
14th April, 1973 

ANNUAL REPORT FROM L.B.T.C. 
 

At the time of this report we have completed nearly two years at 
the Lawang Bible Training Centre.  The second year here has been a year 
of learning many things, some of them the hard way.  It has also been a 
year of marveling at the Lord's continual blessing. 

Students and Staff 

At present we have about 35 people living together here like one 
big family.  Twenty of these are students and staff of the Training 
Centre.  The staff is as follows: 

1. Darto is the official head of the Training Centre. 

2. His wife, Tuirlyn, acts as dean of women and also supervises 
the household. 

3. Ester graduated in January and has stayed on as stall, 
being in charge of the office and correspondence. 

4. Ing, also graduated, and helps with preparation of books 
and other literature. 

5. Darto, Priyanto, and Father Stube serve as a board of 
elders for the fellowship. 

We have actually had applications for many more students but we 
turn down far more than we accept. We have a rule that all applications 
have to be approved 100% after prayer of the fellowship. If one person 
has doubts, we turn down the application. Also we have found that 
people we accept immediately get all kind of plain and fancy trials and 
temptations, so that several times they have failed to get here. But we 
find that with this system, the ones that do get in are really the 
Lord's choice. They have to be because it is a lot harder to walk in 
the Spirit than to the rules and regulations in a normal kind of 
school. People who enter here immediately run into more testings. So 
much that we have begun to greet new people with "Welcome to the 
wilderness." The Lord smashes them down and then builds them up again 
His way. It is wonderful to see the growth of some of these young 
people in a few short months. 

In addition to the graduates we have kept on here as staff, we have 
also graduated Barnabas, who left in January to open a training centre 
in Sidikalang, Northern Sumatra. 

Physical Improvements 

This year we have built: 
1. Six bathrooms 
2. Three sleeping rooms  
3. Girls’ dormitory (moving the office into the former 

girls’ dormitory thereby making office work possible.) 
4. Prayer room at the far end of the garden for those 

seeking a really quiet time with the Lord. 
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We have also made some efforts at farming with varying decrees of 
success. We now have some chickens, rabbits, geese, vegetables, and   
incipient fruit trees. 

Visitors 

This year we have had several visitors who have left blessing 
behind. Some months ago Larney and Gretchen Blatchford from Florida 
came for a day and two nights on their 21 day round the world tour. In 
spite of the briefness of the visit, it was a time of real refreshing 
and unforgettable ministry to us. 

We have had several visits from the Braugm family who are 
currently living in Semarang studying the language and waiting to see 
what the Lord wants them to do next. He specializes in teaching church 
growth along pretty much the same lines as we have been trying to 
promote. S they are a welcome reinforcement.  

The most recent visitor was Bishop Chiu, our Anglican Bishop for 
Singapore who spent two wonderful days with us, fitting in perfectly 
with all our peculiar ways of doing things, and giving us some 
wonderful teaching, and an example of the beauty of Christ in the life 
of the believer. 

 In addition there have been great numbers of people from villages 
and cities and from the far islands who have come for a few hours or 
days or even weeks to learn and have some fellowship with us in the 
Spirit. Each in his own way brings something new and helpful. 

Village Evangelism 

We have continues to evangelize at least two days a week in the 
villages around Lawang for a radius of 10 miles or so, many of these 
were opened after the campaign in Lawang a year and a half ago. We 
continue to visit them and the Lord keeps leading more new people to 
Himself. 

We have had good results in evangelism, but have to admit we have 
not been so successful in the follow up. We see too many walk with the 
lord for a while and then drop away. Part of the trouble has been that 
we haven’t had enough people to minister in all the villages. Visiting 
once a week just isn’t enough. 

We have made one or two experiments with placing two or three 
people in a new village for several weeks or months, and have found 
that this is a much more effective way. We are trying to figure out a 
schedule for doing this in a larger scale. 

Bible Camp 

As always our Bible Camp last August in Lawang was a most important 
event in the life of our fellowship. Before-hand the lord had told us 
that the topic must be the world mission of the Church and that at the   
end of the camp the Lord would send our teams to the islands and to   
the world. This is a part of a newly developing awareness in Indonesia 
of our mission to the world. Indonesian Christians have long been on 
the receiving end of missions but now there are stirrings of a new 
sense of the urgency of bearing the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 
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Teams to the Islands 

For six months after Bible Camp our biggest effort has been the 
sending out of these teams. Each of the teams gathered for a month or 
two at the L.B.T.C. for prayer and preparation and then went out as the 
Lord led. 

While they were gone, those of us at the centre spent much time and 
effort in prayer supporting them and helping to fight their battles. All 
of them had tremendous experiences. Many went into remote primitive 
regions, suffering real hardship, but seeing much fruit for their 
labors. Some barely escaped death by stoning, and many met strong 
opposition from other religions or even from churches. All received 
experience of immeasurable value that could never be learned in class 
rooms. 

All reached their destination except the ones who were aiming for 
North Korea. We aren't sure whether we got ahead of the Lord’s timing or 
if this one abortive attempt was necessary to open the door another 
time. In any event the team was not idle, but had a busy and effective 
ministry in Macao and Hong Kong. One team has not yet left, this is   
the one that was told to "Head Westward". 

We have continued to be much in prayer about this and feel that the 
places to be visited are: Singapore, Bangkok, Burma, India, Bangladesh 
and Nepal. At the time this report is being written we do not yet know 
when is the Lord's time to start. Islands and countries visited are: 
Bali, Lomboc, Sumbawa, Timor, Northern Sumatra, Southern Sumatra, Bulu, 
Ambon, West Irian, Macao and Hong Kong. 

Travel to the islands was largely supported by certain donations 
from campers during and immediately after Bible Camp. Our usual policy 
for teams in Indonesia is to send them out with enough money to get them 
to their final destination. They have to rely fully on the Lord’s 
provision for the rest of the way. One team left without money because 
we happened to be out of money at that time. The Hong Kong trip was 
financed from a gift from the U.S. 

Most of these trips have already bee reported, and I will not 
report these. A few of the more recent ones are sent herewith (and will 
be included in next newsletter). The team to Southern Sumatra is still 
there, far in the interior, and has not been heard from lately. 

Campaigns 

We have made several large healing and evangelistic campaigns in 
the following places: Island of Nias, Kali Pare and Sitiarjo, south of 
Malang, Nongkojajar, Magelang. 

 

Note: There is no sign off, so unless this was included in the May mail 
out, there is a page missing. 
(Ps. Spencer) 


