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A CHANGED LIFE

By Antok Wibowo

"My name is Simon Salossa. This day I
proclaim  in  the  presence  of  God,  that  I
repent and turn to the Lord forever." This statement was spoken out in aloud
and clear voice by a fifty year old man in the prayer fellowship meeting in
Sorong in  October  1979.  'People  could  hardly  believe  their  ears,  because
Simon Salossa was one of the most feared and most hated names in Irian.

Who was he? And how did  he come to  that  moment of  decision? The
following is his own account.

My  life  was  the  life  of  the  devil  himself.  My  life  was  full  of  witchcraft,
adultery, drunkenness, and murder.

"I began to study witchcraft from the age of nineteen, while I was working
for the Dutch police force in Teminabuan. A Chinese girl  gave me a fetish
which  could  make  me  irresistible  to  women.  I  also  had  another  kind  of
witchcraft which enabled me to open a locked door. With these two powers no
woman could keep me out of her house or resist me once, I got in.

"After two years I was transferred to Ayamaru in the interior. This is a very
wild and savage area. There I began to learn several other types of witchcraft.
I was given a rock direct from the devil. It was called a "Dragon's Egg." It gave
me supernatural power for fighting, so that no enemy could hurt me. This was
used in conjunction with another one made from the bark of a tree which could
enable me to disappear and turn into a tree trunk. Another fetish I had was
called a ''measuring string". With this I could transfer myself to a distant place
almost instantaneously.

After eight years in Ayamaru, from 1950-1958 I was transferred back to
Teminabuan.



In  1962,  when  the  government  was  transferred  from the  Dutch  to  the
Indonesian, I left the government service and fled to the jungle. I began to
gather a little group in what is now known as the Free Papua Organization,
which  is  a  rebel  organization  against  the  Indonesian  government.  The
organization  grew  and  became-a  real  annoyance  to  the  Indonesian
government.  We had  our  headquarters  in  the  interior  near  Ayamaru.  The
climax came when we started to fly the Papua flag in 1966.

But  in  that  year  the  Indonesian  troops  came  in.  By  1967  they  were
threatening to destroy my family and friends. So for the sake of my family I
was forced to surrender. From that moment I began to be moved from one
prison to another as a rebel and political prisoner. I was taken from Sorong to
Manokwari,  then  to  Surabya,  Semarang,  Jepara  and  Bandung.  They kept
trying to convict me but I had witchcraft that could confuse the minds of those
examining me so that they could never remember what the charges were.

After being moved from place to place and spending six months at hard
labor near Jakarta, I came back to Irian as a private citizen. I turned to drink
and sex. Murder and adultery were my favourite hobbies.

The Lord had really been stretching out His hand to save me for a long
time. At moments when my Witchcraft couldn't help me, I began to questions.
While I was in prison, all  my fetishes were taken away from me. The only
power I had to rely on was the power of the mantras I had memorized. The
mantras were inadequate.

As a result of visions I had while I was in prison and sentenced to hard
labor, I began to think about the Lord. I began to tryout various churches but
they didn't  seem to  help.  My body was  getting  weaker  as  a  result  of  the
drinking and evil living. I began to feel that my life was a total failure.

But then one day I heard about a prayer fellowship in Sorong, where the
Lord's power was being manifested. I began to have a desire to attend but
didn't know how to go about it. I prayed: "Lord, if you are really in this thing, I
ask a sign from you. Give me Rp. 100 for taxi fare and a member of my family
to go with to the fellowship."  He started out on the road. An acquaintance
came up to him and gave him Rp. 100, saying it was for taxi fare. When I got
to the taxi stand I met my cousin Tobias Salossa who turned out to be waiting
for a taxi to go to the fellowship.

When I got in the meeting I began to shake because of the presence of the
Lord I was feeling. I heard the prophecies and knew that God was speaking. 1
Corinthians 14:24-26 was being applied to me. I felt that I must stand up and
tell  everyone that  as of  that  moment  I  was turning to the Lord.  From that
moment on my whole life was changed, not because of some organization or
relation but because I had met Jesus".

The sin in Simon's life is gone. He is living for Jesus now in the power of



the Holy Spirit. He has renounced and been delivered from all the witchcraft.
He now has plenty of supernatural power but it is from the Lord and no longer
from the powers of darkness.
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We have bee n quite busy ever since I got here. Darto wants to release all

the available people to fulfill requests for ministry in Ambon and Kalimantan,
but at present there is a need for all to spend some time in study at Lawang.
The villages round about have been suffering from lack of ministry while our
students were away.

Bill Britton really had a good working team. Bill gave his sonship message
in depth. His team mate, George Leroy worked to mature the Body through
deliverance ministry. Many times Christians come to the Lord, accepting Christ
as Savior, but without fully letting go of the bandages in their lives.

Just  in  the  last,  as  we  have  travelled  with  Bill  Britton's  team,  I  have
witnessed hundreds of people come to the Lord. Over a thousand received
deliverance in Lawang, Surabaya, and Semarang. I get so excited praying for
people to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Ministry is now a mass venture. As Christians work together in one unified
effort the effects are astounding. In one meeting body ministry baptized many
in the Spirit – one hundred and fifty in Surabaya and seventy in Semarang. No
one person can take the credit.  We used to be pretty much the only ones
ministering in the Spirit. We took all the credit or blame. These days we work
together with many others. Results are seen, but God gets all the credit, and
we get the satisfaction of being His servants.

The group that came to Bible Camp from Irian is still here. Boats for that
island are rare. Last night we had a terrific and different prayer meeting with all
of the Lawang people gone up to the farm.

The  new  people  from  the  islands  came  into  their  own.  They  gave
tremendous teaching, much of it from Romans and Daniel.

The old students and the new ones have been alternating going up to the
farm to plant grass while the rainy season is still going. We have ten cows now
(six adult cows, a bull, and some calves). It is still going to be several years
before the farm really comes into its own.

lng and Purba (former LBTC students) are back and are fitting back into the
life of the community. We have placed them in charge of the Guest House.



Obviously Lawang always has guests. The guest house insures that their stay
may be pleasant and that the guests can get rested and ready for ministry
again.  It  also  eliminates  the  confusion  of  having  them  mixed  in  with  the
students in one room.

I  have  been invited  to  sit  in  on elder  meetings  at  Lawang to  learn  for
Sangihe  and  the  future.  Next  Tuesday (May 19)  we leave  as  a  group for
Manado, Darto and I, and hopefully Tiurlyn, and the people who came to Bible
Camp from Manado.  The  community  has  approved  that  Conny  and  I  get
married very soon in Manado. The Lord has been providing for my needs in
very miraculous ways. It reminds me of Moses' words: Stand firm and see the
salvation of our God.

After our marriage Conny and I are expected to undergo training together
in Lawang, and then be sent out, perhaps to Sangihe.

Give my greetings to all. Love,
Andy.

Announcements
Evangelism Conference  at  Claggett  Diocesan Genter,  Buckeystown MD

21717, August 23-29. For further information contact Fr. Stube, or the Claggett
Diocesan Center (tel. (301) 874-51 22).

Herry  Stube  has  just  graduated  from  Bethany  Fellowship  Missionary
Training Center in Minneapolis. He and Fr. Stube will be available for speaking
engagements  in  the  mid-Atlantic  area  (MD,  VA,  DC,  PA,  etc.)  during  the
summer months. We hope to arrange for Herry to visit some of our friends
farther away in the fall, before returning to Indonesia.


