
Dear Friends,  

Much exciting news has been received from Fr. Stube from his travel in 
short memo form. I would like to compose all of these notes into one so 
that you may hear the latest news and have a better idea of what to pray 
for. 

MONTANA: 

Had a good time visiting with Dave and a good time visiting his church. 
Monday was THW annual meeting followed by pot luck supper at the 
Hagstrom's. Had a good time. 

SINGAPORE: 

I had a good time in Singapore. Made a seminar for James Wong's 
people. He now has lots of house churches all over the city. They 
gathered together on Saturday and Sunday for me to do some teaching. I 
have lots of friends in Singapore. Was nice to see them again. 

LAWANG: 

We are having a very good week of study. It is supposed to be just for 
the Yayasan (=Board), but there are lots of guests here. There are about 
60 people so far. We expect many more next week for Bible Camp. I have 
been teaching the book of Hebrews. 

The Lord is doing something tremendous here these days. The worship 
gets deeper and deeper and more beautiful. The presence of ' the Lord is 
so very evident. There is a great deal of prophetic utterance, mostly to 
prepare us for what the Lord wants to do in the Bible Camp next week. He 
hasn't really given us very many clues about what is going to happen, but 
He is making it abundantly clear that He doesn't want us to try to plan it. 
And it is very clear what He is doing with us individually and as a 
fellowship to get us ready. There is a tremendous sense of awe and 
expectancy. 

I go to Menado July 11. From there directly to Jakarta, Singapore, etc. 

Time goes fast. 
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JULY, ‘78 

And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing. 

Isaiah 35:8,10.     



I was happily surprised to hear that my 
friend Iso had burned all his magic charms 
as a symbol of his rejoicing. I tried to search 
out the reasons for this action. In the 
following paragraphs I want to outline the 
background of my friend's conversion. 

One day in 1935 an eighteen year old 
teacher named Wisono, known to his friends 
as Iso, was riding his bicycle along the street 
in Kartasura (Central Java). In front of the 
busy market place he heard behind him the 
loud horn of a car going at high speed and 
wanting everyone to get out of its way. About 
ten meters from him Iso saw an old man 
walking across the street toward the market. 
The fast-moving car couldn't stop and hit the 
old man full force, sending him ten meters 
through the air. Everyone cried out, feeling 
sure the old man would be dead. But the old 
man got up, dusted off his sarong and jacket, 
collected his hat, which had been thrown far, 
and continued his journey to the market as 
though nothing had happened. Everyone 
looked at him dumb-founded, as though they 
had seen an angel in broad daylight. 

Iso, who saw this from close up, couldn't 
get over the wonder of an ordinary farmer 
who obviously had tremendous magical 
power. Iso said to himself: If someone else 
can have power like that, I can too. I want to 
have power like that, or, if possible, greater 
power. 

HUNTING FOR A TEACHER 
What teacher could give power such as he 

had seen with his own eyes? Soon Iso found 
the teacher he was looking for. The teacher 
was not called guru, but just "the old one." 

Iso told "the old one" the desire of his heart. 

The old one listened attentively and then 
said: "I understand your purpose. But 
remember, 'I myself have no power. Only 
God can give such power. But, if you want, 
you can express your request to Him and I 
will act as intermediary. 

The old one told him to fast for seven days 
according to a definite pattern. Three times 
the first day he could eat seven handfuls of 
rice, the second day six, and so forth, until 
on the seventh day he just ate one handful. 

After this Iso was told to soak in the river, 
submerged up to his neck for three days and 
nights. Through all this fasting and soaking 
Iso was to pray for the spiritual power. To 
whom should he pray? The old one did not 
say to pray to God, but to the four corners of 
the earth -- the east, west, north, and south. 

When Iso had completed his fasting and 
soaking, he came to the old one again. He 
was inducted, or anointed by the old one. He 
was given an instruction that the power 
which would be given could not be used to 
start a fight or to do anything against 
decency, but could be used only to defend 
himself. To make sure that he would not lose 
the power, he was given several regulations. 

For instance, he was forbidden to eat 
watermelon or cucumbers and several other 
foods. 

What sort of power did Iso get? First, he 
was protected from any kind of spells or 
witchcraft that anyone might try on him. 
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Second, if he just made an intention in his 
heart, no weapon would be effective against 
him. Third, his enemies would always shrink in 
his sight, so that a six foot man would look like 
he was only half a foot high. When Iso faced 
an enemy, anything Iso said could happen. 
The enemy could die of weakness or have his 
bones broken, or anything that Iso said. 

With this kind of magical equipment Iso was 
not afraid of anyone. He began to have a 
desire for a real challenge, and longed for 
someone on whom he could tryout his powers. 

Iso also had a collection of swords and other 
weapons, all equipped with magical powers. 

During the terrible times of the Japanese 
invasion and during the times of the revolution, 
Iso used his powers to his heart's content. 
Everyone he saw, he sized up at a glance, 
estimating what powers they had. Everybody 
looked to him like ants. 

 
CONVERSION 

"How could you suddenly give up the powers 
you had worked so hard for?" I asked him, 
really wanting to know. 

"I want to tell you about Jesus' love for me 
which was greater than all my sin and 
rebellion," answered Iso. "Jesus' power also 
was revealed as being much greater than all 
the power of Satan and the kingdom of 
darkness, which had held me bound all those 
years. The love of Christ set me free from my 
sin and the powers of darkness.  

"The Lord used some young people from the 
Lawang Bible Training Center as an instrument 
to bring me to conversion. 

"In the village of Duren I saw lame people 
walk when those young people prayed. There I 
saw a spiritual power that could help and save 
suffering humanity. I was amazed, and began 
to ask myself why I only sought and possessed 
spiritual power for my own purposes and to 
feed my own pride, and to destroy people who 
attacked me. I was deeply moved to see young 
people so full of love and faith in Christ Jesus. 
Jesus was obviously giving them power to 
bring His love to suffering people, so that those 
people could be healed and saved. The next 
day I saw a little lame girl healed. I myself 
heard the little girl ask her mother to put her 
down so she could walk by herself. 

I wept in my heart, and resolved to leave all 
my black magic to submit the rest of my life to 
Christ. 

"It wasn't easy for me to let go of all the 

powers I had. Because those powers had 
given me a sense of security and self-
confidence. 

What would happen to me if I let go of all of 
it? Wouldn't I become weak and at the mercy 
of whatever people wanted to do to me? 
Wouldn't I become helpless like an ant? 

"It was hard to surrender and say that Christ 
would be my new source of strength. 

It was hard to learn Paul's words: 'When I am 
weak, then I am strong' -- weak in the flesh, so 
that the strength of Christ could work in me. Of 
course, I knew the strength of Christ was great, 
but that strength could not be under my control. 
I had to be willing to be used by Him, instead of 
using His power. 

"But finally the power of the Holy Spirit won in 
me. I gave up all the magic powers and powers 
of darkness that were in me. I surrendered all 
my swords and magic charms to be burned 
and destroyed. And now Jesus miraculously 
gives me the gifts of the Spirit -- faith, visions, 
and the like. Whatever I ask in faith He gives. 
Many things I couldn't possibly do in my own 
strength, He does for me when I ask Him. How 
beautiful is the love and power of the Lord 
Jesus that I experience each day! 

After I was anointed by the Holy Spirit, I 
experienced for myself the truth of 1 John 4:4: 
The Spirit that is in you is greater than the spirit 
that is in the world.' I tell my friends that it is 
better to seek the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
than all other teaching and power. 

"Anyone who knows the fellowship of Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit, doesn't need any other 
power, because we can experience His 
beautiful power and compassion everyday." 

This is the testimony of my friend, who used 
to boast of his own strength, but now rejoices 
to live by the gifts of the Lord Jesus. 

- A student. 
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The Lord manifested His power in healing 
about six hundred people in the campaign 
held in April in Tulung Agung. The campaign 
could not be held out-of-doors because of 
present conditions and unrest. We could not 
even publicize it by printed invitations or 
loud-speaker announcements as we usually 
do. It had to be held at Alex Tuarita's house. 
We had a real struggle before hand, and 
many obstacles from the local government. 
But the Lord told us what was going to 
happen and taught us to hold on to His word, 
and not be influenced by conditions. 

We were reminded of many instances in 
the Bible where it seemed impossible for 
God's promise to be fulfilled, such as: the 
raising of Lazarus, the birth of John the 
Baptist, the birth of Jesus, etc. Even though 
the thing spoken by the angel seemed 
impossible, Mary said: "I am the Lord's 
servant. Let it happen to me as He has said." 

This opened the way for the promise to be 
fulfilled. 

But Zacharia did not believe what the Lord 
said, so he was struck dumb for a time. 

Clearly the Lord wants us to receive His 
words with faith. 

This teaching from the Lord encouraged us 
to trust His promises, even though we faced 
unbelievable obstacles in preparing for the 
Tulung Agung campaign. 

God's promises were gloriously fulfilled in 
the campaign. Even without publicity about 
one thousand people gathered. In the three 
day campaign about six hundred people 
were healed of all sorts of ailments and the 
name of Jesus was glorified. Many accepted 
the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

-Joel. 
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LETTER FROM PILIPUS SUKAMTO 
Abepura, 14 May, 1978 

 

We have just returned from a three month 
evangelistic trip in the interior near Wamena, 
Jayawijaya. From there we visited Biak and 
Nabire. 

After our Bible Camp in November, 1977, 
ministry is wide open in Irian. In almost every 
city there are posts where we can stay and 
minister to the surrounding area. 

There are evangelistic posts and prayer 
fellowships. 

Irian has about two and a half million 
people according to a recent census. This 
includes both people in the interior and along 
the coast. But they could only list about two 
hundred and fifty tribes. There are still 
several thousand other tribes, hidden in the 
forests and living in very primitive conditions. 
Still many of these tribes are continually at 
war among themselves and kill each other 
on sight. 

I want to tell you about several tribes that 
have been won to the Lord by our teams 
since April of 1976. 

In April 1976 our team went into the interior 
to a region known as Pukam, Wirima. This 
area is a seven day hike through thick jungle 
from Wamena. It is very cold because it is 
3750 meters (12,187 feet) above sea level. 
Four times before missionaries had gone 
into this area, but had narrowly escaped 
alive. But our team heard the Lord tell them 
to go there. They were given a warm 
welcome. But after half a year terrible tribal 
wars set in. Our team was unable to do 
anything to stop them. And eventually they 
had to escape from there. They took with 
them the son of the tribal chief, whom we 
have now trained in Abepura. 

Hearing that the tribal wars had ceased, at 
least temporarily, three of us decided to hike 
in there again. We thought the Pukam, 
Wirima tribe might have been wiped out. 

But many have survived. They were happy 
to see us again. We really had compassion 
on them. They were in terrible poverty of 
body and soul. They are almost totally 
naked, both physically and spiritually, and 
very primitive. We began to teach them to 
sing and worship the Lord. We stayed there 

for a long time to teach them and lead them 
to really know the Lord. 

We often weep for them in our prayers, 
asking that God's grace may be increasingly 
evident to them. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Last year our team also won a tribe in the 

interior from Sarroi, called the Banyeria tribe. 
They live a three day hike from Sarroi. 
Ninety members of the tribe have been 
baptized. We have built a church building 
and several houses. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
I thank the Lord for choosing me for 

ministry in Irian. After my first half year I 
couldn't stand it any longer and wanted to 
return to Java, because I was sick all the 
time. But the Lord said we should be content 
in whatever condition we find ourselves. 

Beginning from that moment I began to be 
well and have rarely been sick since. 
(Editor's note: Irian has kinds of malaria 
which are very insidious and seem totally 
impervious to malaria medicine. This is just 
one of the continual hazards in Irian.) 

In November, 1976, the Lord sent us to 
Merauke, where we found some people with 
a great desire for the word of God. But after 
one month I got another very severe case of 
malaria and fully expected to die and asked 
just to be buried in Merauke. In my sickness 
I kept dreaming about our friends who had 
died -- Rohani, Gwan An, and others 
(members of the first Holy Way team). But 
the Lord miraculously brought healed me so 
that I haven't been sick since. 

 
After three months in Merauke we returned 

to Abepura and were replaced by a friend of 
ours named Ayub. But after two months in 
Merauke he became sick and died. We were 
very depressed, but eventually realized that 
the Lord allows all these things. 

We have experienced daily harassments 
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and obstacles. My family in Java has been a 
burden to me, because I keep getting news 
of my younger brothers and sisters going 
astray. But the more the world weighs upon 
shoulders the more we are forced closer to 
God (Job 19:23,24). And the more I am 
separated from the modern world, the more 
the Lord receives me into His Presence.  

In August, 1977, we were happy that Ester 
Sitorus was coming back to Irian to help us. 
She ministered with us for two months in the 
prayer fellowships in Sentani, Abepura, and 
Jayapura, helping with preparation for the 
November Bible Camp.  

But one day she dreamed and said: "The 
Lord says I am soon to be called home."  

We didn't believe her. But a week later she 
suddenly came down with malaria and died. 
Before she died she said: "The Lord will 
bless you and will greatly bless the Bible 
Camp next month." 

We can't describe how sad we all were. We 
almost wanted to cancel the Bible Camp, but 
invitations had already gone out all over 
Irian. But all our discouragement was 
dispelled by the tremendous blessings of the 
Bible Camp. God revealed Himself in an 
unusual way and His gifts were given in 
great abundance. 

Since the Bible Camp reports have been 
our pouring in that hundreds and hundreds 
of new converts are being baptized. Several 
remote tribes have been brought to the Lord. 
We are still working hard on the follow-up. 
Several professors from Cendra-wasih 
University and a county commissioner have 
left their offices and are out preaching the 
Gospel. 

Many people who were sent out at the end 
of the Camp have not yet returned. We are 
still anxiously awaiting their reports. 

 
All our love and prayers. 
-Pilipus Sukamto. 
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We strongly urge you to pray much 
and intensely for this terribly difficult 

and richly rewarding mission field. 
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