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CHAPTER 1 

WHAT SORT OF KINGDOM? 

JESUS WALKED INTO GALILEE, IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT, 

 proclaiming loudly: 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent, and believe in this gospel.1  

Why did he use the term kingdom, a word so easily 
misunderstood, a term connoting despots sitting on thrones in 
magnificent palaces, arrayed in fine clothing, with courtiers bowing low and 
fearfully executing their masters' every command? 

This king was born in a stable, grew up in a lowly manual laborer's 
cave, supported his family, after his father's death, by making yokes for 
oxen, wooden frames for peasants' cottages, and simple furniture for 
neighbors. Leaving his mother's house at age 30, He gathered a little band 
of rag-tag followers—fisher-folk, tax collectors, zealots coming out of hiding 
in the hills—a king wandering homeless from village to village, incurring 
misunderstanding and disrespect from the authorities in the city and in the 
religious establishment. 

"The kingdom of God is among you," He proclaimed, 
apparently referring to His own presence. Was He being presumptuous? or 
deluded? Or, did He mean something different from what people 
understood from His words? 

'Mk. 1:15. 
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"My kingdom is not of this world," He tried to explain. But no one 
knew any other kind of kingdom. How could He expect anyone to 
understand things so remote from common human experience? 

In chance encounters with individuals, He said many strange things. 
The first sentence was usually ordinary: "Give Me a drink of water." But the 
next sentence shifted to a different realm: "If you knew who I am, you would 
ask a drink and I would give you living water so that you would never thirst 
again." 2 From that point on, the conversation operated on two planes with 
totally different frames of reference, only touching occasionally on facts 
known to His hearer: "Call your husband . . . .  You have had five husbands 
and now are living with someone else." The religious statement: "We 
worship on this mountain; you Jews worship in Jerusalem" was countered 
with the statement: "The hour is coming and now is when true worshipers 
will worship in Spirit and in truth." This statement was, of course, 
anachronistic, since, at that time, Jesus Himself was the only One Who knew 
anything about worship in the Spirit. Only when the woman herself 
initiated mention of the Messiah, did Jesus offer the matter-of-fact but 
incomprehensible statement: "I am He." 

To the multitudes, Jesus spoke in parables "so that they would not 
understand." To the disciples who were walking with Him, eating and 
sleeping together, observing His life-style, seeing His miracles, He spoke 
more openly. Some of the parables He explained to them. Others we still 
interpret, reinterpret, and debate. He told His disciples that they were His 
friends and that they could know "the secrets of the Kingdom." Deep insight 
into the reality of the Kingdom was not to satisfy curiosity but only for those 
who were willing to experience new life in His fellowship and walk with 
Him in a close personal relationship. 

The poor, the lame, the sick, and the needy gathered around Him in 
great numbers to experience His miraculous help.  Some came out of need; 

some out of curiosity; some saw dimly the deeper significance of what He 
was doing. A few saw a connection between His words and His deeds. Very 
few perceived the connection between His miracles and Who He was. 
Almost none actually recognized Him as King. 

What did He mean by kingdom and in what way is He a King? 

David, a "man after God's own heart," had been, in his times, God's 
choice for a king over Israel. As a shepherd boy, he had learned to trust the 
Lord's protection over himself and the sheep. On the long nights out in the 
fields, he had communed with God, strumming his shepherd's harp and 
singing songs inspired in him by the Spirit of his God. His courage and trust 
in the Lord was built in his conflict with the lion that threatened the sheep and 
with the giant, Goliath, whom he slew with a sling shot. Humility and restraint 
were learned in his conflict with King Saul and in his days spent with a little 
band of renegades hiding in a desert cave. The Lord's lessons to David were 
reinforced through facing the rebellion of his son and even through his own 
sinfulness, confession, and forgiveness. Because of his faithfulness through all 
this to the vision the Lord had given him, he was able to move from being the 
ruler of a little band of rebels to becoming king of Israel. Because of his 
submission to his God, he was given the wonderful promise that a king, one of 
his descendants, would sit upon the throne eternally. 

The promised King was heralded by wise men from the east bearing 
gifts and proclaiming Him to be the "King of the Jews." Like His father 
David, He began with a small band of followers submitting to Him in love, 
learning obedience, learning His ways. He, too, became the leader of a little 
band, but went on to be recognized occasionally as the Anointed One, the 
Savior of Israel. Ultimately, He turned out to be the King of all humanity. 

He acknowledged that the rulers of this world lord it over their 
people;  but  He  sought  to  deal  with  His  followers  as a  friend. Submission 

2 Jn. 4:7-26. 



to Him meant not: "We must submit to You because you are the Boss," but, 
rather: "We will submit to You because we love You." 

In the beatitudes that Jesus gave His disciples in His Sermon on the 
Mount, He taught that those who are humble, submissive, and teachable are 
candidates for admission to the Kingdom of God. He modeled submission 
and obedience. He gained His authority by submission, submission to 
death. He obeyed His heavenly Father in everything. He said honestly that 
He only said and did what His heavenly Father told Him to. He taught that 
anyone who wanted to exercise leadership had to become as a servant. He 
submitted to the very humanity that He wanted to win and rule, even 
when they misunderstood Him, mocked Him, plotted His destruction, and 
finally put Him to death. 

Love and compassion meant enabling suffering humanity to become 
whole people. He healed them, cast out their demons, provided food and 
protection from danger. Kingship meant doing the will of the Father and 
meeting the needs of suffering humanity. 

His authority as King was shown through His miraculous ministry. 
People exclaimed in amazement "Wow, this guy is not an ordinary preacher; 
He teaches with authority." By speaking a word, He could kick out demons, 
heal the sick, even raise the dead. He could calm wind and wave, multiply 
food, and curse an unproductive fig tree. His rulership was over all the 
natural order. 

He could order around, when it suited His purposes, demons, 
animals, inanimate objects, all the forces of nature; but He chose to submit 
Himself to people. 

A division occurred. The crowds of needy people flocked to Him to 
receive His help and to see His miracles, though they had little 
understanding  of  His purposes.  After  He  fed  the  multitudes,  the  people 

wanted to force Him to be a standard earthly king. 3 Even His disciples had 
little understanding of the Kingdom He preached. To the end of His 
ministry, they could still ask questions like: "Are you now going to establish 
the kingdom of Israel?" They were still thinking of a political entity. 

As time went on, conflict escalated. Humble service collided 
inevitably with pride of position and preconceived ideas. The religious 
leaders grew more and more hostile. Jesus became actively 
confrontational. This may have been the application of the principle He 
stated that He came to minister to the poor, the needy, and the sick, not the 
strong and self-righteous. He knew that the leaders should properly be 
submitted to Him; He was the proper, God-ordained religious leader. They 
were actively, though perhaps unintentionally, opposing God's purposes. 

Since most people, including the Jewish authorities, still thought of 
kingdom in the political sense, implications of the kingship of Jesus were 
uniformly misunderstood and feared. 

In  His  last  days  on  earth, Jesus  made several  significant 
pronouncements about the nations. He told the Jewish leaders that the 
kingdom of heaven would be taken away from them and given to others. 4 He 
stated that all nations would be judged on the basis of their treatment 
of the poor and needy. 5 

Jesus made violent verbal attacks on the religious leaders: "Woe to 
you, scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites. . . . You brood of vipers, how do you 
hope  to escape  the  wrath  to  come."   The  men  who  were  supposed 

3 John 16:15. 
4 Mat. 21:43. 
5 Mat. 25:31-46. 
6 Mat. 23:33. 

4 The Kingdom What Sort of Kingdom?   5 



6 The Kingdom 

to dedicate their lives to the service and worship of God were dedicated to 
impressing men and lining their pockets with money. 

Jesus made His final and most perfect act of humility and obedience 
in the garden of Gethsemane quietly and unobserved by the world He came 
to redeem. Even His disciples could not rise to that moment—they fell asleep 
during His final battle against the ways of the world and the forces of evil. 
But, in that time of utter obedience and submission to the will of His heavenly 
Father, He achieved the ultimate victory for Himself and for us. 

What sort of King was Jesus, after all? Although Jesus had talked a 
great deal about the Kingdom throughout His earthly ministry, He really said 
very few specific words about Himself as King. 7 In making their accusation to 
Pilate, the elders introduced Him by saying that He claimed to be "Christ a 
king" Pilate picked up this theme in his cross-examination of Jesus. Jesus 
accepted the accusation, but explained that His kingship is not of this world. 
8 

From this point on, Jesus' kingship became primarily a subject for 
mocking and derision. The idea gave the soldiers a lot of fun. They put a 
scarlet robe and crown of thorns on Him, kneeling before Him and saying, 
"Hail, King of the Jews." Pilate hit on the clever idea of mocking both Jesus 
and the Jewish people, by putting on Jesus' cross the words, "Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews." This encouraged the crowds passing by to 
deride Him, saying, "You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself and come down from the cross!" 9 

The King died an ignominious death between two thieves amidst the 
mockery of the kingdoms of this world and the derision of  His people, 

with His 
mother and His beloved disciple standing faithfully but helplessly by. 

What Sort of Kingdom?   7 

Why did Jesus use the term kingdom, a word so easily 
misunderstood and so remote from normal human concepts of rulership? Was 
it because the King realized that humanity is greatly enamored of its own 
rationality and constructs of reality? Was He challenging our preconceptions 
and confusing our minds, so that He could present a totally new concept of 
God's dominion, and of God's Son as the Lord of creation and of our lives? 
In these last days before His coming again, can we grasp truth that mystified 
Jesus' contemporaries? Can we enter into the heart of the King and, in loving 
response, know Him as our King and His Kingdom as the purpose of our 
lives? 

7 Luke 23:2. 
8 John 18:29, 30. 
9 Mark 15:29, 30. 
 



CHAPTER2 

JESUS' BASIC TEACHING ON THE KINGDOM 

AFTER JESUS' BAPTISM IN THE JORDAN RIVER, THE DESCENT 
of the Holy Spirit, and His time of preparation in the wilderness, Jesus came 
into Galilee preaching the gospel of God, and saying, "the time is fulfilled, 
and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel. 1 This 
incredibly brief sermon immediately established the theme of His life and 
ministry: the proclamation of the entrance of the Kingdom into the life of 
planet earth and a consequent need for a change of mind and heart. 

In the synagogue at Nazareth, He applied the words of Isaiah to 
Himself: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 

at liberty those who are oppressed, 
 to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 2 

After reading this passage, He sat down. When everyone looked at 
Him expecting some explanation, He said merely, "Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing." 3 This was enough to fill most of the 
people  there  with  amazement  and  wonder  at  "His  gracious  words."4 

 

By applying Isaiah's prophecy to Himself, He immediately linked the 
proclamation of the gospel with healing and deliverance ministry, thereby 
laying out the pattern that His ministry would take. He also linked the 
fulfillment of this prophecy with His own person, because His hearers would 
have recognized this as a messianic prophecy. 

After the first reaction of wonder, people began to take offense at the 
implications of what He had said. They began to say, "Who does He think He 
is. This is just little Jesus, he grew up here, we know all his family." Even 
before they expressed these doubts, Jesus knew what they were thinking. He 
started to chide them for looking at Him only by human standards. He told 
them, "A prophet is not without honor except in His own town among His 
own people." Thereupon, they got angry and wanted to throw Him over a 
cliff.  We can notice several remarkable dynamics of this incident: 

1. Jesus said very few, but very powerful words. 

2. People reacted  immediately and very violently, 
both favorably and unfavorably. 

3. Jesus knew what people were thinking, 
and responding to their thoughts. 

4. Public opinion is easily changed. 

His fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy began to be manifested more 
clearly in His ministry at Capernaum. We are not told what Jesus was 
saying, but merely that people were astonished at the authority with which 
He taught. He did not have to say many words before a demon manifested 
itself in a member of the congregation. Apparently, the demon knew where 
Jesus was coming from and regarded the authority with which He was 
speaking as a strong threat. Jesus stopped talking and took authority over 
the demon.  1 Mark 1:15. 

2 Luke 4:18, 19, quoting Isaiah 61:1, 2. 
3 Luke 4:21. 
4 Luke 8:22. 

Jesus’ Basic Teaching on the Kingdom   9 
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Interestingly enough, people recognized this action as a teaching. They 
said among themselves, "What is this? A new teaching! With authority he 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." We can draw 
several conclusions from this encounter: 

1. Again, Jesus did not say many words. 

2. His preaching got an immediate and violent reaction. 

3. People accepted the exorcism as a teaching. 

4. Jesus taught more by demonstrating the Kingdom than by 
talking about it. 

Going to Peter's house after the synagogue meeting, He healed Peter's 
mother-in-law who was sick with a fever. The word got around, and a 
multitude gathered around the door, bringing the sick and demon possessed. 
He healed all the sick and cast out the demons. Jesus thereby proclaimed who 
He was, and began His instruction of His disciples in His kind of ministry. 

It is clear that He regarded all that happened that evening—the 
proclamation in the synagogue and the deliverance and healing ministry that 
followed—as proclamation of the gospel of the Kingdom, because the next 
morning, after His prayer time on the mountain, He told His disciples, "I 
must preach the gospel to the other cities also." The result was: 

He went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every infirmity among the people. So his 
fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all 
the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, 
demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed 
them. And great crowds followed him from

Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and 
from beyond the Jordan. 5 

From this passage also, we can understand that Jesus' words and deeds 
were integral parts of the gospel proclamation. 

The crowds were attracted by the miracles of healing and 
deliverance; but Jesus was more concerned that His disciples learn how to do 
what He was doing. His time on earth would be limited. He wanted others 
who could carry on. He taught His disciples primarily by letting them 
observe what He did and sometimes explaining what He had done. They 
observed His ministry in the synagogues, to individuals, and to the crowds. 
They saw His miraculous acts and heard His extraordinary and 
authoritative words. 

The marriage supper in Cana was, among other things, a learning 
experience for His disciples. 6 It was their first introduction to His authority 
over nature. It showed His glory and caused the disciples to believe in Him. 
When John says that they believed in Him, this means more than observation or 
acceptance of facts. Many of the people present knew what had happened and 
believed that He had done it. But Jesus wanted His disciples to see that the 
miracles He did revealed who He was. Believing, in this sense, means 
knowing Him as He is, recognizing Him as the Son of God and as the 
Kingdom of God gloriously present on earth. 

The miraculous catch of fish gave the disciples further insight into 
the reality of Jesus' person. This caused Peter to blurt out the classic conversion 
exclamation: "Get away from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" Peter 
registered shocked self-awareness, confessed his sins, and acknowledged 
Jesus as Lord, all in one short sentence.  

5 Mat. 4:23-25. 
6 John 2:1-11. 
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The miraculous catch also gave all the disciples some clues about Who 
Jesus was and brought them to commitment to Him. 

Jesus led His disciples around the countryside seeing miracle after 
miracle—lepers, paralytics, blind people healed; demon possessed 
delivered; even dead people raised. Then suddenly one day, He said it 
was time for them to go out and practice what they had learned. He gave 
them a few instructions and sent them out two by two. They came back 
with amazing stories of miracles done in His name. 7 

The disciples were learning that being a part of the Kingdom of 
God meant not only proclaiming God's rule and authority, but being 
able to exercise the authority of the Kingdom for redemptive purpose. 

Jesus tested the disciples from time to time to see if they were 
catching on to what He was teaching. Twice He got them out on the 
lake when a storm was coming up. The first time, He was asleep in the 
back of the boat. 8 When they woke Him up in panic, He chided them 
for not being able to cope with the situation: "You men of little faith . . . 
." The second time, He was not even in the boat with them. 9 The test 
got more serious—and then there was that thing about walking on the 
water. 10 He even opened that up as an option for them. Obviously, He 
must have intended them to do the things they saw Him do, because He 
chided them for their lack of faith. Then, He showed them what to do 
and how to do it: He spoke a simple instruction and the storm stopped. 
This was one of their first and most alarming lessons: faith meant being 
able to do what Jesus was doing! 

Other lessons in faith followed. Twice, there was a great 
multitude that needed food. When the disciples did not know how to get 

food for them, He took a boy’s box lunch, gave thanks, and over supplied the 
multitude. 

This miracle obviously had significance way beyond the obvious 
one of providing food for hungry people because several times Jesus 
made the point that people failed to understand other things because 
they did not understand about the loaves. 

One of these times is recounted in Mark 6, shortly after the 
feeding of the five thousand. The disciples were in a storm on the lake. 
Jesus came walking on the water. When He got into the boat, the storm 
s topped .  

 
They [the disciples] were utterly astounded, for they did  
not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were 
hardened. 11 

 What connection did the loaves have with stilling a storm? Why 
should the miraculous feeding have prepared them for Jesus' walking on 
the water? At the very least, He was trying to teach that the King has 
authority over nature. 

The other time came after the feeding of the four thousand. 12 
Jesus had an encounter with some Pharisees who demanded a sign from 
heaven which Jesus refused to give. 13 Why did Jesus deny their request? 
He had just made a sign of great significance in the feeding of the 
multitude, a sign that indicated Who He is much more profoundly than 
many words He might have spoken. But the Pharisees could not 
recognize that sign because of their hardness of heart. They wanted to 
know Who He thought He was to order people and natural forces. They 
wanted Jesus to give them the kind of sign they wanted when they 
wanted it. Jesus, knowing Who He was, and what their motives were, 

7 Mark. 6:7-12. 
8 Mark 4:35-41. 
9 Mark 6:40-52. 
10 Mat 14:27-33. 
 

11 Mark. 6:51, 52, emphasis added. 
12 Mark 8:1-10. 
13 Mark 8:11-13. 
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was not about to let them order Him around. Only His heavenly Father was 
going to tell Him what to do. 

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they 
had in the boat. As they were going home in the boat, Jesus said: "Watch out 
for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod." The disciples jumped to 
the conclusion He was talking about their forgetting to bring bread, whereas 
He was referring to the encounter He had just had with the Pharisees. He 
reminded them of how much bread was left over the two times He fed the 
multitudes, and then He chided them for not getting the point. Okay, so the 
disciples probably did not need to worry about forgetting the bread after they 
had just watched two feeding miracles. They just drew the wrong conclusion 
about Jesus' warning about the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod. They did 
not realize that Jesus was using the word "yeast" as a metaphor for the 
teaching of the Pharisees, meaning that a little bit of wrong teaching could 
lead a lot of people astray. Why did that indicate the disciples had hard 
hearts? 

What was wrong with the Pharisee's teaching? It was based on a 
very complicated set of rules, some derived from the Old Testament Law, 
some of it was men's elaboration of God's Law. They were, as Jesus liked 
to point out, hypocritical because they could not even come close to living by 
the law they were teaching. They could not understand what Jesus was talking 
about because He was operating on a totally different set of principles and 
in a totally supernatural mode. 

But, how was that related to the feeding of the multitudes? 

The statement that the disciples had one loaf of bread in the boat 
makes me imagine that they might have blessed their one loaf as Jesus had 
blessed the five and the seven loaves and made them multiply. On the basis of 
what the disciples had seen on the mountain side, this procedure could have 
been expected to have provided excess food. That might or might not have 
worked. It would have been a kind of faith—faith based on past 
experience.  But the Lord does not usually let us turn on miracles by doing  

the thing that worked before. He wants us to hear His instruction each time 
and do things the way He says each time. 

There is a deeper meaning of faith involved in this incident. Things 
can be known by faith that cannot be known in any natural way. By faith, 
Abraham left family and friends and his own country and headed out across 
the desert because "he was looking for a city with foundations, whose 
Builder and Maker was God." 14 We know, of course, that this was 
talking about the New Jerusalem, but neither the old Jerusalem nor the New 
Jerusalem had ever been mentioned or even imagined in Abraham's time. 
Faith enabled Abraham to see something centuries in advance. By faith, 
Abel offered a better sacrifice than Cain. 15 At that time, the rules for 
sacrifices had not been laid out. Abel had a right relationship with God and 
perceived things in the spirit that could not be known naturally. Jesus' 
teachings have to be received in a close relationship with Him and by this 
kind of faith that enables us to perceive the deep mysteries of God and act on 
that knowledge. Jesus was trying to teach His disciples this kind of faith. This is 
faith that perceives Who Jesus is, grasps instinctively the mind of Christ, and 
acts instantly on the leading of the Spirit in every present situation. 

Did Jesus expect His disciples to have insight into the true Bread that 
came down from heaven whose teaching is true and pure? In chapter 6 of 
John's Gospel, the connection is made between the feeding of the multitude 
and the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. These words of Christ 
could hardly have been understood at the time they were uttered. 

When Jesus accused the disciples of hardness of heart, was He 
implying that the disciples were missing a lot of points because they, almost 
like the Pharisees, had failed to see the inner significance of the 

 

14 Hebrews 11:10 (paraphrase) 
15 Hebrews 11:4. 
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feeding of the multitudes? The disciples needed to learn to perceive the deeper 
significance of the feeding miracles. The feeding miracles are not about social 
service or sharing of resources, as some say; they are about Who Jesus is and 
how He operates. The disciples were learning this by fits and starts. 

This early ministry of Jesus was aimed at the crowds of people who 
gathered to see His miracles and to receive His healing power. They 
marveled at the authority with which He spoke and at the mighty works He 
did. 

But Jesus gave at least as much attention to the little band of 
disciples He had gathered around Him. Both in word and deed, He was 
beginning to unfold for them a knowledge of Who He was and what God 
meant by love and compassion. He was also teaching them how trust in Him 
could enable them to do the kind of ministry He was doing. 

Can we learn similar lessons for our life and ministry today as we walk 
with Him, observe what He is doing, and practice what He teaches us? 

CHAPTER 3 

ENTERING THE KINGDOM 

IN THE EARLY PART OF HIS TRAINING PROGRAM, JESUS GAVE  
the disciples some very basic lessons on entering the Kingdom and how to 
continue in it. The disciples received much of this teaching by observing 
Jesus' ministry to individuals and to crowds. They observed what He did and 
said to others. 

Jesus' ministry to Nicodemus gave the disciples as well as 
Nicodemus, an introduction to the radical changes in the life of one who wants 
to enter the Kingdom. It also gave the disciples an example of Jesus' way of 
talking to people about the mysteries of the Kingdom. In all of Jesus' 
encounters with individuals, He said things that only made sense in terms of 
the Kingdom of God. Analyzed by natural, fallen-man logic, they made little 
sense. When Nicodemus, sneaking in to interview Jesus in the middle of the 
night, tried to open a conversation with pleasantries ("We know you must be 
a man sent from God . . .You do such wonderful things . . ."), Jesus countered 
with the radical and incomprehensible non sequitur, "To see the Kingdom of 
God you have to be born again." Nicodemus went on talking about natural 
birth. He could not understand what Jesus meant by being born again. Jesus 
did not attempt to explain. He simply expanded the incomprehensible: "To 
enter the Kingdom of God, you have to be born of water and the Spirit." 
Knowing the Kingdom of God from the inside is a prerequisite for Christian 
life and ministry. 1 

1 John 3:1-12 
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus outlined some characteristics of Kingdom 
living. This was meant mainly for the disciples, although it was heard by a 
larger group of people. The Beatitudes outlined briefly the kind of attitude 
required of those who would enter and live in the Kingdom. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are those who mourn, 
 for they shall be comforted.  
Blessed are the meek, 
 for they shall inherit the earth.  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
 for they shall be satisfied.  
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
 for they shall see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
 for they shall be called sons of God.  
Blessed are those who are persecuted 
 for righteousness' sake 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

A persistent theme throughout Jesus' teaching on the Kingdom is 
humility. Matthew 5 through 7 outlines for us the personal characteristics 
of the candidate for the Kingdom. The candidate is meek, teachable, obedient, 
and, above all, humble. Jesus recommended becoming like little children, 
open and teachable. Being little children does not preclude making mistakes. 
Those can be dealt with summarily by apology and forgiveness and become 
part of the learning process of growing up. But those in the Kingdom are 
intended  to  manifest  the  same  qualities  that  are  seen  in  the  life of Jesus.  

Jesus spoke of His presence as the presence of the Kingdom. His life of 
humility, obedience, and service is the model for us if we want to live in and 
manifest the presence of the Kingdom on earth. 

Creative Submission 

Jesus demonstrated clearly, by His life and teaching, that authority 
in the Kingdom is predicated on submission. Jesus is the world's classic all-
time expert on humility and submissiveness. This does not in any way mean 
that He was a wimp. He was quite capable of exercising righteous 
indignation, as, for example, when He found the money-changers in the 
temple or when confronted by the opposition and hypocrisy of the Pharisees. 
He told demons in no uncertain terms where they could go. 

As Mary, His mother, had prophesied: "He has shown the strength 
of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the 
mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree."4 

Jesus submitted 100 percent to the will of His heavenly Father. He 
could say honestly, "I only say and do what My Father gives me." 

Jesus talked much about humility and submission but, more than that, 
He made a lifelong demonstration of it. He submitted Himself to Joseph and 
Mary during His growing up years. He submitted to baptism in the 
Jordan River, which really meant that He was taking upon Himself the sin 
and hardship of all humanity. He became as one of His disciples, walking 
the dusty roads with them, eating what they ate, sharing all that He had with 
them, encouraging them to be as He was and do what He was doing. 

2 Mat. 5-7 
3 Mat. 5:3-10 
 

4 Luke 1:51, 52 
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Jesus' submission was always intentional and redemptive. There was always a 
miraculous element to it. When asked about paying the temple tax, He said, 
"Yeah, go catch a fish. There'll be a coin in its mouth. You can pay our 
taxes with that." He submitted thereby to religious leaders, but He did it in 
such a way that it showed His supernatural wisdom and His power over 
nature. 

He taught His disciples to be servants and He demonstrated 
servanthood by His ministry to the poor and the needy—feeding them, 
healing and delivering them. 

He made no effort to overpower the rich young ruler or any others 
who rejected His call. He sorrowfully accepted their decisions, just as He 
accepts people's denials in any generation. 

He finally volunteered to be put to death at the insistence of the 
religious authorities. This was, of course, the ultimate submission, but also 
the ultimate victory. The soldiers who came to arrest Hun in the garden were 
not able to take Him. When they said they were looking for Jesus, He 
replied, "I am He." That caused them to fall flat on their faces. He had to 
agree to go with them voluntarily. He submitted to the ridiculous mock trials 
at the High Priest's home, Herod's palace, and Pilate's palace. He submitted 
to ridicule by the soldiers, the crowds, and the religious leaders. 

None of this was the submission of defeat. It was creative 
submission, submission for redemptive purpose. The submission was just as 
supernatural and divinely inspired as were His words, His works, His 
forgiveness, and His love. 

Righteousness 

Those who would live in the Kingdom of heaven must exhibit 
righteousness exceeding that of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus 
proceeded  to  give  some  specific  examples  of  ways  in  which our 

righteousness can exceed that of the Old Testament law—being angry is 
equivalent to murder, 5 lusting to committing adultery. 6 In the Kingdom, 
swearing oaths is forbidden. Our yes must be yes and our no, no. We are to 
love not only friends, but enemies also. All these acts are impossible for 
unaided people—they require spiritual help. 

Righteousness, for Jesus, meant not just following the Old 
Testament law, although He does say that not a "jot or tittle" of the Law 
will be eliminated. But the motivation has to be changed. No longer do we 
have to try to be good or obey a set of rules. God's idea of right and wrong is 
very different from ours. We define good and bad in terms of our own 
convenience and pleasure. We say hardship and persecution are bad. A good 
day is a bright sunny one when we can go to the beach and enjoy ourselves; 
but God knows that hard times teach us more than the easy ones. Hardship 
and suffering develop character. 

Jesus Himself learned obedience through what He suffered. He bore 
suffering willingly for redemptive purpose. He acted always in accordance 
with the will of His heavenly Father. 

Our righteousness consists in total obedience to Him, obedience to 
His every wish. It becomes possible only as we hear His voice each moment 
or by faith know the mind of Christ in every situation. This is an attainable 
goal because He has shown us the way and He walks with us on it. We need 
no longer worry about trying to obey a set of rules or avoid things that have 
been forbidden. Rather we are walking in loving fellowship with Jesus and 
responding to His love for us. We want to please Him because we love Him 
so much. 

Like the rich young ruler in the parable, we know that the Law is 
summarized in the two commandments about loving God with all our heart, 
soul,  and  mind,  and  loving  our  neighbor  as  ourselves.   Then  He 

5 Mat. 5:21-26 
6 Mat. 5:27-32 
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may well ask us to take the next step (similar to the one He 
recommended to that young man): to give up the things of this world which 
we most prize and want to hold onto, so that He is our whole life. 

Jesus ended His Sermon on the Mount with these words: 

Not every one who says to me, "Lord, Lord," shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. Every one then who hears these 
words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house upon the rock; and the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, 
but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 
And every one who hears these words of mine and does not 
do them will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon 
the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was 
the fall of it.7 

The Commitment of Disciples 

Discipleship is a total commitment to learn Jesus' way of life. Jesus 
said, "Follow Me." Some left their fishing nets or tax office and followed. 
Others complained that they had to attend to something else first—wait for a 
funeral or break in some oxen. 8 To these, Jesus said: "Yeah, go ahead. Do 
what you have to do; but no one who puts his hand to the plough and looks 
back is fit for the Kingdom of God." He was not interested in people who 
would accept the call when they had nothing else to do. Instant obedience is 
the first qualification for life in the Kingdom of God. 

It is easier for the poor, the needy, the broken to enter the Kingdom than for 
the rich, the comfortable, the self-satisfied. Jesus taught His disciples: 

"It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who 
heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But he said, "What 
is impossible with men is possible with God." And Peter 
said, "Lo, we have left our homes and followed you." And 
he said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no man who has 
left house or wife or brothers or parents or children for the 
sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive manifold 
more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life." 9 

The Kingdom of God has to become a consuming passion and a 
life-encompassing commitment. 

The Sermon on the Mount outlined some of the radical 
implications of life in the Kingdom. Were the people really moved to put into 
practice what they heard? Or did they just receive the miracles and let the 
teaching wash over them? The radical demands of the Kingdom were spoken 
in the hearing of a great number of people, but the actual understanding and 
practice of them was mostly expected of those who were in continual 
fellowship with Jesus. It was the disciples' living with Jesus on a daily basis 
that really taught them Kingdom living. 

If we take seriously the conditions Jesus places on entrance into the 
Kingdom of God, they appear more stringent than anyone can hope to fulfill. 
But, of course, the kind of life that Jesus was modeling for His disciples is 
totally different from any previous human experience. Jesus could talk so 
calmly  about  such  standards  because  He  was  talking  about   a  
thoroughly  different  mode  of  existence  which  He  knew  was  possible 

7 Mat. 7:21-23 
8 Luke 14:19 
 

9 Luke 18:25-30 
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because He was living it. The reason it seems so outrageous to people these 
days is because we are not sure it is possible and we have not fully accepted 
the demands and benefits of discipleship. 

The disciples were with Jesus day by day. They ate and slept and 
walked the dusty roads together. They absorbed the implications of Kingdom 
living by observing Jesus' life-style. They learned His kind of love by 
experiencing it every day. In time, they learned to return it. They must have 
shared in some measure His compassion on the multitudes who were "like 
sheep without a shepherd." They shared His joys and His sorrows, His 
victories and His disappointments. They received His correction when they 
reverted to worldly ways of acting and reacting. They were gradually and 
drastically changed by their fellowship with Him and with each other. Jesus 
explained that the teaching of the Kingdom was a "mystery" to the 
multitudes, but to the disciples who were walking with Him day by day, the 
secrets of the Kingdom could be revealed. Kingdom living is only for people 
who walk with Jesus in intimate fellowship day by day and moment by 
moment. Only in fellowship with Jesus does the teaching of the Sermon on 
the Mount become a possibility. 

CHAPTER 4 
 

THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM 

THE KINGDOM LOOKED LIKE A MYSTERY TO ALMOST 
everyone. Jesus looked like an ordinary human being, in fact, a rather lowly 
one, a homeless wanderer with a strange entourage. Yet He claimed to be 
the Son of God, the hoped-for Messiah who would redeem the world, the 
presence of the Kingdom of God in the world. 

At the time of His birth, several clues were given. Anna and Simeon 
pointed towards His fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies. The wise men 
acclaimed Him as the "King of the Jews." Just before Jesus came to be 
baptized, John the Baptist preached, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand," and he pointed to Jesus as the fulfillment of his prophetic ministry. 
Demons recognized Him as the Messiah and had no doubt about His 
authority. 

Jesus likened the difficulty of describing the Kingdom of God to seed 
that was planted and grew in secret, but eventually produced visible fruit,1 
Though the Kingdom may not look like much to the untrained eye at the 
present time, it will eventually bear fruit that can be clearly seen. It may not 
be making the newspapers and other media, but it is about to break forth and 
take over the world. As Paul stated, "The creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the sons of God." 2 

He often spoke to the crowds that gathered in parables, which were 
intended  to  illuminate,  if  not  dispel,  the   mystery.  He  had  no 

1 Mark 4:26-29 
2 Romans 8:21 
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illusions about the crowds understanding deeply His teaching on the 
Kingdom. He said, "This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand."3 He 
apparently did not want the crowds to understand His teaching because He 
said He used the parables so that they would not understand. 

But to His disciples, He said, "To you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven."4 He told them this parable, "No one 
after lighting a lamp covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but on a 
stand, that those who enter may see the light." He obviously wanted His 
disciples, those who were walking with Him and responding to His 
teaching, to understand deeply what He was intending, because He then 
says, "Nothing is hid that shall not be made manifest, nor anything secret that 
shall not be known and come to the light."5 Often when He was alone with 
the disciples, He elaborated on the parables, giving them clues to their 
meaning. 

The promise of seeing His light or receiving His revelation is limited 
to those who are open to receive it, because He says that the light is seen by 
anyone that enters—enters the Kingdom, that is. Much is dependent upon 
keeping our spiritual ears open to receive His revelation of the Kingdom. He 
says that to him who receives will more be given. There is a continual 
unfolding of Kingdom truth to those with ears to hear. The more we receive 
that unfolding, the more He gives. 

The parables sometimes take the form of allegories in which each 
natural element represents a specific spiritual reality. Other times the whole 
parable points to a single aspect of the Kingdom. 

           In the following paragraphs, I will paraphrase a few of the parables 
and then draw several conclusions from each. We will then arrive at some 
general statements of the teaching of the Kingdom presented in these 
parables. 

Jesus spoke about a sower (representing Himself) who sprinkled seed 
(representing the proclamation of the gospel) on the ground.6 Those who 
received the gospel of the Kingdom reacted in different ways. Some received it 
happily but then got distracted or led astray and returned to worldly ways; 
others ran into persecution and other trouble, weakened their resolve, and 
backed off. Some were fertile ground. They received the gospel of the Kingdom 
with humility, overcame persecution, resisted worldliness, and put the gospel 
into practice in their lives. Their lives produced good fruit. Good fruit, here 
and elsewhere, means doing the type of ministry that Jesus was doing—
manifesting the Kingdom in word and deed, making and discipling new 
converts. 

He also spoke a parable about the enemy sowing bad seed among 
the good.7 The good and bad were allowed to sprout and grow together until 
the harvest. He explained to His disciples that the Son of Man (i.e. Himself) 
sows good seed in the world; the devil sows bad seed. The good seed 
represents the gospel of the Kingdom, proclaiming and doing the kind of 
things that Jesus was doing, hearing the instructions of the Father and 
obeying them as Jesus did. 

The bad seed, sowed by Satan and his friends represents any 
contrary teaching that is not like the teaching of Jesus or does not bear His 
kind of fruit. The bad seed must include not only openly evil intents and 
actions, such as witchcraft or promoting immorality or murder, but also any 
efforts to limit the power of God, such as refusing to do the works of Jesus, 
relegating the work of the Holy Spirit and the miraculous parts of the gospel to 
a former time or other place. 3 Mat. 13:13 

4 Mat. 13:11 
5 Luke 8:16-18 

6 Mat. 13:1-9; with explanation in 13:18-23 
7 Mat. 13:24-30 
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             The harvest takes place at the end of the age. Angels come and reap 
the harvest.8 Then the harvest is sorted out. The good is kept; the bad thrown 
away. A suitable harvest will be when the Lord is worshiped and adored 
throughout the whole world by every people, tribe, and tongue, and the 
reign of God is fully established in all creation. 

Two of Jesus' parables of the Kingdom are susceptible of at least two 
seemingly contradictory interpretations: 

The parable of the mustard seed tells of a plant which, starting very 
small, grows into a very large bush or tree in which birds can nest.9 This can 
be an image of the Kingdom of God spreading supernaturally throughout the 
world and giving comfort and a place of rest to multitudes of people. 

Another interpretation is that this parable speaks of unnatural 
growth (a mustard plant does not normally become a tree). The birds, then, 
are seen as strange intruders who make their resting place in an unnatural 
place. There may be some truth available in each of these interpretations, 
although the first, seems a more appropriate description of the Kingdom, 
whereas the second, might in some cases be applied to churches which achieve 
growth in the wrong ways—for example, around a single doctrine, or one side 
of a controversy, or around a so-called "charismatic" human leader. 

The parable of the leaven hidden in three measures of flour10 can very 
naturally be applied to the mysterious spread of the Kingdom, at first hidden, 
but eventually affecting the whole world. Leaven works quietly and, in a 
sense, mysteriously without any effort on the part of the baker or the bread. It 
can, therefore, be an accurate analogy of the work of the Holy Spirit Who 
works  quietly  and  almost  unrecognized  inside  of  a  person  of  fellowship 

to transform and build up with no special effort on the part of the recipient. 

Leaven can also be regarded as an insidious force, since Jesus warns 
us to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees, which He describes as corruption and 
hypocrisy. False teaching or attitudes can also work quietly and insidiously 
in persons or fellowships to cause great and even irreparable damage. 
Disbelief, immorality, self-centeredness, envy, or bitterness, if allowed into a 
fellowship or church can adversely effect the whole. 

So this parable can be either a description of how the Kingdom 
works or a warning against corruption in the body of Christ. 

Three parables were spoken specifically to the disciples: 

The parable of the hidden treasure11 and the parable of the 
pearl12 both have the same meaning. In both cases, persons sold all their 
possessions to attain a prize. The Kingdom is likened to the treasure or to the 
pearl. Jesus is teaching that the Kingdom is worth risking all to attain it, and 
that total commitment is necessary. 

The parable of the net likens the Kingdom of God to gathering 
together all kinds of fish to be sorted out once back in port. 13 This speaks of 
gathering people indiscriminately with the idea of angels' separating the evil 
from the good at the judgment. This is similar in meaning to the parable about 
the good and bad grain sowed in a field. 

Jesus concludes this introductory group of parables on the Kingdom 
with the following somewhat cryptic interchange with His disciples: 

8 Mat. 13:36-43 
9 Mat. 13:31, 32 
10 Mat. 13:33 

11 Mat. 13:44 
12 Mat. 13:45 
13 Mat. 13:47 
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He asked, "Have you understood all this?" They said to 
him, "Yes." And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe 
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a 
householder who brings out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old." 14 

The word scribes (grammateis) usually appears in the expression 
"scribes and Pharisees" or "chief priests and scribes." The scribes were 
students of the scriptures and teachers of the law. Since they were highly 
trained in the letter of the scriptures, they were able to help chief priests and 
Pharisees to form their opinions. They also could speak authoritatively to 
the common people on matters of the law. When Jesus came on the scene, 
they banded together with the Pharisees and the chief priests in their 
opposition to Jesus. They regarded Him with great disdain because He did not 
fit their interpretation of the scriptures nor feed their egos. Jesus was equally 
unenthusiastic about them. 

The word scribe in this passage, however, is not a nasty word. In fact, 
Jesus applies the term to His disciples because they have just assured Him 
that they have understood the parables He has spoken about the Kingdom 
of heaven. The disciples are students of the new law of the Kingdom and they 
are being trained to teach and propagate the gospel of the Kingdom to their 
generation and beyond. 

Jesus then compares them to a head of a household who brings forth 
new and old treasures. This householder is like one who has lived in a house 
for a long time and has many treasured things to bring out and show to 
guests and inquirers. Some of the things of the Kingdom are very old and 
precious like the breath of the Holy Spirit that animated the primordial 
chaos and brought life and being. Some are treasures of God's self-revelation 
in the history of the world, in scripture, and particularly in Old Testament 
prophecy. Some are treasurers born of suffering or right action following 
the  plan  of  God.  Some  of  these  treasures  can  be  quite  new,  such as 

the new light on old things and the new revelations about the Kingdom that 
the first disciples had been receiving in their life with Jesus and that we receive 
as we walk with Him day by day. 

The ultimate aim of our life and ministry is to be that kind of scribe, 
learning and practicing the life of the Kingdom. 

Was Jesus talking about a present or a future Kingdom? Both. He 
said, "The Kingdom is among you." But He also talked about a future 
fulfillment. He taught us to pray for the coming of the Kingdom. We enter the 
Kingdom when the Holy Spirit baptizes us into the Body of Christ. We learn 
to do Kingdom living day by day. We pray for and long for the full 
establishment of the Kingdom in the new heaven and new earth. As some of 
the parables teach, the Kingdom is planted and grows and finally becomes 
fully apparent at the time of harvest. 

The Spirit and the Bride say: "Come!" and let him who hears say: 
"Come!" 

14 Mat. 13:51-52 
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CHAPTER 5 

MINISTRY IN THE KINGDOM 

DAILY FELLOWSHIP WITH JESUS WAS PREPARATION FOR 
ministry. The disciples observed many miracles of healing and 
deliverance as well as His authority over nature, all of which He referred to as 
His "works." They observed His uncanny insight into the conditions of 
people's lives and even their thoughts. They began to see that there was a 
close connection between the miracles and the proclamation of the 
Kingdom. In Matthew, chapters 8 and 9, and Luke, chapters 5 through 7, 
many miracles of healing and deliverance are recounted. Observing what 
Jesus was doing was the principal way in which people learned what He 
meant by Kingdom. In the miracle stories, we can learn about Who Jesus is, 
what the Kingdom of God is like, and how ministry is done in the Kingdom. 

In this chapter, we will make brief analyses of several of Jesus' works 
during His early ministry in Galilee. After recounting the events, we will draw 
a number of conclusions. At the end of the chapter, we will present a summary 
of the teaching on the Kingdom which these works present. 

When Jesus came down after His Sermon on the Mount, He met a 
leper who expressed the faith that Jesus could heal him if He wanted to.1 
Jesus assured him that that was His intention. Jesus reached out and touched 
the leper (an act of faith and love in itself), and said, "I will; be clean." The 
leper was instantly healed. Jesus requested that the man tell no one except 
the priest and that he should offer the gift required by law for official 
recognition of cleansing from the leprosy. 

However, the ex-leper could not keep silent about it, so the word spread and 
multitudes came looking for more miracles. 

Lessons to be learned from this miracle include: 

1. The leper had lived for a long time as an outcast and found 
it hard to believe that Jesus would actually show concern for 
him. 

2. Jesus  had  compassion  on  the  sick and   the   suffering. 
Compassion,   for Jesus,   always   led   to   practical   and 
miraculous help. 

3. Healing is God's will and a prominent part of Jesus' 
ministry, as had been advertised in the Isaiah passage Jesus 
read in the synagogue in Nazareth.2 

4. Jesus wanted to submit to the priests' regulation* for official 
recognition of a cleansing from leprosy. 

5. It was hard to keep miracles concealed from public notice in 
those days. Jesus soon became big news which spread, 
rapidly attracting crowds. 

Shortly after the above incident, Jesus came to Capernaum where a 
Roman centurion found Him.3 The centurion's beloved servant was 
paralyzed and near death. Jesus offered to go and heal the servant. The 
centurion claimed that was unnecessary. He said that Jesus could just speak 
and the servant would be healed. He explained that he knew this because he 
was in charge of a large number of men who could be sent out to do 
whatever he said to do. The assumption was that Jesus could perform 
something comparable in the spiritual realm. Jesus saw this as an amazing 
insight into His ministry. He praised the centurion highly for his faith and 
sent him home to find the servant miraculously healed. 

2 Luke 4:18, 19, quoting Isaiah 61:1, 2 
3 Mat. 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 
 

1 Mat. 8:1-4 
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Jesus then seized this opportunity to tell the crowd that a lot of people of other 
nationalities-would make it into the Kingdom and a lot of God's chosen 
people would get excluded because of unbelief. 

Some obvious conclusions from this story: 

1. Jesus does not have to be physically present to perform 
a miracle. 

2. The centurion expressed a profound insight into the 
operation of the Kingdom of heaven and the exercise of 
divine authority. Being a military person, he was able to see 
what Jesus was doing in terms of military discipline. 

3. Jesus made the point that entrance into the Kingdom is 
on the basis of accepting Jesus as Who He really is, 
submitting to Him, and being willing to learn His ways, 
rather than on the basis of race or religious background or 
even following the letter of the law. 

At Nain, Jesus, accompanied by a large crowd that was following 
Him, ran into a funeral procession for an only son of a widow.4 At Jesus' 
command, the dead man sat up and spoke. Jesus gave him back to his 
mother. This filled the observers with fear. They glorified God and said, "A 
great prophet has arisen among us!" and, "God has visited His people." 

 

Conclusions: 

1. Jesus was motivated by compassion for the mother.   
Compassion was one of the principle motivations for 
Jesus' works. 

 
 
 

2. Jesus had His disciples around Him, but also a 
larger crowd that were attracted by the excitement of the 
ministry He was doing. 

3. We realize that the raising of a dead man was regarded 
as more momentous than some of the other miracles.  
It produced fear as well as praise. 

4. People recognized Jesus as a prophet (though not yet 
as Savior or King) and His works as a manifestation 
of a visitation of God. 

5. Jesus had authority over life and death. 

The stilling of the storm at sea, which we described above in chapter 
2, gave the disciples some very important teachings: 5 

1. The disciples came to a broader understanding of who 
Jesus is. 

2. They learned that the One Who preached about the 
presence of the Kingdom in the world had the authority 
and the power to rule wind and wave. Natural forces 
obeyed Him. 

3. They learned that faith means being able to do the kind 
of works that Jesus did.  They were confronted with the 
expectation that they could do these things also. 

The Gadarene demoniac was a wild man of superhuman strength 
living among tombs and unable to be restrained by chains. The demons 
immediately recognized Jesus for Who He was. The demons cried out, 
"What do you have to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come to torment 
us before the time?" Jesus asked the demons' name. 

5 Mat. 8:23-27 
6 Mark 5:1-20; Mat. 8:28-34 
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They said, "Legion" because they were many. They requested not to be sent 
out of the area, but into a nearby flock of swine. Jesus said, "Go." Driven by 
the demons, the swine ran down a steep bank and drowned in the sea. This, 
understandably, upset the herdsmen and the local populace who soon 
clamored for Jesus' rapid departure. The man was totally set free, "clothed 
and in his right mind." He wanted to follow Jesus, but Jesus told him to 
return to his family and friends and tell what had happened to him. He 
immediately became an active evangelist in the region. 

1. This is a very vivid and dramatic story of a serious 
confrontation of Jesus with the forces of evil that can 
take possession of human beings. 

2. Jesus had His own kind of liberation theology. 

3. Jesus' mere presence caused the demons to blow their 
cover. They cried out; they complained; they 
bargained. In defeat, they caused as much trouble as 
they could on their way out. 

4. God’s people had no business keeping swine, 
anyhow (against the law). Jesus rubbed this in a 
little as He let the swine carry the demons to 
destruction. 

5. The Kingdom of God has authority to defeat the 
forces of evil. 

Some friends let a paralytic on a pallet down through the roof of a 
house to get him past the crowd gathered outside. Jesus honored the faith of 
the friends. He told the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven." Some of the 
scribes and Pharisees in the crowd were shocked, because they knew that 
only God could forgive sins. They thought Jesus was committing blasphemy. 
They started murmuring among themselves. Jesus knew by the Spirit that 
they were questioning. He put the question to them, "Which is easier to say 

to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or 'Rise up and walk?'" When Jesus 
told the paralytic to do the latter, he got up and walked away. The crowd 
were filled with awe and glorified God. 

Conclusions: 
1. Jesus often required candidates for healing to profess 

faith for healing. In this case, he honored the faith of 
the friends who brought him. 

2. Jesus always knew in the Spirit what to say and how 
to do the ministry. In this case, He understood that 
forgiveness was the first order of business. The 
forgiveness was given as a free gift without requiring 
confession of sins first. Of course, the paralytic may 
have suspected that Jesus knew without being told for 
what He was extending forgiveness. 

3. There was a clear-cut separation between those who 
reacted with awe and praise, and those who manifested 
their critical spirits. The miracles always produce 
these two reactions. Miracles prompt a decision: 
accept Jesus or reject Him. 

4. Forgiveness is often related to healing, sometimes 
as a prerequisite. 

Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, would not normally have been drawn 
to Jesus. But, since his daughter was near death, he came and humbled 
himself at Jesus' feet to ask His help.8 As Jesus was going with Jairus to 
minister to the daughter, the report came that she had died. From this point, 
Jesus took with Him only James, John, and Peter, His closest disciples. 
When they got to the house, they found friends and relatives weeping and 
wailing. They laughed at Jesus when He said the girl was just sleeping. He 
kicked  them  all  out,  only  allowing  the father  and mother and  His three 

7 Mat. 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:12-26 
 

8 Mat. 9:18-24, 35-45 par. 
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disciples to go in. He told the girl to get up. She got up and walked. All were 
amazed. Jesus swore them to secrecy and told them to give her something to 
eat. 

Conclusions: 

1. This was one religious leader, whether because of the 
press of circumstances or because of a more open heart, 
who was able to reach out to Jesus and trust Him. 

2. Jesus announced that the girl was just sleeping in order to: 
 

(a) Make it easier for the parents to believe for a healing, 
(b) Minimize the enormity of the miracle, since He 
really did not want overly much publicity, or  
(c) Neutralize the force of unbelief that was being manifested. 

3. Jesus knew that He was approaching a serious bit 
of warfare. He took with Him only His three most 
trusted disciples. He was coming into an uncongenial 
situation with a high concentration of unbelievers and 
probably enemies. 

4. The crowd of friends' and relatives' weeping and carrying 
on did not present a very suitable atmosphere for what 
Jesus wanted to do. 

5. Those three disciples were learning a powerful lesson about 
spiritual warfare. 

6. At this period in history (between the fall and the second 
coming) a major activity of the Kingdom is warfare. 

While Jesus was on His way to Jairus' house, a woman who had had 
a hemorrhage for twelve years touched His garment and was healed. He was 
aware that someone had touched Him and that power had gone out of Him 
for healing. When she admitted she had done it, He said, 'Your faith has 
made you whole." 

Conclusions: 

1. The woman acted in faith when she touched His garment. 
She did not need to make a verbal request for help. 

2. Faith activated the healing power of Jesus even though He 
did not make a conscious move to minister to her. 

3. When He realized what had happened, He commended 
her faith and reassured her about what had happened. 

The blind beggar, Bartimaeus, hearing that Jesus was passing by, 
cried out to Him, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"9 People tried to 
discourage him, but he persisted. When Jesus called him, he threw off his 
mantle and came to Jesus. Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for 
you?" Bartimaeus answered, "Let me receive my sight." Jesus said, "Go 
your way; your faith has made you well." He immediately received his sight 
and followed Jesus. The crowd praised God. 

Conclusions: 

1. The crowd may have been trying to discourage Bartimaeus 
because they thought he was just a worthless beggar and 
should not be troubling Jesus, the Great Healer. 

2. Bartimaeus was not discouraged by the people around him. 
He had a strong determination to seek Jesus' help. Jesus 
responded favorably to this desire, counting it as faith. 

3. When Jesus called him, he threw off his mantle. This may 
signify that he was prepared to throw off his old life as a 
beggar and move into a new and unknown direction. 

4. When Bartimaeus answered, "I want to receive my sight," 
he was making a decision which would move him into an 

9 Mat. 9:27-31; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43 
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entirely different life-style. His begging days were over; he 
would now take responsibility for living a productive life as 
a whole person. 

A dumb demoniac was brought to Jesus.10 Jesus cast out the 
demon and the man spoke. The crowd marveled; but the scribes and 
Pharisees claimed He was doing this by the power of Beelzebul, the prince 
of demons. This gave Jesus an occasion to give an explanation about the 
kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God. He outlined the impossibility of 
Satan casting out demons. He ended by saying, "If it is by the Spirit of God 
that I cast out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you." 

1. Jesus dismissed demons with a word. 

2. As usual, the crowd applauded and the scribes and 
Pharisees uttered contempt. This time the opposition 
went too far, accusing Jesus of doing the miracle by 
satanic power. 

3. This turned out to be a definitive confrontation between 
the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
made it clear that there are just these two kingdoms, 
and that the Kingdom of God is the winner. 

4. Jesus added that speaking against the Holy Spirit was 
the one unforgivable sin. Since this is what the 
scribes and Pharisees had just done, the implication 
was clear. 

5. Jesus clearly identified His deliverance ministry as a 
manifestation of the presence of the Kingdom of God. 

. 

Miracles and the Gospel of the Kingdom 

Jesus relied heavily on the miracles He performed to tell Who He is. 
He taught with His life what people could not understand in words. He 
could do this because He Himself is the Word. 

Whenever Jesus or the Gospel writers made statements 
summarizing Jesus' ministry, they always connected preaching and teaching 
with healing, deliverance, and other miracles. Although most of the miracle 
stones do not make specific reference to the Kingdom, many of the 
summaries do. Jesus called the miracles His "works" and insisted that the 
"works" were a strong confirmation of the words He spoke. 

After the disciples had had opportunity to observe all these miracles, 
Jesus sent them out on their first missionary journey. He had prepared them 
by letting them observe His ministry. Now they were being sent to put into 
practice what they had learned. He instructed them, "Preach as you go, 
saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse lepers, cast out demons." Proclamation of the Kingdom includes 
demonstration of its transforming power. The disciples were being trained to 
do ministry the way they had seen Him do it. 

When John the Baptist in prison sent messengers to inquire of Jesus 
if He really was the Messiah, Jesus answered, "Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them." 

The mighty works of Jesus were intended to bring city-wide 
repentance. He began to upbraid the cities where most of his mighty works 
had been done, because they did not repent. 

Woe to you, Chorazin! woe to you, Bethsaida! for if the 
mighty  works  done  in  you  had  been  done in  Tyre and 

10 Mat 12:22-30, 9:32-34; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:14,15 
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Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. But I tell you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of 
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, 
Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you 
had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day. But I tell you that it shall be more tolerable on the day of 
judgment for the land of Sodom than for you. 11 

Jesus regarded the casting out of demons to be proof of the presence 
of the Kingdom. When the Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons by 
satanic power, He told them, "If it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you."12 

Jesus' kind of ministry, complete with the mighty signs and wonders, 
is a necessary part of the proclamation of the gospel of the Kingdom. 
Without these signs, the proclamation is without demonstration. It is 
hypocritical to proclaim an almighty God Who does not do what He says He 
will, or to proclaim Jesus is alive and unchanging, and that we are His 
body, if we do not manifest His life and ministry. 

We are confronted with the question: Which is harder, to do the 
miracles that Jesus said were signs of the Kingdom, or to meet the moral 
demands of the Sermon on the Mount and Jesus' other teachings on life in the 
Kingdom? Both are impossible for fallen humanity. The Apostle Paul had a 
clear indication of the solution to this problem: 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but  Christ  who  lives  in  me;  and  the  life  I  now  live 

in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved 
me and gave himself for me.13 

With man it is impossible, but all things are possible in Christ. It is 
no longer I that live, but Christ. 

Training for Ministry 

A major aspect of Jesus' ministry was to teach His disciples how to do 
what they had seen Him do. 

Jesus dealt with each situation differently, rather than developing set 
patterns for ministry. 

Both the leper and the blind beggar were social outcasts. The leper 
had a long history of being ostracized as unclean. Although he believed that 
Jesus could heal him, yet he approached Him very timidly, saying, "You can 
heal me if You Want to." Jesus accepted the faith he had and gave him 
encouragement to accept healing. He advised him about the next step: Go 
tell the priest and fulfill the approved procedures. 

Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, had a different approach. Although 
people tried to discourage him, he cried out to Jesus to help him. Jesus 
responded to his boldness, but checked on the extent of transformation 
Bartimaeus was ready for. He asked, "What do you want me to do for you?" 
Bartimaeus gave the answer that would change his life completely, "Let me 
receive my sight." Jesus knew that was the necessary decision in that 
particular case. 

The two raising of the dead miracles examined above were 
performed very differently. In the case of the widow's son at Nain, whom Jesus 
encountered along the road, Jesus merely touched the bier and told 

11 Mat 11:21-24 
12 Mat 12:28 
 

13 Galatians 2:20 
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the man to get up. All Jesus' disciples were present. The crowd that was 
following Him and the crowd in the funeral procession were all present. 

In the case of the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue, Jesus 
eliminated most of His disciples, all the crowd that had been following Him, 
and the mourners. Only the parents and the three disciples, James, John, and 
Peter, were allowed in the house. The difference was the dynamics of the 
situation. At Jairus's place, Jesus was invading the territory of His 
opponents. Jairus may have come to Jesus more out of desperation than 
esteem. Certainly the mourners must have included a high concentration of 
Jesus' opponents who were looking for something to criticize and make an 
issue of. This is evident by the way that they laughed at Him. Jesus knew 
what He was getting into before He got to the house and He knew how to 
deal with the situation. 

Jesus normally expected some level of faith on the part of 
candidates for miracles. The level varied a lot from one person to another. 
Jesus tried to build on and encourage whatever level of faith He found. The 
leper believed that Jesus could heal him. The Roman centurion had 
confidence that Jesus could do the miracle from afar. He also had an insight 
into the operation of the Kingdom. Jairus believed in Jesus enough to come to 
Him at the risk of alienating his peers. The paralytic qualified on the basis of 
his friends' faith. Bartimaeus showed a willingness to accept a new life. 

Jesus clearly distinguished between healing of illnesses and 
deliverance from demonic forces. In the case of the latter, He spoke directly 
to the demons and only spoke to the persons after they had been set free. 

For nature miracles, like stilling storms or withering olive trees, Jesus 
spoke direct words of command. For producing large quantities of food, He 
gave thanks for whatever was available. 

Jesus did not follow a set of standard procedures. He dealt with each 
individual encounter according to the situation and the faith of the people with 
whom He was dealing. 

Redemption 

God is the ruler over all things. He is the King. 
 

He created mankind to rule over all of creation under His 
supervision.14 The rulership was conditioned on total submission to the will of 
God. When mankind became disobedient at the Fall, the rulership was 
lost. Satan became the "prince of this world." Chaos resulted; God 
subjected the whole of creation to futility.15 Sin and suffering became a 
way of life, natural disasters occur. People who are supposed to rule can be 
defeated by circumstances, little germs they cannot even see, their own 
emotions, or the ravages of war. Being out of union with God, they become at 
enmity with each other. 

Redemption became necessary after the Fall. Jesus came to reverse 
all the adverse effects of the Fall, to restore God's order in the universe, to 
bring mankind to a state of spiritual maturity. 

The miracles or "works" of Jesus demonstrate how redemption is to 
be carried out. He demonstrated mankind's rightful authority over the natural 
order by the nature miracles. He demonstrated God's power over sin by 
forgiving men's sins. He demonstrated God's power to restore mankind to 
health by healing all who came to Him. He demonstrated His power to 
combat the forces of the enemy by casting out demons, stilling storms, and 
battling hypocritical religious leaders. 

This ministry of redemption has been entrusted to His followers. 
Jesus spent a major part of His ministry training the first group of 

14 Genesis 1:28-30; Psalm 8:4-8 
15 Romans 8:20 
 



disciples to carry on the redemption process. Redemption of the world has 
become the proper function of the Church. This involves spiritual warfare—
destroying the rulership of Satan and doing the works of Christ. 

After Jesus' ascension, the task of world redemption has been 
entrusted to the Church. The ultimate purpose of the Church is rulership, 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God. This involves the Church in 
conquest. The kingdoms of this world must become the Kingdom of God. 
We are involved in warfare. Doing the works of Christ (that is, performing 
miracles) is necessary to defeat the enemy and establish God's Kingdom. 

Some reasons that miracles are not prominently displayed these days 
include: 

1. Our culture in general, largely with the help of the 
media, has covered up the things the Lord does and 
has discouraged us from looking at miracles as a 
possibility. Our society is post-Enlightenment, post-
deism, and basically post-Christian. 

2. The churches, in general, reflect the prevalent culture 
in which they exist. They, therefore, close their eyes to the 
fact that miracles are a prominent part of Jesus' ministry 
and are integral to the gospel message. They tend to look 
at the miracles as things which happened a long time ago 
but are no longer a part of God's plan. Some even have 
official doctrines to this effect. 

3. While most Christians would be reluctant to say that 
God cannot do miracles, if we were to ask them why, they 
would probably say that He chooses not to. The truth is 
that He cannot or does not because He does not have 
willing instruments. 

4. This leads Christians to put their trust mainly in 
the medical profession, in secular rehabilitation 
programs, or, in some cases, in occult science. 
 

5. The medical profession has learned remarkable 
natural means for correcting a vast range of 
ailments. Further developments occur each week. This 
creates a great optimism that medical science is the new 
miracle and can replace the miracles found in the New 
Testament. 
 

6. Christians, in general, either have not learned to walk in 
the Spirit of God or have not trained themselves to 
listen to God's voice and obey it. 

This is not an all-inclusive list, but it shows that repentance and 
retraining are necessary if we want to return to the New Testament pattern. 

46 The Kingdom Ministry in the Kingdom   47 



CHAPTER 6 

PREPARING THE DISCIPLES FOR THE DENOUEMENT 
 

 

IN THE EARLY STAGES OF JESUS' MINISTRY, GREAT CROWDS came 
together attracted by His miracles. But, as time went on, many disciples 
began to take offence and drift off. The Gospel of John connects this drift 
with Jesus' shocking words about His body and blood.1 The synoptic 
Gospels connect it more with the radical demands He placed on discipleship 
and insistence on repentance. 

A surprisingly large part of the Gospel narrative is devoted to Jesus' 
teaching in preparation for His departure. The suffering, death, and 
resurrection were the most important part of His ministry, because there He 
demonstrated both His sacrificial submissiveness and His total victory. As He 
was preparing to go to His death, He said, "It is time now for me to be 
glorified."2 

Immediately before His first announcement of the Passion, Jesus 
confronted the disciples about His identity. They were able to present 
several the ones that were going around. Peter accurately identified Him as 
"the Christ, the Son of the living God."3 Jesus then swore them to secrecy 
about this matter. Why this call to secrecy? He did not want this reality to be 
treated as a theory or a subject for debate. People were supposed to figure it 
out from the wonderful things He was doing. He wanted the verdict to rest 
primarily upon the reality of His life and works. The ultimate demonstration 
of this reality was His resurrection which validates and gives meaning to all 
the preceding miracles. 

 

On the basis of Peter's confession of Jesus as the Son of God, made 
four momentous pronouncements: 

1. The Church would be established on the basis of that 
reality—the reality of Who Jesus is. He Himself defines the 
nature of the Church. 

2. Jesus would be the Head of the Church, which was to be 
His Body, His manifestation in the world. 

3. Satan's kingdom could in no way hinder the Church and 
God's purposes for the Church. The Church would always 
be victorious in her conflicts with her enemies. She could 
take captivity captive.  She could even invade Satan's 
domain. The gates of hell could not prevail against her. 

4. Disciples would receive the keys to the Kingdom. This 
meant that the disciples and, by extension, the Church 
would have the authority to bind and loose.4 This authority 
is based on His authority to forgive. He was entrusting this 
authority to His first disciples and, by extension, to us.5 In 
a parallel passage, John bases this authority on the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to the disciples.6 The same Spirit that 
operated in Jesus' ministry operates also in us. 

Jesus reaffirmed the transmission of this full authority to the Church at 
the time of His final commission to the disciples: "All authority is mine in 
heaven and earth; go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations."7 The 
"therefore" in this promise only makes sense if His authority and capability was 
being extended to us. 

1 Jn. 6:60-66. 
2 Jn 12:23, 24. 
3 Mt. 16:13-20 
 

4 Mt. 16:19. 
5 Mt. 16:19, 18:18. 
6 Jn. 20:22, 23. 
7 Mt. 28:18, 19a. 
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After the disciples' identification of Who He is, Jesus gave them the 

momentous announcement of His suffering and death. 

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and the 
chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.8 

This announcement was made three times in essentially the same 
words. The disciples could not grasp what He was saying. It was too heavy a 
concept to comprehend before it actually happened, and may not even have 
been grasped until Pentecost. 

After this announcement Jesus began to teach His disciples many 
things in preparation for His departure. 

He spoke about self-denial, and the possibility of sacrificing their lives 
for His sake and the gospel's. He enunciated the principle that they needed to 
lose their lives in order to gain Life. 

He stated that He and the angels would come in the glory of the 
Father to judge all men according to what they have done. The basis of 
judgment is whether their lives have been lived for Him and for the 
Kingdom or for their own purposes and the things of this world.9 

He then stated that some would not taste death before they saw the 
Kingdom coming in power.10 This means that we can expect to know the 
fullness of Kingdom-living in this life. The glory of the Kingdom is available 
to us here and now. This is consonant with John 14:12, which states that he 
who believes in Jesus will do the works that He does and even greater, and 
also with Jesus' prayer reported in John 17 that the glory He had received 
would be given to His disciples. 

             
 The three disciples who were closest to Jesus were privileged to see 

Jesus transfigured on the mountain. They, of course, knew that Jesus went 
up the mountain each morning to pray, but this was the time they were able to 
see what happened there. The glory that was manifest was akin to and much 
greater than the glory with which Moses' face shone when he had been in 
fellowship with God on the mountain.11 

Moses and Elijah showed up and discussed Jesus' soon-coming death 
in Jerusalem. Though Jesus had chosen Peter, James, and John for the task, 
even they were hardly able to handle looking at that much glory. Years 
later, Peter related the profound assurance this had made in his life and in 
speaking the words of the Lord. 

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he 
received honor and glory from God the Father and the voice 
was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased," we heard this 
voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy 
mountain. And we have the prophetic word made more sure. 
You will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shining 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts.12 

Peter knew that the words he spoke were spoken with full authority 
because he had seen Jesus as He is. The prophetic words that Peter spoke 
could enlighten his hearers and readers with a similar daybreak. 

8 Mk. 6:31-33. 
9 Mt. 16:24-28; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 9:23-27. 
10 Mk. 9:1 par. 
 

11 Mt. 17:1-9 par. 
12 2 Peter. 1:16-19 
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              Again, Jesus swore the disciples to secrecy about what they had seen 
until after His resurrection principally because this event could only be 
understood by others in terms of the resurrection of Jesus. 

When Jesus and His three disciples came down the mountain, they 
found the rest of the disciples trying unsuccessfully to cast a demon out of an 
epileptic boy.13 Jesus was somewhat annoyed that the disciples could not cast 
out the demon. He said, "everything is possible to those who believe." This 
implied that He was unimpressed with their faith. They asked Him, "How 
come we weren't able to cast it out?" He replied, "This kind of ministry 
requires prayer." This referred to the kind of prayer that He had just been 
doing on the mountainside. Prayer which enters into the glory of God's 
presence is essential for Jesus' miraculous type of ministry. 

A question arose among the disciples about paying the temple tax. 
By this time, the relationship between Jesus and his disciples with the temple 
authorities was quite strained. On the other hand, if they did not pay the tax, 
the authorities might easily take even more offense at Jesus and His group. 
Jesus chose a miraculous way of dealing with the situation: He told the 
disciples to go catch a fish and take a com out of the fish's mouth to pay the 
tax.14 This trick enabled them to submit to the religious authorities and show 
that Jesus was compliant with the law. After all, He had said that the law was 
going to be fulfilled in the Kingdom. At the same time, He was pointing 
to His supernatural power over all creation. This was kind of a fun way of 
fulfilling the law. 

At this point, the disciples started arguing about which of them 
would be the greatest in the Kingdom.15 This enabled Jesus to go into a 
series of demonstrations of how to achieve greatness in the Kingdom. He took 
a little child and started to teach that one has to become simple like a child to 

 
enter the Kingdom.16 For the next few days, Jesus applied the term "little 
children" to the disciples. 

He predicted dire consequences for anyone who brought these "little 
children" any temptation to sin.17 He even went so far as to condemn any 
body parts that brought temptation, saying, that, if your hand or foot causes 
you to sin, cut it off.18 Whether or not He intended us to take this drastic 
action literally, He certainly had in mind His spiritual Body. Members 
consistently bringing others temptations might have to be cut off from the 
Body. 

Jesus told His disciples a parable about a landowner who hired 
laborers on at different hours during the day but paid them all the same 
amount at the end of the day. He answered some of the early morning ones 
who complained by saying, "I paid you what I promised. Don't I have a right 
to pay the ones who came on later whatever I want?" Two conclusions seem 
obvious. First, at the judgment day, our benefits are not dependent on how long 
we have been following the Lord, but merely that we have been following 
Him. The other conclusion is that the final judgment is His to determine, and 
second-guessing Him is not a worthwhile exercise. 

In the context of concern for all "little ones," Jesus ended His 
instruction to His disciples with some instructions about the fellowship of 
believers and how it is intended to function in unity. 

He spoke first of His Father's concern for all of the little ones. He 
used the analogy of a shepherd going out to rescue a lost sheep and advocated 
this kind of care for the weaker or drifting members of the fellowship. 

He gave instructions for dealing with conflicts in the church: 

13 Mt. 17:14-21; Mk 9:14-29; Lk. 9:37-43a.  
14 Mt. 17:24-27. 
15 Mk. 9:33-37 par. 
 

16 Mt. 17:1-4. 
17 Mt. 18:5-7. 
18 Mt. 18:8, 9. 
 



 

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every word may be confirmed by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to 
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.19 

If churches followed these instructions, many conflicts could be 
resolved and the churches would be free to do the Lord's work. 

Jesus also emphasized the need for unity and agreement in the Body 
of Christ around the name of Jesus. 

If two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.20 

Unity in the fellowship produces effective ministry. Being gathered 
in His Name implies an intimacy of relationship with Him and with His Body 
on earth, which bears the full authority of His Name. It is equivalent to a 
power of attorney. 

A question posed by Peter prompted a teaching on forgiveness.21 Peter 
wondered if a brother should be forgiven seven times. Jesus answered, "Not 
seven but seventy times seven." This has little to do with counting to 490. 
Seven is the number of divine completeness. Seventy times seven makes it 
much more emphatic. Forgiveness needs to be a way of life and unmeasured. 
Forgiveness is supernatural, like everything else that Jesus recommended. 
By natural determination, we can talk forgiveness saying, "It's okay. 

 
It doesn't matter." But it does matter and we are not likely to forget. God's 
kind of forgiveness acknowledges that it does matter greatly, but that, through 
love, the hurt can be transformed into a closer relationship and a deeper 
love. Jesus authorized His disciples to bind and loose. Forgiveness looses; 
unforgiveness binds. 

Speaking on the subject of forgiveness, Jesus told the parable of the 
unforgiving servant. He started out with the words: "The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants." He 
then proceeded to speak of a deeply indebted servant who received 
forgiveness of his debts, but refused to forgive the debts of a fellow servant. 
When his boss found out about it, he was very angry and threw the 
unforgiving servant in prison.22 The obvious point of this parable is that God 
is violently opposed to people who fail to forgive one another. Jesus said as 
much right after giving them the Lord's Prayer. Since that prayer is 
essentially a prayer for the coming of the Kingdom, forgiveness must be an 
essential element of Kingdom living. 

In this time apart with His disciples, Jesus gave them a closer 
revelation of Who He really is, deepened their understanding of the 
Kingdom, and strengthened and directed them to be able to continue His 
ministry. He also began to instruct them in the operation of the Church as 
His Body on earth in the years ahead. 

The Church 

God called Abraham to be the forefather of a great nation which would 
be a blessing to all the nations of the world. When God's people lost their 
enthusiasm for His call, He always found a remnant who really wanted to 
accept and follow His call. When the Israelite nation as a whole went astray, 
He chose the tribe of Levi to be His priests. By Jesus' day, the priesthood, in 
general,  had  become  proud,  self-protecting,  and  self-aggrandizing.  Jesus 
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 chose a small, miscellaneous group of willing people with whom He could 
share His redemptive purposes. 

He trained them in the basics of Kingdom living and ministry. He 
taught them to live in community with humble, self-sacrificing love. He taught 
them how to minister to the poor and needy, the sick, those possessed by 
demonic forces, the lost and confused. He showed His disciples bold, 
imaginative ways to confront the proud and self-satisfied, and how to take 
authority over the forces of nature. 

Towards the end of His earthly ministry, He found the 
opportunity to be alone with His disciples to prepare them for His departure 
and to continue His ministry. 

He told them that the Church would come into being after His 
departure with the understanding that His first disciples would be the 
beginning of it. 

He gave no instructions about the women's guild, rummage sales, 
the corporate structure of the Church, or even which day services should be 
held. But He did make it clear that they were to pick up Abraham's mission 
to the whole world. They were to continue the ministry He had begun, 
doing works like those He had been teaching them to do, and even greater. 

He gave them some practical instructions about the functioning of the 
church: how to deal with sin, how to forgive, how to settle disagreements, the 
importance of being childlike—teachable, intuitive, and malleable. 

He told them that it was necessary for Him to go away so that the 
Holy Spirit could come to them and be His replacement to lead them into 
all truth and to enable them to be His witnesses and do His works. 

 

He revealed Himself transfigured on the mountain top so that 
they could know His glory and the depth of fellowship with the Father 
that could enable them to do His works. 
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CHAPTER 7 

CONFLICTS AND CONFRONTATIONS 

 

 

AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS MINISTRY, MUCH OF JESUS' EFFORT was 
directed towards teaching His disciples the basics of Kingdom life and 
ministry. As time went on, He became increasingly occupied with the 
conflicts with scribes and Pharisees. From the beginning, the proclamation 
of the Good News and the miraculous events that accompanied it drew 
crowds to hear and observe, and also transformed Jesus' disciples into His 
kind of people. But these same signs and wonders also gave rise to serious 
conflicts and controversies, primarily with the Jewish religious leaders. Jesus 
was clearly a threat to their position and comfort as well as their 
preconceived notions. Jesus teaching on the Kingdom was not only 
revolutionary, but threatening to their way of life. 

Confrontation with scribes and Pharisees began in Capernaum early 
in Jesus' ministry. When four friends let a paralytic down through the roof in 
front of Him, Jesus said, "Your sins are forgiven." The scribes and 
Pharisees recognized this as blasphemy because they knew that only God can 
forgive sins (and they did not believe that Jesus was God). Jesus confused the 
issue for them by healing the paralytic and explaining that the healing was 
proof of His authority to forgive sins. He further linked forgiveness and healing 
by asking, "Which is easier to say 'Your sins are forgiven' or 'Get up and 
walk'?"1 That did not answer the Pharisee's accusation to their satisfaction, 
largely because they did not believe Who He was or that He had been sent 
by God. 

 
Breaking the Rules 

Jesus and His disciples got into much trouble by doing things on the 
Sabbath. The Pharisees got on His case because His disciples plucked 
heads of grain on Saturday. They were hungry from walking a long 
distance (which was also against the rules). Jesus healed a withered hand 
in the synagogue on the Sabbath.3 Apparently the Pharisees thought it 
appropriate to talk on Saturday in the synagogue, but not to offer practical 
help. They apparently held the strange notion (shared by many Christians 
today) that teaching must be done by lecture method, not by miraculous 
demonstration. In another synagogue where Jesus was preaching, He healed a 
woman who had been bent over for eighteen years.4 One Sabbath at dinner 
at a Pharisee's house, He healed a man with dropsy. That was bad enough 
from the Pharisee's point of view. But then Jesus probably offended every one 
present with the words He spoke to His host: 

When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich neighbors, 
lest they also invite you in return, and you be repaid. But when 
you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you. 5 

Jesus has never learned to be politically correct. 

The blind man who got healed on the Sabbath was severely 
persecuted by the rulers of the synagogue for carrying his bed on the Sabbath 
and for claiming that Jesus was sent from God.6 
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It almost seems as though Jesus went out of His way to do things on 

the Sabbath day to bait the Pharisees; or are His Sabbath day activities 
mentioned so much because so big an issue was made of it? Jesus may have 
welcomed the controversy because it gave Him an opportunity to give a 
broader, less legalistic view of the Sabbath. He wanted to teach that 
meeting human need is more important than adherence to strict rules; inner 
intentions of the heart are more important than outward observance. The 
writer of the Letter to the Hebrews gives us a profound insight into the new 
meaning of the Sabbath by saying that the Sabbath rest of the Christians is 
an every-day experience in which they have ceased from their own labors 
and do only what God tells them to, just as Jesus said and did only the will 
of His heavenly Father. 7 

When the Pharisees made an issue about the ceremonial washing 
of hands before eating, Jesus gave a teaching about their hypocritical ways 
of neglecting the commandments of God for the traditions of men. He also 
spoke against preoccupation with strict dietary observances by saying that 
nothing that goes into a person from outside defiles him, but rather the words 
that come out of his mouth. 

For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, 
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, 
deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness.8 

Jesus told His disciples that they should beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees. He was not talking about leaven in bread, but the teaching of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, which worked insidiously in people's hearts and 
minds to shut them off from hearing the gospel of the Kingdom. 

 
The Pharisees accused Him of casting out demons by 

Beelzebub, the prince of demons.9 This enabled Jesus to give an extended 
teaching on the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God. He stated that 
there are just two kingdoms: the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God 
and the two are at war.10 It was obvious to Him, but not to the Pharisees, 
that Jesus represented the Kingdom of God and so the Pharisees must be 
representing the other kingdom. 

Jesus also spoke of the great danger of speaking against the Holy Spirit 
and calling the work of the Spirit a work of Satan. He defined that as the 
unforgivable sin. Since they had just done that, they did not like the teaching. 

Violent  Acts   

When Jesus and His disciples headed for Jerusalem for the last time, 
the controversy escalated. The chief priests and scribes were out to get Him. 
He spent a great deal of His time and effort confronting them. 

Jesus defied the Jewish authorities by His triumphal entry into the 
city amid the praises of the crowds.11 The authorities completely missed the 
point of what was happening because of their jealousy of the adulation He 
was getting. Actually, it was a very unusual kind of "triumphal march," 
since He was riding a donkey. A donkey is a lowly beast of burden; Jesus 
was making a show of His humility and of the unusual nature of His 
Kingship by riding one. This was kind of a secret victory: though the donkey 
had never been ridden before, it submitted willingly to the task (not 
characteristic behavior for donkeys). Jesus was quietly demonstrating His 
redemptive power. The crowds responded to Jesus' humility and His 
redemptive  life  by  paving  His  route  with  palm  branches  and their own 
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clothing. At least, for that moment, they must have sensed some of the 
deeper meaning of what was happening. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was a 
profound statement of the full meaning of the Kingdom. All heaven and 
earth rejoiced that day, joining with the crowds: "Behold, our King comes 
to us riding on a donkey! Hosanna in the highest." 

Jesus made a powerful statement by cursing the fig tree that was not 
producing fruit.12 This provided a vivid teaching to His disciples about 
exercising faith over nature. It also spoke of bearing the supernatural 
kind of fruit that resulted from Jesus' ministry and hinted at how far the 
opposition fell short of fulfilling their divine purpose by not producing that 
kind of fruit. 

Jesus went on a rampage in the temple, overturning tables and setting 
the pigeons loose.13 The court of the Gentiles was intended to be a place 
where foreigners could come to be introduced to the true religion, a place of 
prayer for all nations. God had intended the Jewish nation to be a light to the 
Gentiles to bring redemption to the whole world; but, instead, they had made 
the court of the Gentiles a place of commerce to line their own pockets. Jesus 
clearly saw this as an affront to the worship and the purposes of God. He felt 
that all praise, worship, and obedience should be directed to God and not to 
human leaders nor predicated on financial gain. 

The chief priests and scribes could not decide whether they were more 
angry because of the disruption of their lucrative business or because of the 
little children who were crying out, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" These 
children were either imitating the shouts they had heard along the road when 
Jesus rode the donkey, or they were somehow perceiving in their souls the 
deep meaning of what Jesus was doing and the relationship of this cleansing 
of the temple with the triumphal entry. 

 
This illustrates Jesus' contention that children can have a special 
relationship to the Kingdom. 

All of these confrontations gave Jesus marvelous opportunities to teach 
profound truths about the Kingdom and the radical nature of it. However, 
they greatly increased the determination of the chief priests and scribes to 
find a way to kill Jesus.14 Their deterrent was that the multitudes thought His 
teaching and His miracles were great. 15 

When the Lord Jesus makes His entrance into any city at any time, 
an irresistible cleansing takes place. Things which have been perverted are 
suddenly rededicated to their rightful purpose. A challenge is presented. The 
King has come into His domain. The Kingdom is being established by 
violence. The warfare of good and evil has been joined. This scenario is being 
played out in many cities around the world today. 

We can learn much from observing, comparing, and contrasting the 
times when Jesus was gentle and compassionate and the times when He was 
violent and confrontive. Obviously both are characteristics of living out the 
Kingdom in a fallen world. The trick for us is to know when to manifest one 
or the other and how to do it rightly. This requires very careful attention to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Verbal Sparring 

When the chief priests and scribes tried to trap Jesus with loaded 
questions, He gave them smart answers or used their own methods of 
twisting scripture to confound them. He also came up with return questions 
or statements designed to get His opponents confused or into trouble with the 
people. 
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When the chief priests and scribes questioned His authority, He 
countered them with a question about John the Baptist that they did not dare 
to answer for fear of the crowds. 16 

The chief priests and the scribes said to him, "By what 
authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this 
authority to do them?" Jesus said to them, "I will ask you a 
question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I 
do these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven or 
from men? Answer me." And they argued with one another, 
"If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 'Why then did you not 
believe him?' But shall we say, 'From men'?"—they were 
afraid of the people, for all held that John was a real 
prophet. So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And 
Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I do these things." 17 

The Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, 
gave an example of a man who had had several wives. Then they asked which 
one would be his wife after the resurrection. They thought this would trap 
Him, but He said that at the resurrection people would neither marry nor be 
given in marriage. He then gave a tricky exegesis of scripture by saying, 

As for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what 
was said to you by God, 'I am the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not God of 
the dead, but of the living. 18 

The Sadducees did not know what to say. 

 

Then the Pharisees decided to give it a try. They asked Jesus about 
the greatest commandment in the law. They suspected Him of being a little 
loose with the law. They were looking for an answer that would satisfy their 
legalistic minds and maybe give them something with which to accuse Him. 
Jesus answered them, 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it, You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 19 

This was a very safe biblical statement, which they could not deny. But, since 
they were at that very moment being consumed by hatred, it must have made 
them uncomfortable. 

When asked about paying tribute to Caesar, He had them inspect 
the inscription on the com and concluded that they should "render to 
Caesar what is his and to God what is His." 20 

Jesus then handed them a trick question, "What do you think of the 
Christ? Whose son is he?" The Pharisees answered Him, "He is the son of 
David." Then came the tricky use of Psalm 110. He asked them, 

"How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him 
Lord, saying, 

The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, till I 
put thine enemies under thy feet? 
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If David thus calls him Lord, how is he his son?" And no 
one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did 
any one dare to ask him any more questions.21 

Jesus must have had fun messing with the heads of the religious 
leaders. All these encounters gave Him opportunities to foil attempts to trap 
Him and to outwit His opponents, but, more importantly, to sneak in some 
teaching on very important points. Ultimately, the religious leaders had to 
give up trying to heckle Him and had to rely entirely on planning His death. 

Confrontational Parables 

Jesus attacked the religious leaders with parables warning them that 
they would be excluded from the Kingdom of God, and that the Kingdom 
would be opened to others. 

He told of a householder who left his vineyard and winepress to 
tenants and went away.22 Then he sent his servants and finally his son to 
collect his share of the fruit. These emissaries got beaten up and killed. 
Jesus ended with the question: "What will the owner do?" to which the 
obvious answer was, "He will come and destroy those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others." The chief priests and scribes could not miss the 
application of this parable to themselves. They probably gathered that He 
knew what they were scheming. This did not improve their feelings about 
Jesus. 

Another parable was about the marriage feast that a king gave for 
his son.23 When the invited guests did not show up, the king was angry and 
scraped up some other guests off the streets.  When one of the guests did not 

 
put on a wedding garment (which was provided by the host), the host was 
angry and had this guest bound and thrown into outer darkness. The chief 
priests and scribes did not take this parable kindly either. 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they perceived that he was speaking about them. But when 
they tried to arrest him, they feared the multitudes because 
they held him to be a prophet. 24 

Finally Jesus delivered a long public condemnation of scribes and 
Pharisees, citing their desires for high position, fancy clothes, and public 
acclaim, their hypocrisy in observing ceremonial detail but neglecting the 
spirit of the Law. 25 He did not hesitate to call them names – "white-
washed tombs," "brood of vipers." 

The Last Straw 

Jesus' ultimate defiance of the religious leaders was the raising of 
Lazarus. Of course, Jesus did not regard this as defiance. From His point of 
view, it was an act of love for His friends and a statement about His ability to 
overcome death. But the religious leaders knew they had to get rid of Him 
(and Lazarus) because too many people were siding with Jesus. 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what he did, believed in him; but some of them went 
to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. So the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council, and 
said, "What are we to do? For this man performs many 
signs. If we let him go on thus, every one will believe in him, 
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and the Romans will come and destroy both our holy place 
and our nation. 26 

When the council had persuaded themselves that Jesus' ministry was a 
threat to the security of the nation (and not just their own egos), Caiaphas, the 
high priest, inadvertently spoke a prophecy with meaning he did not intend. 

"It is expedient for you that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation should not perish." He did 
not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year 
he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, and not 
for the nation only, but to gather into one the children of 
God who are scattered abroad. So from that day on they took 
counsel how to put him to death. 27 

An important part of the proclamation of the gospel is 
confrontation with evil. Christ was at war with the forces of darkness and their 
propagators. The religious leaders should have been on His side, but He 
knew that they were not. Their pride of authority and position were in direct 
opposition to His insistence on humility and submission. They were firmly 
entrenched in pride and hypocrisy, opposing the purposes for which God 
had intended them, and leading many people astray, teaching them to reject 
God's redemption. 

Drastic means were needed to counteract their wrong teaching and 
influence. Jesus confronted the religious leaders partly by confusing their rigid 
minds with hard questions and innovative use of scripture. This often 
bordered on ridicule; but it was obvious that He had very serious intentions. 
He  wanted  to  present  them  with  as  clear  and  forceful  a  presentation  as 
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possible of Who He was, what He represented, and what choices they were 
making. 

The crowds were very unstable and easily swayed. Jesus also used 
these conflicts to teach His disciples and the crowds that followed Him some 
very powerful understandings. They needed to know clearly what the choices 
were, that those who were not for Him were against Him. They needed to 
recognize Jesus not only as compassionate healer and deliverer, but also as 
the Lord of creation, the appointed King over all the earth. 

All of these confrontations help to define the spiritual warfare that 
goes on to this day between Christ and His true followers with the secular, 
fallen world both in society as a whole and more specifically in the 
secularized churches. 
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CHAPTER 8 

LIVING IN THE KINGDOM 

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH US? 

Life in the Kingdom of God is totally different from the 
unredeemed life. In His chat with Nicodemus, Jesus used the image of being 
born anew or born from above. He stated that in order to enter the Kingdom of 
God one must be born of water and the Spirit. Rebirth by water is linked to 
water baptism, in which the power of sin is broken. We are buried with Christ, 
and raised to a new life. 1 All things become new. We see things differently. 
Our whole direction and orientation change. We share God's objectives and 
follow His ways. 

Living in the Kingdom has to be developed in close continuous 
fellowship with Jesus. It is the force of His personality that brings us into the 
Kingdom as He meets us every day and every hour, enfolding us in His love, 
sharing His life with us, teaching us His ways, giving us things to say and do, 
showing us His works, manifesting His glory. 

John the Baptizer had advertised that Jesus would baptize in the Holy 
Spirit. This was confirmed by Jesus in His discussion with Nicodemus: "To 
enter into the Kingdom you must be born of water and the Spirit." 2 Jesus 
received His baptism in the Spirit at the Jordan River right after His baptism 
in water. The Church received the baptism in the Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost. We receive the Holy Spirit as a part of our rebirth. Our new life in 
the Holy Spirit is essential for our Christian walk. Paul stated that those who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 3 He also stated the reverse: 

 
 
"If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to 
Christ."4 The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives is necessary for 
hearing accurately the instructions of God. It is only through the Holy Spirit 
that we are able, like Christ, to speak the words of God and do the works of 
God. 

The righteousness of citizens of the Kingdom of God is 
impeccable. This kind of sanctified living is not in any way attainable by our 
own efforts. No one ever succeeded in sanctifying himself. Sanctification 
is a work of the Holy Spirit. 

From the very beginning, Jesus established with His first disciples 
the principle of instant obedience. When He found a likely candidate for 
discipleship, He said simply, "Follow Me." Men dropped their fishnets or left 
their tax collecting tables and followed immediately. In the case of those 
who made excuses and said they had to do something else first, Jesus 
passed them by. He said that anyone who looks back is not fit for the 
Kingdom. 5 

Later writers, notably Paul, have used the image of the human body 
to describe God's people. Jesus is the head, and we are the members. In a 
human body, the members do not form committees to decide how and when 
the members will move and how they can cooperate. When my head tells 
my arm to raise up, it happens instantly with no consultation with other 
members and no delay. This must become the pattern for Kingdom living. 
Submission and discipline are sudden and total. The first disciples 
undoubtedly followed the call of Jesus because of His personal presence and 
authority. We are expected to respond on the same basis. 
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Life in the Kingdom is demanding. We are expected to produce good results 
like the fruit of Jesus' ministry—healing the sick, casting out demons, 
proclaiming the Kingdom. None of the things God asks us to do are things 
that we can do. They are all impossible by human effort. They can only be 
achieved by the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit in us and through us. 

We have to come into the Kingdom with a total commitment to Jesus 
and His purposes. We are called to love Jesus more than family and friends, 
houses and lands, honor and respect, worldly possessions, or old habits. We 
have to be prepared to receive persecution and hardship for Jesus' sake 
and the gospel. 

Jesus assured us that if we make the Kingdom our one important 
focus, we need not be greatly concerned about more basic needs like food, 
clothing, and the like. He will provide all that we need and more.6 
Particularly in the hard times, we will see His help and provision in 
marvelous ways that we could never even dream of. We will be enfolded in 
Jesus' love. We will see His miraculous works. We will have exciting new 
experiences. We will know His glory in an ever-increasing manifestation. 7 

When the three disciples joined Jesus on the mountain at His time 
with the Father, they learned the relationship between that depth of prayer 
and communion in the glory with the ministry He did in the valleys. 

The Church 

Life in the Kingdom involves membership in the body of Christ. The 
Church is not identical to the Kingdom, but is intended to promote the 
Kingdom. We are all baptized by the Holy Spirit into the one Body 

 
 
of Christ. 8 Even when many small groups meet in separate places, we need 
to be aware of our unity in Him. The Church needs to function together and 
will have to get rid of its disunity before Jesus comes again. 

Jesus did not lay out for us a plan of church organization or polity. 
But He did give explicit instructions for certain aspects of the Church's life 
and ministry. He gave instruction for dealing with disagreements. He spoke 
very emphatically about the danger of causing temptation to any member of 
the Church. 

He spoke about the need for forgiving one another. He gave the 
Church the authority and the instruction to bind and loose, that is, to forgive 
or not to forgive.9 He calls this binding and loosing10 because failure to 
forgive others their faults may put them into bondage to a bad habit or pattern 
that repeats itself. It also puts us in bondage because it establishes in us a 
pattern of unforgiveness and meanness and may often cause us to do the thing 
for which we have not forgiven another. Unforgiveness is also a handy way 
to lose friends. 

Forgiveness, on the contrary, liberates both ourselves and the people 
we forgive. 

The parable about the good Samaritan speaks to us as God's people 
about neighborliness and compassion for others.11 Churches need to learn to 
follow Jesus' example in reaching out to the lost and suffering with a 
compassion that acts supernaturally to bring help and redemption. 

As the Church is concerned with the promotion of the Kingdom, it 
must certainly be involved in spiritual warfare. Much of Jesus' ministry was in 
this category. He stated that people would enter the Kingdom violently. This 
refers first to the radical change that takes place in the life 
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of a new believer and the violence that is done to the old patterns in his life. It 
also refers to the life of warfare into which that new Christian enters. 12 In 
many parts of the world today Christians are being heavily persecuted. Many 
are being killed for their faith. Many are doing this bravely, as did Stephen, 
the first martyr. They are making the ultimate witness by facing death 
gladly for their Lord. For this reason, the Church is growing mightily in 
the places where there is the most persecution. All this can happen here. 

Jesus delivered people who were bound by evil spirits. He combated 
very violently those who were causing temptations to others or hindering the 
proclamation of the gospel. Clear discernment is absolutely essential for us 
when we get involved in spiritual warfare. The real enemy is usually not 
people, but our spiritual foe. We have to be absolutely sure, when we have 
to combat other people, that we are following the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and not our own annoyances. When we find people attacking us or hindering 
our ministry, it is usually best if we do not retaliate unless the Holy Spirit 
clearly gives us a creative way to do it. After all, it is not really our 
ministry but His. People who hinder God's purposes are susceptible to His 
vengeance. If we leave the situation alone, He will deal with them in the 
way He thinks best. 

Jesus linked doing works like His with our exercise of faith. He taught 
that faith would enable His disciples to still storms, provide food in abundance, 
curse unproductive fig trees, move mountains around, heal sick people, discern 
people's real needs, raise dead ones, deliver addicts and people who are into 
witchcraft, and proclaim the gospel powerfully and effectively. 

The Church is given authority over all people and all things. God's 
authority is given to us as sons of the Kingdom. We are called to rule over 
principalities and powers  (spiritual forces in the universe),  natural forces 

 
 
and ultimately the nations of the world. We are given power and authority to 
change lives and to perform the works of God. All of this is contingent on 
our walking in the Spirit. 

God is in charge here. He is the King. He is establishing his rule 
over everyone and everything. At creation, mankind was put in charge of all 
of God's works. 13 The condition was that mankind had to be under God's 
authority. When the fall occurred, mankind's authority was lost. This got 
everything messed up. The redemption that came through Jesus Christ was 
the restoration of that authority to mankind. Jesus demonstrated that 
authority and taught the disciples to exercise it. The authority was entrusted 
to the Body of Christ. The advancement of the Kingdom of God is 
dependent upon our learning Kingdom principles and putting them into 
practice in our own lives and the life of the Church. When this happens, the 
Church will be brought into unity and the nations of the world will become 
the Kingdom of God and of His Christ. 

Hastening the Coming of the Kingdom 
 

Two very powerful means of hastening the fulfillment of the 
Kingdom of God are: the Lord's Prayer and the Holy Communion. 

When the disciples asked Jesus how they should pray, He gave them 
a quite simple but immeasurably powerful prayer for the establishment of 
God's Kingdom. Much of the power of this prayer has been dissipated 
because it has been reduced to a routine exercise for most Christians. If we 
were to realize the enormity of what we are saying, the results would be earth-
shaking. 

Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
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This is a corporate prayer—"Our Father." Whenever we pray it, there are 
millions of others around the world joining us in the prayer. Such unity in 
prayer, if taken seriously, can bring us all into the unity of the one Body of 
Christ and bring the nations into His dominion. 

The words, "Your Kingdom come, Your will be done," are in fact 
much more than a prayer. They are a proclamation. The verbs are in the 
imperative. They have the force of commands. God has told us to command 
the works of His hand. Jesus did most of His works by a word of command. 
The coming of the Kingdom and the doing of His will are the most important 
works of God. The proclamation of these words constitutes prophetic 
utterance which can produce the thing of which it speaks. 

This demand for the coming of the Kingdom is not just a hope for a 
remote future. The Kingdom came into this world with the coming of Jesus. It 
is to be continued through the lives of His followers. The Kingdom is both a 
present reality and a future consummation. 

When we realize the force of these words, we will find our lives 
transformed and brought into conformity to His perfect will. We will find 
His Kingdom to be a consuming passion in our lives and ultimately in the 
world. 

At the last supper with His disciples in the upper room in 
Jerusalem, Jesus instituted the Communion of His Body and Blood. He 
identified the bread He broke and the cup He blessed as His Body and 
Blood. He also identified these as sure promises of the coming of the 
Kingdom. 

He said to the disciples, 

"I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer; for I tell you I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in 
the kingdom of God." And he took the cup, and when he had  
given  thanks  he said,  "Take this,  and divide  it  among  

 
yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I shall not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God." 14 

He then made this promise to the disciples: 

You are those who have continued with me in my trials; and I 
assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that 
you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. 15 

At each celebration of the Holy Communion, we are 
experiencing life in the Kingdom. We are eating and drinking with Him in 
His Kingdom. We are making a most powerful intercession for the complete 
establishment of the Kingdom throughout the earth. We are uniting 
ourselves with His death and Resurrection and receiving His guarantee of 
the coming of His perfect Kingdom on earth. 

Our prayer for the coming of the Kingdom is both a present reality 
and a future hope. The Kingdom has been present on earth beginning with 
Jesus' ministry in Galilee. We participate in Kingdom living when we have 
accepted Jesus' call. As the Church of God, we live the life of the Kingdom as 
we pray and celebrate the Sacraments. As we do the works of Jesus day by 
day, we see the Kingdom unfold and spread and fill the earth with the glory 
of God. We confidently hope for the magnificent, total fulfillment of the 
Kingdom in the reign of Christ and His saints on earth at His coming. 
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14 Lk. 22:15-18. 
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CHAPTER 9 

THE KINGDOM COMING IN 
 
 
 
 
THE TIME IS FAST APPROACHING WHEN WE WILL EXPERIENCE A full 
manifestation of the glory of God and the fulness of His reign in power. 

Jesus told His disciples, in the hearing of a larger group of 

  There are some standing here who  
will not taste death before they see  
the kingdom of God come with power. 1 

This amazing statement is quoted in all three of the synoptic Gospels 
and is immediately followed by the account of Jesus' transfiguration on 
the mountain; and then, upon the descent from the mountain, the healing of 
the epileptic boy. This series of events presents a two-fold promise: the 
promise of entering into the glory of God and that of knowing the power of 
the Kingdom in its fullness. 

The transfiguration of Jesus represents a partial fulfillment of the first 
part of this promise: the manifestation of God's glory. Jesus here is presented 
as Who He really is—the King of glory, dazzlingly bright and radiant with 
the glory of the Father. 

On His descent from the mountain, Jesus was confronted with an 
epileptic boy who had been brought to the disciples for healing. Jesus' ability to 
set him free, when the disciples could not, was a manifestation of the power 
and authority of the Kingdom. This represented a partial fulfillment of the 
second part of the promise. 

 
Both the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain and the 

manifestation of the power of His Kingship were linked with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. As Jesus prepared to go to His death in Jerusalem, He 
said, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified."2 The 
sacrifice of Christ as well as His resurrection are manifestations of the 
Kingdom. Jesus also said, "I have authority to lay down My life, and 
authority to take it up again."3 

Although the promise was made publicly, only three of Jesus' closest 
disciples were chosen for the ascent of the mountain. Even they were not able 
fully to look upon the transfigured Jesus because they were overwhelmed by 
fear. The sight was more than they could take. In fact, Jesus knew that no one 
then living would be able to comprehend the momentous revelation given on 
the mountain, because He told the disciples not to speak of what they had 
experienced until after His resurrection. 

The glory and the manifestation of the Kingdom in power are the 
inheritance of those who know the death and the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. They have died with Christ and have risen with Him. They know the 
suffering of His Cross that they may know the joy of His resurrection. 

The death and the resurrection of Jesus are the key to seeing His glory. 
For those who have entered into the resurrection life of Jesus, not only is it 
possible to look on the glory, but to share in that glory. In Jesus' High Priestly 
Prayer recorded in John 17, Jesus prayed for us that we would be one with 
Him in His glorification. In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul affirms that: 

The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled 

people:

2 Jn. 12:23. 
3 Jn. 10:18. 1 Mt. 16:28; Mk. 9:1; Lk 9:27. 

  



 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into 
His likeness from one degree of glory to another. 4 

The Greek word metamorphoometha, which is here translated 
changed,    is from the same root as that used in the Matthian and 
Marcian accounts of Jesus' transfiguration where it is translated 
"transfigured." 

Now, as then, the Lord chooses those who are living in the closest 
possible relationship with Him to receive the manifestation of His glory. These 
are allowed to enter with Jesus into the most intimate fellowship with His 
heavenly Father. What could not be fully grasped by those three disciples on 
the mountain is available to those who know experientially His resurrection 
life. 

The time is here for the Lord to bring us fully into His presence on 
His Holy Mountain to behold the King in His glory and to be transformed 
into His likeness. 

Experiencing the Kingdom in power is contingent upon prayer and 
faith, when the disciples asked Jesus why they could not deliver the epileptic 
boy, He stressed the need for prayer. He no doubt referred to the kind of 
prayer that three of His disciples had just seen Him do on the mountain. 
Entrance into the presence of the glory of God on the Mountain is a 
prerequisite for the manifestation of His power in the valley. 

Jesus chided the disciples for their inadequate faith. Faith to 
minister in the power of the Spirit requires a close enough relationship with 
Him so that we can hear His specific instructions in every situation and then 
say and do exactly what He tells us. John quoted Jesus as saying that, if we 
ask anything according to His will, He will do it. Hearing instructions is the 
prerequisite. Obedience is faith in action. 

 
Clearly, Jesus' promises of seeing the glory and the manifestation of the 

Kingdom in power are available for us now and not just for the time when 
they were given nor are they for some remote time in the future. 

This is the hour for which the whole creation groans as in travail, 
awaiting the manifestation of the sons of God. 5 Who are the sons of God? 
Jesus, the pattern Son, was made perfect through suffering that He might 
bring many sons to glory. 6 All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. 7 The manifest sons of God are those who have come into God's 
presence on His Holy Mountain. They have entered into His glory and have 
gone out into the world to manifest that glory. Christ is living His life through 
them. They are wholly sanctified, totally committed to God and His purposes. 
They are fully equipped for the warfare of these last days. They will show 
forth the resurrection power of the Lord Jesus. 

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in 
festal gathering, and to the assembly of the first-born who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God of all, and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks 
more graciously than the blood of Abel. 

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe; for our God is a 
consuming fire. 8 
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5 Rom. 8:18-23. 
6 Heb. 2:10. 
7 Rom. 8:14. 
8 Heb. 12:22-25, 28, 29. 

4 2 Cor. 3:17-18b. 
 



 

 

 

 

The Lord, is calling us to go up His Holy Mountain with 
Jesus to gaze with unveiled face upon His glory, to enter 
into His glorious presence, to be clothed with glory as 
Jesus was. From there, we will descend into the valleys 
and deserts of the world to manifest His glory, and to 
minister the love and the power of Jesus for the 
restoration and fulfilment of His purposes in this earth.   

How will we respond to God's call in this hour? 
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