
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A highway shall be there,  
and it shall be called the Holy Way. 

ISAIAH 35:8 

 

 

A Search for a 
Biblical Understanding  

of 

GREATER WORKS 
 

 INDEX 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

TThhee  HHoollyy  WWaayy  
AA  SSttuuddyy  oonn  GGrreeaatteerr  WWoorrkkss  

Part 1 – Greater Works 
What Does it Mean? 
The Context in John 
New Testament examples of Greater Works? 

Part 2 – Our Advantage 
Because I go to my Father 
It is to your Advantage 

Concerning the World 
Concerning Believers 

How are these Advantages Possible? 
More Advantages 
According to the Purpose 

Holy Spirit Study 



“Greater Works” - What Does it Mean? 
 

As the title says, this study is aimed at peeling back and examining some of the 
commonly held concepts of “greater works” and searching for a deeper or more 
encompassing understanding of what Jesus was saying. The task is to work through the 
various possibilities, investigate how Scriptural they may be, and discover other 
elements of meaning. In this way we will be able to meditate on real sustainable 
applications, not just the convenient one that best suits a sermon outline or personal 
belief structure. 

 
(John 14:12) "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. 

 
Some have Said… 
 

There have been many interpretations of this passage, some are more like 
variations on a theme, but even within these, a different emphasis can create quite 
different shade of meaning. Here are some attempts to understand and explain “Greater 
Works”.  
 

1. Interpretation: 
It is like Jesus talking about John the Baptist in Luke 7:28. "I tell you, among those born 
of woman there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he." You could argue that Jesus is using hyperbole 
(deliberate exaggeration in order to make a point) both in John 14:12 and Luke 7:28. In 
both cases, Jesus is making the point that anything done in "the kingdom of God" is 
automatically greater than anything done before the greater coming of the kingdom, 
which happened after Jesus was raised from the dead. 

My Response: 
This is such a convenient argument. This interpretation reminds me a little of the 
“abrogated” argument some Muslim’s use to make sense of the Koran. This very simple 
rule says if any statement seems to contradict another, then the more recent statements 
will have precedence. It is the ultimate in convenience, and rather like a take away food 
version of theology (i.e. you just accept an easier truth). As soon as we perceive a 
problem we could call upon this rule, and make our life simpler. I’m sure we are all 
tempted to do this, but, this form of argument is not, and never should be, acceptable for 
students of the Bible. We need a much higher degree of due diligence in our study.  

I believe we can not use arguments that can effectively dismiss portions of the Old 
Testament, whenever we find things difficult to understand! Jesus did not dismiss the 
Scripture that was read in the temple; he sought to provide a full explanation whenever 
asked. He would certainly not reduce the importance of the Old Testament prophets 
because he wanted to “make a point.” 

2. Another attempt at what ‘greater’ means is to understand this passage, to state that 
Jesus only had a 3 year ministry, so by virtue of our extra decades we have the 
opportunity to see more miracles performed, and more people reached. 



There is one huge problem with this. Quantity does not equal quality, and it never will. 
Jesus did numerous life changing miracles and healings, and we will always live in his 
shadow.  

3. Another answer is to argue that we can do ‘greater’ because technology is allowing us to 
travel anywhere in the world and send messages to anywhere we wish, so this enables 
us to do greater works. 

If this was the real answer to this dilemma, it would also be possible to be more famous 
than Jesus, but obviously no one has been able to achieve that either. 

4. Some “revival movements” claim that latter day apostles and prophets will fulfil this 
promise by doing greater miracles than Jesus did, both in quantity and quality. 

Yes, I would like to see this happen. But let’s face it, if it has not happened in the last two 
thousand years, why are we still waiting, and why will it happen in the future? I can also 
be an optimist too, but this amount of optimism is just self deluding. 

5. Some simply ignore the word “greater” (hoping it is a form of poetic licence) and believe 
that it really refers to ‘continued’ signs, wonders, and miracles. 

I do sympathise with this – but nothing is understood by ignoring what is written and 
hoping it means something else. 

6. Some have said that the Bible is now the ultimate “greater work” inspired by the Holy 
Spirit.  

I agree it is a great work & it is inspired, but those who like to use this argument, are also 
likely to insist that the Bible replaces the need for other “works” today. This deliberate 
twisting of words denies what is actually said, and becomes a self serving argument for 
the denial of miracles today – creating a circular argument.  

However if we seriously deny the need for great works today, there is also no need for 
that circular argument. Actually if you think about it, it is a little weird, because according 
to this view there would be no need to worry about viewing the Bible as a ‘greater’ work 
in this sense, because it does not need to replace anything. 

7. Some have said (i.e. cessationists) that these greater works can no longer happen, 
because “if latter day apostles were to do even greater miracles (if we can even imagine 
what they might be) then these later day apostles could claim to be messiahs (anointed 
ones). So the idea of “greater works” being “greater miracles” has little Biblical merit. If 
the Messiah is not the greatest, then He is not the Messiah.” 

This at least is an interesting argument. However it fails to note a few essential things. 
According to cessationists, the first Apostles did seen to have this miracle working 
power, so surely they also had the opportunity to claim or be considered as Messiah 
types. Secondly, the performing of miracles or not performing of miracles has never 
prevented numerous others through history from claiming to be a Messiah, or gathering 
a following that thought they were. Thirdly, I am always puzzled by why people choose 
to allow a so called “suspending of natural laws,” for only 50 years or so for miracles to 
occur? (Of course, others simply deny all miracles completely). If it is equally possible to 
do miracles today, then no laws of suspension or denial would be needed. Jesus is still 
the Messiah, because he is the Son of God, and will always be the greatest, so tell me 
again, why do we need to pay mind games and deny miracles are possible? 

8. There must be many other variations I have not heard. 

I suspect that these others would be covered by similar straight forward reasoning. 



 

Wait a Minute! 
 

As you can see, when you assemble them together, the standard list of objections seems 
quite predictable and reads more like a list of convenient excuses to affirm what we would prefer 
to believe (or wriggle out of tight corners that don’t seem to be modern). It takes no intellect at 
all to come up with most of these interpretations – but for all that they may still be correct, so in 
order to find some nuggets of truth, we will need to dig much deeper. 

 
 

Can we do greater works than Jesus? 
 

At first glance, it would seem the answer to this would seem to be no. There does not 
appear to be anything we could do that Jesus did not or could not have done. As part of this 
study we need to meditate on some home truths, such as: 

• It seems unlikely that we can do greater miracles than Jesus (after all, he fed thousands, 
gave sight to the blind, and he raised the dead, and that is as good as it gets on earth). 

• More works do not equal greater works! Quantity does not equal quality! 
• We will never become a greater teacher than Jesus.  
• We will never become more famous than Jesus. 
• It would seem that no one will live a more pure or moral life than he did. 
• No one will hear the voice of the Father clearer than he could. 
• We will not be more devoted to the Father’s will than he was. 

We can: 

• We can travel more than Jesus. We can speak to more people, and meet more people, 
but in a world that grows ever more complex, how does this help us? 

• We can minister for a few decades more than Jesus – but after two thousand years, we 
are still wondering how this will help us to do greater works. 

• We have the opportunity to help usher people into salvation. But the gift (and principle) 
of salvation is basically the same today as it was for Jesus and the Apostles. 

 
 

The Context in John 
 

If a straight forward reading of the passage does not provide the answers, the next option is 
to search for the context. This can be done in a few stages, (1) the general context of John as it 
refers to works, (2) works in John, the New Testament, and Bible in general (3) other passages 
not about works that have a bearing on the matter. 

The general setting for John 14 is Christ’s soon departure from the world. Jesus had just 
washed the disciples feet, Judas had headed out to betray him, Peter’s denial of Christ had 
been predicted, and Jesus had told them He was going where they could not follow until later 
(all in John 13). Jesus was preparing them for imminent horrific events that would confuse the 
disciples. They had been told that the Son of Man must die, but they still did not understand. 
Jesus was about to be “glorified” (John 13:31, 32 which in John meant “crucified”). 



(John 16:6, 7) But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”  

God’s purposes required that Jesus depart, then send His Holy Spirit to accomplish His 
purposes through the disciples. Like the disciples we want to have both! 

The disciples had these promises: a place in heaven, an ongoing spiritual relationship with 
Christ, access to Him in prayer, the presence of the Holy Spirit, the continuance of His mighty 
works, that the Holy Spirit would guide them into all truth (John 16:13), and of course the 
promise of His future return. Jesus emphasized throughout this section His ongoing relationship 
with them (the vine and the Branches, John 15:1-8). 

Believe! Believe!! Believe!!! 
Before we start focusing on works, I would be guilty of a great misrepresentation if I did not 

point out one of the facts that should be obvious to all (Yes – If only this were so!!). Any careful 
reader of scripture will try to identify what the writer is trying to highlight. It is easy to be carried 
away by our own thoughts and miss the meaning of something. I note that in John 14:10, 11, 
and 12 (crucial verses for this study), Jesus uses “believe” in 3 consecutive verses. Surely this 
should shout out loud to us? Please check this out and meditate on it yourself.  

I also note that the key point of this believing is not about works, but believing in the 
relationship of the Father and the Son. Yes once again we have become fixated on one phrase 
at the expense of a larger meaning. The passage puts the emphasis firmly on the need for 
belief. The reason for the works, is so people will believe! 

(14:10) Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works.  (14:11) Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me; or 
else believe me for the sake of the works themselves. (14:12) "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do, because I go to the Father. 

 

 

What are “Works” in John’s Gospel? 
 

• Perhaps we are not looking at this the right way. Perhaps we should first investigate 
“works” and “greater works” in the Gospel of John.  

• Perhaps we need to do some groundwork (context!). A good question would be, how 
does the Bible use the term “works” – i.e. what are they? (There are 91 New Testament 
hits for "Works" & 69 Old Testament hits for "Works"). 

 
A search list for “works” in John 
(The Scripture and a simple reflection) 
(Jn 5:17) But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working still, and I am working." 

Works is not about religious or weekly ritual. There is no day off! it is about the ongoing love of the Father. 

(5:20) For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all that he himself is doing; and greater works than 
these will he show him, that you may marvel. 

The works Jesus did were done because Jesus saw the Father doing them. It was a revelation from the 
Father, and a testimony to the Father. 



(5:36) But the testimony which I have is greater than that of John; for the works which the Father has 
granted me to accomplish, these very works which I am doing, bear me witness that the Father has sent 
me… 

The works are an important part of the package – they were granted by and bear witness to the one who 
sent us. 

(6:28) Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?" (6:29) Jesus answered 
them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent."  

Works are not the end product! It’s not just about doing stuff, works start with and spring from our 
relationship and belief. Many people want the “gift of miracles” – but do we want the relationship, belief, 
and criticism that go with it? 

(7:3) So his brothers said to him, "Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples may see the works you 
are doing. (7:4) For no man works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show 
yourself to the world." (7:5) For even his brothers did not believe in him… 

Works are rarely understood by onlookers in the crowd. They only see what happens on the outside. 

(7:7) The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify of it that its works are evil.  (7:8) Go to 
the feast yourselves; I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come." 

The works of the world are self serving. He who does the works of God stands out from the crowd. 

(9:3) Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 
made manifest in him.  (9:4) We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, 
when no one can work.  (9:5) As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." (9:6) As he said 
this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay… 

God uses the apparent random nature of despair and suffering in the world. The suffering that we inflict 
on our selves and each other creates darkness, God’s works create light in the darkness. God also works 
against random rules like spitting and making clay (i.e. working illegally on a religious holiday – the point 
of the above passage). Jesus was spitting in the face of authority and healing because it was the right 
thing to do. Works reveal the true freedom.  

(10:25) Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witness to me; (10:26) but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 

Belonging, i.e. a relationship with Jesus, is an essential part of belief, and understanding the works. 

(10:32) Jesus answered them, "I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of these 
do you stone me?" 

Here Jesus reveals the irrational nature of unbelief - of both religious and cultural blindness. 

(10:37) If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; (10:38) but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in 
me and I am in the Father." 

This irrational blindness also masks our ability to understand how the world around us works. 

(11:43) When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." (11:44) The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 

I recall the words – even if one should rise from the dead, they will not believe. We think that people must 
believe if someone rises from the dead, but this is simply not true. 

(14:10) Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  (14:11) Believe me that 
I am in the Father and the Father in me; or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves. 

If we deny the works we inevitably miss out on the depth of relationship that birthed them. 



(14:12) "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works 
than these will he do, because I go to the Father.  (14:13) Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son;  (14:14) if you ask anything in my name, I will do it. 

The relationship gives birth to belief, and belief enables us to see what the Father is doing. 

(15:24) If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now 
they have seen and hated both me and my Father.  (15:25) It is to fulfil the word that is written in their 
law, 'They hated me without a cause.' 

Good works that honour the Son, will also expose the self serving works of the world. 
 
Matthew 

(5:16) Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 

The purpose of good works is to give glory to the Father (not us or our ministry). 

 

New Testament examples of Greater Works? 
 

I found this list of “greater works” on a site somewhere. Apparently it is a list that originates 
from John Wesley. It is not often that find myself disagreeing with John Wesley, but having read 
through this list, I feel I must add some comments. Actually I sincerely hope this list is not by 
John Wesley, because he was a worthy theologian and this list of greater works does not do 
him credit.  

1. The shadow of Peter healed the diseased, Acts 5:15. 
I once heard a sermon where the preacher claimed this must have been a “spiritual shadow” – I never 
could understand his reasoning for this. After all, it was not the shadow that did the healing. The shadow 
was used as God’s method of transferring healing for that occasion. 

I have to agree that it was a creative method of healing, but it was hardly a greater work. On one evening 
it says that Jesus healed all that were brought to him (Mt 8:16). It does not matter much if we walk to the 
people, or the people walk to us, and Christ has shown us that touch is not required for healing to take 
place (Mt 8:9, 15:22) so this is a similar work not a greater work. 

2. Diseases were cured, and demons cast out, by the applying of handkerchiefs and aprons that 
had touched or blessed by Paul, Acts 19:12. 
This appears to be greater work, because there seems to be a multiplier effect in operation. However, if 
we think about the great miracles of Jesus, we find some parallels. The feeding of the multitude is the 
best example. The method is important here. 

Jesus blessed the bread and broke it. We have to use our imaginations, but some things are blatantly 
obvious. It would not be physically possible for Jesus to break enough pieces of bread to feed at least five 
thousand people (and anyway, this would have taken many hours). Therefore the multiplication of bread 
must have happened in the baskets as the bread was being passed out.  

In this scenario, we find that the miracle of multiplying bread continued for as long as it took for 12 (or 
more) people to slowly walk through and feed a very large crowd. The way this works out is similar to the 
way Paul blessed the handkerchiefs and allowed the miracle or miracles to flow out in their own time.  

Therefore this is not a greater work, it is a similar work (and I still think the feeding of the multitude is far 
more impressive). 

3. By the word of Peter, Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead, Acts 5:5, Acts 5:9, Acts 5:10. 
This is a worthy candidate for consideration. However, you may remember that Jesus cursed the fig tree 



and it died (Mt 21:19). There are also other examples in the Old Testament. For example, people died as 
a direct result of Elijah’s words (for those wondering – It takes just as much faith to make a fig tree die). 
Once again this is a similar work, not a greater work. 

4. Elymas the sorcerer was struck blind by the word of Paul, Acts 13:11. 
Perhaps I am also a little blind here, but I fail to see why this has been singled out as a greater work. 
Surely Paul was also struck blind by the risen Lord on the road to Damascus? Elisha also blinded a large 
group of soldiers. Therefore this is also a similar work, not a greater work. 

5. ...and all spoke with various tongues, Acts 19:12. 
Curious and Curiouser… Yes I agree that this is a greater work, but I must point out the obvious – namely 
that it is a greater work of the Holy Spirit, not a great work of the apostles. In chapter 2 of Acts, the 
apostles did not pray for or ask for the gift of tongues. On a feast day that celebrates the work of the 
Spirit, the disciples were upstairs praying, and then the Holy Spirit was sent by the Father.  

The apostles had no idea what was happening at first. No, this is not a work of the apostles, this is a 
classic case of God ignoring whatever we wanted, because he had something much better in mind. 

Secondly, this is a gift for all believers (even though there are plenty that don’t want it). 

6. Christ only preached in Judea, and in the language only of that country; but the apostles 
preached through the most of the then known world, and in all the languages of all countries. 
But let it be remarked that all this was done by the power of Christ; 
Actually this is not quite true. We do not have a complete list of their travels, just the highlights – but 
remember “the woman at the well” in Samaria where many believed in him? And every year there were 
thousands of visitors for trade and religious festivals (i.e. at Pentecost people came from all across the 
known world, that is why the Holy Spirit needed to prompt people to speak in other languages, Acts 2), so 
trying to make tight distinctions like this simply does not work. Yes, I do agree that the apostles and all 
that followed have been very effective. It is also worth making the point here that all of our works are 
intended to overlap and compliment each other.  

7. I think it still more natural to attribute the greater works to the greater number of conversions 
made under the apostles' ministry.  
This could indeed be true. It is certainly a possibility that could collectively be a greater work. Yet we 
should not forget Psalm 74:12 “Yet God my King is from of old, working salvation in the midst of the 
earth.” It is always good to remember the long term agenda! It is also good to reflect on the intention! 

Thousands of conversions – Yes, this is quite true, but most readers of the Bible would or at least should 
have noticed that Jesus deliberately made it difficult for people to follow him. We would say, he didn’t pull 
any punches. In fact he seemed to deliberately hit very hard. He said things that were blatantly offensive 
and hard to accept. He also made a habit of sending the crowds away, and moving on if he became 
popular. It seems clear to me that he did all in his power to avoid creating congregations. 

Am I over stating this? Not at all, stuff like – “you need to eat my flesh and drink my blood”, is a real turn 
off. There is no doubt that Jesus was deliberately getting rid of people. He chose the apostles, and apart 
from them there were a hundred or so others that refused to leave. How easily we forget the many 
thousands that heard his words and would have responded to an altar call, if he had intended to give one 
and start up a new denomination.  

 

Other Important Variations 
The following verses remind us that there is more to great works than miracles. 
(Ps 74:12) Yet God my King is from of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

(Jer 18:3) So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his wheel. 



(1Cor 12:6) and there are varieties of working, but it is the same God who inspires them all in every one. 
To one is given... 

(Eph 4:16).. the whole body ... when each part is working properly… 

(Heb 13:21) equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you… 

(2:12) and you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in 
the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

(Gal 5:6) For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is of any avail, but faith working 
through love... 

 

 

A Brief Summary 
 

As discussed at reasonable length, it seems that the word "greater" cannot refer to the 
Apostles miracles, because it is hard to argue that the Apostles (or those following) have 
improved on anything done by Jesus. Almost without exception their works have been at best, 
similar to those done by Jesus or others in the Bible. 

We may try to argue that they were greater in effect, because they made a deep impression 
on mankind. However I don’t imagine that any of the apostles considered their efforts greater 
than Jesus, and to establish any claim of “greater works,” surely there needs to be a clear 
difference that makes them greater. 

Even if we use the word "works" in the widest sense of the word, to include all things that 
the apostles did that made an impression on mankind, including their travels, their labours, their 
doctrine, etc. I can not see their works as greater than their teacher.  

Another problem rarely if ever considered when talking about great works, is the difficulty of 
allowing for our great failures. Surely we have to also consider the effect of our failed works. I 
think you will agree that if we do this, we will never elevate our works higher than Jesus. Jesus 
on the other hand managed to avoid our ministry and character failings. 

• The “works” done by Jesus were to point us to the Father 
• They testify that the Son (Jesus) was sent by the Father 
• They confirm the message brought by the Son, or by followers of the Son. 
• Confirm the Messianic credentials of the Son (i.e. The sign of Jonah) 

• The works are designed to alert us all to our need to believe in God. 
“But the witness which I have is greater than that of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to 
accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me” (John 5:36) 
 

In this line of argument, the only possibility that I can see being genuinely greater, is to 
view the Christian movement as a whole, so that the sum of its parts throughout history, 
“the bride of Christ” as it were, becomes the “greater work” for the Glory of the Father.  
This variation should include not only works and the witness of those works, but also:  

• The concepts of the great redemptive work of Christ. 
• The part humanity is playing in bringing all things to conclusion.  
• The care and nurturing of the flock of God.  



 

Last Words 
 

I hope you will forgive me for indulging myself in that most enjoyable study of works. Not 
only was I enjoying myself with a little Biblical detail, I also hope I was providing an example of 
how to do a reasonable background study.  

Without this depth of study, it is difficult to understand whether Biblical opinions (from 
sermons or from books) are reasonable or just a lot of hot air.  

With a study like this to reflect on, we can see why most of those “some have said” ideas 
on works seem to have been very hot air indeed! 

 

Now it is time to search for some more fertile ground. 



 

Part 2 
 
(Jn 14:12) Greater works than these… because… I go to my Father. 

OK, now its time to recognise what many people seem to have played down. There is a 
“because” in the sentence. Whether we like it or not, Christ has already qualified how and why 
these works can be greater. As far as Jesus was concerned, most of the keys to the concept of 
greater works, flow from the fact that Jesus must go to the Father. 

At first glance, it would seem that Jesus is referring to the manner of his going. Our minds 
immediately leap to the conclusion that it must be because of the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Christ. Surely this is the key to releasing the power of greater works? In fact it 
seems inconceivable that anything else would be important enough to fill that space. This is 
after all a very great work.  

The only problem is that Christ does not mention the manner of his passing in this context, 
instead he starts talking about the importance of Holy Spirit. He does this in a round about way 
saying, “the Spirit of truth…will come to you…I will not leave you desolate, I will come to you… 
because I live you will live also… In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you (14:17-20). 

The disciples think he talking in riddles, and (if we had not heard this scripture a hundred 
times) we would agree with them, because we also find it hard to understand the importance of 
what he is saying. Perhaps the fact that no one can agree on a meaning of greater is testimony 
that we don’t know what he is saying. We find ourselves asking, what day is he referring to? Is it 
the day he died, the day he rose, the day he ascended, is it the day of Pentecost or is it some 
other important day? 

I am going to leave this as a mystery for now, but since he was talking to disciples we know 
it was a day they would see with their own eyes. 

 

 

It is to your Advantage 
 
(Jn 16:7) Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; (also see Jn 7:33-39) 

We have discovered that unless one insists that an increase in quantity is enough to create 
greater works (due to there being more Christians in the world), there is little or no change in the 
works themselves; so logic tells us that Jesus must be referring to another significant factor that 
changes the way works will impact humanity. 

Before we begin this investigation, I have to declare a problem. I can see that this section 
will not be as clear as I would like it to be. I will do my best and try to cover most of the 
possibilities, but it is hard to describe a mystery that is so rich, that it shines from many angles. 
The factual side will not be as difficult; but there is an eternal mystery that is interwoven into the 
very fabric of this issue that is often ignored, but involves the ongoing eternal working of God 
throughout history for the salvation of the world as we know it.  

This will be a bit like trying to describe the trinity. You enjoy trying, but you can never do it 
justice. The sheer beauty, complexity, and majesty of the purposes of God often defeat our best 



attempts. 

Jesus said, “it is to your advantage that I go away’… and like the disciples we find 
ourselves thinking, where is the advantage in this? It is an excellent question for us to look at, 
because if there are advantages, then they must be important keys to unlocking the “greater” 
mystery. 

 

So what are the Advantages? 
 

(i.e. Advantages to Jesus going to the Father and sending the Holy Spirit) 
Some advantages are stated in John 16 for all to read. Here Jesus lists the advantages for 

the unbeliever. I find this approach fascinating. If we are honest, we would acknowledge that 
churches are much more interested in the advantages for believers and for the church as a 
whole. What a breath of fresh air to hear Jesus concentrate on others first. It shows how little 
we appreciate the strength of God’s priorities. 

 

 

Concerning the World 
 
In 16:8, Jesus says, “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment.” 

First, the Holy Spirit will convict unbelievers of their sin. In 16:9, Jesus declares that the 
Holy Spirit will convict the world “concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.” 

It is worth noting that this is in line with previous comments in John about believing in Christ 
or at least believing because of the works themselves, that is “concerning sin, because they do 
not believe in Me” (Jn 16:9). Here the word “sin” is singular. This singular sin is named as 
unbelief.  

You must have noticed the ability of unbelievers to accept almost any explanation (even a 
stupid mystical one) rather than a Christian one. This all stems from the most basic of all sin. It 
seems that when it comes to sin, unbelief is the one the Holy Spirit is most interested in. 

There is only one condition that must be satisfied for a person to become a Christian and 
this one condition is faith, or at least a leap of faith from unbelief to belief (John 3:16; 6:28-29; 
20:30-31; Acts 16:31; Rom 1:16). 

 

Second, the Holy Spirit convicts the world because the world needs to see and 
acknowledge a lack of righteousness. In John 16:10, The Holy Spirit convicts the world 
“concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me.”  

The visible is replaced by the invisible.  
The miracle of this is that history says it works. The next and even greater miracle often not 

acknowledged by believers, is that the Holy Spirit is working in the world with or without the help 
of Christians (and sometimes in spite of Christians).  

The Holy Spirit works in the hearts of unbelievers long before they believe. Jesus says that 
the Holy Spirit’s conviction will be felt! The best we can do, is what seems best in our own eyes. 



Since we can only see a small part of the picture, this will always fall short when measured 
against perfect righteousness of God. Therefore we need the direction of the Holy Spirit. 

People often complain against God because of their suffering. They say if God existed, 
there would be no suffering. Yet this suffering in the world constantly reminds us of our 
unrighteousness. It reminds us of our desperate need for God’s righteousness. In this way the 
Holy Spirit convicts the unbeliever heart (Phil 3:9, Rom 3:23). Trading our rags for Christ's 
perfect righteousness, is the only way to cast off our heavy weights for his freedom. 
 

Third, the Holy Spirit convicts the world of the reality of judgment. In 16:11, Jesus 
declares that the Holy Spirit will convict the world “concerning judgment, because the ruler 
of this world has been judged.” 

History tells us that in the end, the unrighteous receive their due judgement, either in this 
world or the next (or in both).  

The Holy Spirit will convict the world of judgment, “… because the ruler of this world has 
been judged" (John 16:11). In other words, Christ's imminent crucifixion would play an integral 
role in Satan's defeat. From Genesis to Revelation the Scripture informs us that Satan is a 
defeated foe (Gen 3:15; Isa 14:12-15; Ezek 28:12-17; John 12:31; 16:11; Rom 16:20; Col 2:15; 
Heb 2:14; 1 Pet 3:19-20; 1 John 3:8; Rev 12:9; 20:2-3, 10). This defeat has a number of stages. 
The significance of this statement is that it was made shortly before the death and resurrection 
of Christ. 

If you have been following this argument, you may be thinking, “but how is this action of the 
Holy Spirit different than it was before Jesus was on earth?” Excellent question, even if I had to 
make you think of it. Answer – Because of the death and resurrection of Christ. 

These days it is common for many to object to the very idea, they say “what father would 
ever send his son to be killed? This is not love, it is cruelty and madness!” 

It is so convenient to make nice, logical, and short sighted statements like this. At times of 
peace they seem sensible, yet in times of war, this is exactly what thousands of human parents 
agree to do. Do we want to? No of course we don’t want to.  

Think about this a little more. Nobody that I know wants to give up their free will, in fact 
most of us think it is worth fighting for – is this not so? It is why many wars are fought. 

Our God happens to think that we were worth fighting for, along with other fine ideals of 
mercy, love, and justice.  

This is where we come to the point of mystery and faith. Because the Son believed we were 
worth fighting for, and dying for. There is evidence from the book of Acts, that on the day of 
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was released, but after we have read all the evidence of how it 
happened and what happened, and what a dramatic difference it made; and even if I wrote a 
whole book’s worth of commentary we would still come to the point where we need to accept by 
faith that the Holy Spirit was sent into the world on a scale not before seen. I know the idea of 
faith (and belief) is inconvenient, but something tells me that faith was designed that way.  

 
 

Concerning Believers 
 
So what are the advantages for the believer? 



The Omnipresence of the Holy Spirit 
Let’s start with a huge advantage! Christ said it was to our benefit that the visible physical 

Christ (able to be with us in one place at a time), should be replaced by the invisible (but able to 
be omnipresent – i.e. able to be with all believers) Holy Spirit. Even our limited human logic tells 
us that the ability to be in numerous places at the same time must be a very great advantage.  

We still have to accept that having the Holy Spirit within us as we do stuff for God is greater 
and different from the apostles being sent out to the towns and villages before the death of 
Jesus, but in the end, if the Scripture and this whole discussion is not convincing enough, we 
may have to take this on faith alone. 

 
The Disclosure and Guidance of the Holy Spirit (Jn 16:13) 
In 16:13, Jesus says, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; 
for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 
disclose to you what is to come.” 

The Holy Spirit communicates to believers by exalting Jesus. In 16:14 Jesus says, “He will glorify Me, 
for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.” 

This passage closes with a critical truth. Jesus says in 16:15: “All things that the Father has are Mine; 
therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” 
 

One weakness of humans, compared to God, is in our limited knowledge. We do not even 
know what is happening on the other side of a wall, let alone the other side of the country. We 
also do not know what people are planning to do, but the Holy Spirit knows everything. And He 
will help us to pray accurately and effectively.  

The disclosure and guidance of the Holy Spirit is a regular topic in the Bible. The Holy Spirit 
will, if allowed, guide us in every area of life. This is only limited by our imagination and ability to 
understand the Holy Spirit. 

Here is a list that will help us to identify and describe a number of these aspects. 
 
He will Guide us  

(Rom 8:14) For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  

(Acts 16:6-7) Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, 
but the Spirit did not permit them.  

(Jn 6:13) "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you . . . .  

He will Teach us 

(Jn 14:26) "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 
things . . . .  

He will Reminds us of the Word 

(Jn 14:26) "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, . . . He will . . . bring to your remembrance all things that I said 
to you.  

He will Reveal the Future to us 



(Jn 16:13) "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, . . . He will tell you things to come.  

He will Declares To us the things of Jesus 
(Jn 16:12) "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 "However, when He, 
the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will 
take of what is Mine and declare it to you.  
15 "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.  

All of these wonderful promises add up to a glorious combination of care, but it is not 
enough to read about them and be thankful that they are all out there, if we want them. If we do 
this we are like the foolish virgins. A major point of that parable was that they had no oil even 
though oil was not hard to find, and they knew they needed it!  

Almost every day we read despairing comments of how someone lost their faith or said 
those classic words, “how could God allow this to happen?”  

The three most common problems to receiving these promises appear to be: 

1. Hearing the wrong voice 

I’m sure you know people that seem to go through life making decisions that are proved to 
bad most of the time. There are plenty of Christians like that too. Unfortunately I know of 
many leaders that also have this problem. Of course, if you recognise the problem and allow 
for it (i.e. look at what is really happening, and find wise advisers) the problem can be 
reversed, but in today’s individualistic society it seems it is hard for people to do this.  

Those with this problem seem to have the same problem understanding the Holy Spirit. 
Actually I think that most of the time they confuse their own inner voice (the one with all the 
bad advice), for the voice of the Holy Spirit. This can the only reason why so many leaders 
declare the Holy Spirit’s vision for the church, only to find that it leads to disaster (countless 
churches have been decimated by variations of this). 

2. Passive faith 

Passive faith is dangerous faith. If we are content to sit back, listen to sermons someone 
else has sweated over, let someone else do the witnessing, or generally let others do most 
of the work, then we will always be in danger of loosing our faith. The old saying “use it or 
lose it” has some application for Christians because it is a universal rule of creation. 

Our reassurance needs real substance and purpose; all these promises concern the Holy 
Spirit providing something because there is a great need. We could use some more sayings 
here like, to whom much is given much is expected, and Christianity is not a free ride, it cost 
Jesus everything and he freely gave everything.  

3. The “I don’t need that, response” 

Finally, there are vast numbers of Christians saying “I don’t need that” to the Holy Spirit. I 
don’t need to speak in tongues, is the most popular variation of this, but it is only one of a 
vast array of things that today’s Christians don’t want. How strange it is, that we still expect 
God to do everything for us while we are saying no. 

 
 



 

How are these Advantages Possible? 
 
He dwells with Us 

(Jn 14:16) "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever, 17 "even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you 
and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.  

One of the great benefits of Christianity is that we are not alone. The Holy Spirit is with us 
continually -- living with us. When we need help He is with us, waiting to work with us. 

This is where one of the most controversial aspects of Holy Spirit theology begins. Since 
the beginning of the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements there has been a division over 
how people understand John 14:17 “…for He dwells with you and will be in you.” 

The two sides are divided along lines of theology and experience. The issue is simple but 
has a few predictable variations. We can all agree that at the time Jesus said this, the release of 
the Holy Spirit (in Acts) had not happened. That is the easy part, after that there are many 
opinions. 

On the Conservative side, theologians say that since the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 the Holy 
Spirit has been in all the become Christians. Pentecostals that prefer this view then go on to 
point out that it’s all a matter of what language you use the (i.e. release, fulfilment, immersion, 
submission to the Spirit, etc).  

In other words, to become a Christian, we must receive the Holy Spirit inside us, or we are 
not in fact Christian at all. After we have committed ourselves to God (Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit) the language that we choose, expresses our level of commitment to what has already 
happened. It is up to us to discover what we have agreed to, and travel the journey.  

On the Experiential side, people often say that they may have heard about the Holy Spirit, but 
when they became a Christian they did not receive the Holy Spirit as revealed in Acts. There are 
other variation on this theme, but they all follow a similar need to find what was missing from the 
Christianity we experienced when we received Christ into our lives.  

On this side of the ledger, people would say that they only experienced the Holy Spirit in 
them after they were prayed for to receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit (i.e. baptism of the Holy 
Spirit).  

For the purposes of this study, the issue is interesting. We would all consider the early 
group of followers (before Jesus died) to be Christians, yet we find a dilemma here. It seems 
that they knew the Holy Spirit, but they had not received the Holy Spirit. John highlights the 
difference when he says, “for He dwells with you and will be in you.” There is no doubt that 
John is referring to the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out, so even in the 
New Testament, things are not as straight forward as we like to think. 

This phrase “and will be in you” also highlights why there is an advantage to Christ going to 
the Father. When you read Acts, you can see the difference between before Pentecost and after 
Pentecost. We read acts and we see that after chapter 2 there is a substantial difference, yet it 
is hard to describe this difference. We end up resorting to phrases like “in you” to describe a 
difference of experience. 

Just think about it – Christ has finished his three years of ministry, has died and risen. The 
Holy Spirit is already with all the disciples. They have gone out and many miracles have been 



performed. They are meeting together in fellowship. They are a little confused and waiting for 
something to happen, but they are not exactly sure why. 

I have heard preachers say, that the disciple’s prayers were answered. This is an 
interesting point of view, but on this occasion God was not answering any specific prayers 
(except perhaps Jesus’ prayers), the release of the Holy Spirit had already been promised. God 
was preparing the stage for a big event. But wait a moment and think about this: 

• If it was enough for the Holy Spirit to dwell with us, nothing needed to change.  
• If believing in God was enough, then nothing needed to change.  
• If the death and resurrection of Christ was enough, nothing more needed to 

change. 
• If accepting Christ as our saviour was enough then nothing needed to change.  
• All these things existed before the Holy Spirit was released. 
Many Christians will be shocked and a little confused when they read this, but it is important 

that we reflect on these truths and try to understand what is happening. Evangelicals have 
placed the emphasis on the death and resurrection of Christ and down played the role of the 
Holy Spirit. If this were not so, this would be better understood.  

The point is, that even though all of these wonderful things had happened, and all are very 
important, God decided it was not enough; that’s why Christ says something else was needed.  

If you are like me, right now you are feeling the urge to defend the work of Christ, so 
perhaps it would be better for us to view this from another direction. Christ made it quite clear 
that we desperately need the Holy Spirit inside us guiding and enabling us for the rest of our 
lives, not just dwelling with us. The Son knows that it will make a great difference to the 
purposes of God in this world if the Holy Spirit is inside us. 

 
 

More Advantages 
 

The Fellowship of the Trinity (Jn 14:20, 16:15) 
(Jn. 14:20) In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.   

(16:15) “All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He (Holy Spirit) takes of Mine and will 
disclose it to you.” 

There is a practical element to the Holy Spirit being released, namely that we can all have 
communion with Christ, but if we have communion with Christ we can also push this line of 
thought further.  

Though I do not intend to elaborate on this subject, one of the great benefits to this passage 
is an improved understanding of the nature of God. Many people confuse our use of the term 
the trinity to mean three Gods. These objections are not designed to be objective, they are 
normally designed to ridicule, however for Christians that can ignore these superficial 
objections, there is a wealth of understanding that is released by these verses that include the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
Works and Greater Works as a Relationship (Jn 14:10-14) 

Here is a good point that might take a little concentration to understand, but it is worth the 



effort. 

We know that the disciples had already been sent out, and had seen miracles happen in 
the name of Jesus. Therefore they understood that Jesus was now saying that greater miracles 
than these were possible.  

There is a worthy objection to this, that is based on our unwillingness to be greater that our 
leader. This objection is based in humility, that is, that it is not appropriate in an earthly or 
theological sense, and is therefore a very commendable line of thought. However, Jesus himself 
has in these same verses given us a way of understanding greater works that is based on a 
deeper level of relationship.  

There is a point to the terms “works” and “greater works.” They are both based on 
relationship and position. The short explanation is that the “works” were done while Jesus was 
with them. This makes sense of Jesus saying; “the Father who dwells in me does his works” 
This distinction may be subtle to us, but it is there.  

The works depended on a humble attitude of doing the Fathers work, rather than our own. 
We may say there is no difference, but when or if the miracle does not happen, we soon 
appreciate the difference! The works done in the Gospels by the disciples could be seen coming 
under the anointing of this relationship between the Father and the Son, and therefore we do 
not find any of these works being viewed as theologically or practically greater. According to 
verse 12, those who believe in the Son will be able to do these works. 

Moving on to the “greater works” promised, these works are possible because of the 
resurrection and glorification of Christ (i.e. because Jesus is now with the Father). Jesus says 
that now, “Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.”  

Now that the Son has been glorified, and the Holy Spirit has been sent, it is surely no longer 
possible to be greater than the Son, because he is the Son. Also, because Christ is with the 
Father, there is another reason for granting our request, and assessing if our request will be 
granted – namely, will it glorify the Son? I suspect that many prayers are not answered because 
they fail this simple test. 

This may all seem a little theoretical, but it is never-the-less a reality. There is also another 
side to this. If we have trouble believing and do not ask, what does that say of our relationship 
to the God? 
 
Increased Certainty (Jn 14:20) 
(Jn. 14:19) Yet a little while, and the world will see me no more, but you will see me; because I live, you 
will live also.  (14:20) In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.   

In his gospel, John reveals the lack of understanding and uncertainty of the disciples. They 
often don’t know what Jesus is talking about. In this case they don’t understand how they would 
be better off without him, and they have trouble with simple issues of belief.  

Earlier, despite on going problems with unbelief, after they returned from their mission trip, 
they were still able to report back that miracles had happened in the name of Jesus.  

In John 14 a plan is revealed to improve our difficulties with uncertainty. Jesus says the 
Holy Spirit, that “dwells with you… will be in you” and this makes of the phrase “in that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” We will know that God is 
in us. 



After it has happened, many people report that one of the greatest advantages of receiving 
the Holy Spirit inside us (filling, immersing, or baptism in the Holy Spirit – or whatever phrasing 
suits your theology), is an increased sense of certainty, and most people that receive this 
doubling or tripling of certainty don’t realise that Jesus knew all about it, and foretold that would 
happen. 

There is a progression in these verses that is important. The progression makes sense of 
everything that Christ is saying. First, as we have been discussing, Christ must go away, that is 
he must die and be resurrected, then because he lives, and is able the send the promised Holy 
Spirit to live inside us not just with us, we will know that he lives. This increased certainty will 
make an immeasurable difference to ability to live for Him. 

This blessing is often accepted as a side benefit of being brave enough to seek after 
everything that is available to a Christian, but really as often happens, we have it all upside 
down. The main purpose of increased certainty was not for our personal satisfaction, it was to 
enable us to proclaim the Gospel with boldness as happened in Acts.  

We see the drastic difference between the disciples before and after Pentecost, but we do 
not include ourselves in the picture. This should also be our reaction, but instead we often 
become self centred in our personal appreciation. The context of these chapters in John is one 
of proclaiming the gospel with signs and wonders to a sceptical unbelieving world. The personal 
benefits are important but secondary. 

 
And all spoke with various tongues (Acts 19:12) 
(1 Cor 14:2) For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands 
him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.  

(Jude 1:20) But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 

One way the Holy Spirit helps us in prayer is by giving us utterance in a language for prayer 
which we have never learned. Thus we can bypass our minds with their doubt and lack of 
understanding of what is best, and pray according to the perfect will of God.  
Remember this from earlier?  

Yes… this is a greater work, so let’s look at this again. Any reasonable reading of Acts tells 
us that tongues is a gift of the Holy Spirit, not work of the apostles. To quote myself, “in chapter 
2 of Acts, the apostles did not pray for or ask for the gift of tongues.” Of course later on they did, 
but Paul sets the theology of this straight by declaring tongues to be a gift that is available for all 
believers (1 Cor 14:18-23), even though there are plenty that don’t want it.  

We need to acknowledge that tongues finds, or is described by a number of expression and 
a variety of purposes in Acts, and other places – such as: 

Expressions: 
Speaking in other human languages, speaking or singing in tongues (1Cor 14:26), 

groanings (Rom 8:26, for intercession), language of angels (1Cor 13:1, either a real or poetic 
expression)  

Purposes:  
Evangelism, intercession, enabling/assisting in the exchange of guidance, spiritual worship, 

spiritual warfare/prayer, speaking mysteries to God (1Cor 14:2), (Jude 1:20). 

 



There is more than just variety, there is an unpredictable element that adds another 
dimension that can not be contained or completely explained. 

We can say it is part of the power and expression of the Holy Spirit, but in my experience 
power does not come from a vacuum, like all energy it is an interaction. It is a combination of 
many things, and it finds an expression that reflects that combination. There is conviction, a 
presence of God, confusion, a lack of human understanding, and a bursting out of emotion from 
people that were not expecting to be emotional.  

Tongues was designed by God to be a very practical and yet spiritual answer to how we 
interact with God. Nothing expresses a possible clash of the practical and spiritual more than 
this verse from Romans. 

(Rom 8:26) Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know 
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  

Although this speaks of the Spirit, all intercessors who speak in tongues will recognise this 
interaction, as a realistic expression of what we feel. 

 
The Gifts and Ministries of the Spirit 

In like manner, the other gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit have a direct bearing on 
“greater things” we are capable of. Perhaps at a later date I will also detail some aspects of 
these. However since it will in some way echo the arguments used for the gift of tongues, I will 
move on for now. 

 

 

According to the Purpose 
 
The Holy Spirit empowers us to be Witnesses 
John 16:13, 14 - However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for 
He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things 
to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 

(Rom 8:11) But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you, NKJ.  

(Acts 1:8) "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  

(Mk 4:19) I will make you fishers of men! (Jn 20:21) As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.  

Have you felt the impact of trying to stand up for your faith in front of a large number of 
unbelievers? If you have done this a number of times, you’ll be aware of a number of things. 

• How hard it can be 
• How small people can make you feel 
• How stupid you can feel if others seem to know as much about the Bible as you do. 
• How difficult it is to be reasonable when people have developed hate complexes against 

God, or against the world around them. 



• How difficult it is to respond to sledge hammer comments that are designed as an insult. 
• How hard it can be to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice when you are trying to listen to 3 or 4 

different points of view at the same time. 

God's Spirit is likened to oil in a lamp, "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom (Mt. 25:1). If we do not know 
how to hear or sense the voice of the Holy Spirit, we are guaranteed to run out of oil when the 
going gets a little tough. 

This “going out” has often been left in the background. It is easier to opt for nice sermons 
on the need to read the Bible daily. I do not believe that Matthew 25:1 is really about reading the 
Bible daily at all. God's work has never just been about getting a few saved and having a 
reasonable reading program. The Christian life is a very long journey. 

We have to do our part. I also note that the foolish virgins did not realise they were foolish 
till they needed to go out and meet the bridegroom. At that point they realised that they were not 
prepared. Before then, they had probably been doing their duties within the safe walls of the 
church for many years. Inside the church one needs good habits, and a huge amount of 
patience, but not much faith is required. 

On the other hand, if we go out we soon discover a totally different reality. We need a great 
deal of faith. Good habits are only moderately useful, we need to hear God for ourselves, and if 
we have too much patience, we will miss the opportunities that God gives us. The promise of 
the Holy Spirit is that “He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” For those that go 
out, the reality of this promise is like precious gold. 

I am reminded of the priest who had been forced attend many sessions of communist 
anti-religious propaganda. At the end of these sessions, he took his courage in his hands and 
asked if he might say a few words. He was told to keep it very short indeed. He said this would 
not be a problem. He stood up, faced all the other attendees and said, “The Lord has risen” and 
all in the room replied loudly, “He is risen indeed!”  

Sometimes we do not need to say very much! In western countries however, we do need to 
take the Christian jargon and attitude out of our comments so people can understand them. This 
seems to be one of the hardest things for Christians to do, and has become a stumbling block to 
many. We need to be like Jesus, and find a natural way to connect with ordinary people without 
using religious speak. 

 
The Holy Spirit will intercede for us 

Someone once said the book of Acts could be better named The Acts of the Holy Spirit, and 
I completely agree. It seems that on many occasions, these acts were done in spite of human 
obstruction. On these occasions the Holy Spirit would simply ignore what we wanted to do, and 
present other alternatives.  

There have been plenty of books written on intercession, so I will not attempt to improve on 
this large volume of work. 

However, it can be hard to distinguish between the Holy Spirit’s intervention and 
intercession. I like to think of this as more a problem of, “thick headed humans that can not 
hear what the Holy Spirit is saying.” Sometimes that even includes ourselves!  

I have already talked about the gift of tongues on the day of Pentecost – one of the Holy 
Spirit’s little surprises; this was a case of intervention, but there are others. For example, in 



Acts, Peter was amazed when God wanted to give the Holy Spirit to the other peoples of the 
world. He was so amazed he did not understand what the Holy Spirit was saying, and the vision 
needed to be repeated three times. On this occasion, God was not going to take “I don’t 
understand” as an answer, this was too important. However, we all understand that today many 
messages go unheard, and churches often prefer to operate according to what is best in their 
own eyes. 

I see no reason why such intervention would be limited to New Testament times. I’m sure 
we can all agree that it is still urgently needed today. So as a matter of faith and belief, we 
should expect to see Holy Spirit intervene today. 

 
Body Works 
(Eph 4:16) ”... the whole body ... when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds 
itself in love.” 

The Body of Christ is designed to work together in unity. This is where the power for 
spiritual progress should come from. 

Of course we all recognise that the “working properly” part, can be a great problem. Far too 
often the body does not work properly. This was no surprise to Paul; that is why he wrote 
Ephesians. You must have noticed that he tended to write about things that were “broke” and 
discuss ways to improve them. This must have greatly irritated the leaders of those churches, 
but Paul would not put up with God’s purpose being subverted. If only we were as diligent today! 

 
Faith Works – according to the Purpose 
(Col. 2:12) “and you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith 
in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.” 

(Heb 13:21) “equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you” 

Faith works best when we are working according to the purposes of God. This does not 
mean according religious doctrines and denominational rules. The example of Jesus should be 
a shining light for us here. He often made religious leaders angry with his comments. I hear so 
many Christians say you should operate within the structures of the church. Do I need to point 
out that Jesus did not do this? We read that Jesus often found it hard to do many miracles in 
religious institutions and unbelieving towns. The same is also true today in many churches 
because of unbelief. 

For a great deal more on this specific topic, read “the Purposes of God” and “According to 
the Pattern” by Rev. Edwin Stube. 
 
Conclusion 

This study was a revelation to me. I have always been sceptical of those that claim the 
anointing of “greater works” in their ministry. So many people create theology to suit what they 
want to do. How convenient! Perhaps however we should be more careful of scripture. I know 
history is against us there, but it would be nice. 

What was harder to foresee was the level of revelation that could be uncovered by digging 
for a deeper meaning of this scripture. This study shows that the role of the Holy Spirit has been 
seriously under valued by most of the church. This is one of the many reasons that the church 
operates on a minimum power setting.  



As this lengthy study has revealed, it is almost impossible to do greater works than Jesus, 
and I challenge anyone to find genuinely grater works, not just similar works. When we examine 
what Jesus was talking about, there is no doubt he was directly referring to the the Holy Spirit 
being released at Pentecost, and the relationship between the Holy Spirit and works.  

We also see the respect and honour Jesus has for the Holy Spirit. We can speculate that 
the reason for them being greater, is not that they are physically greater (which is almost 
impossible), but rather they are greater because of the important role the God’s Spirit will play in 
these works. There is an excitement or longing to the way Jesus describes the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus understands the importance of the Spirit of God being on the inside. 

Even the Pentecostal church, foundered from a Holy Spirit generated revival seems to have 
left this importance behind for a middle of the road spirituality where it does not seem to matter 
if the Holy Spirit dwells with us or is in us. By all means let us be all inclusive, but let us not 
ignore why the Holy Spirit should be in us (John 14:17). It could be that this is an vital ingredient 
in the battle for humanity today. 

 

I hope you enjoyed this study on Greater Works. I know I enjoyed the time searching 
and meditating for answers. 

Pastor Spencer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Holy Spirit Study 
I found this study on line somewhere. For those interested in a general sermon outline or 
Bible study on the Holy Spirit, it seems very useful. 
 

Introduction 

The Holy Spirit 

The subject of the Holy Spirit is of extreme importance. We all need His presence and His 
power, and without Him, it would be utterly impossible for us to live the Christian life and serve 
God. Yet, few biblical doctrines have caused more division within the Church as this one. 

"One of the most subtle tactics adopted by the Enemy to paralyse the Church has been to make 
Christians afraid of the Holy Spirit. He has driven groups of earnest believers to adopt extreme 
positions on the right and on the left. He laughs as he sees neither group in complete enjoyment 
of the power and fullness the Spirit delights to bestow". 



We need to study the Scriptures diligently, asking the Lord to guide us in our study. 

I. Jesus And The Holy Spirit 

A. Christ arose - and now lives! When He ascended into heaven, He did not leave His 
followers alone. He sent them the Holy Spirit. 

Why did God send the Holy Spirit according to the following verses? 

1. John 14.26 He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all that I said to you  

2. John 16:7-14 "...it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  

II. Who Is The Holy Spirit? 

A. The Holy Spirit Is A Person 

We might shirk that the Spirit is merely a power, a force, or an "it", when in fact, 
Scripture reveals that the Holy Spirit is a person. The Holy Spirit is a person in the same 
sense that God the Father is a person, and the Lord Jesus Christ is a person. 

1. He Acts As A Person 

a. He teaches (John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 2:13) 

b. He testifies (John 15:26) 

c. He guides into all truth, He hears, speaks, shows (John 16:13) 

d. He prays for us (Romans 8:26) 

2. He Has The Attributes of A Person 

"What constitutes the essentials of personality? Usually three things - a person must possess 
intelligence, emotions, and will. A thing lacks these, but the Holy Spirit is not a thing because He 
has intelligence, emotions and will". 

a. Intelligence - 

The Spirit knows the things of God (1 Corinthians 2:10-11) 

b. Emotions - 

The Holy Spirit can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30, and He loves Christians (Romans 
15:30). Both emotions are experienced by a person not a thing or power. 

c. Will - 

The Spirit gives gifts to men as He wills (1 Corinthians 12:11) 

3. He Can Be Treated As A Person, Since He can be ... 
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a. Lied to (Acts 5:3) 

b. Tested (Acts 5:9) 

c. Resisted (Acts 7:51) 

d. Grieved (Ephesians 4:3 0) 

e. Outraged (Hebrews 10:29) 

f. Blasphemed Against (Matthew 12:31) 

g. Called Upon (Ezekiel 37:9) 

B. The Holy Spirit Is God 

1. The Holy Spirit possesses divine attributes. He knows all things (1 
Corinthians 2:11-12) and one can never escape the presence of the Spirit, in 
other words, He is omnipresent (Psalm 139:7,8) 

2. The Holy Spirit is associated with the Father and the Son, and placed on the 
same level as they are. 

a. According to Matthew 28:19, the disciples must baptize in what names? 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

b. Read Acts 5:1-6. Who did Ananias lie to ? Holy Spirit  

Then in verse 4, who is Ananias accused of lying to? God  

Both verses are referring to the same person - Ananias lied to the Holy 
Spirit who is God. 

c. According to John 4:24, what is God? God is spirit  

We have seen that the Holy Spirit is a person and God. ‘If the Spirit were merely a power 
coming from above, it would be at my disposal and I could use it at will. But if the Spirit is a 
Person, and more than that, if He is God Himself, it is I would should be at His disposal, and 
love and obey Him in all things. Besides, receiving into our hearts not only a blessing, but the 
presence of the Almighty God is to have within us the source of all grace and of all possibility. 
Let us beware of failing to recognize the true nature of the Holy Spirit." (Rene Pache) 

III. The Work Of The Holy Spirit In Our Salvation 

A. According to John 16:8-11, what three things does the Holy Spirit do to the 
non-Christian in the world? 

1. concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me  

2. concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me  
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3. concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged  

B. In John 3, Jesus shares how one can be born-again. In verse 5, what must take place if 
a person is to be a born again Christian? He must be born of water and the Spirit  

C. Can anyone truly acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior apart from the Holy Spirit's 
work in his heart according to 1 Corinthians 12:3? Yes No  

It is the Holy Spirit who imparts and makes effective within the believer a new nature. 
new nature is a total transformation of the believer's make-up and identify. The believer 
is at this point "born from above" (John 3:3) and is actually a "new creature" (2 
Corinthians 5:17). This impartation of, or giving of, eternal life is experienced by all who 
accept Christ as their Savior. 

IV. The Filling Of The Holy Spirit 

Read Ephesians 5:15-20. In this passage, Christians are encouraged to live a certain way. Verse 
18 consists of two commands: one negative, "do not get drunk with wine"; and one positive, "be 
filled with the Holy Spirit". The positive command is our focus here! 

Whereas all believers possess the Holy Spirit in all His fullness and are permanently indwelt 
with the Spirit from the moment they believe, not all believers allow the indwelling Spirit to 
affect their lives; thus Paul's command "be filled with the Holy Spirit." 

This is not an option or a suggestion for the Christian - it is a command to "be kept continually 
filled" with the Spirit. It's not a once-for-all filling - it's to be done moment by moment. 

To be filled with the Spirit is to allow the Holy Spirit to permeate your life, empower and control 
you. 

A. Turn to Galatians 5:22,23. What is the proof of being filled with the Spirit?  
the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  

As you can see, to be filled with the Spirit is to have your thinking (about life, people, 
circumstances), evaluation, goals, desires, longings, will (choices, decisions, intentions), as well 
as the resulting behavior, permeated with and affected by the Holy Spirit. 

B. The believer can quench the Spirit's expression of God's power and life through his life. The 
filling of the Spirit is conditional upon the believers sincere desire to be a living expression of 
God's will by the way he walks and lives. In such a person the Spirit can freely manifest the 
power and life of God in the affairs of daily living. 

C. How To Be Filled With The Holy Spirit 

Scripture mentions four essential conditions to be filled with the Spirit. 

1. Confession Of Our Conscious Sins 
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It is sin that grieves the Spirit and quenches His work in our lives. By acknowledging both our 
sin and God's gracious forgiveness and cleansing through Christ (1 John 1:9), we free the Holy 
Spirit to fill us. 

2. Desiring The Spirit's Filling 

Jesus said, "If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture said, 'From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.' But this He spoke of 
the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive..." (John 7:37-9) 

"Thirst is an imperative need which must be satisfied. A man racked by thirst will give anything 
to be able to quench it. Fullness, life through the Spirit, is given only to those who truly thirst, to 
those who are prepared to pay the price, to abandon all if necessary to receive it. "Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied." (Matthew 5:6). Have 
we such a thirst for sanctification, victory and plenty, for radiance and power? Do we desire a 
Christian life which is free from constant vicissitudes and repeated falls, unencumbered by 
weakness and continual sorrow? In short do we thirst after the Spirit's Fullness? Then let us draw 
near to the Savior' for His promise is to us." 

As you grow as a Christian, you will hopefully find yourself thirsting and desiring God's Spirit to 
fill you at work (with customers, clients, competition), in all your relationships (with spouse, 
children, in-laws, neighbors), at home (budgeting, chores), at church (during worship, ministry, 
outreach, etc.). 

3. Surrendering Ourselves To God, Giving Access In Our Whole Bending To His Influence And 
Filling 

God desires to fill us with the Holy Spirit. Frequently, we close off areas of our life, our beings, 
from the Spirit. We yield in areas of convenience, yet resist His indwelling the secret chambers 
and closets of our hearts. 

"Some, perhaps, will say: I would willingly yield all into God's hands and empty my heart that 
He might fill it, but there are many things which keep me bound and which I am unable to root 
rout of my life. But, of course, God does not expect us to purify ourselves or to expel first by our 
own efforts, that which hinders His work in us. We would not accomplish this. All He asks is our 
consent - to let Him enter into every part that He may transform and purify all. All He desires is 
the complete submission of our will contrary to which He will not act, since He created us free 
beings. But once full command has been placed in His hands, He: will no longer be hindered 
from filling us and glorifying Himself in us. According to His promise, He will produce in us 
both the will and the ability to act (Philippians 2:13), and will make all things possible. Listen to 
the exhortation of the apostle Paul, who gives us the key to sanctification: "...present yourselves 
to God as those alive from the dead, ... I urge you therefore... to present your bodies a living and 
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship." (Romans 6:12-13; 
12:1). 

May we present ourselves unto God saying to Him, "Lord, I yield myself completely to Thee as I 
am; I am willing to pay the price' cost what it may, and to be filled with thy Spirit." 
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4. Believe That God Has Filled Us With His Spirit When We Have Met The First Three 
Conditions. 

Turn to the parable in Luke 11:11-13. This parable compares the relationship of a child and his 
good father to the Christian and His heavenly Father. Will God give us the Holy Spirit if we ask 
Him to? "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?" 

Simple faith in God and His promises results in our being filled with the Spirit. We may not 
"feel" full, get goose bumps, be overwhelmed with the sense of peace or His presence, yet we are 
filled. Our confidence is in God and His promises, not our feelings. 

Conclusion 

So much has been said, so much more could be said about the Holy Spirit. Why don't you take a 
minute and quietly reflect on the Holy Spirit and ask Him to fill you for the tasks you will be 
facing next in your day, this day, and the morrow. 
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