
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. BOX 363 
HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

August 27, 1965 

Dear Friends, 

With grateful hearts another newsletter concerning the Lord's work 
through the Stube family in Indonesia is ready. Many "impossible" doors are 
opening for Brother Stube to preach to:  

1.  A Roman Catholic theological university;  
2. A ministers' conference where four denominations were 

represented;  
3.  A Pentecostal church; and  
4. Some Protestant seminary professors. More on these 

opportunities follow in which he tells us of some 
lessons he has learned and shares with us joys and 
blessings of the Lord. 

There are some specific prayer requests for:   

1. Christian literature in the Indonesian language;  
2. Home prayer meetings where small numbers of people can gather to 

learn and pray and praise;  
3. The Bible School which gathers momentum as the Lord sends young 

people hungering for more of His Word;  
4. The printing equipment; and  
5. The free flow of mail.  It is our hope that you will join us in 

these specific requests as we uphold our friends, the Stubes, 
in prayer. 

We again request that you send no packages to Indonesia. Your letters 
(which are so joyfully received) should be sent either by aerogram (which 
can be purchased at the post office for 11c) or by air mail (25c for ½ an 
ounce). Registered letters are the speediest way that we have seen as yet. 
You may, of course, write to them in care of THE HOLY WAY and we will 
forward your correspondence to them. 

The last letter to Tan Soen Aan was written in Indonesian.  In fact, 
Brother Stube is now able to deliver all of his messages in that language.  
The children are also progressing very well in their language study as they 
have enrolled in school there where they must know it. 

Concerning the schools there, Brother Stube wrote:  "Here the teaching 
of religion in schools is required by law. One of the principles of the 
country is belief in God. The students all take a course in the religion of 
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their choice.  The religious bias of the school and the teachers is known so 
that everybody knows where he stands." 

It is good to hear about, and from, the children.  BECKY writes: "So we 
went (mountain climbing) the next day. We went up the mountain and I fell 
down and sprained my back. For four days it was still numb. But the third 
day I went for a hike (only a little way), and here I am writing this 
letter. My back is much better today. Praise God!" 

 
Barbara wrote telling of the children: "DAVID has taken to writing 

Bible stories in his newly learned Indonesian and preaches to the street 
urchins who gather in crowds at the church gates. He takes Becky with him 
to make two Christian witnesses." 

"CHRIS has become quite tall. Fortunately he stands as straight 
as an arrow. Since it seems to be kite season, he has made a beautiful fish 
kite two meters long that everyone admires. Becky helped him paint it with 
water colors." 

"There is a wonderful bush in the church yard with never-ending red 
flowers. Children pick to their heart's content and they are miraculously 
there again the next day. JULI gave me a fancy hair-do using 25 of them 
and, sure enough, the next day the bush was full again." 

"ANDREW keeps praying for his scooter.  (Which had been shipped but 
hadn't as yet arrived.) 

"The children have learned to make peanut butter with a mortar and 
pestle." 

"RICHARD and PETER spent a busy summer—Richard with summer school 
at the University of Montana in Missoula and Pete swimming, playing soft-
ball and baseball and visiting assorted friends and relations.  Richard 
will begin his sophomore year this fall. Pete is now in North Carolina 
visiting his grandparents and Tan Soen Aan will continue his schooling at 
Montana State University in Bozeman.  Remember them, too, in your 
prayers. 

Brother Stube wrote that "the last of April we had a ministers' 
conference here in which four denominations came together for four days 
of fellowship and instruction. The denominations were the Geredja Isa 
Almasih (where they are staying and serving), a Pentecostal church and 
two Menonite bodies. There appeared to be a very fine spirit of co-op-
eration and Christian love among the brethren.  I spoke to them about the 
"Six Marks of the New Testament Church." 

A thought that he shares with us:  "Let's face it. The Church is 
wherever and whenever two or more Christians meet and talk about the Lord 
and/or pray together.  No matter what "church" you belong to, the 
scheduled activities on Sunday A.M. and other times are not the Church 
but the mission field.  If we can get this straight in our minds and our 
expectations, then:  1. we are not so shocked by what happens there and 
2. we can maybe be some use to the Lord in that place. Next to our own 
family, the hardest place to witness for Christ is in the 'church'." 

The end of July Brother Stube had the opportunity to talk with many 
young people as there was a Youth Camp with several hundred young people 
from all over Java attending. 
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"I am hoping soon to be able to gather a small group of the young 
people who want to go on with the Lord and to experience the instruction 
of the Spirit. We are also interested in getting together some young 
people who want to become a part of the Bible school. We will mostly 
pray together and see how the Lord will direct the operation. I am trying 
to encourage people to think in terms of a more radical concept for the 
Bible school.  I would like to abandon Western patterns of building, 
organization, and curriculum, and just see if the Lord can lead us into 
His particular pattern for this time and place. After all, there's 
nothing really scriptural about the way we do it. Jesus never had a 
school building, or a dormitory, or a board of directors or a class room, 
or a course of instruction, or a class meeting at fixed times. He just 
gathered a little group of men, and they followed Him around and saw His 
work, and listened as He explained what had happened." 

"I think that we can learn by doing. We are going to try to gather 
some young people to work at getting some materials in the Indonesian 
language. This can be done partly by making translations and partly by 
doing some new writing. We can prepare Sunday School materials in the 
Indonesian language. When we get the print shop, the students can oper-
ate it and print the things they have prepared. There are also, of, 
course, unlimited opportunities here for evangelism. Millions have never 
heard the Gospel. Doubtless we will be led to send out people two by two 
(or otherwise) to preach and put their training into practice." 

It is easy to see that the Bible School should continue to be a 
matter for prayer along with the printing equipment. The latest letter 
from Indonesia states that it is now impossible to get the equipment from 
Hong Kong.  There is a possibility (if the import permit is granted) to 
import a small letter press from Germany.  Please keep both of these 
matters in your prayers. 

This from a letter written early in the summer:  "We have been finding 
out whether our confidence (for Barbara's healing) was based on God's 
promises of healing or on the visible evidence of healing from day to day. 
There is much to learn about faith.  In Glendive we were praying to be 
shown the way to victory. Now we are learning it bit by bit.  We have to 
settle in our minds that our Christian confidence comes from what God says, 
not from what our eyes see.  "Faith is the substance of things hoped for 
the evidence of things not seen." The Bible says, "By His stripes we were 
healed." So the victory was won already. We accept it by faith, and then 
we "stand still and see the salvation of God." It has taken me several 
years just to begin to learn the lesson that when trials and temptations 
come, it is a time for rejoicing, because they give an opportunity for our 
God to show His glory. Hallelujah!" 

A description of the church in Semarang: "They are Pentecostal in the 
sense that they believe in the Baptism in the Holy Spirit as described in 
the scripture. They also believe in (but don't practice much yet) the gifts 
of the Spirit and the body ministry. They believe large quantities of New 
Testament theology.  They even have a very high view of the sacraments and 
their efficacy.  This denomination has probably done more than any other in 
the country in terms of out-reach and evangelism, and also in promoting 
reconciliation and co-operation among churches.....The Church also has 
several hundred young people, many of whom are really working for the Lord 
and are very anxious to know the Lord's best. Many of them sing in the 
choir and teach Sunday School.  Forty or fifty of them appear every Monday 
afternoon and pray for 1½ hours for the Sunday school. They also show up at 
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other times (like before exams) for serious times of prayer....In 
accordance with NT practice, the present pastor, Njoo Soen Liat, was raised 
up from the congregation in response to direct revelation (instead of being 
hired from elsewhere)....the services are generally conducted by the elders 
of the church. The pastor often gives the opening prayer and the 
benediction. The preaching also is shared. 
 

After services and at other times during the week, groups of people do 
calling on the sick at home and in the hospital.  When Barbara was in 
the hospital there were church people in every day to pray for her. 
Much praying gets done here .. .We also try to encourage the church leaders 
to keep an atmosphere of praise going.  Somebody apparently at some time 
instructed Indonesian Christians on the importance of brokenness before 
the Lord, and of acknowledging our sinful nature.  Therefore local custom 
calls for crying into a handkerchief during every prayer. Hardly 
anybody can pray without weeping.  I claim that if you are still worried 
about your sins all the time, you need to meet Jesus as your Saviour. 
After all, He already 'bore all our sins in His own body on the tree.' 
Let's get the sin question settled and go on to something more interesting 
and constructive.  I have noticed that whenever we get some real praise 
going in a meeting the strange spirits flee and the strange noises 
cease. 

Home group meetings are the heart and core of any 'church' and their 
birth springs from many causes but only one Source. Here is how one was 
born in Semarang as Brother Stube tells it: "Recently a young woman was 
sick, so we started having prayer meetings there every evening. The Pastor 
and some of the elders and others attended. The first night we anointed her 
with oil and believed God for her healing. The second night they decided 
that we should not ask any more, but just to believe the Lord and give 
thanks.  So we continued to gather there for two weeks just to worship and 
praise the Lord and to listen to Him....the meetings were a real 
breakthrough. Almost every evening we had some wonderful, praiseful singing 
in the Spirit, worshipping the Lord together. The true manifestations of the 
Spirit started happening—prophecy, tongues, interpretation, etc.. The Lord 
was instructing and leading us into something a bit different and new each 
evening." 

It sometimes seems, too, that as we begin to think that we know what's 
what, we see (to God be the glory) that God is in control of His creation 
and not bound to our small imaginations.  Here is something that happened 
to Brother Stube: "Had a real kooky couple days in Jogjakarta with some 
young men there.  They have been writing to many in the U.S. asking for 
Christian literature so I wanted to find out about it. Everything is 
wrong in the natural — very young; new in the faith:  family of the 
leader is strong Islam; lots of big ideas; elaborate organization on 
paper. Most of the ideas sound either impossible, or just so contrived 
they have to be in the natural.  But I followed around for several days 
and all the ideas I said were wrong, turned out miraculously. Doors 
opened where it was impossible. There was a joy in their prayer meetings 
and a freedom I have not found here elsewhere.  I go back to speak to 
church leaders and seminary professors (some of the doors that opened.) 
Praise God:" Then, a later letter continued, "Had a wonderful far-out 
four days in Jogjakarta with my young friend Bud Antono and his prayer 
group.  I preached a few times in a Pentecostal church; talked to some 
seminary professors (Protestant seminary — Presbyterian type) much 
interested in charismatic renewal. Have tentative arrangement to lecture 
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at the big Roman Catholic seminary in August.  (This is no longer 
tentative, but a reality.  Praise God!) This is said to be impossible, 
but the Lord opens doors that people can't. Will probably also go there 
for a week of interdenominational meetings sometime soon to 'explain' 
the charismatic revival in America. The little prayer group there 
continues to grow and move more and more in the Spirit.  They somehow 
got representatives in it of Protestant (i.e. Presbyterian), Baptist, 
Roman Catholic, etc. churches. I thought it unlikely at the time. But 
all those people are still there at all the prayer meetings and are 
really praying.  The Baptist asked for prayer to heal malformation in 
his nose. The Lord healed him immediately. Then they laid hands on him 
to receive the Holy Spirit.  Immediately he began to praise the Lord in 
a new tongue. Hallelujah!" 

As you know, the Stubes went to Indonesia because they knew the Lord 
had called them to do so. Usually a minister goes to a foreign field to 
minister. Here are Brother Stube's comments on that: "It's somewhat of a 
switch to go to a 'mission field' to be ministered to, but this is just 
what has happened. Here I am in the midst of all these wonderful 
Indonesian saints with no responsibilities and at present hardly any 
ministry except an occasional sermon or teaching session. There is 
nothing else in the world like Indonesian hospitality. The ministry we 
have received has been wonderful. When Barbara was sick they took care 
of all our expenses, came twice a day (all the elders of the church, that 
is) to pray for us, arranged for our trip to Djakarta and hospital here. 
Everything we have needed has been supplied. People keep coming in with 
fruit and other goodies. 

"How wonderfully the Lord looks after us. The other night at supper 
Barbara said, 'Next time you go shopping, get us some fruit for 
desserts.’ 

Chris said, 'We could just pray for it.' The Lord usually provides 
every thing we need. 'Just then a man walked in with enough bananas for 
the family. He said, 'I was going to bring these over this morning, but 
I was busy all day and didn't get around to it.' Before we pray God 
prepares the answer. Hallelujah: The next day we got both bananas and 
oranges brought in by other friends. 

"The Bible says that it is 'more blessed to give than to receive.' 
And of course this is so, but in a Christian community both the giver of 
ministry and the receiver of it profit. Therefore I would say that if 
giving is most blessed, then receiving is at least second best. It takes 
a kind of humility that I guess I needed to learn in order to be the re-
ceiver of ministry all the time. 

We have nothing of our own here. Everything we want we either ask 
people for, or ask the Lord for. We have surely had no lack. May the 
Lord bless ten-fold all who have ministered to us and shared what they 
had with us." 

And that is likewise our prayer for you who have so wonderfully 
given of your prayers, your money and your support. May God's richest 
blessings be yours. 

For the Rev. E. B. Stube, and in Christ's Love, 

Mrs. Jerry Nelson, Sec., Treas. 


