
SORONG UPDATE by Dolvi Salossa

When we returned to Sorong after the 1979 Bible Camp, we found great
progress. This certainly was no credit to us, but was growth directly from the
Lord. There is, first of all, growth among all the members of the fellowship.
Men, women, children, and young people, all are taking part in the work. Each
is  hearing  from the  Lord  and  understanding  the  Lord's  will  for  the  whole
fellowship. Those who have heavy demands on their time, the Lord is teaching
to  use their  time more efficiently.  Whenever problems arise,  or  any of  the
members are having troubles, others leave their own business and seek the
Lord's guidance together, often with fasting and prayer. The result is that no
one person becomes important, but all work compactly together.

In the middle of August, at the time of Idhul Fitri  (the Moslem holidays)
seventy four office workers and school children went camping up in the forest
where  they  fasted  and  prayed  and  sought  the  Lord's  will  for  His  Body in
Sorong.  Through gifts  of  the Spirit  and  revelations  they received  beautiful
instruction from the Lord. We returned with great  joy,  peace, and sense of
victory.

The Lord spoke to us about the unity of the Body of Christ, and indicated
how we should order our life together. He spoke to us also about our several
ministries in the Body. He also instructed us more perfectly about our worship.
He  said  that  these  three  things  applied  to  the  whole  Body  of  Christ,  but
particularly to us as the local manifestation of that Body in Sarong.

The Lord spoke to us about the unity of the Body of Christ, and indicated
how we should order our life together. He spoke to us also about our several
ministries in the Body. He also instructed us more perfectly about our worship.



He  said  that  these  three  things  applied  to  the  whole  Body  of  Christ;  but
particularly to us as the local manifestation of that Body in Sorong.

The  Lord  stressed  the
need  for  our  obedience  and
submission  in  the  Body  of
Christ. He stressed that all of
us  need  to  make  our
decisions  together,  and  act
together,  rather  than  each
doing  his  own  thing.  This
applies to personal and family
problems,  as  well  as
problems  of  the  whole
fellowship.

DOLVI, JULI AND FRIENDS

We still are somewhat uncertain as to the nature our training center is to
take here. Should we form one group of young people to study together in one
place' the way they do in Lawang? (Because up to now, we – Dolvi and Juli –
don't even have a house of our own.) Or should the training program include
all the office workers and school children and other working people.? In other
words, all the born again Christians who come to prayer meetings and share
together in life, ministry and worship together? At present it seems that the
Lord is leading us in the latter pattern.

We are all learning to take responsibility and to
be obedient and submissive to one another in the
fellowship, and are applying the same principles
in our own families.

The Lord is also leading about thirty or forty
persons to intercede every day at 12:00 noon for
the  building up of  the  Body of  Christ  in  all  the
world.

Every  Friday  afternoon  there  is  evangelism
and  the  forming  of  house  meetings  to  reach
people  who have  not  yet  been born again.  We
have  thirteen  teams  of  seven  or  eight  people
each. They are reaching many of their own family
members  and  bringing  them  to  new  life  in  the
Body of  Christ.  So we have about one hundred

who are active and working as members of the Body of Christ.

Every Monday, Thursday, and Saturday we all meet together for a prayer
meeting in accordance with the pattern of 1 Cor 14:26. We meet in an empty



church  building  that  we  are  borrowing.  All  the  members  of  the  prayer
fellowship are learning to minister to one another with the gifts of the Spirit.
About one hundred and fifty to two hundred people attend these meetings.
There is beautiful worship in the Spirit.  Sometimes it seems as though our
worship  has  been  united  with  that  of  the  angels  in  heaven,  and  we  are
standing  in  heavenly  places,  singing  a  beautiful  new  song  in  the  Spirit.
Occasionally everyone actually sees angels surrounding us. These meetings
usually last from 5 to 9 PM.

On Tuesdays we do the same thing in a housing development outside the
city, where the people are very poor. We use a tent which measures about 30
x 20 feet. The people bring grass mats to sit on.

Wednesdays we have smaller meetings in houses.

On Thursday evenings we go home from the prayer meeting about 9 PM.
But around 11 about forty to fifty of us gather again at the church building to
wrestle in prayer until 6 AM. Then those who work or go to school leave for
their respective tasks, fasting from food and from unnecessary talk. The rest
remain and pray at the church until the working ones return at noon. They then
continue praying again until 4 PM. Somewhere in the afternoon, as the Lord
directs, they have communion. Then at 5:30 PM the thirteen teams go out for-
evangelism (described above).

On Sundays they each go to their own churches. On Sunday afternoons,
often  some  of  the  members  help  others  with  tasks  such  as  building  or
repairing houses. They often help one another financially as need arises.

We are praying much about a place of  our own for meetings and for a
training center. We have a piece of land 30 x 20 meters, but its location is not
very strategic. We don't know whether to sell this and look for a more strategic
one. We also are praying about whether we should try to build something or
look for a building that we can buy. We appreciate the gifts of money we have
received from friends in America and also gifts of land and materials we have
received  from people  in  Sorong.  We request  your  prayers  for  God's  clear
direction in all these matters.

Opposition  from  the  churches
was quite severe at  the first,  but
now most of them approve of what
we  are  doing,  though  they  don't
actively cooperate. We continue to
pray and travail for the unity of the
Body of Christ.



THE  VILLAGES  AROUND

Lawang

KAMPUNG BARU

In  spite  of  much harassment,  the  Lord's  children  in  Kamrung Baru  are
persevering and growing spiritually. With considerable boldness they exercise
all the gifts of the Spirit and teach the Lord's Word. Although they are very
simple people, yet there are marvellously used by the Lord to hear His voice,
see visions, sing new psalms, and pray in the Spirit.

Once as they were having an all night prayer meeting and praying for all
the churches, the Lord answered by a vision as follows: A scroll with writing
was seen rolled up in the Lord's hand. They understood this to mean that
many  of  the  Lord's  secrets  have  not  been  opened  up  to  His  people.
Associated with this vision of  the scroll,  they saw also several small  flags,
which were part  white  and part  black.  They understood this to mean that,
because of an inadequate understanding of the Word of the Lord, Christians
do not have complete victory in their lives.

GEBUG

The congregation in this village has been there since 1972. But its growth
has been quite slow because of the bondage of the powers of darkness.

Many people are worshipping idols every day, on the banks of the streams,
in places of idol worship, under banyan trees, at big stones. They have many
types of magic practices. But, of course, we know that the Lord's power is
much greater than any ·of these powers of darkness.

In  the year  1973 many people  were  asking about  Jesus,  why He was
crucified, and many other such questions. A little group of Christians began to
gather for prayer and Bible study each evening, under the leadership of Barjo
from the LBTC.

But in time many fell away because of persecution and other temptations.

From  1976  to  February  of  1979,  Obaja  Rawan  and  his  family  from
Surabaya ministered to the congregation in Gebug. As they waited on the Lord
for direction, He told them to take a firm stand against all heathen practices,
gambling, and sin of all kinds that interfered with people's relationship with the
Lord. The Lord began to work in a remarkable way. People who had withdrawn



for a long time began to come back. The Sunday School, which had fallen
apart, began to be active again. People began to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
The Lord began to deal with disobedience, anger, impatience, and hardness of
heart. Each member of the congregation began to have a burden to take part
in the ministry.

At Christmas time last year, a celebration was held in three places, one
after the other. Quite a few new people came, were converted and filled with
the Spirit before they could even be baptized in water. The members of this
congregation experience many harassments and need our prayers.

A woman who is the daughter of one of the leaders of another religion, and
whose father is a prominent witch doctor, was healed of a stomach ailment,
was converted, and is following Jesus.

She  has  experienced  much  persecution  from  her  husband  and  other
members of her family, but she persisted in wanting to follow Jesus. So her
husband left her with her little child. She is having a real struggle for survival,
but still is determined not to let go of the Lord's hand.

TOYOMARTO

A little group of Christians in this village have persisted for five years in the
face  of  terrible  persecution.  Recently  this  little  group  began  to  have  a
tremendous burden to pray for those who have fallen away over the years.
The result has been that many who had fallen away have come back and are
attending meetings. Many new converts are coming to the Lord.

Many  members  of  the  congregation  are  beginning  to  move  out  in
evangelism.  The  Lord's  power  is  being  wonderfully  manifested  in  their
evangelism.  Many  sick  people  are  being  healed  and  turning  to  the  Lord,
getting baptized and coming to the meetings of the fellowship.

Here is the testimony of one of the new converts named Riadi: 

I didn't have any hope of living, because I had a diseased liver, lungs, and
heart. I had already sold my belongings and my house to pay witch doctors
and doctors and to buy medicine. Finally the witch doctor wouldn't even look at
me any more, because I was too sick, and there was no hope any more,

But at the last  minute I  heard about salvation and healing,  through the
testimony of a Christian. I expressed my willingness to become a believer. I
was prayed for. The Lord answered the prayer. He healed me and set me free
from the powers of darkness. I am well and getting stronger every day.

I have fully surrendered my life to Jesus, and my greatest desire now is to
have fellowship with Him every day.



ANTIOCH

A possible model for the training of lay ministry is what I call the Antioch
syndrome.

In  the Church at  Antioch there were prophets and teachers:  Barnabas,
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up
with Herod the tetrarch), and Saul. 

 – Acts 13

When the news got around that there was a new congregation forming in
Antioch, the Church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to minister to them. He went
to Tarsus and got Paul. The Lord gathered several other ministers of varied
backgrounds and talents. They became the local "prophets and teachers," and
had the oversight of the congregation, until the local congregation was able to
develop its own ministries.

In due time the Holy Spirit sent these borrowed ministers out two by two to
fulfill  their  own callings in other places, and the local  elders took over and
fulfilled their ministry as prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, and the like.

For  Paul,  Barnabas,  and their  associates,  Antioch  was both a  place of
ministry and a training center for their future ministries. (Ministry is, after all,
one of those things you have to learn by doing.)

Some of us have been thinking that people could be trained for ministry by
becoming  part  of  a  team,  ministering  in  a  local  congregation.  Such  team
members could come for a certain length of time – several months or a year or
more. They could become the "prophets and teachers" there, working with the
local ordained clergyman. They could become a catalyst for encouraging the
developing of local lay ministry. In time the Lord could send them back to their
original congregations or send them out to a new apostolate.

Someone asked if I was set up to take on trainees or interns according to
that pattern. I said: "Yes."

I don't know where this will lead.

Now it is over, all is still.
She has gone to a distant place
To be with God.
Peace, Joy and Laughter 

are now her reality.

Out is a cold plot
(One she had viewed every day
From her day room window),



Her former body lies 
The one so ill and lacking.

Her soul has gone to be with her father,
Who has replaced her body.
Now she can sing, dance, and even camp
On the lawn of her distant home.

On Earth she served her purpose;
A life of saintly dedication
To raise a family of eight
'Til all, like birds, have learned
To fly and live on their own.

Countless ones have received
Blessing from her life.
We in the family have all learned
To love God as she did,
And to walk with Him as she.

To have her go was an easy parting
Because God had fulfilled in her
All He'd intended.

May she enjoy her rest of many years
In the fellowship of saints and angels.
May the prayers she said and says
Be answered, in the coming days.

The Presence of God Himself in our lives
Shall fill the void.

Andrew T. Stube

Yesterday, while I was at the market,
An old friend and fellow worker asked,
"How is your mother?"

Bluntly, I answered, "She's dead."

I could not understand why the answer
Caught her back – 
Because even Mother joked the same way
About her "time".



But once back on the road, I thought,

"Is she really dead?
She is . . . in the sense of being away.
But is she dead? . . . 
As she walks around in a body
Much better than before?
As the Joy of Heaven fills her
More and more."

What more?
Well, she walks those beautiful streets
And sees us through a godly gaze, so
She's seeing and intercessing for
More than one thing.

In Heaven she can see Indonesia,
Or Montana,
Or both simultaneously.
Is that death?

When she can be present
In our beautiful thoughts and memories
Every day?
While we have hope to meet again anyway?

If death in Christ in only this
(A temporal separation),
O Lord, I can't wait til that lucky day 
When I too will see You 
In a much closer way.

At that time, I will have 
A better glimpse of Your Work left undone 
By us who failed to obey You fully 
While on Earth.

May my intercessions everyday 
Be a blessing, in every way. 
So that those on Earth will be 
Ever joyful to spread your good news 
(That all may come to be reunited 
With each other, and most of all – You).

Andrew T. Stube



ETERNITY – 

IN  ANOTHER  LAND



The Dad & Son ProjectThe Dad & Son Project
Have you ever had some huge project that you knew needed to be done?

Perhaps  you  began by  figuring  out  the  number  of  days  that  would  be
required to complete it. At that point, you might have decided, "Why not share
this  project  with  my  Son  and  best  friends?  We  could  make  it  a  family,
communal effort."

The night you bring it up, everyone seems excited. They're so eager to get
involved:  And  that  night,  just  before  falling  asleep,  you  remember  their
excitement. "Wow, this thing will get done in no time:"

But time passes and people go back to waxing their cars . . . polishing their
fingernails.  Time  passes  and  the  project  which  was  begun  with  such
enthusiasm is left undone. ("Well after all, people do need to earn a living, you
know . . . to maintain their blessings.")

You move the deadline back a few times.

Sometimes you almost decide to tackle it on your own, or try again with all
new people. But you recall your love and excitement when people responded,
so you give everyone a new chance.

Several  do  go  out  to  do  it.  But  the  job  is  too  large  for  these  few
incompetent, but willing, ones who've said, "I'm not much, but use me if you
can."

You spend a lot of time training them though, and many stay. Later some of
them even wind up quitting, but the rest hold on.

How you love those few who keep slaving away. They actually seem to get
more  excited  than  they  were  before:  But  no  matter  how hard  they  work,
progress is hard to see because you need so many more helpers.

Others sit around the perimeters, just watching. Once every few years they
might  offer  Big  Mac  lunches  to  one  or  two  of  the  sweating  laborers,  but
afterwards they'll start comparing your project to all the others and begin to
yell. "Why don't I see more progress?" They might even call your overloaded
workers "lazy, time-wasting bums".

God has a project. He wants to win the whole world back into fellowship
with Him. It will be so beautiful when all come and share in the joy of being in
Him. Meanwhile, early comers are regretfully called to make many personal
sacrifices.

Andrew T. Stube


