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NEWS FROM LAWANG

The  end  of  March  the  Lawang  Bible  Training  Center  graduated  the
following persons: 

1.  Lazarus 7.  Luther 
2.  Mangunduk 8.  Oktavianus 
3.  Haria 9.  Klara 
4.  Genelin 10. Markus 
5.  Erlina 11. Agus 
6.  Marta 12. Imanuel 

These graduates have not been sent out on permanent assignments, at
least for the time being, but have been given responsibilities as members of
the  staff  at  Lawang.  This  is  an  effort  to  strengthen  and  bring  some
organization into  the community  and  work  at  Lawang.  New students have
been  joined  to  these  staff  members  into  departments,  each  with  its  own
particular responsibilities. 

NEW ELDERS 

On March 24, after prayer and fasting, Oktavianus and Luther were made
elders of the community to serve with Darto and Yoel. 

THE FARM 

Lazarus and Mangunduk are still responsible for the work of the farm. Now
Luther and Erlina will also be helping there, and some: of the new students
from time to time. We have bought three new cows, making a total of seven
including the two heifers. 

GUEST HOUSE 

The community in Lawang has been able to take over the lease on a rental
house. It is quite large and is being used as a guest house. With some repairs
an additional four guest rooms can be opened up. There is also a garage that
could be converted into sleeping rooms. This new facility relieves considerable
pressure at the Training Center, since guests are no longer mixed in with the
students.  The only problem is that  this house is quite a distance from the
Training Center. They are still looking for something nearer, but most places



closer  are  more expensive as well  as smaller,  so very likely  this  is  God's
provision. 

TEAMS TO THE ISLANDS 

At the end of Bible Camp last July teams were appointed and sent out to
the following Islands:

Nusa Penida Halmahera 
Riau Islands Sumba
Kalimantan Timor

RIAU ISLANDS 

In  Tanjung  Pinang  our  team  ministered  in  several  churches.  People
responded to the call to repent and turn to the Lord. 

In Air-Raja our team evangelized among the Vietnamese refugees. These
people  were  80% Buddhist,  15% Catholic,  5% Protestant,  Many,  including
some of the Buddhists, received Jesus as their Savior. 

On the island of Batam many nominal Christians turned over their magic
charms to be burned. They received peace and healing from the Lord. About
thirty members of the Presbyterian Church, including some of the elders, have
been baptized in the Spirit. A charismatic prayer group was formed. 

Karimun is an island of sailors, some of whom spend months at sea. Our
team evangelized along the docks and led many to the Lord. 

In  a  remote  place  on  the island of  Kundur our  team found a group of
Christians who were remaining faithful even though they had no one to pastor
then.  They  welcomed  our  team  with  joy  and  heard  the  teaching
enthusiastically. 

HALMAHERA 

The team consisted of Haryani (from the Manado Bible Training Center),
Erlina, and lmanuel. 

On the way to Halmahera the team spent three weeks at the Manado Bible
Training Center sharing in the ministry there. 

On arrival in Ternate (Halmahera) they began to contact churches. After
being  turned  away  by  several  churches,  they  were  well  received  at  the
Pentecostal  Church.  They ministered at  a youth meeting there.  The young
people received the Baptism in the Spirit and began to pray and worship in
tongues.  They  also  evangelized  at  the  hospital  where  a  burn  victim  was
healed and received Jesus. 

The  team contacted  the  heads  of  the  largest  Protestant  denomination.
They did  not  want our team to minister in  their  churches.  When the team



pressed them, they gave permission to go to the churches in some villages
south  of  Tobelo.  The  team was  warmly  welcomed by  the  congregation  in
Kupakupa. The whole program of the church was turned over to them -- the
main service, women's meeting, youth meeting,  Sunday school,  and house
prayer  meetings.  Three  or  four  hundred  people  attended.  They were  very
hungry for the word of God. 

The next village visited was Tobe, a village of "Christians" bound by sin and
heathen customs which prevented real fellowship with the Lord. The team held
an evangelistic campaign out of doors. 

A days journey brought them to Telaga Paca, a village of another tribal
group. These people had very recently emerged from the jungle and were still
very primitive. Most of them just wore loin cloths. The government and the
Protestant Church had both been trying to give them instruction. Our team
spent three nights there. Many sick people were healed and heard the Gospel.
The families live far apart and had to be visited one by one. 

Tobelo is the largest town in the area. There our team held meetings in
several of the churches. They had meetings every morning and evening. Many
young people were drawn to the Lord. Many received the Baptism in the Spirit.
The team spent a whole week at the Tabernacle Church. Nearly everyone was
baptized in the Spirit. They were able to be given direction about the work of
the Spirit in all their prayer groups. 

Returning to Ternate the team again ministered in the Pentecostal Church
and also to students and faculty at the Pentecostal Bible School. The director
of the Bible School, who is also District Superintendent of that denomination,
acknowledged that they needed evangelists. He wrote a recommendation for
their churches to cooperate with our mission and open an evangelism post
there.

A three day revival was held in Togo Raci with four meetings on Sunday in
different  places.  Many were filled  with  the Spirit  and entered into  beautiful
praise and worship. The Spirit took over the order of worship completely. The
pastor wanted to know more about the work of the Spirit and agreed to come
to Bible Camp in Lawang. 

On their way home the team went to Sarong, where a Pentecostal pastor
received the Baptism in the Spirit, spoke in tongues and prophesied.

KALIMANTAN (BORNEO)

After  a  short  time ministering in  churches in  Bal……an and Samarinda
(cities along the coast), our team headed for the interior, visiting fifty villages
along the Mahakam River. In the interior there are many Christians. In most of
these congregations it was necessary to encourage the Christians to get set
free from the idols they are still worshipping on the side. The Gospel was also
preached in a number of hither to unreached villages. 



At one of the villages, in the midst of an outdoor meeting suddenly heavy
rain started. The people started to run for cover, but the team said: "Would you
like to see God’s power manifested? If you stay the rain will stop. But if you
run away it will rain harder.” They all stay and praised the Lord because the
rain  stopped  as  suddenly  as  it  had  begun.  The  miracle  provided  a  living
sermon on the  power  of  God.  At  the  end of  the meeting the village chief
thanked the team for opening their spiritual eyes which had been blind. 

In many villages the people were set free from bondage to the powers of
darkness, people received Jesus, and were baptized. 

The team was the valley of the Mahakam River for four months. People of
that area have a very great hunger for the Word of God. 

In  these days our  daily  newspapers are filled  with  news of  the world's
progress through the events of Ezekiel 38 and 39. It is an awesome thing to
watch, and must be terribly frightening to non-Christians. Those of us who
know how the story comes out can see these events in a better perspective. 

As we go through this present time, it is important to keep in mind the great
and glorious purposes of our God: the total destruction of His enemies, the
preparation of His Bride, and the establishment of His Kingdom. 

I have just been studying the last few chapters of the Book of Revelation in
which these great themes leach their ultimate fulfilment on earth in the Last
Judgement, the marriage supper of the Lamb, and the descent of the New
Jerusalem. 

The overcomers in the Church are being prepared as a kingdom of priests
to rule with Christ in His Kingdom. They are being prepared by joining in the
heavenly worship before God's Throne and by getting the victory over all the
temptations and spiritual warfare on the earth. 

In a different metaphor the Bride of Christ, the people of God, having been
wooed over the centuries by the Lord, and purified and perfected in much
suffering  and  tribulation  by  the  washing  of  the  Word  of  God,  becomes  a



glorious Church without spot or wrinkle. 

We  know  that  hard  times  are  ahead,  Hardship  and  persecution  of
Christians is part of the picture. Strife and confusion, distress of nations is
another part of it. These we can endure and come out victorious if we keep
the final goals in mind. The terrible judgments and outpourings of God's wrath
do not apply to the overcomers.

This is not a time for half-hearted Christians. Overcomers are people who
follow  the  Lamb  wherever  He  goes.  And  He  has  never  been  noted  for
choosing the easy route. But His way of hardship and sacrifice is the road that
leads to the fulfilment of the glorious purposes of our God. 

God is calling us to re-examine our lives and the activities of our churches
and committees  in  the light  of  God's  ultimate objectives.  Do  our  activities
really put down the enemy, advance the Kingdom, and prepare the Bride? Are
we really doing our own thing or God's? 

It has to start with prayer – prayer in the heavenlies before the Throne. It
won't do to recite some prayers or rattle off some words we made up. When
we come into His Presence we are having an audience with the King. Most
likely we will  stand there gazing in wonder at the glory of God and of the
heavenly  hosts  surrounding  His  Throne.  Maybe  after  a  while,  we  will  get
caught up in that heavenly worship and join into some new songs. 

When we stand in His Presence, God will reveal Himself and His purposes.
There will be revelation too deep for ordinary words. There will also be a fresh
anointing and empowering for service. 

When the prayers of the saints go up on the Altar of Incense before the
Throne of God, things happen; God's purposes unfold; ministry goes forth.
God's power and glory is manifested. Nothing is ever the same again. 

A  Living Stone

Lord, let me be a rock

Not smoothly ground,

Yet waiting the Master’s touch

Shaped by His thoughts

Smoothed by His chisel

Make me a Living stone

Fit for Your use.

 – Barbara Stube 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLY CONVOCATION;

THURSDAY, JUNE 19 TO SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 1980 

AT THE CLAGGETT DIOCESAN CENTER, BUCKEYSTOWN, MD. 

The  Holy  Convocation  is  a  three  day  weekend  for  spiritual  renewal  and
refreshment  for  families.  Families  will  either  live  in  the  buildings  of  the
Claggett  Center  or  camp on the grounds.  Following an informal  schedule,
there  will  be time for  prayer,  praise,  faith  sharing,  Bible  reading,  the Holy
Eucharist, personal ministry, recreation and rest. For further information write
to: The Holy Way, Inc., 8C street, Mt. Savage, MD, tel.: (301) 264-3569 (Fr.
Stube's home phone) or: (301)-264-3524 (office phone). 

EVANGELISM  TRAINING  CONFERENCE  AUGUST  17-23  AT  THE
CLAGGETT DIOCESAN CENTER, BUCKEYSTOWN, MD 

The Evangelism Conference will explore the Biblical roots of evangelism. After
a period of study, prayer and reflection, participants may go from the Center to
do some evangelism in the community. This will be a multi-level conference
for those who attended last year and those who are attending for the first time.
For  further  information,  write  or  call  Fr.  Stube,  or  the  Claggett  Diocesan
Center, Buckeystown MD 21717, tel.: (301) 874-5122. 


