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A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way.

ISAIAH 35:8

 

Dear Friends, 

I always get excited as I work on these
Holy Way newsletters, because it gives me
an opportunity to reread all the reports that
have been coming in. 

We want to be good stewards of  what
God  has  provided  and  keep  cost  of  this
newsletter as low as possible, because we
want most of our funds to go into the work
of the outreach of the mission. 

We believe also that this newsletter is a
ministry,  as  we  share  the  story  of  great
exploits of our God, and of our struggle to
be obedient to Him. 

To reduce mailing· costs, we have gone
to a once in two months mailing schedule
for this newsletter, and are letting it get a bit
larger  to  compensate.  We  hope  that  the
material  will  be  diverse  and  interesting
enough to justify the greater length. 

We also are going to check again on our mailing list to get it up to date. We
want to mail  it  to all  who are interested. We are enclosing a form for your
convenience on another page of this newsletter. Please send it in if you want
to continue receiving the letter. We would also like you to give us the names of
any others who might like to receive it. 

I want you to know that we appreciate you and your continued interest and
support. I hope you will get as excited as I do about the reports that are on the
following pages. 

Fr. Edwin B. Stube



The January-February report from Lawang reports twenty regular students
at the Training Center, with four more still in their probation time. Five more
have recently been accepted and may be there by this time. 

On January 18 the community prayed and fasted two days and determined
the  ministry  gifts  to  which  the  students  are  called.  There  was  a  broad
distribution  amongst  the  various  callings  -  apostles,  prophets,  pastors,
teachers, deacons, but with a preponderance of evangelists. 

On January 25 teams were appointed to be sent out to the islands. We will
list them all here, so you can pray for the ones the Lord lays on your heart. 

Mesach Nababan and Agoes Endarsa left for Ambon on March 2. Mesach
will be stationed there indefinitely, Agoes for six months. 

Timotius Rahim and Tonny have been sent to East Nusatenggara. 

On February 15 Freddy Purba, Sabar Sihombing, and Stephanus left for
Sumba. News reached Lawang that their ship sank and they were adrift at sea
for four days. They were rescued by fishing boats, but all their clothes were

swept away by the waves. 

Daniel, Abednego, and Pilipus left for West
Borneo on February 10. They expect to be
there for six months. 

Marthen  Luther  and  Herry  Stube  are
leaving for  East  Borneo the end of  March.
Luther  intends  to  get  married  there  with
Erlina who recently returned there upon her
graduation  from  Lawang  Bible  Training
Center. 

Endang Suwenti and Rita Anggraeni will be
working in Solo, Central Java. 

Kusyiati and Esther left for Sangihe in the
middle of February. Their assignment is for
one year there to help with the new training
center. 

Commissioning (Herry Stube)     Benjamin Roru has returned to Alar where
he has been pastoring for several years since our boat team, of which he was
a part, experienced a great revival there. 



The following are excerpts from the 1981 annual
report from the Irian branch of The Holy Way: 

I. Teams sent out 

1. In mid January Dolfi and Juli Solossa went to
Jayapura for three months of ministry. 

2. In April several members of the fellowship were sent to Bible Camp at
Lawang. After this Dolfi  returned to Jayapura for one month longer,  mostly
involved in deliverance ministry. 

3.  For one month in May and June a team of  seven was sent to the
Teminabuan  Ayamaru  district  to  do  deliverance  ministry  amongst  the
congregations there and to minister in prayer groups. Four members of this
group -- Sefnat, Yulianus, Mauritz, and Urbanus were left there as permanent
workers in that area. Please pray for them. 

4. Since August we have been sending out teams of students to minister
to the prayer fellowship at the oil company camp in Sele. 

5. For two months, September and October, a team of three was sent to
the Sausapor area east of Sorong. They moved under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, and the Lord was glorified. 

6. In December Dolfi and Juli were sent to Manado to lead a seminar on
the topic "Foundations and Principles of the Body of Christ - worship, ministry,
life." 

II. Life in the Fellowship in Sorong

1. Leadership of the fellowship in Sorong is in the hands of seven elders
assisted by the board, who take care of the administrative and business end of
things. 

2. All important decisions are made by the Holy Spirit's direction in the
fellowship on a consensus basis after prayer. 

3. From January to June, meetings were held each day under the Spirit's
guidance on the following schedule: 

Monday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at the Training Center in Rufei. 
Tuesday in Kladenak (another part of the city) Wednesday in Malano. 
All  these  meetings  begin  at  5:30  PM and last  until  nine  or  sometimes

eleven o'clock at night. 

During this half year many new people came and gave their lives to the
Lord Jesus. 



4. In July the Training Center building was officially opened. It  houses
fifteen students, twelve men and three women, and also two families: Dolfi and
Juli  Solossa,  and  Andy Athabu with  his  wife  and two children.  These  two
families serve as the leadership of the Training Center under the direction of
the Body. There are also two married students who live outside and come in
each day. 

III. Prayer Fellowships 

The graph of  new converts continues to rise. So many new souls were
being added, that in July we were led to divide into six prayer fellowships in
Sorong and its environs, and one on the Isle of Dom. 

Each  of  the  seven  elders  was  made  responsible  for  one  of  these
fellowships. They are assisted by other ministries that the Lord is raising up in
each of the fellowships. The Lord is doing mighty things in these fellowships.
Many new souls are continually being added. Also members of the fellowships
are becoming bold to manifest the gifts of the Spirit. Almost everyone is taking
an active part in the worship. 

The board members,  the elders,  and other  ministries meet each Friday
afternoon to discuss the concerns of  the fellowships and to seek the Lord
together. 

IV. Children's Group 

The Lord has led us to form a children's fellowship for kids from four to
twelve years of age. They meet twice a week. 

The  teachers  are  mothers  and young people.  The Lord has truly  been
present in these children's meetings. The children are encouraged to pray for
each other. Miracles have happened. 

 V. Outreach 

1. In the city of Monokwari there is a large charismatic fellowship led by
Vecky Tumbelaka, a graduate of our Training Center in Abepura. Since this
needed to be recognized by the religion office and other proper authorities, it
was  organized  this  year  as  the  Manokwari  branch  of  The  Holy  Way.  The
manifestations of the Spirit in their prayer meetings are very beautiful. 

2. In Serui the county seat of Yapen Waropen county and in several other
towns of that county and in the villages in the interior there are many very
strong fellowships. These were begun in 1978 by Dolfi and Juli, and Markus
Lapu (who recently  graduated  from Lawang Bible  Training  Center).  These
fellowships have grown and spread by themselves in the years since.  The
local government has also required that these have an official status. So this
also has been registered as a branch of The Holy Way. This area needs to



have much more teaching about New Testament order. 

3.  The areas of  Sorong County
including  Ayamaru,  Teminabuan,
Aitinyo,  and  Aifat  have  had
considerable  charismatic  activity.
These  have  been  organized  under
the Sorong branch of The Holy Way,
and  eleven  men  have  been
authorized to represent us and attend
to .such business as may come up.
These  eleven  men  have  also  been
trained  in  New Testament  principles
and order,  and have been set  in as
elders by the laying on-of-hands. 

These fellowships began in 1977 with the opening of  fellowships in two
villages. Now there are fifteen and they are growing rapidly. 

The only church in this area is a Protestant church, to which many of the
people of the area belong. At first our fellowships received much opposition
and persecution from the churches. Most of the members of the fellowships
were kicked out of their churches. But now they have been reinstated, and in
most cases, have become the leaders in their churches. 

There is no doubt that every area of Irian in this year 1982 is truly ripe unto
harvest and the harvest will be great. 

The Holy Way 
Irian Jaya Branch, Sorong 

Dolfi Y. Solossa 
Petrus Ayal, Secretary

The rainy season is still
at  its  peak.  When  I  was

small I used to think that Sunday was the day that God did a miracle each
week to keep the sun shining for us to go to church. Today is a day like that
where the rain has ceased for a day, just to show how much the Lord loves us.

UPDATE

Here at the center in Lawang teams have· been selected and are being
sent out.  Three are being sent  to West Borneo with no specific instruction
except that someone saw in a vision a fire in West Borneo. 

Herry and Luther are preparing to leave in March for East Borneo. Luther



intends to marry Erlina and settle down there in Muara Mujan, up the river
from Samarinda. The Discipleship Training School held there last year by a
team from Lawang resulted in many great potential young men arid women for
the Lord's work in their area. Two are already in training in Lawang, but the
rest will be trained in Muara Mujan to be used in that area. 

At present in Borneo there are still thousands of Christians who yearn for
further Christian education. One problem for outsiders who might want to work
there  is  water,  because  the  Mahakam  River  is  the  one  source  of  water.
Another  problem is  eating  rotten  pork.  One tribe  once  said:  "Yes,  we  will
become Christians if you will stay and teach us more about Jesus." 

Prayer is very essential for all the teams we are sending out, because none
of these fields are games to play.  People will  encounter some of  the most
severe difficulties; yet at the same time have to make every moment count.
Sometimes the first teams that go into a place are chased away and rejected,
but must go back and take the pounding to further the Gospel and break down
the strongholds of the enemy. 

In many of our prayer meetings the Lord speaks of this year as a year of
renewed outpouring  and simple  reliance  on  God as  healer  and  the  Force
behind all evangelism. 

Bible Camp this year is scheduled for August 9-16. The theme is "Victory",
based on Rom 8:37: You shall be more than Victors. This was arrived at after
an all  night prayer meeting here at the Training Center. We are all  looking
forward to this in prayer and anticipation of what the Lord might lead us into
this year. 

Our farm in Gebug has proven little success financially. The price of milk
here is too low to cover the costs of production. At an all night prayer meeting
after much prayer  and thought the community decided to sell  some of  the
cows and to apply the proceeds to the purchase of a printing press to improve
our literature program. Each month our magazine, "Api Menyala," goes to over
3000 people all over Indonesia with teaching and encouragement. It is, read
by pastors and lay people alike. In addition requests for books publishing are
increasing. 

The Lord is gracious and worthy of much praise. The past three nights of
prayer  meeting  at  the  Center  have  been  tremendous  times  of  restoration
God's direction through prophecy has resulted in all of us here realizing and
confessing  many  shortcomings.  The  Lord  seems  to  be  concentrating  on
making a unified Body of Christ with 100% dedication. 

SECURITY SECURITY 

Insecurity  is  one  of  the  largest  illnesses  of  mankind.  A person  feeling
himself small or useless will seek a better position using his spiritual gifts as



an implement for his own ends. In so doing we can blindly forget Jesus' words,
"If you want to be great in God's Kingdom, you have tp be the servant of all."
Jesus Himself came' "not to be ministered to but to minister." We need always
to be servants, never forgetting the humility of Jesus nor the deacon position
we start out with. 

When we read about Christ we can't help noticing that all of his time is
given away in healing the sick, preaching, teaching His disciples, and prayer.
We are His disciples, charged with the commission to make more disciples for
Him. This means we need to be more like Him every day, especially if  we
really hope to do the "greater works" that He promised us. We all must start
with a one time experience in the wilderness and be maintained even there
through minutes or hours of fellowship with the Father, even in the darkest
times (see Mat 14:23-25). 

We need to be more like Him if we hope to do the Greater Works.

Jesus did not worry about food or other necessities. He had a genuine trust
in God. "My food," He once said "is in doing my father's will and perfecting his
work" (John 4:34). Such plain simplicity! He never felt hunger while bringing a
soul to the Lord or even during His forty days of fasting in the wilderness. 

What if an emergency should arise, we think. No Blue Cross? Blue Shield?
How about a retirement plan? But Jesus didn't want to offend people. So He
said to go to the lake and drop a line, pull up the fish. In its mouth you will find
a coin worth the amount needed. Such simple trust! He never carried a wallet.
He said, "Do not carry any money with you when you go.” 

Along with insecurity, one of the largest temptations is to establish oneself
through a more sure method of  raising funds.  God can move on people's
hearts to help us without our working to move them. When Jesus needed a
donkey, He just sent out a team to get it. He told them if anyone asked them
about it they should simply say, “The Master needs it." 

Therefore we really have no ground to be insecure, no need to try to be the
leader of the local Body of Christ. How much better just to be a member taking
direction for the Father who is the Head of that Body. 

New Testament OrderNew Testament Order
One question that remains on my mind is how a local expression of the

Church can operate with equality of elders. In most cases what we see is a set
of elders under a leader. In most cases where the leader is raised up and
'exalted,'  it  is not of their  own accord, but because they are unconsciously
shoved there by others, who are retreating into the desire for a father figure
rather than taking theocratic decisions together. 

How can we tactfully deal With those who seek to exalt and lift  up one
person and place him on a pedestal? Should one tear one's clothes as Paul



and Barnabas did in Lystra, running into the midst of the crowd saying, "We
are men just like you, bringing the Good News" (Acts 14:12-18)? Above the
local elders Jesus should be and remain our only Mediator with pod. He has
done it all for us, and we have no need any more of a Moses figure. 

If we are chosen elders in
the  Body,  let  us  be  the  best
and  lowliest  servant,  always
willing  to  minister  healing  to
the sick, deliverance to those
in bondage, to train up others
to  take  our  place  and  grow.
We  should  be  prepared  to
work ourselves out of a job by

training others to take our place. Then we can be sent out as apostles with the
laying on of hands and prayer so that the Great Commission can be fulfilled. 

Others will then be edified in other places. Those we leave behind will grow
in stature, not stifled or overshadowed by our mature image. 

We live in the most exciting times. Evil is reaching its greatest point. At the
same time the godly are understanding more and more of God's promises and
revelation. A race is going on in both directions. We Christians are reaching
out to grab those who are racing by on their way to destruction. We are more
than conquerors! 

We are  anxious  to  get  back  to  Manado.  Right  now I  am teaching Old
Testament  at  the  Lawang  Bible  Training  Center.  Herry  is  teaching  New
Testament,  while we wait  to be sent  to our respective posts.  We both are
learning too in many ways and being prepared for our future. 

We love you all abundantly. Know that our prayers always ring out for you. 

Love, 

Andy and Conny 

HERRY STUBE and YUNIAH SOEDIKOEN

announced their engagement March 7 at a
ceremony at her parents' home in Lawang. He

has left for his post in Borneo. She is still
working for her Master's degree. The marriage
will presumably take place after her graduation.



The Singapore Connection

In May 1981 two brothers in the Lord from Singapore visited Lawang. They
testified  that  they  learned  much  about  the  Christian  life  and  the  ways  of
ministering in the Spirit. 

They listened to many testimonies of how the Lord has worked through
LBTC and interviewed several of the students. They also saw the Lord's work
with their own eyes. All this was a contrast to what they knew in Singapore,
because the Christians there are very materialistic and intellectual. 

I took them to a newly formed Catholic prayer meeting in Malang where the
people truly thirst for the truth and for Jesus' love. After worship in the Spirit
and manifestations of the gifts of the Spirit, the Lord moved our two friends to
deliver messages from the Lord which brought a blessing to all. 

We took them to a prayer meeting at Mrs. Kasarin's little hut, where they
observed much personal ministry and laying on of hands. 

In Toyomarto, the people told them about the continued persecution the
Christians there have experienced. The people there recalled how my wife
Christa  helped  to  establish  the  congregation  there.  Even  though  she  had
grown up in high society in Jakarta and was used to comfortable living, the
Lord changed her so that she went on foot up and down the mountains and
into the little villages. It was in Toyomarto also that I with my son Timothy, who
was then one and one-half years old, were twice captured and almost killed.
One of the times the village people had knives and other weapons hidden in
the bushes. It was only by a miracle of the Lord· that we escaped that night.

In Kampung Baru our visitors also learned how the congregation there had
suffered persecution. They have often had stones thrown at them while they
were worshipping. Once they had human dung thrown at them. But they had
never  retaliated.  Eventually  some  of  their  persecutors  got  into  fights  with
others and got clobbered. Some of them lost their jobs; others got put in prison
for breaking the law, on trumped up charges. 

The Lord always does battle for us. Christianity is not just a theory. It really
works. 

When our two visitors left, they invited us to send a team to Singapore.
After considerable prayer, the LBTC community decided to send Luther and
me to Sumatra, the Riau Islands and then on to Singapore. 



Riau Islands 

God is so good! He did miracles and showed His love through our ministry
in the Riau Islands. Many backslidden people came back again to church to
worship, obey, and love Jesus. Healings also took place. 

In Tanjung Batu the Christians had been experiencing severe persecution.
The Church building had been attacked, literature burned, and the furniture
demolished.  A  lady  by  the  name  of  Mrs  Aloi  was  instantly  healed  of
rheumatism after we prayed to our Lord Jesus and laid our hands on her. She
lives next to the church and we are given permission to use her house for
taking  our  baths,  washing,  etc.  She  had  a  better  well,  and  bathing  and
washing place. 

We were welcomed on the first day at Tanjung Batu with the first rain after
many months. It continued to rain three times a week! We stored the rain in
drums. 

The word of  the Lord when we were at  Lawang was that  He would do
miracles; we have only to act and keep moving and He will do the miracles.
The first day at the service there were only three adults and five children. It
was sad to see, but I remembered His promise. After prayer we went from
house to house to share Jesus. There was much idol and ancestor worship
there. We invited people to come to the services. We began to hold meetings
every evening. Soon the building began to fill with people. Some of the people
who came received the Lord and were baptized in the Spirit. Some refused
because they were still too bound up in idol worship. 

One  day  Mrs.  Aloi’s  daughter  was
sick  with  a  fever  and  the  Lord  healed
her instantly after prayer. 

In  Tanjung  Balai  also  we  held
meetings, evangelized in the streets and
prayed for a lame person and a leper. 

When we were ready to return to Singapore, the Lord performed a miracle.
We should have had to pay Rp. 120,000 for an exit visa to leave the country
again. But they did not require us to have this. 

In Singapore we received invitations from both Anglican and Pentecostal
churches.  We testified about the Lord’s  work in Indonesia.  We also visited
people  in  their  homes  and  in  hospitals  and  supermarkets.  They  found
particularly the young people very hungry for the Word of God. 

The Lord opened the way for us to go into Malaysia. There we visited six of
the churches that have been founded by the Rev. Dexter Low. He has in the
last  few  years  founded  twenty-five  churches  all  over  Malaysia.  The



atmosphere in their meetings was just like our community in Lawang. The gifts
of the Spirit are powerful and beautiful. Many young people there exhibit  a
great desire for the Lord's work. The Lord is doing great things there.

-Bernhard Bacas

SUNDRY ANNOUNCEMENTSSUNDRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOLY CONVOCATION, with the theme: A People under Authority will be held
at  Claggett  Diocesan  Center,  Buckeystown  MD,  beginning  with  supper  on
June  18  and  ending  with  dinner  on  June  20.  This  is  a  non-formal  family
renewal  event  with  time  for  prayer,  praise,  faith  sharing,  Bible  reading,
Eucharist, recreation, and rest. For more information, write to Claggett, or to
The Holy Way, 859 Washington Blvd. Baltimore MD 21230. 

EVANGELISM TRAlNING CONFERENCE will be held at Claggett Diocesan
Center, July 4-10. After a period of study, prayer, and reflection on the Biblical
models, participants may go from the Center to do some evangelism in the
community.  This  will  be  a  multi-level  conference  for  those  who  attended
previous years and for those who are attending for the first time. For more
information,  write  or  call  the Claggett  Diocesan Center,  Buckeystown,  MD.
21217. Tel. (301) 874 5122. 

_______________________

Genelin Macpal

While  Genelin  was  at  Lawang  Bible  Training  Center  she  ministered  in
fellowships for both adults and young people in towns south of Malang. She
sent in the following reports of some of the miracles she saw there. 

Conversion in Tangkil Sari

In 1978 the Lord led us to evangelize in Tangkil Sari. At that time there was
only one Christian family there. We spoke to Mr. Tambar, a fanatic follower of
another religion. When we met him he had fallen sick and was just getting out
of the hospital. One night while he was in the hospital, the Lord Jesus had
appeared to him. He had cried out: “Jesus, forgive my sins.” His friends who
heard him scream thought he had been attacked by “Christian demons." When
we spoke to him, he believed and received the Lord as his Savior, and told us
how the Lord Jesus had appeared to him in the hospital. We prayed for him
and he was immediately healed. The Tambar's had a four year old son who
was crippled. We prayed for the child. About three months later Mr. and Mrs.
Tambar started to  go  to  church  and were  baptized.  At  the instant  of  their
baptism the child was healed and could walk normally.

 



Healing of a woman lame for two years 

A Catholic lady had been crippled so badly with arthritis that she couldn't
get out of bed for two years. We often came to pray for her, the Lord showed
us that she had a necklace that had evil powers. The family gave this necklace
to be destroyed by fire. Gradually the woman began to get well. One day when
we came to visit her, there was a vision in which her body grew larger and
shone  brightly.  The  Lord  said  this  vision  meant  that  soon  she  would  be
completely healed. Within a month she was walking without difficulty.

Conversion

Christian Witch Doctor 

We ministered to a family where the head of the household, Mr. Yakob, was
a renowned witch doctor. For years he had not attended church. One time
when we were having an all night prayer meeting, the Lord told us to pray for
him. After that we went to visit at his house. Actually we intended to visit his
son who was a member of our youth group. But we ended up ministering to
the parents for about three hours. Mr. Yakob was an employee of the sugar
factory. But after hours each day people came to his house in a steady stream
to seek help  from his  magic  powers.  Many young people  came to  inquire
about who they should marry and asked for magic spells to make them more
attractive. They brought lots of money, which disappeared very fast. When we
started to talk with Mr. Yakob, he used scripture verses to argue with us. But
the Lord gave us wisdom and power. Suddenly he fell down on his knees and
began  to  ask  forgiveness  for  his  sins  which  were  many  and  horrible.  He
renounced his magic. We invited him to receive Jesus as his Savior. From that
moment on he has never used black magic again. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

Last  November  Genelin  was  married  to  Berry  Nababan,  a  graduate  of
LBTC, who has been ministering in South Celebes for several years. Be is
executive secretary of his church denomination and has spent considerable
time in Tana Toraja, in the interior of the island, where he is providing much
needed  teaching  ministry  to  the  pastors  and  church  leaders  in  the  little
mountain villages. 

When  he  and  Genelin  were  sent  back  to  Selebes  together  by  the
community in Lawang, they were told through prophetic utterance to proceed
directly to Toraja and carry on their apostolate there. 

Herry reports as follows: 

Toraja is now beginning to experience considerable charismatic renewal,
particularly among the Toraja churches (a protestant body which is very strong
in the region). There is much discussion of spiritual things by people of all



ages. Quite a few people have been visiting from prayer groups in Jakarta. We
need to encourage and teach much. 

We hope this year to start a Training Center in Toraja. We are waiting on
the Lord's provision and spending much time in prayer,  seeking the Lord's
perfect direction. 

Ambon
Two years ago one of the teams from the Discipleship Training School at

Lawang was sent  to  Ambon.  They did  some teaching  and made valuable
contacts and found some open doors. 

At  the  end  of  May of  last  year,  Adriana,  Mesach  Nababan and  Daniel
Bambang were sent there to continue where the other team had left off. The
ministry of this team included: counselling, evangelism in the hospital, prayer
for  the  Baptism in  the  Spirit  at  a  professor's  house  and  in  a  village,  and
ministry in prayer meetings. 

A woman who had washed in water given by the witch doctor was prayed
for. She fell down unconscious and appeared to be dead. But by the power of
the Lord she was completely delivered. This opened up lots of deliverance
ministry. 

In the village called Wai, a village which is in bondage to many powers of
darkness, a man was sick. He had been to many witch doctors, but was no
better. He had been prayed for and began to be much better. But the devil
attacked them and they backslid. But as the team was getting ready to go
back to Java, he called them again and surrendered again to the Lord. 

One family prayed to the Lord to provide them a water supply. The Lord
gave them a well  right  under their  table which only had to go down three
meters. 

One day in the hospital the team visited a pastor who was dying of asthma.
His family were all gathered. The team offered to pray for him. He became
very belligerent and asked them what cult they belonged to. The team also
prayed for a young man in the bed next to the pastor. The next day when they
visited the young man was well, but the belligerent pastor had died. 

Prayer groups were established in people's houses. The people began to
be baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

These fellowships have begun to experience troubles and persecution from
churches and from the government, and have requested that they could be
protected by being recognized as a branch of The Holy Way. This has been
done. Now we have sent another team there,  and are thinking in terms of
eventually establishing a Training Center there. 



Sumba
Purba, Stefanus,  and Sabar,  a girl

from  Sumatra  had  been  selected
unanimously to go to Sumba to follow
up the work the Lord had begun there
through  other  teams.  Sumba  is  an
island just east of Timor. Many of these
islands  were  opened  up  under  the
ministry of the "Imanuel” ship crew and
the teaching of Timotius Rohim. 

This  most  recent  team  left  with  some  heaviness  and  concern  in  their
hearts. Purba was concerned a bout the wife and two lively children he was
leaving behind. Sabar had been to Sumba and had experienced considerable
persecution, and was somewhat hesitant to return. 

They boarded a bus bound for Bali, switching to a boat for Lombok where
they had opportunities to minister in several churches and in a private home
before boarding a wooden boat for Sumba. 

Ever since December waters have been rough all the way up to March. In
the rough tossings of the ship the propeller was bashed by the waves in such
a way as to render the engine unusable. Stefanus and Purba and all hands
had been sea sick throughout the voyage and now found their ship being spun
about like a top in the current. The ship was being tossed along with rubbish
and other refuse. Suddenly late at night a loud crash brought the boat to a
shattering halt upon one of the jutting pieces of coral. 

Noticing the impending danger and seeing that passing ships were too far
away to see even all the gunnysacks afire, they began to dismantle the boat
and make a raft. Along with the raft, an inner tube, the captain's door, and two
canoes that turned over frequently they embarked upon the unknown.

That night in deep water, surrounded by fish and rubbish, they all shivered.
Some held  on to  each other  while one would  try to sleep a little  between
waves. The boys spent most of their time seeing that Sabar had a good grip
on the raft. Anyone who let go even for a moment could be swept away by the
waves. They had tried to secure their luggage, but it had all been swept away. 

The next day as the piercing heat of the sun began to brown them, the only
drink they had was honey and some Chinese wine. One can contained oil and
from time to time people mistook it for the honey 

Whenever one would move, the ones on the opposite end of the raft would
feel the toss and sometimes fall off. Then all would laugh, even though they
were at death's door. They tried to paddle towards shore, but each time the
wind would push them out again.  Then they decided to split  up and try to



make it to shore. 

Some were equipped with empty honey cans as floats. One person fainted
and was flopped into the last canoe while another tried to paddle. The others
were dragged behind. Eight were clinging to one inner tube that was losing air.
Four of them did not know how to swim. 

After  four  days  of  being  tossed  about  they  made  it  close  to  shore  on
Komodo Island, the island famous for its large lizards. By this time the inner
tube was flat. But at that moment a fisherman came along and picked them up
with his boat. In the boat the starved refugees ate uncooked rice mixed with
water, and chewed sugar cane. When they got to the island, the fisherman
made a hot curry, and left to pick up the rest. All made it to shore in safety. 

All began to praise the Lord and hug each other. They slept that night on
the sands of Komodo Island. 

The next day all went rowing back to Lombok in a small craft at the hands
of a tribesman well trained in the ways of the sea and its currents. He was a
Moslem. 

ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN 
Fr. Stube’s book on the biblical and practical aspects of New Testament

church planting, entitled: "According to the Pattern", should be available by the
time you receive this newsletter. For those of you who have not yet ordered a
copy, we include below an order form. We would also appreciate any help you
can give us toward distribution, such as recommendations to book stores or
friends. 


