
The Holy WayThe Holy Way
April-1981April-1981

A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way.

ISAIAH 35:8

manadomanado
We saw a unique manifestation of God's power to change people during

eleven very busy days in Manado last October. Manado is one of the principal
cities of Indonesia, located in the northeast corner of the island of Celebes. 

The principal crop in the area is cloves. There are also large palm trees,
which yield  copra  in  abundance.  The people,  even out  in  the  villages are
wealthy, at least by Indonesian standards. 

Much of the wealth is spent on clothes and on maintaining their sense of
importance.  The  Manadonese  are  beautiful  people,  but  they  attach  much
importance to position and the high regard of other people, at least until the
Lord gets a hold of them. 



On arrival Antok and I were met at the airport by Sukamto and several of
the kids from the Manado Bible Training Center. With them were several of the
directors of our branch of the Holy Way in Manado. 

After  a  rather  stiff  and  formal  session  with  the  directors  at  Major
Suherman's  house,  we  were  taken  to  the  Manado  Bible  Training  Center,
where we were staying. We immediately met all the inhabitants and settled in,
feeling at home. 

The area around Manado has a tradition of being Christian, which goes
back several centuries. At present the area is about 90% Christian, consisting
of  a  majority  of  Protestants,  with  lesser  numbers  of  Catholics,  and  other
smaller groups. 

At the beginning of 1973 one of our teams, sent out from the 1972 Lawang
Bible Camp arrived in Manado. They were received by the Rev. Mr. Deki, a
Pentecostal  pastor,  by Capt.  Suherman and his family,  and by Ronny and
Thilde  Langelo.  Capt.  Suherman  and  his  family  are  Protestants;  Ronny
Langelo is Catholic and his wife Thilde is Protestant. 

The team made a campaign in the field near the Langelo’s house. Several
people were healed, including a blind person who received his sight. Lots of
people who had been nominal Christians, members of various churches, were
converted. They really began to know the Lord and have fellowship with Him. 

ASSEMBLING TOGETHER 
Prayer  Meetings  were  started  at  the  houses  of  the  Pelealu  family,  the

Langelo  family,  and.  the  Suherman  family.  These  prayer  groups  continue
today. They began to experience the Baptism in the Spirit. 

Our team stayed on for several months and led them into worship in the
Spirit. 

Two fellowships or evangelistic associations were formed shortly after this.
The Kftlvari association followed the principles our team had given, and has
continued to walk in the Spirit. The other, the Anugrah (Grace) Association,
was  formed  around  an  American  named  Anderson,  who  is  a  radical
dispensationalist fundamentalist and against most everything, particularly the
work of the Holy Spirit. He caused as much trouble as possible until he was
finally kicked out of the country a year or so ago. His pupils still try a little, but
have become largely ineffectual. 

Another source of confusion has been Pentecostal people who have come
into the prayer groups, and led the people into their own liturgy, causing the
freedom of  the Spirit  to be replaced by a lot of  singing followed by a long
sermon. 

Another group has come from Java. They seem to believe in the gifts of the



Spirit;  but  they  specialize  in  prophecies  that  accuse  people  and  exalt  the
leader  of  their  group.  They  try  to  move  everybody  into  their  church
denomination. 

All  of  these  influences  have  constituted  a  sifting  process,  which  has
required the people who really want to go on with the Lord to seek the truth
more deeply. 

Over the years members of the fellowships in Manado have been sent to
Lawang to  learn more about  the ways of  the Spirit.  They came back and
reported. Also early in 1977 we sent a team there for a few months. But by this
title the Pentecostal liturgy had been quite firmly established and the prayer
meetings were firmly in the hands of a few experts, who were elevated and
acclaimed as leaders. 

After the Lawang Bible Camp of 1978, Darto and I went with a team to
Manado for a seminar, which was held in an arena. Attendance ran well over
a, thousand. Many received the Baptism in the Spirit. We tried to give direction
as much as possible concerning the continuation life and worship in the Spirit. 

TRAINING CENTER BEGUN 

After the seminar a branch of The Holy Way was formed there. A board of
directors  was formed.  Agoes and  Yakub were  left  there  to  start  a  training
program. After a few weeks Yakub returned to Java, and Herry Stube, who
was doing a year of internship in Indonesia, was sent to help out with the new
training center. After a few months Keith Browning came from Australia and
was there for six months. 

Major Suherman rented them a small house he owns on the edge of the
city. Herry, Keith, and the young people who were gathering to study with them
enlarged and fixed up the house. In August 1979 Herry had to return to his
school in America, and Keith could no longer get his visa extended. Horman
Ponto  and  Paula  Tasusane,  two  graduates  of  the  Lawang  Bible  Training
Center, both of them natives of Sangihe, had been sent the re in the meantime
to help. But we were still in a leadership crisis.

In  November  1979  Pilipus  Sukamto  was  moved  to  Manado  from  our
training center  in  Jayapura,  Irian.  He is  doing an excellent  job as head of
the .Manado Bible Training Center. The work of the training center is going on
well. There is a very good spirit among the staff and students. 

From the beginning until Sukamto came, we had a serious problem with
leadership, because the people we had to send were too inexperienced and/or
too temporary. In addition, the board of directors of The Holy Way in Manado
and  the  training  center  had  very  little  communication  or  cooperation.  The
board members wanted to run it like an ordinary corporation. 

They resisted any effort on our part to explain the principles of The Holy



Way.  The  MBTC  wanted  to  operate  in  the  Spirit  in  accordance  with  the
principles of The Holy Way. The board members couldn't listen to the people
we sent, because our people were younger than they and had less position in
Babylon. This was still the situation when Antok and I arrived in Manado in
October. 

We immediately found that most of the prayer groups had fallen into the
same trap as many of the "charismatic" groups in the United States - that is,
they sing a whole bunch of songs and then listen to a speech by one of the
experts - in this case one of the directors of the branch of The Holy Way. 

Our first night in Manado, I sabotaged this liturgy early in the meeting by
praying out loud that the Lord would take over the meeting and frustrate all
men's plans. A good flow in the Spirit began to happen. Before I knew what
was happening, Antok, who knew little about the local situation at that time,
stood up and made a, speech on pride, based on Jonah's misadventures. It
was a terrible direct word, but with enough humor and love so that it could be
received. We were also depending heavily on prayer support from back here.
After  Antok's  speech  there  was  a  long  time  of  repentance.  Many people,
including the head of  the board,  humbled themselves before the Lord.  We
were well started into the Lord's miracle. 

After this we got totally caught up in 'the activities of the MBTC and all the
prayer  groups  they  attend.  Their  daily
schedule pretty much goes from 5 AM to
10 PM. The evening meal is  about 10
PM, when they get home from evening
ministry. 

In  the  mornings  I  taught  at  the
MBTC. Lots of young people came. The
first two days I taught on the meaning of
"Word."  Then  I  shifted  to  end-time
teaching,  because  they  had  lots  of
questions on that topic. 

At the beginning it  was pretty uphill,
because everyone was still  very self-conscious and posing, trying to attract
attention. The people in Manado have a habit of coming an hour or more late
to meetings. They sneak in the back and try to sit in the back seats which are
already full. This means that everybody has to move, and disturbs the meeting
as much as possible. They pretend to be humble in wanting to come in the
back, but actually it is an unconscious scheme to draw attention. At MBTC we
sabotaged them, by locking the back doors and making them sit in the empty
seats at the front. 

We also pointed out the inverse types of pride, such as shyness, and false
modesty, that prevent them from communicating with other people. 



As the days went  by the atmosphere got  better  and better.  The young
people  began  to  be  open,  relaxed,  and  friendly.  We  began  to  have  an
unusually beautiful flow in the Spirit. 

HOUSE MEETINGS 

Every afternoon and evening there are house meetings all over the city and
in the surrounding villages,  several  each afternoon and evening.  They had
been in the habit of doing the singing and long sermon routine. The MBTC
kids were required by the board of directors to attend all of them, but hadn't
been allowed to participate. While we were there, we always came at starting
time. Before anybody could start the liturgy, I prayed for the Lord to take over
and do His thing. 

The meetings got better and better as time went by I said less and less,
and the flow in  the Spirit  became more and more beautiful.  Many people,
especially the young people began to take part and manifest the gifts of the
Spirit. By Wednesday I didn't  speak at all.  The worship flowed through two
house meetings.  The Lord  taught  directly  with  prophetic  utterance.  At  one
point I saw one of the directors beginning to finger his Bible, and I was afraid
he was going to make a speech. I knew that that would destroy what the Lord
was doing. I silently prayed to the Lord: "How can I stop him without being too
impolite?" Suddenly I heard my voice praying out loud: "Lord, I sure thank you
that we don't need any man to preach at us, because you are teaching us so
beautifully."  The  director  laid  down  his  Bible  and  relaxed,  joining  in  the
worship. 

Thursday  evening  we  had  a
stormy  session  with  the  board  of
directors. I explained to them very
clearly about the principles of The
Holy  Way  and  its  organization.
Actually these principles had been
explained  before  by  Kamto  and
Horman, but the directors had not
listened  because  of  their  pride.  I
told  them  firmly  enough  so  that
they had to hear. I  also explained
how they could straighten it out. 

They  loudly  and  firmly
expressed their own importance and their rebellion. We left it with the idea that
I would recommend to the headquarters in Lawang that they be given several
months to start bringing themselves in line with the aims and objectives of The
Holy Way and that then a decision would be made as to their continuation. 

Every  Friday  at  MBTC is  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  and  study.  Vast
numbers of young people came. For five hours the Spirit flowed in one of the



most beautiful services I have ever been in anywhere. 

There was much worship in the Spirit, and lots of beautiful new psalms.
The last hour or so the Lord showed us places He wanted to send teams. The
teams were chosen and prayed for. The Lord then called several new students
to fill the vacant places in the training center. 

After ten days of glorious ministry and open warfare we left for Sangihe. A
week later we came back to find vast changes. By this time all  the prayer
groups were  moving  in  the  freedom of  the  Spirit,  especially  in  the  young
people’s meetings. Nobody was presuming to control the meetings or to make
long, pompous speeches. The whole atmosphere had changed.

The two most violent opponents on the board had resigned. The attitude of
the others had changed radically. I had a good talk with some of the leaders
and found a new atmosphere entirely. The Lord had performed a true miracle
of transformation from top to bottom. The work of His Spirit is beautiful and
powerful.

Reports from Manado since my return to the States have indicated that the
change of atmosphere and the new found freedom in the Spirit  have been
enduring. 

I know that I have never been noted for gentleness, but even I was horrified
at how violently we approached the situation in Manado. At the same time I did
feel peace in my heart about it. Clearly the Lord used our ministry and brought
a glorious victory.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS

By the time you receive this letter, Andrew Stube and Agoes Endarsa will
have returned to Indonesia. They hope to be in Lawang in time for Bible Camp
the middle of April. Agoes will be returning to his duties on the staff at Lawang.
Andy will be in Lawang for a time of orientation, after which he will probably be
sent out to one of our newer posts. 

Please pray for Bible Camp at Lawang the middle of April. Bill Britton with
be there again. People will be gathering from all over the country. They are,
expecting exciting times. 

Bill O'Neill, one of The Holy Way's board members was given a partially
built fifty five foot schooner. He and his fellowship in northern Virginia had no
idea  what  they  would  do  with  it,  except  that  Bill  hoped  it  could  be  used
somehow for the work in Indonesia.  In the meantime Maureen Burnell,  an
engineer, who is currently on the staff at Bethany Fellowship, was praying for
the Lord to provide her with exactly that type of boat for ministry in Indonesia.
She had had several years experience evangelizing around the islands on a
somewhat smaller ferro-cement boat. Herry was able to get Maureen and Bill



in contact with each other. This month Maureen and a team from Bethany are
expected to arrive to begin outfitting the boat. 

Herry  Stube  graduates  from  Bethany  Fellowship  Missionary  Training
Center in May of this year. He and Father Stube will be available for speaking
engagements during the' summer and fall, after which Herry plans to return to
Indonesia. 

ELI 
When I was in Abepura, I met a young man named Eli, who told me some

amazing stories about his experiences in ministry around Irian. The following
accounts are the result of my interview with him. 

pukam 
In 1976 Eli, a young man from the Dani tribe near Wamena and a student

at the Holy Hill, Muliawan, Ester Sitorus (from Sumatra), Sugianto, a school
teacher in Jayapura and Andreas Athabu, another student at the Holy Hill,
went to Wamena. From there they walked three days into the jungle to Pukam,
a  tribal  Village,  described  as  being  located  on  the  boundary  between  the
cannibalistic  and  non-cannibalistic  tribes.  They  stayed  in  Pukam  for  four
months and proclaimed the Gospel there. The people were totally closed to
the Gospel. 

A  tremendous  earthquake
occurred. The Lord spoke through
the  earthquake  but  they  still
hardened their hearts. So the Lord
allowed  a  war  involving  seven
tribes.  Most  of  the  people  either
killed each other or were killed by
the police the government sent in
to  stop  the  fighting.  The
government  then  burned  their
Villages to the ground. 

Two young men from Pukam, Yan and Yesaya, the first of whom is the
chief’s son,  came to  the Holy Hill  and are being trained there.  They have
learned to speak Indonesian and to read and write. They have made some
adjustment to town life and they are learning the fundamentals of the Gospel
to take back to their people, believing that their tribe and its neighbors will
eventually  come to the Lord.  At  the very latest  this  will  happen when Yan
succeeds hie father as tribal chief. 

Eli, a member of the team that evangelized there, will be mentioned later in
this report. He was a native of the region where they were evangelizing. He



had been converted several years before and had been sent to a Pentecostal
Bible school in Biak. But in his second year there the Lord spoke to him to
leave the school and to go home. He arrived just in time to join Muliawan's
team and to serve as their translator. He was somewhat new in the ways of
the Lord. One day Muliawan was preaching a very hard message and Eli was
afraid  to  translate  what  Muliawan  was  saying,  so  he  made  up  his  own
message. Eli became very sick and was on the point of death. He confessed
his unfaithfulness in the translation and was immediately healed. This was a
turning point in his life, because from that moment on he became truly serious
about the Lord's work. 

serui 
At the conclusion of the Bible Camp held near Abepura in 1977 several

teams were sent out. Eli, then a graduate of the Holy Hill went to Serui with
Dolfi and Juli who had recently come from Lawang. After one week they had
formed a prayer fellowship. Dolfi and Juli went on to their new' post in Sorong,
leaving Eli  with the new prayer  fellowship.  Miracles started to happen; the
word  got  around;  people  of  all  denominations  began  to  gather  in  great
numbers and were filled with the Spirit. They learned to worship in the Spirit
and minister in the Spirit. 

After  about  a  year  the  members  of  the  prayer  fellowship  began  to
evangelize the tribes in the area interior at the upper reaches of the Wapoga
River. A few of the people in the followship at Serui were from some of the
tribes  in  this  area.  They acted  as  interpreters  for  the  other  people  of  the
fellowship. Eventually they evangelized thirteen tribal villages. In each, people
were baptized and new little  congregations were formed.  These tribes are
small with an average number of about two or three hundred people. 

In each case the evangelists had to find some way to make contact with
the people. If strangers come, they tend to run away and disappear into the
jungle. They usually have to be bribed with salt, cloth, tools arid the like. After
they  have  been  evangelized  and  congregations  formed,  they  have  to  be
instructed.  In  the case of  those that  have educated tribal  members,  these
become  the  pastors  and  interpret  the  biblical  teaching  for  their  people.
Sometimes young people  from the tribes are taken to  town and taught  to
speak, read and write Indonesian and then are taught what they need to know
about the Christian faith so that they can present it to their tribe in terms of
their culture. 

As the work continued to grow and spread, Eli asked for help. Vecky was
sent from Abepura with Rawan, who was visiting from Java. Alfons and Naulus
followed.  They  wanted  to  make  a  campaign  in  Serui,  but  the  churches
opposed them radically and the government  was afraid to give permission.
The  Lord  told  the  fellowship  in  Serui  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  great
earthquake and that  it  was God's  commentary on their  refusal  to give His



Word free access there. The earthquake occurred the next day and caused
vast destruction. Churches and homes where our teams had been received
were not destroyed, but their neighbors on either side were. This caused one
of the high government officials to become a member of the fellowship. After
the earthquake, teams from the fellowship went to the government officials
and to the churches to let them know that this was indeed God's judgement.
This  has  caused  a  greater  in  the  openness  to  the  Gospel  and  greatly
strengthened the prayer fellowship there.

sarmi
On the strength of Eli's success in the Serui area, he has now been hired

as a teacher for a new training program that has been opened among the
tribes near Sarmi. This training program is under the direction of John Coff, an
American,  born  near  Wamena,  who  speaks  six  tribal  dialects.  He  is  the
coordinator of the Christian and Missionary Alliance mission for the area. 

Also cooperating with the training program there are two women from SIL
(Summer Institute of Linguistics), a translation work that is very active all over
Irian).

Sarmi  encompasses  a  vast  area,  with  several  hundred  small  tribes
scattered through the jungles and up into the mountains. The C & MA training
school is gathering together young people from the tribes and training them
still  in  jungle  conditions.  They have  given  Eli  freedom to  have  them pray
together with a measure of freedom in the Spirit. They are then taught the
basics of the Christian faith and of tribal evangelism. They spend two months
at the Center, two months in the field  and alternate this process as long as
they need to, to become competent on their own. 

 



IN MEMORIAM 
Calista McGuire, a director of The Holy Way, almost from its beginnings,

died suddenly on February 18 in Lewistown, Montana. She taught in the public
schools in Lewistown until November of 1980. Her husband, Lloyd McGuire
was President of The Holy Way board for many years and still serves on the
board. The McGuires have seen us through many trials and struggles, and
gave wise leadership and support. Calista had wanted to have more time for
intercession, and had been doing so since her retirement from teaching. We
trust that she will now continue this ministry before the Throne. We give thanks
and praise to God for her life.

PRAYER REQUEST 
Father Stube has written a book on evangelism, church planting, and spiritual
growth.  This  book  incorporates  the  lessons learned  during  the  .seventeen
years of The Holy Way mission in Indonesia. We published the Indonesian
version of it in Lawang about six years ago and it is now in its second printing.
The Holy Way board has decided to undertake the publishing of the English
version. We request your prayers for this project. 


