
Dear Friends,Dear Friends,
In these Holy Way Newsletters we have always emphasized the positive

aspects  of  the  life  of  our  Mission.  Our  close  friends  have  known  that  the
triumphs  we  have  experienced  and  the  blessings  we  have  received  have
always come out of considerable struggle and hardship. Resurrection victory
always comes through the suffering of the Cross. But struggle and hardship
don't ordinarily make very interesting reading matter. So basically we have put
the happy times in the Newsletter and shared a few of the problems with a
smaller group of intercessors who could share the burdens and help us battle
through to victory.

I  think  St.  Ignatius  once  pointed  out  that  the  Lord  gives  us  alternately
periods  of  desolation  and  consolation.  He  never  mixes  the  two,  and  the
periods  of  desolation  are  usually  much  greater.  One  glorious  moment  of
consolation in the Presence of the Lord or one demonstration of His wonder-
working power can keep us going for quite a while. But He also knows that we
learn more in the times of desolation.

As we were wrapping up the January Newsletter, Andrew said: "Why don't
we do one newsletter entirely on the hard times, and the good that has come
out of them?" As I thought about it, I felt we should try it. We are far enough
away from them in time and place to see them in perspective. And also far
enough not to sound complaining or to have any mixed motives.

So I hope that you will enjoy this look behind the scenes into a different
aspect of our Mission. And I pray that the Lord will give us the right words to
say what we want to say in a constructive and helpful way.

In Jesus’ Love
Fr. Edwin B.Stube



He Calls It RebellionHe Calls It Rebellion
God seems to have a basic pattern for teaching us new things. First He

opens new concepts of life or gives us new and glorious promises for new
avenues of ministry.

Next He takes us out into the desert for an extended period of time to test
us and work us over. Then all of a sudden, when we are not really expecting
anything,  and  seemingly  with  little  effort  on  our  part,  God does  His  great
exploits.

For  ten  days  in  1972 we  had  a  gloriously  supernatural  Bible  Camp at
Lawang. The Lord spoke to us very clearly showing us the world Mission of
the Church, and some of the radical secrets of how it could be carried out. We
were excited and a little frightened by the enormity of it all.

At the end of the Camp teams were appointed and commissioned to be
flung out to the islands, and even overseas. They had new vision and great
enthusiasm. In the next few months these teams went out. They had some
glorious moments. They produced much fruit, some of which is still growing
and producing more. Some teams were more successful than others. A few
ended up in internal fighting and frustration. None really measured up to the
promises of the Bible Camp.

Finally all returned exhausted physically and spiritually, a few seriously ill
from the hardships they had experienced. The excitement was gone. Nothing
was  happening.  We sat  and  looked  at  each  other,  and  wished  we  were
somewhere else. Interpersonal problems and boy and girl problems developed
in abundance. Discouragement settled like a pall. It even affected our friends
in the States who were praying for us. They were getting sick and discouraged
too.

Then one day we got a letter from someone in Irian who had no natural
way  to  know what  was  happening.  The  letter  said  in  effect.  "Your  whole
community from top to bottom has fallen into despair and has lost its vision,
because you have allowed one sin among you. Repent of that sin, and the
Lord will restore and use you again."

I said: "Lord, what is that sin?" He referred me to Hebrews 4 and the failure
of  the Israelites to enter into the Promised Land because of unbelief. How
often we tend to excuse ourselves for not pressing on by saying: "I'm timid and
afraid" or "My faith is weak." We say "weakness", thinking that is only natural.
God says: "Rebellious heart of unbelief." We get our minds and hearts off of
God's promises and into our problems and failures. Vision is gone.

That  evening  at  our  community  prayers,  we  had  a  heavy  session  of
repentance for our "rebellious heart of unbelief" and we got a new grip on the



vision.

We also began to know our need for a deeper prayer life and a closer
communion with  God.  Because only He can give us stability and keep us
focussed on His vision and promise.

The Lord can give us a new vision and promise in a great momentary flash
of revelation. But before He can carry out the vision and fulfill it in us, a deep
work has to be done in us as individuals, and as a community. We have to
become the kind of people who can hold onto such a vision, and who can be
trusted  with  the  power  to  fulfill  it.  Much  in  us  has  to  be  torn  down  and
reformed.  This  is  a  long  and  sometimes  painful  process.  But  the  more
perfectly it takes place, the more we see the glory of God manifested in the
fulfillment of the vision.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Beginning March 1, the business office of The Holy Way will be at

the following address:

The Holy Way, Inc., 815 North Charlotte St., Pottstown, PA, 19464.

WHAT GOD TEACHES THROUGH OPPOSITIONWHAT GOD TEACHES THROUGH OPPOSITION
The Lord knew that I didn't take criticism well. He let people do lots of it.

We were introducing new concepts of worship and ministry. We were using
the Bible as our text book for evangelism and ministry and for worship. Some
of the things we were trying were too radical for nice traditional church people
to take. We were teaching sanctified Christian living, which was contrary to the
belief and practice of the churches and their leaders. Opposition got bitter.

Nobody ever sat down with us and pointed out where we were wrong. They
condemned  us  behind  our  backs.  The  more  effective  we  became  in
evangelism and church planting, the more violent the criticisms became. Our
name became a dirty  word.  Our  character  was defamed.  We were  called
"heretics".

I used to seethe inside. Over and over I wanted to quit, and might have left
for home if I had the plane fare. We could never discuss differences because
our accusers were not willing to talk to us, but only behind our backs.

It  seems to be a principle,  that  the Lord gets us over our unproductive
frames of mind, by giving us lots of practice. The way to learn to love your
enemies is to have lots of enemies, and to have them hassle you as much as
possible. 

Looking back on the experience, I realize that a much greater danger is
having people praise you and think you are great. Criticism keeps you humble



and keeps you learning. You have to be careful not to give them real reason
for criticism.

But eventually the pride got wiped out of me, so that I really didn't mind any
more what people said. I could laugh at them or even love them.

In recent years the criticism has either died out, or I just haven't heard it
any more. Christians and Pastors are becoming more and more open to new
concepts.

The young people we left  to continue the work in Indonesia are finding
more and more open doors, and are more and more respected.

But I secretly pray that they won't be too popular. Opposition and criticism
is anti-pride. It's one of the better courses at the Training Center.

LEARNING TO TRUSTLEARNING TO TRUST
Another very valuable course at LBTC is the crash course in poverty. About

once in each generation of  students there comes a period of one to three
months when the Lord simply doesn't have anyone send us enough money to
live  on.  The  rice  runs  out.  Tea  and/or  sugar  runs  out.  All  the  available
vegetables in the back yard get picked. Kerosene runs out for cooking. No gas
for the car or motor cycles. No postage stamps, or tooth paste.

Somehow we always manage to get the magazine out and to get places for
ministry. Just the right amount of money for that shows up. Or, on occasion we
have done things like the running the car without gas.

People  tend  to  take  money  for  granted,  and  think  it  comes  from  the
Mission,  instead  of  trusting  the  Lord  for  it.  A time of  poverty  gets  people
praying and trusting the Lord together. They know it's from Him.

A time of  poverty also makes necessary corrections. There is usually a
reason  when  Christians  suffer  lack.  One  time  I  gathered  the  Community
together and said:  "The Lord tells me that  nine people here have misused
funds." This could mean no more than buying candy with the change from the
soap money. God wants us to use money for what it's supposed to be for.

After  a  bit  of  hesitation the nine people  began to  confess one by one.
Pretty soon we were doing better again.

A couple times when there was leanness, we got together and studied all
the Bible passages relating to God's provision. Almost all God's promises have
conditions to them. We listed these conditions on the black board. Then we
examined  our  individual  lives  and  our  community  life  according  to  those
conditions. That entailed some repentance.

One time we asked the Lord why finances were falling off. He answered
very clearly: "You have been doing lots of ministry and working hard for Me,



but you have been doing it out of a sense of duty rather than love. I insist on
your showing My love."

I am glad that the Lord has always kept this course in our curricula.

Last fall, when contributions dried up for several months, this present group
of  students got  their  initiation into trusting God for  finances.  Somehow the
magazine got out. Teams travelled around Java, and even showed up on other
islands. A couple times they pulled the stunt never had nerve enough to try of
showing up at the ticket counter at the airport without any money. In each case
the Lord supplied at the last moment.

I'm glad we don't run the Mission that way all the time, but Christians do
need to learn to abound and be abased, as Paul says, and to be able to trust
the Lord even in the most extreme emergencies.

Incidentally, I think this is a type of lesson which is going to be more and
more important for Christians everywhere to learn as time goes on.

DAVID’S STORYDAVID’S STORY

Our son David suffered more than most of us from the deprivations and
hardships of missionary living. The real lean times for our family, when we
were just getting started, hit him at a vulnerable age. I have asked him to tell
his story of trauma and victory.

I would like to argue that some good came out of my adolescence. This
isn't easy, seeing how angry and hand-biting I've been. But now that it's over I
can at least put it into perspective (having reached the mature age of 22).

At fourteen I was depressed. God seemed to be taking everyone and my
brother away from me. That year three close friends died and my brother got it
in Vietnam. Gwan An died on my birthday. I remember (unfortunately I kept a
diary) how at that time all we had to eat in the house was some whole wheat
porridge, and even that had to be rationed. It was so hard to agree that God
was testing my family, my father's work and me; when so many around us
were telling us we were heretics. 

Something  finally  gave.  I  couldn't  look  past  the  people  who  called
themselves Christians,  into  Jesus'  eyes,  so I  rejected it  all  as hypocrisy.  I
started searching for a new meaningful identity. This search led me under a lot
of  strange  stones,  from  Bali  to  Amsterdam,  from  mind  trips  to  physical
sensuality trips. I would try virtually anything that might "turn me on".

Thru all  this time (the rest of my teenage years) I sometimes felt I was
either having a good time, or at least sooner or later I'd get it all together and
have a better time. Always seemed just a grasp away.

In the end this lonely, meaningless, sensual existence got to me. I wound



up back where I started: I still didn't know any answers. I turned towards the
spiritual world. Although in the "real" world the line between dark and light is
somewhat blurred, I found a clearer demarcation in the spiritual world. When I
found myself within the clutch of my own impulses, drives and evil passions, I
knew then that to find myself, I would have to lose myself -- but into light not
into darkness.

It was God's love that finally drew me. Cutting through all my habits and
thought  patterns,  this  love  quenched both  my intellect  and sensual  being.
Surprisingly,  Jesus  proved  to  be  an  expanding  experience,  not  a  limiting
experience; love, not law. I found that the essence of my being is meaningless
unless it becomes one with the Great Lover, Jesus Christ.

 – David Stube

David is our fifth child. He spent six years working with us in Indonesia,
before leaving home for High School in the States at the age of sixteen. He is
now finishing his  studies in  psychology  at  the  University  of  Montana,  and
playing music with a Christian Rock Band.

■ ■    ■ ■    ■ ■    ■ ■    ■ ■

jerimiajerimia
Jerimia is here. I have been putting him to work around here. Really neat

things happen wherever he goes. There is a unique anointing on his ministry.

In March and early April he will be in the D.C. area (contact Lee Keesling,
1900 S. Eads St., Arlington VA 22202; tel. 703920-8441).

The latter part  of May he will  be around the Minneapolis St.  Paul area
(contact Mrs. Helen Wessell, 3905 Rolling Hills Rd., St. Paul MN 55112; tel.
612633-0287).

Early June he will be in Montana (contact Lloyd McGuire, 215 7th Av. N,
Lewistown, MT 59457; tel. 406-538-3680).

From there he goes to Seattle for the latter part of June (contact David
Demos, Violet Prairie Church, Rt. 1, Box 458, Tenino, Wash 98589; tel. 206-
264-2413).

And then to Southern California in July (contact Willis Haskell, 410 Church
Rd. #10, Ojai CA 93023; tel. 805-646-4578).



EDITORIALEDITORIAL

LEARNING STABILITYLEARNING STABILITY
By Jerimia Rim

I would like you to join me in meditating on Romans 5:1-5. I want to point
out five principles important to our Christian life, which happen in our lives one
after the other.

1. FAITH. We must start our Christian life with faith; because without faith it is
impossible to please God. We are saved by grace through faith. The grace is
God's part; the faith ours.

By faith we are justified or made righteous. Every gift and blessing of God
can only be received by faith.

So faith in Jesus is the foundation of our Christian life.

2. TRIBULATION. It often happens that soon after our conversion or having
faith is Jesus, tribulations, sufferings, and persecutions begin. "For we must
through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). There is
no other  way.  When we begin  to  be serious with  the Lord opposition and
mockery must come.

Peter and John counted it a "privilege" to suffer for the Lord's Name (Acts
5:41).

Throughout history we learn that sincere Christians have had a "privilege"
to share suffering with Christ, even up to today. I could tell you how Christians
Indonesia experience much suffering for their faith in Christ.

Does this mean God is a cruel God?

Doesn't He give us blessings too?

Sure  He  does.  Jesus  said:  "There  is  no  man  that  has  left  house,  or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for my
sake and the Gospel's, but he shall receive a hundred fold new in this time,
houses,  brethren,  sisters,  fathers,  mothers,  and  children,  and  lands,  with
persecutions, and in the world to come eternal life."

This is the time that God pours out His blessings including persecutions.
God counts suffering for Jesus a blessing.

So what should our attitude be? In 1 Peter 4:12,13, we are told to rejoice,
for we are partakers of Christ's suffering; because, when His glory is revealed,
we will be glad also with exceeding joy.

Our goal as Christians is to reign with Christ in His Kingdom, as God has
promised. And the only way to prepare to reign with Christ is through suffering.



"If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him" (2 Tim 2:12)

The present-time suffering is nothing compared with the Glory we will share
in the world to come.

3. PATIENCE. Something good will come out of suffering, because it produces
patience. Christians surely do need patience. Much harm has been done by
impatience. Patience is a part of God's character.

We live in a world where everything is instant:  "instant" coffee, "instant"
noodles, and many other instant things. People want everything done quickly.
And then they apply this to Christian life too instant prayer, instant sermon,
instant blessings.

Instant  foods  are  not  very  healthful  -  too  much  chemical.  Instant
Christianity is worse.  Christians need to learn to be patient,  to wait  on the
Lord.

Someone  prayed  for  patience:  "Lord,  please  give  me patience,  RIGHT
NOW!" Impossible.

Patience is worked into our lives by much persecution and suffering. That
is how God will answer our prayer for patience.

4.  PERSEVERENCE. Then  Romans  5  tells  us  that  sufferings  will  work
perseverance and endurance in us. This is our stability.

It is sad to see some people (many of them youth) get so excited and on
fire for the Lord and receive the blessings of the Lord miraculously. Then in a
short time they fall back, fizzle out, and never show up again. In these last
days God wants His people persevering and getting more enthusiastic and
zealous. For only those who endure to the end will be saved.

5.  HOPE. Through  perseverance  we  receive  hope  (Romans  5:4).  In  fact,
because of that hope we are strengthened to endure.

What is that hope? It is the hope of sharing the glory when Christ appears,
and to reign with Him in His Kingdom.

■ ■    ■ ■    ■ ■    ■ ■    ■ ■

Just  before  this  newsletter  went  to  press we received  hard  news from
Lawang. On January 28, as Darto and his family were going to visit Daniel
and Hanna in Ronggo, Darto, who was steering the car, swerved to avoid a
bicyclist  and hit  a tree. Their  four month old son Boaz was killed instantly,
Other passengers escaped with light injuries. Funeral services were held the
next day in Lawang.


