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Foreword 
 
Another Comforter 

The Holy Spirit is our contact person with the Trinity. Jesus promised before He left His 
disciples that the Holy Spirit would be their instructor and enabler. The Holy Spirit bears 
witness to Jesus and to the Father and keeps us in close touch with both. Normal Christian 
life is life in the Spirit. In the Book of Acts, we find the early Christians receiving an experience 
which is variously described as:  

"The promise of the Father" (1:4). 
"Baptized in the Holy Spirit" (1:5). 
"The Holy Spirit comes upon you" (1:8). 
"Filled with the Holy Spirit" (2:4). 
"The gift of the Holy Spirit" (2:38).  

From the context, it is clear that these expressions indicate different aspects of the same 
experience. 

"Promise of the Father" reminds us that this experience was predicted by the Old 
Testament prophets (e.g., Joel 2:28). 

"Baptized in the Holy Spirit" reminds us of the words of John the Baptist: "I baptize you 
with water, but .... He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire" (Luke 3:16). The 
word "baptized" indicates that we are to be totally immersed in the Spirit of God and yielded to 
Him. 

Acts 1:8 stresses the coming of the Spirit to the Church, giving power to become 
witnesses to Christ unto the ends of the earth. 

"Filled with the Spirit" reminds us of Jesus' words likening the Holy Spirit to living water, 
which will not only quench our thirst, but will also overflow and pour out like a great life-giving 
stream (John 7:37-39). 

The promise of receiving the "gift of the Holy Spirit" assures us that God wills this 

 



 

 

experience, and freely gives it to any who have repented and been baptized in forgiveness of 
sins (Acts 2:38). 

We read in Acts 8 that a whole city was converted through the evangelistic efforts of 
Philip. The new believers were baptized in the Name of Jesus for the remission of their sins, 
but they did not yet receive the Holy Spirit. Then, "when the Apostles at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John," who "laid 
hands on them that they might receive the Holy Spirit," thereby inadvertently providing us the 
prototype for confirmation (Acts 8:14). Clearly, baptism in water and in the Holy Spirit are two 
separate events, both of which should happen as soon as possible as part of the process or 
our rebirth as Christians. 

In His sovereignty, God can also give the Spirit prior to any sacramental act. At 
Cornelius' house, the Spirit fell on them while Peter was still preaching to them. Only 
afterwards did they receive the baptism in water (Acts 10:44-48). 

  

In the Spirit 
When we receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we enter into a new and exciting life of 

discipleship. As we yield ourselves to Him, He begins to manifest Himself in us in surprising 
ways, even using our tongues, the most unruly members of our bodies, in a supernatural 
language of praise. But this new language of the Spirit is just the beginning, a door which 
opens up to blessing upon blessing — to Christ's deep love, and to gifts and fruit of the Spirit 
in abundance. 

The new language of the Spirit is a sign of having received the baptism in the Spirit, and 
also an assurance that He continues to dwell in us. This language is also a new and 
supernatural way to praise God, leading us into deeper and deeper realms of prayer and 
union with God. After we begin to pray in tongues, we need to keep practicing it all the time, 
so that it becomes fluent and as easy as breathing. 

As we continue praying in this super natural way, we receive a peace we never imagined 
before, this language of the Spirit bears continual witness to His presence in us, and we 
receive confidence and authority for ministry. 

  

"Gifts" or Manifestations of the Spirit 
In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, we find nine so-called "gifts" of the Spirit, which verse 7 

describes more accurately as manifestations. We are filled with the Spirit; then He manifests 
Himself through us as He wills. These manifestations belong to the Holy Spirit and not to us. 
The Holy Spirit has "gifts of healing" for sick people. They are His gifts, and He wants to give 
them to the person who needs them. Let us not pride ourselves that we have a gift of healing 
or prophecy or discerning of spirits. We are just the delivery persons. 

These manifestations of the Spirit are always for a particular time and situation. The Lord 
speaks or acts through us to meet an immediate need. If we have received the Holy Spirit and 
yielded ourselves to Him, then He can use us for any one of these manifestations. All can 
speak in tongues (1 Corinthians 14 5), all can prophesy (1 Corinthians 14:31). If we see 
someone collapse on the street we do not need to tell him to wait while we run off looking for 
our friend with a gift of healing. The Lord wants us to be ready always and everywhere to 
manifest His love through ministry in the Spirit. 

Then, why, in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, does Paul say: "To one is given to another is given . 
. ."? Because in these chapters (1 Corinthians 11—14), Paul is talking primarily about the 
Christian fellowship at worship. He is emphasizing our working together in the Body. It is not a 
one-man ministry; but all can take part, as the Spirit apportions His manifestations "to all 
individually as He wills." A person may one time prophesy, and another time be used to 
deliver gifts of healing or utter a word of knowledge. Our part is to be obedient to the Spirit 
and ready to let Him manifest Himself as He wills.  

  



 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, Paul lists nine different manifestations of the Spirit: 

1. Word of Wisdom.  
A command or word of guidance from the Lord, dealing with a given situation, revealing 

the Lord's will in that situation. Paul once spoke with divine authority, using a word   wisdom, 
telling the people on shipboard that all the cargo must be thrown   overboard, but all the 
people must stay on board that they might all be saved (Acts 27:21-44). By the operation of 
words of wisdom, the Lord speaks His direction to us in our prayer fellowship and also directs 
our ministry step by step. 

2. Word of Knowledge. 
A revelation of sonic fact or condition that could not be known by natural means.  This 

often diagnoses the spiritual or physical condition of the person to whom we are ministering. 
Jesus told the woman He met by the well in Samaria what was wrong with her marital history. 
If God gives us direct understanding of the condition, and wisdom to minister to it, our ministry 
can be powerful and effective, and God is glorified. 

3. Faith.  
Certainty concerning God's ability and willingness to act in a given circumstance at a 

given instant. In this way, God gives us the assurance we need for healing or doing other 
miracles in His Name. One time, while Paul was preaching, he saw a crippled man in the 
audience who had received this gift of faith for healing. Paul stopped preaching and told the 
man to stand up and walk. 

4. Gifts of Healing.  
The grace of God operating to heal sick bodies and minds. The Lord uses us as His 

instruments to deliver this gift of healing to the sick person. Healing does not depend on the 
loudness of our voice or the length of our prayer. In the New Testament almost all healing is 
done by a simple word of command. 

5. Working of Miracles. 
A demonstration of God's supernatural power, like Jesus walking on the water, or 

feeding multitudes with a boy's lunch. In our church in Montana we learned the effectiveness 
of prayer for rain in a dry country. We also learned to prevent hail damage by a word of 
command in the Name of Jesus. 

6. Discerning of Spirits.  
Recognizing spirits and distinguishing among the Holy Spirit, angel spirits, demons, and 

the spirit in man. Discerning of spirits is tremendously necessary in the life of the church, 
especially for those in places of leadership. This manifestation is essential in deliverance 
ministry and in leading meetings which experience the freedom of the Spirit. We need to 
distinguish clearly whether people are being motivated by the Holy Spirit, their own ideas or 
emotions, or some other spirit. Also, every church has people whose lives are in some 
measure troubled or bound by evil forces. We need to be able to bring them God's 
deliverance. Sometimes we meet people with unexplained illnesses. The Spirit may reveal to 
us that these are the result of participation in occult practices, or because someone else has 
put a curse on them. In these cases, a prayer for healing would not be appropriate. We must 
discern these causes in the Spirit, and then take authority over them in Jesus' Name. 

7. Prophecy.  
Speaking God's words. We yield our mouths to God, and He speaks through us to His 

people for up encouragement, and consolation (1 Corinthians 14:3). Paul indicates that 
prophecy is the most important of the manifestations of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 14:1). 
Prophecy may contain predictive elements, but its main function is for strengthening and 
building up the Body of Christ. We can always get much advice and counsel from men, often 
confusing and conflicting. How wonderful if we can hear directly from God. In prayer meetings 



 

 

or worship led by the Holy Spirit, God can speak to us in one prophetic utterance after 
another revealing the secrets of His heart and teaching us His ways in a most direct manner. 
As we put into practice what He tells us, we see ever-increasing results in our lives and 
ministry. 

8. Tongues.  
Supernatural prayer in a language given by the Spirit and unknown to the speaker. We 

should pray continually in the language of the Spirit in our private devotions in order to remain 
yielded to the Spirit and in union with Christ. Sometimes this manifestation can be used also 
for speaking to people whose language we do not know. Throughout the history of the Church 
from Saint Paul on, there have been many who have preached the Gospel and ministered, by 
inspiration of the Spirit, in languages they have never learned. In public meetings, the gift of 
tongues (if spoken out loud) should be interpreted. We can pray in the spirit (i.e., in tongues), 
and we can also pray with our minds (i.e., by hearing the interpretation of the tongues) (1 
Corinthians 14:14, 15). We can also sing new songs given directly by the Spirit, rather than 
just songs from a book or songs we have learned. Sometimes, in our worship together, all can 
worship and sing praise to the Lord in the Spirit. Another time one or two people or even a 
room full of people can sing psalms given by the Spirit. 

9. Interpretation of Tongues.  
Repeating in the common language of the people the sense of the public prayer or song 

in tongues described above. Sometimes the interpreter will simply understand the sense of 
the words in tongues, or he may yield his tongue to the Lord, just as the one who prays in 
tongues, but pray in his own language with words the Lord gives him. Interpretation of 
tongues should properly be in the form of inspired prayer, because Paul teaches in 1 
Corinthians 14 that he who speaks in tongues is not speaking to men, but to God. 

Everyone who has been baptized in the Spirit can be used to deliver any of the nine 
manifestations of the Spirit. In Christian gatherings, the Spirit apportions them according to 
need, using us to minister one to another. In our everyday walk, we should be yielded enough 
to the Lord to be able to minister to people through these manifestations of the Spirit 
anywhere and at any time. 

Spiritual ministry is anti-pride, because it begins with the admission that our words and 
thoughts and actions are inadequate, and that we need "the mind of Christ." Nor can we take 
credit for anything we say or anything that happens. All comes from Him, returns to Him, and 
glorifies Him. We just happen to have the privilege of standing there with our mouths open when 
it starts to happen. 'It is no longer I but Christ!" 

Our own intelligence, education, and ability are not negated or discarded in this spiritual 
ministry; but these natural capacities need to be brought to the Cross and surrendered to 
Him. Let us never forget that His thoughts are higher than ours and His understanding 
deeper. For delivering the spoken gifts (prophecy, words of wisdom, words of knowledge), we 
simply open our mouths and speak forth the words He gives us. They need not be delivered 
formally with a "Thus saith the Lord," but can be delivered simply and conversationally in 
personal ministry; or they can occur almost unconsciously in preaching or teaching. 

For healing and other miracles, we must be ready to on hands, issue a word of 
command, or do whatever else He wants. 

Paid says that "the spirits of prophets are subject to the prophets." This means that the 
Holy Spirit does not force us to do or say anything. We are free to obey or disobey. We can 
quench the Spirit by not delivering what the Spirit gives us, or we can get ahead of the Spirit 
and say or do a lot of things that the Lord did not command. Either way causes confusion. 

But we can also be obedient to the Spirit, cooperate with Him, and manifest the love of 
the Lord Jesus. Do not worry if you do not see all these manifestations in your ministry at the 
first. Trust that, as you learn to yield to Him, and as need arises, He will use you. Keep 
seeking this spiritual ministry by prayer, practice, and obedience to the Spirit. 

Many people are afraid to yield to the free working of the Holy Spirit or to allow His 
manifestation in their churches, lest there be counterfeit or false manifestations. 



 

 

But we can only surely distinguish the true and the false if we ourselves have 
experienced the real thing. For this reason, it is absolutely essential that we have a deep 
involvement in the true fellowship and work of the Holy Spirit, trusting our Lord to watch over 
us and teach us lovingly and patiently, even through our mistakes. 

  

The Law of Love 
In the New Testament, love is not basically an emotion or attitude, but a way of acting. 

God loved the world He had made. When He saw that world gone astray, He acted. He sent 
His Son to manifest His love and to bring the creature back into fellowship with Him. The Son, 
Jesus, manifested God's love for fallen humanity by acting in the following ways: 

1.      He forgave sins. 
2.      He healed sickness. 
3.      He cast out demons. 
4.      He preached the Kingdom of God. 

These works of love meet fallen man's deepest needs. Through them, God's Son offers 
to men peace in their inner being, peace with other people, peace among nations, and peace 
with God. He also provides for the revelation of His power and glory in a darkening world. 
The purpose of God's love is the redemption of the world. This requires not acceptance of people 
and conditions as they are, but, rather, a radical transformation of all things. 

 

Our proper response to these works of God's love is two-fold: 

1. Receive these gifts of His love for us: forgiveness, healing of body, mind, and spirit, 
deliverance from every power of darkness, and entrance into His Kingdom, accepting His 
dominion in our lives. 

2. Become Christ's messengers to pass on His love to others, by doing for them in His Name 
what He has done for us. 

This twofold response fulfills Christ's laws of love for God and man. 

To show this practical kind of love, we need the supernatural equipment of the Spirit. 
Natural human love is totally inadequate for God's purposes. The nine manifestations of the 
Spirit are the weapons of our warfare to deliver people from the evils of this world and the 
means of showing Christ's love toward others. 

When we receive the baptism in the Spirit, the love of Christ is operative in our lives and 
continues to grow. As we yield to Him, His love flows out to others. We deliver His words and 
His help to them. 

Some people have tried to interpret the love of 1 Corinthians 13 as a substitute for the 
manifestations of the Spirit. But if we examine the context, we see that love is here presented 
as the "more excellent way" to receive and exercise the gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:31; 
14:1). 

The close relationship of the spiritual gifts and Christ's commandment to love God and 
one another is shown in 1 Corinthians 13. Not by accident did Paul place chapter 13 between 
chapters 12 and 14. The fruit of the Spirit cannot be divorced from the manifestation of the 
Spirit. We need to be motivated by God's redemptive purpose and implement that motivation 
by the manifestations of the Spirit. Much depends on our motivation. Without that proper 
motivation, we may exercise spiritual gifts, but we will actually be witnessing to our own 
spirituality instead of to Christ's redemptive purpose. On the other hand, if we try to be loving 
without the manifestation of the Spirit, we will only express natural human love. Our love will 
be a feeling or emotion. If my neighbor is sick, I can sit at home and feel love for that person. 
But the love of Jesus may make me go there, lay hands on him, and heal. If my neighbor is 
discouraged or depressed, I can go in the love of Jesus and deliver a word of wisdom or 
prophecy for "up building, encouragement, and consolation" (1 Corinthians 14:3). 

The proper order is (1) follow after love, and (2) seek spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 14:1). 
The spiritual gifts make the love practical and demonstrable. We do not manifest our own 



 

 

human love, but His supernatural love. We minister to others not according to our own ability, 
but His. 

  

Fruit of the Spirit 
No one has ever succeeded in sanctifying himself. Rather, the Holy Spirit works the 

Christ-like character in us. Our part is to let Him flow through us and do His works in us and 
through us. 

In Galatians 5:22 and 23, we are told that the "fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." 

These Christ-like qualities are not attained by our effort, but are fruit of our submission to 
the Holy Spirit and the exercise of His gifts. The more we bring Christ's forgiveness, healing, 
and deliverance to others, the more we are filled with His love. The love of God flows through 
us like a mighty river. If we know that we are acting according to His will, we will increase in 
joy and peace. We grow in patience, kindness, and goodness, because it is hard to get 
irritated at people to whom we are ministering the love and help of the Lord. We grow in 
faithfulness as we continue to be obedient to the Spirit's work in and through our lives. We 
learn gentleness as we realize that we depend entirely on the Lord's power, not our own 
effort. We will see the need of exercising self-control so that the testimony of our lives will not 
become a hindrance to the Lord's work. 

The goal of this sanctifying process is that we "all come to the unity of the faith and 
knowledge of the Son of God, becoming mature, according to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:13). 

  

Walking in the Spirit 
Let us not be impatient if we do not see all this spiritual growth in our lives at the 

beginning. Fruit has to grow. After children are born, they need to learn to walk. People who 
have been born again and become children of God, need to learn to walk in the Spirit. 

 
Walking in the Spirit involves two things: 

1. Praying in the Spirit.  

In 1 Corinthians 14:2, we read that "he who speaks in tongues does not speak to men, 
but to God; in the Spirit he utters mysteries." When we pray in tongues, we are praying in the 
Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 14:4, we read that he who speaks in tongues edifies himself. Praying 
continually in the Spirit keeps us in tune with the Lord and builds up and perfects our spirits. 
In Isaiah 28:11, it is explained that speaking in tongues is God's rest. We enter into His rest 
because our members are yielded to His Spirit. We cease from our own labors, our faith is 
built up, and our spirits are united with His Spirit. It is no longer we who live, but Christ. This is 
the first part of walking in the Spirit. 

2. Obedience.  

As we pray in the Spirit, we often hear the voice of the Spirit telling us to do something. If 
the Lord wants us to prophesy, let us prophesy. If He wants us to speak to someone, let us 
speak. If He wants us to sit still, let us sit still. If He wants us to pray for a sick person, let us 
pray. Let us not be afraid to yield ourselves fully and constantly to the guidance of the Spirit, 
letting His love change and sanctify us. Let us enter into the joy of His service, giving thanks 
and praise continually in the new language He has given us, ministering with His authority 
and power, speaking His words and doing His works. We will grow in the Spirit from glory to 
glory. Our love will be perfected in Christ. 

  

Fellowship in the Spirit 
The best atmosphere in which to begin experiencing the work of the Spirit is in a small 

informal prayer fellowship without predetermined order of worship or human leadership. We 



 

 

can remember that Jesus simply gathered a little group of people to be with Him, to observe 
His life and ministry, and to be sent out to do likewise. Jesus never held a class or scheduled 
a service. As occasion arose, He ministered to the needs of the multitudes or to needy 
individuals. But, day by day, He devoted His major attention to the little group of disciples 
gathered in the closest kind of fellowship. As they shared their lives and experienced ministry 
together, He continually imparted His life to them. 

Immersion in the life of the Spirit enables us to become that little group gathered around 
the Lord Jesus. We focus our attention on Him, and we worship and adore Him. We invite His 
Spirit to be present and direct our worship and praise. We grow in an intimate relationship 
with Him and with each other. 

We need this kind of fellowship as a supplement to our Sunday morning church 
experience. In a traditional church service, we receive instruction in the faith; we listen to 
prayers directed toward God and make them our own by assenting to them in our hearts; we 
celebrate the Eucharist as an offering of corporate praise and thanksgiving and a 
demonstration of the solidarity of the Body of Christ. But active participation is limited. The 
worship is mainly led by experts (ordained persons). The congregation functions largely as 
observers. Traditional church architecture reinforces this pattern. 

The early Christian community observed the corporate forms of worship "daily in the 
Temple, praising God"; but they also gathered daily in their homes for a closer fellowship with 
one another, where they could experience "the apostles' teaching and fellowship, the 
breaking of bread, and prayers" (Acts 2:42, 46). In this non-formal atmosphere, the Holy Spirit 
could instruct them directly and the apostles could train them in the same way as they had 
been taught by Jesus. 

In small Spirit-led fellowships, God is given opportunity to speak and minister directly to 
us through the manifestations of the Spirit and through inspired new songs and teaching. 
Everybody can share actively in praise and adoration to the Lord, and minister His love, one to 
another. If one is sick, the others can pray for him. If one is sad, someone can minister to him 
with a word of revelation from the Spirit. The Spirit will teach us in the fellowship, just as Jesus 
taught His disciples in fellowship. All will grow in their relationships with the Lord. They will 
experience His power in their prayers and be prepared for effective ministry to others. "Seek all 
the spiritual gifts, especially prophecy," said Paul (1 Corinthians 14:1).  

If people hear God speak to them in the meeting, they will be encouraged to hear His voice 
in their private prayers at home and everywhere. They can also expect God to speak through 
them in ministry, both within the meeting, and also outside to their friends and neighbors or 
chance acquaintances. Therefore, when we gather together a little group of people who have 
begun to walk in the Spirit, we encourage them all to exercise the manifestations of the Spirit. 
Paul says, if you can speak in tongues, begin praying for the interpretation. He also says all can 
prophesy. As people learn to minister to each other in the Spirit, they will throw off the limitations 
of man's understanding or wisdom. God Himself will speak through them for the building up of 
the faith of the whole group, and ultimately of the whole Body of Christ. 

We do not need to be overly concerned if the manifestations of the Spirit are imperfect at 
first. Paul himself said: "We know in part and prophesy in part." The Lord will occasionally 
even allow people to give manifestations which are not of His Spirit, so that the group can 
learn to distinguish. As people learn to yield more perfectly to the Spirit, the manifestations 
will be more and more reliable. We need to encourage and correct one another in love. 
Sometimes correction can be done through personal counsel outside the meeting, but often 
the Spirit Himself will bring correction in the meeting in a beautiful, loving way. Anything that 
happens can be a part of our learning and developing in the Spirit, as long as we keep 
looking to Him and trusting Him. 

The scriptural criterion for all ministry in the Christian fellowship is that it should "edify" or 
build faith. All ministry which draws attention to man's wisdom, knowledge, or position must 
be rejected. All prophecy which arises from sentiment, emotion, or natural knowledge is also 
rejected, as well as prophecies which bring accusation or discourage people. The Spirit of 
Jesus always ministers in love and grace, building up and strengthening faith and love in the 
fellowship. Criticism and accusations are more likely of some other spirit. Satan is the 
designated accuser; Jesus is the Advocate. 



 

 

As we learn to yield to the moving of God's Spirit, we will find that God brings all the 
elements of our worship into a wonderful order, leading us to new depths of understanding 
and new heights of glory and worship. 

  

Elements of Spiritual Worship 
In spiritual worship, we empty ourselves of human thoughts, emotions, plans, and effort, 

and yield ourselves fully into His hands, so that His glory can be revealed in us and through 
us. As we grow in our experience of the working of the Spirit, and in our unity with one 
another, we become increasingly sensitive to the Spirit's objective or direction for each 
particular occasion. All the teachings, prophecies, and even die songs we sing will be seen to 
be directed toward that one purpose. 

Within this framework, there will be different periods when the Spirit will work in particular 
ways — times of praise and worship, times of repentance, times of teaching. There will be a 
balance among different elements in the worship: sacramental and charismatic, teaching and 
prayer, spontaneous praise and quiet waiting upon God. All participants need to become 
sensitive to what the Spirit wants us to be doing at any given time. When it is time to sing and 
worship in the Spirit, let us not interrupt with teaching or prophecy, and vice versa. When it is 
time to be silent and enjoy His presence, let no one try to do something else. 

There will surely be a time of praise and singing in the Spirit. The Lord will give us some 
new psalms and raise us to new realms of worship in the Spirit. He puts a new song in our 
hearts and on our lips. Sometimes as we pray and praise in the Spirit, we will sense the doors 
of heaven opening, and all the angels singing and praising around the throne of God's glory. 
At that moment our song in the Spirit will become one with theirs. This is good practice for 
that day when He will come and raise us up to live continually in that heavenly realm in the 
New Jerusalem. 

There is always a time for us to sit quietly as the Lord borrows several mouths to speak 
His words to us in prophecy. He may also use several to teach as His Spirit inspires. This 
prophesying and teaching is not limited to clever people or those with theological degrees, for 
the Spirit of God can speak through a new convert, a little child, or the most unlearned person 
in the fellowship. The most necessary requirement for spiritual ministry and teaching is a 
yieldedness to the leading of the Spirit and an openness to receive revelation from Him. 

Uncrucified natural ability or understanding can actually hinder our receiving new truth 
from God's Spirit. Brilliant, highly trained people can be wonderfully used by God, but only if 
they, like the Apostle Paul, will bring their abilities and education to the foot of the Cross and 
subject them to the higher wisdom of the "mind of Christ." 

In any gathering of Christians, there is a time for the Holy Communion or "Breaking of 
Bread" together. This was the liturgical act which was instituted by Jesus Himself. The word 
"liturgy" means: the work of the people. It should be central in all our worship and fellowship. 

The parish Eucharist is the center of corporate life for the whole Body of Christ in our 
churches. But it is also very appropriate in small group worship in homes. The early church 
worshiped God daily in the Temple, and also broke bread in their homes. The Lord filled them 
with His joy and added daily to their numbers. 

There is always a time for praying for one another. We show our love for one another by 
ministering to each other's needs. We do not just "say a prayer" for them. The members of 
the Body minister to one another in the love of Christ, imparting His love. All can take part, as 
the Spirit leads, in ministering to one another. We may let the Spirit lead one to deliver a word 
of knowledge or wisdom. Then the Lord may choose one or two people to pray for the 
person's needs. "Let all things be for edification." 

In Christ's love we have an openness with each other that allows us to share the burdens 
and secrets of the heart. 

We can take time also to pray for our ministry and outreach and for any other burdens 
and concerns we may have. Let us pray for these things one by one, giving time for God's 
Spirit to guide our praying. We do not need many or fancy words, but we do need His 
direction and anointing 



 

 

There are times in our worship when we are so caught up in Him that there is no longer 
any sound of singing, even of singing in the Spirit. We stand before the presence of His 
majesty in awe and wonder. There is no sound or movement — nothing at all but Him in the 
silence of eternity. When this happens, we will never be the same again. Our lives, our 
thoughts, our ministry all are transformed. We learn again a new and deeper meaning of: "It is 
no longer I ... but Christ." 

Our ministry on the outside will not rise above the level of our worship and the quality of 
our life together. If our worship is done according to the patterns and wisdom of man, we will 
have to develop strategies for outreach and psychological models for counselling. If the 
revelation of God and the love of Christ flow in our community, we can expect similar results 
in our ministry outside. If we regularly experience manifestations of the Spirit in our worship, 
we say and do supernatural things in our ministry. If our worship in the Spirit enters behind 
the veil in the Holy of Holies, we will manifest the glory of Christ wherever we go and in 
whatever we do and say. 

  

Responsibility to the Whole Body 
One outstanding characteristic of the life in the Spirit is a restoration of the sense of 

fellowship in the whole Body of Christ. We are baptized by the Spirit into one Body (1 
Corinthians 12:13); we become members one of another; we become aware of our unity and 
fellowship with all other true believers, regardless of race, background, or even church 
affiliation. 

Those who participate in small group fellowships in the Spirit must never forget that they 
are members of die whole Body of Christ, and that their responsibility is to the whole Church. 

In fact, one proof of the reality of our spiritual experience will be seen in renewed 
participation in the life of the Church, deepened understanding of the Eucharist and all the 
sacraments, a loving concern for the renewal of the whole Church. The spiritual life of the 
prayer group flows into the whole life of the Church and transforms it from within as the light 
of Jesus shine out through our lives. 

The Spirit bears witness to Christ, and so does the life of the community which is being 
led by the Spirit. 
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