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He has told me, "You are my son, today I have become your father.  Ask and 
I will give you the nations for your heritage, the ends of the earth for your 
domain."  Psalm 2:7, 8  J.B. 

 

REPORT PROM WEST IRIAN 
By Kornelius Darto 

Two of us, Kornelius Darto and Markus Alfonso, members of the Lawang Bible Training Center, 
went to Irian in October 1974.  For the first month there we ministered to the prayer fellowship and several 
churches in Abepura.  The prayer fellowship there was started by a team from the 1972 Lawang Bible 
Camp.  Since then it has had its ups and downs.  When we arrived, there was much confusion, and many 
members had left.  There had been fighting and hatred had developed. We spent several days explaining 
about balance in the Christian life and about the divine order for the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit. 

One evening during prayer meeting the Lord had us hold a foot-washing to teach them to humble 
themselves with each other.  They confessed their hatreds, jealousies, and suspicions honestly, and they 
forgave one another.  Sins of long standing were confessed and released.  The Spirit of the Lord reunited 
them in His love, and all began to experience the Presence of the Spirit.  They were told to straighten out 
problems at their work. 

One couple went right away that evening and settled a long standing problem with the mother-in-
law.  An office worker had his dishonesty pointed out by a word of knowledge.  He went to the office 
manager, confessed it and straightened it out.  He was directly filled with the Holy Spirit. 

A government worker got his life straightened out and immediately got promoted to department 
head. 

A woman had been sick and unable to eat for a month.  Many doctors had examined her but could 
not determine the illness.  Her family brought her to the fellowship.  She was prayed for and healed 
immediately. 

The Holy Spirit was poured out, many were baptized in the Spirit. Sick were healed, sinners were 
convicted.  Several government employees who had been sick for a long time confessed to corruption and 
were healed. 

Day by day the Lord was perfecting the prayer fellowship at Abepura.  The Presence of the Spirit 
became more evident.  Personal holiness began to be in balance with the ministry by the gifts of the Spirit.  
They became outstanding witnesses in their own Protestant or Pentecostal churches. 

After a month in Abepura our team left for the interior with the head of the Department of Religion, 
and three young men of the area. The following is from the report made by the head of the Department of 
Religion, Rev. Roebyn Weohau. 

"We were taken to Sarmi (about 750 km away along the coast) in the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship plane.  There we stayed in a house belonging to the Bethel Church. There is a small 
congregation there. As we prayed, the Lord directed us to begin outside of the town. We walked 2½ hours 
through the Jungle to Bagaiserwar.  The power of the Spirit began to be manifested in the Bethel Church 
there.  A member of the congregation, who had been sick in bed eight months expecting to die, was healed 
and immediately got up and walked." 



"We began to get some trouble from the nearby Presbyterian Church, who didn't want to accept our 
ministry.  The village chief agreed with them.  In my capacity as head of religion for the area, I instructed 
the village chief to gather all the people for a lecture.  The whole village gathered.  I lectured for about 5 to 
7 minutes, then turned the meeting over to the other members of our team to preach the Gospel. We were 
not talking denomination, but just presenting Jesus Christ. The people had a great hunger for the Word of 
God. 

"At the close of the meeting we prayed for the sick and 65 people were healed of various ailments - 
blindness, deafness, malaria, lameness, dumbness, chest ailments, etc.  The Lord demonstrated His power.  
That evening 400 people received Jesus as their Savior.  The people were happy.  The village chief's wife 
was healed of a long illness.  The next day we held a similar meeting.  Even more were healed (about 100) 
and 600 received Jesus and were born again. People who for a long time had stayed away from church 
began to be active in their churches again. 

"That village had many powers of darkness, witchcraft and idol worship.  But the Lord gave us a 
great victory. 

"Then we went to a smaller village about 9 km (2 hours) from Sarmi called Amsira/Ferkame.  There 
are four churches there: Presbyterian, Bethel, Advent, and Catholic.  But for years none of them have had 
any ministry. Rarely hold services of any kind. The spiritual and physical condition of the people has 
deteriorated. The people are very poor. 

"There are two young ladies there, one from the USA and one from Japan. They are studying 
language with the intention of translating the Bible into the local dialect. 

"We held meetings two days to which all 200 inhabitants came. Thirty received healing.  After the 
second meeting the people asked that someone be placed there to minister to them.  They would build a 
church, and house for the minister. They wanted to be one church, not divided into denominations any 
more. So here is a great need for a really sincere pastor. 

"From there we went to Mararena and held meetings.  Many were healed. Hundreds received Jesus.  
A swollen knee was healed, a case of malaria, and a case of total blindness, among others." 

After this we started to go deeper into the Jungle, traveling two days through swamps infested with 
blood suckers, crossing rivers, through Jungle so thick the sun was rarely visible, drinking the reddish river 
water or even swamp water, trusting God to protect us. Arriving tired the second evening in Mapirania, we 
began right away to minister to those who gathered.  Some sick were healed and several received Jesus as 
their Savior. 

One more day in the Jungle going up hill brought us to Munukania. We stayed there several days 
preaching the Gospel with boldness. There were many there who were called Christians, but they didn't 
know Jesus.  They were still living as animists.  After the meeting the first day many began to confess their 
sins and receive Jesus as their Savior.  Ten people were released from powers of witchcraft. Many were 
healed of all sorts of sicknesses.  On the succeeding days the whole village gathered even though we met 
without benefit of lamps. 

The people there are very primitive - only wear loin cloths. Their food is papeda (a paste-like 
substance made from roots), boiled leaves, boiled bananas. They have a tremendous desire for the Word of 
God.  Many miracles took place there. 

The two of us from LBTC said goodbye to our team of West Irian young people, who were going to 
continue to evangelize in that area for several weeks more. We started the two day trip back toward 
Jayapura. The second day, after a breakfast of stewed bananas, we started out and walked for six hours 
through thick Jungle. There is no food in the Jungle, and we were getting desperately hungry. Finally we 
sat down and asked the Lord's help. A family came along carrying a load of tapioka root. They cooked 
some for us and we ate until we were full, and went on our way rejoicing and thanking God for His 
provision. 

The area we visited is surrounded by several very primitive tribes, living in the thick Jungle, and 
moving about from time to time.  They wear no clothes, and some still eat people.  Most of these have not 
yet been reached by the Gospel. Even the government can do nothing about them.  We are praying for the 



way to reach these people with the Gospel. 

After our return to the city, we taught and encouraged the prayer fellowship for several weeks more.  
At the end of December, I returned to Java leaving Alfonso there to minister with the teams of young men 
that are being raised up to evangelize in the interior. 

— Darto 

The above is my translation of Darto's Report on his trip to Irian.  There are several young men from 
the interior who are on fire for God and want to be trained to minister to their own tribes in the interior.  
This is a tremendous opportunity, since they know the language and. can communicate with these tribes.  
Since they are accustomed to conditions there, they can go places where no outsider could long survive 
(which apparently includes most of West Irian). 

For this reason Timotius Rohim from LBTC and Pilipus Sukamto from Magetan are leaving for 
there March 8. They will meet Alfonso there and begin training the Irian young people for work among 
their own people. 

Other plans include a healing and evangelistic campaign in Angaran (Central Java) during March, 
My trip to Australia March-April, long range plans for teams to Bali, Borneo, Rian Islands (several 
hundred little islands near Singapore). 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

Since the above was received we have had word from Barbara Stube that Ed's trip to Australia has 
gone well, Ed having "a wonderful time of ministry" there.  She writes "The training center moves in very 
orderly fashion with the Holy Spirit appointing teachers, and one pastor from Surabaya on Easter Monday 
to teach. 

We thank each of our readers for their prayers, gifts to support this ministry, letters and messages for 
Ed and Barbara Stube. We forward news to them as it comes in. 

Those who wish to become serious intercessors and receive occasional letters regarding specific 
needs may write: Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd McGuire. 

Monetary gifts must be converted and sent to Indonesia through: Mrs. Enid Stube. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING The annual meeting of The Holy Way, Inc. will be held at 

11:00 A.M., Saturday May 31, 1975 at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd McGuire, and there will be a 
Pot Luck luncheon. All who are able are invited to attend. 


