
Isaiah 35:8 RSV
 John 14:6

December 1974

"For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."

Beloved:

The  October  mission  to  Australia  went  well.  Full
report follows later.

After  our  return  home  in  the  summer,  there  was
opportunity  to  lecture  on  theology.  This  is  the  first
time I have given a systematic theology course, and I am
really  excited  about  it.  The  students  are  obviously
enjoying  it  too.  People  really  need  a  good  sound
theological foundation. The Bible School has no planned
curriculum. We study what theology we are interested in,
mystical theology, Psalms - for however long it takes to
complete it. Sometimes we take a book of the Bible and go
through  it  bit  by  bit.  Monday  Rohim  led  the  students
through large chunks of Revelation, evoking much lively
discussion. With this seemingly haphazard plan of study,
we  find  that  the  studies  always  fit  exactly  with  the
condition and needs of the fellowship at that moment.

Tuesday I left again, with Sumalih, our newest student
(who  came  to  the  Training  Center  while  I  was  in  the
States).  We  were  long  overdue  to  visit  the  Carmelite
Convent. We arrived in Bandung, found one of the funny
old vehicles that go up the mountain to Lembang where the
Convent is. These vehicles are cars from the 1920's whose
bodies have been changed to seat as many as possible.
They crowd in about 25 people. Lembang is a lovely little
village high up. It is always VERY COOL in the day and
COLD at night. We met the Mother Superior, Sister Joanna.
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She is full of excitement over all that has been going
on. 

A young priest from Bogor who received the Baptism in
the Spirit a few months ago has to face some sort of
committee that wants to investigate his experience. Sr.
Joanna thinks we should go and help him. So away we go
down  the hill  again and  off on  a two  hour bus  trip,
arriving just before the scene begins. We are welcomed
warmly. The meeting quickly ceases to be an investigation
and turns into a search, because they all turn out to be
Very Open, though also fearful. Hundreds of questions,
through  the  afternoon,  during  supper,  and  on  into  the
evening session. Then they have an hour of free prayer.
All the fears and doubts are brought out into the open,
confessed  to  God,  and  released.  Next  morning  early
another  session,  after  which  I  leave  with  promises  of
returning.

Sr. Joanna gave me the job of counseling a new girl
who  had  come  from  Jakarta  and  wanted  to  enter  the
convent.  This  turned  out  to  be  a  very  pleasant  task
because  the  girl  responded  very  fast  to  prayer  and
changed noticeably day by day.

Saturday  evening  charismatic  prayer  meeting  at  the
Convent.  About  40  people,  including  sisters  and
Protestants  and  Catholic  people  from  Bandung.  Very
wonderful worshipful atmosphere, freedom in the Spirit.
Sunday A.M. after mass we talk to Sr. Joanna until noon.
I continue to learn much about the deeper forms of mental
prayer.

We return to Bogor and are enthusiastically received
by Fr. Ma'mun. He is new in the Spirit, but chosen of God
to take a position of leadership in Catholic charismatic
renewal. We talk until late, begin again early in the
morning. Afternoon, we visit parishioners in the homes,
pray  with  them,  pray  for  people  in  the  hospital.  At
various times the Lord sends in the Bishop and the Head
of Fr. Ma'mun's order (Order of St. Francis). Have good
talks with both. Really have wonderful fellowship with
Fr.  Ma'mun.  We  pray  about  possible  future  plans  for
furthering charismatic renewal.
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Tuesday to Jakarta, given one ton of tracts, have only
to pay $50 shipping cost. Buy books for sale at Bible
Camp. Wed. night preach at a little Pentecostal Church.
Real disaster. I must have missed the Lord's leading. I
should have been at a house prayer meeting instead. Live
and learn. Fortunately the Lord is patient. Thurs. take
train  to  Semarang  getting  up  at  4AM.  From  Semarang  4
hours more by bus to Bangeri, a little village. Arrive 8
PM tired. We have been invited by a friend who is having
demon troubles. A year ago we were called because they
had annoyances in their home and factory. Their servant
couldn't sleep, always sick, family had lots of problems.

After praying a while, I said: "What's on the other
side of this wall?" Answer: "The well that supplies this
house  and  the  storehouse  next  door.  After  church  on
Sunday  we  collected  the  church  elders  and  drove  the
demons out of the well. Our friend also had a peanut
processing  plant  standing  idle  because  of  demon
disturbances. We went through the whole place and prayed,
driving out the demons, and praying for the Lord's peace.
Since then all was well until this May, when he bought an
old kapok factory and started to fix it up. Everything
went wrong at the factory. Accidents, machinery breaking
down. The people who work at the factory started making a
fuss because they were in the habit of making a yearly
appeasement  to  the  evil  spirits.  Agus  didn't  want  to
appease any evil spirits. He wanted the factory in the
Lord’s hands. Things got bad; so he called us again.

Friday AM we go to the factory feeling weak and sick,
breathing very hard, and about to fall asleep sitting or
standing. Go into the engine room, where the engine that
runs the whole place has just developed new problems for
the umpteenth time, and has to be taken apart again. Can
hardly pray. Chest feels like it might explode. Pray and
struggle in the Spirit until it gets a bit easier. Walk
through the other parts of the factory still struggling.
Come back to the engine room. 

At 12 o'clock (knowing that the folks at Lawang are at
noon day intercessions and undoubtedly praying for us at
that  moment)  we  gather  all  the  employees  and  explain
briefly the facts of Life. God is all-powerful and the
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Creator of all things. Things and angels and demons and
we ourselves are all His creatures and Very Limited. He
is unlimited. Therefore He is infinitely bigger than all
the  little  demons  that  want  to  cause  trouble.  He  is
furthermore a jealous type and doesn't want us believing
in the other spirits or trying to get in good with them.
So Agus is going to believe God to cast out all the evil
spirits and to help him run the factory. It will not be
safe anymore to try to get in good with the evil spirits.
After this, we pray together. After that we feel relieved
and through with our job for the day. 

That evening I preach in the local Church. Happy to
see a couple of the employees from the factory there,
including the young man who runs the machine. Very good
spirit in the church. Saturday AM visit factory again.
Engine is being put back together. Apparently the trouble
has been overcome. Still feel very heavy in engine room.
Pray  a  long  time.  Then  walk  through  the  rest  of  the
factory, now feeling free to praise the Lord and rejoice
in a completed victory. One last trip to the engine room.
Finally feel complete victory. We encourage the young man
who tends the machine to pray as he works. At noon we are
driven to Semarang. Take afternoon train for Surabaya.
Arrive home very late at night, and happy to be back.

Thank you for your loving support - both prayers and
gifts - for your encouragement, too. Count on the Lord
doing great things in 1975. 

God Bless you every one.
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•  Extra  copies  are  available  for  the
Booklet:

MEDITATIONS  ON  ISAIAH  33  -  This
address, 35¢ each or 3 for $1.00.

Ed Stube's tapes are available direct
from  Mr.  Osmun,  extras  &  royalties
from  tapes  going  to  The  Holy  Way.
Please send check to Immanuel Tapes,
Box 191, Merrifield, Va. 22116
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