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A  Letter  by  J. RimA  Letter  by  J. Rim
". . . . . . . . . . . The love of many shall wax cold."

"The Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world ••••••••••••••••••. " Matthew 24: 12,14.

We are  in  the  age,  where  these  two  verses  are
being fulfilled. We need to be more aware of what kind
of  hour  we  are  living  today  •  .••  It  is  the  hour  of
excitement but also the hour of apathy.

Just before God reinforces His faithful people for "a
full blast" of proclaiming the Gospel of His Kingdom,
there is  Spirit  of  apathy that  is  gripping the lives of
many people, even so called Christians.

"The love of many shall wax cold" Jesus said. As
travel today, I begin to see more and more evidence
that  truly  many,  many Christians are getting cold  in
spite of God's mighty out-pouring of His Holy Spirit. It's
strange, isn't it? But this is really a problem that we
have to deal with.

Paul warned the people of God in His second letter
to  Timothy.  As  he  diagnosed,  He  found  these
symptoms.

FIRST.  II Timothy 3:2 . . . . . in the last day

"For men shall be lovers of their own selves" Self-
centeredness  or  selfishness  has  become  a  major
cause of apathy among Christians.

People, who are always and only interested in their
own selves,  lives,  families,  church group and never
care about others never have been interested in the
things  of  God and what  God is  doing in  these  last
days. As long as there is no personal profit. They don't
want to get involved.

Sit  back,  enjoy  our  good-Christian  lives.  Never
worry about the rest of the world dying for God's love.
Where millions and millions are lost without Christ and
linked into Communist or rather satanic kingdoms.



I find more and more churches have lost their vision and burden for world
mission.  They  are  caught  up  and  busy  on  building  up  their  own  small
kingdoms.  One  day  in  a  Minister's-fellowship,  a  pastor  came  up  to  me
bragging his church is going to build a one million dollar building, even though
actually his present church building is big enough, and has not been filled up
yet. I spoke also in a very, very beautiful, luxurious church, built at a cost of
over 3 million dollars. Fully furnished and glamorously decorated. But ..... the
real  church  (the  congretation)  just  sat  back  comfortably,  looking  very
apathetic. That really makes my heart ache.

The Lord asked the people of Israel through Haggai,"Is it the time for you
to dwell in your own ceiled house, and this HOUSE we waste? Consider your
ways." Haggai 1:4,5.

But remember,  there'll  be only one Kingdom that  remains standing and
that's the Kingdom of the Lord. All other kingdoms are going to be shaken and
crumble do\vu: Hebrews 12:26-28

That is the reason why many Christians have unhappy and dissatisfied
lives.  Read Haggai 1.  Because it  doesn't  matter how much money, riches,
conveniences, security we try to get for our own selves, it will never satisfy, for
God is going to blow them away. Haggai 1:9. I guess that is why we don't have
a fulfilled life. Selfishness is not happiness!!

SECONDLY,  down to II Timothy 3:4

".  .  .  .  .  .  lovers  of  pleasures  more  than  lovers  of  God."  The  god  of
mammon, the god of materialism has plagued many of God's people today.

People feeling insecure inside, then try to build fences around themselves -
the fences of affluence and pleasure. They think in this way to build security.
That is an illusion. As a matter of fact, it creates more worries, because we are
being drifted away from God by thought of affluence. Affluence in itself is not
wicked. We even should be thankful to God for it and use it for His glory.

But the problem will soon arise when we begin to love affluence/pleasure
more than God. God is a jealous God. He doesn't  want to be replaced by
anything. Actually, when we grieve God, we grieve ourselves as a result.

"Moses chose rather  to  suffer  affliction with  the people  of  God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season in Egypt." Hebrews 11:25. Then verse
27 "By FAITH he forsook Egypt (worldliness) for he endured, as seeing Him
who is invisible."

I  believe Hoses could see the dangers of  the affluence and pleasure in
Egypt. They could elude the First-love of God in the heart of Moses. Moses
did not use his Faith to get more blessing, more enjoyment, more comfort and
affluence from God, but he used it to forsake those pleasures, so that he might



keep the First-love of God burning in his heart.

We are warned not to lose our First love,

Rev. 2:4-5 or else the Lord will come quickly and remove our candle-stick
from its place, except we repent.

My prayer is that I may be filled with my first love every day in my life, the
pure and exciting love of the experience when I met Jesus the first time and
was filled with His Holy Spirit.  And that I  can be reminded of that graceful
experience, so that I may live in a thankful and appreciative attitude.

So let us understand, that loving the pleasures and affluence will only make
us more Luke-warm or Apathetic in modern term.

So, now, what should I do? . . . . . .

First - Repent.

Turn away from the old way of living, and ask Jesus to redeem our selfish
and  worldly  nature  by  his  precious  blood.  Repentance  will  always  bring
refreshing moments with the Lord. Acts 3:19.

Then let's take our eyes off the superficial and temporal things of the world,
focusing our eyes on Him who is invisible, external, immortal, and on what
God is doing in this world today by His Holy Spirit, and get excited!!!

"As truly as I live all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord" . . . .
Let's exchange our vision to God's vision. He is building His Kingdom using
His people who are filled with First-love and excited.

Finally let's love the Lord more and more. For if we love the world, the love
of the Father is not in us." 1 John 2:15 We can never love God enough. And
God will baptize us all in His Love (Himself) so that we may comprehend the
breadth and length and depth of the love of Christ which passes knowledge
(Eph 3:18).

So shake off all apathy and luke warmness. Get excited!!!

Jerimia Rim

I R I A N :I R I A N :   a  ripe  harvest   a  ripe  harvest
A year ago our teams in Irian Jaya went on some survey trips over large

parts of the Island to try to form a plan for future ministry.

Irian Jaya is a large island with very little provision for travel. Around the
coast  there are towns and small  cities.  The cities of  Irian are nearly 90%
Christian as a result of the Dutch occupation. But most of these are Christians
in name only.



More recently several mission groups have moved into these towns and
cities and have effectively gathered small groups of committed Christians. As
a result of the Holy Way ministry there, and particularly since the Bible Camp
in Jayapura a year ago, little prayer fellowships have grown up in many of
these towns.

In the south eastern corner of Irian is the town of Merauke. There are quite
a lot of people there from other islands, particularly from Celebes, who are
engaged in lumbering activities in the jungles.

Iron  wood  from there  is  exported  to  other  countries,  principally  Japan.
These people from the other islands have planted churches and evangelized
the natives so that there are a large number of Christians.

One of our teams was there for three months in 1976 and 1977 and formed
a prayer fellowship there. We later placed two graduates of our training center
in Abeputa in Merauke. From there we hope to reach out  along the south
coast of Irian.

The whole southern part of the island has many small rivers flowing down
from the interior. People live in small villages of 150 people or less scattered
all along these rivers in the midst of thick jungles. Our survey team went up
the one of these rivers, the Digul River. The people are very primitive. They
wear no clothes. They live in trees and tiny huts. Their food consist of sagu, a
tasteless substance made from the root of a plant. They hunt wild pigs and
Kaswaris with bow and arrow. Each village has its own language and customs.
Very few of their tribes have ever been evangelized. To reach one of these
tribes we have to spend months learning their language and customs, or find
an interpreter. One team met a man who had been converted while he was in
school in Merauke. He took them to Bade, a three day's journey up the river,
where they were able to do some personal evangelism.

There is a vast field. Many of these villages would be open to the Gospel, if
we had the workers to send in there.

URGENT!URGENT!
We just  received a letter  from Indonesia  advising us  of  a  very  serious

problem.

The newly appointed Minister of Religion, a member of the Cabinet, has
issued two new regulations. One of these greatly restricts the preaching of the
Gospel,  whether  by  word,  magazine,  or  tract,  or  by  means of  material  or
medical aid. In effect, it forbids people to change religion.

The other regulation restricts the receiving of material or financial aid for
evangelism or teaching of religion, and also restricts the use of missionary
personnel.



These new rulings are in direct opposition to the religious freedom which
has always been a foundation of the country. They are being protested by the
Council of Churches, and other groups. We do not yet know to what extent,
and in exactly what ways, they will effect our work.

Brothers and sisters we need help. Pray for Indonesia, for the government
there. Perhaps more important is to pray for us, so that we may have more
courage and persevere in spite of persecutions and restrictions.

Before it gets too dark, we'd like to accomplish much and establish them
firmly in this short time left. Join us! And The Lord will Bless You.

Persecution & VictoryPersecution & Victory
Our ship, Immanuel, is still in Alor, there they had a tremendous healing

campaign and have been teaching since then.

Rochim  has  been  accused  and  brought  to  court,  because  among  the
magic charms which he burned were things belonging to another religion.

At  present Rochim and Alfons are in Java visiting their  wives and new
sons. Rochim has to go back right away to stand trial.

They have experienced a tremendous move of God on Alor. Among other
things, about sixty people who ate human flesh as a part of their devil worship
have been converted. The warfare against the powers of evil there have been
tremendous, but Jesus is always the Victor.


