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What are the Stubes going to do?

We want you to know that we have made a decision. And
I want to tell you in some detail how we got to that
decision.

Everywhere  we  have  gone  in  the  last  seven  months
people have been asking us what our plans are for the
future.

I  often  give  clear  lucid  lectures  on  how  to  get
clear guidance from the Lord. But I have still had to
answer  "I  don't  know"  to  questions  about  our  own
direction.

Barbara and I have gone through different phases.
Sometimes I said: "I really want to be in Indonesia."
Barbara would look unhappy and tight-lipped. Other times
Barbara  said  enthusiastical1y,  "We're  going  back  to
Indonesia," and I thought: "That's going to be sort of a
hassle."

The Lord seemed to want to get us to the point of
not realty caring where we were, and even to the point
where  it  seemed  actually  to  be  too  late  to  make  the
decision.

Several  possibilities  were  considered,  and  our
friends prayerfully helped us consider many of these. But
none of these possibilities seemed to work out, and we
were planning to go back to Indonesia. 

Something new

Then when we were staying to the Claggett Diocesan
Center  (near  Frederick,  HO)  at  Christmas  time,  we  met
Bishop  Cox,  the  suffragan  bishop  of  Maryland,  whose
headquarters are in Frederick. He said, "I want to talk
to you when you have time." So one noon he took me to
lunch and we talked.
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He said, "I want you in the diocese. We need your
experience in evangelism."

He then began to talk to me about a small parish in
western Maryland — St. George's Church in Mt. Savage —
that needed a priest. So I went there for an interview
and then celebrated and preached one Sunday morning. They
liked me and I liked them.

Decisions again

But what to do? Go back to Indonesia! Or settle in
Maryland? Both looked equally attractive to me.

We  submitted  the  final  decision  to  the  Holy  Way
Board.

Lloyd McGuire gave me the consensus of the board in
the following words:

Indonesia is well able to carry on in your absence.
You, Ed, have trained and guided them very well.

You, Ed, are to take the Maryland church position,
providing  they  grant  you  an  immediate  leave  of
absence to return to Indonesia for a few months or
whatever time it takes to set the Holy Way in order.

Darto is to be named the new Field Director for the
Holy Way in Indonesia.

Ed, you are to become the Executive Director of the
Holy Way, overseeing all its activities both home
and abroad. You are also to become a member of The
Holy Way board. And with this letter the appointment
is officially made.

As  Executive  Director,  you  and  the  Executive
Secretary  will  provide  the  board  members  with  a
brief financial statement of the Holy Way finances
monthly.

And lastly, Barbara is to have professional nursing
care, especially in Ed's absence, this to be paid
for from the Holy Way treasury.
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Definite Plans, at last

So now the plan is as follows:

I will leave February 11 for Indonesia to visit the
work and give counsel and encouragement where necessary.
I will leave there early in May to attend the annual
meeting of The Holy Way in Montana. Then take over as
rector of St. George's Church, Mt. Savage, Maryland the
end of May.

Barbara will be at the Villa of Divine Providence
(1001 Valley Forge Road, Lansdale PA 19446). This is a
Catholic nursing facility, near where Kim and Becky live,
where Barbara can get some consistent physiotherapy and
other professional treatment, which has been difficult or
impossible to get in Indonesia, and even harder as I have
been  dragging  her  around  the  world  in  the  last  few
months.

Barbara and I have had a wonderful time traveling
together, seeing family and friends, and having so many
opportunities  to  share  in  what  the  Lord  is  doing
everywhere. We do appreciate all of you who have given us
so  much  love  and  hospitality  along  the  way,  and  have
arranged  for  Barbara's  needs.  The  love  and  help  of
Christian friends in something we will long remember.

We also greatly appreciate your obedience to the Lord
in responding to our not inconsiderable financial needs
and the continued needs of the mission in Indonesia. It
has been a tremendous encouragement to us.

We do ask your prayers particularly at this time:

1) For Barbara and me as we face this one more
period of separation, and especially for her
and the treatment she will be receiving.

2) For my visit to Indonesia, that I may have
wisdom  and  the  anointing  of  God's  Holy
Spirit, and that I will do what really needs
to be done in the brief time allotted.

3) For the work in Indonesia. It is an exciting
time  in  the  development  of  the  mission.
Eight students Nil have just been graduated
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and are being sent out to start new works,
thus greatly expanding our outreach.

4) For  St.  George's  Church,  and  for  the
preparing of my heart to serve them wel1.

We  love  you  all  very  much,  and  appreciate  your
prayers and support.

In His love,

The Rev. Edwin B. Stube
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