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Introduction 
 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 
How presumptuous to think we can accurately define the purposes of God! Yet we must 

dare to try because, without an understanding of these purposes, everything we do is undirected 
and unsure. We wander in mazes of our own invention or follow the trends of the present 
moment. Only God himself fully understands why he created us and the world in which we live. 

In preparation for some of these studies, I looked through all the books and commentaries I 
could find in my library and was surprised to find nothing whatever on the purposes of God. 
Actually, I do know of one or two books on the subject, but apparently someone had borrowed 
them. The essays which follow are a series of explorations of this subject given in the winter of 
1984-1985 at The Church of Saint Paul the Apostle in Baltimore, an inner city Episcopal church of 
which I was currently the rector. 

I did not know from week to week how the course would develop. Although I had given this 
subject considerable thought over the years, I was determined not to put forth my own ideas on 
the subject, but rather to seek a new revelation from the Lord each time. This made many of the 
weeks into times of devastating travail and many sleepless nights. Each teaching came out of 
much prayer and considerable anguish of soul. 

In a sense, God has provided a complete revelation of himself in the Scripture and in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, his Incarnate Son. Then, through the anguished 
struggles of the first few centuries, the early church worked out the accurate interpretation and 
formulation of this revelation in the statements of dogmatic theology—"quod ubique, quod 
semper, quod ab omnibus creditum est" (what has been believed everywhere, always, and by all, 
as St. Vincent of Lerins optimistically stated it in Communitorium, ch. II). 

   Surely our understanding of the purposes of God needs to be grounded in his self-
revelation in Scripture and may not be contradictory to it. It must also be established on a sound 
knowledge of who God is. 

   But the living God we see in the Bible and know personally through our relationship with 
Jesus Christ and our fellowship in the Holy Spirit is a God who reveals himself. As a loving 
Father, he longs to be able to communicate with his children on a continuing basis. 

    God does not change, and his purposes do not change; but, just as the conditions and 
activities of harvest time are not the same as those of seedtime, so our participation in God's 
purposes is different from that of first century Christians. Just as God revealed himself in the 
history and experience of the Israelite nation, so he wants to reveal himself in this period of 
history. This means that we need an understanding of what he is doing now, where we are in the 
fulfillment of his purposes, and what part we are to play day by day. 

    God tries all the time to speak to us in a variety of ways. Jesus said, "My sheep hear my 
voice." Unfortunately, many of his sheep don't hear him because they don't take the time to listen. 
Even when we are in our religious mode, we often are so busy talking or even reading our Bibles 
that we don't hear his still, small voice. Listening requires a contemplative mind-set. Receiving 
divine revelation presupposes a close relationship with Jesus. Jesus only revealed the secrets of 
his heart to the disciples that were walking with him in close, daily fellowship. To the crowds, he 
"spoke in parables so that they wouldn't understand" (Mark 4:10-12). 

In Old Testament times, God spoke to his people through visions, audible voices, angelic 
visitations, miraculous interventions, and especially through prophecy. This communication 
should be even more available to us who have received the gifts of the Spirit and live under the 
New Covenant of God's grace. 
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We can, for example, expect to receive visions from the Lord. There are several kinds of 
visions. 

Sometimes we see them clearly with our eyes, whether awake or asleep, with eyes opened 
or closed. These visions may be accompanied by distinct verbal communication as in the 
appearance of angels to deliver messages. They may involve seeing people or actions as in a 
motion picture. The images may be actual or symbolic. Paul saw a man of Macedonia who said, 
"Come over and help us" (actual vision)(Acts 16:6-10). Peter saw a sheet lowered from heaven 
with all sorts of animals and reptiles. A voice said, "Kill and eat" (symbolic vision)(Acts 10:9-16). 

There are also visions not directly perceived by the senses but in the imagination. In this 
case, we know in the imagination what is being represented but do not actually see it externally 
with our eyes. Imaginative visions may be of actual things that could be seen, or they may be 
purely symbolic. This is clearly the case with most of the visions in the Revelation to John. They 
cannot be drawn as described. The elements in the descriptions need to be interpreted as 
symbolic. 

There are also visions which are manifested purely in the spirit. These may be a very 
definite revelation of God, who is Spirit, to the spirit of man, but they cannot be formed into words 
or images. If these can be described at all, they must be described by translating spiritual 
perceptions into images. 

The Bible strongly recommends prophecy, by which we can deliver the words of God to his 
people. Paul recommended prophecy as the greatest of the gifts of the Spirit and recommended 
that everyone do it (1 Corinthians 14:5). Jesus said that there had never been a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist, but that the least in the kingdom of heaven was greater than he. Surely 
Jesus meant that all Christians should be able to hear and speak the words of God because we 
know Jesus intimately. 

God's church needs to be attuned to hearing him in whatever way he wants to 
communicate. 

The new revelation that God gives will confirm and elucidate what has been stated in the 
foundational revelations of Scripture and theology. 

It is my hope that the chapters which follow will indeed reflect some of what God wants his 
people to know about his purpose and direction for the world and his church at the present 
moment in history. 

Any new revelation I may bring forth will be interpreted in the light of a life-time of Bible 
study and experience, including twelve years in Indonesia teaching young nationals biblical 
methods of presenting the Gospel to unevangelized tribes and in churches. The work of the 
mission we started there has done much to bring spiritual renewal to a nation and has brought 
many into the kingdom. Much of our study there consisted in wrestling out in community study 
and much prayer the essentials of the Gospel and the ultimate purposes of God in this time of 
history. 

I also have studied extensively in theology and have frequently taught courses in dogmatic 
theology. I write this, therefore, in the confidence that what is written is laid on the foundation of 
Scripture and orthodox theology. 

During most of the time that I was giving these lectures, I was a part of a contemplative 
prayer group which was committing itself to pursue a different approach to prayer each week. 
One week we were doing imaging prayer, and the revelation came forth in a series of visions. 
Another week we were doing Scripture meditations, and the lecture came out more like a Bible 
study. It seemed that the Lord arranged all of this so that the mode suited the subject matter and 
the occasion. 

I have felt comfortable about reworking these lectures into book form because I am 
impressed more and more that the church needs a clearer sense of direction and a clearer 
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concept of its part in the purposes of God in these days. I will be profoundly pleased if these 
words can somehow get people thinking and praying about these matters. 

— Edwin B. Stube 

 

 

 

Chapter 1 
The Ultimate Intention 

 
In order to understand adequately the meaning and direction of our lives, we need to be in 

touch with God's purposes. Why did he create the world and everything in it? Where do we fit into 
his intentions for the world and for mankind? 

Of course, our actual Christian lives are lived moment by moment. The immediate question 
is: "What does God want me to do right now?" But these questions have to be asked against the 
background of the ultimate questions: "What is this life all about? Where is the world headed?" 
These ultimate questions are always at the back of our minds as we face the immediate decisions 
of each moment. 

For that reason, we must begin this study with an attempt to discern God's ultimate 
intentions and then look more specifically at the closer objectives that apply directly to our daily 
living. 

As I try to consider the ultimate goal, I am reminded of the words in the Revelation to John 
1:7: "Look, he is coming in clouds, and every eye will see him." We all look forward to this day, 
and will experience it either joyfully or fearfully. 

I remember one time at a men's luncheon, I asked the question, "What would you do or say 
if Jesus walked in that door right now?" They all panicked and got terribly upset. That was not the 
response I was expecting from them. But, of course, for many people, it is a horrendous and 
frightening prospect. We read in Revelation about people who will look for a place to hide and 
want rocks to fall on them so they can be hidden from the Lord. 

Hopefully on that day, most of us will rejoice and say, "Hey, it's great to see you, Lord." 
That day should be a day of great excitement and wonderful fulfillment for us. Jesus once said, 
"When you see that day coming raise up your hands, and look up." 

This is where history is headed—toward the second coming of our Lord. His coming is not 
the end, but the beginning. He is coming to establish his kingdom on the earth. We pray for this 
every time we pray the Lord's prayer: "Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven." This is the prayer he taught us to pray whenever we pray; it is a prayer for the fulfillment 
of his deepest purpose, the establishment of his kingdom or dominion on earth. God created us to 
be people of the kingdom. 

We now know about humanity in its fallen state, and we assume this is normal, that in this 
world, we will always struggle and fight endless battles, and that we will always confront bad guys 
who make our lives miserable. 
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But these things are just incidents along the road. The fall of man is just a chasm into which 
we have fallen along the way. But with the incarnation of Christ, the purposes of God are 
reestablished. We are lifted from the chasm of sin and placed again on the highway of God 
leading to his eternal purpose. When we are in Christ, we come back into God's purposes and go 
on into his perfection. 

God's ultimate purpose is the kingdom. Shallow religion has as its purpose only salvation 
from our sins—you get your sins forgiven and live happily ever after—but God's salvation is much 
more than that. God is establishing his kingdom on the earth, and you and I are a part of that 
purpose. 

As I have prayed about how to present this ultimate intention, I have received a series of 
visions in all of which Jesus himself appeared. These visions are a graphic presentation of what 
he wants us to know about his purposes. 

The Lord showed me a vision of a very thick tropical rain forest with a very lush green 
growth, similar to places I had seen in Borneo. 

A group of us was walking through this jungle. I seemed to be walking hand in hand with 
the Lord. I would not be surprised if the rest of us were doing the same thing. I think the Lord can 
hold many people's hands at the same time. 

There was little or no underbrush; but frequently, there were very swampy places where we 
had to pick our way carefully. There were enormously tall trees, close together, with their tops far 
above us and vines hanging down from the branches. Animal sounds came from everywhere. 
Some of the animals were visible. There were monkeys in the trees, and occasional animals that 
are normally regarded as fierce, wild animals like tigers and lions. But there didn't seem to be any 
sense of fear. It was a very friendly situation, and it was obvious that those animals would be 
friendly if we confronted them. 

This jungle path finally opened into a clearing, a rectangular field with a tumbled down log 
cabin at one side. I had seen it before in visions. It was a place where I often visited the Lord, and 
we sat and talked together or just sat quietly and loved one another. It was a grassy place, with 
sunlight if we wanted to be warmed or shady places to be cool and refreshed. There was a 
profound sense of fulfillment and comfort in the presence of the Lord. As we rested in his 
presence, we felt all the needs in our lives were being fulfilled. 

The Scriptures often refer to green pastures. Psalm 23 says, "He leads us in green 
pastures." Other Scriptures speak of the green pastures as being a place of God's provision. The 
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Good Shepherd brings his flock into that field to feed on the grass God provides. That field is a 
quiet place apart from all disturbance, a place of protection because Jesus is there. 

As I reflect on this vision, I realize that the jungle is a natural place. It is just the way God 
created it. The trees and the animals are God's creatures. It is significant that there were no 
bramble bushes or undergrowth that would make the way difficult. There were no signs that 
people had corrupted the place. There were no beer cans or old pieces of paper or junk of any 
kind. It was a pure place, though wild. 

The open field had obviously been cleared by someone for use as a pasture. Presumably 
that person had lived in the log cabin which was now empty and deserted. Somehow that too was 
in God's purpose; he had led someone, without knowing it, to prepare this place for us. 

The kingdom of God, as we can know it and enter into it now, means walking with Jesus 
along the paths of life. It is also gathering around him in loving fellowship, learning from him and 
receiving his ministry. 

Another time during the week, I saw a vision of rivers of water. I saw these in different 
moods, as I moved along the stream. There were rapids where the water was very sparkling and 
alive, as if leaping in praise to the Lord. The water was like diamonds, sparkling in a myriad of 
colors as the sunlight struck it. There were quieter places where the stream moved slowly and 
twisted around. The water was very clear and pure. It seemed to be indicating to me a newness 
of spirit and a fulfillment of the joy of life that comes as we relax in the Lord. There is a newness 
and freshness in our relationship with Jesus that is beautiful and radiant and has a sparkle to it. 

Water represents life, because without it nothing lives. This is more obvious in the Middle 
East than here. Here you turn on the faucet and water comes out, but there the land is so dry that 
without a river for irrigation, everything dries up and dies. In Egypt, nothing grows except along 
the banks of the Nile River. Life depends on water. 

The Lord promises to lead us beside still waters. These waters are quiet, but they give 
vitality and life wherever they flow. 

The kingdom is the vitality of Jesus and the refreshment of being with him. It is continual 
renewal and excitement. 

 

The City of Man 
After these pleasant visions of the jungle clearing and the rivers of water, the Lord gave me 

a very horrendous vision of cities in ruin. I saw Baltimore and several other cities being wiped out 
by bombs. One by one, I saw the destruction of cities till not one stone was left on another. When 
it was through, I could not determine where the buildings had been. Everything was absolute 
rubble. You may have sometime seen a building which had collapsed and you could still see 
where it stood. But in these cities, destruction was complete. There was no longer any discernible 
form. 

I understood that the Lord was not referring to specific cities. He was not talking about 
Baltimore being wiped out by a bomb. 

These cities represent the structures of men, the things that men have built. The city is to 
be contrasted with the jungle we saw in the earlier vision. A city is something that men have built, 
often without any reference to God. 

Those of us who live and work in the city can see how far it is separated from the purposes 
of God. We see people walking their own way frantically without direction. The path in the jungle 
led to a quiet place with still waters. The frenzied path men follow in the city leads to 
destruction—destruction of society, destruction of family, destruction of personal lives. 

As I meditated on this vision, the Lord spoke to me about the structures of men, the whole 
Babylonian system. Babylon was a great city, one of the great cities of the ancient world. Babylon 
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has become a symbol of the systems of men—everything that falls short of the glory of God: false 
and man-made religions, man-made financial empires, man-made political systems— enormous 
and expensive structures, built and operated in the natural, independently of God. 

In Babylon, people and their personalities are destroyed. The principalities, the forces of 
darkness take over the city; they capture men's minds. People become bound up in drugs, 
alcohol, sex obsessions, and all types of perversion. The demonic forces rule the cities. 

As I looked at this vision of the destruction of the cities, I asked the Lord, "Is it just the cities 
that are bad?" He reminded me of a place in Patapsco Park where we had gone recently. We had 
been looking at a beautiful stream. There were rocks and trees and other natural beauties. But in 
the midst of these were hundreds and hundreds of beer cans and other junk, papers, and old 
pieces of clothing. The Lord said, "This is another vision of the same thing, a vision of the way 
mankind has corrupted creation." It was in a different setting but the significance is the same. 
Man has perverted what God has created. 

This corruption of God's creation reflects more severe spiritual deaths. People walk around 
who might as well be dead because they have no hope. There are many forms of death—
destruction of lives, of families, and even of the structures man has created for the governing of 
the cities—chaos. Minds are in turmoil, emotions out of control, relationships in confusion. People 
are hopelessness, without purpose, not knowing where they are going. 

We see so many people in this condition—they haven't worked, they can't work, 
ceaselessly drinking day and night, they are about to die with no promise for the future. They 
don't know what will happen to them; they are afraid to die, afraid to live. Completely hopeless, 
they move into a state of passivity because they know nothing better. Others are on an endless 
treadmill, running faster and faster to work and recreation, afraid to stop for fear they will come 
face to face with themselves and know the awful hollowness of their frenzied activity. 

The death we see in the city is not merely the absence of something to live for, but a very 
powerful force. It is a bondage that takes over men's minds, the end result of all the structures 
that men have created on their own, independently of God. The powers of darkness have taken 
command. 

The destruction of the city that I saw was God's judgment on the structures of man and his 
judgment on all the powers of darkness. 

God's judgment on mankind appears in three forms in Scripture. There are minor 
judgments throughout life. God lets people go their own way for a time; but they get into trouble. 
God has the world rigged so that doing things independently of him or in opposition to him does 
not work well. He allows minor disasters as a sort of remedial or corrective judgment to make 
people reevaluate their lives and seek his salvation. 

If, however, people reject his correction, there is an ultimate and final judgment ahead. We 
don't know when this will be. It is not a terror for those who are walking with the Lord, but it is the 
ultimate and irreversible disaster for those who have resisted or ignored him. 

The kingdom of God also involves God's judgment on the powers of darkness. These 
powers of darkness have taken over because they have been given permission. Adam and Eve 
gave Satan permission; they didn't know they were doing that, but that is what happened. When 
people get on drugs, they give demonic forces permission to take over their lives. When people 
allow themselves to go astray in sexual ways, they allow themselves to be taken over by 
addictions and eventually by demonic forces. Those who let themselves go in anger, allow 
themselves to be taken over by spirits of anger. Our news media delight to recount the senseless 
killings that result. Anything we do according to our own desires and independently of God opens 
us up to control by demonic forces. 

Part of God's purpose is to overcome the powers of darkness that have taken over the 
cities of men, and his judgment is hanging over them. This should be a prominent part in our 
ministry. Jesus repeatedly instructed his followers, "Cast out demons, heal the sick, raise the 
dead, preach the Gospel of the kingdom." 
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God purposes the defeat of all the structures of evil in the world, all the evil purposes of 
men and all the evil purposes of Satan. Those who will open their hearts to him and learn to work 
with him will be set free from the chasm of sin and the bondage of the enemy and put back on the 
highway of God. Their lives will be conformed to the purposes of God. The kingdom of God will 
be established on the earth. God's pure creation will be reestablished in all its beauty. 

 

The Kingdom of God 
After I saw the destruction of the cities and the destruction of the evil, I saw Jesus gathering 

his people around him. I was back in that field I told you about. Jesus was sitting right in the 
middle of that clearing with all of us seated around him in a circle. Even though we were all 
around him, it seemed that each of us was in front of him. We were not a great crowd. The only 
place I ever saw a crowd was the crowd that was being destroyed in the city. It seems obvious 
that the number of people gathered in the kingdom will be greatly reduced. In fact, the population 
of the world will be greatly reduced when Jesus comes. Many people will be wiped out in the 
destruction of the city of man. But God will still have a people for himself and they will be 
gathered around him. 

We know that God's kingdom will be established on the earth. Scripture tells us that we will 
rule with him in his kingdom. Often, we think of his building cities such as we know with people 
placed in structures we know. Someone will be Governor of Maryland and someone will be Mayor 
of Baltimore. Maybe we think of God as being over the whole thing like a president and of 
ourselves as magistrates under him. 

But from the visions I related above, I get a totally different concept. Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd. He gathers little groups of people around him in fellowship like we saw in that clearing. 
Government will not be a political, legal thing, but people gathered around Jesus in close 
fellowship with him, sitting at his feet, learning his ways, loving him and receiving his love. 

 

The Ultimate in the Finite 
The concepts we have been developing are powerfully confirmed in the Letter to the 

Ephesians. Ephesians deals with two great mysteries—the mystery of God's eternal will and the 
mystery of the church through which God's will is to be made manifest. 

Chapter 1 of Ephesians speaks of God's eternal purposes in creation. These purposes are 
focused in Christ, who was their full revelation. 

God had a purpose for his people before he began the creation process. We, the people of 
God, were chosen "in Christ" before the creation of the world to be the recipients of his blessings 
and the fulfillment of his purposes. In Christ, "he made known to us the mystery of his will 
according to his good pleasure which he purposed in Christ" (Ephesians 1:9). 

There are no surprises to God. He was not caught unprepared when man fell. When we 
became disobedient, he had a provision ready. Jesus is "the Lamb that was slain before the 
foundation of the world." The death of Christ was not just an event that happened one Friday 
afternoon. Nor was it merely a remedy for sin. The death of the Lamb was a reality before the 
beginning of creation. His sacrifice has to do with God's ultimate purpose which he purposed in 
Christ "to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in 
heaven and earth together under one head, even Christ" (Ephesians 1:10). The goal is his 
absolute dominion in all things. 

We start with God's ultimate purpose and its revelation in Christ. Only "in Christ" can it be 
understood or implemented. The implementation comes through the church, God's people, the 
body of Christ. The church is the "mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets" 
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(Ephesians 3:5). In this body, Christ has brought together people of different backgrounds, 
nationalities, and temperaments, uniting them by the power of his death. 

God's way of working out his purposes is the formation of a people, a people brought 
together in unity. There are no solitary Christians or lone ministers who do their own thing for 
God. We function as members of the one body. This unity is not achieved by political or 
organizational means. It is formed by the little circles of people gathered around the Lord Jesus. 
As we gather in our own group with Jesus in the center, we are not isolated from other groups 
gathered around Jesus. He is gathering together all things in heaven and on earth. In him, we are 
one with Christians everywhere, including my wife and son and all your loved ones who have died 
and with thousands of people we don't even know, and also with tens of thousands of angels in 
the heavenly realm. This is what we mean by the doctrine of the communion of saints. God's 
objective is to bring us all together in Christ. 

Ephesians 2 talks about the uniting of Jews and Gentiles. They have come from very 
different traditions, but they have come by the way of Jesus Christ. 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away [the Gentiles who were not 
God's people] have been brought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is 
our peace, who has made the two one [that is, the Jews and the Gentiles, or we 
might say the old fashioned Episcopalians, the Baptists, and the Charismatic’s, joined 
together], and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in 
his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. Ephesians 2:13, 14 

This unity will not be accomplished on the basis of law, by a political entity, or by sitting 
down and developing a strategy for the church. It is going to be done by gathering around Jesus. 
The boundaries which separate us are broken down only by the body of Christ crucified. God's 
intention is that we should be recreated as "one new man" in Christ. The church must be unified 
and perfected in preparation for Christ's second coming. 

A friend of mine asks the question: "If Christ who is the Head comes, where will the Head 
be placed? If the body is divided and scattered, here a leg, there an eye, over there the liver, 
where could the Head be placed? Will he be placed on an Episcopal church, a Baptist church, or 
on a Charismatic fellowship?" 

The body cannot function without a head. If you cut off a frog's head, the legs will twitch for 
a while. A chicken can actually run around for a few minutes with its head cut off; but eventually it 
dies. This is true also of people who separate themselves from the body of Christ. They function 
all right for a while, but eventually they don't. 

It is God's intention that we should all be built into his one body, and that we should all 
know ourselves to be members of that body. Whether we like it or not, we are one with all the 
Christians who are really gathered around Jesus. 

But the people of God are not just gathered for their own enjoyment and fulfillment. 

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his 
eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. Ephesians 3:10, 11. 

The church exists to make manifest the power of God to the principalities and powers 
which govern the structures of men—the forces of evil governing the cities and the lives of people 
in them. 

These forces of evil should be trembling with fear. If the church comes into unity and begins 
to function as the body of Christ, those principalities will be destroyed. If just a little remnant in 
any church really began to function as the body of Christ, the forces of evil in our city would shake 
with fear. The first little group of twelve disciples who gathered around Jesus were able to do 
great things. When Jesus sent some of them out, they returned saying, "Wow, even the demons 
are subject to us in your Name" (Luke 10:17, 18). 
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Jesus replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven." He knew that Satan's kingdom 
was being destroyed. Jesus was seeing a vision of what will eventually happen. As little groups 
gather around Jesus and go out to do his will, all the forces of evil will be destroyed. 

Jesus is occupied with gathering people around him, unifying his body, destroying the 
forces of evil, and establishing his kingdom. The kingdom is going to look less like the structures 
we know and more like the little group in the clearing. 

In another vision, I saw a very lovely woodland path going up a mountain. There were rock 
cliffs on either side rising steeply; a stream ran beside the path, and a group of us were climbing. 
The scenery was very beautiful. The terrain was quite open. There were no large trees. We were 
apparently near the timber line so that the vegetation was sparse. The water in the stream was 
very, very cold, and the whole atmosphere was cool and very pleasant. 

As we came up out of the ravine, the path opened onto a dirt road going through the open 
country, and it became drier as we went along. In fact, it began to look very much like a desert. 
On either side of the road, we saw little shacks that were falling down. The shutters were falling 
off, and the porches were sagging. The shacks appeared to be deserted. Here and there people 
had fallen down. They were apparently dying of thirst in the desert. 

Right along the road all was green. There was still a stream running along side the road. In 
the far distance there were three mountain peaks; and over the central one, the highest of the 
three, was the most amazing glow, radiant like a great incandescent light, very brilliant and white. 
We could look at it even though it was more intense than the sun. It seemed not to have any way 
to burn or harm us in any way. 

The road along which we were walking obviously went toward that mountain and wound up 
the side of it. We were on the road leading to the mountain of God! But as we walked, we became 
very tired because of the great heat of the sun baking down on us. 

The Lord, who was leading us on our journey, kept encouraging us along the way, and 
whenever we were tired, he took us over to the stream for a reviving drink. 

As we looked at the people out in the desert, we began to have a tremendous burden for 
them. They were struggling, and some seemed to be struggling toward the road. They could see 
the greenery along the road, but they were too weak to come toward it. We asked the Lord if we 
could go out and rescue some of them. The Lord said, "No, if you go out and try to rescue them, 
you too will die in the desert. You can't live out there in the desert; you stay here on the road with 
me." 

"But," the Lord continued, "you can raise up your hands and pray for them." 

We stood, looked out over the desert, and raised up our hands over these people. The Lord 
stood in the midst of us and he raised his hands too. As we raised our hands, we saw the people 
get up, get stronger, and begin to walk towards us. 

Some among them seemed not to want to come. They turned back towards their houses. 
They fell down again and just lay there. 

The ones who came toward us became stronger. They joined us on the road and walked 
along with us. As we went, we stopped occasionally and prayed for more people along the way. 
Others joined us. 

By now we were approaching the mountain. The number of people continued to increase 
and became a great multitude as we approached the base of the mountain. 

 

Conclusions 
The kingdom is God's rule or dominion on earth. His style of rulership is entirely different 

from men's usual image of leadership. He does almost nothing that could be called political or 
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even organizational. His style is more accurately defined by the little group of people gathered 
around Jesus and having fellowship with him and then going out to act out of love for him. 

We don't normally think of rulership in such terms. Throughout this study, we will constantly 
have to adjust our thinking about what is meant by kingdom of God. Remember that Jesus' first 
little group of disciples had a hard time grasping the idea. It is even difficult to find concrete ways 
of talking about it. That is why the Revelation to John, which deals with the final stages of the 
process, is couched entirely in vision and prophetic song. You will remember that Jesus had very 
strange ways of talking about the kingdom: The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed which is 
planted in the ground and grows. It is like a woman who is looking for something and goes out 
and finds it. Notice that he did not tell stories about the prime minister or the cabinet, nor did he 
draw a chain of command chart on newsprint. He gathered a little group around him to be with 
him and to be sent out. They observed his life-style; they saw his miracles; they saw his approach 
to all sorts of people and his ways of dealing with conflicts and opposition; they saw how he died. 
When there was opportunity, he sat down with them and explained things. 

The establishment of the kingdom includes the destruction of all enemies. Here again, his 
methods of warfare are different from those of the world. He avoided calling down fire from 
heaven or the use of natural weapons. He was involved in spiritual warfare with spiritual 
weapons. He cast out demons and set men free. He ultimately defeated Satan and his friends by 
dying on the Cross. He told his disciples to continue to battle spiritual forces of evil by spiritual 
means. 

There is a sense in which we experience the kingdom here and now. The little group sitting 
with Jesus in the clearing was experiencing the kingdom. Whenever we are walking, talking, or 
sitting with Jesus, we are related to the purpose of God. When we drink from the water of life that 
he gives, we are touching the joy of the kingdom. The power of the kingdom is shown in the 
ministry and in the destruction of the forces of evil. The kingdom is walking through the desert 
with Jesus, seeing the hope of fulfillment ahead. The kingdom is helping others to get on the path 
that leads to the holy mountain. 

There is also an ultimate fulfillment when all the "kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ" (Revelation 11:15). With all the powers of darkness 
defeated, he will rule the world perfectly from his holy mountain. 

This is God's ultimate purpose, and the Christians' hope. 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 
The Preparation of a Bride 

 
A recurrent theme in the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation is preparation of the people 

of God as his bride. The prophets speak of the chosen nation as a bride who has become 
unfaithful and committed adultery with other gods. The Song of Songs explores the development 
process through which a bride is prepared. Ephesians speaks of the church as the bride of Christ 
in the process of being sanctified. The last chapters of Revelation speak of the ultimate fulfillment 
in the marriage of the bride with Christ. 

In my preparation for this session, every time I opened the Scriptures, I came upon 
passages concerning the Lord's desire to purify our lives and make us holy. In most of these 
passages, God is concerned about the preparation of the church as a spotless bride. 

We have already seen in our first chapter that the Lord's plan is to be worked out in and 
through the church. Someone on the street the other day explained to me that he didn't care 
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much about going to church, but he thought it was nice that there is a church here, because 
somehow the church lends tone to the community, and the presence of the priest makes him feel 
good and comfortable and secure. 

Even many Christians do not give church a very high priority in their thought and time 
commitment. But the Lord's total purpose is to be realized in and through the church. This is the 
mystery that was not made known before, but was made known by the Holy Spirit to the body of 
Christ after his Ascension (Ephesians 3:2-11). Thus we will find that sanctification is to be 
perfected in the fellowship of the church. 

The Letter to the Ephesians contains profound insight into the process of preparation of the 
bride. Ephesians 4:17-24 introduces the metaphor of changing clothes. The author says we need 
to take off all those old attitudes and modes of living, just as we might take off our work clothes 
and put on new and better clothes to go out for the evening. The "clothes" that need to be 
removed are described in verses 17ff: 

You must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are 
darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all 
sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every 
kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

This is a very accurate and concise analysis of the state of those living apart from Christ. 
This is "the old nature" or "the old self." The author states flatly that people in this state are 
ignorant. 

We train our children for ignorance in our public schools because we do not allow the pupils 
to know about God. We pretend that Santa Claus is real and God is not, or the material world is 
real, but the spiritual is just private opinion. Therefore most of the pupils don't understand the 
basic facts of life, such as: God is the creator of all that we are studying; Christ is the only way to 
salvation. If people do not know these most fundamental realities of the world, it is not surprising 
that many of them have little motivation for learning to read or even for staying in school. They 
don't see any ultimate purpose for their lives. They learn to operate computers, but they don't 
have any understanding of reality. "They are darkened in their understanding and separated from 
the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them . . . ." They are separated from God, who 
is the Creator of the world we live in and the source of all understanding of reality. 

The ignorance is caused by the hardening of hearts. This means that the ignorance is, in a 
certain sense, intentional. Hearts are hardened against God, and this hardness is reinforced by 
our educational system, by the media, and by the general ethos. 

We confront this hardness of heart when we try to preach the Gospel in the city. People 
really don't want to hear, and they avoid us. In many cases, it is not until they get into a really 
desperate situation that they are open to the Gospel at all— and many not even then. 

The result of this rejection of the Gospel is described in Ephesians 4:18: "Having lost all 
sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 
impurity, with a continual lust for more." When we are apart from God, we are separated from the 
reality, the vitality, and the direction of God. We then are taken captive by impurities of various 
kinds. We are never satisfied and therefore we always want more. Lust becomes a way of life and 
then a series of addictions. 

This is the way the old life (the "old clothing") works: hardness of heart insures ignorance 
and refusal to hear God's truth. Separation from God then leads inevitably to corruption, 
immorality, and addictions. Evil becomes a controlling force. 

The image of taking off the old nature implies that this old nature with all its ignorance and 
evil is somehow a thing external to ourselves, which we have consciously or unconsciously "put 
on." We need to make a conscious act of taking it off. 
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Putting off the old self is not just getting rid of a few bad habits. We are being asked to put 
off the whole of the miserable self that we have become. 

It is amazing to see what happens to people when they get really soundly converted to 
Christ. Their lives get completely changed! I have seen kids of twelve years old suddenly turn 
from little children into fairly mature young people just because they got converted and baptized 
in the Holy Spirit.  They begin to walk in a new way and to see everything differently. 

Once I was ministering to a girl who repeatedly went through a long and hopeless story of 
how terrible everything was in her life. All she did all day was to go over and over this sad story of 
her life. One day she was expressing concern about the future. I said, "You have no future! All 
you are going to do the rest of your life is play these same old tapes about how horrible 
everything is. It's useless; you have no future." But then I added, "But, as a matter of fact, what 
you really need to do is to fall in love with Jesus." 

With that, I went away. She was furious at me and took everything she could find, all her 
bottles of perfume and everything else on her dresser, and threw them at the mirror, breaking 
everything. 

Then she sat down on the edge of the bed and said to herself, "As a matter of fact, what I 
do need is the love of Jesus." She knelt and prayed, "Lord Jesus, I do want to learn to love you." 

The love of Jesus came into her heart. 

The next day, I met her again, and she recounted the history of her life again. The events 
were the same, but the way she told them was absolutely different. Her whole attitude had 
changed; there was nothing hopeless about her life any more. She still had the same past and 
the same difficulties, but she had an entirely different view point on everything. Now her mind had 
been enlightened when before it had been darkened by the hardness of her heart. 

That was the only time she recounted all those events again. She didn't need to because 
she was now living in the present and not in the past. She was not worried about the future, 
because she was walking with Jesus. 

We put off the old self and the mind is renewed. The old self which was corrupted with the 
deceitful desires is made new in the attitude of our mind. We begin to have the mind of Christ. 

Just as the old nature was a "garment," something external to our true selves, which 
needed to be removed, so also the new nature is in a sense something external to ourselves, a 
"garment" which we put on. The new nature is not our righteousness, but Christ's. When we 
believe in him, he imputes his righteousness to us. Our part in the transaction is simply an act of 
faith. We put off the old nature by an act of faith, and we put on the new also by an act of faith. 

In the following verses, we are presented with a very practical and impressive array of 
replacements. Anger is dealt with quickly and replaced with forgiveness; stealing is replaced by 
working for a living; mean, idle, destructive talk is replaced by edifying talk that encourages and 
builds up; lusts of the flesh are replaced by Christ-like sacrificial love. 

This does not mean that we are going to try to be forgiving and kind and gentle and pure 
and always try to say and do the right thing. That simply doesn't work. It may work for a while. We 
can fast from saying nasty things for a while, but then one day we start in again. We can fast from 
anger, but one day we blow up. We can fast from sexual immorality, but then lust gets too strong. 
The only way that works is to allow God to change our nature entirely by putting off the old nature 
and putting on the new. The garment of purity comes only from God. It is his gift. The change 
always works much faster if we let him transform us, rather than trying to do it ourselves. 

We said above that sanctification is to take place in the church; but much that we have said 
about changing clothes could be construed as sanctification of the individual. The fact is that 
repentance and walking in the new life with Christ can only successfully be carried on in 
fellowship with other Christians. We support one another, bear one another's burdens, exhort one 
another, correct one another, strengthen one another. When one is happy, all rejoice; when one 
is sad, all are sad; when one falls into sin, all share the responsibility and the restoration. Our 
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interrelatedness becomes increasingly obvious as we proceed to learn about sacrificial love, and 
submission to one another in imitation of Christ. Christian living has to be done in relationship first 
of all with Jesus and secondly with one another. 

The continuation after we put on the new nature is described in the beginning of chapter 5: 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:1, 2 

Our living out of the new life depends not on our own striving, but on relationship. We have 
a loving father-child relationship with him. We keep this relationship with him very close and 
intimate. We watch him closely so that we can model our lives after him. Jesus said, "I only do 
what I see my father doing." Following this pattern requires that we observe his ways and keep 
him foremost in our thoughts. This will inevitably mean that we must eliminate some other 
activities, thoughts, and distractions. 

The love of Christ is active. It is also costly. John the Baptist knew that cost. In obedience 
to God's call, he lived out in the desert and ate whatever he could find there. Out of love for the 
Lord, he chose the way of radical obedience which led to horrendous suffering and ignominious 
death. His total focus was toward the Lord and his purpose, and toward the ministry to which God 
had called him. 

This is the kind of love that Jesus manifested. He was willing to give all, even to die on the 
Cross as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Insofar as that kind of sacrificial love takes over 
our lives, it will overcome the imperfections in our lives. 

 

Walking in the Light 
When we have moved out of the old life into the new, we find a never-ending process of 

growth and development. In Ephesians 5:8ff, the image changes to that of darkness and light. 
The powers of darkness are combated by the light of Christ. 

 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of 
light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and 
find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of 
darkness, but rather expose them . . . for it is light that makes everything visible. 
Ephesians 5:8-11, 14a 

The light of Christ makes everything visible. If we want to see after dusk, we turn on lights. 
When the light is turned on, everything is visible. If the floor hasn't been swept, or there is junk 
lying around, it will be evident. If there are signs that immorality has been taking place, that will be 
obvious also. The light of Christ shows what needs to be dealt with in our lives. 

The quickest way to get rid of the darkness in a room is to turn on a light. We don't need to 
beat on the darkness or shovel it out. When the light is turned on, the darkness goes. 

The light also illuminates our path and shows us which way to go. If we move around in the 
darkness, we bark our shins. But the Lord wants us to be moving in his purposes. He says: 

Wake up, O sleeper, 
   rise from the dead,  
and Christ will shine on you. 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of 
every opportunity, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord's will is.  Ephesians 5:14, 15 

The Christian life is not just the absence of evil in our lives. There is work to be done in 
obedience to the Lord's will. When we wake up, and get ready to move, Christ gives us light to 
see his purposes. We will desperately need his light, because the days are indeed evil. If they 
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were evil enough to illicit comment in the first century, how much more true this is now.  Mankind 
has succeeded remarkably in developing evil of all kinds to a high art.  We have devised highly 
effective methods for the destruction of mind, body, and spirit—nuclear weapons, drugs, the 
promotion of self-interest, television ads and comics, sensitivity training, pop psych, endless 
noise, the mad pursuit of entertainment, to name a few. The days are indeed evil; and the 
Scripture says that they will get worse before they get better. 

Some will say that this means we must be very cautious, and we must study and plan and 
develop strategies for coping with life. We will use our own reason to figure it out, and we will 
implement our own plans for combating the problems. This is tree-of-the-knowledge-of-good-and-
evil stuff. 

The author of Ephesians says, "Do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is." 
This reflects back to the condition we analyzed in Ephesians 4:17ff. When we try to proceed 
according to our own wisdom and patterns, our understanding is darkened; and we are separated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in us. Everything we try to do will be futile. 
We will be like people groping around in the dark in a booby-trapped building. The only 
successful way to navigate the hazards and difficulties of the present time is to walk in the light of 
God's wisdom. Christ's light will enable us to see clearly the purposes of God and act accordingly. 

 

Life in the Spirit 
A further aspect of our life and growth is our walk in the Spirit. 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and 
make music in your heart to the Lord. Ephesians 5:18,19. 

Why does our text compare the life in the Spirit with being drunk with wine? and why were 
the believers accused of this on the Day of Pentecost? This is because there is a true fanaticism 
inspired by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is always innovative and does the unexpected with great 
enthusiasm and sometimes terrifying power. 

The life in the Spirit is dangerous, because we have to let go of our self-control and allow 
ourselves to be controlled by the Holy Spirit. This opens us to the possibility of deception and 
misplaced fanaticism. The antidote for these aberrations is discernment and submission to the 
discipline of the Spirit and the discipline of the body of Christ. We need to be willing to listen to 
one another, exhort one another, and correct one another. We need to be able to say to one 
another, "You are not really hearing from God; we had better pray about this some more 
together." There is safety in our being together in the Spirit. 

"Be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs." I 
believe the psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are new songs we sing under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. I know that the psalms and spiritual songs in the Old Testament are profoundly 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. They contain the most fantastic revelation. David and the others who 
wrote them could not possibly have understood what they were writing about. We can understand 
somewhat better because some of the things have happened since David's time; but there are 
still many parts that we do not understand. 

The songs and hymns contained in worship in the Book of Revelation are obviously given 
by the Spirit to the various groups of worshipers around the throne. In addition to praising and 
adoring the Lord, they also contain much revelation about things that are about to happen. 
Furthermore, they release the spiritual power that causes those things to happen. 

These songs can be a part of our individual worship of the Lord, but even more of our 
corporate worship for the edification of the bride of Christ, because our text says, "Speak to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs." 
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These psalms and hymns and spiritual songs are an antidote for all the trouble and evil we 
have discussed above. They cement our relationship with the Lord. They bring us into line with 
his purposes, purify our lives, bring us revelation about things to come, and release the spiritual 
power to make things happen. 

 

Submission 
Since there is to be but one bride of Christ, we have to be united. This is why our text 

recommends that we "submit [ourselves] to one another out of reverence for Christ" (Ephesians 
5:22). Submission to one another is our safety as we walk in the Spirit. It enables us to share our 
thoughts and aspirations, submit our decisions to one another, correct one another when we get 
out of line, check one another when we are not really hearing from the Lord clearly. We can be 
corrected and learn to be obedient to the Lord in one another. 

The Christian life works on the principle of submission. Christ said, "If you want to be big in 
the kingdom, you have to be a servant." He submitted totally to his Father's will. Learning the way 
of submission to God's will is the ultimate preparation of the bride of Christ. Submission to the will 
of God and submission to one another are interrelated. We learn one by learning the other. 

This analogy is spelled out in Ephesians 5:22ff: 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the 
wife as Christ is the head of the church. 

The relationship between husband and wife, when it is functioning properly is an icon or 
symbol of the relationship between Christ and his church. The deepest meaning of marriage is to 
represent that relationship. The husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church. The church, as the bride of Christ, is being trained to submit to Christ willingly and fully 
out of love for him. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word. Ephesians 5:24, 25 

Christ loved the church and gave himself so that the church can live and be purified. Some 
husbands, when they read these verses, like the part about wives submitting to their husbands, 
but are less enthusiastic about the concept of laying down their lives for their wives.  Christ's 
sacrificial way of life is radical. It defines Christ's love.  Real love is self-giving, sacrificial. 

We, as Christ's people, need to allow him to work this kind of love in us. We will be 
prepared as his bride only as we learn his definition of love. 

The bride of Christ is not everybody that goes to church on Sunday morning. There is no 
place for the people who want their own way. The bride of Christ is a people who allow God's 
work to be done in their hearts and submit to him and to each other. 

The goal of this process is "to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing of water 
through the word." This washing and purifying is Christ's purpose in us. It is for this that Christ 
died. We need to keep listening to that word as it is spoken into our lives day after day. 

This is where the deeper types of prayer come in. Through them, God speaks into our lives. 
Jesus, who is the Word, washes us with water. By the water of baptism, we have been buried 
with Christ, sharing in his death. We are united with him in his death and rise to a new life. 
Through the water of the Word, he will cleanse his church and present it to himself as a radiant 
church without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish. 

The Word in Scripture refers primarily to Jesus, who is the Incarnate Word. Derivatively, it 
refers to everything he says to us by the "still, small voice" as we wait before him and by 
prophetic utterance in the congregation. 
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Christ is forming us as his bride. This process takes place as we allow the Word to have his 
full effect in our lives. If, indeed, the words that are being recorded here are word of God, this 
word is purifying us and preparing us. 

 

Hastening the Day 
Sometimes we think and act as though this whole sanctification process is mostly for our 

own benefit, a private option for our own development. People choose churches "where they can 
be fed." But actually this process is intimately related to God's plan for the fulfillment of his 
ultimate purposes. 

The urgency of this theme is expressed in 2 Peter 3:10-14: 

The day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 
the elements will be destroyed by fire and the earth and everything in it will be laid 
bare. 

This is talking about the day of the Lord's second coming, the judgment day, a day to which 
we look forward. It will be a horrendous day of destruction. All the enemies of God and all things 
not in line with the will of God will be destroyed. In verses 8 and 9, Peter has just compared this 
day of the Lord with Noah's day. In Noah's day, the world as it then existed was wiped away by 
the flood. It was destroyed by water. A small number of people, Noah and his sons and their 
respective wives, were saved in the ark. But in the day of the Lord's coming, this present earth is 
to be destroyed by fire. Every thing that can be burned, will burn; everything that can be shaken, 
will be. But a remnant will remain. 

This does not mean that the earth will cease to exist any more than it did in Noah's day. 
God is not going to discard the whole project and start over again. A remnant will be purified and 
renewed by that fire and a "new earth" will emerge in somewhat the same sense as it did after the 
flood. 

"Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?" If we 
are living in expectation of the establishment of God's kingdom and the destruction of his 
enemies, then what kind of people should we be? This is the ultimate question that we have to 
ask ourselves. An analogous question might have been, "What kind of people were able to 
survive the flood?" The answer is: righteous people, people who were living for God. At that time, 
there were only Noah and his family. When the fire starts to burn, there will also be a small 
remnant. The question for us is, "What sort of people should we be?" And the answer is found in 
our text: "You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed 
its coming" (2 Peter 3:11, 12). 

What a shocking statement this is! We can influence the timing of the coming of the Lord; 
we can "speed his coming." Jesus said that the angels in heaven did not know the time of his 
coming, and even he himself did not know. It was a big secret, and it is still a secret. We do not 
know how much time we have. But in these verses, we are told that we can hasten the time. How 
can we speed up the process? By accepting his sanctification of the church, and fulfilling the 
ministry he has entrusted to us. If we build the fires of glory that the Lord intends in the city where 
we live, we will bring that day closer. We will have made our little contribution to the process 
whenever we proclaim the Good News in our particular corner of that world. 

"We look forward to the day of God and speed its coming." That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his 
promise, we are looking forward to a "new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness." 
We look forward to the coming of Christ to establish his kingdom. The kingdoms of this world are 
somehow going to become the kingdom of God and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and 
ever on the earth. 

We must conclude that the earth will burn up in the sense that it is going to be tried by fire, 
and all that is not of God will be burned and destroyed. The remnant which is of God will remain. 
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That remnant consists of those who live in eager expectation of that day and act accordingly. It is 
they who can hasten its coming. 

 

The Marriage 
We can catch a glimpse of the goal of all this preparation in Revelation 19: 

Hallelujah! 
   For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come 
   and his bride has made herself ready.  
Fine linen, bright and clean, 
was given her to wear. 
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 

The wedding day has come; the Lord reigns. When the Lord comes to take up his kingdom, 
that means it is also the time of the wedding of the Lamb, the wedding of the united, sanctified 
church with the Lamb of God. By this time the bride has been prepared. Ephesians describes the 
process; here we have its fulfillment. The bride's sanctification is completed. She is ready to enter 
into the most intimate marital relationship with the heavenly bridegroom. 

Sometimes we are alarmed that we don't suddenly become perfect. We know we should, 
but we don't. In the meantime, we know that God is working us over, and that this process has a 
goal and a conclusion. We know that if we submit to his workings, we can speed the coming of 
that glorious day. 

This must be the reason Jesus put the petition in the Lord's Prayer: "Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven." He wanted us to keep saying that petition over and over 
until it gets into every fiber of our being, so that every fiber of our being cries out, "Yes, Lord, your 
kingdom come!" As we pray for his kingdom to come, we are also praying for that process of 
sanctification to be hastened and brought to completion. 

The bride is given "fine linen, bright and clean." The parenthetical clause explains that fine 
linen stands for the righteousness of the saints. We know that judgment is given on the basis of 
deeds. But notice here that those righteous acts are given. This is humbling. We have to 
acknowledge that we cannot do any good thing on our own. We can only submit our wills to God 
and allow him to have his way in our lives. 

As I meditated on the radiance of those wedding garments, I thought of the transfiguration 
of Jesus when he entered the heavenly presence in prayer on the Mount. Like him, the bride's 
garments are bright and shining, white and pure. How we need a closer relationship with our 
heavenly Father in prayer. As we move more deeply into contemplative prayer, our striving gets 
less and less; and we discover that intimate and profound fellowship with him is also a gift. He 
reveals himself to us with a love and a beauty which need no words and which no words can 
describe. That is when that shining and radiance comes. On some occasions I have seen that 
visible glow when people are worshiping the Lord. It is a beautiful thing and should happen to us 
more often. 

Revelation 21 picks up the themes of 2 Peter: "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away" (Revelation 21:1). At this point, the 
conflagration has occurred and there is a new heaven and a new earth. As we said before, we 
need to read renewed heaven and renewed earth. When God looks at the earth he really doesn't 
look at the stones and trees as much as he looks at the people. What he really wants is a 
renewed people who will worship him, and enter into intimate relationship with him, a people 
redeemed from the Fall, a people made perfect, made ready to be his bride. 

A bride has to be of the same species; we do not marry horses or dogs; we marry humans. 
For God to marry this bride, the bride has to become as pure and as perfect as he is. She has to 
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be of the same kind and of the same nature as he is before he can marry. The new earth is going 
to be that renewed people of God. 

Our text continues: 

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." Revelation 21:2-4 

This seems to define very clearly the meaning of the new heaven and the new earth. God 
says: "I am making everything new." He is not wiping everything away and substituting something 
else, but he is changing, renewing everything. We have said that there are cities of this world 
which are going to be destroyed. Here we see that God has a city, the new Jerusalem, a holy city 
that comes down from the heavenly realm; that is, it originates with God. This city is the place 
where God reigns and where he is perfectly worshiped and adored. Then God continued: 

It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who 
is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who 
overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 
Revelation 21:6,7 

The promises are to the overcomers. The city of Jerusalem is the city of the overcomer. It is 
not composed of people who merely call themselves Christians and go to church on Sunday 
morning and open their prayer book. It is made of people who live and breathe their relationship 
with God, people who have come into submission to God and to his body. He who overcomes 
has overcome sin, apathy, the world, the Babylonian system, the Babylonian way of doing things. 
The bride is a people who have learned to act in the Spirit and have been filled with all the 
fullness of God. Here is a people who have been made like unto God himself, a glorious church 
without spot or wrinkle. 

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 
said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And he carried me away in 
the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very 
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. Revelation 21:9-11 

This is the vision that was given to John on the Island of Patmos, a vision of the Holy City, 
the new Jerusalem. The angel identified this city as the bride of the Lamb, the bride of Christ. The 
city is the bride; it is that glorious city coming down out of heaven from God. It is a most glorious 
vision. This is the goal of all our struggles, all the pruning that has to take place in our lives, of the 
lessons we must learn, the submission of our unruly wills to the will of God, the seeking after the 
presence of God in prayer and worship, the opening of our hearts and minds to the wisdom and 
purpose of God. It is a glorious vision, and one that we do well to keep before our spiritual eyes 
continually. 

 

How do we get there? 
Sometimes we look at the church, and we despair of its ever attaining to the heavenly 

objective. We know that Christ must purify us, but we also think it is something that each 
individual has to do himself. I believe that the reason we see so many impurities, so much sexual 
immorality, so many broken homes, so much conflict—and all these things even in the 
churches—is because we have each thought we had to do our own thing. The churches have not 
been much help, because they have let the world teach them instead of holding fast to the faith of 
Christ, and they have left the individual members to work out their own lives. The restoration must 
happen to us together as a body. In the past there have been individual saints who have entered 
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into the presence of God, and they have led exemplary lives. They have entered into the fullness 
of what God had for them. 

This is not God's pattern for today. God wants us to enter into his presence together. As we 
read in Ephesians 4, he wants the whole body to 

grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, 
as each part does its work.  Ephesians 4:15, 16  

God speaks to us through the prophet Isaiah:  

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till 
her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.  
Isaiah 62:1 

Zion and Jerusalem here refer to the city of God. God is acting to purify and glorify that city 
until her "righteousness shines out like the dawn." He will do this to us as a body, if we will come 
together in his Name, listen to him, and allow him to do his work in us. He will do it as we desire it 
and actively seek it together in prayer. 

Notice that God says, "For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not 
remain quiet." When God speaks, it is not just edifying to the ears. You don't just hear a rumbling 
or some spoken words. When God speaks, things happen. If God is not going to keep silent 
about the condition of the church, something is going to happen to the church. He is going to 
speak something new into existence "... till her righteousness shines out like the dawn." As God 
speaks this into being, we will fulfill the visions we have seen of the bride and the new city. It is 
God's speaking righteousness into being in us, working us over, perfecting us, putting his glory 
upon us as we are able to take it. 

The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; 
you will be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will bestow. 
You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord's hand,  

a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  Isaiah 62:2,3 

This is a wonderful promise of the kingdom and the rulership that is to be entrusted to the 
saints of God. Christ's kingdom is to be established in all its splendor on the earth, and he will 
reign for ever and ever. The dominion is to be given into the hands of the saints of God. We are 
being prepared for brideship and to reign with him in his kingdom. 

No longer will they call you Deserted, 
   or name your land Desolate. But you will be called Hephzibah, 
   and your land Beulah; for the Lord will take delight in you 
and your land will be married. 
As a young man marries a maiden, 
   so will your sons marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
so will your God rejoice over you.  Isaiah 62:4.5 

When people get married, it is a happy day. Sometimes it stays that way, and sometimes it 
has its ups and downs. Ideally it gets better and better as it goes along. In any event, the wedding 
day is a day of great rejoicing. This passage from Isaiah assures us that day will be an 
incomparably great day of rejoicing for the Lord. 

The formation of the bride is an important aspect of the fulfillment of God's kingdom 
purposes. The church is to be purified and so matured into the likeness of Christ that it will 
become a fit companion for him to sit with him on his throne. 

In this session, I have presented a great deal of Scripture. I believe that whether we 
remember all the word that God has spoken to us, the Word always accomplishes what he 
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speaks. I will be very surprised if my life and yours are not transformed by the word we have 
heard. 

The Lord is calling us to submit to him, to hear his word and let that word wash us and 
change us. He wants us to put on his garments, the garments of righteousness. He wants us to 
do his works. 

We will find a balance of seeking the Lord's presence and acting in obedience. 

We all need to seek the Lord in a deeper way and to cultivate his presence. Saying 
prayers, though necessary, will not be enough. We will seek him together and listen to him 
together. 

This relationship with the Lord, which will bring us on towards his perfection, will be 
balanced on the other side by obedience. That obedience means stepping out and doing 
whatever God tells us to do. That will mean ministry which God will open up. We will do his 
righteous acts under the anointing of God's Spirit. 

We will not be doing our own works, but the works will be given to us as the garment is 
given to the saints. The ministry is given to us as we submit ourselves to him and become 
obedient to him. 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 
The People of God 

 
In our study of the bride of Christ, it began to be clear that God's intention for the 

establishment of his kingdom was to be achieved through a people called and formed for himself. 
I want to talk about the formation of this people from an historical perspective, in terms of 
redemption, and through an understanding of the nature of the church. 

 

The Historical Perspective 
We all know Old Testament history, at least in the broad outline. We know that God created 

everything and that he looked at it and everything was nifty. The man and the woman were 
pointed toward kingdom living. They were a nuclear family gathered around the Lord, walking and 
talking with him in the garden. Everything was under their control as they were under God's. 

Then the scene changes. The villain appears. The serpent tempts the man and the woman. 
He says, "Hey, you don't have to kowtow to God all the time. You can be like him and figure 
things out for yourselves. You can find your potential; do your own thing." Obviously doing your 
own thing is not a twentieth-century innovation; it is the initial, and also the ultimate, temptation 
that is always presented to God's people. As we all know, Adam fell for it; and people have been 
falling for it ever since. It has become a principle that controls all of mankind. 

We are all involved in it together.   Sin is a corporate matter as is salvation. 

As a result of the fall, mankind, no longer under submission to God, lost its control over the 
natural order. Satan took over, and all became chaos. Far from being masters, humans can now 
be defeated by little microbes they can't even see. They can't even control their own emotions. 

God began almost immediately to call and form a people. There were seeds of the call in 
his words to Adam after the fall. The call became ever clearer and more specific as time went on. 
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God always calls people, first of all, into relationship with himself. He promises, "I will be your 
God, and you will be my people." 

God spoke like that to Abraham in Babylon. Then he went on, "I am going to lead you out of 
Babylon. You will have a new life. I will give you a new land and make your descendants a great 
people." Babylon, in Scripture, symbolizes fallen nature. It represents the way people do things 
by their own wisdom, their own knowledge, their own ideas of how to run a country or how to 
control the universe. It is the working out in human history and institutions of the teaching of 
Satan, "You will make your own decisions and do your own thing." Babylon symbolizes all the 
political systems, all the religious systems of the world that men invent with a good deal of 
inspiration from Satan, and all the economic systems that control the world. 

Abraham was born in Babylon; it was all he knew. God said he would take Abraham out of 
Babylon. The covenant relationship always starts from God's side; and it portends a radical 
change. God gives a promise and some conditions. He asks for an obedient response. 

Abraham was convinced enough to be willing to leave home, friends, and relatives and 
strike out into the unknown, relying only on God's direction and provision. In Hebrews, we read 
that Abraham pressed on, even though things became totally ridiculous and impossible, because 
he had a vision from God. By faith, he even had in his heart a vision of the heavenly Jerusalem 
and caught, however vaguely, a glimpse of God's ultimate purposes. 

This promise God made to Abraham is the basic covenant promise. Later on it gets more 
specific, but the essentials are the same: I will be your God; you will be my people. We will enter 
into covenant together. I will give you a land. You will be a great nation. All the peoples of the 
world will be blessed through you. God begins with a covenant relationship; then there is a 
people, a land, and a worldwide mission. 

God's call in Old Testament times was specifically to the descendants of Abraham. They 
were his chosen people. They were to enter into a covenant relationship with him. The land they 
were to possess was limited to a specific geographic area around the eastern end of the 
Mediterranean Sea. He spelled out in considerable detail in the law their part in the relationship. 
He promised them a land and a world mission. 

God's promise was repeated, somewhat more specifically, if a bit cryptically, to David. God 
promised him a house (that is, descendants) and a land, and told him that there would never fail 
to be some descendant of David on the throne, and that his rule would be for ever and ever. 
Surprisingly, there is no indication that anyone puzzled over the strange statement that a 
descendant of David would rule forever or what sort of being he would have to be to do so. 

Of course, people always misunderstood the covenant. They thought God was talking 
about political rulership and national glory. The Israelite nation was going to be top-nation. 
Everybody was going to recognize it and exalt it. God's promises and his ways are so radical that 
they pass man's comprehension. 

At new beginnings, God's people always start off in real covenant relationship. They 
acknowledge God as Lord. They listen to him and obey him. But after a while, they begin to want 
to do their own thing again. God calls people, and then he tests them to see if they will be faithful 
to their part in the covenant. God finds out that some people will really follow him, some will follow 
in a very limited manner. Some people just follow him when things get tough and they feel a need 
for his help. Others follow him only when things are going well. When things go badly, they get 
mad at him and say, "Who wants to bother with God anymore? Things are not working out right! 
He let my mother die, and he shouldn't have done that. He let me lose my job. He allows too 
much trouble in the world." God doesn't do things the way they think he should, and so they give 
up on him. Then there are a great many people who pay lip-service to him for an hour on Sunday, 
and some who just want to catch him on TV. 

The Old Testament history is an up and down story. When things got rough and the 
enemies were crowding round in overwhelming numbers, the people cried out to God. They tried 
to get their lives straightened out and obeyed God for a while. But then, when things were going 
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well again, they forgot that it was through God's help that they were still alive and prospering. 
They began to think, "We are a great nation. We are doing well. Who needs God anymore?" So 
they drifted off again, until the next time things got too rough and then the cycle repeated. 

Eventually the prophets began telling them: "Hey, judgment is coming. Unless you really 
repent and mean it for good this time, doom is sure." 

The patience of God is fantastic. He put up with centuries of ups and downs. The Israelites 
figured they could go on forever as they were, and, since they were God's favorite, he would 
always be patient. But there came a time when the mercy of God seemed to give way to God's 
justice. One day, the Babylonians had Jerusalem surrounded. The city fell, the country was taken 
over, the inhabitants were taken into exile. Judgment had fallen. 

The Israelites were being taught important lessons about God's mercy, his justice, and his 
judgment. We, too, can learn much from their experience. 

Another principle is discernible in Israelite history: the principle of the remnant. God calls, 
and then he sifts. Sometimes when his people drift away, he identifies a faithful remnant and 
chooses to work with them. The whole nation of Israel was called to be the bearers of the 
covenant, to be God's priests, to fulfill their mission. When they failed this calling, the Lord said, 
"Will those who want to be faithful to your calling, take one step forward." The tribe of Levi 
responded. They became the priests on behalf of the nation. 

After David's and Solomon's reigns, the nation split up into a northern and a southern 
kingdom. Judah, the southern kingdom, remained relatively faithful; Israel, the northern kingdom, 
became increasingly remote from God's purposes. The Assyrians moved in and destroyed the 
northern kingdom; but by then, the promises of God had passed to Judah, the remnant of the 
moment. 

A friend referred to a decreasing membership in his church as a "Gideon revival." Gideon 
started out to fight a large and formidable enemy with a mere twenty thousand warriors. The Lord 
said, "If anybody is afraid, go back!" More than half of Gideon's army left. The Lord said, "You still 
have too many." The Lord began to weed them out in various ways. They got down to three 
hundred. These three hundred went out in obedience to the Lord, with offbeat equipment, against 
a great horde. The enemy got totally demolished. God gloriously won the battle. 

In Galatians 3, Paul refers to God's promise to Abraham. Paul makes a big point of the fact 
that God said, "This promise is to you and to your seed." The word for seed is in the singular. The 
Old Testament writers didn't know, of course, that at one point in history, the remnant would get 
down to one Person. Herod tried to eliminate that one Person; but since God was preparing the 
seed of Abraham at that point, Herod didn't have a chance of success. Herod killed off a lot of 
babies in Bethlehem, but he didn't get the one he was after, because Jesus' family had fled to 
Egypt. 

At the beginning of Jesus' ministry, he was the remnant. When Jesus said, "The kingdom of 
God is amongst you," he referred to himself alone. 

Jesus called twelve disciples, and then there were thirteen. In subsequent weeks, they 
added a lot more. Then the remnant principle functioned again. Opposition arose. Following him 
became dangerous and difficult. He said some things they didn't like. He didn't fit their notions of 
how a kingdom should be set up. The multitudes fled, and the little remnant remained. One of the 
disciples defected. On a Friday afternoon, as the sun became dark, there were just John and two 
women who remained faithful. Since then, there have been many called and always a few who let 
themselves be chosen. 

God's total plan for the fulfillment of his purposes is through his chosen people. In Old 
Testament times, he called a very small nation, the nation of Israel. He promised them a land, 
very limited in size, bounded by the Mediterranean Sea on the west and the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers on the east. He gave them a mission, to represent him to the nations round about. That 
call and promise still stands for the natural Israelite nation, but it is for that specific nation and for 
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a limited ministry. Their participation in God's ultimate purpose, for them as for everyone, would 
have to start with conversion and acceptance of the Messiah. 

As we have seen, the remnant became reduced to Jesus, who then gave his followers a 
new covenant. Jesus' spiritual descendants become the new Israel. The new covenant is made 
with a supernational people, redeemed by grace, empowered with the Spirit of God. The land is 
the whole earth; the kingdom is worldwide. All the nations of the world are to become the 
kingdom of our God and of his Christ. The saints of the Most High God are to rule with Jesus over 
the whole world. The mission is the proclamation of the good news of the kingdom and the 
extension of that kingdom to the whole world. Jesus said, "This Gospel of the kingdom, must be 
preached throughout all the world as a witness for me, and then the end will come." This can 
appropriately be the consuming desire of our hearts. This is a very momentous calling. When he 
comes, will he find us to have been faithful? 

On Thursday morning of this week, I asked the Lord, "Lord, would you like to show me 
today how you feel about the people you have called?" That pretty well took care of Thursday. I 
began remembering the history of God's people: Adam and Eve, Abraham and his descendants, 
the people of Israel. Then I began to think about the Christian church, with its ups and downs, its 
call and its level of performance. I got more specific; I thought about the Episcopal Church, the 
diocese, our parish. 

The Lord said, "If I really revealed to you how I feel about all this, you would be dead. You 
couldn't handle the anguish." He offered to give me a little glimpse. Some of what he showed me 
was not very different, except in magnitude, from what I have often felt as I have pastored the 
Lord's flocks in various places. 

The Lord aches for a people who will be totally dedicated to his purposes, a people who 
have a vision for the formation of the bride of Christ, for the possessing of the land (i.e., the whole 
world), and for entering into the fullness of the kingdom of God on the earth. 

I am reminded of a story that may be familiar to you: The event takes place shortly after the 
ascension of the Lord. He is leaning over one of the parapets in heaven and looking down at the 
earth. An angel comes along and asks, "Well, what are you planning now? How do you ever hope 
to get the kingdom established down there?" 

Jesus points to the ragtag, struggling little group of disciples he left down on earth.   "They 
are my plan," he says. "But what if they fail?"  the angel asks. "I have no other plan," Jesus 
replies. Today, he looks at us and says the same thing. 

 

Redemption 
Now I want to start from a different point of view altogether and talk about redemption. 

Redemption, in the Scriptures, always means the redemption of Israel. In Old Testament times 
this meant the nation. The new Israel is the church, the body of Christ. 

The church is the mystery that was not understood at all in Old Testament times, but has 
only been made known through the formation of the body of Christ by the post-Pentecost work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

God does not redeem individuals. He is the Redeemer of Israel, the people of God. When 
we are baptized, we lose our individuality. We become members of a body. That body is a saving 
community. God is going to work through his people, his church. 

The evangelism done by churches today has been less effective than it should, not only 
because we have been shy about telling people about Jesus' salvation, but even more because 
we have not been able to bring people into a warm loving fellowship where the redeeming love of 
Jesus is made manifest. Even if we can occasionally bring people to the point of saying, "Yes, I 
want to accept Jesus as my Savior, and follow him as Lord," we have not seen very many who 
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stick with that decision. I believe that this has been in part because we have not known how to 
bring them in, disciple them, and make them at home in the body of Christ. 

God's redemption takes place in the context of a redemptive fellowship. We are a chosen 
people. We do not choose ourselves, nor do we choose the church we want to go to (or stay 
away from, as the case may be). God chooses us. Jesus said to his disciples, "You have not 
chosen me; I have chosen you that you might go and bear much fruit." If the choice were ours, 
we could later unchoose. But the call of God is irrevocable (Romans 1:29). 

Scripture also says that many are called but few are chosen. We think of many as meaning 
a great number but not all. The word many in Greek is an inclusive word. It means a great 
number which is the total number there are. So, when it says that many are called, it means that 
all are called. 

All are called, but not many are chosen. Why? Not all people are willing to accept the Lord's 
choice. They can only be numbered among the chosen, if they become a part of the body. 

Jesus called a lot of people as he walked along. He said, "Hey, come follow me." One guy 
said, "I have to wait until my father dies, then I'll follow you." Another said, "I just got a yoke of 
oxen and I have to go try them out." Jesus said, "Goodbye!" The Lord wants a people who will 
drop everything and do what he says. When Jesus says, "Jump!" we say, "How high?" And then 
we do it whether it's possible or not, like Peter stepping out of the boat. It is the obedient who are 
chosen. 

The Lord chooses small, unimpressive people. In a moment of extreme candor, he told the 
Israelites, "You are a small and unimportant people. You aren't very bright; and nobody pays 
much attention to you." Then God added, "But you are my chosen." That makes all the difference. 

Jesus said similar words concerning his disciples: "I thank you, Father, that you have 
hidden these things from the wise and big shots and that you have revealed them to a bunch of 
babies." Paul said that there are not many wise people that have been chosen. 

Some people think that as individuals they can do great things for the Lord. They can be 
spiritual giants, renowned ministers of the Gospel. The Lord prefers humble people who will 
submit their wills fully to him and to one another in the fellowship of the body. 

God's redemption is the antidote for the fall. The fall is about people wanting to do their own 
thing, being bigshots in their own eyes. Redemption is about submission. 

Through mankind's disobedience, communion with God was lost, sin became the norm, 
Satan became the ruler of this world. People do their own thing until they get so addicted to 
drugs, lusts of the flesh, money, and the praise of men, that they can hardly function, don't really 
know what life is all about, and can't get along with each other. 

Jesus forgives the sin, breaks the addictions, restores fellowship with God and with one 
another. He imputes his life and his righteousness to his people. He is able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to the Father through him. He has redeemed the church by his death 
on the cross. 

God's purpose is, however, bigger than the church. Redemption is not only for the church, 
but for the whole world. The church is intended to be his instrument for the redemption of the 
world. Before Jesus comes to establish his rule in its ultimate fulfillment, the Gospel must be 
preached to every people, tongue, and nation. Some people think that the job is nearly done, but 
there are still over 12,000 cultures and language groups to which the Gospel has not been 
preached at all. A third of the world's population has never had any opportunity to hear. Churches 
generally give this proclamation a rather low priority, but the establishment of the kingdom 
worldwide depends upon it. 

The redemption function of the church is really a fulfillment of Jesus' command to love God 
and neighbors. God's kind of love is more a course of action than an emotion. God manifested his 
redeeming love in Jesus who came to seek and to save the lost. He healed the sick, cast out 
demons, raised the dead, proclaimed the kingdom, and taught his disciples by example and in the 
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context of a very intimate and loving fellowship. God's love is always practical. It ministers to 
people's needs and gathers them around him. 

What favor, after all, can we do for God to show our love for him? He doesn't need 
anything. All we can really do to show our love for him is to receive his love and his redemption. 
We can let him be our God, give us his healing and deliverance, his life, teach us his ways and 
the ways of His kingdom, let him form us into the people he wants us to be. 

Then, if we are going to love our neighbor as Christ has loved us, our natural human love 
just won't work. We will need to minister his forgiveness, his healing and deliverance, his intimacy 
of fellowship. We will proclaim his ways and his kingdom in the power of the Holy Spirit. In short, 
we will be for them the embodiment of the love of Jesus. This is supernatural ministry. 

 

Life in the Body of Christ 
We are incorporated into the life of the body of Christ through Baptism. We have been 

separated from God and his body because we have been busy doing our own thing. We have 
been living off the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, making our own 
determinations or doing what comes naturally (to the fallen nature, that is). 

In Baptism, we renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil. We come out of Babylon in 
response to God's call. We are ready to learn of the purposes of God and the implications of the 
new life in Christ. We become identified with Christ in his death and in his resurrection. God 
performs a miracle in our lives. The old nature is put off; we put on the new. Before us stretches 
the life-long process of growth into spiritual maturity in the fellowship of believers. 

Baptism begins this incorporation into the body of Christ; Holy Communion is a continual 
inclusion in that body. Jesus said, "Unless you eat my body and drink my blood, you have no life 
in you." A hand, a foot, or an eye only lives as long as it is attached to the body. Inclusion into the 
body of Christ is essential to life. All the members need always to be present at the celebration of 
the Eucharist. 

We could say similar things about all the Sacraments. Our Confirmation is an affirmation 
before the body of Christ, that we are assuming adult responsibility in and through the body. The 
ministry we carry on is not an individual thing. We do it as a member of the body of Christ. 

The healing ministry is not an individual matter, but a ministry of the church. James says to 
call the presbyters to anoint the sick person with oil and he will be healed. If he has sinned he will 
be forgiven. The presbyters are invested with the authority of the church for that function, among 
others. In Extreme Unction, the priest exercises the authority of the church to prepare a soul for 
passage to the next life. 

There are lines of authority in the ministry of the church. Ministry cannot be carried on 
independently by individuals acting on their own. 

Reconciliation, or Confession and Absolution, is a function of the body. None of us has 
authority in his own right to forgive sins, but only through the authority committed to the church. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation restores the penitent to the fullness of the life of the body. When 
one person sins, the whole body is injured by it. When repentance occurs, the whole body is 
restored. For this reason, the church provides for us to receive God's forgiveness in the context of 
the body, through the ministry of the Priest, the representative of the church. Whenever, in our 
daily lives, we forgive someone who has sinned against us, we are also setting him free and 
causing a significant restoration and healing in the whole body of Christ. 

Matrimony is not just a matter of two people who have fallen in love, who feel good 
together, and want to get married and live happily ever after. This bit of secular humanist theology 
leads to a fantastic number of divorces. Somehow people have to get the idea that marriage is a 
call of God, and the Sacrament of Matrimony takes place in the context of the life of the church. If 
we know that God joins couples together, then no man, not even the couple themselves, can 
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separate them. The rest of the members of the church have a real responsibility to support the 
couple in their new life together through prayer and example. It does nobody any good to have 
the church take the attitude: Whatever you want to do will be fine; whatever life-style you want will 
be agreeable to the church. This is not the real church talking. The real church believes in the 
power of the Sacrament and the hand of God in the lives of its members. 

The Ordination of bishops, priests, and deacons and the setting aside of other functions in 
the church, such as prophets or exorcists or altar guilds, has to be done in the context of the 
body. These are not individual matters. Choosing your own vocation is a contradiction in terms. 
Church members may not say, "I want to do so and so" or "Why can't I have a ministry like so and 
so?" or "Why can't everybody do so and so?" Each of us has to know to what function in the body 
God has called him. We should be content to fit into those functions and not covet someone 
else's position. 

We even pray as a body function. Corporate prayer is the norm. When Jesus' disciples 
asked him, "Teach us to pray," he did not give some vague, mystical answer about how each one 
should think up the right words to say or tell them how to get really spiritual. He said, "When you 
pray, say, 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name.'" Our Father, not my Father. Even 
when we pray this prayer privately, we do so as a member of the church. This prayer makes the 
whole body present to Jesus, and brings it into line with his purposes—"your kingdom come, your 
will be done." 

The Lord's Prayer is corporate prayer, the liturgical prayer par excellence given by God. All 
other prayer is derived from this. Our private prayer, personal and varied as it may be, is not done 
independently on our own, but as members of the worshipping body. 

When I have private devotions and intercessions at 3 or 4 or 5 A.M., I am doing it as a 
member of the body. All of you are present, whether you are asleep or awake. I may not think of 
you specifically, but you are present with me, because I am praying as a member of the body of 
Christ. I may enter into the heavenlies; I may enter a horrendous struggle against the powers of 
darkness; but, when I do, you enter into it too. When I receive a blessing from the Lord, you 
receive it too. 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12, "If one member of the body suffers, every member suffers." 
If you are suffering when I start to pray in the morning, or any time during the day, I will suffer too. 
If one of us is blessed, then the rest of us are blessed. If one of us is rejoicing, then everybody is. 
If two or three of us go over to the church, before the Blessed Sacrament, and enter into glorious 
contemplation, every member of the body is going to come closer to God. 

When some of us walk around the streets of our neighborhood and gain the Lord's victory 
in prayer, and see the powers of darkness driven back, it has a profound effect on the community. 
One week there were a lot of violent deaths in our neighborhood. Some of us gathered in the 
church for prayer one night. After midnight, we went out in procession, vested, with incense and 
holy water, and walked around the neighborhood, singing and doing battle with the principalities 
and powers. When people poked their noses out of the bars and asked what we were doing, I 
explained, "There have been too many violent deaths here lately. We are putting a stop to it." 
There weren't any more after that. 

 

Divine Order in the Church 
When the apostle Paul talks about the unity of the body of Christ, he generally links it to the 

diversity of gifts and ministries in the body. In 1 Corinthians 12, he says, 

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of 
them in all men. 

In Ephesians 4, he associates the working together of diverse ministries with the maturing 
and perfecting of the people of God. 
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It is he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining the full measure of perfection found in Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful 
scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the 
Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

Some people think that there should no longer be apostles and prophets in the church. 
These were just for the first century. The writer of Ephesians, however, stated the time limit as 
being when all reach the perfection of Christ. He also stated that the church is "built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets" (Ephesians 2:20). Since now is the period of history in 
which Scripture predicts an abundance of false apostles and false prophets, it would seem that 
true ones are more necessary than ever. Apostles are people who can be sent out to extend the 
kingdom of God. Prophets are those who can speak an authentic word of God to the people of 
God. 

Every member of the people of God is intended to have a supernatural God-given and Holy 
Spirit-empowered ministry such as the ministries listed in Ephesians 4:11 or in 1 Corinthians 
12:28. No doubt, if each member asks the Lord to lead him into the right ministry, the Lord will 
make his calling clear. This call can then be affirmed through the church. The members of the 
body can then encourage each other in the ministries to which they have been called. 

The Lord has called us to be one, united in our obedience to him. We are the new Israel, 
the people of God, in and through whom the purposes of God are to be fulfilled. Everything we do 
has to issue out of our corporate life together. Based on that, we will reach out as a redemptive 
fellowship to those in need, drawing them into that fellowship where they can be nurtured, grow, 
mature into a new people—the kingdom of God. 

 

 

Chapter 4 
Spiritual Warfare 

 
God's kingdom means the establishment of his rulership on earth. Since the earth has been 

in the hands of the enemy since the Fall, the kingdom of God can only be established through 
conquest. As we have said in preceding chapters, the establishing of Christ's kingdom 
necessitates the destruction of the principalities and powers of evil. 

 

The Nature of the Warfare 
We know that this warfare is not a natural warfare. We are not fighting against nasty people 

or bad political and social structures. We know from Scripture that we are fighting spiritual 
enemies using spiritual weapons; but our problem is that we don't really understand what this 
means or how to do it. How can we attack enemies we can't even see? Trouble-makers are 
always evident and near. It is, therefore, almost inevitable that we go back to identifying people 
and groups as the enemies. Sometimes we find ourselves in that role. I remember a Pogo 
cartoon from years ago which stated, "We has found the enemy—and they is us!" 

I asked the Lord how to explain what the warfare is like. Immediately I began to see a 
vision of some very tall trees like palm trees, with their tops high against the sky. The tops were in 
violent motion and were obviously being blown back and forth. Normally, when trees are blown by 
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the wind, we can tell the direction of the wind. We see the tops of the trees pushed to one side, 
straighten, and then pushed again to the same side. The tops of these trees were being lashed 
by the wind in all directions, totally at random. 

Jesus likened the Holy Spirit to a wind blowing. "You don't know where the wind comes 
from. You can't see it, but you see the results of it." When the Holy Spirit blows, there is order 
which is recognizable as God's order. Other spirits will also be known by their results—by the 
disorder, violence and chaos they produce. 

When we see violence and chaos produced in peoples' lives, we say, "These are the things 
we have to fight against." We blame social conditions, or families, or circumstances, or the people 
themselves. We attack little problems here and there; but we are really only attacking the 
symptoms and don't touch the real root cause. The root cause is the wind that we can't see, but 
that is blowing things in chaotic directions. We can only discern by the Holy Spirit what kind of 
wind it is and where it comes from. 

After that, I saw a great dish shaped like those used for radar or telecommunication. It was 
enormous, maybe fifty to one hundred feet in diameter. It was making a humming or buzzing 
sound. There was a great sense of power. Sparks leapt off with snapping and popping sounds as 
an electrical arc jumped from one place to another. This activity was concentrated around the 
center of the dish. Almost visible waves were coming forth, making a woomb-woomb-woomb 
sound and reaching out in ever increasing circles. The great power of these waves was felt, 
rather than seen. 

Then I saw a rolling terrain with small hills and low brush and here and there small villages. 
I could see various people doing very ordinary things. Some were standing in the field, some near 
a street, or some near a house. As the waves spread forth and passed through these people, I 
could see an immediate change. The people acted startled as though something was shocking 
them. They came under the control of the waves. Their motions, which had been free and natural, 
became stiff and jerky. They moved like robots. Enthusiasm drained from their faces. I noticed 
one man in particular who had been hoeing enthusiastically and with freedom and vigor, but now 
became stiff and listless. He seemed compelled to keep on hoeing but he didn't care anymore. 
He no longer had freedom. 

This was another vision of how the warfare works and how it takes possession of men's 
minds and bodies making them into automatons, less than human. They can no longer do what 
they want to do or enjoy what they are doing. 

This agrees with our day-to-day observation of the people in the city. I say "in the city" 
because that is where I talk to people. The vision, of course, showed it happening in villages and 
fields. The principalities and powers which control the world today bring this sort of automatic, 
stiff, externally controlled life in which people are not doing what they want to do and do many 
violent things that they really don't want to do. So many of the people we talk to are aware that 
they don't want the kind of life they are living, but they can't help themselves. Some work too hard 
compulsively; some are too incapacitated to work at all. Life is controlling them; they are not 
controlling it. Most are not even aware that their life is under the control of these principalities and 
powers. 

Even in the church, we find the same kind of control. Many Christians are falling into gross 
sin and being controlled by evil desires. The joy has gone out of life; they become listless. They 
are automatic even in their worship of God. Worship becomes stiff and unexciting. Even our 
worship in the Spirit can become mechanical, and routine. The freedom and excitement have 
gone. Churches become battle grounds. But most church people don't even understand what the 
real battle is. 

Many times we are not aware that our lives are in bondage, but the whole of life—our 
worship life, our sex life, our interpersonal relationships, our work life can become mechanical, 
controlled by forces beyond our control. 
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The Lord's Army 
After this, I saw another vision which was more obviously of the warfare itself.   It took place 

in the valley near the hill of Megiddo, the future mount of assembly of the demonic forces 
(Revelation 16:16). I had been there previously, so I had the picture in my mind and recognized 
the place. There is a wide valley which opens into a large open plain. I saw a great cloud of dust 
appearing in the distance to the north. This cloud of dust increased in size and became 
recognizable as a great horde of people. They were in uniform and all had weapons of war in 
their hands. They swept down from the hills in perfect array, well equipped and coming at great 
speed. 

In the south, where I was standing, was a little group of people. These people were 
dressed quite informally. The typical attire was plaid shirts and slacks. These people were 
standing around in little groups chatting with each other and not doing anything seemingly 
important. They were enjoying each other's company and obviously having a good time. There 
was a sense of peace and quiet about them, a sense of belonging and being where they should 
be. 

A few of them noticed the hordes sweeping down from the north and began to point it out to 
their friends. In very short order, everybody in the group knew this great horde was coming. It 
would not be long before the enemy would be upon them. 

They all turned and faced the oncoming enemy. They did not draw up in lines like an army. 
They seemed almost intentionally informal. There was a sense that they were in order, even 
though they were not lined up. Though they had no weapons, they looked confident. No one 
turned to run. 

Then I saw that small group of people raise their hands in the air and worship in the Spirit. 
A heavenly song swelled. They seemed unconcerned about the horde of enemy which was now 
getting very close. They all sang together a beautiful spontaneous song which had words, music, 
and harmony. 

Jesus emerged out of the midst of the worshipers and moved to the front. All the people 
focused their attention on Jesus, not paying attention to the advancing enemy. As they praised 
and worshiped him, a light began to glow and center around him. The light spread out over the 
group and over the enemy. It became an incandescent, brilliant, white light like we have never 
seen before. The enemy ranks crumbled, the soldiers stumbled and fell. 

I had no accurate concept of time, but it seemed to take about one or two hours, although 
the vision probably only took a few seconds. 

The group of Christians, not having any weapons, did not engage the enemy in actual 
combat. But, as they kept looking at Jesus, worshiping and praising him, the entire army of the 
enemy piled up and crushed one another. It remained for our friends to gather up the spoils. 

I have recounted these three visions with little comment or interpretation. I think the 
significance of them is reasonably clear and obvious. I would just point out two or three things 
that occurred to me and seem to be important. 

The group of Christians in the valley obviously is to be regarded as the Lord's army, 
although they in no way resemble our normal concept of an army. They totally lack military 
discipline or chain of command. Jesus is their only leader. They are a motley crew, not in uniform, 
not lined up or equipped in any way. 

It is hard to say who is doing the fighting. All this "army" really does is worship the Lord. As 
they do so, Jesus appears in the midst of them, comes to the forefront, and assumes the position 
of leadership. The enemy is routed. In a sense, we can say that they do not do any warfare; but 
yet we know that if they were not there, or if they panicked and fled, or if they did not worship the 
Lord, the victory would not have been won. 
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Even Jesus does not attack the enemy. His mere presence and the presence of this "army" 
is enough to throw the enemy into total confusion. 

Repeatedly, in the Revelation to John, the prayers of the saints join with the heavenly 
worship around the throne of God. This sets off the warfare and the judgments of God on the 
earth. 

In Revelation 19, we find the following account of the final battle of this age: 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like 
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns .... The armies of heaven were 
following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out 
of his mouth conies a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations .... Then I 
saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to 
make war against the rider on the horse and his army. But the beast was captured, 
and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his 
behalf .... The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider 
on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. Revelation 19:11, 
14, 15, 19-21. 

Here again, nothing is said about the way in which God's army does battle, or whether they 
do anything at all. In fact, the passage does not really say that the two armies engage in an actual 
battle. The enemies' leaders are captured and the rest are killed by "the sword that comes out of 
the mouth of the rider on the white horse." The sword coming out of his mouth must be 
understood to mean the word of God. 

The armies of God accompany Jesus and worship him. He defeats his enemies by his 
presence and by the powerful words that come out of his mouth. 

We know that the Lord is calling us to be his army and to be involved in world-conquest, but 
we are beginning to understand how radically different this warfare is from ordinary concepts of 
warfare. 

For this warfare, it is most important that we be gathered around Jesus and that our hearts 
be centered on worshiping him. As we learn to obey him and to enter the battle of these last days 
with him, we will find that we are to do battle primarily in intercession and in proclamation of the 
Gospel. This will be carried on through daily obedience to him in seemingly small matters. 

Our day-to-day struggles hardly look like a great warfare. We wrestle with the troublesome 
and seemingly irrelevant problems which come to us. This person is under drugs or alcohol, 
another under demonic oppression; another just got an eviction notice; another is causing 
unnecessary strife, another had a hard day at the office, another stayed home waiting on UPS. 
But the presenting problem and its remedy, if there is one, are not the real objective. These are 
symptoms of our real conflict with the powers of this age in this fallen world. We wrestle with each 
of these prayerfully and sympathetically, keeping in mind who the real enemy is. The ultimate 
goal is the glory of God and the purposes of God. 

 

Overcomers 
Another aspect of this warfare is presented in Revelation 12. Here Satan is defined as "the 

ancient serpent who leads all the world astray" (12:9) and "the accuser of our brothers who 
accuses them day and night" (12:10). The male child—representing the army of God—has just 
been caught up to the throne of God, presumably in worship. Thereupon, Satan and his armies 
are cast down and are on their way to total defeat. God's army:  

overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony; 
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they did not love their lives so much 
as to shrink from death. Revelation 12:11 

The dynamic here is powerful: Satan leads the world (i.e., those who are not committed on 
God's side) astray. This is done by deception—exchanging worldly values for spiritual ones. 
These values are taught in the ads, on most television programs, and in the newspapers, by the 
elimination of Christian teaching and the promotion of materialistic values, lusts of the flesh, and 
even occult concepts. 

Satan also leads us astray by temptations, appealing to lusts, pride, and selfishness. He 
cloaks these temptations in words like: rights, equality, deserving, fulfillment, self-realization, and 
freedom. He reinforces these temptations by peer pressure, addiction, demonic force, and local 
principalities. One of his greatest deceptions is keeping this process a secret. Most people are 
not aware of it. 

When he has brought all these evil forces into human lives and caused people to fall, then 
the accusations begin. Satan tells us that we can't possibly get rid of our bad habits, that we are 
hopelessly addicted, we will never measure up; we were made like this, and might as well accept 
things as they are. Or, he may tell us that sin is an old-fashioned concept. He will teach us to 
excuse ourselves by saying that we have an alternative lifestyle, that all kinds of sex are good 
because they feel good, that it is right for us to develop our "full potential." But still, somewhere 
deep in our soul, he leaves a nagging, half-perceived awareness that all these things are not 
right, and that God is mad at us and probably not ever going to forgive us. He then encourages 
us to turn against this distorted image of God and refuse to acknowledge him. 

The prescription in Revelation 12:11 is precisely the antidote for this Satan-injected 
sickness. 

We overcome Satan's accusations on the basis of the "blood of the Lamb." Christ died on 
the Cross to remove all sin and all the guilt of sin. When we accept his sacrifice for ourselves, he 
forgives all our sins, cleanses us from all unrighteousness, and actually forgets that we ever 
sinned. Our slate is washed clean. 

If we have sinned, we confess our sins, and we are washed clean by the blood of the 
Lamb. Of course, this will not stop Satan from accusing us. He neither forgives nor forgets; but 
we don't have to listen to his accusations because we know God has forgiven and forgotten. 

As a matter of fact, even if we haven't confessed our sin, Satan has no right to accuse us. 
We don't have to listen to his accusations. The Holy Spirit will try to convict us of our sins to bring 
us to repentance. That is very different from Satan's accusations. It is better to listen to the Holy 
Spirit's conviction than to Satan's accusations. 

Sometimes, Satan will try to accuse us of things we didn't do. We certainly don't need to 
listen to these accusations. 

This brings us to the second step: the word of our testimony. To whom do we give this 
testimony? to Satan, of course. To what do we testify? the victory in Jesus' blood. We fight 
Satan's deceptions by affirming God's truth. 

If we have not sinned, we tell Satan, "Go packing. I don't want to listen to your lies." 

If we have sinned and have not been to God for forgiveness, we can still tell Satan, "Go 
away. I don't need to hear this from you. I'm going to let the Holy Spirit deal with this his way." 

If we have sinned and have confessed our sin, we can tell Satan, "God has forgiven me all 
my sin and cleansed me from all unrighteousness. The blood of Jesus has washed my record 
clean. God does not remember my sin, and I don't remember it either. Go chase yourself some 
place." 

We deal with Satan head-on and with the sword of the Spirit, the word of God, just as 
Jesus did when he was tempted in the wilderness. We will have to keep doing this, both as 
individuals and corporately. Every time we do it, Satan's ultimate defeat is that much nearer. 
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The third step in this process is not loving our lives so much as to shrink from death. 

The words life and death in Scripture are used in the literal sense, referring to our natural 
physical existence in this world and the termination of it. They are also used to refer to our real 
spiritual life in relationship with God. In this latter sense, those who are protecting their own way 
of life apart from God are regarded as spiritually dead. Those who have laid down their own 
independence, their "rights," and their own plans for their lives and have accepted God's ways, 
submitting their wills fully to his, are regarded as spiritually alive. 

Satan is defeated when we are willing to put to death the ways of the world: the "cravings of 
sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does" (1 John 2:10). 

Revelation 12:11 may also mean that we are so committed to the Lord that we no longer 
care ultimately whether we have to get martyred for our faith or have to live for the Lord, giving up 
many things and even people to whom we are humanly very attached. The latter may be the 
harder kind of death; but it is the door to real life and freedom. 

Revelation 12:11 is the recipe for personal victory for us in our individual and corporate 
battles against the wiles of Satan. 

 

World Conquest 
The world conquest, to which we are called, will be accomplished largely through 

intercession and proclamation of the Gospel. 

A study of Revelation 5 will help us to understand the outworking of all this. 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writings on 
both sides and sealed with seven seals. Revelation 5:1 

This person sitting on the throne is God, the Father. When John saw this vision, he 
immediately felt an urgency to get the scroll open. This may be partly because of his curiosity 
about the contents of the scroll, but the importance of opening it goes far beyond this. When the 
scroll is opened, the events described in it will happen. When God writes or speaks, the things 
that he says happen. There is no gap between the reading and the happening. 

And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll?" But no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth 
could open the scroll or even look inside. I wept and wept because no one was 
found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Revelation 5:2-4 

This indicates a heavy intercession. John sensed the importance of getting the scroll 
opened so that the purposes of God could unfold. The unfolding of God's purposes begins with 
spiritual warfare in the form of travailing prayer on the part of intercessors. 

Then one of the elders said unto me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its 
seven seals." Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the 
center of the throne." Revelation 5:5,6a 

The promise had been made to David that his descendant would rule the world. This was a 
promise of an eternal kingdom. I am sure that David did not understand these promises. We 
know, of course, that this promise was to be fulfilled in Jesus, of the tribe of Judah, a descendant 
of David, the establishment of whose eternal rulership is indeed God's main objective in Creation. 

Significantly, Jesus had just been introduced as the "Lion of the tribe of Judah"; but when 
John saw him, he appeared as a Lamb. He is a Lion in the sense that he is the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, the great and mighty one who will come in judgment and sweep across the earth. 
He is the one that stood before that army I was describing a few minutes ago. That blinding light 
went forth from him to consume and destroy the enemy. The light did not cause confusion among 
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the army of God, the Christians. It enabled them to move forward and to take the spoil from the 
enemy. The light of Christ destroys the enemies, but strengthens and forms his followers. 

Jesus is the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world. Jesus humbled himself 
and sacrificed himself, going the way of total submission to the will of his heavenly Father. His 
power, his authority, and his victory are the direct result of his gentleness and submission. 

He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out 
into all the earth. He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him Who sat 
on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and were holding 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. Revelation 5:6b-8 

The horns represent the authority and power of God. The eyes represent the Holy Spirit 
working in various ways. The eyes of God go forth to see what is going on in the world. 
Throughout the Scriptures, we can observe that, when God looks at something, he is going to do 
something about it. 

The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders are in continual worship around the 
throne in the presence of the living God. I do not know if these represent people or angels; I 
suspect the latter. They have our prayers with them. Our prayers in the Spirit are as incense 
going up in worship before the throne of God. Our prayers play an important part in the unfolding 
of God's purpose. 

Their new song is sung to Jesus, who has been able to open the seals, and therefore to 
allow God's purposes to unfold. He is able to open the seals because he is the Lamb that was 
slain from before the creation of the world. His sacrifice is the basis for his victory. Pop religion 
teaches that Jesus was slain merely to bring forgiveness of sin, so that we can get into heaven 
when we die. This, in addition to being a very humanistic emphasis, is a very minor part of what 
salvation is all about. Salvation is ultimately about the establishment of the kingdom and the 
manifestation of the glory of God. 

They sang a new song: 
"You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, 

because you were slain, 
and with your blood you purchased men for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
You have made them to be a kingdom of priests to serve 

our God, and they will reign on the earth." Revelation 5:9, 10 

The Gospel of the kingdom must go forth to every nation and people across the whole 
earth. This can happen only as a result of Christ's sacrifice. He has been slain; therefore, he has 
the authority to open the scroll. The opening of the scroll will release the power of Christ's 
sacrifice and the operation of the Holy Spirit to enable the Gospel to go forth to the ends of the 
earth. 

Verse 10 makes clear our place in this process: "You have made [us] a kingdom of priests 
to serve our God, and [we] will reign on the earth." We have been made a kingdom of priests to 
serve our God. Our ministry begins in the holy place in the presence of God. We come into his 
presence to worship him, to be ordained by him for our ministry, to do our travailing intercession 
to open the seals, and to be sent forth as missionaries in this world, to proclaim the Gospel in his 
authority and with the anointing of his Spirit. We start in our own particular neighborhood, the 
place where God has called us, but we have a worldwide concern. We have God's ultimate 
purpose in mind. The fire that begins here must spread into all the world. 

God is calling us for dominion and rulership in this world—to rule with him in his kingdom. 
He is calling a people who have accepted his dominion and rulership in their lives. He wants to 
rule in our lives so that we can have dominion and rulership in all creation. He gives us the 
authority to break down the powers of darkness in our city and win our city for God. He wants us 
to have that vision. 

 34



We confront the powers of darkness one by one in ourselves and in others. We never know 
how many there are; but some day we will come to the end of them; they will all be defeated. I 
have done exorcisms where someone had a number of demons. We have kicked them out one 
by one. While we are in the process, there seems to be no improvement, and we wonder if we 
are getting anywhere. In actual fact, every time we do it, we are getting that much closer. Every 
time we defeat the powers of darkness in a particular area, we are working toward that goal, 
because there is one less of them. Someday, we may suddenly find ourselves with no more 
enemies left and we will see Jesus coming in the clouds. 

Sometimes, we feel that we will always be fighting just one little battle after another—trying 
to overcome this hassle, get that person healed, get someone else's fuel bill paid. But God has a 
bigger purpose for us in which these little problems are but minor events. God wants us to work 
for the establishment of his rulership in our city and to be ready to move beyond. 

God's method for achieving this is to call priests. Priests are people who come into the 
presence of God. In the vision I recounted above, all the people really did was come into the 
presence of God. They raised their hands; they worshiped the Lord. As they did so, the light of 
God went forth in mighty power. God wants us to be priests to enter his presence, receive his 
authority, be equipped with spiritual weapons to take authority over the powers of darkness. 

The presence of God will bring order out of chaos. The presence of God will overcome the 
powers of darkness issuing from the dish we described earlier. The powers of darkness will be 
brought into submission before the power of God, as the army of priests moves forward. 

That little group of people, seemingly disorganized, seemingly out of order, will go into the 
midst of the battle with Jesus, as he comes out from among them and goes before them. 

In a loud voice they sang: 
"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and praise!" 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 

"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!" 

The four living creatures said, "Amen," 
and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Revelation 5:11-14 

This is the vision of the glory of God which I want you to get fixed firmly in your mind, 
because this is the direction the warfare is going. The glory of God is manifested through it and is 
its ultimate goal. 

God is involved in an awesome intervention of his power that is going to spread across the 
earth. It is beginning! 

The Lord has given us visions of a little fire starting here in our neighborhood, spreading 
and extending throughout the city. He has shown us other little fires starting in other parts of the 
city. As these fires burn more hotly and become larger, they blend into one. God's people come 
into unity. This unity is not produced by trying to bring others into our particular pattern. As the oil 
of the Spirit burns more brightly, and all these groups get on fire from the Spirit of God, there is 
going to be a coming together in the Spirit. An awesome intervention of God's power will sweep 
over the earth. God wants us to be a part of the process and to have a vision of what he is doing 
in the world. 

I asked the Lord to show me a little bit of what this means and what is going to happen 
when this manifestation of God's power comes on the earth. I began to see the earth from a great 
distance, as though from a space ship. The earth was spinning very fast. As I watched, I began to 
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move in closer as though seeing through a zoom lens. I was looking at a close-up view of a 
particular city. 

The continuation of the vision was very similar to the one recounted in chapter 1. It was a 
great city with a forest of enormous buildings much larger than any we have here in Baltimore. 
These buildings began to crumble and fall. I saw bodies of people dropping out of windows and 
falling into the streets. Cars were running into each other. Stones and bricks were falling in great 
sheets. Bodies were crushed under them. There was total chaos. 

I couldn't help weeping over the whole thing. It was the most horrendous thing I could ever 
imagine. I can't describe to you the agony of seeing human bodies being ripped open and 
crushed before my eyes. The city and all in it were being totally destroyed. 

As I continued to observe all this destruction, I began to see here and there individual 
people standing amidst the rubble. These people looked to be about five times the size of an 
ordinary person and very different from ordinary people. They were very white and had a glow or 
radiance about them. They stood in the midst of the rubble and seemed unconcerned by all of it. 

Then the rubble began to move away. Around each of the shining ones, little clumps of 
people gathered. The faces of the people began to change until every one of them looked like 
Jesus. As others began to gather around these groups, they too began to take on something of 
the nature of Jesus. The Lord said, "I have called you to this warfare in this city, to be my people 
in this place. You will stand upright because you stand in me. 

"There will be a massive destruction of those who have not received my Word. I have 
called you to stand firm and, as you do, to be transformed into the likeness of Jesus. People will 
gather around you to learn of me. My kingdom will be established as groups of people gather 
around me, around my truth and my reality." 

Lord God, I pray that you will form us into the people you want us to be. May we be as 
those standing in the midst of all the chaos and confusion and destruction of the present world, 
amidst all the broken lives and suffering of humanity. When we see all the glorious structures that 
mankind has built and the works of human hands begin to topple and fall, may we be that people 
that can stand firm and not be shaken, that your kingdom, O Lord, may be established. May we 
be a people gathered around Jesus, looking enough like him that people can gather around us 
and learn truth. May you shine out through us so that our lives may be a manifestation of the life 
of Jesus. 

Those people we saw standing in the midst of the rubble were not individual people but a 
corporate person, a manifestation of the body of Christ. Each of our church fellowships could be 
one of them. 

 

 

Chapter 5 
The Image, Likeness, and Glory of God 

 
I want to do two word studies. The first is the word image, for which the Hebrew word is 

“tselem” and the Greek is “eikon” which is transliterated icon, “eikon” has a considerably deeper 
meaning than we usually intend by image. Our second word study will be the Hebrew word 
“kabod” and its Greek equivalent “doxa” which are usually translated glory. 

 

The Image and the Likeness 
Colossians 1:15 states that Jesus is the image “eikon” of the Invisible God. In concrete, 

visible form, he reveals the Invisible. Jesus said that no one has ever seen the Father at any time, 
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but the only Son has revealed him. The Father is a mystery. We cannot know him directly, but 
only through Jesus, who is the express image of his person. 

An image is not just a representation, but a participation in the reality of the person or thing 
represented. Jesus says, "I and the Father are One. If you have seen me, you have seen the 
Father." Jesus was far more than a representation or picture. He illuminates the essential nature 
of God and participates fully in that nature. 

The gods of the heathen have images, usually in the form of statues; and those statues 
themselves are called gods. Baal is a carved image. If anyone can touch that image, he is 
touching the god. 

People testify to miracles through touching or coming near to idols. Magic charms and 
fetishes actually have power to protect or to curse. Something which represents a god can have 
some of the power of the god. Paul states in 1 Corinthians that a person who eats food offered to 
idols becomes united to the idol or heathen god. These practices are perversions of the true 
principle of the “eikon”. 

Christian images, icons, relics, and sacred places also participate in the reality and power 
of God. They frequently have miracles associated with them. 

For Christians, the perfect example of this principle is the presence of Christ in the 
Sacrament. Here is a concrete representation of Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity, who 
was visible to the first disciples' eyes but is not to ours. He becomes visible, tangible, and present 
to us in a very powerful way in the Sacrament. 

So, an image illuminates the essence of something invisible. It reveals mysteries. An image 
may make concrete and observable something which is abstract or spiritual. There is a certain 
equivalence or equality of the image and the original. Jesus, the express image of the Person of 
the Father, is equal to the Father. He represents him fully in everything that he is. He created all 
things. He acts as God. He bears all the reality of the divine nature of God (see Colossians 1:15). 

Now let us take the next step, and see how all this applies to mankind. In the creation story, 
the first statement about mankind is that they are created in the image and likeness of God. 
Jesus is eternally and perfectly the image of the Father, but we, too, are created in the image of 
God. Therefore, what we have said above about Christ as image, must also in some sense apply 
to us. If we can understand what is meant by being created in the image of God, we can 
understand who we are, and we can understand God's purpose in creating us. 

If God created us in his image, we are expected to participate in his nature, his power, his 
character, and his glory. We are called to rule over all creatures. 

God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
over all the creatures that move along the ground." So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God 
blessed them and said unto them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground." Then God said, "I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. 
They will be yours for food." Genesis 1:26-29 

Everything is for man. It is all in his hands. Man is created in the image of God to rule for 
God and to make God present on the earth. This is the purpose for which you and I were created. 
If we could always remember this, it would radically change our outlook on life. 

Psalm 8 states that man is made "a little lower than the angels and crowned with glory and 
honor." We were created to receive God's power and glory and his divine nature and to rule over 
all that was created. 
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A sound theology of the creation of humanity can help us to understand ourselves as God 
wants us to understand ourselves. This is a good antidote for a "low-self-image"; and will in fact 
eliminate it. After all, we aren't supposed to be images of ourselves, but of God. 

When we say that we are created in the image of God, this does not mean mat God looks 
like us, with arms like ours and a head of hair like ours. It does, however, mean that somehow we 
present all the reality of God in a concrete visible form to illuminate the mystery of the divine 
nature. We are here to make God present in creation. We make God present on the streets of our 
town or neighborhood. We are here to rule and have dominion over the works of his hands, to 
take authority over the forces of evil in the city and to establish God's kingdom here. Does this 
help you to see how important we are for God's purposes? 

You will notice that the Genesis passage quoted above speaks about the image and the 
likeness. In theology, it has seemed to be convenient to distinguish between image and likeness. 
We will define the image, as we have just done, as the essential nature of God, the whole reality 
of who he is, as revealed to us in creation. This image of God is a given; it cannot be removed or 
lost; but it can be obscured or camouflaged. 

We will define the likeness as the way we display or fail to display the image in practical 
day-by-day living. How do people see us? Does the image of God really shine through us or not? 
We will have to admit that the likeness gets kind of dim sometimes. We do not always act exactly 
like God. Our lives and actions conceal rather than manifest the image of God. Why is this so? 
Because of sin! 

 
 

Let's be specific: What hinders us from expressing God in our lives? Pride, bitterness, self-
centeredness, greed, unforgiveness, lust, hatred, envy, jealousy, laziness, anger, fear, and many 
more. These are attitudes and they define sin; they have practical applications like stealing, 
drunkenness, gossip, complaining, or carnal sin. The sinful acts are the outgrowth of sinful 
attitudes; they are the symptoms of the real basic problem which is the sinful nature. We do 
mean, hateful things because we are angry or afraid. Sinful dispositions mar the likeness of God 
in us; sinful acts camouflage and hide the image. 

Paul describes our predicament in Romans 7: "The things I would like to do, I don't do. 
Then I find myself doing things I don't want to do." Does that not describe our experience? 

Now, what can we do about all this? What is the antidote for sin? Paul also accurately 
defines this when he shouts, "Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!" We get the 
victory over sin and the separation it brings by going the way of repentance and obedience to 
God—by applying the Cross of Christ to our lives. 
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A great misunderstanding in the American Church is to think we can deal with these 
problems. We think, if we can analyze our problems and those of other people, then we can solve 
them all. We have all tried this repeatedly. Many have said, "I want to deal with my own problems 
first, and then I will serve the Lord and help in the church." Or, "I can't do anything in the church 
because of certain people. We'll have to deal with their problems first." We hire arbitrators or 
conflict management experts to settle our disputes for us; or we try to figure them out on our own. 

We have proven conclusively that none of this works. The more we dwell on our problems, 
the worse they get. The only thing that does work is the application of the Cross through 
repentance and forgiveness. Sin can be dealt with only by accepting God's forgiveness for 
ourselves and then learning to forgive ourselves and other people. We need to get in touch with 
Jesus. When we look to Jesus, he deals with our problems by the application of the Cross. 

The Pharisees asked the right question, "Who does this guy think he is? How can he 
forgive sins? No one can forgive sins except God!" Of course, their attitude was wrong but their 
analysis of the situation was accurate. Who can forgive sins except God? Forgiveness is a 
supernatural act. Jesus breathed on his disciples, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
anyone's sins, they are forgiven." Forgiveness can be done only by Jesus and by people on 
whom he has breathed by his Spirit, people who participate in his nature. 

 
 

I took a young member of our parish to one of my fellow priests to get inner healing. I 
learned from talking to the young man afterwards that they had started with forgiveness and 
continued the session for a whole hour just encouraging him to forgive various people. He 
forgave all the people who had told him he was too dumb to learn, pushed him aside, and told 
him to shut up. As he forgave, he was set free. He could pass courses in school. He started 
learning to read. 

As we allow the forgiveness of Jesus to work in our lives, accepting God's forgiveness, 
forgiving others, and even forgiving ourselves, wholeness comes. The light of God shines into our 
lives, removing the smoke screen of sin that divided the image of God in us from its 
manifestation. The outward manifestation becomes one with the image of God in the depths of 
our being. We are truly integrated people, fulfilling our true purpose. 

This is a continual process. It happens through our participation in the church, the body of 
Christ. It happens through our worship, through Baptism and Eucharist and the other Sacraments 
of the church. We become a new person in Christ. 
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In 1 Corinthians 15:45-49, Paul relates this process to the resurrection of Christ. It is the 
Cross and the resurrection that bring us this life, this new relationship to God whereby the image 
of God can shine through. 

It is written: "The first man Adam became a living being, the last Adam, a life-giving 
spirit." 1 Corinthians 15:45 

Adam was the first of the race of people who fell and became separated from God, bringing 
a great gulf between the image and the likeness. But Jesus (the "last Adam") is the end of that 
compulsion. He is the first of the new humanity, through whom his followers can get it together 
again. 

The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that, the spiritual. The first 
man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. As was the earthly 
man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also 
are those who are of heaven. 1 Corinthians 15:46,47 

We know from Genesis 3 that the serpent was condemned to crawl on its belly and eat 
dust. Dust is food for the serpent. If we still have the dust of the old nature in us, Satan has a 
perfect right to consume us. But, if we are in the true likeness of God, Satan has no foothold in 
us. Christ, the "man from heaven," came to make us "those who are of heaven." The followers of 
the first Adam, living in the fallen sin state, do not show the image of God. Jesus takes us out of 
the earth realm and transfers us into the kingdom of heaven. This enables the image of God to 
come forth in our lives. 

And just as we have borne the likeness of earthly man, so shall we bear the 
likeness of the man from heaven. 1 Corinthians 15:49 

The fullness of the divine nature is to be manifested in us, his church. The image and the 
likeness come forth in all of its fullness in us. We become reintegrated. The likeness and the 
image become one in us so that we can truly present Christ to the world. 

The divine nature is present in Christ. When we are in Christ, that divine nature is worked in 
us. We are in Christ as we allow Christ to deal with everything that is imperfect in our lives and as 
we allow his light to shine into every aspect of our lives. 

The key to the restoration of the image in us is two-fold: 

1. The application of the Cross of Christ—repentance, accepting Christ's forgiveness, 
forgiving ourselves and others. 

2. The application of Christ's resurrection—allowing his light to shine into our lives, letting 
him work his divine nature in us. 

God intends us to receive the image of the new man, the last Adam, which is Christ, and to 
manifest this image on the streets of our city. This is achieved through fellowship with Christ in his 
death and resurrection. His death puts to death the sin nature in us; his resurrection works all his 
power and glory into our lives. 

 

The Glory 
This brings us to our second word study, the glory of God. The Hebrew word is “kabod” and 

the Greek word is “doxa”. Both mean greatness, transcendence, impressiveness, magnificence. 
We can't see the glory of God directly, or we would die. But the glory of God is manifested in the 
things he does, the thunder, the lightning, the grandeur and beauty of nature, and the lives of 
those who love him. 

One time, I was staying with an elderly couple in Jamaica. While we were at table, there 
was a sizable earthquake that made the dishes slide around on the table. I was ready to crawl 
under the table, but our hostess said, "Praise the Lord! He is showing his strength. What a 
fantastic God we have!" 
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Psalm 29 is one of my favorites. I once had it memorized in Hebrew, because it is so 
powerful in the original language. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is over the water; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord thunders over the mighty waters.  

The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is majestic.  

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.  

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
Sirion like a young wild ox.  

The voice of the Lord strikes 
with flashes of lightning.  

The voice of the Lord shakes the desert; 
the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh.  

The voice of the Lord twists the oaks 
and strips the forests bare.  

And in his temple all cry, "Glory!" 

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord is enthroned as King forever.  

The Lord gives strength to his people; 
the Lord blesses his people with peace.  

We see the manifestation of the glory of God first of all in nature; but this glorious 
manifestation of God points to something deeper than the mere physical demonstration.   Psalm 
19 indicates that the grandeur of creation points to the reality of the glory of the divine nature. 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  

Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they display knowledge.  

There is no speech or language 
where their voice is not heard.  

Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world. 

In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 
which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion,  
like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 

It rises at one end of the heavens  
and makes its circuit to the other;  
nothing is hidden from its heat. 

If we are impressed by the great works of God in the natural phenomena which are God's 
creation, we must realize that his glory so far transcends all that we see, that we cannot even 
imagine it. 

In Scripture, God sometimes appears in a cloud. Why does he appear in a cloud? God is a 
mystery. He exceeds our comprehension, and his glory is so overwhelming that we just can't 
handle it, nor can it be expressed in concrete or specific images. 

God appeared several times to Moses in a cloud. The cloud was dark and frightening when 
seen from the outside. The people down below were frightened silly; but when Moses entered the 
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cloud, the presence of God was there. The one concrete observable image of God is Jesus. Yet, 
even in Jesus' lifetime on earth, God the Father appeared in the cloud. 

God sometimes appears as a brilliant light or radiance. When Moses returned down the 
mountain, after his forty days in the presence of God in the cloud, his faced glowed so that the 
people could hardly look at him; and that was just the reflection of God's glory that lingered. 

One time, Moses told God he wanted to see all God's glory. God said, "I don't think you are 
ready for that, but I will give you a little glimpse. There is a crack in the rock here. I'll put you in 
the crack and sort of hold my hand over you. Then, when I have passed by, I will take my hand 
away and you can catch a glimpse of the back side of me" Even that was almost more than 
Moses could take. 

Moses built the tabernacle in the wilderness according to the pattern God had given him on 
the mountain. Everything was made to specification and placed as God had instructed. When 
they got ready to start their worship and had killed the animals for sacrifices, the glory of God 
came down in the tabernacle. The radiance was so brilliant and the presence of God so fantastic 
that people did not dare to come near the place. 

The presence of God will come in a very real way if we do our worship the way the Lord 
wants us to, according to the pattern he has given us. I have known times when Christians were 
worshiping God in the Spirit and a beautiful, holy light enveloped them. 

I remember an outdoor meeting in a village in Celebes. The presence of God was there in 
an unusual way. Without any preaching or explanation, the power of God came down; people 
were converted and filled with the Spirit, surrendered magic charms, settled conflicts, and prayed 
for one another. People for ten miles around saw fire coming down from heaven in the place 
where we were worshiping. 

Ezekiel recounts several visions of the glory of God. In Chapter 1, he describes a vision of 
the throne of God, supported by the cherubim and surrounded with angelic hosts, and the glory of 
God all around. In Chapter 10, Ezekiel tells of seeing the glory of God departing from the temple 
because of the sins of the people. Later in the book, Ezekiel tells a vision of a new temple to be 
built in the last days. This is probably a vision for our days. The temple is no doubt the body of 
Christ. Ezekiel saw the glory of God coming into this temple (chapter 43). This is a prophecy of 
God's intention for us. When we allow ourselves to be formed into the body he wants us to be 
and our worship comes truly into his order, then we can expect to see his glory manifested in it. 

God is forming a people in whom his glory can be manifested. God is forming us into the 
temple where his glory can be revealed. He is cutting and chipping away at us, the living stones 
out of which the temple is being built, and he is putting those stones together according to his 
plan. 

The message of Ezekiel is that the glory of God did reside in the temple, and it will reside in 
the temple. There are times when that doesn't seem to be the case. The glory of God doesn't 
always seem to be residing in the church. But we have his promise that this is going to happen in 
a fuller way than we have seen it before. 

Let us move on from the Old Testament teaching on the glory of God to the further 
development of this concept in the New Testament. 

In the transfiguration of Jesus, his disciples were privileged to see Jesus' glory manifested 
on the mountain: 

There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as the light .... A bright cloud enveloped them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased. Listen to him!" Mark 9:2, 3, 7. 

At that moment, the disciples caught a glimpse of Jesus as he really is, somewhat like the 
glimpse Moses got from the cleft in the rock. The rest of the time Jesus' glory was largely 
concealed. 
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The death and resurrection of Jesus are the primary manifestation of his glory. The Gospel 
of John states, regarding the events of Holy Week, that the time had come for him to be glorified. 
The glory of God was about to be manifested in Jesus' death and resurrection. Jesus' death on 
the Cross is as much a manifestation of his glory as his resurrection. After all, it is the Cross 
which reveals to us most clearly his redeeming love and his victory over sin and death. 

It is right for us to praise God for his glory. When we do that, we are affirming our belief in 
his divine nature. We are acknowledging and affirming the reality of the divine nature in Jesus 
Christ. When we talk about glorifying Jesus, we mean that we are acting on our faith in the glory 
of God which we do not yet see in its fullness. That glory was fully manifested in Jesus. It will be 
fully manifested in the church. 

We are called to share in the glory of God. The church is to be perfected and made into the 
perfect bride of Christ. The Christian hope is that we will know the fullness of the glory of God and 
that this glory will be expressed in all creation. Romans 8:18-21 spells out this hope: 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God 
to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. 

All of creation was messed up and subjected to decay and frustration as a result of the Fall. 
The machine doesn't work properly because the manufacturer's instructions have not been 
followed. Mankind was intended to rule all of creation and keep everything running smoothly; but 
the right to rule was based upon obedience. Because of disobedience, the rulership was lost, 
chaos took over, and everything is in bondage to decay. 

The more we walk in the new life with Christ, the more we experience the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God. We have begun to experience a bit of the glory of God. The task we face is that 
of bringing all of creation into that. The whole of creation is going to participate in the restoration 
of God's intended order in creation. 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. Romans 8:22 

All of creation is described here as having a deep longing for release and restoration. We 
who have begun to walk in the Spirit have a foretaste which also serves as a guarantee of our 
hope. We participate in Christ's agony for a world gone astray; we also participate in his glory 
through our life in the Spirit. 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. Romans 8:28-30 

In Christ, we were predestined (before the creation of the world) to be in the likeness of his 
Son. We are to be the image of God in all its glory. That likeness is to be manifested in the world 
so that Christ can be the first of many brothers. This is our calling in our city and in the world. In 
the heart of God, it is a present reality. We are growing into it. We have to walk it through. The 
reality of the manifestation of his glory will come forth in us in proportion as we join with him in his 
sufferings. 

The Cross of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus deal with the sin question and the new 
life we have in him. The likeness, however, which is the glory of God, the divine nature, comes 
forth by the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit in our lives is the promise. He is the one who 
gives us a foretaste of the powers of the age to come. The Holy Spirit gives us the manifestation 
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of the power of God in our lives. Then miraculous things happen and the manifestation of God's 
power changes us and transforms us and brings amazing results in our ministry. 

One of the most mind-boggling passages in all Scripture is in 2 Corinthians 3. Here Paul 
compares the glory of God as Moses experienced it with the glory that is manifested in the people 
of God. 

Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, 
came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses 
because of its glory, fading though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even 
more glorious? If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more 
glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no 
glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. And if what was fading away 
came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 2 Corinthians 
3:7-11 

The ministry of the Old Covenant was in large measure a negative one. The 
commandments Moses received on the mountain typically begin with "Thou shalt not. ..." They 
told people what they mustn't do. Much of the Old Testament conveys the impression that if we 
violate God's rules, he will be mad at us. And yet the giving of the Law was accompanied by the 
glory of God. Psalm 119 goes on for 178 verses telling how much the psalmist delights in the Law 
of God. Paul contrasts this with the new life of walking in the Spirit, and concludes that the New 
Covenant is incomparably more glorious. 

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, 
who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the 
radiance was fading away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same 
veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed because only 
in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their 
hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who 
with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 2 
Corinthians 3:12-18 

The old covenant did not allow people to look upon the glory of God. They could not even 
look directly at the fading reflection of God's glory on Moses' face when he came down from the 
mountain. They even understand the Scriptures as though seen through a veil. But those who 
have come to know Christ and walk with him can see clearly as he does. Jesus said that no one 
has ever seen God the Father directly, but Jesus has revealed him. Through knowing Jesus as 
he is, we know the Father as he is. We dare to contemplate his glory. Through him, we see 
ourselves and others and the whole of creation with new clarity. 

We are being transformed into his likeness as we look upon the Lord's glory. The old 
translation (KJV) had a mirror in this passage, which has now been lost. I always liked that mirror 
because it was so obviously a supernatural one. Even ordinary mirrors are a bit miraculous. 
When you look at a mirror, you see your picture in it. When I look at it, I see mine. The image in 
the mirror adjusts to the person looking at it. But the mirror God gives us by the Holy Spirit is even 
more amazing. When we look into his mirror, we see, not our own faces, but the face of Jesus. 
The image that adjusts is our own. We become transformed as we look at Jesus in the mirror, 
and we become like him. The image of God in us comes forth as we look on the glory of Jesus. 

The deeper types of prayer, meditation and contemplation, are very important for the 
development of the image of God in our lives. Prayer is not just asking for things, or giving God 
his assignment for today. A deeper type of prayer is looking at the beauty of Jesus and allowing 
the Holy Spirit to open up that beatific vision. 

God is bringing forth his image in us, the likeness of Christ, which is his glory made 
manifest in a people. We are called to make his glory manifest in the city and wherever we may 
go. 
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We were created in the image of God. This is not something we have to strive for, or 
something that we hope will happen some day. The image is within us. It may be covered over 
with a layer of sin, a layer of things that separate us from God and from each other. We may have 
piled hangups, difficulties, bad attitudes and a whole bunch of other junk on top of the image to 
camouflage it. But God is working by the Cross of Jesus, by the power of his resurrection and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit to bring forth a perfect manifestation of his image in our lives. It is 
essential for us to realize that the image is there, and to realize who we are in Christ and who we 
are as the people of God. 

 
 

Ultimately it is in the church, as the body of Christ, that the fullness of the glory of God is to 
be made manifest. God is preparing us as a glorious church, conformed to his pattern, filled with 
his Spirit, radiant with his presence. 

Throughout the history of the church, there have been individual saints who have 
contemplated the glory of God and have reflected his beauty. But I believe this is the time for us 
corporately to look upon him with unveiled face, to reflect his glory, to be transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

This means that we need more and more to live in the Spirit and to do our worship and our 
ministry under the anointing of the Spirit. I want to encourage you to step out boldly in ministry in 
the Spirit. Allow the Holy Spirit to have his perfect work in you. Allow the Cross of Christ, the 
resurrection of Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit to work fully in the life of your church. This is 
why God has placed us together in his body—that we may manifest the likeness of Christ and the 
fullness of the glory of God. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that on the eve of your death, you prayed that your glory might 
be made manifest in your disciples. We believe that prayer, which was sealed with your blood, 
cannot fail to be fulfilled. We look to you, Lord, for the fullness of the manifestation of your glory in 
your church. 
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Chapter 6 
A Redemptive Fellowship 

 
Much of what we have said up to this point may seem quite general and remote. An effort 

must be made to spell out the applications more specifically. Applications of great principles 
always run the risk of over-simplifying and limiting the application of the principles. Therefore, the 
following must be regarded as suggestions or starting-points. As we continue to seek the Lord's 
direction day by day, he will continue to lead us into his ways. 

The body of Christ is a redemptive fellowship. Ministry happens in and through that body, 
and God's purposes are fulfilled through it. Ultimately, nothing redemptive happens outside the 
body. Conversion may take place outside, but as soon as a person is in Christ, he has to be 
nurtured in the body of Christ. (A finger chopped off from the body doesn't function.) 

 

Definition 
A study of the New Testament word “koinonia” will help our understanding of Christian 

fellowship. In secular Greek, this word referred to the union of people with the gods. In eating a 
sacred meal to honor the gods, they became united with the gods. 

Union with God on this basis is not found in the Old Testament. True fellowship with God 
actually begins with Jesus. Jesus called a little group of followers and started living with them on 
a full-time basis. They began to experience an intimacy of relationship such as no one had ever 
known before. 

   Jesus described the closeness of this relationship with the expression: "I in them and they 
in me." Paul talks a lot about being "in Christ". Being in one another points to a much closer 
relationship than being with one another. Our fellowship is first of all with the Lord, and secondly 
with each other in community. 

Our “koinonia” with Christ actually begins with our spiritual rebirth in Baptism. This is true 
whether we appropriate the benefits of Baptism for ourselves or parents and sponsors 
appropriate them for us by faith when we are infants. God performs a miracle at our Baptism 
whether we understand it or not. Romans 6 explains this clearly. We are united to Christ in his 
suffering and death. We rise to a new life in him. Entering into this new life in Christ is both an 
initial event and a continuing process. There is birth, and then there is growth. Living out the 
significance of our Baptism is a life-long process. The growth takes place in community, in the 
fellowship of the church. 

Intimate loving fellowship with God has been made available to us through our Baptism. 
Our part is to accept it and live it on a daily basis. As we let him love us, we learn the reality of his 
love. We learn to respond to and return that love. 

When I was in Sunday School, we sang an envious song about the fellowship of the first 
disciples with Jesus. It ended, "I would like to have been with them then." But I have come to 
think that our walk with Jesus is even greater than theirs. They knew him as teacher and beloved 
friend and suspected that he was the Messiah; but we know him as the risen and glorified Lord—
the King of kings and Lord of lords, our Beloved, our Friend, our Life. 

 

A Caring Fellowship 
If we have fellowship with Christ, we have fellowship also with one another. 

Jesus demonstrated the radical meaning of fellowship in his relationship with his disciples. 
They shared their whole lives with one another. They learned to regard other people and the 
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community more highly than themselves. Similarly, we care for one another and share one 
another's burdens and comforts. 

We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body— whether Jews or Greeks, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. God has combined the 
members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so 
that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it. 1 Corinthians 12:13, 24, 25 

We are inextricably bound up with all other Christians whether we like it or not, and even 
whether we know them or not. We encourage one another, support one another, help one 
another. We share our time and talents. Most of all, we are concerned to encourage and 
strengthen one another in our Christian walk. 

 

A Sacrificial Fellowship 
The way of life in Christ is the way of the Cross. Paul's heart cry was: "That I might know 

him and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings." The power of the 
resurrection brings joy and excitement and the courage to persevere. It gives us victory over sin 
and all types of evil and brings us into supernatural ministry. The suffering brings spiritual growth, 
and a most intimate fellowship with Christ. 

Our suffering with Christ is never irrelevant. It is always vicarious suffering—suffering on 
behalf of others, in order that they may know the joy of his kingdom. 

Paul was very much aware that the rigors of his journeys and the persecution and hardship 
he endured united him to Christ's suffering and that it was all of great benefit to other people. In 
writing to the Colossians, he went so far as to say, 

Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still 
lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the 
Church. I became its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you 
the word of God in its fullness. Colossians 1:24, 25 

Paul rejoiced in what he suffered for all the people for whom he was concerned. In his 
prayers he joined himself to their suffering so he could rejoice in the results of that suffering. 
Through suffering and struggle, life comes forth. 

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for 
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the Gospel, all of you share in 
God's grace with me. Philippians 1:7 

If Paul is in chains or out preaching, every Christian shares that experience with him. All 
members of the body of Christ share the innermost desires and movements of the heart—the 
struggles and the victories. Redemptive fellowship means sacrificial love; it means willingness to 
suffer with and for others in order that they may have a closer walk with the Lord. 

 

A Healing Fellowship 
The love of Christ manifested in the community of the church brings healing to souls 

marred by the hardships, violence, and anguish of life. 

As we love one another with Christ's love, we learn the supernatural beauty of giving and 
receiving forgiveness. Real forgiveness is only possible for Christians and in the context of 
Christ's forgiveness. Forgiveness is always miraculous. It brings release and healing to the one 
who forgives and to the one forgiven. 
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As the body of Christ prays and ministers together, the power of God manifests itself in the 
church community for the healing of bodies, minds, and spirits. 

The Christian fellowship can go beyond the healing ministry into the realm of spiritual 
formation. Spiritual formation is fostered in the community through the sacramental life, through 
teaching, and through individual and corporate spiritual direction. Whereas the healing function of 
the church is remedial, spiritual direction is preventive and constructive. Just as babies are 
expected to mature and attain adulthood, so, in the spiritual life, we need not remain "babes in 
Christ," but can go on to maturity. Helping one another to achieve this spiritual maturity must be a 
high priority of the church 

 

Our Life together 
After the first disciples in Jerusalem received the promised gift of the Holy Spirit, they 

began to be led and empowered by the Spirit. Peter preached one little sermon and three 
thousand people were converted and baptized in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit immediately brought 
them into fellowship. The Holy Spirit will always bring people into fellowship, if they will let him. 

A redemptive fellowship worships and studies together. The first congregation in Jerusalem 

devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread, and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and 
had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
everyone as any had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47. 

They devoted themselves to the fellowship. The definite article indicates that this was a 
specific kind of fellowship, a fellowship marked by apostolic teaching, breaking of bread (Holy 
Communion), and prayer in the Spirit. 

From this passage in Acts, we get a picture of a common life, people living in close 
relationship with each other, sharing what they have. This is not communism in the modern 
sense. Modern communism is a secular version imposed by law and operating in the economic 
realm. The fellowship described in Acts is a spontaneous act of love that Christ has created 
among them. The dynamic is the love of Jesus. It is patterned after the common life of the 
disciples with Jesus. 

The redemptive fellowship which the Lord wants his Church to be is a fellowship created by 
the love of Jesus and the operation of the Holy Spirit in us. That fellowship will be established and 
activated by participation in the Holy Communion. 

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood 
of Christ?   And is not the bread we break a participation in the body of Christ? 1 
Corinthians 10:16 

The word here translated participation is our old friend We said that, in the Old Testament, 
fellowship meant union with a god through participation in a sacred meal. Here Paul is saying that 
the Holy Communion unites us in a like manner with the true God. In it we participate in the death 
and life of Jesus. We said that Baptism brought us into participation with Christ's death and 
resurrection. The Holy Communion brings us to ever greater depths of understanding and 
experience of this fellowship and all its implications. We participate in the reality of his life. 

We are made vehicles of the presence of Christ just as the Hebrew altar was a pledge of 
the presence of God. God came down on the altar in the tabernacle. The priests did not have to 
build the fire on the altar. They just set things the way they were supposed to be. God came down 
in the fire. The glory of God and the presence of God became a startling reality. They did not 
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have to do anything about the Holy of Holies. The mighty brilliance and glory of God were there. 
In like manner, God is present to us in the Eucharist. 

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood 
of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many are one body, for we all partake of 
the one loaf. 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17 

We are united with Christ and with one another as we partake of that loaf which was 
broken. Jesus, the Bread of life, was broken, but he remains one. Our participation in his body 
makes us one with each other and enables us to grow together into spiritual maturity. 

 

Fellowship in the Spirit 
A redemptive fellowship walks in the Spirit. The commission the Lord has given us—the 

extension of the kingdom to the ends of the earth, world conquest against the powers of 
darkness, and the perfection of the church—is a much greater task than we can even imagine. 
Our human ingenuity and capabilities are totally inadequate. We need to understand that the task 
of the church is not difficult. It is impossible. More bake sales or other fund-raisers will not do it. 
Even new strategies for outreach won't help much. We need a totally supernatural approach. 

We need to operate by the gifts of the Spirit. Really, our life in the Spirit begins at our 
Confirmation, when the hands of the successors of the Apostles are laid on us and we receive the 
anointing of the Spirit for ministry in the body of Christ. But growth in the Spirit is a life-long 
process. We will need, by affirmative action, to appropriate the gifts of the Spirit. 

Walking in the Spirit begins with praying continually in the Spirit. As we do, we are 
edified and our “koinonia” with God deepens. We have the mind of Christ (1 
Corinthians 2:10-16). 

Gifts of knowledge and wisdom must replace natural human thinking. With these spiritual 
gifts, we begin to understand our situation and our task as God sees it. We understand our city, 
and neighborhood, and even world conditions. We have divine wisdom to direct our ministry in 
the place where God has planted us. He can plan the program for our church and all the 
ministries related to it. 

Gifts of discernment are essential to perceive the warfare which we face in our city and the 
world. The authority and power of the Spirit will equip us to take our place in the advancement of 
this warfare. 

Gifts of prophecy are desperately needed in these critical days at the end of the age. 
Opinions of men are a dime a dozen or may be given gratis. But how much better if we can 
receive a clear word from the Lord. God desperately wants to speak to his people. His church 
needs to hear and obey. The prophetic word will call the church to repentance, renewal, and 
hope. 

The world needs to have a prophetic word from the church. Too often the churches echo 
the mind-set and the ways of the world. How much better if we can say to the world, “Hey, the 
King is coming! Judgment is going to fall. Babylon is going to be destroyed. All the nations of the 
world are going to be turned into the kingdom of God and of his Christ. Repent! Get ready! There 
is reality in God; there is wonderful new life in Jesus!" 

The redemptive fellowship has a mission. We have been called to be a blessing to the 
world. Jesus' commission is to "go into all the world and preach the Gospel of the kingdom to 
every creature." This is the work of the Spirit in and through the redemptive fellowship, the 
church. 
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Epilogue 
I spent part of my time one week daydreaming, imagining my way through a day with 

Jesus. Of course, every day with Jesus will be different, but he will be the same, and his 
unchanging purposes will always be discernible to those who are walking with him. I am hoping 
that the following account of my day with Jesus will help to tie together and focus some of the 
principles already discussed in this book. After all, the Christian life is basically living one day at a 
time with Jesus in fellowship with other disciples. 

We were awakened at dawn by voices calling. People were looking for Jesus. We had 
been sleeping in a clearing on a wooded hillside where we had gone to have some time alone for 
rest and refreshment. Day by day, Jesus had been healing, delivering, and feeding people and 
doing many amazing things. The crowds grew bigger and bigger. They often crowded around him 
so hard we feared for his safety. 

I must admit that I resented the twenty or more who found our place of retreat this morning. 
We had hoped for quiet, and now the clamor was starting all over before we could even get up 
and have our breakfast. 

Jesus was not in sight. We knew he had already arisen and climbed farther up the hill to 
pray, as he did each morning. We knew that soon he would return looking refreshed and radiant 
and would have a clear sense of direction for the day. 

But, since the people were already beginning to gather and we really didn't know how to 
cope, a couple of us decided to go look for him. We were drawn as to a magnet to the rocky place 
where he was standing. His face was radiant and a visible light surrounded him. We invaded his 
privacy to tell him that people had come looking for his help. He said, “Today we must go on to 
other towns and villages to the north to proclaim the Gospel of the kingdom." 

He was always talking about "the kingdom," and we had very little understanding of what 
he meant. It seemed to have something to do with the miracles he did and the way he dealt with 
people. But it was hard to see anything very kingly about our life style. We were just a 
miscellaneous group of young people wandering from place to place, sleeping out under the stars 
or, occasionally, on the floor of someone's little hut. We were all so different that we could not 
have come together except for his call to each of us.  The people with whom he associated were 
far removed from people of high estate. 

As we arrived back at our camp, we saw a pretty sizable group of people—sick people and 
people in trouble. There were a couple of cripples that had to be carried, old people leaning on 
younger companions, people obviously insane, and even one bound with chains. 

Knowing Jesus as we did, we knew that he could not turn his back on human need like this. 
But we had also heard him say he was going north to other towns; and we knew that he always 
knew very surely where he was headed and what he was going to do. 

We needn't have worried. He got it all done without even seeming rushed or harried. He 
even had time to sit quietly with us. While we had been up on the hill, some of the other disciples 
had pulled out some loaves of bread and had gone to the stream for water. Jesus sat down with 
us and gave us his undivided attention. Nothing seemed to take precedence over our “koinonia” 
with him. Meals with him were a wonderful experience. 

We had been gathered to receive teaching. But Jesus did very little talking. The teaching 
seemed to be just the life of fellowship. We were learning what loving relationship is by being with 
him. 

I often found myself staring at him. It seemed as if I was seeing the holiness of God. Our 
lives were being transformed by his presence. Just a look from him could do more than a lecture. 
That very morning, I had started out feeling irritated and harassed by the presence of the people. 
During breakfast, I began to compare our present struggles with the carefree life I had known 
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before. As I thought about my former life, my mind began to drift towards worldly pleasures, and I 
began to dwell on some lusts of the flesh. Jesus glanced suddenly my way, and I knew that he 
knew what I was thinking, and I knew I was getting out of line. I formed the word "Sorry" with my 
lips, and he smiled at me. 

A couple of the other disciples got into an argument over some small matter. Jesus gave 
them one of those looks, and peace came. 

Correction was quick and gentle. But greater than that was the joy of the fellowship. We 
rejoiced with what was happening in our lives. We were excited about the amazing events of 
each day. Most of all, we rejoiced in the depth of the holy love-relationship that was developing 
with him and with each other. 

That morning, we could not linger over breakfast, but somehow we were satisfied. It was, 
after all, not the length of time we had alone with him, but the quality of it. 

Jesus had entered into a very deep and intimate fellowship with us; but he also had a vast 
and far-reaching ministry to the people who came for help. Our fellowship with him had to keep 
expanding to include that ministry, too. 

After breakfast, he turned his attention to the people who had come looking for him. He 
headed straight for the insane man bound with the chains. As he did, the man became 
increasingly violent and nearly knocked down the men who were holding him. Others nearby 
helped to hold him. Jesus spoke very firmly, "Peace, be still; come out of him." The man was 
thrown to the ground and lay perfectly still for a time. Jesus told his companions to loose the 
chains. The man stood up, obviously delivered and at peace. 

Jesus moved through the crowd. He had a sentence or two to say to each of them. To 
some he spoke comfort and encouragement. To others, he indicated things that needed to be 
made right in their lives. To one cripple, he merely said, "Rise and walk," and the cripple was 
healed. To another he said, "What are you going to do about your friend?" The person wept and 
ended up being made whole. 

Most of the things he spoke to people, we couldn't understand. But it was clear that the 
people to whom he spoke did know what he meant. The secrets of their hearts were being 
touched on without embarrassing them openly. They knew that he knew their lives, and they 
knew what they needed to do.  As they accepted his words, they received his healing. 

His ministry was so accurate that he only needed to say a few words to each. Their souls 
and spirits were being healed along with their bodies. 

When he had ministered to each of the people, he blessed them and sent them away. He 
told us to pack up everything and prepare to head north. 

We walked down the hill to the highway, and turned left. The sun was beginning to get hot 
and the road was dusty. 

As we walked along, I found myself, for a while, beside John and James. We got to 
reflecting on the events of the morning. 

I opened the discussion: "In a way, our lives are totally out of control. We are at the mercy 
of whoever and whatever crosses our paths. Everything is so totally unpredictable." 

"Precisely," James replied, "but Jesus always seems to know what he's doing. Nothing ever 
seems to take him by surprise." 

"He does the most amazing things," I continued, "and he does it all so calmly, as though 
this is a normal sort of life." 

"Maybe it is," James replied. 

"He has such a fantastic compassion for people," said John. "Everything he does is 
structured by his love. There is a logic to everything he does, but it is deeper than our ways of 
doing things." 
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"I have noticed," said James, "that at any given moment, things seem to be happening at 
random. But, if you look back on it at the end of the day, there is a beautiful order to it, and 
everything has purpose and direction." 

"I agree with you a hundred percent," I said, "I have been thinking today that maybe his 
power and authority are a result of his gentleness and compassion. There is an obvious 
relationship between his effectiveness and the prayer time in the early morning." 

About this time, we came upon a young man seated by the roadside, begging. As we 
approached, he began to cry out to us and give us his hard-luck story. 

Jesus got his attention, looked him straight in the eye. "If you are simply looking for a hand-
out, I can't really help you; anything I give you will be gone by afternoon; but those who seek the 
kingdom of heaven have no lack. Living under God's rule changes everything. Are you ready for 
that kind of change?" 

"I don't know about that. I don't want a lot of fancy words. I just want some practical help 
right now." 

"The heavenly Father knows your needs. He supplies the sons of the kingdom out of his 
abundance." 

"I don't see any kingdom and I don't know what you're talking about." The young man 
looked down, indicating he had given up on this conversation. Jesus sadly continued on his way. 

This encounter left me confused. There again was the cryptic mention of the kingdom. 
Clearly, acceptance of the kingdom is necessary; but no explanation is given. We are getting 
more questions than answers. 

A little farther on, we came upon a one-legged man resting beside the road, a pair of crude 
crutches beside him. Jesus said to us, "Pick him up and bring him along." James got under one 
arm and I under the other. 

"Let's go," said Jesus. 

After about ten steps, his weight on our shoulders decreased dramatically. We looked down 
and saw that he was walking normally on two legs. 

"Be careful how you walk," Jesus said, "there is a way that leads to the kingdom of heaven. 
It is a narrow way, but those who seek it will walk on it without tiring." 

The man strode off boldly in the direction of a nearby village. 

I saw Judas and Matthew walking together. I regarded them as having more than an 
average grasp of difficult concepts, so I fell in step with them. 

"What do you guys make of this talk about 'kingdom?'" I asked. 

"I don't understand it at all," said Matthew. "Certainly we all long for the reestablishment of 
the kingdom of Israel as promised in the Law and prophets. But to establish a kingdom you would 
have to have strong backing and a substantial financial base." 

"I have been observing Jesus very closely," said Judas. "He manifests incredible power 
and authority. He definitely has unusual spiritual equipment, a clear vision, and some remarkable 
leadership traits. But I am afraid that he also has some very severe weaknesses. He just isn't 
practical. He doesn't seem to know how to go about establishing and organizing the necessary 
political machine." 

"Well, I have heard him say that he is talking about a radically different kind of kingdom 
from anything that has ever existed." 

"Yeah, I know," said Matthew. "He said his kingdom is 'not of this world.' What does that 
mean? Where else would there be a kingdom?" 
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"I intend to work with him," said Judas. "Maybe I can find ways of giving a logical structure 
to his rather ephemeral ideas. With his spiritual gifts and our practical wisdom, I believe we can 
achieve great things." 

"You may be right," Matthew replied, "but I want to go along with him, at least for the time 
being, and try to get more understanding of what he proposes. I think there is much more to this 
than we have grasped thus far. He may very well be, as Peter has said, the Messiah, the Son of 
God." 

"I am certainly not going to do anything rash at this point," Judas assured us. "As you say, 
his ways are so different from anything we have ever seen before, that it is going to take me 
some time to devise a plan.  I do want to work with him, and it is of the utmost importance that our 
plan succeed." 

Although I could see the logic of what Judas was saying, I felt very uneasy about his words. 

We began to hear a commotion in the distance ahead of us. There was shouting and loud 
crying. As we came close, we found that a young man had been stabbed to death and robbed by 
bandits. He had been returning from the market where he had sold produce to help support his 
mother who had been widowed just a month before. The mother was grieving uncontrollably. The 
rest of the people were shouting and trying to find out about the bandits. 

Jesus spoke firmly. He asked that they all be still. Then he spoke gently and reassuringly to 
the mother, telling her that he was going to restore her son to her. A whistle went through the 
crowd and a few eyes rolled; but he ignored them all. He touched the young man and said, 
"Stand up." 

The young man opened his eyes, stretched, and got up. I watched the places where the 
knife wounds had been. Before my eyes, the wounds were healing, the blood stains 
disappearing; only scars remained. His mother fell on his neck and they embraced. 

Jesus said to all that were there, "Seek the kingdom of God. All things are possible with 
God. Repent and believe." 

In the late afternoon, I found myself walking in step with Jesus. "Even death seems not to 
be a great barrier for you," I ventured. 

"There is a death of the body which is a part of life. Those who walk with me will not fear 
that death; they will not die eternally. There is a life of the spirit that you are learning from me, and 
that life has no end." 

Pretty soon we came to a small village. Jesus said we would spend the night there. We 
came to a house and knocked. The lady of the house invited us to come in and spend the night 
with her. Strangely, we found that she had already prepared food enough for our large group of 
hungry men. We ate our fill. 

Over supper, I asked Jesus, "Master, we hear you talking about the kingdom of heaven, 
and we know that you have tried to explain; but we still find it very mystifying, and that poor 
beggar this morning was totally baffled by your words." 

"To the multitudes and the people along the roads, I talk in parables and cryptic 
statements," said Jesus, "but I can gradually unveil the secrets of the kingdom to you who walk 
with me. Your fellowship with me this day is the life of the kingdom. 

"Earthly rulers impose their wills with economic sanctions and force of arms. But I have 
called you to be with me and learn the way of loving obedience. You will learn from me the 
meaning of sacrificial love. I will go the way of suffering and death that the kingdom of heaven 
may be established on the earth. It is the Father's will to give you the kingdom." 

There was no time to ask any further questions because a crowd was gathering. He 
ministered to them well into the night. At one point during this ministry, he looked up at us, smiled, 
and said, "This, too, is the kingdom of heaven." 
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What is the nature of the redemptive fellowship the Lord wants to make out of us? 

Surely it is to be a fellowship gathered around Jesus. We will be totally committed to him. 
His love will be so important to us that we will gladly lay aside many things just to be with him. His 
love will transform our lives and all our relationships. 

As we gather around Jesus, we will find ourselves drawn closer to one another. We will 
begin to see each other in new ways. We will be more sensitive to one another and more 
forgiving. Critical attitudes will begin to melt, and we will learn to encourage and support one 
another. We will have an increasing tendency to share problems and concerns. 

At first, we will be frightened at this greater commitment to the Lord and to each other. This 
will be partly because of the problem of time. But eventually, we will also learn to commit our 
time-management to the Lord, and we will find that in this area also the Lord can work a miracle. 
Somehow, he will order our priorities and our activities so that we can do all that is necessary 
without hurry and strain. 

Our talk will be increasingly of spiritual things. Lesser matters will begin to bore us. We will 
learn to speak less of our own words and more of the words of God. 

We will become a healing fellowship. The sick and the broken-hearted will be able to come 
among us and be restored. We will extend Christ's forgiveness to many. 

Ours will be a maturing fellowship. We will be concerned with each other's spiritual growth. 
The question will no longer be, "How are you feeling today?" but, "What is the Lord doing in your 
life?" We will be able to say to our friends, "This is what the Lord wants you to know today . . . ." 

We will surely be involved in struggle and spiritual warfare. In Acts 4:22, we read that Paul 
"encouraged" the churches with the words: "Through much tribulation, you will come into the 
kingdom of God." We mature in facing difficulties and in facing them together. 

Our fellowship is a fellowship in the Spirit. We will know one another in the Spirit and 
minister in the Spirit. The power of the Spirit will always be evident in and through our fellowship. 

As we walk in fellowship with Jesus and with one another, we will be learning more and 
more fully the real meaning of the kingdom of God. We will rejoice to find ourselves fulfilling the 
purposes of God. 


