
 
 

December 20, 1965 
Semarang, Indonesia 

 

Dear Friends, 

Somehow I have lost track of time, so I don't know when I was in 
Jogja, but I think it was about a month ago.  I went to visit the prayer 
group there and was very happy to see the wonderful progress.  They now 
meet every evening for prayer in one of two different parts of the city.  
In one of the places they have some new converts.  The Lord has also led 
them into works in three or more villages near Jogja.  I preached at one 
of these places Sunday AM and Sunday night at another one that we 
reached by walking a considerable distance through the forest in the 
dark, enjoying the light of the fireflies, and with a song in our hearts 
because of the presence of the Lord. 

They have a wonderful little group in that village including 50 or 
more children and a lot of young people.  They meet in someone's home, as 
do most of these works.  In one of the villages, they have only a Sunday 
School started, which makes use of a local school building.  They have 
been doing some personal work among the parents and intend to start 
prayer meetings for the adults soon. 

The group is also continuing its ministry of reconciliation among 
churches and reaching people in all the churches with the Full Gospel 
message.  The group is definitely being led of the Lord and deepening 
its Christian experience as well as extending the area of its ministry.  
Wednesday evening we went to the village where I had preached Sunday AM, 
this time by horse cart. People had gathered there from the other 
villages, so there was quite a crowd.  I preached on the need of 
Christians to separate themselves from other gods and their worship, to 
get rid of the stuff from the witch doctor, and receive Christ's real 
victory over sin in their lives.  Spend considerable time praying for as 
many as possible individually helping them to receive the Lord's freedom 
and victory.  Several of the young men receive the Baptism of the Spirit. 

A little frustrating after all these months of language study to 
discover that Indonesian doesn't work well in the villages.  They speak 
mostly in Javanese. So one time I preached in English and was translated 
to Javanese.  Another time I preached in Indonesian and was translated 
to Javanese.  I think I liked the latter arrangement better because most 
of the people understood both me and the translator.  An evangelist in 
this country, to be effective, has to know quite a few languages.  All 
the young people understand Indonesian because that is the language of 
public instruction throughout the country.  But there are supposed to be 
over 300 local languages.  We must of course be grateful that at least 
there is one language which is generally known. 

It bothers me a little that western church traditions die hard (For 
instance, they often arrange the chairs in rows and follow a regular 
order of worship in a home prayer meeting).  I just ask "Why do you do 
this?" or "Where's the scripture for that?" The problems of Indonesian 
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churches (as well as much of their strength) have come from Western 
Christians. I always ask:  Why does church architecture, organization, 
order of service, music, mannerisms, etc. always have to some American or 
European pattern?  What would happen if a group of believers just started to 
meet together with, the Spirit leading there?  Would a new indigenous pattern 
evolve? I gather that the CMA missionaries in Western New Guinea allowed 
this to happen.  So the people come and sing and dance their praise for 
several hours after which they listen to instruction from the Word of God.  
They have developed their own hymns sung on three notes and have adapted 
their old dance forms to the praise of God.  But there are even Menonite 
churches in Java where everybody has taken up smoking at Church Meetings 
whether they like to or not just because the Dutch missionaries that started 
the churches did it. 

It's a real problem to separate the essentials of the Gospel from mere 
tradition.  I guess if I gather a group in a home and attempt to be led by 
the Spirit the meeting begins to look like one of our home prayer meetings 
back in the States.  But then, I think our home prayer groups with the 
informality, the free operation of the gifts and ministries of the Spirit 
and with all the members of the Body working together are more scriptural 
than the preacher and audience routine.  I tried to encourage the group in 
Jogja to attempt more freedom in the Spirit.  In small meetings and new 
groups there is a wonderful opportunity to allow a real New Testament 
pattern to evolve. 

When I got back from Jogja I discovered that part of my evangelism 
class wanted to go to Blora to preach the Gospel.  We intended to go on 
Saturday and return Monday as all of them are in school.  Actually we 
didn't get back until Tuesday.  The train that goes there is pretty hard 
to believe unless you've seen one.  People are crowded in like cattle.  
There also are groceries and livestock that people are taking to or from 
market.  The journey is 120 km (75 miles) but it takes 7 or 8 hours.  At 
each little village it stops and 2000 people get off and 3000 get on, 
all loading and unloading great quantities of merchandise.  At meal times 
we bought rice and stuff wrapped in banana leaves, which we ate by 
fingers.   

The boys had three guitars with them which they kept going the 
entire journey, singing and praising the Lord.  As we passed through 
villages and saw groups of children or grown ups they threw out Gospel 
tracts.  These are always very quickly grabbed up and read.  The people 
in the train got curious about what we were dispensing so we gave all the 
people in our car tracts to read. They all seemed interested enough to 
read them, and than we had opportunity to speak to some at greater 
length.  Sunday the boys went out in pairs to speak to people about 
Jesus.  Their greatest success was at the hospital where they had the joy 
of leading several to the Lord who had not known about Him before.  
Sunday night I preached at the local Pentecostal Church. I didn't really 
feel this was the Lord's best will, but maybe I yielded to human 
reasoning which said I had to have a church take responsibility for my 
presence in order to be there legally.  Maybe the Lord had a better plan 
that we missed.  Anyhow I went and started to preach on getting close to 
the Lord.   

I said that to get close to God you have to: 

 
1. Be quiet and listen to Him. 
2. Throw out all worship of other gods and the equipment of these 

gods that may be in your home, and all the talismans from the 
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witch doctors. 
3. Yield the control of your life completely to Jesus and accept 

His victory over sin; 
4. Refuse to yield yourself to the influence of any other spirit.  
 
The people were apparently receiving this message, though I felt 

that the atmosphere of the church was not good.  When I got to point 4, 
the pastor stopped me, said there was a curfew beginning at 3:30 
(everyone knew curfew began at 11:00) and closed the meeting fast.  
Apparently he began diligently the next day to make the rounds of the 
town proclaiming me as a false prophet.  I suspect that this will tend 
to emphasize the message I preached more than I could ever have done and 
fix it in the minds of the people.  So God always wins, even if we miss 
His first choice.  We keep praying for the pastor.  I suspect that he has 
some of the worship equipment of some other gods in his house that he has 
not yet thrown out.  I do not think that we have heard the last of Blora, 
however.   

 
The day after we returned, one of the families from the GKI 

(Presbyterian Church) in Blora showed up at my house with a demon-
possessed child to pray for.  Their immediate family is all Christian, 
but they have anti-Christian relatives who keep attacking them with 
demons.  They had taken the child to the doctor who could find nothing 
wrong, but the symptoms (pressure on the chest, trouble breathing, etc) 
regained.  I gathered the group together and the demon was cast out in 
Jesus' name.  She has been fine since.  Then we prayed one of the boys in 
our group saw a vision of the witch doctor that one of the relatives had 
called to put this curse on the girl, and he also saw an angel come and 
overthrow the witch doctor.  At the same time the mother saw a vision of 
Jesus with His hands laid on the child healing her.  Praise the Lord.  We 
have an invitation to visit them in Blora sometime, so no doubt the Lord 
will open up more doors there.  We spent much tine in praise and prayer 
when we were there, and I definitely felt led to believe the Lord for the 
conversion of the town.  We will continue to pray and see what the Lord 
opens up. 

Since we have been back from Blora (about 2 weeks I think) we have 
been busy almost constantly.  The Lord has added to our group and they 
have been praying and ministering almost constantly.  One of the 
wonderful things that has happened began with a call to visit an 13-year-
old boy who had become demon possessed.  He couldn't speak or hardly 
move.  Just lay in bed and stared blankly.  A couple members of the 
family came and took me to the house.  The place was filled with gloom and 
fear.  I prayed for the family (There are 8 boys and 2 girls in the 
family.  It's been a real job to watch the Lord's salvation for a whole 
family. --Barbara), and the boy, after which he fell into a peaceful 
sleep. After lunch I went back with 4 boys from my evangelism class.  We 
spent some time working the guitars and singing to dispel some of the 
gloom.  Then we started praying again.  We had to drive out several 
"friends" who are of other religions. (For example, there was one Islamic 
"friend" there who proudly showed me the large open wounds on the boy's 
arm where he (the friend) had beaten him raw with a stick and put in 
more demons).  Towards the end of the afternoon the boy began to be able 
to call on the name of Jesus for himself and then asked for food and 
drink (he had taken nothing for over 24 hours).  After supper we went 
back to pray some more.  We found him better but suffering much from the 
sores on his arm and disturbed because he was aware that they were the 
seat of some evil which still needed to be driven out.  I asked him why 
he was still bound so that he could not talk freely.  He looked at his 
arm and said "Evil".  So then we prayed especially for the casting out 
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of the evil spirits from his arm.  Before we left he was completely 
delivered and I was able to grab a hold of his arm where the sores were and 
find that all the pain was gone.  Praise God.   

After we left the family continued to pray.  The boy entered heaven 
and saw God's throne and the glory of His presence.  He described all of 
this to the family who rejoiced with Him in this glorious experience, 
which they didn't really understand. Then he began to prophesy and he 
continued this all the next day.  His family were all church people (They 
belong to a Chinese speaking Presbyterian Church), but most of them had 
never had a close walk with the Lord, nor did they know His joy.  The Lord 
spoke through the boy to each member of the family.  Family prayer went-on 
all day Saturday and Sunday and much of Monday.  One by one the members of 
the family were led into a real close joyous relationship with the living 
Lord.  Sunday many people from their church came to see what was going on.  
Some looked uneasy after a bit (everybody was praising the Lord very 
happily).  Others came in and sat down and gradually broke into the joy 
of the Lord also.  The boy, Tong Khoen, has since been leading his 
friends to the Lord.  We have continued prayer meetings at their house, 
or at our house, and he also brings the friends in the morning for Bible 
study and to ask questions.  He himself is fully uninformed about the 
Bible although he has attended church in the past.  But now he is filled 
with the Spirit, eager to learn, and on fire to go out to preach the 
Gospel.  He plans to accompany our team to Djamblang the day after 
Christmas.  His parents are so gloriously filled with the Joy of the 
Lord that it is one of the Lord's rare privileges just to go to their 
house. 

Just one more anecdote about this: One of the evenings that we were 
praying at Tong Khoen's house he said he wanted to pray for one of his 
friends in particular who was very hostile to God.  We no sooner finished 
praying that the friend came in. The two flew into each other's arms and 
started weeping.  Then Tong Khoen took his friend into the other room 
and gave him his testimony.  When they came back to join us we prayed 
with him and now ...he is a new believer in Jesus.  Praise God. 

All of this does not look like anything I've read in evangelism text 
books ("All men, including you, are sinners.  God is angry with sinners 
and wants them to go to Hell.  But if you will believe in Jesus you can 
escape from Hell and go to heaven instead when you die;" you know the 
routine). But praise the Lord, He is teaching this evangelism class a few new 
things.  Maybe if we keep praying He will keep leading us into stuff like 
this, or into all sorts of different stuff.  Who knows, except the Lord 
Himself. 

I have the big advantage in this work that I know almost nothing 
about evangelism and evangelistic methods and therefore have no pattern 
to fit our work into except what we can find in the Bible and through 
the direct leading of the Holy Spirit. 

We have learned one very startling fact about the content of the 
evangelist's message.  Most tracts and books on the subject begin with 
the condition of man (sinful) and with the wrath of God (fiery).  They 
then present salvation as a means of escape from hell and to enter 
heaven when you die.  This may be one way to get some people to accept 
Jesus and maybe even to get to know Him.  But this approach is radically 
opposed to New Testament teaching or practice.  Jesus began and ended 
His ministry with the proclamation of the Kingdom (or dominion) of God.  
Read Mt. 4:23-25 and Acts 1:3.  He said this was to be our message too 
(Mt. 24:14).  The miracles of Jesus, which always accompanied the 
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preaching of the Word, were a practical demonstration of the nature and 
power of that Kingdom. 

This was believed and practiced in the early church.  When Philip 
went on an evangelistic trip to Samaria (Acts 8) he demonstrated the 
power of the King by the miracles that were done in His Name.  And he 
preached the good news of the Kingdom of God (Acts 8:12). 

Thus our primary job is to proclaim and demonstrate the power and 
love of the Kingdom of God.  Convincing people of sin is not our job but 
the Holy Spirit's (John 16:8-10). 

If we use this scriptural approach, we are definitely preaching Good 
News from the beginning (after all, let's face it, sin isn't very good 
news to anybody).  We are presenting a promise for now, not for when we 
die. 

Especially we are accurately presenting the claims of Christ on the 
new life.  For, if God is King, then He has dominion over all Creation. 
If I accept Him as my King, then He will have exclusive right to 
dominion over every aspect of my life.  It's not just a question of 
forgiveness of sins (I know lots of people who believe that Jesus has 
forgiven their sins, who still don't have a satisfactory daily walk 
with Him).  It's not just a question of destination or even of purpose 
in life.  The dominion or center of control in my life changes when I 
accept Christ as my King. All old bondages, all old habits that bind 
have got to go.  My self-control has got to go.  All my ambitions, plans, 
ideas, desires have got to go. Everything that is called me has to be 
yielded to His government. 

This means that His voice must be clearly heard and obeyed at all 
times, and that He will be allowed to work through us to bring the 
authority of His Kingship to other lives and situations. 

If somebody enters into God's salvation on this basis, he enters 
into a life of closeness with God, a life of obedience and 
sanctification.  It is a new life now. "The Kingdom of God is near! even 
within you." 

This approach to evangelism is essentially what happened at Tong 
Khoen's house (although we were not at the time at all aware of any 
theory or doctrine of evangelism.  We were just doing what had to be 
done).  The authority of the Gospel of God's Kingship was demonstrated 
first in the deliverance from the demons.  The love of Jesus the King 
was shown through us towards long Khoen and his family.  The Lord's 
desire to have all of their lives placed in His hands to be subjected to 
His loving control was emphasized again and again during the day that 
Tong Khoen prophesied speaking to each member of the family one at a 
time and asking very searching questions as only the Holy Spirit Himself 
can do.  A couple of times someone in the group was asked to start a 
song and he or she couldn't do it, but just broke down and cried 
instead, asking forgiveness of sins and accepting Jesus as Lord and 
faster.  Nobody but the Holy Ghost was calling them to repentance.  And 
He was the One who was giving His peace and His joy.  He was the One 
who opened heaven for Tong Khoen and showed him what it's like in the 
presence of the King and what our real home is like. Somehow in the 
process, that heavenly hone became very real, very near, and very 
beautiful for all of us. 

************************ 
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Maybe this can be used for newsletter material also, although maybe 
some of the references to demons are a little kooky for folks in the 
States. This stuff is of course commonplace here because demons are 
routinely contacted in most of the religious practices of the people, 
and spells and curses are also common procedure to use on your enemies.  
Even some "Christians" still go to witch doctors when they are sick (with 
of course pretty dire results).  Some people also attempt to maintain 
some of the old religious practices in their homes, along with 
Christian worship in the church on Sunday AM (also with poor effect).  A 
French lady M.D., who lives near here, was talking to me one day about 
Demons and their activity.  I said, "What would happen if your medical 
association back hone heard you talking like this?"  She said "Ah, but 
they have never lived here." 

************************* 

I want to tell you a bit about some of the boys in the evangelistic 
team. 

The first one was Jo Jan Beng a 16-year-old boy from Djamblang who goes 
to school here.  He has been a Christian for a year and is very young, and 
eager, and full of the Spirit.  He is the only one I invited to join.  He 
and I and his friend Phoa Tjoen Siem prayed together the first week.  The 
second week the Lord added two new ones:  Harry Rappa, who really loves the 
Lord and received the Holy Spirit the first time he met with us and has been 
maturing rapidly; and Rochani who was a friend of my children (esp. Andy), 
but was terrified of all adults and especially of me and of people in the 
church who had important positions or were more wealthy than he (which 
includes most).  He also received the Holy Spirit the first meeting, and 
immediately began to pray, "Lord, may I never fear men, but only You."  God 
has wonderfully answered that prayer, and he has become strong in the faith 
and bold to talk or minister to anyone. 

There is also Tan Giok Lian, a law student, who loves the Lord and goes 
on all the evangelistic efforts.  It was he who led us to Blora which is his 
home town. 

Suleman got added to the group when Rochani had malaria, because he was 
there when we went to Rochani's house to pray for him.  Formerly Chris had 
accurately described him as a "half-wild boy".  But that night he returned to 
prayer meeting at our house, yielded his life fully to Jesus, received the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost and has gone with us to preach the Gospel. From a 
boy with a violent temper, he has become so humble, and gentle, that I think 
everybody has completely forgotten the (locally important) fact that he is a 
servant.  He is treated as a brother in Christ and functions as a strong 
member of the Body. 

There is also Oei Bo Sioe, who usually comes to our Friday afternoon 
meeting but has not yet entered in much. The Lord has assured me that he 
will. 

Liem Kian Bie came to the house one day wanting to know how to receive 
the Lord's guidance.  After I talked to him a couple times, we discovered he 
had really accepted Jesus for the forgiveness of sins and for the cleansing 
of his life, but yet he had never actually known Jesus personally or felt 
God's presence, or heard His voice or guidance in any way.  So he accepted 
Jesus not only as Savior from sin, but also as King.  When he did that God 
also baptized him in the Holy Spirit and now he radiates the loving presence 
of Jesus. 
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Liem Gwan An came and received the Holy Spirit but he hasn't progressed 
much yet.  The Lord has given me the assurance that he also will become a 
useful member of the Body, but we still wait to see the fulfillment of the 
promise. 

Ang Swie Tjoen is a Menonite boy who came to the house one day with a 
friend and received the Baptism of the Spirit. He has started a prayer group 
that meets at his high school once a week and I believe he also has a prayer 
group meeting in his home.  He quickly received freedom in the Spirit and in 
the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit.  But then he had a very trying 
time of tempting by the enemy -- doubts and fears which bothered him much, 
and at one point threatened to defeat him.  But I think now he has come out 
on the victory side of all that. 

The newest member is Khoe Tonj Khoen whose deliverance is extensively 
described above. 

I commit all these to your prayers. We each pray for all each day. 

I also commit to your prayers a young Presbyterian pastor Goei Johg 
Lioe who entered the Communist party in order to make a Christian witness in 
it.  He is now imprisoned with several thousand others for his affiliation 
with that party and has a glorious (though very difficult) opportunity to 
witness for Christ in the prison camp.  He finds a ready audience, many 
coming for prayer meeting every afternoon and for services which he is 
allowed to hold Sunday AM.  Conditions are unbelievably difficult there, but 
the Lord has radical opportunities for those who will be radically obedient 
to Him. 

When we first prayed for him we felt that he might have to give his 
life for this witness, but of course prayer changes things.  This morning I 
heard that he was going to be released, perhaps before Christmas, Praise the 
Lord. 

Our proposed trip to Malang for Christmas didn't happen.  We will be 
here.  We will probably celebrate Christ Mass at the house Friday night a 
little more "high church" than usually.  Usually Communion gets celebrated at 
the Stube house with everyone sitting around the living room.  The liturgy 
gets punctuated with much singing, some free prayer and gifts of the Spirit. 

The day after Christmas I am scheduled to go to Djamblang with part of 
the team. 

May the Lord greatly bless you all. 

 
In His Love,  
ED 


