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"Often, young people, on fire for the Lord, with a vision for the Kingdom

of God, get sent to seminary or Bible school to 'prepare for the ministry.' Their

heads get filled with theories and knowledge, and often their ardour declines.

How can we train young people for ministry such as we read about in the New

Testament that 'turns the world upside down?'"

This was the challenge that some church leaders in Indonesia put to me

in the early 1960's.

In response to this challenge, my family and I moved to Java in 1965

with some half formed concepts of the radical training methods exhibited in the

New Testament and a lot of questions about how these could be applied.

Jesus  never  scheduled  regular  classes  nor  designed  curricula.  He

gathered a little group of young men, and then started walking. They saw His

miracles,  saw how He ministered to the poor,  the lame, the blind, and the

demon possessed. They heard Him entangle the Pharisees in their own talk,

put to silence His hecklers, and confuse the crowds with parables. When there

was time, they sat down wherever they might be and discussed what they had

experienced. After a while, He sent the disciples out in pairs to practice what

they were learning.

Much observation and practice came first; theory and explanation came

afterwards.

As we prayed for God's direction,  the Lord began to  gather  a small

group of young Indonesians who wanted to pray together and do what God

wanted.  Miracles  started  to  happen.  We got  called  out  to  homes  and  to

churches.  The  young  people  became  a  team  which  shared  the  ministry.

Wherever we went, young people got on fire for the Lord and formed teams of

their own for ministry and outreach.

My family and our team lived together, sharing all things in common. We

developed  a  way  of  life  which  began  with  private  and  corporate  prayer



according to the pattern of Acts 2:42 and 1 Corinthians, chapters 11-14. We

kept a balance among prayer, Bible study, and ministry. Typically the prayer

issued directly in ministry, sometimes taking our team to remote parts of the

islands for extended periods of ministry. Generally, we saw the mighty works

of God, and then, in quiet times in between, we were able to study and gain

understanding of what we had experienced. Invariable parts of our life at home

or abroad was private prayer in the early morning hours and corporate prayer

with gifts of the Spirit and celebration of Holy Communion in the evening.

We lived in a little village in the mountains of East Java. This was our

place of rest, study, and prayer. We also evangelized and planted churches

among the 300,000 people of the previously-unevangelized Tengger tribe, who

lived around and above us on the mountain.

In 1971, we began a training center in Lawang, a small city at the base

of our mountain. The members of the initial team, with a few others the Lord

sent in formed the first class. We continued the same mix of prayer, study, and

ministry. Study was done almost exclusively by discussion method and was

never divorced from practical application.

We had a series of evangelistic campaigns in which we saw hundreds

of  miracles-the  lame  running  foot-races,  the  blind  seeing,  deaf-mutes

speaking,  and people  coming to  the Lord  in  large numbers.  After  each  of

these, we had to place teams of our young people in the areas for several

months to teach the new converts the basics of prayer and Christian living,

train  them  to  minister  to  each  other,  and  form  them  into  self-sustaining

fellowships.

New converts  had to  be able  to  make a clean break with  the past,

getting rid of idol worship, magic charms, and demonic powers. After Baptism,

they  needed  to  learn  to  pray,  to  study  the  Bible,  to  accept  the  Lord's

sanctification, and to cope with severe persecution.

In our own community and in all  the fellowships we established, we

followed the principle of the Body of Christ with all the members sharing in the

work of the Body. As soon as possible, we appointed elders. We prayed for the

emergence of ministry gifts among the members of the Body. 

After fasting and prayer, we identified and appointed apostles, prophets,

pastors,  teachers,  evangelists,  healers,  exorcists,  and  intercessors.  We



understood from Ephesians 4 that the primary ministry gifts are intended to

equip  all  the  members  of  the  Body  for  the  work  of  ministry.  Graduating

students  know  what  their  particular  gifts  are  and  have  undoubtedly  been

exercising these gifts for some time.

Graduates  have  been sent  all  over  the  country.  Most  of  them have

formed similar communities wherever they have gone. Several other training

centers have been formed in other parts of the country. Most of the graduates

of  these centers have established some sort  of  training programs,  so that

people all over the country are being trained for ministry.

At  first,  we received great opposition from the churches. Gifts of  the

Spirit were said to have ceased long ago. The ministries of apostles, prophets,

and the like, also ceased after the New Testament was written. Young people

should sit in class and listen to lectures, and not go around praying for people

and speaking prophetic words.

But now, the effectiveness of this ministry in the Spirit) as the Body of

Christ  has become evident.  Churches which  formerly  opposed are  now in

many ways beginning to practice these things.

Over the past twenty-five years, this work has continued to grow and

expand all  over the country.  Hundreds of  New Testament fellowships have

been formed, thousands of  lives have been changed. Church people have

deepened  their  relationships  with  the  Lord  and  their  commitment  to  Him.

People are being prepared for His coming.

Rev. Edwin Stube


