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God's Perfect Creation 
In the beginning, God created everything in the 

universe. He created stars and planets, grass and trees, 
animals, and all the natural order. Finally, He created two 
kinds of spiritual beings: angels and people. All this 
creation was made in a perfect and beautiful order. 

The angels surrounded the throne of God in heaven 
praising Him day and night. Adam and Eve walked in the 
garden God had given them, enjoying the presence of the 
Lord and praising Him on earth. The whole universe gave 
glory to His Name, praised and obeyed Him. God Himself 
was Lord; everything was in His power. He gave mankind 
authority to exercise His power over everything in this 
world, with the understanding that mankind would remain 
in submission to His will. 

Rebellion in God's Creation 
Obedience is not really obedience until it is tested. Satan 

entered into the serpent to bring Adam and Eve the first 
temptation. At the first, mankind had obeyed the will of 
God in every particular with perfect love towards God. 
After they ate the fruit of the "tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil," they no longer obeyed God. They did not 
even want to listen to Him, because they thought they 
themselves knew what they ought to do. Their thoughts 
and deeds, which were no longer controlled by God, began, 
in fact, to be controlled by Satan to whom they had 
submitted their wills. 
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The course of this separation is graphically described by Paul in 
Romans 1:28-32: 

Since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave 
them up to a base mind and to improper conduct. They 
were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, malignity, they are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. Though they know God's decree that those who 
do such things deserve to die, they not only do them but 
approve those who practice them. 

That sounds like what I read about in my newspaper each morning. It 
happens more and more in our country because we have turned our 
backs on God. It happens even more dramatically in other nations where 
God is not known at all. There, poverty, chaos, and evil often run 
unchecked. 

When Satan had been allowed to enter into the minds of men, he 
took over their whole soul and spirit and all the structures of their lives. 

Furthermore, mankind's authority over creation was conditioned on 
obedience to God. Therefore, when men and women were no longer 
obedient to God, they lost their authority over creation. They became 
weaker than Satan, weaker than natural forces and sickness, and unable 
even to control their own thoughts, emotions, and actions. 

The authority that had been intended for mankind was snatched by 
Satan who became the ruler of the world. The whole universe was 
subjected to futility and decay. 

The creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 
will, but by the will of him who subjected it in hope; 
because the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in travail together until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait for the adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. Romans 8:20-23 
 

Satan became the head of the present world system. He 
gives his order to this world according to his principles of 
force, greed, selfishness, and worldly pleasure. This world 
system often appears to be religious, scientific, and cultured; but 
actually it is only full of national and commercial rivalry and 
strife. In time of crisis, it can only be maintained by armed 
might. Even God's people get caught up in the chaos, distorted 
values, and worldly methods. 

Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some 
one to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith. 1 
Peter 5:8, 9a 

 

Invasion of Enemy Territory 
When He came into the world, Jesus Christ began an invasion 

of this enemy territory. He began to take back enemy territory by 
healing the sick, delivering the demon possessed, forgiving sins, 
doing miracles, and especially by proclaiming God's truth. In this 
way, Jesus has showed us clearly the nature of the warfare and 
the enemy and also the way to obtain victory. 

The Nature of the Warfare 
Jesus made clear for the first time the real nature of the 

warfare. Apart from His revelation, people always assume that 
the warfare is a struggle between man and man, country and 
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country, religion and religion. Jesus taught that the warfare is a spiritual 
warfare, and must be fought with spiritual weapons. Jesus Himself 
never attacked people or governments or nationalities. He attacked the 
spiritual forces which molest and bind men, and He set men free from 
these forces. 

This Warfare Affects all Creation 
All creatures are affected by this warfare. All people are fighting on 

one side or the other, whether they realize it or not. A person who does 
not yet believe in Jesus is on the side of Satan and his armies, because 
he does not know the will of God and cannot, therefore, obey it. He, like 
Adam and Eve, is submitted to Satan to whose temptation his life is 
yielded. 
 

[Before your conversion] you were dead through the 
trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now is at work in the 
sons of disobedience. Among these we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body 
and mind, and so we were by nature children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind. Ephesians 2:1b, 2, 3 

Worldly people try to do everything with their own wisdom. They 
believe that mankind can solve all problems in the world with their own 
ability. This attitude is the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil and is the basis of sin. 

There are many other people who have already heard and received 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; but they attempt to serve Him only partially. 
In some problems or difficulties, they seek His help; but other things 
they think they can take care of with their own abilities. They may also 
try to continue some of their sins and bad habits. Because they try to go 
both ways at once, the warfare of the world enters into their lives. The 

forces of Satan and the power of sin battle against the forces of 
God and His power in their hearts. The two greatest forces in the 
world are at war within them. Their lives are a battlefield. 

I do not understand my own actions [Paul says 
hysterically]. For I do not do what I want, but I 
do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do 
not want, I agree that the law is good. So then it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells 
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells 
within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is 
right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what 
I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within 
me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do 
right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the 
law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin 
which dwells in my members. Wretched man 
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body 
of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord! Romans 7:15-25 

Some other people receive the complete victory of Jesus in 
their lives and become useful soldiers in the Lord's army. They 
can say with Paul in Romans 8:2, "The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death." 
Those who want to become soldiers of Christ have to be freed 
from every bondage, every other habit and desire, and have to 
yield themselves whole-heartedly for the service of Christ's 
army. 
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Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted 
him. 2 Timothy 2:3, 4 

 
Well, I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating 
the air; but I pommel my body and subdue it lest after 
preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.  1 
Corinthians 9:26, 27 

Thus, it is clear that everyone is influenced by this cosmic warfare, 
though not all in the same way. Some actually side with Satan and his 
hosts; others try to follow God and Satan at the same time and become 
themselves battlefields. How much better to be completely on God's side 
by receiving His victory in our own lives and then becoming effective 
soldiers in His army. 

The Real Nature of the Enemy 
We have already seen that the warfare is not against men but against 

spiritual forces. Of course, Jesus and His disciples attacked and 
overcame sin, sickness, and the like. But they understood that the real 
enemy is the spiritual forces of evil—Satan and his temptations, worldly 
attitudes in people's hearts, the separation between men and God, all the 
world systems that have replaced the dominion of God in this world. The 
nature of this enemy can be studied in 2 Corinthians 10:4-6. 

The weapons of our warfare are not worldly but have 
divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy 
arguments and every proud obstacle to the knowledge   
of God, and take every thought captive to obey 
Christ, being ready to punish every disobedience when 
your obedience is complete. 

In these verses, we learn both the nature of the enemy and the 

nature of our victory over the enemy. 

The enemy is described first as a "stronghold" to be pulled 
down. These words speak of the present world systems and 
heathen religions under the control of Satan. These systems 
cannot be torn down with the strength and strategies of men, but 
only as God brings in His Kingdom by His power. Our part in 
this victory is our intercessory prayer and our willingness to be 
used by Him. 

Secondly, the enemy is described as all "arguments" of men, 
and all proud obstacles to the knowledge of God. These include 
the bondages of evil spirits in the minds of men, their prejudices, 
all ways of thinking which are in accordance with fallen human 
nature, all pride, imaginings, doubts, fears, and worries. Satan has 
deceived mankind with his lies. He has persuaded mankind that 
they can straighten out the world without God's help, and that 
they can solve all their own problems. All such thoughts and 
deeds must be torn down and destroyed; and we must receive a 
new mind and heart. 

Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
you may prove what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.  
Romans 12:2 

 
The Nature of our Weapons 

This renewing of our minds is accomplished in us by God as 
we take His side in the spiritual warfare and as we receive and 
use His spiritual weapons. We can also bring this renewing of the 
heart and mind to other people and ultimately to the world 
through our intercessory prayers. 

We study the weapons of our warfare in Eph. 6:13-18. 
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Take the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. Stand therefore, having girded your loins with 
truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
equipment of the gospel of peace; above all taking the 
shield of faith, with which you can quench all the 
flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit which is the 
word of God. Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication.  

Please notice the following points in these verses: 
• The function of most of these weapons is to protect us. 
• These weapons are not natural, but supernatural and spiritual. 
• The defensive weapons do not cover the back side of our body; 

we must always face the enemy. 
• Only one of these weapons is an offensive weapon. This is the 

sword of the Spirit, or Word of God. His authoritative Word is 
entrusted to our use in our intercessory prayer, and in our 
prayer in the Spirit. 

In Revelation 12:11, we can read that Satan and his hosts are 
defeated by the blood of Jesus, by the word of the testimony of the 
saints, and by their faithfulness even to death. 

God's part in the world's warfare is the blood of Jesus which has 
already been poured out to break the power of the enemy and to 
guarantee our victory. 

Our part in this warfare is the word of our testimony. We do battle 
beside God in this warfare when our words bring testimony to Him, 
when we speak His words, that is, when our words are in agreement 
with His Word and we speak under the anointing of His Spirit. 

Our intercessory prayer can always bring victory if we 
learn to believe and speak the Word of God. 

The Word of God 
The Word of God is the powerful words that He speaks. It is 

His revelation of Himself. By speaking, God created the whole 
universe, and His Word is still powerful to save and renew His 
creation. 

The Word of God is Jesus Christ Himself, who became 
man and lived among us. He is the most complete and perfect 
revelation of God among mankind and the perfect manifestation 
of God's authority in the world. 

The Word of God is all the words that Jesus spoke and 
continues to speak through His disciples. Jesus Himself said that 
all His words were the words of His Father (John 12:49, 50). 
Jesus also said, "The words I speak to you are spirit and life" 
(John 6:63). The words of Jesus bring life with abundance. If we 
speak the words of Jesus, we also give life. 

Receiving the Word of God 
There are several ways to receive the Word of God. 

The Word of God has been written in the Bible as inspired 
by the Spirit. We can receive the Word of God by reading the 
Bible and meditating on its teachings. 

We can also receive the Word of God when we have 
fellowship with Jesus Christ in prayer and let Him speak His 
words into our hearts. In this way, He can reveal His will to us 
for a specific situation, and He can give us exhortation and 
encouragement and comfort. This is why it is important that we 
listen more than talk to Him when we pray. 
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The Word of God is given also by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
When we receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, we yield our tongues 
to the Spirit, and He can speak through us. 

We can pray in the Spirit with a new language as the Spirit gives 
utterance. This is an especially effective method of intercessory prayer, 
because in this way, we can be sure that our prayers are according to 
the will of God and are being spoken with His words. The Holy Spirit 
can also use our mouths to deliver the manifestations (or "gifts") of the 
Spirit, such as the word of wisdom, prophecy, and distinguishing 
spirits. In this way God reveals His will to us, gives us understanding of 
the situations we face, and leads our prayers. Our words then have 
authority and power to do what they speak of because these words are 
the words of God. 

Using the Sword 
After we have received the Word of God, we can fight victoriously 

on God's side. The Word of God is our sword to be used in our warfare 
in the world. This sword is strong to win. We can conquer every power 
of the enemy with the power of the Word of God. 

Our intercessions become Word of God as we pray continuously in 
the Spirit, using the words the Spirit gives us. Paul says: 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words. And he who searches the hearts of men knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
Romans 8:26, 27 

 
Prayer in the Spirit is effective prayer because it is according to the will 
of God; and Jesus promised that, if we ask anything according to His 

will, He will bring it to pass. 

If we pray much in the Spirit, our hearts and minds will be in 
tune with His, and we will be able to speak and act by the Word 
of God. In the events described in the New Testament, Jesus 
and His followers almost never minister to anyone with prayer. 
The prayer has been done beforehand. Their ministry is normally 
done with a word of command. Jesus says, "Stand up, take up 
your bed, and walk." Peter says, "In the Name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk." Miracles are done by this Word of God. 

It we speak the Word of God with confidence and faith, we 
will always see miracles like those manifested in the ministry of 
Jesus. Strongholds of the enemy will be torn down, God's rule 
established. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word of God is living and powerful,  
and sharper than a two-edged sword. 

In this world, there is no more powerful weapon.  
Let us learn to use this sword with boldness. 

 


