
The Holy WayThe Holy Way
January-1981January-1981

A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way.

ISAIAH 35:8

Dear Friends: 

As I try to give, you an account of my visit  to The Holy Way mission in
Indonesia,  I  am  impressed  again  with  the  difficulty  of  giving  an  accurate
impression.  There  is  always  a  danger  in  reporting  the  Lord's  work  to
concentrate on the miracles and the obvious successes, at the expense of
reporting the struggles and the human failures that take place along the way. 

My purpose in going to Indonesia was primarily to have fellowship with our
graduates and to see the work they are doing in different parts of the country. I
went  primarily as a friend,  but  also as a reporter,  and maybe even as an
adviser. 

Two nights before I left the States I met with a little flock in northern Virginia
pastored by Bill O'Neill, one of our directors. As they prayed and prophesied
over me, they were led to read Micah 6:1-5,  which states that  God has a
controversy with His people, because they have departed from His ways and
wandered into idolatry. They inferred from this that I was going to need to do
some correction. 

Our  mission  has  been  expanding  very  fast.  Young  people,  recently
graduated from our training centers are being thrust directly into positions of
leadership in new works in cross-cultured situations. 

Most of them are isolated geographically, are subject to intense pressures,
and face formidable difficulties, which are different for each area. 

Wonderful  things  happen and  the  work  continues  to  grow and  develop
under the Lord's blessing, and we surely need to concentrate primarily on Him
and His blessings. 

But in actual practice the victories come as sudden glorious surprises in the
midst of considerable struggle and frustration, and some down-right ineptitude
and human failure. 



In each of the places I visited I found our young people doing remarkable
responsible works in the Lord's service. In each place we also experienced a
different type of spiritual warfare as we confronted local conditions, pressures
from  other  ideologies,  both  from  Christians  and  non-Christians,  and  the
temptations of the world, which are always trying to get us to abandon the
distinctive vision the Lord has given us. 

I  have over the years had many opportunities to see both sides of  this
tension, and on this trip I saw some further clear examples of each. As time
goes on I seem actually to get more fanatic about following the radical New
Testament pattern. 

Lawang 
When I  arrived in  Lawang in  early September,  vast  numbers of  people

were there because they had just finished a three month Discipleship Training
School there run jointly by YWAM (Youth With A Mission) and LBTC (Lawang
Bible Training Center). Actually it was almost entirely run by YWAM staff from
overseas. 

I  had  initially  understood  that  they  were  going  to  put  on  a  leadership
training course. Since we are perpetually in a leadership crisis, we can't train
leaders fast enough for the new works that are opening up -- I thought maybe
they could give us some ideas that would help. But unfortunately what actually
happened  was  aimed  more  at  new  converts  and  the  beginnings  of
discipleship. 

Some of you have questioned our involvement with them, and I want to try
to be fair and honest about what happened. Actually I think we loaned them
our facilities to help them to get  a base started in Indonesia.  Their  vision,
objectives,  and  methods are  enough similar  to  ours  to  enable  us  to  work
together this one time with mutual benefit. Any future Holy Way involvement
with them will be essentially limited to lending them a team of two or three to
do some teaching at their subsequent schools. 

As I  talked to the young people who attended the Discipleship Training
School, they were almost unanimous in their evaluation of it. 

1.  There  was  unusually  fine  teaching  on  inner  healing,  repentance,
forgiveness, and openness. This was a help to our people personally as well
as for subsequent ministry.

2.  Their  concepts of  ministry,  and especially  evangelism,  were  rather
childish and unsuited to application to conditions in Indonesia. People who are
used to relying on God’s miracle-working power, were being asked to play with
Muppets and little dramas. 

3.  The staff  was not  able  to  adjust  in  so  short  a  time to  Indonesian
culture, and therefore brought in too much Western culture, particularly in the



area of boy-girl relationships and recreation ideas. 

The teams they sent out after the three months were ill-equipped for the
spiritual warfare they had to face on the islands to which they were sent. 

No doubt many of these things will be corrected in their subsequent work.
They learned from us as well as the other way around. 

The lessons we learned from this were: 
1. The radical walking-in-the-Spirit way, with its attendant manifestations

of God's miracle-working power is again proved to be His way for us. 

That vision needs to be renewed in each new generation of students, and it
needs also to be brought repeatedly to the minds of those of us whom the
Lord has now flung out to far places to apply it in ever new parts of God's
Kingdom. 

Basically the tension is between radical New Testament style walking in the
Spirit and relying on God's supernatural power and direction on the one hand,
and compromise with the more sensible,  organized,  up-to-date methods of
twentieth century culture on the other. 

2.  Things that  originate in THE WEST are not necessarily better  than
what God has been doing all along in Indonesia, and at LBTC in particular. 

3. It takes a long time and a lot of hard work to learn a culture. 

4. Christians can learn a lot from each other, if they are willing to work
together and listen to each other. 

Irian 
My visit to Irian gave me a frame of reference for everything else I saw on

the journey, because here I saw people daring to put their full trust in God's
power and love. The results are a fantastic growth and outreach. Later in this
newsletter, we present' several stories of native young people on Irian getting
out and pioneering tremendous new works in the might and glory of God. 

Each of the other places I visited had its own strengths and weaknesses,
its own struggle, and its own lessons to be learned. In subsequent newsletters
I will present these one by one. 

The revelation and understanding the God gave us in each place, and the
power of the anointing for ministry was clearly a result of your, prayers. I was
daily aware of the supernatural effect of being upheld in prayer by so many
people. Many of you have told me of revelations and visions you received as
you prayed and spiritual battles you experienced, and in every case I have
been able to identify the circumstances you were praying for and confirm that
these prayers were heard and answered. Even in such mundane matters as
health and transportation I was constantly aware of His supernatural working



in response to your prayers. 

So I want to say again that I love and appreciate you all, and thank you
deeply for your help and ministry. 

In Jesus Love 

Rev. Edwin B. Stube

manokwari 

The  first  time  Muliawan  and  Obed  visited  Manokwari  on  their  way  to
Ransike, they were rejected vigorously by the churches. But some time later
two families from the fellowship in Abepura got moved to Manokwari by the
firms for which they worked. They formed a prayer meeting in their homes. 

But they were attacked violently by the Pentecostal  Church in the area,
which had them brought to  trial  in  the civil  court.  The persecution was so
strong that the group could not grow and they became discouraged. 

A student at the Holy Hill named Vecky saw a vision of an arrow flying and
lighting in Manokwari where it burst into flames. He developed a burden to go
there. 

When he got there he slipped himself in as a member of the Pentecostal
Church.  He  began  to  have
opportunities  to  teach  at  the  church.
He started to talk about the Holy Spirit
and  His  work  and  about  scriptural
order  in  the  Church.  The  Church
authorities became furious. Vecky had
thought  that  the  vision  of  the  arrow
falling  and  causing  a  fire  meant  that
the  city  would  catch  on  fire  for  God
when he arrived. But now it began to
dawn on him that the real meaning was
that he would be tried by fire. He was
mocked,  derided  and  threatened.  He
began  a  little  prayer  meeting  at  the
house of some church members. They
prayed and fasted and struggled. Then
they  began  to  go  out  and  witness.
Miracles started to happen; the Lord's
power was manifested the fellowship is
growing rapidly and is now attended by
people  from  Protestant  and  Catholic
Churches,  from  The  Evangelical
Alliance Mission and others. 



Vecky was home for a holiday while I was in Abepura, so I was able to get
the  above  information  through  an  interview  with  him.  He  plans  to  go  to
Wamena in the next few days for a brief time of ministry before returning to
Manokwari. 

Vecky is originally from Manado from a Christian family but they have lived
in Sentani (near Abepura) for a long time. 

He is no stranger .to persecution. While still a student at the Holy Hill, he
was sent to Sarmi to open a prayer fellowship with some of his acquaintances
there. The heads of the Protestant Church heard about it and were angry. He
was put in prison and treated roughly. They poured cold water on him in the
middle of the night. In the day time they interrogated him for hours with a rod
lying  on  the  desk  in  front  of  the  interrogator.  The  Holy  Spirit  helped  him
because the interrogation ended with the interrogator admitting that he was a
church member and supposed to be a Christian but had been unable to give
up smoking. He asked Vecky to pray for him. 

ransike 
In  1974 several  people  in  the fellowship  at  Abepura saw a vision  of  a

compound in the jungle. They didn't know just where it was. Muliawan and
Obed were sent to Manokwari to see if they could find it. They started asking
at  the churches in  Manokwari,  but  they were rejected by all  the churches
there. They slept two nights on a table at the police station. Finally, they found
some  missionaries  that  led  them  to  Ransike.  After  praying  there,  they
proceeded through the jungle for two more days. There they found the place,
they had seen in the vision. It was a tribal village known as Bovermonny. After
some investigation they found a fourteen year old boy who had been to school
in Ransike and could speak Indonesian. He became their interpreter. Miracles
started to happen. Blind, deaf and lame people were healed. Many turned to
the Lord. 

They then went on to several other Villages in the area. In one Village there
was no interpreter. The Lord said: "Go ahead and talk." So they proceeded to
preach in Indonesian, even though they knew none of the tribes people could
understand Indonesian. 

After talking for a while about Jesus, they said: "If any of you are sick, put
your hand on the part of you that is sick." They saw many people putting their
hands  on  part  of  their  body.  Obviously  the  people  understood  them.  The
people were all healed and a congregation now exists in that village. 

The number of Christians in that area has continued to grow steadily. A
young man from the area called Levi Inden was sent to the Holy Hill to be
trained. Now he is back as pastor for the Christians in the area. 



BOAT MINISTRY 

I have gradually pieced together the story of our boat "Imanuel". Apparently
a few months ago it was about to enter the mouth of a river. It had a heavy
load on the deck so that it was somewhat top heavy. It was rounding a point
where the seas were very heavy. At that exact moment the engine died. They
couldn't get it going again. The ship became helpless and began to rock in the
waves until it tipped over and sank. The hull has broken apart on the Goral
reef. Salvage crews haven't been invented here and there are no ships of any
size near enough to try to salvage it.  Several attempts with the small craft
available in the area have failed. The problem seems to be insuperable. 

Obed still  has a vision for boat ministry and has even been considering
starting over again to build another one. He was at Lawang when I left. The
discussion then centered around the time element. We feel the time for using
a Gospel boat here is probably very limited. We might use up all  our time
building it. The fellowship at Lawang thought it might be better to buy a boat,
either second hand or new, that can be used now. 

We  certainly  would  appreciate  your  prayers  for  clear  guidance  in  this
matter. 

GARY HOLMES 
My first experience with the Holy Way mission was in January 1980. Up till

that time I had never heard of the work in Lawang. When I left Australia, one of
my friends had in his pocket a piece of paper that had written on it: DARTO -
LAWANG. With this limited information and practically no knowledge of  the
Indonesian language, I travelled through Sumatra then down through Java-
getting off a bus in Lawang and praying for someone who could speak English
and who knew a person called Darto. Father God in His own loving way led
me to a restaurant and inside was a lady who spoke English and also knew
Darto. 

LBTC was an experience in  God that  I  had been longing for  for  many
years.  The  programs,  the  learning  to  walk  in  the  Spirit,  the  prayer,  the
commitment to the Holy Way, the commitment to each other, outreach to the
lost and also an end time word of the Lord is getting close to that Church
found in the Book of Acts. 

As we talked about people from Australia, it became clear, that in a very
indirect  way,  I  also  had  roots  in  this  work.  Fr.  Stube  had  prayed  for  an
Australian missionary named Keith Browning and on his return to Australia,
Keith  prayed for me. That  was in  May 1965. Since that  time I  have been
working amongst homeless and destitute youth and in rehabilitation work with
alcoholics and drug dependants. 

June this year I was invited to participate at the first Discipleship Training



School in Indonesia; sponsored jointly by The Holy Way (LBTC) and Youth
With a Mission (YWAM). Students came from all over Indonesia and we had a
blessed  ten  weeks  together  in  very  close  community  that  Indonesian  are
renowned for. Phase 1 of the course is all theory with classroom lessons 8-
12:30; 3-5; 7-10 p.m. That is a heavy work load for village people and students
who may not  have  progressed  far  at  school.  The  Lord  is  good  and  gave
everyone a blessing. 

Phase 2 is now in operation, where teams are in many areas of Indonesia.
I  am in  the  process  of  visiting  teams  in  as  many  areas  as  I  can  before
departing Indonesia in November for Australia. 

The team in Bali is headed by two graduates of LBTC -- other members are
new to walking in the Spirit, but all looks to be going well. Some are doing
beach ministry;  some are doing work in the children's home, some helping
Rus Alit with his work in the villages. Good experience for all of them. 

The team in  Surabaya is  headed by the ex-manager  of  the Casino.  In
Surabaya there are 170 different prayer meetings. This team is reaching to as
many of these groups as they can. All of them are new Christians, but longing
to walk in the Spirit. They have had wonderful miracles of God's provision for
food, finance, and the house they live in has been given free for their use. I
was happy to see them increasing in faith. 

From  Surabaya  I  came  by  ship  to  Manado.  It  was  probably  the  most
difficult experience in my whole Christian life. There were over three hundred
people on this ship, but we were ordered by the company to go and help a
ship that had broken down. More than 700 people boarded our ship, making in
excess of a thousand people. Bathing, food and especially drinking water was
very difficult. However, every morning we had a prayer and praise meeting
with  teaching.  We saw many people  come to  Jesus,  and some wonderful
healings. One young man who has Christian parents praying for him had been
a paid ruffian in Jakarta. He told me he had killed four men and there was no
reason not to believe him because of the way his friends respected him -- he
was only nineteen years old. On the ship he made a commitment and needs
our prayers desperately as he battles the things of the past. 

Manado Bible Training Center students are very busy in their programme of
looking after many prayer-fellowships. Every night there are two meetings that
different students attend and guide the people in the ways of the Spirit. Some
of the places are far from Manado and roads are not good, so by small bus it
can take a long time getting there but the meetings are always refreshing and
make it worth the hardships. Each day the students study together and every
afternoon is necessary to prepare for the meetings. 

Sangihe Island is relatively new in the Charismatic realm. A small prayer
group is meeting in the home of the Makahanaps. A team has been sent from
the Discipleship Training school; who will remain until the end of November.



Father  Stube  will  be  ministering  during  October.  There  is  much  potential
amongst the young people and plans are already drawn up for the Sangihe-
Talaud Bible Training Center. 

Now I am in Sorong and heading for Jayapura, then down to Kupang. So
happy in  tile  Lord  to  see  the  work  of  God reaching into  the  Villages,  the
mountains,  the  islands  of  this  beautiful  collection  of  land  masses  called
Indonesia --147 million people whom God loves. 

Gary Holmes 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -

Gary Holmes is  a  young Methodist  minister
from near  Perth  Australia.  He  helped  with  the
Discipleship  Training  School  at  Lawang,  and
since has been touring the country visiting the
teams that were sent out from there. 

Merauke 
Merauke is a small town on the south coast

of  Irian  not  far  from  the  New  Guinea  border.
Most  of  the  people  are  Christian  with  a  small
number  of  Moslems.  In  1978  Obed  and
Muliawan went to Merauke and opened a prayer
fellowship. They were there for two months and
saw an outpouring of the Spirit. 

The wife of a high government official there became on fire for the Lord.
She took responsibility for leading the fellowship after the team left. A year or
so ago, she came for a short visit at the Holy Hill.  From there she went to
Serui to visit another high government official and his wife. The wife of that
official also received the Baptism in the Spirit, and after the earthquake, the
official began to enter into the life of the fellowship also. 

The Lord's work in Merauke has continued to prosper and to reach out to
the tribes nearby. 

Yance Orpe, from Abepura went to Merauke for a visit. From there he took
the one hour plane ride to Digul and went up river by canoe. He got lots of
Protestants and Catholics soundly converted and filled with the Spirit. This got
him put in prison. In the prison he led one of his fellow prisoners to the Lord
and baptized him in the bathroom of the prison. Yance is now a school teacher
in Merauke and ministers with the prayer fellowship. 

Didimus, a recent graduate of the Holy Hill, is also stationed in Merauke
and is helping with the work of the prayer fellowship. They hope in the near
future to do some more work among the tribes along the Digul River. 


