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Indonesia Report – Interim Analysis: 

The Wonderful Works of the Spirit 
BY EDWIN BROWNELL STUBE 

Overseas Mission Review 

FEB 13, 1968. Vol. XIII No.2 Epiphany 1968 

 

Preface 

The following is the text of an article that was submitted to the “Overseas Mission Review” and appeared 
in Volume 13, number 2, Epiphany, 1968. I noticed a reference to it in an early 1970’s newsletter and was 
determined to track it down. This was not easy since there were only a few Google entries for “Overseas 
Mission Review” and none at all that told me where the archive of journals may have been moved to.  

The content of this report is basically mission evangelism stories that were no more than a year old. Some 
were literally happening as he wrote the report.  

It is possible that this is the only article Edwin Stube submitted to an official journal, so for that reason 
alone it makes a valuable contribution to this archive collection. Unfortunately the PDF sent to me was of 
very bad quality, so it is reformatted here for your enjoyment. 

Ps. Spencer 

 

The Wonderful Works of the Spirit 

Father Stube was born in New Jersey in 1922, educated at Exeter, Williams College, the 
New England Music Conservatory, the Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. He went to Indonesia after serving churches in Montana. He says "the 
mission of the Church has always been more clear when there are new beginnings than in 
the later, more developed stages," and writes this report from the standpoint one who, 
while "wanting it to sound discreetly Anglican, because I still think of myself as an Anglo-
Catholic," is deeply interested in some of the more radical implications of the dialogue 
started by Roland Allen." While admitting that to some readers what he reports here may 
sound "far out," he wonders whether "maybe we are just applying Catholic theology . . . We 
overcome demonic power in the power of the Name of Jesus . . . Every day here we see His 
power and His love in practice . . . We know that we have become His Body because we do 
His works and continue His ministry." 

WHEN I CAME to Indonesia in January 1965, I was clear about the Lord's call on my life to work here, 
and about my desire to learn the work of the missionary and evangelist under the direct guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. I had formerly worked in large meetings of the "evangelistic service" or preaching mission 
type. These meetings are good for the ego of the preacher because he sees large numbers of people and he 
can usually see quite a lot of visible and immediate results. But I also know that in this area of the world at 
least, these results are mostly unreal or at best temporary. People respond not because they really want to 
follow the Lord, but because of politeness, or just because they like to be prayed for by the foreign 
evangelist. I am not against this method. Jesus talked to the multitudes with good effect. I always enjoy the 
exhilaration of preaching to a vast number of people in the church or in the open field. But this method is 
too slow and too unsure. 

I have also seen much of the organized Church method. We make in a foreign country an exact replica of 
our Episcopal Church (or Presbyterian, or Roman Catholic, or Pentecostal church) back home. We build a 
church building and decorate it like the building back home. We translate our liturgy into the vernacular. 
We gather people together and begin teaching our customs. We teach the women if possible to wear hats 
like the ones in Cincinnati. We get vernacular words for all the hymns we loved to sing back home. The 
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people get a smattering of western custom and a smattering of Christian teaching, and once in a while, we 
get a new member. I am certainly not against church and most of the western patterns are not so bad. This 
method has more stability than the above, but maybe less outreach. The real trouble is that it is too slow. 
The other religions are expanding faster than that. 

Maybe God has a better way than these traditional ones. 

I came here, and began language study, and began to pray for the Lord's guidance. 

After a few months the Lord gathered a little group of young men who had a desire to learn evangelism. I 
wanted to learn too — not book methods, or Church methods — but God's method for this time place. 

We began meeting every evening at my house, at first just to sing and praise the Lord together and to 
pray together. The boys received the power of the Holy Ghost and the Lord's sanctifying power in their 
lives. 

We were called to a few churches to minister, and we arranged the seating in a circle instead of in rows 
so we could talk together informally about the love and power of Jesus and could all pray for one another. 
The blessing of God and the power and joy of His Holy Spirit descended upon these gatherings. Many were 
filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as were the first disciples on the day Pentecost or the Samaritans 
when Peter and John came from Jerusalem and prayed. People were healed by the power of Jesus just they 
were in Samaria when Phillip preached there. When people saw the power of the living Christ and heard of 
his love, they believed and received his joy and peace. 

Often we were called to minister to people in their homes. Once we were called to a home where a boy 
had become demon possessed and had been unconscious for a day and night. We cast out the demon in 
Jesus’ name. The boy had a vision of heaven. He accepted the Lord's call to serve him. He began to 
prophesy and led his family close to the Lord. For three days and nights their house was full of people 
praying and singing and praising the Lord, and many people believed through this testimony.  This is not 
the book method of evangelism, but the Lord's own method: not our planning, but his. 

A year ago I moved my family and the boys of the evangelistic team to a small village in the 
mountains of East Java. This has become our home base and our place of rest and training as well as 
one of our areas of service. 

At one time I had thought of starting a school here, but in reading Bible I noticed that Jesus never 
scheduled a service or a class never built a building or wrote a text book. He just gathered a little group of 
young men and started walking. They watched him heal the sick, cast out demons; they heard his preaching 
to the multitudes and his encounters with the Pharisees. After they had watched him for a while, he sent 
them out to try it themselves. So they went out to preach and teach and heal, and were amazed at the 
results. When there was time Jesus sat down with the disciples and explained what they had seen and heard 
and answered their questions. The field work came first, and the theory was sandwiched in when there was 
time. 

As Paul went on his missionary journeys, there were young men who wanted to study with him. So 
Timothy and others began to follow him around and see how he worked – or rather, how the Lord directed 
him and worked through him. They listened to Paul's teaching to the new congregations all over Greece and 
Asia Minor. Again the training was practical, beginning with experience, and including only such 
explanation as was needed and could be given in transit to the next place of labor. 

So we gathered together as a little group that wanted to be taught by the Lord and with the Lord's 
own method. 

One month after we moved to the village in the mountains we went to the island of Celebes for one 
month and stayed for three. We held meetings in various churches there. In the small church where we 
worked primarily, the Holy Spirit was poured out while we were praying all night with a group of the 
young people there. They were all filled with the power of the Spirit and began to prophesy and to teach 
under the direct guidance of the Spirit. We went to other places and told what had happened and the Holy 
Spirit was poured out there too. We started to have prayer meetings at the church. These were not led by 
anybody except the Spirit. We just gathered together and sang and prayed, and those who were so moved 
read Bible or brought a little teaching, or prophesied. And the power of the Lord worked through the young 
people. We stood and watched as the new believers of the previous nights ministered to the new comers. 
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Other young people came, juvenile delinquents and trouble makers who came to scoff, but were caught up 
in the power and glory of the Lord that was being manifested. Those who had been juvenile delinquents 
became real Christian warriors, and I understand have continued so this day. 

After three months of ministering every day in Celebes we were feeling tired and drained and inadequate. 
We came back to our Village eager to study and pray and learn from the Lord. When we are here we 
actually live on somewhat of a schedule. We rise at 6:00 read the Bible and pray individually until 
breakfast at 7:30. At 8:00 we gather and study Bible together until noon, informally and with great 
enthusiasm. In the afternoons we go out to the villages around here to put into practice what we have 
learned, evangelizing and teaching people in their homes. Every evening we pray together always with a 
celebration of the Holy Communion, but also with plenty of opportunity for free movement of the Spirit to 
direct our prayers and our thoughts and to minister one to another. Through the gifts of the Spirit, the Lord 
speaks directly to us to teach and encourage and to direction for our work. Through the Holy Communion 
we are given spiritual food and strength and are made one Body with him. 

As we are led and strengthened in the prayer meetings, so also we see the guidance and the power 
of the Spirit in our evangelism in the villages. The Spirit leads the boys to enter the houses where 
people are ready to receive the Lord’s help. As in Apostolic times, so here also there are miracles 
wrought by the power of the Name of Jesus, and the people believe when they see the love and power 
of the Lord. 

Every day we have a new story to tell of God's love and power. Maybe two boys come back and report 
that the Lord led them to enter a house, and there was an elderly man nearly dead from tuberculosis, 
deserted by his family, too weak even to lift his hand. The boys prayed for him and the Lord healed him 
and he admitted that long ago he was a Christian, but for years he had been far from the Lord, but now he 
wanted to come back. That was several months ago and he is still in health and happy in the Lord. 

Or another time we all went to a village to pray for a church member who had been sick. After prayer he 
went out with us and we wanted to visit others in that village. Our friend pointed out a house whose owner 
had been persecuting him for being a Christian. We prayed and asked for the Lord's blessing on that house 
and that its owner might come to know the Lord. We divided and two boys entered the house of another of 
the Christians. There was the person whose house we had just blessed. She was deaf; so one of the boys put 
his fingers in her ears and commanded the ears to be opened in Jesus' Name. She heard and believed, and 
received the Lord's peace. Meanwhile the rest of us were praying in another house and there the power of 
the Holy Spirit came down and the man of the house was baptized in the Holy Spirit as were the first 
disciples on the day of Pentecost. 

But the stories always have a continuation. A week later we went back to that village. The woman whose 
ears had been healed, had been taken by her "friends" to a witch doctor and now she was deaf again, and 
her eyes were affected so that she was unable to work. So we prayed again and the Lord healed her again. 
We explained to her and the rest of her family and neighbors that witch doctors with their black magic 
bring trouble and sickness, but Jesus heals and saves; so better put all of her trust in Jesus. This she has 
continued to do. That week we prayed for another family in that village to receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit and they have become effective witnesses for Christ, not only talking to their neighbors, but also 
healing the sick there in Jesus' Name. The result is that nearly the entire village is now Christian, and they 
are meeting together every for prayer and Bible study. 

Up above us in the upper part of this mountain are 500,000 people of the Tengger race, a distinct race 
with their own animistic religion and their own customs. They have so far successfully resisted all outside 
influences, but the Lord has led us to believe that He intends to draw them to Himself and to use them in a 
special way to show forth His light in these last days. 

So a couple of months ago we went to the very top and camped for five days to pray and take 
authority over the spiritual forces of darkness there. Then two weeks ago we went back again and 
started at the highest village. We evangelized in homes and on the street and every evening we had a 
group of children that gathered to sing and hear about Jesus. As a result of our work there, several 
families believed and received the Lord. This is a beginning which we will have to follow up. This 
week "we will go" to another of the high up villages “and will see what the Lord does” there. 

Recently the Junior High School had a vacation and we wanted to help some of the young people get 
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started on evangelism. But we had to be away for a while and we said: “You just wait, when we get back, 
we'll give instruction and you can go out with us a few times.” But when we came back it was evident that 
they couldn't wait. All over the place were pint-sized evangelists with Bible under arms, going into the high 
ways and by-ways and walking to distant villages, and everywhere astounding reports of the results. 

I will give just one example. Two boys evangelized a witch doctor who strongly opposed them. But after 
they left the witch doctor became dumb so that he couldn't talk. Also one leg became paralyzed. Two other 
boys went to visit him and he began to shake. They said that this was God's punishment for resisting the 
Gospel. They asked him to pray. He discovered that if he called on the Name of Jesus he could talk, but 
only to pray. This went on for two weeks. 

He could talk to God in Jesus' Name, but otherwise was dumb.  Finally the children visited him again and 
he was fully ready to give in. He burned all his charms and accepted the Lord as his Lord, and was 
completely healed. 

Every week also brings new developments in the villages at the top of the mountain. 

A couple of weeks ago the boys went to a new village down hill from here. The Lord led them to enter a 
house and tell the people about the Lord. The man of the house was converted. That Sunday he intended to 
come up to church. But that morning he had a very high fever and was unconscious. On Tuesday the boys 
visited again and found him in that condition. With family and neighbors watching, the boys prayed for him 
and he regained consciousness and was well on his way to total recovery. Seeing the help of the Lord, his 
wife believed, and they have opened their home for a service each week and to be used as an evangelism 
post. 

Until now we seem to be here for a few weeks and then we get moved out somewhere else for weeks or 
months to work in churches in other cities. There too we work as a team and as informally and disorganized 
as possible so that the Holy Spirit can minister to everyone's individual needs. In all of that ministry we also 
see the power and the love of God manifested in leading people into victorious Spirit-filled Christian living. 

Soon we plan to go to the island of Celebes where we expect to hold a conference for pastors and Church 
leaders and also go into the interior to evangelize and teach in the villages. But I have learned not to state 
very clearly what is going to happen in the future, because this crazy, informal, Spirit-led life is always full 
of wonderful, unexpected surprises. 

 

Postscript 

A copy of the reply to my enquiry (complete with addresses and journal reference) when I 
finally discovered who the appropriate authority was now that the “Overseas Mission 
Review” no longer exists. 

To Ps. Spencer Scrutton, 

Thank you for your request. 

I was able to locate a copy of the article "Interim Analysis: The Wonderful Works of the Spirit" by Edwin 
Brownell Stube from the Overseas Mission Review (Vol. XIII, no. 2, Epiphany, 1968). I have attached a 
PDF file of the article to this message. 

I hope that this information is helpful to you. Please contact me if I can be of any other assistance to your 
work. 

Sincerely, 

Christian Higgins 
Archivist for Institutional Research and Public Services 
The Archives of the Episcopal Church 

research@episcopalarchives.org 
P.O. Box 2247.  Austin, TX 78768 
Tel:  (512) 472-6816 
Fax: (512) 480-0437 


