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 . . . . . . from Indonesia  from Indonesia 

Magelang, Central Java, September 15 

Dear Friends, 

At present I am on a quick tour of parts of Java. I am visiting churches and
prayer  groups where  we  have  had  considerable  ministry  in  the  past.  The
church in Magelang had thirty members when we first visited here years ago.
Sixteen of them got baptized in the Spirit and began to pray together. Then
they began to move out in evangelism. The church began to grow, until now it
has over 1500 members, and they have opened ten branches in little Villages
scattered around the countryside. The pastor and his wife still both work full-
time  as  school  teachers  in  the  public  schools.  The  churches  growth  and
development has truly been a work of the Holy Spirit. A large percentage of
the members are here because at same time or other they have experienced
the miraculous healing power of the Lord. The members tend to evangelize
wherever they go, but many people just  come in uninvited, either because
they have heard of the Lord's power being manifested here, or in some cases,
just because the Lord led them. 

We arrived here last evening in time for the Sunday evening service. The
church was packed. They began to sing extensively and enthusiastically. Then
they sang in the Spirit for a long time. Then people began to share visions
they  were  seeing  and  others  explained  the  visions  through  prophetic
utterance. This sort of led into my speaking on Matthew 11:11-14, which is the
passage  the  Lord  told  me I  was  to  use  everywhere  on  this  trip.  I  mostly
emphasized  the  Lord's  help  when  we  encounter  all  kinds  of  trials  and
difficulties.  After  I  finished,  Darto  led  them  in  a  time  of  dedication  and
commitment to the Lord,  after which the visions and prophecies happened
again. There was a tremendously heavy anointing on the whole scene. 

I think that I forgot to mention at the outset, that I am taking this trip with
Darto, the head of the training center at Lawang, and Barjo, one of the office
staff there. We have to get back to Lawang on the 19th of September. 

On the 24th I start my tour of the islands. I will be going first to our two



posts on Irian Jaya; Abepura and Sorong. I understand that the new training
center  building  in  Sorong  is  already  being  built.  I  am  excited  about  this,
because  I  have  never  been  to  Irian  before.  From Sorong  I  plan  to  fly  to
Manado in northern Celebes about October 10. I am anxious to see the new
training center there. I will then take a boat trip to the small island of Sangihe
to the north, where a brand new training center is in the process of  being
started. After that I head south to Ujung Pandang (formerly Makassar) on the
southern end of Celebes. I will accompany Buliher Nababan to Tana Toraja in
the  interior,  where  he  is  teaching  in  the  villages  and  instructing  the  local
pastors. From there I intend to go briefly to Kalimantan (Borneo) and to visit
our post in the interior. 

I do covet your prayers. Because of the tight schedule, I will  be relying
heavily on air transportation, which is uncertain at best here. More than that, I
ask your  prayers  for  the  ministry  so that  it  may truly  be a  blessing to  all
concerned. 

I love you all very much and appreciate your prayers and support. 

In Jesus love, 
Edwin B. Stube

FARM

One afternoon I went up to Gebug to take a look at our farm. One of the
cows died recently. She was pregnant and apparently had a problem related
to the pregnancy. She had internal bleeding. She was the first one they bought
when they started the farm. There are now five full size cows and two young
ones. Four of the full-grown cows are pregnant, most of them near to calving
time.

They bought some more land lately (about ½ hectare) part of which is in
coffee bushes. Two members of the Holy Way community live at the farm and
take care of  it  with the help  of  some part  time helpers from the village in
Gebug. They are having water problems and hope to acquire another piece of
land nearby that has a spring on it. 

I believe that this farm is important, because as I was on retreat, it seemed
to me that the Lord is saying, we need to become more independent to face
the hard times that are ahead.

The prayer of but a few humble and honest people can change the entire
course of history

… if my people who are called by my name shall humble themselves and pray
… Then I shall hear from heaven and heal their land.



DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING 

When I arrived at our training center in Lawang, there was a great crowd
there. They had just finished a three month Discipleship Training School in
cooperation with Youth With a Mission.  There had been 94 enrolled in the
course plus a number of  guests  (all  of  whom were put  up and fed at  the
training center, which normally holds 35). They had had a good experience.
The YWAM people had done a lot in terms of inner healing and counselling,
which we had not done much of before. Many people and relationships were
helped by it. When I came they were in the process of sending large teams all
over the islands for the outreach part of the course. Day by day the house was
emptying out. (Empty around the LBTC means around 15 to 20 people). I will
meet many of these teams in my travels around the islands. 

. . .  I shall give you rest. . .  I shall give you rest

THE CATHOLIC SCENE 

Before I started on my journeys I stole two or three days to make a retreat
at the Carmelite Monastery in Batu. While I was there I had a talk with my
friend Father Yohanes Indrakusuma. Four or five years ago we helped him to
put on the first Life in the Spirit Seminar in Malang. Since then he has done
several Life in the Spirit Seminars in Malang, Surabaya and elsewhere. He is
much in demand for seminars and retreats all over. At present he is leading a
two month course in spirituality for about fifty of the heads of convents and
monasteries  from  all  over  Indonesia.  He  is  leading  them  gently  into  the
fullness of the Spirit. They have two charismatic prayer meetings a week (one
of which I was able to attend). Most of them have already been baptized in the
Spirit. The meeting I attended had a beautiful sweet gentle spirit. Fr. Yohanes'
approach is so subtle and gentle that people hardly know what has happened
to them until  it  has happened.  The result  is  that  the Charismatic  scene is
spreading  quite  rapidly  in  the  Catholic  Church  in  spite  of  considerable
opposition and persecution. 

. . .  The water I give you shall become a spring. . .  The water I give you shall become a spring
providing you you with living water … providing you you with living water … 



WATER

The young people at the Lawang Bible Training Center decided that we
needed a well  to supplement the city water,  which is inadequate when we
have large numbers of people. Wells in our neighborhood usually hit water at
between ten and twenty meters. Somebody suggested the forked stick stunt.
But I said: "Better to ask the Lord." A man in a nearby Village had a vision of
our students digging in a certain place in the front yard. So while I was away
on retreat, they started to dig. They struck water at 1.6 meters, and have a
good flow even though it is getting towards the end of the dry season. They
had dug down to seven meters and were into sand when I left. They were
about to cement it in. 

 

NONGKOJAJAR : 
NOSTALGIA TRIP 

One afternoon I went up to the
village in the mountains where we
lived for five years. It brought back
many  pleasant  memories  of  the
good times that our family and our
first team had there. Somehow the
terrible  struggles  we  experienced
there  as  we  were  getting  started
and  going  through  the  growing
pains  of  our  mission  have  sort  of
mellowed  out  in  my  memory  and
somehow  become  a  comfortable
part of a good period of my life. 

I  enjoyed fellowship with Stefanus Gunawan, who is the sole remaining
member of our original Holy Way team. He is pastoring a little flock there and
in several of the smaller villages round about, being faithful and doing a good
job. 

The next morning Stefanus and I took a walk up the hill to the church and
Junior High School, where several of our children went to school. We sat and
chatted for an hour or more with Mr. Susetyo, the principal of the Junior High
School and his wife. He is old now, but still carrying on as ever and rejoicing in
the miracles the Lord continues to perform there miracles of God's provision
for the material needs of the orphanage, and miracles of conversions among
the students and sometimes their families. 


