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Preface  

This  book was not really written, it just grew. It represents the unfolding of my own 
understanding of life and ministry. Parts of it were developed when I was pastoring a church in 
Montana in the 1960's and beginning to experience life and ministry in the Spirit. Most of it grew 
out of my experience as a missionary in Indonesia where I served from 1965 to 1977. It 
represents the lessons we learned through Bible study and practice of Biblical principles. We 
have tried these insights out and found that they work.  

Jesus' parting instructions to His followers were that they should “Go into all the world and 
make disciples of all peoples” (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15). He also said very emphatically that 
“this Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations 
[peoples], and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). Apparently the return of our Lord awaits 
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our fulfilment of this commission.  

Some years ago we moved to a small town in East Java, Indonesia. There were twelve 
churches in town. But just two kilometres outside the city no one had ever heard the name of 
Jesus. We also discovered that hundreds of tribes on other islands had never heard the Gospel 
preached in their native languages.  

In our own country, a new generation is growing up without any knowledge of who Jesus is 
or what Christianity is really about. Prayer and Christian teaching are no longer allowed in our 
schools, and parents either do not know the Gospel or do not know how to convey it to their 
children. Evangelism has never been more needed throughout the world.  

To make sure that we were getting a full picture of the biblical patterns of life and ministry, 
we developed our own system of Bible study. Whenever a question came up, we made a chart 
of all the relevant Scripture passages. For example, when we wanted to learn about 
evangelism, we listed all the relevant Scripture passages down the side of the chart. On the top 
we placed all the questions we could think of, like: Who was evangelized? Who did the 
evangelizing? What words were used? What was done? What changes occurred when 
someone accepted Jesus? How did the bystanders react? What did the religious leaders do?  

When we had filled in the chart as much as possible, we added up the columns and drew 
conclusions. Then we went out to the villages round about to try out what we had learned.  

Our study of Biblical methods led us to some very radical ideas on evangelism, church 
planting, church order, and worship. We discovered that, in order for our ministry to be effective, 
the Cross had to be applied to our personal and corporate lives, and our relationship with our 
Lord had to become the consuming passion of our lives.  

I had known other methods of evangelism. As an Episcopal priest, I knew how my church 
does evangelism, namely, by holding services and hoping someone new comes in. I had also 
tried evangelizing in bars, with little success, and I had even had a little experience with big 
evangelistic campaigns.  

But we were open for the Lord to show us more effective and more scriptural methods of 
evangelism. In time learnt a great many lessons about training new converts, church planting, 
and church growth.  

None of the elements of Christian life and ministry work well in isolation. They each form a 
part of the whole. All are necessary; and all need to be in balance. New Testament church 
order, for example, will not work unless people are thoroughly converted and walking in the 
Spirit. Evangelism is not much use unless it is followed up with teaching and church planting. 
The gifts and fruit of the Spirit are both necessary and have to be in the right combination. And 
none of it works unless we are hearing and obeying the Lord's Voice.  

The following chapters present some of the insights we have learned in bringing Christians 
through birth and growth processes and pointing them on to maturity.  

Preface to the Fourth Edition  
The teachings presented in this book were originally published in the Indonesian language 

as a guide for the instruction of young people trained in our Indonesian discipleship training 
centres. The English language editions of 1981 and 1986 have been widely used in seminary 
missions courses, and by missionaries and pastors, both in this country and in the Philippines 
and several countries in Africa.  

Baltimore, Maryland, 1995  
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1. Born Anew  

“I didn't have any hope of living, because I had a diseased liver, lungs, and heart. I had already sold my 
belongings and my house to pay witch doctors and doctors and to buy medicine. Finally the witch doctor 
wouldn't even look at me any more, because I was too sick and there was no hope any more.  

“But at the last minute I heard about salvation and healing through the testimony of a Christian. I 
expressed my willingness to become a believer. I was prayed for. The Lord answered the prayer. He 
healed me and set me free from the powers of darkness. I am well and getting stronger every day.  
“I have fully surrendered my life to Jesus, and my greatest desire now is to have fellowship with Him 
every day.”  

And so a man named Riadi from the village of Toyomarto in Indonesia came to be “born anew.”  

The beginning of the Christian life, or being “born anew,” is a single process with four parts:  

1. Believing. In order for a person to begin his new life in Christ, he must first hear the Gospel and 
receive it by faith. “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word 
of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Normally this means hearing someone tell about Jesus, or reading a tract or 
portion of the Bible. Occasionally the Lord reveals Himself directly by voice or vision, without human 
agency.  

Preaching of the Gospel should be in “demonstration of the Spirit's power” (1 Corinthians 2:4). The 
Word of God spoken in the power of the Spirit, and often reinforced by healing and other miracles, 
produces a response in the heart of the hearer. This response constitutes the beginning of faith. The Holy 
Spirit convinces us of the truth of the Gospel and of our need to receive it.  

Often God likes first to perform miracles to get people's attention, and then the spoken proclamation 
of the Gospel follows. We find that evangelism in villages around us in East Java almost always begins 
with a miracle. The Lord leads us to a house where someone is sick or in trouble. God heals and delivers. 
When the friends and neighbours collect to see what has happened, we tell them about Jesus, who 
performed the miracle. If we were to use words only, they would thank us pleasantly for coming, but they 
would not receive. They need to see the reality first, and know that the Christians have a living God.  

As people reach out towards the Lord Jesus by faith, the Lord comes to them and begins some 
changes in their lives. They become aware of the reality of God's presence and love. When they receive 
this by faith, God performs a miracle in their hearts. They are justified (made righteous before God) and a 
sweet peace descends upon them.  

2. Repenting. When we come in contact with the holiness of the living God, we become aware of our 
need for repentance. Repentance is a change of orientation and life-style. We have been self-centered, 
following our own plans and desires, perhaps worshiping our own gods, or materialistic, worldly goals. 
But, as we meet Jesus and begin to believe in Him, we sense the futility of our old ways and begin to 
catch a vision of the new life with Him in the centre.  

Repentance also brings an awareness of sin. We realize that our old ways, even at best, have fallen 
short of God's standard and have not been pleasing to Him. Suddenly we become aware of the Cross of 
Christ and His great loving sacrifice. With a shock we realize that God loved us so much that He gave His 
Son to die for us, and we confess, “O Lord, I have sinned against You. I have done wrong things. My life 
up to now has been a mess.” We can even enumerate the wrongs we have done, knowing that there is 
forgiveness in the Cross of Jesus. We cannot fully understand the mystery of the Cross, but with a glad 
heart, by faith, we reach out and receive the forgiveness that He offers us.  

At the moment we confess our sins and our inadequacies before God, He performs another miracle. 
He forgives all our past wrongs, and He forgets them all. No matter what we have done or been, at the 
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moment we repent, God changes us. All our past is gone and forgotten. He forgives us our sins and 
cleanses us from all unrighteousness. We are dead to sin. Our old life is dead. Since God has forgotten it, 
we too need not remember it.  

An old man attended our meetings in a small town on the eastern end of Java. He had used many 
kinds of demonic power. He had lived a rough, evil life and killed many people. It was said he could bend 
a railroad rail with his bare hands. When people began to worship and praise the Lord, and he began to 
feel the Lord's presence, he went into a violent fit, so that eight men could hardly hold him. This happened 
several times, and each time we took authority over the evil powers that bound him. He confessed all his 
past sins, asking to be completely free of all things past. The Lord completely delivered him and gave him 
a new gentle, joyous nature. He had a new outlook and a totally new direction. His sins were forgiven and 
his old life was dead.  

3. Being Baptized in Water. If we are dead, we need to be buried. In baptism, our old life is crucified and 
buried with Christ. We rise to a new life in Him (Romans 6:4). The old habits and life-style are gone. 
Christ becomes our life. “I no longer live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). From that moment on, 
just by yielding our bodies and our lives to Him, we can continue in a new life, holy and pleasing to Him. 
In the waters of baptism, God performs a miracle in us. We come out a new creature.  

Sometimes baptism may even bring healing of the body. One day in Celebes an old woman was 
converted in one of our meetings. The next morning she brought her husband, who was the head witch 
doctor in that area. He asked many questions, and finally believed and wanted to be baptized with his 
wife. The old witch doctor was badly crippled with arthritis, but when he came up out of the water, he was 
completely healed and transformed. According to the most recent reports we have received, he has left 
all his old ways and is still serving the Lord after several years.  

We come out of the water of baptism a new creature. We are different, and everything around us 
suddenly looks different, because now we are seeing through God's eyes. We have the mind of Christ. 
We begin thinking as He thinks, feeling as he feels, doing as He does.  

Christian baptism is baptism “in the Name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38). All the authority of the Name 
of Jesus is given to us. We are given power of attorney. All the rights and privileges of King's sons are 
ours in His Name. We inherit all that He has and is. His victories become our victories; His trials become 
our trials; His work becomes our work. We become Jesus' brothers, bound together in one wonderful, 
loving family.  

4. Being Baptized in the Spirit. In order to enter into the Kingdom of God we must be born anew “of 
water and the Spirit” (John 3:5). Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. But He 
is also the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost, the people began to believe and 
ask, “What next?” Peter said, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the Name of Jesus so that 
your sins may be forgiven. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  

The baptism in the Spirit opens the way to worship in the Spirit. Jesus said, “God is Spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). The Spirit gives us new language for worship 
and prayer. He gives us “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs” (Ephesians 5:19). Our worship need not be 
bound by the thoughts and traditions of men, but can enjoy the glorious freedom and variety of the Spirit.  

The Spirit also makes us witnesses to Jesus wherever we may go. Not only do we have the desire to 
tell others about Jesus and to point them to Him, but also our whole life becomes a witness to Jesus. It is 
no longer we who live, but Christ living in us. The Christ-life is made manifest in us. The works of Christ 
are manifested through us by the gifts of the Spirit. The nature of Christ manifests itself in the 
development and growth of the fruit of the Spirit in us. People begin to see Christ, not us.  

These four steps in the process of being born anew need to take place as early as possible in a new 
believer's experience. One step leads inevitably to the next. If the birth process is excessively prolonged, 
the child will die. Much confusion arises in our churches through failure to understand this principle.  



 

6 
 
 

If a person believes and confronts the living and holy Lord Jesus, he will immediately become aware 
of his need for repentance. The first time Peter met Jesus, Jesus said, “Let down the nets for a catch” 
(Luke 5:4). Peter took in a miraculous catch of fish. His immediate reaction was to repent. “Go away from 
me, Lord; I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8). In one short sentence he acknowledged his own sinfulness, and 
his acceptance of Jesus as Lord.  

A person who repents and dies to sin should immediately be buried in the waters of baptism. Let us 
not keep the corpse around until it smells, or give it catechetical teaching so it understands burial. How 
much better, in faith, to place a new convert under the water of baptism, and let God bring him forth a 
new creature.  

On the day of Pentecost, as Peter finished preaching, he said, “Repent and be baptized each of you 
. . . .” That day three thousand people were baptized and became new members of the Church. When 
Cornelius' family believed and received the Spirit they were baptized. The Philippian jailer and his family 
were baptized in the middle of the night, not even waiting for morning.  

The only condition for baptism in the New Testament is repentance. If we add or subtract conditions, 
we change the meaning of baptism.  

Baptism in the Spirit also should occur as quickly as possible. In Acts, baptism in the Spirit three 
times precedes baptism in water, and three times follows it closely. Jesus said that if a house is cleaned 
out and left empty, the demons will come back bringing their friends to play there. If people have been set 
free from the old bondage and habits, they need to be filled with God's Spirit, so He can teach them to 
pray continually and stay in constant contact with the Source of their new life.  

Admittedly, not all people will be able to accept this four-fold process of being born anew instantly. 
The rate of speed will depend on their temperament and background, their education and hang-ups. 
Some people have already got stuck part way through the process.  

In village evangelism among people who were hearing the Gospel for the first time, we were often 
able to lead them to conversion and baptism in water and the Spirit, all in an hour or two. The next day 
they were out witnessing to their friends and neighbours. More sophisticated people, especially those who 
have long been exposed to church-type theoretical Christianity, may take considerably longer.  

The task of the evangelist is to lead people as quickly as possible through this four-step process of 
being born anew. This should be completed before the people are brought into the church. Otherwise the 
church will be filled up with people who are half-converted or unconverted. People who are not yet born 
anew cannot be taught, and certainly cannot take part in spiritual worship.  

Failure to understand and practice these principles is one of the main causes of dryness and 
ineffectiveness, and even of conflict in our churches. One church I know almost split up over what colour 
to paint the bathroom in the church building. Why? Because they hadn't been born anew.  

In our work in forming new Christian fellowships, we have always ministered to people individually or 
in small groups until we were convinced that they were accepting Christ by faith as their Saviour and 
Lord. We then urged them to be baptized in water and the Spirit. After this we instructed them in the 
fundamentals of Christian faith and life in small informal gatherings, before we tried to gather them 
together as the Body of Christ for worship. When we finally did come together for worship, all were 
soundly converted, born of water and the Spirit, and ready to take an active part in corporate worship. 
This prepared the way for rapid growth in the fellowship of the Body of Christ.  

The process by which we lead people to experience rebirth is evangelism. In the following chapters 
we give some suggestions for evangelism based on our studies of evangelism in the Gospel and in Acts. 
We have practiced these principles for several years and found them effective.  

 



 

7 
 
 

 

2.  Scriptural Teaching on Evangelism  
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15).  

There  are many methods of evangelism. But in this chapter we want to show the method used by Jesus 
and His followers. If we follow the example of Jesus and the early church, our evangelism will surely be 
fruitful.  

Jesus' Method of Evangelism 
From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus walked through the towns and villages preaching the 

Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14,15). On the Sabbath Day He went into the synagogues where He taught and 
did miracles (Luke 4:15,31-37). After that Jesus went out into the streets looking for people that needed 
help. He said, “The Son of Man came to save what was lost” (Matthew 18:11). Jesus forgave sins, healed 
the sick, cast out demons, and performed other miracles, which showed the power of God. Many people 
saw these miracles, and the news spread quickly.  

To the crowds that gathered, the Lord Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of God, urging His hearers to 
repent and believe this Gospel.  

He used very few words in bringing the Gospel to new people. Whenever someone received His help 
with an open heart, Jesus said, “Your faith has saved you”. When people opposed Him, Jesus rebuked 
them with very stern words. He taught the people who became His followers, giving them a deeper 
understanding of the Kingdom of God.  

He called a little band to be with Him in the closest type of fellowship and to be prepared to continue 
His work (Mark 3:13, 14). These disciples were given very deep but very practical teaching in close 
fellowship with Him.  

The Early Christians' Method of Evangelism  

We can see the early church's method of evangelism in the Book of Acts.  

When Paul and other apostles came into a district where there were not yet any Christians, they 
normally went first into the Jewish synagogue where they preached and performed miracles. Usually 
there were some people who believed, but others that opposed strongly, especially the Jewish leaders. 
The apostles were always driven out of the synagogue.  

Then they began to preach the Gospel outside in the streets, the market places, and everywhere 
there were people to listen. The apostles' evangelism was always accompanied with healing and other 
miracles.  

All the people who repented and received Jesus and believed in Him were baptized immediately with 
water, and as soon as possible with the Holy Spirit.  

Then generally the apostles stayed on in the city for a few weeks or months to teach the new 
converts, encouraging them to meet together in their homes to pray and break bread together.  

Often the apostles were persecuted by the opposition and driven out of the city. They would escape 
to another city and begin again there.  
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Content of the Early Christians' Evangelism 
The early evangelists stressed four major points:  

1. They proclaimed the joyful news about the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus Christ (Acts 8:12).  

2. They proclaimed Jesus as the Christ, the Saviour of mankind (Acts 17:3).  

3. They told the most important facts about Jesus Christ—His life, His suffering, His death, His 
resurrection, His ascension, and His coming again (Acts 2:14-36).  

4. They called people to believe in Jesus and receive Him for their salvation (Acts 16:31).  

The apostles' evangelism was always positive and Christ-centered. They did not start with talk about 
sin or powers of darkness, but they fixed people's attention on Jesus, His glory, and His help.  

Jesus' Instructions for Evangelists 
In Luke 10:1-11, we read the instructions Jesus gave His disciples when He sent them out:  

1. Don't take anything with you. These words of Jesus are very radical, because He forbade them to 
carry anything, even extra clothing. Certainly if we take this instruction seriously, we will attach less 
importance to expensive equipment such as tape recorders, pictures, projectors, tracts, automobiles, and 
the like. We must realize that the most important equipment for the evangelist is the Gospel written in his 
heart.  

Through our experience in Indonesia, we have found that the best visual aids are the ones that God 
produces Himself. Shortly after we moved into our training center in East Java, we held an evangelistic 
campaign in front of our house in a big open field. Each day for several days, thousands of people from 
town and from surrounding villages came and stood for hours to hear the Gospel. Most of them had never 
even heard of Jesus before. Over nine hundred people were healed of blindness, deafness, and many 
other ailments. We collected a small mountain of crutches and canes from people who had been healed. 
People for miles around knew that the Christians have a living God. We did not need to show a film of 
something happening somewhere else, because it was happening right before their eyes.  

2. Don't greet anybody on the way. When we go out to evangelize, we should not talk to other people 
about things other than the Lord. We must not mix worldly matters of any kind with the Lord's work. If we 
go out together as a team for ministry, it is best not to talk to each other on the way. Our whole attention 
is fixed on God and on our mission. We need to be able to hear the Lord's voice guiding us moment by 
moment.  

One night in our fellowship, the Lord said: “Send a team to Bali immediately. They may not speak to 
anyone along the way, until I send someone to lead them.” They rode a bus to the eastern end of Java, 
took the ferry boat across to Bali, and got on another bus, still not talking and not knowing how far they 
should go. At a particular moment, all felt they should get off the bus. Immediately a man met them and 
took them to his village, A crowd gathered and the team began to tell them about Jesus. From there, the 
Lord led them from place to place, miraculously opening doors of ministry.  

3. When you enter a house, give your peace there. This means we should always begin right away 
with prayer. We ask for God's peace and God's guidance in that household and on everything we say 
there. In this way, we avoid all useless talking. When we go, for instance, to minister to a sick person, we 
should not sit and chat with the family first, or drink tea with them. The sick person would not be healed. 
We must go in directly to minister to the sick person. Whatever mission the Lord gives us must be fulfilled 
first. Only after this is completed, can we observe the amenities.  

One time, as we came into a village, we were met by a blind girl. We felt we should pray for her. But 
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we were hot and tired from the journey and said, “Let's get a drink of tea first.” Afterwards we prayed for 
the girl several times with great intensity, but only succeeded in making the family bitter and antagonistic 
toward the Gospel. It was a bitter lesson.  

4. When you are received in a house, stay there and eat and drink what is set before you. This 
constitutes a promise that the Lord will supply all the evangelist's needs through other people. The teams 
we send out for evangelism and ministry are usually given enough money to get where they are going. 
From there on, they trust the Lord to supply all their needs for food, shelter, and further transportation 
without asking anything from anyone. We also claim the promise of this verse when we are presented 
with strange foods. We eat whatever people give us without fearing sickness.  

5. Tell them that the Kingdom of God is near. Remember that this was precisely the content of Jesus' 
message and the message of the early church evangelists. It is not enough to proclaim the help 
(salvation) that is available in Jesus. He is the coming King, and he is to be the Lord of our lives now. We 
must lead people to accept Him as their Lord, the Ruler of their lives, and not just a blessing machine.  

6. Heal the sick in the city. Evangelism must not be by word only, but with healing and other miracles 
which confirm the Word.  

In Javanese villages, everyone has experienced supernatural power, but not from the Lord. 
Increasingly this is true even in this country. If we come to them just with words, they will be polite and 
thank us for coming. But nothing will happen. They need to know that God is more powerful than the 
witch doctor, or the horoscope, or whatever involvement they may have. When we evangelize in a 
formerly unevangelized area, we ask the Lord to lead us to someone with a real need.  

One day two of our young people went into a house where a man was dying of tuberculosis. He had 
been deserted by his family and was too weak to sit up. When they started to tell him about Jesus, he 
remembered that he had once been a Christian, but for many years had not followed Christ. Our young 
evangelists prayed for him and the Lord raised him up immediately. His friends and neighbours saw that 
he had been healed. They began to gather regularly to hear about Jesus.  

In another village a woman's stomach was swelled so badly that she looked like a great big balloon. 
She was prayed for and her body returned to a normal shape. She and many of her neighbours turned to 
the Lord. The Lord likes to help people first. After that, there is plenty of time for them to get acquainted 
with Him and learn all about Him.  

7. If you are not received, kick off the dust, reminding them that: The Kingdom of God is near. Those 
who accept the Gospel receive great blessings from the Lord. But those who refuse are to be given a 
stern warning, so that they understand what decision they have made. Kicking off the dust is also a 
reminder to us that we leave behind any feelings we may have of frustration, anger, and discouragement, 
and we start afresh in the next place.  

Power for Preaching 
If we want to follow Jesus' and His disciples' example, we must realize that we cannot minister with 

our own ability, especially if we want to do miracles in Jesus' Name. We need power from on high. 
Remember that Jesus Himself said, “The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his work’ (John 14:10). How much more we need this humility.  

In baptism we are given the right to all the power of the Name of Jesus. This is the real meaning of 
being baptized into (eis) the Name of Jesus.  

The Name of Jesus is powerful. After Pentecost, the apostles performed miracles in the Name of 
Jesus. They did not pray for healing, but commanded it in His Name. One day, as we were studying 
healing in Acts, the principal of the junior high school came and asked us to pray for the little sister of a 
student. She had been paralysed for several days, and was unable to move her leg. One of our team 
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members said, “In Jesus' Name, raise your leg.” She did, and was completely healed. Her family 
believed, and, for days after, friends and neighbours came to the Lord as the result of that miracle.  

When we receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we receive the same power that operated in the 
ministry of Jesus and the early Church. Jesus promised, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses . . . to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

The Holy Spirit is the power to do miracles in the Name of Jesus, and it is also the power that urges 
people from within to receive the salvation which is offered to them. “When He [that is, the Holy Spirit] 
comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8). 
While we are explaining about the Kingdom of God and witnessing to someone about Jesus' help, the 
Holy Spirit is also speaking in the person's heart, convicting him of his condition and his need, and urging 
him to receive Jesus as his Saviour. If he accepts, the Spirit will work a miracle in his heart and give him a 
beautiful new life.  
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3. Practicing Evangelism  

Our  purpose in evangelism is to lead people as quickly as possible through the four-fold process of 
being born anew.  

In our initial presentation of the Gospel, we use as few words as possible. We are introducing our 
friend Jesus. In making introductions, we often tell a few significant facts about the people we are 
introducing. Then, as they begin to get acquainted, they can fill in the details. It is not helpful to give a 
long explanation, from Creation to the Second Coming of Jesus or the doctrine of the Trinity, to people 
who are not yet born again. They will not understand it, and it will just raise more questions whose 
answers they also cannot yet understand.  

Once I went with a young Indonesian evangelist to pray for a sick girl. The father was a Christian, but 
the mother was not. The evangelist began to speak to the mother, reading John 14:6 very slowly. “Jesus 
said, ‘I am the way . . . the truth . . . and the life . . . . No one comes to the Father . . . except through Me.’” 
He explained the verse in about three short sentences, emphasizing certain words. Then he told her, 
“Jesus loves you very much.” The woman began to cry, and confessed her sins without being told to do 
so. She spontaneously acknowledged her need of Jesus as her Saviour and invited Him to take over her 
life. She was immediately transformed. Jesus was introduced, and received, but the introduction took only 
about one minute. Then we all prayed for the girl's healing together.  

Sometimes people want to ask many questions and try to understand the Gospel thoroughly before 
accepting it. We have to tell them this is impossible, because God is infinitely greater than their 
understanding. It is best for them to get acquainted with Jesus first, then the other things will begin to be 
clear.  

One day a young Moslem neighbour came to our Training Centre with a list of theological questions. 
Jerimia, one of our students, talked with him. Jerimia said, “There's no use of my answering all your 
questions, you can't understand because you aren't yet born again. Go home now, and decide if you want 
to receive Jesus as Saviour and Lord. Then you will be able to understand.” The boy went home, but 
before six o'clock the next morning he was on our doorstep again. “I couldn't sleep,” he said, “I want to 
receive Jesus now.” Since then, he has done a great work for the Lord among the college students in the 
nearby city, and effective missionary work with the primitive tribes on the islands of Irian Jaya and Timor.  

When we go to evangelize, we don't go anywhere we like, nor do we indiscriminately knock on all the 
doors on the street. It is better to let the Spirit tell us exactly where to go and to whom to speak. Often He 
will lead us to a person who is in obvious need of healing or of other help. We can then minister with the 
gifts of the Spirit, and a miracle can take place. This encourages belief. Sometimes when there is a 
healing or other miracle, the friends, neighbours, or the whole neighbourhood will gather, and we can 
introduce them all to Jesus.  

In a little village church started by one of our students, the teenagers, and even the little children 
began to experience the gifts of the Spirit. There was a word in their prayer meeting saying, “Go north two 
kilometres and west one kilometre. There you will find a lame person. Heal him and bring him to church.” 
They went out as directed, entered the house the Lord indicated, and found the lame person. He was 
healed by the power of God, and walked back to church with them. Another time the Lord woke some of 
the young people in the middle of the night. He told them to go to a certain house where they would find 
someone in trouble. They knocked on the door, and a woman opened it. She was weeping and 
distraught, unable to sleep. They ministered the love and peace of Jesus to her.  

We should always go out by two or three to evangelize. While one person talks, the others can pray. 
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If we watch the eyes of the person we are evangelizing, and are also sensitive to the Lord's voice, we can 
know the moment when the Spirit has moved his heart to receive the Lord. At that moment, let us not talk 
or explain anything more, even if we think we have more to say. If we delay, the moment will pass and the 
decision will be more difficult.  

At that moment of desire, we must stop and say, “Would you like to receive Jesus now? Do you want 
to know Him now?” or words to that effect. Then we pray with them, encouraging them to pray and invite 
Jesus to come into their lives and take over as Lord and Saviour.  

Then a miracle occurs in their lives. They are justified (made righteous) before God. The peace and 
joy of God, which surpasses all understanding, descends on them, and they become new creatures in 
Christ. Perhaps they will want to confess their sins, and we should encourage them to do so truthfully and 
hopefully, with full assurance that Jesus forgives, forgets, and sets them free. Old things have passed 
away, the new has begun. It is a glorious moment, and a great privilege just to be there when it happens.  

In village evangelism in our area in Indonesia, when a new convert believes and repents, our 
workers explain to him the need to be baptized in water. They perhaps read a few verses from Romans 6, 
emphasizing that in baptism our old nature is buried with Christ and we receive a new life in Him.  

Then they ask, “where is the nearest river?” They go to the river immediately and baptize the new 
converts. God performs another miracle. They are dead to sin and alive to righteousness. Our workers 
encourage them to burn their old magic charms and other instruments of heathen worship. They are free 
from the old sinful nature, free from the power of sin, and free to live in holiness before God. Everything 
looks different to them and they are new people.  

A man in one of the villages near us was the only Christian in his family. One day, as he was sitting 
at his table reading the Bible, his wife got a stick and started beating him as hard as she could. He said 
that a couple of months ago he would have killed her. But now the love of God was so great in his heart 
that he did not even feel the least bit of anger. The Lord changes people.  

We believe that immediate baptism is the perfect scriptural way, and also the most effective 
procedure. I am painfully aware that it is in open conflict with the traditions and regulations of many 
church denominations. But let our focus be on Jesus and His ways and hold fast to the real New 
Testament pattern in our heart and our acts. Who knows how much our submissive spirit to His will may 
influence our fellows?  

The efficacy of baptism will depend in large degree on the faith and sincerity in the heart of the 
candidate. We should be as sure as possible of the genuineness of his repentance and acceptance of 
Jesus before we baptize him. If we are sensitive in hearing the Spirit's voice, He will give us clear 
guidance in this matter.  

When the new convert has been baptized in water, he can often immediately be encouraged to seek 
and receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. In fact, in several instances in the New Testament, baptism in 
the Spirit precedes water baptism. The order of these baptisms is not critical, though, of course, 
conversion and repentance must precede both.  

If there is not real repentance, or if people still have occult practices or magic charms, strange 
manifestations can occur. We need to lead the people to a complete break with the past and a thorough 
deliverance before we pray for anyone to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. Anyone who has taken part in 
séances, playing with Ouija boards, water witching, hypnotism, and similar practices must seek 
deliverance and renounce these practices before seeking baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

One day in Sumatra, we were praying for a Catholic lady to receive the baptism in the Spirit. She 
began to make very strange noises and to shake. We stopped her and asked if she had any magic 
charms at home. She said she did and went home and got them. We burned them and prayed for her 
deliverance. Then we prayed again for baptism in the Spirit, and within a minute she was praising the 
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Lord in a beautiful new tongue.  

In Chicago, I met a young evangelist who had been unable to receive the baptism in the Spirit. The 
Lord told me what was wrong, so I said to him, “Ten years ago you were going to services at a spiritualist 
church. You need deliverance from that before the Holy Spirit can work freely in your life.” He 
acknowledged that this was so, renounced the spiritualist experience, was delivered from all the occult 
powers, and was free to receive the fullness of God's Holy Spirit.  

We must remember that we can baptize people in water in the Lord's Name, but only Jesus Himself 
can baptize people in the Holy Spirit. Our ministry to those who want to receive the Holy Spirit consists 
mainly in supporting them with our prayers. Sometimes it is helpful to accompany our prayer with the 
laying on of hands. We can encourage them to trust Jesus to baptize them with His Spirit because that is 
clearly promised in the Scripture. If they believe and yield their tongues to the Lord, He will give them a 
new language in which to pray and praise Him. They will begin to speak in new tongues as the Spirit 
gives them utterance.  

We should then encourage them to continue praying in this language of the Spirit.  

When we have helped people to arrive at this point, the work of evangelism has been completed. 
They become new-born babes in Christ, and, as such, will need much tender loving care.  

We have used few words in evangelism, but now we will need to give much instruction. The new 
converts must be built up in the faith, taught to pray, walk in the Spirit, and maintain the new life of 
holiness they have received in Jesus.  

Some examples of the kind of teaching we give to new converts can be found in the next few 
chapters. We believe these are basic understandings which should be learned as soon as possible by 
new converts to get them properly started in Christian life.  

The best way for this material to be presented is through small, informal discussions, not lectures. 
Discussions on the following material should be initiated as the new converts are ready for it. 
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4. How to Pray  
Someone  has said that prayer is to the spiritual life, what breathing is to the physical life. Surely 
learning to pray is the most urgent need of a new convert.  

What is prayer?  
Prayer is first of all conversation with God. As such, it involves not only talking, but also listening. 

God does both; so should we. This is the answer to anyone who is not sure that God answers our 
prayers. The fact is there are no unanswered prayers, though there are many unheard answers.  

Take time to listen. Remember that God is not the frantic, nervous type. He does not worry about 
things in advance. Do not try to rush Him, or organize Him, or tell Him how to run His business. Give Him 
a chance to organize things His own way. The quiet patience of God is faster than man's most frantic 
activity.  

How does God speak to people?  
Moses, Saul of Tarsus, and others heard God speaking to them in an audible voice. Ezekiel saw 

visions. King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams which Daniel interpreted for him. God has often spoken 
to His people through prophecy. He spoke to Elijah in a still, small voice. In short, He gets through to 
people in any way they are willing to receive.  

Probably the most common method by which God speaks to individuals is by the still, small voice, 
which is simply His thoughts placed in the mind of the one who waits before Him. But do not try to limit 
Him. He can and does use any of the methods listed above, and probably many others besides.  

What may I ask for? 
I find that often when I talk to people about prayer, the first thing they say is, “Maybe God says No.” 

This negative approach indicates that most of us believe that God does not want to do much for His 
people. But Jesus said, “You may ask for anything in my Name, I will do it” (John 14:13). Or again He 
says, “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours” (Mark 11:24). 
Now, obviously, we can't do this if we believe He is the kind of Person who always says No.  

The best antidote for this kind of negative belief is to study and accept the promises that God makes 
in the Bible. Then we will be able to pray confidently and intelligently, knowing our requests are in 
accordance with His will.  

Here are just a few of the definite promises He makes to you:  

1. Answer to prayer — “You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it” (John 14:14; 
see also Luke 11:9).  

2. Forgiveness — “In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God's grace” (Ephesians 1:7; see also Matthew 6:14).  

3. Wisdom — “For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict” (Luke 21:15; see also James 1:5).  

4. Peace — “The Lord blesses His people with peace” (Psalm 29:11; see also John 14:27).  

5. Plenty — “The Lord your God will make you most prosperous in all the works of your hands” 
(Deuteronomy 30:9).  

6. Protection — “He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge; his 
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faithfulness will be your shield and rampart” (Psalm 91:4).  

7. Health — “If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in his 
eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on 
you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord who heals you” 
(Exodus 15:26). “He heals all your diseases” (Psalm 103:3).  

8. Guidance — “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way” (Psalm 25:9; see 
also Isaiah 30:21).  

Note: that this last promise of guidance covers all other situations for which we cannot find definite 
promises in the Bible. If you are in doubt as to whether anything is a suitable prayer object, just ask Him. 
He will guide your prayers if you will let Him.  

What kind of prayers are there?  
There are as many different kinds of prayer as there are topics concerning our lives and our 

relationship with God. We can, however, distinguish some main classifications which should surely be 
represented in every Christian's prayer life:  

1. Adoration — giving God the praise and honour He deserves.  

2. Repentance — apologizing to God for failure, accepting His forgiveness, and then turning away 
from sin.  

3. Thanksgiving — recognizing the good things He has done for us and being appreciative of 
them.  

4. Petition — asking things for ourselves.  

5. Intercession — bringing the power of God to others.  

6. Affirmation — accepting by faith the promises of God.  

7. Meditation — stretching our minds and hearts to see and know Him as He is.  

How can our prayer life be perfected?  
If we want to stop blundering around in the dark in our prayer life, and if we really want to become 

powerful prayer warriors, we have to do what Jesus told His disciples to do first, namely: to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit as were the first disciples on the day of Pentecost in the upper room in Jerusalem.  

If we do this, we will begin to notice the following changes in our prayer life:  

1. The Holy Spirit gives us a new language which alone is adequate for the adoration of Almighty 
God.  

2. He will constantly bear witness to the presence of Jesus Christ in our hearts, so that we can 
constantly rejoice in His love.  

3. We will be less preoccupied with struggles within ourselves and will be free to serve Him in 
ministry to others. We will become His effective soldiers and servants.  

4. We no longer wonder whether our prayers are getting through to God, for we have His 
assurance continually in our hearts.  
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5. We know how to pray, because He directs our prayers. “We do not know how we ought to pray, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he 
who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints in accordance with God's will” (Romans 8:26, 27). He will even guide our 
praise and thanksgivings (Read Ephesians 5:18-20).  

6. He will enable us to pray the prayer of faith by which miracles can be wrought. We will even be 
able to command things in His Name, and they will come to pass. Notice that almost 
all the miracles in Acts are performed by a word of command, given by the disciples in 
Jesus' Name. They are able to do this because they are filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
because they have maintained a dynamic contact with God by constant prayer.  

How long should we pray?  
 We should pray until we get through.   

 We should pray until we have the assurance that our prayer has got through to God, 
and until we have heard His encouraging voice answering us.   

 We should pray until we are through praying, without unnecessary repetition or too 
many words. Let us not bore Him with fancy circumlocutions or empty words.  

In petitions for things which God has definitely promised us — forgiveness, healing, provision, and 
the like — we need not pray the same prayer over and over. “Ask and ye shall receive.” Do it once and 
finish the job. Then go in confidence that God has heard and answered, and He is working on it. We will 
not be heard for our infinite repetition, but we will be for our trust in His promises. If at first we are 
unsuccessful, let us ask Him why not, make the necessary adjustment in our lives or in our requests, and 
then pray again His way.  

Most Christians need to spend less time begging, and more time seeking God Himself. Prayer is 
really a fellowship with Him. He wants us to come into His presence and know Him as He is. We will 
never spend too much time in meditation on His greatness and in opening our hearts to receive His love. 
“Seek and ye shall find.”  

There are some objects of prayer which have to be repeated and struggled over. These mostly have 
to do with the tearing down of strongholds and the opening of doors of ministry. “Knock and it shall be 
opened” (Matthew 7:7). There is a real spiritual warfare that must often be won before we can have any 
effective ministry for the Lord. There is a groaning and struggling in the Spirit. But let us always remember 
that He is the door. What He opens cannot be shut by anyone else. In this kind of prayer, also, we should 
pray until we have the assurance of victory in our hearts.  

What if my mind wanders when I try to pray?  
Nobody likes a person who always monopolizes the conversation, choosing the topic and then 

directing what is to be said about it. This is what we often try to do to God. When our minds wander, it 
may mean that God has finally been able to get a word in edgewise, and that He is trying to choose the 
topic of conversation. When this happens, why not be happy about it? Let Him suggest the topics for 
prayer (by directing the “wandering” of our minds). Then we can go a step further, and let Him have a 
share in what is said about that topic.  

What if I have tried and it didn't work?  
Do not expect to master all that has been said here the first time you try. Remember the first time 

you tried to talk to your mother, all you said was “Waa.” And though she may have understood fairly well 
at the time, this is surely not the ultimate in human communication. So our communication with God has 
not only a beginning, but also a development under His wonderful, patient and loving guidance.  
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5.  Sanctified Christian Living  
When  a person is newly born again of water and the Spirit, he feels very happy and confident. His old 
life of sin and trouble is over. The new life in Jesus is wonderful, and he feels nothing can ever disturb 
him again.  

But very soon trials and testings come: temptations to turn back to the old ways, pressures from 
family, friends and neighbours. In a village near our Indonesian school one week, the new Christians 
were told, “If you die, we won't let you be buried in this village.” The next week the villagers said, “You 
were married according to the Moslem religion. If you are a Christian, your marriage is not valid. You will 
have to return your wife and children to her parents.” Another time they were denied water for their rice 
fields, kicked out of their homes and off their land. The trials may be very brutal or they may be very 
subtle. In any case, the new believer needs a deepening understanding of the foundations of 
sanctification and victorious Christian living, so that he can overcome both the temptations which arise in 
himself and those that are imposed from outside.  

It is important to present the initial teaching of this victory to new converts, or to church people who 
may not know their real heritage in Christ Jesus.  

Many times we think of sanctification as bad news. We think it means giving up smoking, going to 
the movies, and everything else we ever enjoyed. Some of these things we really would like to get rid of, 
but we find it too difficult. Soon we become discouraged, decide it doesn't work, and go back to the way 
we used to live.  

But there are some disturbing statements found in the Bible: “The one who says, ‘I know Him,’ but 
does not keep his commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:9). “No one who is born of 
God will continue to sin” (1 John 3:9). “No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him” (1 
John 3:6). “Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” 
(Matthew 5:48).  

“Such a high standard,” the new believer thinks, “who can ever do that?” But, since it is commanded, 
you try your hardest, fail, and become frustrated. It seems, the more serious you are about serving the 
Lord, the more frustrating it becomes.  

So you ask the Lord to strengthen you so that you can fulfil the demands He has made, but He does 
not seem to answer the prayer, and you remain as weak as ever. In fact, the more you think about some 
sins and try to avoid them, the more you find yourself doing them. Satan comes with stronger or subtler 
temptations, or the pressures of life or other people get too strong, and you fall back into the old patterns.  

Often we find that the very act of trying to serve the Lord brings new temptations. A woman recently 
testified that the worst year of her life was the one after she gave up smoking, because she thought when 
she gave up smoking she had arrived at sanctification. The resulting spiritual pride was worse than the 
smoking.  

Sometimes we even wonder if we want to resist certain temptations. Can God give us the desire to 
overcome those temptations?  

Our lives are supposed to be fruitful for Jesus. We want them to be. We want to be able to lead 
people confidently to Jesus and see their lives changed. We want to pray for their healing and 
deliverance and know that we are going to see results.  

But how can we really believe for these victories, when we cannot even find victory over a few little 
sins in our own lives? “If Christianity works, why doesn't it work for me in this very basic problem of my 
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life?” Is holy living really possible?  

Public opinion says No. Past experience says No. The world says it is impossible, but it is 
commanded by a God who is supposed to love us. Bad news?  

No, the Bible actually presents our sanctification and victory over sin as good news. Of course, if it is 
really possible, it is Good News. It is only bad news if you have to do it and cannot.  

There is a secret to it, and the secret was revealed by Jesus, who is quoted in John 12:24 as saying, 
“Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single seed. But, if it dies, it produces 
many seeds.”  

When you stop to think about it, it is really pretty ridiculous to take a good seed and throw it into the 
ground to rot and break up and be destroyed. And yet farmers do this every spring. They plant seeds in 
faith — faith that a whole new plant and fruit will grow.  

Similarly Jesus, “for the joy that was placed before Him, endured the Cross, the shame, the 
suffering.” He allowed His Body to be planted in the grave in faith — faith that He could rise to a new and 
more glorious life, and bear much fruit throughout eternity.  

This must somehow become the pattern for our life, too, because, in the very next sentence, He says 
that we must lose our lives in order to find them.  

Actually our prayers were not answered because we were praying the wrong prayer. We were asking 
to be strengthened, helped out, and guided. This is like asking for the seed to be strengthened to bear 
fruit without being planted. God doesn't want to strengthen us. He wants us dead. Dead does not mean 
strong; dead means perfectly weak. Dead, so that He can perform the miracle of new life. Not the old life 
repaired and fixed up a little, but a whole new life in Christ with the old life-style dead, destroyed.  

Why dead?  

Think for a moment about a dead person, that is, a corpse. The corpse does no sin. It does no 
immoral acts, has no annoying habits, uses no bad words, thinks no evil thoughts, and has no selfish 
motives, does not get riled up or angry. It has no greed or lust. It has no problems with sex. Nobody can 
make it jealous, discourage it, frustrate it, or hurt its feelings.  

But what about our good qualities? Does God not want to strengthen and refurbish those? No, 
because these have been thoroughly corrupted and perverted. The more they are strengthened, the more 
they will be tied up with wrong motives. If we think we are strong in certain areas, we will pursue those 
things without His help and increase our independence from Him. The way of death and resurrection, the 
way of new life in Christ Jesus, involves the death of the entire old nature.  

So the corpse we were talking about cannot do anything good either. It has no strong points, no 
rights, no special abilities, no bright ideas, no plans for the future, no emotions of its own, no compassion 
or love. It cannot even pray, much less testify for Jesus. It cannot defend itself or develop self-control.  

The corpse is now available for resurrection to new life. And this new life is to be the very life of 
Jesus Himself. “It is no longer I that live,” says St. Paul in Galatians 2:20, “but Christ who lives in me.”  

I am dead. I do not live here anymore, Jesus does. He lives His perfect life in me. He does no sin, 
He performs the perfect will of God through me. He overcomes temptation, and bears much fruit.  

In baptism, we are united with Christ in His death. The old man with all his sins and all his good 
points dies and is buried. Christ becomes our life.  

Then, why do people seem to get baptized without this radical change taking place? Because this 
truth has to be perceived and accepted by faith. St. Paul says, “Don't you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus are baptized into His death?” (Romans 6:3). The efficacy of the baptism 
depends in large measure on its being received by faith. “Count yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God 
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in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11).  

At one time, I failed to receive the benefits of all this because I thought the word “count yourselves” 
meant “pretend” or “believe something which is not really true yet” — sort of like wishful thinking. But 
actually “count yourself” here means facing the facts as they are. When a banker reckons an account, he 
does so in order to establish the actual value of the account. If we believe the reckoning, we can claim the 
money that is in the account. Similarly, we can believe the reckoning which God has given us of our 
heavenly account. Christ has already died, been buried, and risen. I have also died with Him, been 
buried, and risen to new life.  

How do I know this? Is it because I feel like it or because I observe it in my conduct? No. I believe it 
and reckon it accurately because that is what God says through His servant Paul. Just as people believe 
what their bank reckons to be in their account, so (and much more surely) I can believe what God says is 
in my spiritual account.  

For every serious Christian, there can be a time of seeing the truth of all this and accepting it for 
himself. It can happen at the time of baptism if we bring people to baptism with this expectation; or the 
acceptance of it can come at a later date. When the promise of God has met with faith in the believer, life 
is not the same again. Old things are passed away; all things are become new.  

The acceptance of Christ's sanctification is both a crisis experience of acceptance at a particular 
time, and also a continuation or daily “walk.”  

When we have presented the above ideas to new believers and find our hearers anxious to enter 
into the experience of sanctification, we can lead them in prayer to confess all past sins of deed and 
thought and motive. We can ask them, in the Lord's presence, to renounce all sins and all the bondage 
which may still be in their lives.  

When they have confessed everything they need to, we can encourage them to accept God's 
forgiveness and sanctifying power and to enter by faith into the new life of sanctification and victory in 
Christ Jesus. We can encourage them to believe that they will enter into a new life-style of victory and 
fruitfulness, because now Jesus will be living His victorious and fruitful life in them.  

We should also warn about temptation, because temptations will not cease in the world until Jesus 
comes. The devil wants to rob us of this new victory, and God wants us tested so that we can know 
experientially that His strength is sufficient.  

We need to remember that temptation is not sin, and only becomes sin when we yield to it. But we 
do not have to yield any more, because we are not fighting it ourselves. In fact, we cannot fight temptation 
(remember, we are dead). So we talk back to Satan, standing on the Word of God, as Jesus did in the 
wilderness. We can tell Satan, “I don't live here any more. I'm dead, buried. Jesus lives here now. Try 
your old temptations out on Him.”  

This approach is 100% successful.  

We probably need to warn new believers also that sometimes Satan may trip them up again. One of 
the temptations will be so sneaky that they won't recognize it until too late. But that must not rob them of 
their victory. All they need to do is to apologize quickly to the Lord for having yielded to the wrong voice. 
The Lord will forgive and bring the believer back into the place of victory. The Lord can even make former 
weak areas into areas of strength — His strength.  

His strength, as He told St. Paul, is made perfect in weakness. The strength is His, the weakness is 
ours. The greater the weakness, the more glory He receives.  

The continuation of the sanctified life, like its beginning, is a life of faith — faith that Jesus is our life, 
that He has given us the victory, and faith that every temptation and trial can be overcome by Christ who 
is living in us.  

The sanctified life is a life of total dependence on Him and total submission to Him. “Offer the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of righteousness” (John 6:13). 
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6.  In the Spirit  

When  we receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, we enter into a new and exciting life of discipleship. As 
we yield ourselves to Him, He begins to manifest Himself powerfully, even using our tongues, the most 
unruly member of our bodies, in a supernatural language of praise. But this new language of the Spirit is 
just the beginning, a door to ever greater blessing: to Christ's deep love and to gifts and fruits of the Spirit 
in abundance.  

The New Language  
The new language of the Spirit is a sign that we have received the Baptism in the Spirit, and an 

assurance that He continues to dwell in us. We should keep practicing it until it becomes fluent and as 
easy as breathing. As we continue praying in this supernatural way, we enter into deeper realms of praise 
and union with God, a peace we never imagined before, and a continual witness to His presence in us.  

“Gifts” or Manifestations of the Spirit 
In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 we meet nine solaced “gifts” of the Spirit, which verse 7 describes as 

manifestations. The Holy Spirit is given to us, then He manifests Himself through us as He wills. Whether 
we call them gifts or manifestations, we must remember that they belong to the Holy Spirit and not to us. 
For instance, the Holy Spirit has “gifts of healing” for sick people. They are His gifts, and He wants to give 
them to the people who need them. We are just the delivery boys. Let us not in pride think that we have a 
gift of healing, or prophecy or discerning of spirits.  

These manifestations of the Spirit are always for a particular time and situation. The Lord speaks to 
us or acts through us to meet an immediate need. They do not in any sense become our permanent 
possession. If we have received the Holy Spirit and yielded ourselves to Him, then He can use us as 
need arises for any one of these manifestations. If we see someone collapse on the street, we don't need 
to tell him to wait while we run off looking for our friend with a “gift of healing.” The Lord wants to use us to 
deliver His gifts as need arises. All can speak in tongues (1 Corinthians 14:5), all can prophesy (1 
Corinthians 14:31). “Follow the way of love, and seek spiritual gifts” (1 Corinthians 14:1).  

Then why in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 does Paul say: “To one is given . . . to another is given . . .?” 
Because in these chapters (1 Corinthians 11-14) Paul is talking primarily about the Christian fellowship at 
worship. He is emphasizing our working together in the Body. It is not a one man ministry, but all can take 
part, as the Spirit divides His manifestations to all, “just as He determines” (1 Corinthians 12:11). Another 
time, the person who prophesied before may be used to deliver gifts of healing or to utter a word of 
knowledge. Our part is to be obedient to the Spirit and ready to let Him manifest Himself however He 
chooses.  

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 Paul lists nine different manifestations of the Spirit:  

1. Word of Wisdom — A command or word of guidance from the Lord, dealing with a given situation, 
revealing the Lord's will in that situation. Paul once spoke with divine authority, using a word of wisdom, 
telling the people on shipboard that all the cargo must be thrown overboard, but all the people must stay 
on board that the ship and people might be saved. By the operation of this gift the Lord directs our 
ministry step by step. He also speaks His direction to us in our prayer fellowship.  

2. Word of Knowledge — A revelation of some fact or condition that could not be known by natural 
means. This often diagnoses the spiritual or physical condition of the person to whom we are ministering. 
Jesus told the woman he met by the well in Samara what was wrong with her marital history. In seminary, 
we learned to ask a lot of psycho-logically oriented questions to determine the basis of people's 
difficulties. But if God gives us direct under-standing of the condition, and wisdom to minister to it, our 
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ministry can be many times more effective, and God is glorified just as He was in Samara (John 4).  
In Indonesia many people, even many Christians, have magic charms and idols. If we ask them, they will 
deny it. But if, by revelation, we can tell them, “You have a piece of paper with Arabic writing on it among 
the shirts in your cupboard.” then they will have to admit it and will usually be willing to destroy the charm.  

3. Faith — An absolute confidence in God's ability and willingness to act in a given circumstance at a 
given instant. In this way, God gives us the assurance we need for healing or doing other miracles in His 
Name. One time while Paul was preaching, he saw a crippled man in the audience who had received this 
gift of faith for healing. Paul stopped preaching, and told the man to stand up and walk.  

4. Gifts of Healing — The grace of God operating to heal sick bodies and minds. The Lord uses us as 
His instruments to deliver this gift of healing to the sick person. Remember that this is the Spirit's gift, not 
ours. Healing does not depend on the loudness of our voice or the length of our prayer. In the New 
Testament almost all healing is done by a simple word of command in the authority of Jesus' Name.  

5. Working of Miracles — A demonstration of God's supernatural power, like Jesus walking on the 
water, or feeding multitudes starting with a little bit of food. In our church in Montana we learned the 
effectiveness of prayer for rain in a dry country. We also learned to prevent hail damage by a word of 
command in the Name of Jesus.  

6. Discerning of Spirits — Recognizing spirits and distinguishing among the Holy Spirit, angel spirits, 
demons, and the spirit in man. Discerning of spirits is tremendously necessary in the life of the church, 
especially for those in places of authority. This manifestation is essential in deliverance ministry and in 
leading meetings which experience the freedom of the Spirit. We need to distinguish clearly whether our 
people are being motivated by the Holy Spirit, their own ideas or emotions, or some other spirit. Also, 
every local church has people whose lives are in some measure troubled or bound by evil forces. We 
need to be able to bring them God's deliverance. Sometimes we meet people with unexplained illnesses. 
The Spirit may reveal to us that these are the result of participation in occult practices, or because 
someone else has been using black magic against them. In these cases, a prayer for healing would not 
be appropriate. We must discern these causes in the Spirit, and then take authority over them in Jesus' 
Name.  

We must remember, however, that discerning of spirits is not the same as the gifts of suspicion and 
criticism which sometimes operate in churches. These latter are themselves suspect, and usually need to 
be discerned, repented of, and cast out.  

7. Prophecy — Speaking God's words. We yield our mouths to God, and He speaks through us to His 
people for building faith, exhorting, and comforting. Prophecy may contain predictive elements, but its 
main function is for strengthening and building up the Body of Christ. We can always get much advice 
and counsel from men, but it is often confusing and conflicting. How wonderful, then, if we can hear 
directly from God.  

We have had Bible conferences at our Training Centre where the Lord has spoken to us for hours in 
one prophetic utterance after another, revealing the secrets of His heart and teaching us His ways in a 
most direct manner. As we have put into practice what He has told us, we have seen ever-increasing 
results in our lives and ministry.  

8. Tongues — Supernatural prayer in a language given by the Spirit and unknown to the speaker. There 
are three different situations in which tongues are normally manifested. Each of us should pray 
continually in this way in our private devotions to remain yielded to the Spirit and in union with Christ.  
On some occasions, this manifestation can be used for speaking to people whose language we do not 
know. Throughout the history of the Church, there have been many who have preached the gospel and 
ministered, by inspiration of the Spirit, in languages they have never learned.  

In public meetings, the gift of tongues, if spoken out loud, should be interpreted for the edification of 
the Body. We pray with our minds but we can also pray in the Spirit (i.e., in tongues). We can sing with 



 

22 
 
 

our minds, with songs from a book or songs we have learned. We can also sing with new songs given 
directly by the Spirit. Sometimes in our worship together all can worship and praise the Lord in the Spirit. 
Another time one or two people can sings psalms given by the Spirit.  

9. Interpretation of Tongues — Conveying in the common language of the people the sense of the 
public prayer or song in tongues described above. We believe that the interpretation of tongues should 
properly be in the form of inspired prayer, because Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 14 that he who speaks 
in tongues is not speaking to men, but to God.  

All these manifestations are supernatural and given by the Spirit for a specific time and 
circumstance. To deliver them, we must cooperate with the Spirit. He distributes them as he wishes. Our 
part is obedience. For delivering the spoken gifts, we simply open our mouths and speak forth the words 
He gives us. For healing and other miracles we must be ready to lay on hands, issue a word of command, 
or do whatever else He tells us to do.  

The spoken manifestations of the Spirit (prophecy, word of wisdom, word of knowledge) need not be 
delivered formally with a “Thus satin the Lord”: but can be delivered simply and conversationally in 
personal ministry, or they may occur almost unconsciously in preaching or teaching if we are being 
guided by the Spirit. Frequently we may wonder why we said something or other, but later several people 
say that it spoke directly to their need or revealed to them the hidden secrets of their hearts.  

The best atmosphere in which to begin experiencing these manifestations is in a small informal 
prayer fellowship without predetermined order of worship. “When you come together let each one have a 
psalm, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, an interpretation” (1 Corinthians 14:26).  

Paul says that “the spirits of prophets are subject to the prophets” (1 Corinthians 14:32). This means 
that the Holy Spirit does not force us to do or say anything. We are free to obey or disobey. We can 
quench the Spirit by not delivering what the Spirit gives us, or we can get ahead of the Spirit and say or 
do many things that the Lord did not command. Either way causes confusion. But we can also be 
obedient to the Spirit, cooperate with Him, and manifest the love of the Lord Jesus.  

Everyone who has been baptized in the Spirit can be used to deliver any of the nine manifestations 
of the Spirit. In Christian gatherings, the Spirit distributes them according to need, using us to minister 
one to another. In our every day walk, we should be yielded enough to the Lord to be able to minister to 
people through these manifestations of the Spirit anywhere and at any time.  

Our own intelligence, education, and ability is not negated or discarded in this spiritual ministry, but 
these natural capacities need to be brought to the Cross and surrendered to Him. Let us never forget that 
His thoughts are higher than ours and His understanding deeper.  

We need not worry if we do not see all these manifestations in our ministry at first. But as we learn to 
yield to Him and as need arises, He will use each of us. We should continually seek this spiritual ministry 
by prayer, practice, and obedience to the Spirit.  

Many people are afraid to yield to the free working of the Holy Spirit or to allow His manifestation in 
their churches, lest there be counterfeit or false manifestations. But we can only surely distinguish the 
true and the false if we ourselves have experienced the real thing. So the safest way of avoiding the 
counterfeits is by a deep involvement in the fellowship and work of the Holy Spirit. We can proceed with 
the perfect confidence that God is our loving Father who watches over us. If His son asks for a fish, He 
will not give a scorpion. So let us keep our eyes on Jesus and yield ourselves fully to Him, and always be 
full of His Spirit.  

The Law of Love  
According to the New Testament, love is not basically an emotion or attitude, but a way of acting. 

God loved the world He had made. So when He saw that world had gone astray, He acted. He sent His 
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Son to manifest His love and to bring the creature back into fellowship with Him.  

The Son, Jesus, manifested God's love for fallen humanity by acting the following ways:  

1. He forgave sins.  
2. He healed sickness.  
3. He cast out demons.  
4. He preached the Kingdom of God.  

These are the works of love which meet man's deepest needs. With these works of love, God's Son 
offered to give men back their inner peace, peace with other men, peace among nations, and peace with 
God.  

Our proper response to these works of God is two-fold:  

1. Receive these gifts of His love for ourselves: forgiveness, healing of body, mind, and spirit, 
deliverance from every power of darkness, entrance into His Kingdom, and His 
dominion, or ruler ship, in our lives.  

2. Become Christ's messengers to pass on His love to others, by doing for them in His Name what 
He has done for us.  

This two-fold response fulfils Christ's laws of love for God and man.  

To give this practical kind of love, we need the supernatural equipment of the Spirit. The nine 
manifestations of the Spirit are the weapons of our warfare and the means of showing Christ's love 
towards others. When we receive the Baptism in the Spirit, the love of Christ is in us. As we yield to Him, 
His love flows out to others. We deliver His words and His help to them.  

The close relation of the spiritual gifts and Christ's commandment to love God and one another is 
shown in 1 Corinthians 13. Not by accident did Paul place this chapter between the material in chapters 
12 and 14. The fruit of the Spirit cannot be divorced from the manifestation of the Spirit.  

Some people have tried to interpret the love of 1 Corinthians 13 as a substitute for the manifestations 
of the Spirit. But if we examine the context, we see that love is here presented as the “more excellent 
way” to receive and exercise the gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:31; 14:1). Without love we may 
minister in the Spirit, but the fruit of the Spirit is not evident in our lives. We are empty and make a poor 
witness through our personal life. But love without the gifts of the Spirit is merely a nice feeling or 
emotion. If my neighbour is sick, I can sit at home and feel love for that person. But the love of Jesus 
makes me go there, lay hands on him and heal. If my neighbour is discouraged or depressed, I go in the 
love of Jesus and deliver a word of wisdom or prophecy for “edification, exhortation, and comfort” (1 
Corinthians 14:3).  

The proper order is: (1) follow after love, and (2) seek spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 14:1). The spiritual 
gifts make the love practical and demonstrable. We are not content to manifest our own human love, but 
His supernatural love. We minister to others not according to our own ability, but His.  

Fruit of the Spirit  
Let us not try to fix up our own lives. We have already tried that for years and failed. Only the Spirit of 

God can really make us what we should be. We must give Him a chance.  

The growth of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives is very much related to our manifesting the gifts of the 
Spirit in fulfilling the Law of Love. In Galatians 5:22, 23 we are told that the fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness; goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. These qualities are not 
attained by our struggle, but are fruit of our submission to the Holy Spirit. The more we bring Christ's 
forgiveness, healing, and deliverance to others, the more we are filled with His love. The love of God 
flows through us like a mighty river. If we know that we are acting according to His will, we will increase in 
joy and peace. We grow in patience, kindness, and goodness, because it is hard to get irritated at people 
to whom we are ministering the love and help of the Lord. We grow in faithfulness as we continue to be 
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obedient to the Spirit's work in and through our lives. We learn gentleness, as we realize that we depend 
entirely on the Lord's power, not our own effort. We will see the need of exercising self-control so that our 
actions will not become a hindrance to the Lord's work.  

The Holy Spirit is working the Christ like character in us. Our part is to let Him flow through us and do 
His works in us and through us.  

The goal of this sanctifying process is that we “all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God, and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:13).  

Walking in the Spirit  
Let us not be impatient if we do not see all this spiritual growth in our lives at the beginning. Fruit has 

to grow. After children are born, they need to learn to walk. People who have been born again and 
become children of God, need to learn to walk in the Spirit.  

Walking in the Spirit involves two aspects:  

1. Praying in the Spirit. In I Corinthians 14:2, we read that “anyone who speaks in a tongue does 
not speak to men, but to God. Indeed, no one understands him, he utters mysteries 
with his spirit” When we speak in tongues we are praying and uttering mysteries in the 
Holy Spirit. In verse 4 we read that he who speaks in tongues edifies himself. If we 
pray continually in the Spirit, that is, in tongues, we are edified. Our spirits are built up 
and brought on to perfection. In Isaiah 28:11 it is explained that speaking in tongues is 
God's rest. We cease from our own labours. If we continue to pray in tongues we enter 
His rest, our faith is built up, and our spirits are united with His Spirit. This is the first 
part of walking in the Spirit.  

2. Obedience. If the Lord asks us to do something, let us not try to carry it out our own way, but 
according to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As we pray in the Spirit, we often hear the 
voice of the Spirit telling us to do something. If the Lord wants us to prophesy, let us 
prophesy. If He wants us to speak, let us speak. If He wants us to pray for a sick 
person, let us pray. If He wants us to sit still, let us sit still. Everything He tells us to do, 
we do.  

We need to walk in the Spirit twenty-four hours a day. We can pray continually in the Spirit. Then 
when the Spirit directs us to do something, we will obey.  

Let us not be afraid to yield ourselves fully to the guidance of the Spirit. Let us enter into the joy of 
His service, giving thanks and praise continually in the new language He has given us. Let us minister 
with the power He has given us, speaking His words and doing His works, letting His love change and 
sanctify us. We will grow in the Spirit from glory to glory, and our love will be perfected in Christ.  

We are not asked to choose between gifts and fruit of the Spirit, but to have both in abundance and 
in perfect balance. 
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7.  Forming Fellowships  
When several people in a given place have been born again of water and the Spirit, we can begin to 
gather them together for informal Christian fellowship. At first we will need to give them much teaching in 
the fundamentals of Christian faith? Praying, walking in the Spirit, maintaining sanctification, and doing 
ministry. New-born babies need lots of attention and frequent doses of milk.  

But even from the beginning, we can encourage them to ask questions, discuss their experiences, 
and lead prayer in the fellowship, even if only a short sentence or two. Soon they will be able to prophesy 
and deliver other manifestations of the Spirit. We should encourage them to study the Bible together by 
discussion method.  

Most people, when they want to form a new congregation, think first of a church building, a weekly 
schedule of services, and a salaried clergyman. But these three things are exactly what the early Church 
avoided in the initial stages.  

Three thousand members were added to the congregation in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. 
But nobody thought of building a church or scheduling a service. They met in the temple to praise God 
together, and then they gathered in homes all over the city to pray and study together as God's family, in 
close fellowship with Him and with one another.  

Luke tells us, “They continued in the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, in breaking of bread and 
prayer” (Acts 2:42).  

Let us look at these four elements of their life and worship:  

1. Teaching. Jesus had called a small band of men to be with him and to be taught in the closest kind of 
daily fellowship. They ate, slept and worked together. The disciples saw Jesus' miracles and His way of 
dealing with all kinds of people. When there was time, they sat down wherever they might be and talked 
over what they had experienced together. But, most of all, they learned from observing Jesus' lifestyle. 
His love flowed out to them and changed their lives.   

These disciples became the leaders or teachers in the first Christian congregation in Jerusalem. 
They taught the new converts, as they had been taught, in small informal fellowships, on the streets, in 
people's homes, or wherever they happened to be.  

2. Fellowship. Teaching and fellowship could not be separated in Jesus' ministry. So it is not surprising 
that the early Church was characterized by very close fellowship groups, built around the Apostles. The 
people gathered daily in homes, sharing table fellowship, ministering to one another, caring for one 
another, and even selling their possessions to supply one another's needs. They lived continually in 
God's presence and in loving fellowship with all His children.  

3. Breaking of Bread. Jesus had told the people that those who eat His Body and drink His Blood would 
maintain close fellowship with Him. “Remain in Me and I in you”, He said (John 15:4). On the night of His 
betrayal Jesus took bread and wine, explaining, “This is My Body . . .” and “This is My Blood” (Mark 
14:22-24). Then He told His disciples, “Do this, that I may always be remembered” (Luke 22:19).  

After His resurrection, Jesus was known to His disciples in the breaking of bread, startlingly revealed 
to them at that moment of remembrance. In order that they might continually know His presence, 
remember His sacrifice, and receive the food of eternal life, the early church broke bread together in their 
homes, united together in one Body with Him and with each other, praising God with glad hearts, being 
built up in Him.  
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4. Prayer. As they prayed together and opened their hearts to God, God spoke to them by His Spirit. 
There was an interchange in which all took part.  

“When you come together,” Paul said, “everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a 
tongue, or an interpretation” (1 Corinthians 14:26). No one person monopolized the worship. Everyone 
took part as the Spirit led. The Spirit of the living God met with men and spoke to them of God's love, 
giving encouragement and teaching and strength.  

On his missionary journeys the Apostle Paul gathered new converts into local congregations. His aim 
was to form fellowships that could quickly become independent. For this reason, he began as quickly as 
possible to encourage all of them to take part.  

If we gather new converts who are dependent only on a traditional church service, the new converts 
will listen politely, and then go out about their business as usual until the next service. Their knowledge of 
the Gospel may increase a bit, but it is a passive knowledge. Their dependence is on the service and 
leadership rather than on the Lord.  

In a traditional church service, the people can have intimate fellowship with God, as they celebrate 
the Liturgy together and offer their corporate praise and thanksgiving to God. But they have quite limited 
fellowship with each other; so in addition to worship in the church, we must have opportunity for small 
group fellowship. The early church in Jerusalem praised God together in the temple, but the intimate 
Christian fellowship was in their homes.  

In the informal family atmosphere in a home, we can truly know one another in the Spirit. Everybody 
can give attention to all the brethren, and pray for them one by one. All can talk together about the Lord 
and discuss His Word together. They can minister the love of Christ to each other. If one is sick, the 
others can pray for him. If one is sad, someone can minister to him with a word of revelation from the 
Spirit. We can all be taught by God's Spirit.  

The order of worship for this type of fellowship meeting is not determined by men, but by the Spirit of 
God. If it is led by the Spirit, it will have endless variety. All share in the love of Jesus and in ministering 
one to another.  

In this way the people grow spiritually, since everything they learn is put into practice and becomes a 
reality in their lives. They learn to pray, to read and understand their Bibles, to hear God's voice, to 
minister to each other, and to trust God to overcome problems and persecutions.  

Learn by Doing  
If we give lectures on the Bible, people will learn a little bit. But they will get the impression that the 

Bible has to be explained by experts, and that its contents are mostly theoretical. If we study the Bible 
together in informal discussions, the members of the group will realize that they themselves can read and 
understand. Before long they will be teaching their friends and neighbours, and the Word will spread.  

Many people think that praying is just for experts, because in church the prayers are read by an 
ordained clergyman. But if, from the outset, we encourage people to pray together, they will do so 
naturally anywhere and at any time.  

The Spirit Manifest in our Worship  
In the small group fellowship, God can be given opportunity to speak and minister directly to us 

through the gifts or manifestations of the Spirit, and through inspired singing and teaching. “Seek all the 
spiritual gifts, especially prophecy,” said Paul (1 Corinthians 14:1).  

If people hear God speak to them in the meeting, they will be encouraged to hear His voice in their 
private prayers at home and everywhere. They can also expect God to speak through them in ministry, 
both within the meeting, and also outside to their friends and neighbours.  
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So when we have gathered together a little group of people who have begun to walk in the Spirit, we 
encourage them all to begin delivering the manifestations of the Spirit in the fellowship. Paul says, if you 
can speak in tongues, begin praying for the interpretation. He also says all can prophesy. Therefore, we 
should encourage all the members of the group to yield themselves to the Spirit, letting Him use them to 
minister to one another. In this way, we will not be limited by man's understanding or wisdom, but God 
Himself will speak through us for the building up of faith in the whole group, and, through them, in the 
whole Body of Christ.  

We do not need to be overly concerned if the manifestations of the Spirit are imperfect at first. Paul 
Himself said, “We know in part and prophesy in part.” The Lord will occasionally even allow people to give 
manifestations which are not of His Spirit, so that the group can learn to distinguish. As people learn to 
yield more perfectly to the Spirit, the manifestations will be more and more reliable. We need to 
encourage and correct one another in love. Often correction will best be done through personal counsel 
outside the meeting, but sometimes the Spirit Himself will bring correction in the meeting in a beautiful, 
loving way. Anything that happens can be a part of our learning and developing in the Spirit, if we keep 
looking to Him and trusting Him.  

The Scriptural criterion for all ministry in the Christian fellowship is that it should “edify” or build faith. 
As we learn to yield to the moving of God's Spirit, we will find that God brings all the elements of our 
worship into a wonderful order, leading us to new depths of understanding and new heights of glory and 
worship.  

All ministry which draws attention to human wisdom, knowledge, or position must be rejected. All 
prophecy which arises from sentiment, emotion, or natural knowledge is also rejected, as well as 
prophecies which bring accusation or discourage people. The Spirit of Jesus always ministers in love and 
grace, building up and strengthening faith and love in the fellowship (1 Corinthians 13:9).  

Elements of Worship  
As we begin to grow in our experience of the working of the Spirit, and in our unity with one another, 

we will become increasingly sensitive to the Spirit's purpose in the prayer meeting. We will find that He 
usually has one particular objective or direction for any given meeting. This objective will unfold as 
everyone is obedient to His leading. We will find that all the teachings, prophecies, and even the songs 
we have sung are united and directed towards that one purpose.  

Within this framework there will be different periods of time when the Spirit will work in particular 
ways — times of praise and worship, times of repentance, times of teaching. There will be a balance 
between different elements in the worship — between sacramental and charismatic, between teaching 
and prayer, between spontaneous praise and quiet waiting upon God. All participants need to become 
sensitive to what the Spirit wants us to be doing at any given time. When it is time to sing and worship in 
the Spirit, let us not interrupt with teaching or prophecy, and vice versa.  

The Holy Spirit always has a definite plan and order for the worship, which we can usually see more 
easily in retrospect than beforehand. This order of the Spirit may be very different in different meetings, 
so we need to learn to be very sensitive and obedient to Him moment by moment. In spiritual worship we 
empty ourselves of human thoughts, emotions, plans, and effort, and yield ourselves fully into His hands, 
that His glory may be revealed in us and through us.  

There will surely be a time of praise and singing in the Spirit. The Lord will give us some new psalms, 
and raise us to new realms of worship in the Spirit. He puts a new song in our hearts and on our lips. 
Sometimes as we pray and praise in the Spirit, we will sense the doors of heaven opening, and all the 
angels singing and praising around the throne of God's glory. At that moment, our song in the Spirit will 
become one with them. This is good practice for that day when He will come and lift us up to live 
continually in that heavenly realm.  

There are times in our worship when we are so caught up in Him that there is no longer any sound of 
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singing, even of singing in the Spirit. We stand before the presence of His majesty in awe and wonder, 
and there is no sound or movement — nothing at all but Him, in the silence of eternity. When this 
happens we will never be the same again. Our lives, our thoughts, our ministry, all are transformed. We 
learn again a new and deeper meaning of Paul's words: “It is no longer I . . . but Christ” (Galatians 2:20).  

There is always a time for us to sit quietly as the Lord borrows several mouths to speak His words to 
us in prophecy. He may also use several to teach as His Spirit inspires. This prophesying and teaching is 
not limited to clever people or those with theological degrees, for the Spirit of God can occasionally speak 
through a new convert, a little child, or the most untrained person in the fellowship. The most necessary 
requirement for spiritual ministry and teaching is a yieldedness to the leading of the Spirit and an 
openness to receive revelation from Him.  

Unyielded natural ability or understanding can actually hinder our receiving new truth from God's 
Spirit. Brilliant, highly trained people can be wonderfully used by God, if they will bring their abilities and 
education to the foot of the Cross and subject it to the higher wisdom of the mind of Christ.  

There is always a time for praying for one another. We show our love for one another by ministering 
to each other's needs. We do not just “say a prayer” for them. The members of the Body minister to one 
another in the love of Christ, imparting His love. All can take part as the Spirit leads in ministering to one 
another. We may let the Spirit lead one to deliver a word of knowledge or wisdom. Then the Lord may 
choose one or two people to pray for the person's needs. “Let all things be for edification” (Romans 15:2). 
In Christ's love, we have an openness with each other that allows sharing the burdens and secrets of the 
heart.  

We can take time also to pray for our ministry and outreach, and for any other burdens and concerns 
we may have. Let us pray for these things one by one, giving time for God's Spirit to guide our praying. 
We do not need many fancy words, but we do need His direction and anointing.  

In any gathering of Christians, there is a time for the Holy Communion or Breaking of Bread together. 
This was the liturgical act which was instituted by Jesus Himself. The word “liturgy” means the work of the 
people. It should be central in all our worship and fellowship. The parish Eucharist is the centre of 
corporate life for the whole Body of Christ in churches; but it is also very appropriate in small group 
worship in homes. The early Church worshiped God daily in the Temple, and also broke bread in their 
homes. The Lord filled them with His joy and added daily to their numbers.  

Prayer Issues in Ministry  
Our ministry on the outside and the new fellowships we form will not rise above our level of worship 

and living together. If the revelation of God and the love of Christ flows in our fellowship, we can expect 
similar results in the fellowships to which we minister on the outside.  

Much of our ministry in East Java has been amongst villages where the Gospel is being heard for the 
first time. When we moved to the city of Lawang in 1971 there were fifteen churches in the city, but two 
miles out of the city almost no one had ever heard the Name of Jesus. Through a large healing campaign, 
the Name of Jesus began to be known, and many saw a demonstration of His power. At first we tried 
visiting the new converts in their villages once a week and holding a service in the usual church sense. 
The results led rapidly in the direction of disaster. We came back to 1 Corinthians 14. We also learned 
from Acts that Paul always formed fellowships with local participation and eventually local leadership. He 
quickly taught them to be self-sufficient, depending on God alone, and to minister to each other.  

Now we simply gather new converts together in a home and begin to talk with them, explaining the 
fundamentals of the faith and answering their questions. Soon problems and persecution arise and have 
to be faced. In an informal atmosphere they can discuss what is happening in their lives. One shares a 
problem, another tells how God has helped him with a similar problem. They build up each other's faith 
and pray for each other. Eventually there are times of praise and worship and singing together in the 
Spirit. There is Bible study together and praying one for another, and they begin to deliver the 
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manifestations of the Spirit in the meetings. God takes over more and more as they learn to yield to His 
guidance. As their understanding grows, there is celebration of the Holy Communion.  

They learn quickly how to minister to each other. If, for some reason, we cannot come to lead the 
meeting, it doesn't matter. They can meet anyway, because their dependence is on God, not on us. 
Eventually we can leave them on their own. When they have begun to learn to minister to each other in 
the fellowship, they begin, almost automatically, to minister the Gospel to their friends and neighbours, 
and even to go out to the surrounding towns and villages. Soon other fellowships begin in other places 
through their ministry. Worship in the Spirit issues in ministry in the Spirit. 

 

 

8.  Training for Ministry  

The  New Testament pattern of training for ministry is very radical. Jesus never scheduled a class and 
rarely gave a lecture. He built no school buildings. He simply gathered a little group of people, and said, 
“Follow Me.” He started going from one place to another ministering to people. The disciples saw the 
miracles He did, and the authority with which he spoke. They heard His words of command to the 
demons, and His words of love and encouragement to those in sickness and trouble. They observed His 
miraculous healing ministry to the sick and even the dead. They heard Him put down His opposition with 
just a few words. They saw wind and wave obey Him, and food multiply in His hands.  

Later, they would sit down on the grass or wherever they happened to be and talk over what they 
had seen and heard. Jesus gave them clues about the meaning of the parables. He confided to the 
disciples that, actually, He was talking in parables to the crowds of miracle seekers so that they would not 
understand. Understanding of His mission and purpose could only be revealed to people who were 
walking in fellowship with Him.  

Jesus' training program for the disciples could not be separated from their life together. They lived 
together in the closest kind of fellowship. They were not filling notebooks on the meaning of love, or 
discipleship, or the kingdom of God. They were constantly experiencing His love which far surpassed 
anything they had ever known before. They learned the meaning of discipleship by observing Jesus' 
relationship with His heavenly Father, by the demands He made upon them, and by their own ministry 
experiences when He sent them out to practice what He was teaching them. They were learning about 
the Kingdom, partly from His words, but even more by observing the power of the One who is the King.  

Most of Jesus' teaching was through experience. Shortly after He gathered the disciples, He took 
them out in a boat (deliberately, I am sure) at the exact time that a storm was coming up. Jesus (also 
deliberately) went to sleep in the stern of the boat. The waves started heaving and the boat started rolling. 
The disciples, in terror, woke Jesus and said, “We're going to drown!” Jesus said, “What's the matter, 
don't you have any faith?” Then He spoke to the wind and wave and quieted them instantly. This was the 
disciples' first lesson on faith. It was a graphic lesson, and designed to start building the faith it talked 
about.  

Shortly after this, He was teaching a great multitude on the mountain side. As night drew near, He 
turned to the disciples and said, “Give them something to eat.” They knew there was no way they could 
do that. So Jesus showed them how to do it. He took a little food and gave thanks, and the food 
multiplied. This was the second lesson on faith.  

Both of these lessons had to be repeated with slight variations, because the disciples did not catch 
on the first time, anymore than we usually do.  
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After the disciples had walked with Jesus for a while and had an opportunity to see His style of 
ministry, He called them together one day, gave them some instructions, and said, “Now go out and try it 
on your own.” They returned after a while saying, “Wow, it works!”  

Jesus' training of His disciples was always fellowship-based and practice-oriented.  

Ministering is something we have to learn to do. It can be discussed and some theories can be 
developed. But, ultimately, we must learn to minister by experiencing it. Ministry is a little like swimming. 
We could read all the books there are on swimming and still not be able to do it. Swimming is learned by 
getting in water, splashing around, inhaling some water, learning to coordinate, and developing muscles 
and skills.  

Jesus almost always placed people in the midst of the activity first, and then discussed and 
explained it later. Practice preceded theory. Jesus wanted His disciples mature in understanding, but 
even more He wanted them able to minister and practice what they had learned.  

After the Day of Pentecost in Jerusalem, we read that the new Christians gathered in houses to 
worship and to “continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship” (Acts 2:42). It seems reasonable to 
assume that the Apostles would have conducted this teaching on the same basis as Jesus had trained 
them.  

They did not build buildings or schedule classes. They met in close intimate fellowship in believers' 
homes, where they broke bread and prayed together. They moved out from these fellowships into 
ministry, so that the Church grew rapidly. They learned the Lord's ways quickly in that type of community. 
The Church was a worshipping community gathered around Jesus, and it was a training ground for 
ministry.  

Certainly we know that Paul used the same kind of on-the-job, fellowship-oriented methods for 
training Timothy, Titus, Luke and the others. They travelled with him as a team. They observed his 
ministry, and no doubt shared in it more and more as time went on. After a while, he sent them for 
ministry on their own for a period of time, and then had them come back for further training with him. 
Eventually they were sent out permanently with only an occasional letter of encouragement or advice and 
continual prayers.  

After we moved to Indonesia in 1965, we formed a little team which began to be trained by this same 
method. We prayed and worked and studied together. Our family and the young Indonesians who made 
up the team lived in a little village high up in the mountains of East Java. We evangelized in the villages, 
seeing the miracles Jesus did, seeing people turning to the Lord, and new Christian fellowships being 
formed. We studied all the stories about evangelism in the Gospels and in Acts, and looked up all the 
references to the word ‘evangelize.’ We tried out everything we learned.  

Often we went to the cities and towns in Java and even to other islands to teach in churches and 
encourage Christians, or to hold evangelistic meetings.  

I remember in particular a trip we took to Tana Toraja, a rather primitive area in the interior of the 
island of Celebes. We visited twenty-one of the little villages scattered all over the mountains. We walked 
about two hundred kilometres from village to village, and baptized about two hundred new converts. 
Everywhere we went, the Lord performed miracles with very little help from us. In one village, three 
people from the preceding village told what had happened in their village. The Holy Spirit began to 
baptize some and bring others to repentance. Still others were healed while we stood and watched in 
amazement. In another village, as one of the young men of our team was preaching to a crowd outdoors, 
a crippled youth who had not stood or moved his legs for fifteen years got up and began to walk. I was 
deeply moved the next day to see him walk a mile down a steep hill to the river to be baptized, and then 
climb back up with no difficulty.  

The ministry in every village was totally different. Each time we came into a town, we prayed and 
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listened to the Lord. He told us through prophecy and visions much of what was going to happen in that 
village and how we were to approach the ministry there. We were learning to walk with the Lord and 
observe His ways, like that first little group of disciples long ago.  

In 1971, we established the Lawang Bible Training Centre, in which the same general principles are 
applied. It was very different from ordinary Bible schools or seminaries. There was no school year, and 
students came when they had been accepted and stayed until they had a definite call to their own 
ministry somewhere else. There was no formal curriculum or set courses as such. From the outset, the 
students went out for ministry in the surrounding villages. New students went with more experienced 
ones. At any stage in their training, students could be sent out as teams to other islands. One or two 
experienced people went with the new ones. In the course of two or three years, students received a 
great variety of ministry experience in village evangelism, church planting, teaching in established 
churches, evangelism among college students in the city, and evangelizing primitive tribes on remote 
islands.  

In between times, we sat down together and studied the Bible, mostly by discussion. Sometimes the 
Lord directed us to a particular book of the Bible and we read it a few verses at a time discussing them as 
we went and applying them to our lives and ministry. Other times we studied a certain topic, such as 
healing ministry, methods of church planting, baptism, worship in the Holy of Holies, ministry gifts, or the 
Bride of Christ. In each case we took all the scripture references to the subject, put the Bible verses down 
the left side of our big chart and the questions we wanted answered across the top. We filled in the chart, 
reviewed the columns and drew all the conclusions we could. Finally, we decided how the study could be 
put into practice.  

Practical training leaves far less time for actual academic study than conventional methods. But 
experience shows that, after a few months, our students know more Bible and more theology than those 
who have studied for years by traditional methods. Everything they learn is forged on the anvil of 
experience, and they do not forget it. The knowledge immediately becomes life and ministry.  

Essentially, our training centres are communities of people trying to live as the Body of Christ. First 
priority is given to a personal relationship with the Lord. There are several quiet times during the day for 
meditation and private devotion. Each evening the whole community gathers for 1 Corinthians 14, and 
they minister to the Lord and to each other in the Spirit.  

The Lord still teaches in fellowship, with His people coming together to be with Him, so that they can 
be sent out to minister.  

When people go out from such a community to form new congregations, they try to reproduce the 
sense of community they have experienced. The main thrust is toward making each of these new 
congregations a worshipping and ministering community, which can in turn reach out to its own village 
and neighbouring villages, and the process goes on.  

On the island of Irian there are hundreds of very primitive tribes, living in the jungle. Many of them 
still have not heard the Gospel; it has not been presented in their language or cultural setting. But they 
are very open to the Gospel. Over the past fifty years, missionaries have gone to many of these tribes, 
learned their languages and customs. In due course they have presented the Gospel, and it has been 
received.  

A few young people from some of these tribes go to school out in some of the more civilized towns 
and villages along the coast. They have learned the Indonesian language and culture. Graduates of the 
Lawang Bible Training Centre have formed training centres in different parts of the island. Tribal people 
are trained and go back to their own tribes to communicate the Gospel and become Christian teachers for 
their tribe. They can lead their own tribe and sometimes some of the neighbouring tribes to the Lord.  

Undeniably, the best place to do discipleship training would be in a local church. But the church 
would have to function as a community. The people would need to be walking in the Spirit and flowing 
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freely in the manifestations of the Spirit. They would need to know what their individual ministry gifts were 
and be functioning in them, so that they could train up the new candidates for ministry.  

Unfortunately, very few churches function on this level. The alternative is to let the Lord gather 
together a small group of people who want to learn to walk in the Spirit and move into the ministry gifts. 
Let this community become a small manifestation of the Body of Christ. Then all who come into the 
community can be trained together according to the Lord's pattern. Eventually, some of the churches will 
see the effectiveness of these methods and will put them into practice.  

 

 

9.  Prayer and Ministry  
Spiritual  ministry must begin with prayer and be carried on in the spirit of prayer. Ultimately, the 
ministry which counts for God has to be based on a life of prayer.  

The ministry of Jesus began with forty days and nights of very intense prayer in the wilderness. 
Fasting was not the real issue. We are told that, “afterwards He was hungry” (Matthew 4:2). Or, to state it 
another way, fasting is not just abstaining from food, it is an intensity of prayer that causes food not to be 
important for a season.  

At His baptism in the Jordan, Jesus had received the anointing of the Spirit for His ministry. The 
fullness of the Holy Spirit is the first requirement for spiritual ministry.  

But Jesus did not immediately start doing miracles. The Holy Spirit “led Him out to the desert to be 
tempted” (Matthew 4:1). Only as He was ready and equipped to start His ministry could He be tempted to 
misuse the power He had been given.  

We too, when we receive the power of the Spirit, must spend some time in the wilderness. We do not 
simply live happily ever after. The Lord has to break down some old attitudes, ego-trips, and tendencies 
to misuse the Lord's gifts. The chaff in our lives needs to be burned up in a baptism of fire. In fact, those 
whom the Lord really uses will spend considerable time in the wilderness or in the fire, getting purged and 
reconstructed according to His specifications and made ready for His use. The Apostle Paul spent quite a 
few years in the desert getting shaped into the kind of instrument the Lord could use for His purpose.  

My own experience has been that long periods of preparation, seeking the Lord, and being worked 
over are interspersed with short and glorious intervals of seeing the Lord use me in ministry.  

In a sense, all of Jesus' ministry grew out of that forty days in the wilderness. It was there that the 
limits were clearly defined and the vision and direction clearly given.  

In addition, our Lord took time each morning to be alone with His Father and get direction for the 
day. Important decisions, like the choice of disciples or new directions of ministry, were made after 
all-night prayer.  

We too need to have a vision for the Lord's work, both in the general or long-range sense and also in 
the specific, day-by-day guidance or direction.  

I know a middle-aged widow in a small town in Java named Mrs. Piet. She is illiterate and talks 
mainly in malapropisms and bad grammar. The first time I met her, she told me she evangelized in three 
hundred and sixty villages. I initially thought she was making an empty boast. But eventually, I found out 
that in each of these villages people had indeed been healed and led to the Lord. Hundreds had been 
baptized and little congregations started in many of the villages. This ministry is purely the fruit of vision 
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and prayer. Her vision is a single-minded desire to see people healed and led to the Lord. Except for a 
couple hours of sleep, she prays all night. The Lord gives her clear instructions as to where she is to go 
and what she is to do. Sometimes angels come in the middle of the night and tell her what to do the next 
day. When she is going to a visit a village she has not been to before, she is often given a vision of the 
village and the house to which she is to go. The ministry is simply obedience to the guidance she has 
received in prayer.  

Intercession in the Spirit 
Spiritual ministry requires prayer in the Spirit. Jesus said, “I do not speak my own words, but the 

words of Him who sent Me” (John 12:49). This means that our prayer and our ministry need to be carried 
out by the manifestations of the Spirit.  

Actually, there are two types of apostolate — the apostolate of those who go forth to minister in the 
power and direction of the Spirit, and the intercessors who support them by praying in the Spirit. In fact, 
those whose apostolate will lead them out for ministry need to begin by much prayer in the Spirit, and 
then simply practice on the outside what they have learned in the prayer room.  

The apostle Paul says to the people at Ephesus:  

"Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Pray also for 
me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will 
fearlessly make known the mystery of the Gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains." Ephesians 6:18-20  

No effective apostolate has ever been carried out without the support of intercessors. Paul was sent 
out by the church in Antioch with prayer and fasting. Their prayers continued to follow him on his 
journeys. In due course, he came back and reported on the results of their prayers. In turn, Paul bore 
daily in prayer the burden of all the new churches he had founded.  

People do not usually get praised or become famous for being intercessors. It is lonely and difficult 
work. But the work they do is of the utmost importance. Those of us who have been on the forefront of the 
battle on the mission field know that we can tell immediately if the prayer support increases or slacks off.  

When we take on a burden of intercession, we often experience the same thing as the people for 
whom we are praying. Paul says:  

Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, 
and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 2 Corinthians 11:28, 29  

One time, I went with a team into a little village in the interior of Borneo. As we began to pray there, 
the four members of our team all began to feel angry at each other. We discussed our feelings and 
realized we were bearing a burden for the people. That evening in the church, each of us spoke on 
different aspects of the Christian approach to anger and how to be set free from it. At the end, I said, “If 
anyone here is angry at someone else, please come forward for prayer.”  

About thirty people came forward. They confessed their anger with each other, forgave one another, 
shook hands and prayed together. Peace descended on that village.  

The pastor of the church said afterward, “I didn't want to tell you ahead of time what the problem was 
here. But tonight the Lord has removed an obstacle which has been hindering His work and the life of this 
church for ten years.”  

Sometimes we will even feel physical symptoms of people for whom we pray. One time I was praying 
in my room. Some people came in and said, “You must come and help us pray for a woman who needs 
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healing.”  

I said, “I can't come. I myself have a terrible headache and can't move.”  

They said, “You have to come anyway.”  

So I went out, and discovered that the woman had been troubled with terrible headaches for years. 
We commanded that she be released from the torment. She was immediately healed, and so was I.  

We should not go out of our way to take upon ourselves this type of burden of intercession. But when 
the Holy Spirit gives it to us, we deal with it under His direction until we feel the burden lift. Then we give 
thanks and rejoice.  

In the passage we quoted above from Ephesians, Paul said, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions.” 
Effective intercession is prayer in the Spirit. In Romans 8 Paul says:  

"The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will." Romans 8:26, 27  

Jesus said that, if we ask anything according to God's will, He will do it. The way to be sure that we 
are praying in accordance with God's will is to let the Spirit pray through us. He knows exactly the needs 
of those for whom we pray. He also knows exactly what God wants to do about it.  

A couple of years ago, we had a team on a boat they had built. They were on their way to Irian, but 
stopping off at islands along the way. At our centre on Java we were praying for them each day at our 
noon time intercessions. For several days I heard the same prayer every day: “Lord, we don't know what 
the team on the boat is experiencing today. But you know, and we ask you to bless them richly and help 
them with whatever they are doing.”  

It was too vague and too boring. After a few days I could stand it no longer. I said, “You've got to 
pray in the Spirit. The prayer has to be specific. The Spirit knows what they are doing and what their 
needs are. From now on you can either pray in tongues and interpret, or you can give a word of 
knowledge. But no more making up your own prayers.”  

After that the prayers got specific. One day it was, “Today they are on the water, travelling. A storm 
is brewing. Lord, in the name of Jesus we rebuke the storm, and we speak protection for the boat and its 
crew. Guide them clearly to the next place you want them to go.” Another day they prayed, “Lord, today 
they are having a great open air meeting on the shore of an island. Lord anoint those who are speaking 
Your Word, that they may be given the right words to say. Stretch forth your hand to heal and manifest 
your power.”  

Later we heard the results of some of these prayers. Among other things, a tremendous harvest of 
souls occurred in the open air meetings of the island of Alor. Our teams are still following up the results of 
that campaign. The door of ministry was opened wide by prayer in the Spirit, and by the Spirit-led ministry 
of the boat team.  

One member of the team was put in prison and was repeatedly brought to trial in successively higher 
courts. Each time, he trusted the Lord's promise that the Holy Spirit would give him the words to say. One 
time, all his accusers were converted right in the courtroom.  

Prayer in the Heavenlies  
In the Gospels, we read about the disciples' being unable to cast a demon out of a little boy. When 

Jesus had cast it out, the disciples asked “Why couldn't we do that?”  
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Jesus said, “This kind only comes out by prayer” (Mark 9:29).  But, obviously, Jesus did not pray for 
the demon to come out, He commanded it. The prayer was done earlier that day on the mountain top.  

That was the day that three of His disciples had the privilege of seeing what happened to Jesus 
when He came into the Father's presence. As He prayed, He was transfigured. The glory of God shone 
all about Him, and they saw Him raised into heavenly places.  

In Ephesians 2:6 Paul says, “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” We are seated with Jesus on His throne, where He sits on the Father's 
right hand “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not 
only in the present age, but in the one to come” (Ephesians 1:21). How silly to pray in a natural earth 
realm when we can be doing it from that place of victory!  

So we need to appropriate this sense of being present to God in the heavenly realm in our worship. 
The Book of Hebrews explains at great length that earthly places of worship are simply shadows of that 
true heavenly Temple. 

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not part of this creation . . . . For 
Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, 
now to appear for us in God's presence. Hebrews 9:11, 24  

When Christ died on the Cross, the veil in the Temple in Jerusalem was torn in two from top to 
bottom (that is, from God's side). This symbolizes the opening of the way for us to come into the divine 
presence in the heavenly realm.  

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great 
high priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God in full assurance of faith. Hebrews 10:19-22  

The body and blood of Christ is not just a remembrance of His sacrifice, it is our access to the 
presence of the living God. It gives us an audience with the King. God wants us to dwell with Christ in 
those heavenly realms. He wants us to enter into the silence where God is and stand before His throne in 
awe and wonder and adoration.  

In 1972 we had a Bible Camp at our training centre in Lawang on the topic: The World Mission of the 
Church. We were concerned with the enormity of the task, with so many millions still totally unreached by 
the Gospel. We wanted to know how the task could be accomplished more effectively.  

It was a very supernatural gathering. People came several days before the scheduled starting date. 
Through visions and prophetic utterance, the Lord called out His army to go forth into the warfare of these 
last days. Darto, the head of our training centre, saw a vision of God's army lined up for battle and 
surrounded by fire. Jesus was the Commander-in-Chief, and the fire was going out before Him and 
coming out of His eyes and a sword out of His mouth. The wall of fire around us was God's protection. 
Anyone who tried to step out of the ranks was burned just enough to be reminded to get quickly back into 
the place of safety in the ranks. But people who wanted to break in from the outside to attack God's 
people could not get through the barrier of fire.  

In his vision, Darto saw a cloud of dust rising behind the Lord's army. The Lord said that cloud was 
the enemies of the Lord's army, who would be as dust under our feet. The Lord called us to become His 
soldiers, to get into the ranks of His army, and to be united as one army with the angels of heaven. “This 
is the time when I am calling My army.” He said, “Who among you is ready to die for Me?”  

We raised our hands as if to reply, “We are ready.”  “Many of you will die as martyrs for My Gospel's 
sake,” the Lord told us, “but, because of your lives and because of your deaths, many others will come to 
know Me and enter My kingdom.” A bit later, He spoke more specifically about our ministry:  
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I will send you to places which you would not choose. There you will preach My Good News and 
show forth My righteousness. You must encounter much persecution and suffering along the way. But do 
not be afraid, for My power will rest upon you to protect you. Sit quietly now, and look upon My Ark of the 
Covenant, for My glory is all about you. For there is a right time for you to go to the courtyard to minister 
to those who are awaiting what I am entrusting to you.  

As the camp went on, the Lord spoke more and more of priesthood. He said that His army is really 
an army of priests — a royal priesthood! Priests and kings to serve our God. This priesthood will rule by 
learning submission, following the example of Christ's humility. The warfare of the priests begins with 
prayer and intercession, representing the people before the throne of God.  

As priests of the New Covenant we are to enter into the presence of God in the Most Holy Place, 
where His presence is represented by the Ark of the Covenant. Through the centuries, there have been 
individual saints who have entered the silence of eternity and have received the revelation of the 
presence of God in moments of high contemplation. But now the Lord wants to move His people together 
into the Most Holy Place to experience the heavenly worship as His royal priesthood. Only after this are 
we to go forth into the world bearing the Ark — the presence of God ? just as the priests of old went 
across Jordan and entered the promised land, marching around Jericho with the Ark of God's presence in 
their midst. The city fell, and the enemies of God were brought down by the glory of His presence.  

Several times we have entered as a corporate body into that silence where God is, and where He 
reveals Himself to His people in His glory and majesty. No individual or group of people who have ever 
experienced even a few moments in that glorious presence will ever be the same again. Life is 
transformed and ministry is raised to a new plane.  

Peter testifies to the effect on his life of that experience on the Mount of Transfiguration:  

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honour and glory from God the 
Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love, with 
him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice when we were with him on the sacred mountain.  
And we have the word of prophecy made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 
light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns, and the morning star rises in your hearts. 2 Peter 
1:16-19  

Paul had a similar experience in preparation for his apostolate, which he talks about in the third 
person singular:  

"I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who 
fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the 
body or not I do not know — God knows. And I know that this man — whether 
in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows — was caught 
up to Paradise. He heard inexpressible things that man is not permitted to tell." 
2 Corinthians 12:1-4  

The presence of the Lord is a place of revelation — revelation of the deepest secrets of the Lord's 
heart. There, we catch an indescribable glimpse of Him as He is, in His infinite and eternal majesty. Our 
self-image has to be revised. Our concept of Him is transformed. Our life and ministry can never be the 
same again.  

The presence of the Lord is also the place of ordination and equipping for ministry. Ephesians 2 
precedes Ephesians 6. We sit with Him in the heavenly places, and then we are equipped to carry out the 
warfare on the earth. The Mount of Transfiguration prepares for the Garden of Gethsemane and the 
suffering and victory of the Cross.  
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Prayer as Warfare 
Intercessory prayer is a warfare and the principal way in which the warfare is carried on. The warfare 

has to be won first in prayer and then worked out in practice. The Transfiguration and the Garden of 
Gethsemane are two aspects of our Lord's preparation for His ministry on the Cross. These two aspects 
of priesthood — the contemplative entrance into the presence, and the spiritual warfare against the 
powers of darkness of this world — need to be kept in balance. In the Garden, the real agony of the 
Passion was fought out. From that point on, Jesus was free to minister to people — to forgive the crowds, 
to show love for His mother and disciple, to minister in love to the thief on His right — because the victory 
had really already been won in prayer in the Garden.  

Intercessory prayer breaks down the principalities and powers.  For though we live in the world, we 
do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5  

The enemy has to be accurately identified.  Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms. Ephesians 6:12  

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter took a natural sword and cut off the ear of the High Priest's 
slave. This was a silly thing to do, and Jesus had to put the ear back in its place. Peter had mistakenly 
identified the enemy as a person. Jesus had a spiritual battle to fight. Peter, at that time, was so 
ill-equipped for that battle that he went to sleep. Peter did not really start to understand spiritual warfare 
until after Pentecost, nor do we.  

When my family and I moved to Nongkojajar, a little village high in the mountains of East Java, there 
was already a well established church there as well as a Christian Junior High School and orphanage. A 
few years before, a woman from one of the villages had been very sick and had been brought in for 
prayer. The children and the head of the orphanage were praying for her. About ten o'clock at night she 
died, but they kept on praying. Around midnight they all got filled with the Holy Spirit and began to pray in 
the Spirit. Towards morning, the woman came back to life, and is living there to this day.  

This caused an excitement among the children and young people which spread to the adult 
members of the congregation. Children and adults began to go out to the villages round about to 
evangelize. Miracles were reported on all sides, new converts were being made in large numbers, and 
congregations were springing up in the villages.  

But up above us on the higher parts of the mountain were about 300,000 people of the Tengger tribe 
who had totally resisted the Gospel for years. When sick people were prayed for, they got sicker and 
died. The centre of worship for Tenggerese was the crater of Mount Bromo which towered above them. 
They used to sacrifice children there, but now only animals and produce. The Lord said that this was the 
centre of the principalities and powers which were keeping the Tenggerese in bondage.  

In May of 1967, seven of us camped for five days on the edge of the crater and took authority over 
those powers of darkness.  

After that, evangelism in the mountain villages began to be fruitful. We began in the highest village, 
where thirteen people received the Lord in three days.  

Two of the women from our town went to Pangananjeru, a village seven kilometres up the mountain 
from us. They felt led to go into one of the little huts. There they found a most hideous old hag sitting 
before the fire. She had neither washed nor combed her hair for fifteen years. She just sat there and 
stared at the fire day after day.  
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The women told her about Jesus and prayed for her to be delivered from the demonic powers that 
bound her. She accepted the Lord, and they took her down to the river and baptized her. After that, she 
was no longer afraid to wash and turned out to be a nice looking young woman, completely in her right 
mind.  

Through that and other miracles that happened, there was soon a congregation of thirty in that little 
village.  

The powers of darkness had been broken and driven out by the prayer on the top of the mountain 
and the whole area was, and is, open to the acceptance of the Gospel.  

I believe that it is inappropriate for Christians to be weak and half-hearted at this point in history. 
There is a war going on, the last great battle of history. The kingdoms of this world need to be torn out of 
Satan's hands so that they can become the Kingdom of God and of His Christ.  

In the Book of Joel, the prophet describes a locust plague that was happening in his day. He saw this 
as a type of the day of the Lord, which was to be a time of terrible darkness, suffering and disaster.  

Joel issued an urgent call to the people to come together in intercession:  

Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a fast, call a sacred assembly.  
Gather the people, consecrate the assembly;  
bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast.  
Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber.  
Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between the temple porch and the altar. 
Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord.  
Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations.’  
Joel 2:15-17  

The priests are called to weep for the people. They are “between the porch and the altar;” that is, 
they are out in the courtyard. They cannot enter the Holy Place because they are bearing the sins of the 
people. The people of God have gone far from Him. There needs to be an army of intercessors who will 
agonize for the Church of God that it may come back to its first love.  

Prayer in the Spirit is often referred to as travail. Paul says, “How I suffer in travail that Christ might 
be formed in you” (Galatians 4:19). It is a travail because, through agony, something new is brought to 
birth. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. Romans 8:22, 23  

This travail is carried out by intercessors praying in the language of the Spirit. The Lord will give 
language for spiritual warfare. Sometimes it will be so deep that no language is adequate any more, even 
the language of the Spirit. Then the deep groanings of unutterable soul-agony take over.  

This is not something which we can manufacture, nor should we volunteer; but rather it is a ministry 
to which we yield ourselves as the Holy Spirit gives it to us.  

One time, our church in Montana was in trouble. The Lord's people and His work were in confusion. 
One day, a woman appeared, saying the Lord had sent her to intercede for our church. She rented a little 
house and retreated inside it. She then proceeded to intercede, praying in the Spirit all day, every day for 
six months, until victory came.  

Much of this spiritual warfare needs to be carried on in the heavenly realm. Every section of the Book 
of Revelation begins in the heavenly realm. In Chapters 4 and 5, for example, we are given a graphic 
picture of that heavenly Temple that was alluded to in Hebrews. God sits on His throne in the midst. All 
the heavenly hosts join in the praise around the throne. In response to a travailing prayer from John, the 
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Lamb appears and opens the scroll. As the heavenly hosts continue to praise and worship God, the 
warfare starts on the earth and God's plan for world conquest unfolds.  

In Chapter 8, the prayers of the saints have a direct part in the beginning of God's judgments on 
the earth:  

Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was 
given much incense to offer, with the prayers of the saints, on the golden altar 
before the throne. The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the 
saints, went up before God from the angel's hand. Then the angel took the 
censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there 
came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. Then 
the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 
Revelation 8:3-6  

The same fire that caused the worship to go up in the presence of God was able to cause the 
unfolding of God's plan on earth. The fuel used for fire on the altar of incense before the throne always 
consists of incense and prayers of the saints. “Prayers of the saints” means those of holy people, people 
who have been washed and made pure in the blood of Jesus. Their prayers are prayers in the Spirit, 
prayers that can enter into the presence of God behind the veil in the Holy of Holies. Prayer that will be 
effective in the warfare of these days must be in the heavenlies, not on earth. It must be supernatural, 
Spirit-controlled prayer. Such prayers make a pleasant odour before the Lord.  

When the angel took fire from the altar in his censer and threw it down on earth, there was a great 
cataclysm. The same fire which makes a lovely pleasing act of worship in the heavenlies, also causes 
dire results on the earth. Our prayers, united with the heavenly worship, have a profound effect upon the 
fulfilment of God's purposes in history. All that follows is the result of this heavenly worship. The angels 
sound their trumpets, and God's judgments happen.  

In Revelation 12, the Church, represented by the woman, gives birth to a body of overcomers, the 
man child, who enters into the realm of the heavenly worship. His entrance there sets off a great warfare 
in the heavenlies, resulting in Satan's getting overthrown and kicked out of heaven. This apparently is a 
direct result of the man-child's intercession or spiritual warfare in the heavenlies.  

The Lord is seeking those who will become overcomers, who have the courage to join with the 
heavenly host in that warfare. The ultimate unfolding of His plan awaits our commitment to that task and 
our entrance into that realm of intercession and spiritual warfare. The victory has to be won first in the 
heavenlies, and after that on earth. The earthly is the result or outworking of the heavenly.  

After the dragon (Satan) has been kicked out of the heavenlies, he really stirs up a fuss on the earth. 
The warfare gets more furious “because he knows his time is short” (Revelation 12:12). The brunt of the 
warfare on earth is carried out by “the remnant of the woman's offspring — those who obey God's 
commandments and hold the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 12:17).  “Those who obey God's 
commandments” cannot refer to adherence to Old Testament Law, but rather to the New Testament Law 
of Love and Law of the Spirit. These are people who are full of the Love of Christ and who have been set 
free from the Old Testament Law and the law of sin and death and have learned to walk in the Spirit. 
They are led and empowered by the Spirit of God.  

Revelation 19:10 explains that “the witness of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” This refers to Jesus' 
testimony that everything He said was given Him by His Father. All His words have the character of 
prophecy. The spirit of prophecy is deeper than a word of prophecy. The spirit of prophecy is a way of life 
and not just an occasional revelation.  

This needs to become our testimony too. The Church needs to speak as the oracles of God. Just as 
Ezekiel spoke to a valley full of bones, causing them to assemble, come to life, and stand up as a mighty 
army, so in these days there need to be those who can speak a word of command in the churches, 
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causing them to come together as God's mighty army, equipped for spiritual warfare. The Church must be 
revived and equipped by the Word of God, not opinions of people. The Church needs to have the power 
and the authority to be able to speak the prophetic word of God to the world, so that the world will know 
what God thinks about it and intends to do about it.  

Miracles happen through words of command in the Name of the Lord. God is seeking those who can 
carry on the warfare here on earth in the spirit of prophecy.  

Worship in the heavenlies will break the power of the enemy. It will also equip God's people for 
effective ministry and warfare. Travail in the Spirit will get the Word of God into our hearts and on our lips. 
As we speak it forth in boldness, the power and glory of God will be revealed.  

Let us enter the presence of God. Let us be prepared to experience the travail that can bring forth 
effective ministry. 

 

 

10. One in the Body  

“We  are all baptized into one Body by the Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13). Our membership in the Body of 
Christ is a work of the Holy Spirit, just as our conversion and rebirth by water are works of the Spirit. The 
Body of Christ consists of all people who have been born anew of water and the Spirit. Membership in 
that Body does not depend on age, nationality, status in society, or church affiliation.  

Every church organization consists of people who have been born again of water and the Spirit, 
those who are in various stages of acceptance of the Lordship of Christ, and those who are totally 
unconverted. Thus each church has members who are true members of the Body of Christ and members 
who are not.  

I suspect that God attaches less importance to our various church organizations than we do. When 
He looks at His Church, He sees a company consisting of all people who have been born of the Spirit and 
have been placed in His Body by the Spirit. We must also be members of church organizations so that we 
can minister to them, but the most important thing from God's point of view is that we are aware of our 
oneness in the Body of Christ.  

Whether we like it or not, we are members in one Body with every other person who has been born 
again of water and the Spirit. But we are not one with the unconverted, even though we may attend the 
same church. There cannot possibly be more than one Body of Christ.  

In the Bible, division of the Body was on the basis of place. We read of the church at Ephesus, the 
church at Jerusalem, etc. The local church congregation is a local manifestation of the universal Church 
of God. The local congregation is a unit which, according to New Testament practice, must preserve its 
essential unity. Each local church was essentially autonomous, although they recognized the spiritual 
authority of the apostles and prophets and the council at Jerusalem.  

The Local Congregation  
According to New Testament pattern, each local congregation stands on its own, believing the Lord 

for its own finances and provision, administering its own affairs, and propagating itself. Its members 
minister to one another, exhort one another, bear one another's burdens, and share each other's joys and 
sorrows. They minister, as need arises, to the sick, the sorrowful, and those in want.  
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These local congregations are to be in spiritual unity and fellowship with each other, since they are 
all local manifestations of the one worldwide (catholic) Church. They may ask each other's counsel, visit 
back and forth, exchange insights, and confer together about matters of mutual concern. But one does 
not attempt to legislate for the others. One congregation can assist another, but always on a voluntary 
basis as the Lord directs and supplies. Such assistance should only be occasional, so that the 
congregation receiving the help will put its trust in God, not in man.  

In New Testament times, men with apostolic and prophetic ministries travelled from place to place 
ministering to the local churches. This greatly contributed to spiritual unity.  

Within the local congregation, the members need to learn to live together in unity, with a full 
awareness of the implications of our oneness in Christ, reluctant to hurt Him by cutting up His Body. We 
learn to submit ourselves to one another. There is no place in the Body of Christ for those who want to be 
more highly regarded than others.  

Our unity does not depend on organization in the worldly sense. Our bond of unity is a much deeper 
unity of the Spirit and mutual responsibility.  

By comparison with the New Testament pattern, many of our present day churches appear more like 
clubs for people of similar theological opinions, similar status and background, or similar tastes in liturgy. 
Actually each of these denominational groups has a part of the truth, and understands a part of God's 
revelation. After all, what human being or group can hope to understand perfectly all the unfathomable 
riches of God? Each knows “in part.” If they could get together and learn from each other, one could 
supplement the other's insights and experiences. But too often they draw lines and limit themselves, 
saying in effect, “We are right; they are wrong. What we have learned and experienced is the truth and 
the whole truth. Anyone who has any other insights or experience is a heretic, and we should have 
nothing to do with him.” These negative attitudes towards things they have not understood or experienced 
limit fellowship in the Body of Christ and severely curtail mutual understanding. They prevent one group 
from learning from the other and hinder spiritual growth.  

Fortunately, in the last few years the Holy Spirit has instigated several movements of 
interdenominational character and some outside the established churches, such as home prayer 
meetings, the charismatic movement, and the Jesus revolution, and now the AD 2000 movement, which 
have helped to break down some of the barriers and make Christians, both inside and outside the 
churches, more aware of our essential oneness in the Body of Christ. This is not an organizational unity, 
nor do we seek that, but rather a unity of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus.  

Sometimes there are people who look at the established churches and they decide, “These churches 
are sectarian and divisive. Therefore, we will come out from among them and form a new fellowship 
which will really be established on the New Testament pattern. We will really be the Body of Christ.” But 
since they say “we” and “they” in that tone of voice, these groups invariably end up becoming just another 
sect, often more authoritarian and separatist than the churches from which they came.  

So when there are existing church groups, we have to stay in among them, being much aware of our 
oneness with the real Christians in all denominations, identifying ourselves with them, developing a good 
relationship with them, and entering into fellowship freely with them at home, on the street, in church or 
office, or wherever we happen to be. When we get the sectarianism out of our own souls, then we can 
become an influence among the denominational groups. It is not necessary, or even desirable, for all to 
become one great organization. But it is necessary that we understand and live out the real spiritual unity 
that exists in the Body of Christ.  

When we open Christian fellowships in places which do not have any churches, we are freer to 
follow the New Testament pattern. We need not be in a hurry to build church buildings or schedule 
services. But when people have been converted, baptized in water and the Spirit, we can begin 
encouraging them to gather in their homes for fellowship, worship in the Spirit, and breaking of bread 
together. Let the Spirit bind them together into a community in which the love of Christ and the unity of 
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His Body can be manifested in every aspect of their lives day by day.  

When we live in this kind of fellowship, each member has to learn to submit to the others. Members 
may not act on their own apart from the fellowship. This means that all decisions of importance to the 
fellowship and even in the life of the individual should be submitted to the community. Let all decisions be 
by unanimous approval of the community after prayer. If a decision is really of God, He can speak to 
everyone about it. Everyone can feel a witness of the Spirit or at least feel at peace about the decision. If 
there is one who doubts or is unfavourable, it is best not to act. We should bear the matter in prayer for a 
time until all feel a clear guidance from the Lord.  

On matters where a difference of opinion arises in the fellowship, it is best to table the decision and 
await further clear guidance from the Lord. Often the Lord's perfect plan is different from any of the ideas 
we had considered.  

This method of operation works well in communities or congregations where all are soundly 
converted and committed to knowing and doing the Lord's will. I do think, however, that a word of warning 
is necessary at this point. This consensus or unanimity rule can only be applied in a fellowship of people 
who are committed to the Lord and are honestly seeking His guidance. If we try to apply this rule to 
churches with unconverted members, those unconverted members can cause terrible trouble.  

The Life and Work of the Christian Community  
We need to distinguish clearly between the life of the Christian community and its work or outreach.  

The life of the community is experienced together. In their living together all members are equal. 
Their different functions supplement one another as the members of our body work together.  

In the fellowship, for instance, as we have explained above, no one person has authority to 
monopolize the meeting. “Every member has a psalm or lesson or manifestation of the Spirit” (1 
Corinthians 14:26). Anyone can teach, prophesy, heal, or exhort as the Spirit leads. “The manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every man for the common good . . . . The one Spirit distributes the gifts to each one 
according to His will” (1 Corinthians 12;7, 11).  

In the Body of Christ, there is no place for rank. Elders or apostles are not higher than anybody else, 
they simply have a different function. Jesus said, “He who would rule among you, let him become as a 
servant” (Matthew 20:26). Paul said, “I think we apostles are the lowest of all” (1 Corinthians 4:9). The 
leaders rule by serving, not by pulling rank. Remember that Christ reigns from the Cross.  

In Christian fellowship, the members care for one another. If my leg is wounded, my hand will bind 
up the wound. If one is suffering or in want, the others will minister to him and supply his needs. In the 
early Christian community in Jerusalem, we read that nobody regarded his possessions as his own, but 
gave freely to those who were in need.  

The keynotes of the life of the Body are fellowship, unity, and mutual concern.  

Likewise, in our community, each of us is a part of our life together, but each also has his own 
responsibility for work or outreach. Some are engaged in various kinds of secular work to provide for their 
living and that of their families. Their place of work also becomes their own particular area of Christian 
witness. Some will have jobs with a specifically Christian emphasis such as Christian schools, training 
centres, mission hospitals, Christian radio stations, or Christian literature. Some may be working full-time 
in one of the ministry gifts such as: apostles, evangelists, teachers, and pastors.  

Any of these types of work becomes the responsibility of the individual or group of individuals, not of 
the whole Body of Christ, just as seeing is the responsibility of the eye, not of the whole body. Each 
member must do his job well as unto the Lord as an essential part of his witness. Our lives are letters 
from Christ to be read in the factory, office, marketplace, or kitchen.  
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Those who receive salaries or honorariums for their work can help those who do not on a voluntary 
basis, as the Lord directs. But the community as such does not have any direct responsibility for any of 
these works. For instance, the early church community as a whole did not run such activities as schools 
or hospitals, though individual members might have been so involved. The community as such did not 
pay any man a salary for his work, even elders and apostles, but individual members could give help as 
the Lord directed.  

A worker engaged in work outside the fellowship may always request and receive counsel or prayer 
in the fellowship, but the fellowship should not control or dictate how his work is done. All members are 
under the authority of Jesus Christ who is the Head of the Body.  

In addition to our life together, we each have our own work or areas of responsibility outside. Each of 
us has a responsibility to the church of his choice in the city. In addition, one is a school teacher and 
some are responsible for forming and maturing fellowships in the villages to become local manifestations 
of the Body of Christ. Others are responsible to work among the students in the city. Often teams are sent 
out to other parts of the country for evangelism or for teaching in the churches. All this work is the direct 
responsibility of the individual workers who are sent out, though they go with the blessing and prayer 
support of the whole fellowship. In practice, they frequently make reports on the progress of their work. 
The rest of the community may give advice or counsel, and will surely pray over any difficulties that are 
reported. But the community does not attempt to control or dictate how the work is to be carried on.  

When a worker accepts or undertakes a new job or ministry, he should do so with a clear direction 
from the Lord and with definite approval and continuing prayer from the fellowship. If the Lord sets a man 
in a work, the Lord will give him the ability to do it and supply all his needs. The worker's dependence is 
fully on the Lord for the progress of the work and for all needs associated with it.  

We should not make much distinction between sacred and secular work. All our work should be 
performed as unto the Lord. Our dependence is on Him, not on ourselves or on other men. In all things let 
Him receive the credit.  

Financial Policy  
Our attitude toward finance is very closely related to our attitude toward work, and shows quite 

clearly whether we really are working for God or for men. If we are working for men, we expect to receive 
our living from men. Secular employment is given on the basis of ability, education, and experience. The 
employer provides salary and controls the work.  

But if we are working for God, we will trust Him to supply all our needs. In the Lord's work, people 
receive employment on the basis of the Lord's call. The Lord provides the ability and wisdom for carrying 
out the work. The Lord's worker has to exercise faith to receive the Lord's provision for his own needs and 
the needs of the work. The Lord provides, and the Lord controls the work.  

In the Bible there are two ways in which a worker's needs can be met. He can work with his hands, 
as Paul did making tents. That is, he can work at a salaried job to support himself. Or he can depend 
directly on the Lord to supply miraculously or through free will offerings of other Christians. It is not 
necessary for us to make appeals for money. If we really believe the Lord, we will not tell men of our 
needs, or do anything in the hope of receiving money from men.  

In many intangible things, we can say that we have faith in God. But in this matter of provision, our 
faith is put to a clear test. Furthermore, if we are trusting the Lord for provision, we can know right away if 
we get out of His will, because He will cut the supply.  

We may only receive donations from believers. We may not receive anything from a person, 
however well-intentioned, who wants to use his gift to control the Lord's work.  

When my family and I first went to the mission field, we still had some money of our own. For the first 
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few years our mission ran mostly on that. During that time, there were just two elderly widows who 
faithfully gave five dollars a month towards our work. But in 1968, our money ran out and we had to start 
really trusting the Lord. He began to move other people, both in the United States and Indonesia, to 
contribute towards the work. In 1971, when we wanted to open a training centre, we needed to buy a 
house large enough to house it. We had long been praying and planning for a training centre, but had 
never had one cent towards realizing the vision. But in April and May of 1971, people suddenly began to 
send in rather considerable amounts of money for a training centre. By the end of May, we were offered a 
big house with plenty of land, a good location and magnificent view, for a ridiculously low figure. Within 
ten days we had moved in and were fixing up the place.  

We experienced some very lean periods. This was one of the ways the Lord taught us to use what 
we had wisely and according to His will. Whenever we experienced lack, there was a definite reason for 
it. One month I forgot to set aside our tithe money. That month our money went like lightning. The next 
month almost no money came in. We were hungry, and it was a good lesson.  

In our times of lack, we examined the Bible to find out God's conditions for supplying our needs, 
and arrived at the following:  

1. Holiness. The Lord insists on complete holiness in His servants. Often one sin unconfessed can 
hinder or stop the flow of the Lord's help to the whole community.  

2. Honesty. This tests our conversion. Christians are justified (made righteous) by faith. Justified 
means, among other things, being honest. We must not misuse money or spend it 
carelessly. We must always use money for the purpose for which it is given. Money 
given for the Lord's work may not be used for personal needs. The Lord's servant 
learns to distinguish between needs and wants. He will live simply and sacrificially, 
offering his whole life to the Lord.  

3. Obedience. The Lord's servant, in using the money the Lord has given him, will seek the Lord's 
will in small things as well as big. If we are in doubt about the Lord's will, it is better 
not to act. If we are faithful in small things, the Lord will entrust great things to us.  

4. Sacrifice. “He who sows little, shall also reap little, and he who sows much will also reap much. 
Let every man give willingly” (2 Corinthians 9:6). In Acts we can read that, in the 
early church, none of its members counted his possessions as his own, but gave to 
each other as any had need, with the result that there were no needy among them. 
Let us not be afraid to distribute the blessings we receive from the Lord. The more 
we give, the more the Lord will entrust to us.  

5. Fellowship. The Christian needs a close fellowship with the Lord and with other Christians. The 
Lord will always love and help His children who associate with Him as His 
co-workers. We are children of the King of kings, and we receive an eternal 
inheritance. He supplies all our needs according to His riches and His love.  

When God's provision seems to be cut off, we must examine these areas of our lives and let God 
reveal what may be blocking the flow. 
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11.  New Testament Order  

We  know that the Lord wants to build His Church according to His plan. The Lord's plan is very different 
from man's way. Men usually begin with bricks, wood, cement, and other building materials. But the Lord 
is not pleased to dwell in temples built with men's hands. As a matter of fact, church buildings are not 
properly called God's house. Church buildings are sheep folds where the sheep come to be fed. They are 
also acts of worship and offerings of beauty to the Lord. But when we leave after services, He does not 
want to be left behind in the church building, He wants to go with us.  

Our bodies are supposed to be God's temple. He wants us to build His Church out of living stones, 
which means us. In Ephesians 2:20-21, Paul explains that God's house is built “on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of 
God by the Spirit.”  

Jesus is the cornerstone of this structure. Everything has to be measured and adjusted to Him. The 
other foundation stones are apostles and prophets. These stones have to be of the same quality and 
measurement with Jesus. Apostles and prophets have to be like Jesus, with wisdom like Jesus, love like 
Jesus, and power like Jesus. They can be bold to say with Paul, “Follow my example as I follow the Lord 
Jesus” (1 Corinthians 11:1).  

Since apostles and prophets are the foundation stones of the church, it is obvious that we must have 
apostles and prophets. 1 Corinthians 12:28 says, “God has set in the Church, first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers.”  

1. Apostles.  
An apostle is one who is sent out. Jesus was sent by God. He said, “I do not come to do My own will, 

but the will of Him who sent Me. I do not speak with My own words, but the words of Him who sent Me” 
(John 12:49).  

An apostle is sent by God to begin a new work. The apostle Paul went from place to place, led by the 
Spirit, evangelizing and establishing congregations in places where there were formerly no Christians. An 
apostle must be able to manifest all the gifts of the Spirit — prophesy, heal the sick, cast out demons, 
proclaim the Gospel — because in a new place there are no others to do these things. The apostle does 
the works of Jesus and reveals Jesus' power. The apostle does not speak with his own words, but with 
the words that are given by the Holy Spirit. This means he must minister with prophecy, word of wisdom, 
word of knowledge, discerning of spirits, and the like. He preaches the Gospel and demonstrates its 
power.  

The word of the Lord is powerful. If the apostle speaks the word of God, that word will perform 
miracles. The sick will be healed; the demon-possessed will be delivered; people will be converted and 
born again.  

The responsibility of the apostle is to bring people to repentance, then as quickly as possible to 
baptism in water and baptism in the Holy Spirit. Then these new converts are gathered into fellowships 
where they begin to learn to walk in the Spirit and minister to one another in the Spirit. We don't need to 
think immediately of church buildings. We never hear that St. Paul built a building. He just gathered 
people to have fellowship in homes, to exhort one another, and minister to one another.  

Perhaps at first he stood up and taught them, but, as soon as possible, he got them all to take part in 
ministering to each other according to the principles given in 1 Corinthians 14:26-33. The apostle's aim 
must always be to work himself out of a job by building Christian communities which can stand on their 
own.  
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When we build fellowships on this basis, we see people grow rapidly toward spiritual maturity. Soon 
these people begin to go out and form other similar fellowships, and the Body of Christ prospers and 
grows everywhere. Furthermore, the apostle only has to stay a few months to teach and establish the 
congregation. Then he is free to leave them and begin again in another place.  

After a while, the apostle can visit these congregations again to exhort them further. At that time, he 
appoints elders in each congregation with prayer and fasting. Then he commits the congregation to the 
Lord under the leadership of those local elders. He will continue to strengthen and encourage them by 
occasional visits and exhortation or by letters of encouragement and instruction. But the apostle does not 
govern or control that congregation again except through exhortation and prayer. He believes that God is 
able to lead them and their elders. Acts 14:21-23  

The congregations founded by Paul were able to stand and prosper because they were built on the 
right foundation, that is, the Word of the Lord and the guidance of His Spirit.  

The call to be an apostle comes directly from the Lord, but should be confirmed by at least one or 
two other witnesses. When Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, the Lord told him his vocation. 
This was confirmed by Ananias, whom the Lord sent to minister to him.  

The Lord calls, and then He instructs and trains His ministers in the way that He chooses. Paul was 
already highly educated in theology, yet the Spirit felt it necessary to lead him out into the desert for three 
years to teach him directly. After this, he continued his preparation in association with prophets and 
teachers in the congregation in Antioch.  

Finally he was sent out from the congregation in Antioch with prayer and fasting. Members of the 
Body of Christ, including apostles, may not stand alone. For this reason, Paul always maintained his 
relationship with the congregation in Antioch which had sent him out. After each journey, he came back 
and reported and was sent out again with prayer.  

2. Prophets. 
In the lists of ministries in 1 Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 4:11, Paul always lists “first apostles, 

second prophets.” The apostle is a pioneer who goes in and begins a new work. Prophets are also 
needed from the beginning as a foundation.  

Why prophets? Because prophets deliver God's Word directly. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, we read that 
prophecy speaks to men “for edification, exhortation, and comfort.” New converts always encounter stiff 
temptations at first. They very much need edification and exhortation directly from the Lord. We can 
always hear advice from men, but how much better to hear directly from the Lord, for the Lord's Word 
“discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart.” When we minister to people, especially new babes in 
Christ, let us not set forth our own ability, delivering a lecture from Adam to the Second Coming. The Lord 
knows exactly what they need for their spiritual growth. Let Him speak.  

The Lord knows what is in men's hearts. The Lord's Word in the mouth of the prophet “pierces to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit” (Hebrews 4:12). The soul of the new convert has been bound by false 
religion, the regulations and customs of men, and often by evil spirits. His soul and spirit have to be set 
free from these things so they can develop freely. The Holy Spirit in the prophet's mouth speaks the 
powerful word which can set men free and make them new. The Lord's words in the prophet's mouth 
have power to build up and make alive, and to strengthen the new convert in all his trials and difficulties. 
We know the world was created by the Word of God. By speaking a word Jesus can heal, drive out 
demons, and bring salvation.  

In Ezekiel 37, we read that the word of God in the mouth of His prophet Ezekiel could gather 
together and bring back to life bones which had been scattered and dry. If we feel that our churches are 
lacking in vitality, perhaps we need prophets to speak the Lord's words.  
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When apostles have begun a work, the Lord needs prophets to build it up. On his first journey Paul 
travelled with Barnabas, another apostle. On the second journey he took Silas, a prophet, who could 
deliver God's words in the young congregations to strengthen and build them up.  

Prophets have a ministry of delivering the word of God. This includes not only prophecy, but also 
words of knowledge, words of wisdom, and other manifestations of the Spirit. All people can prophesy, 
but the prophet continually acts as God's mouth.  

There are prophets who travel around and visit churches, like Silas and Agabus. There are also 
prophets in the local congregation, as we read in Acts 13:1?3. When a new congregation is formed, the 
people are not yet accustomed to delivering prophecy and other gifts of the Spirit. But when all have been 
baptized in the Holy Spirit and begin to walk in the Spirit, the Lord can appoint people in the local 
congregation to act as prophets.  

I am convinced that churches which proceed according to the ways of men are not qualified for the 
Lord's work in these last days. We know that the Gospel has to go out into all the world to every race and 
nation before the Lord will come. How many thousand people are there, some very near us, who have 
never yet heard the Gospel. We feel like the church in Philadelphia (Revelation 4) which, according to the 
Lord, has “a little power.” Why “a little?” We need power like we read in Acts, which can “turn the world 
upside down” (Acts 17:6). Have we already seen a few miracles and a few hundred people converted and 
are happy about it? Or do we long to see the greater works our Lord has promised us?  

For this, we need the same foundation the early Church had. We need a Church founded on the 
apostles and prophets.  

3. Teachers.  
Paul said, “. . . third teachers” (1 Corinthians 12:28). As soon as the apostles and prophets have laid 

a foundation, the teachers begin to build upon it.  

Christian teachers do not use the same methods as ordinary school teachers. Jesus is our model 
teacher. Jesus chose and called twelve men, and they began to travel with Him. He did not build a school 
building or hold classes. The disciples watched His ministry as He healed the sick, chased the 
money-changers out of the temple, taught the crowds, gave the Pharisees a hard time, and stilled the 
storms.  

As pointed out before, all Jesus' teaching was done in the context of fellowship. Indeed, fellowship 
with his disciples is the basis of Jesus' method of teaching. Ordinary teachers come in when there is a 
class, receive respect from the pupils, give lectures, and after class they go home. Jesus humbled 
Himself to eat and sleep with His disciples, travelled everywhere with them, became their Friend and 
Companion. They did not take notes about the meaning of love. They experienced Jesus' love for them 
minute by minute. Jesus' teaching was always done informally by discussion or question and answer 
method. His teaching was always practical and adjusted to the level of His disciples' development.  

This same method was carried on by the first apostles; for it was Jesus' twelve Apostles that became 
the elders in the first congregation in Jerusalem, and then were scattered everywhere to begin other 
congregations. Paul trained Timothy, Titus, Luke, and the others with the same method as Jesus had 
used, that is, by travelling together as one fellowship. In every New Testament congregation there must 
teachers, not to give lectures, but to teach, as Jesus did, in fellowship. The teacher really has to live a 
sanctified life, because he is teaching by example.  

When there are new converts, let the teacher gather them together and form a fellowship or cell 
group, in which they can minister to each other, heal the sick, prophesy, and operate the other gifts of the 
Spirit. When they have experienced the work of the Spirit in the fellowship, disciples and teachers can go 
out together to minister to others. They will learn together as they minister. There will need to be a 
balance between going out and doing the ministry, on the one hand, and learning together through Bible 
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study and discussion, on the other.  

4.  Miracles.  
From time to time, all people can be used by God to perform miracles. When the land needs rain, we 

can pray for rain. When there is a destructive storm, we can stop it with a word of command. All natural 
disasters can be stopped with a word of command by believers. We need people with faith to perform 
miracles in the Lord's Name. Miracles are signs of God's power and dominion. As such they are very 
powerful evangelistic tools as well as weapons of warfare for the establishment of the Kingdom.  

5. Healing.  
There are people in the congregation whom the Lord wants to use in a ministry of healing. All 

believers can heal people, but there are those with a special ministry. Let us pray for the Lord to set 
people in all these ministries, instead of giving all the responsibility to an ordained minister. Healing can 
be experienced through the Sacraments of the Church — Baptism, Communion, Confession, or Unction. 
It can be administered in formal healing services, by calling the elders to the sick room to anoint with oil, 
or by the prayer of faith on the part of one with a special ministry of healing. Healing is not only for the 
body. We must give more attention to the inner healing of the soul. The object of all spiritual healing is 
wholeness of body, mind, and spirit.  

6.  Helps.  
The word diakon in Greek means servant or helper, and the usual word for ministry is diakonia. 

Jesus said, “Who is greater, he who sits at table or he who serves? Is it not he who is ministered to? But I 
am among you as one who serves (diakon)” (Luke 22:27). Jesus placed himself lower than His disciples 
and became their servant.  

That was Jesus' attitude to His whole ministry, and this should be the attitude of all spiritual ministry. 
Some people say a young person should not pray for an older person. Others think only ordained clergy 
can minister, or that it would be presumptuous for a layman to pray for a clergyman. Why? Ministry does 
not mean that he who ministers is higher than the one ministered to, but rather lower. Women can pray 
for men and minister to them, but may not rule them.  

Let us learn to humble ourselves to minister to others in the Spirit, realizing that we ourselves have 
too little skill in speaking or exhorting. The criterion for ministry is Jesus' words, “I do not speak with My 
own words, nor do My own works. I just deliver what My heavenly Father gives me to say and do” (John 
14:10). If we realize this, we will not want to use our own words, but God's words. A person who 
prophesies or exercises any of the gifts of the Spirit is not exalting himself. Is it not rather one that wants 
to minister with his own words and do his own thing for God or for people who is proud?  

Therefore, the proper attitude for every child of God is that of diakonia — serving.  

But in the congregation there are those with a special ministry of helping (diakonia). These are 
people who habitually give practical help, humbling themselves to perform simple and lowly functions that 
others do not want to do or do not have time for. Deacons give special attention to the physical needs of 
individuals and of the congregation as a whole.  

Every congregation needs deacons to take care of its physical needs and make its love practical.  

7. Governments.  

Government in the New Testament congregation is normally in the hands of elders (presbyteroi). 
When Paul had formed a new congregation, he appointed elders to govern that congregation under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit (Acts 14:21-23). In the New Testament, a congregation was never governed 
by a single minister or priest, but by several elders.  
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In 1 Timothy 3, we find the qualifications for elders. They must be men of good character, holy life, 
able to govern their own households well.  

The job of the elder is to govern, teach in the congregation, and keep the sheep from going astray. 
Paul exhorted the elders from the church in Ephesus to “Be on your guard for yourselves and for all the 
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you the overseers (episkopoi), to feed the Church of God which 
He bought with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). From this, we learn that elders shepherd and feed the flock 
or congregation.  

The elders themselves need not do much of the actual ministry, but rather set in order and lead 
those who are in the other ministries. Elders or pastors do not lead meetings in New Testament type 
worship, with the exception of the celebration of the sacraments. Leading a service is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. If a congregation has teachers, healers, prophets, and other ministries, all the elders have to do is 
oversee and keep everything running smoothly. If problems arise, the elders can step in to settle them. 
When sheep fall or wander astray, the elder or shepherd goes out and brings them back.  

Ordained clergy, whether called ministers or priests, have the primary function of exercising the 
sacramental ministry of the Church. As the rest of the members begin to perform their respective 
functions, they free the ordained clergymen to perform the priestly function to which they are called.  

The Lord wants us to work together in His Church. There should not be one man who is exalted. 
Each one has his function, and all work together under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  

The most suitable place for the training or preparation of these ministries is in a local congregation in 
which the Holy Spirit moves freely, the gifts of the Spirit are in operation, and people learn to walk 
continually under the guidance of the Spirit. The whole congregation needs to be ordered according to the 
New Testament pattern with all the ministries (apostles, prophets, and teachers) working together, so that 
the trainees can see a good example of New Testament order in operation.  

When a person has been trained in such a fellowship, he can then receive further training by 
travelling with an experienced minister in one of the foundational ministries. This was the way Paul 
trained Timothy, Titus, Luke, and others.  

With this method of training, the word of God is written, not in notebooks, but in the heart and in 
experience. The Lord's ministers need to know the Bible and have a thorough grounding in theology. But 
ultimately they are going to minister with the word of God which is in their hearts, not that which is in their 
books.  

It is not easy to bring a church into this divine order. The traditions of almost all churches are against 
it. Each denomination has its own organizational order which is more or less at odds with this divine 
order. Many churches teach that the New Testament order was only for the apostolic church, even though 
the time limit is clearly given in Ephesians 4:13, “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”  

From the context, it is obvious that the working together of these ministry gifts is essential for 
equipping God's people for ministry, for building up the Body of Christ, and for the growth of the fruit of 
the Spirit. Through these ministries, the Body grows in numbers as people see the love and joy and the 
manifestations of Christ in the fellowship. The ministries supplement each other, building up each other's 
faith and understanding. “The whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, 
when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16).  

Some months after our community began to live and worship together, we scheduled a time of 
prayer and fasting, expecting the Lord to set us into His order. He appointed three elders to have 
oversight in the fellowship. He also set some people into the other ministries, such as prophets and 
teachers. At other times, other members of our fellowship have been called to some of these ministries, 
usually through laying on of the hands of the elders with a prophetic word (1 Timothy 14). These calls 
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may come through gifts of the Spirit, but there must also be a witness of the Spirit in the heart of the 
person called, and also on the part of the whole community.  

After we are called, there is still a time of training and preparation in which the trainee begins to 
function more and more in the capacity in which he has been called.  

As we have formed new congregations in the villages, we have aimed, from the beginning, at 
developing local leadership. All are encouraged to take part and minister to each other. In time, the Lord 
gives each a talent to develop. After some months, with prayer and fasting, we appoint local elders and 
begin to release the leadership more and more into their hands. As the Lord raises up apostles, prophets, 
and evangelists in each congregation, they can go out to start new works in other places, and the Body 
grows and develops.  

Let us pray that the Lord will call people everywhere to become His apostles, prophets, and 
teachers. And let us also pray for congregations and fellowships where people can be prepared for this 
kind of ministry.  

As these ministries become re-established in the church, Christians will have to learn to submit 
themselves to each other and work together well. Let us not go on our own, but realize that we are 
members of one Body. If we go out to minister, we can be prayed for and sent out by the others. When 
we come back we can report on the work of God that we have experienced.  

Only as these ministries work together can the Church grow to maturity or perfection. We form a 
fellowship in which all the members help and supplement one another. God never intended for His people 
to go on to perfection as individuals, but only as members of a community.  

The ministries supplement each other, building up each other's faith and understanding. God's plan 
for the unity of the Church is not that of committees and councils of churches. That is the way of men and 
the way of compromise. God wants us to build up one another spiritually, supplement each other, and 
complete each other's understanding. As all the people know Christ better, they become one in Him. 
Together they become the Body of Christ, one new man, showing forth His glory.  

The way of perfection is not an easy one, but always passes through the Cross. Christ Himself, 
“though He was God's Son, He learned to be obedient by means of His sufferings. When He was made 
perfect, He became the Source of eternal salvation for all those who obey Him” (Hebrews 5:8, 9).  

We, like Christ, will be made perfect through obedience and through much suffering. We will learn 
ever deeper meanings of the Cross, burning out all remnants of sin and selfishness, perfecting our 
dedication and Christ-like character, denying ourselves, making our lives a sacrifice for others, as Christ's 
life was a sacrifice for us. 
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12.  On to Maturity  

In  our worship and in our ministry there are three possible levels of experience. The level at which our 
ministry is conducted depends upon and cannot rise higher than the level of our worship.  

 

These three levels of worship and ministry are represented by the three parts of the Tabernacle:  

Worship at the Natural Level.  
The first level, represented by the Courtyard of the Tabernacle, is the level of the soul or of natural 

human effort. Worship at this level follows an order of worship or liturgy designed by men (often written by 
a committee), which is always the same for any given church or group of churches. Certain people, called 
clergy, are designated to read the liturgy, or to “lead the worship.” In addition to performing the liturgy, 
clergy usually preach and teach, using sermons or lectures which they have written. They deliver the fruit 
of their study and meditation on Scripture, divine truth and morals.  

In this kind of worship, there are clergy who take an active part in leading the worship and lay people 
who are mainly passive, only making occasional set responses or joining in the singing of hymns. The 
liturgy may be very beautifully and effectively done. But there is no real fellowship among the participants 
in the sense of interchange or caring for each other. As long as they remain at the natural level, the 
worship will be a performance, however well done of a set ritual and ceremony.  

This type of worship is good because it represents people's best efforts to reach out towards their 
Creator, and to make a response to His love.  

Ministry at the Natural Level.  
If we worship on the natural level, we will also conduct all our ministry, both inside and outside the 

church, on the natural level. Evangelism, for instance, will be organized with committees, analysis of 
trends, development plans, highly organized campaigns, fund drives, and set methods of evangelism. We 
will memorize “four-things-that-everyone-needs-to-know-for-salvation,” complete with Bible verses for 
every situation. Or we will organize a gigantic clothing or food distribution plan. We will study psychology 
so that we can “understand people.” Our personal and public ministry will be based on our ability, training, 
and experience.  

We can use all kinds of modern equipment, modern methods of communication and advertising. We 
can build up a large and successful organization, and have an effective and influential ministry.  

Ministry on this level can bring people to belief in Christ, to conversion, baptism, and church 
membership. But people will not know the higher realms of spiritual worship and walking in the Spirit.  

Worship at the Spiritual Level.  
The second level, represented by the Holy Place in the Tabernacle, is the level of spiritual worship 

and walking in the Spirit. Jesus said that God is a Spirit, and that He wants His people to worship Him in 
Spirit and truth. Worship in the Spirit is usually done, at least initially, in small prayer fellowships, following 
a free form determined by the Spirit, and conforming to the principles outlined by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14 
(see especially vs.. 26-33). The order of spiritual worship will exhibit endless variety. Spiritual worship is 
characterized by singing in the Spirit, with psalms and spiritual songs, the melodies and words being 
given by the Spirit. No one person stands in front to control and lead, but all the members participate 
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freely as the Spirit leads them. Ministry is by the gifts of the Spirit, by which the Lord speaks directly to His 
people. Teaching is given by inspiration of the Spirit, through people who are yielded to Him.  

When people have experienced worship in the Spirit, the more formal types of worship will attain new 
meaning. The Sacraments will be infused with new meaning. They will be seen to be supernatural, 
powerful, and exciting.  

In spiritual worship, all can participate as they yield to the Spirit. All are one and all are equal before 
Him. Their different functions all supplement one another. The Spirit of Jesus is our real Teacher and 
Leader.  

In prayer fellowships, all meet together in a family atmosphere, deeply aware of the closeness of 
their fellowship with their Lord and one with the other. They care deeply for one another, and minister one 
to the other in the love of Jesus. They do not know one another after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

As they gather frequently (preferably on a daily basis) around the Table of the Lord to receive His 
spiritual food, they are built up into one Body in Him and filled with His love and His joy.  

Ideally, the liturgical and charismatic types of worship can be combined to the benefit of both 
elements. Spiritual worship is highly acceptable to God, because He seeks those who will yield 
themselves to His Spirit and worship Him in the Spirit.  

Ministry at the Spiritual Level.  
If we have begun to worship in the Spirit, we will also conduct our ministry, both inside and outside 

the church, on the spiritual level. We will not need the methods of men, and we will put less emphasis on 
modern equipment and skills, knowing that the most important equipment for spiritual ministry is the love 
of Jesus in our hearts and His Spirit guiding us. The gifts of the Spirit will replace psychological 
understanding. We will know people after the Spirit, and the secrets of men's hearts and their deepest 
needs will be revealed to us by the Spirit. We will counsel people, not according to our wisdom and 
experience, but by a higher knowledge and wisdom of the Spirit, which He gives to us at the moment of 
ministry.  

Often we will seem to have no plan or system. We will just go where the Lord sends us, and say 
what He gives us to say, not planning our words ahead of time. We will be amazed at how exactly His 
words meet the needs of the ones to whom we minister.  

We will probably not become the head of a large organization, and may hardly have organization in 
the conventional sense. We will know that Jesus is the Head, and we are all members, each of whom 
does his own task in complete obedience to the Head. We will probably not be exalted by men, and may 
be persecuted and scoffed at. We will decrease, and Jesus will become all in all. We will be less and less 
seen by men, but the glory of Jesus will be manifest wherever we go.  

As we worship and minister in the Spirit, we can help others enter into the life in the Spirit, where we 
can walk together in the Spirit day by day and moment by moment. The Spirit will baptize us all into one 
Body. The ministry gifts will work together to build up this Body and to bring Christ's Church on to maturity 
in Him.  

Beginning with the day of Pentecost, God brought His Church into the realm of spiritual worship and 
ministry. But as time went on, the ways of men began to creep in and the churches almost universally 
came back into the courtyard. Having begun in the Spirit, they came back to the level of human effort.  

At the beginning of this century there was a new breakthrough into the Holy Place. The Pentecostal 
movement began again to experience worship and ministry in the Spirit. But eventually the Pentecostal 
churches became organized and their worship fell again into patterns established by men. They had 
some glorious moments in the Holy Place, but by now have almost universally returned to the courtyard.  
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But actually the Lord has a very different plan at present. He wants His people to get back into the 
Holy Place, not so that they can stay there, but because He wants them to move on from there to a new 
level of worship and ministry that has rarely been experienced.  

God's people must be perfected before His coming and reign.  

He will come back for a glorious Church, without spot or wrinkle.  

Worship at the Perfect Level.  
It may seem strange that we would speak of a perfect level of worship and ministry, but this is 

precisely what God wants to achieve in and through His Church at this time. Sometime in the not so 
distant future, Christ is coming for a mature, perfected Bride, who has proclaimed the Gospel unto the 
ends of the earth and is ready to be presented to Him a “glorious Church, without spot or wrinkle” 
(Ephesians 5:27).  

So this third level, represented by the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle, is the level of Christ's 
perfection in His Church. As we learn to worship at this level, we will enter fully into His rest. In the Most 
Holy Place, no thoughts, plans, or emotions of men can enter. There is a complete resting in Him. All 
burdens and all earthly voices are excluded. We may feel empty or seem not to be doing anything at all. 
Or we may be caught up with all our being, rejoicing with the angels in the heavenly worship before the 
throne of God.  

Self is forgotten and we gaze in wonder at Him and His beauty.  

We see Him face to face, looking upon His glory with unveiled face. We talk with Him and He with 
us. He shares openly the secrets of His heart and His mind. We begin to know the secrets of His eternity, 
to know Him as He knows us.  

Before His throne, in His Holy of Holies, there is a perfect union with Him and with each other.  

There will no longer be any slipping or falling or drifting, for we have seen the King in His beauty, and 
we have become one with Him.  

This type of worship is perfect before God, and is the greatest desire of His heart.  

Ministry at the Perfect Level.  
When we have entered into this perfect worship before the Throne of God's glory, we will begin to 

manifest the Christ-life fully. As Moses' face shone coming down the mountain, so our lives will have a 
glow or radiance. Gentiles will come to our light and kings to the brightness of our rising. We will not have 
to go looking for people to minister to, because the Light of Christ will draw them. We need not fear the 
darkness or the powers of darkness, because the light will dispel them.  

The Lord will reveal to us the secrets of His heart and of His plan for these days. For this reason, we 
will act and minister with assurance, in perfect obedience to His will. Our understanding will be as His 
understanding, our ministry as His ministry, our suffering as His suffering. As we become fully obedient, 
the Lord will commit His unlimited power to us and we will see the “greater works” that He has promised. 
People and nations will bow before the Christ being manifest through us. He will use us to bring justice 
and judgment on the earth. The glory of the Gospel of His kingdom will be preached throughout the world 
to every creature. God's judgments will be poured out upon the earth, and the King will come to reign.  

As we learn to worship and minister on this highest plane, we will be able to bring people to maturity 
in their Christian lives. God's Church will be perfected and prepared for His coming.  

This level of worship and ministry is in accordance with the perfect will of God, because it enters into 
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His presence and prepares His glorious Church as His Bride, to live with Him and worship around His 
throne forever.  

At this time, God is calling out a chosen people, a royal priesthood, who are willing to enter into His 
Holy of Holies. When some have entered in and begun to experience this heavenly worship, they can 
minister to others and bring all God's people into this place of perfection.  

But there is only one way to enter in. One cannot take a helicopter and come down through the top 
of the Holy of Holies, nor dig a hole and come in from the back. That way is instant death. We must go in 
by the door, pass through sacrifice, death and rebirth in the courtyard, and accustom ourselves to spiritual 
worship and ministry in the Holy Place. From there and there only, we can enter into the Most Holy Place 
through the veil.  

On the day of atonement, the altar of incense, which represents our spiritual worship, was brought 
from its place in the Holy Place, to a new place behind the veil in the Holy of Holies. Then the High Priest 
could enter in to minister in the Holy of Holies. In like manner, our spiritual worship can bring us into the 
higher realm behind the veil, where that which is in part can be made whole, and the imperfect be made 
perfect. At that moment of entrance, there will be a transformation in which the smoke arising from the 
altar of incense will be lost in the blinding light of God's glory. Our praise and worship will be raised into a 
new realm.  

At the time that the High Priest entered behind the veil, no one was allowed to stay in the Holy Place. 
This means that, when God begins to lead His people on to perfection, those who are not prepared or 
willing to enter in will have to return to the courtyard. We cannot stay in the Holy Place at the level of 
worship in the Spirit. This is a time of decision. God calls us to go on to perfection, entering into the 
highest realm of worship and ministry, or to go back to the natural or soul level. This explains why so 
many churches have gone back from spiritual to natural worship. God showed them the Promised Land, 
but they had not the faith to enter in.  

At the beginning of this century and again in the charismatic movement in the 1960's, many entered 
into the Holy Place. Actually God wanted them to go on to maturity and enter the Holy of Holies. But 
through fear, ignorance or lack of faith, many have turned back again to the courtyard and the ways of 
men and the effort of the soul.  

God wants us now to prepare our hearts and our lives through spiritual worship and ministry. He 
wants us to believe and expect and long for the day when our spiritual worship will be brought to the new 
realms of the Holy of Holies, behind the veil, in the presence of the Living God.  

Now is the time for God's armies to march, with the priests going before bearing the Ark of the 
Covenant. Jesus, our Commander, goes before us leading the way into the Promised Land.  

"Be not conformed to this world; but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind; that you may prove what is that good, acceptable, and perfect will of 
God." Romans 12:2  
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Conservatory of Music, and the Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
He served as instructor in music at Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts, from 1946 to 1950, 
and as organist and choir master in several churches in the New England area between 1946 and 1955.  
In 1957, he was ordained to the priesthood of the Episcopal church and served as curate of St. James' 
Church, Bozeman, Montana, chaplain to Episcopal students at the Montana State University and 
priest-in-charge of Gethsemane Mission in Manhattan, Montana.  

From 1960 to 1965, he served as Vicar of St. Matthew's Church, Glendive, Montana.  

From January 1965 until May 1977 he did Christian missionary work in Indonesia. Father Stube and 
several young Indonesians founded The Holy Way Community in Lawang, East Java. Their primary 
emphasis is in training young people for evangelism and church planting. Since the Stube family returned 
to the States, graduates from the Lawang Bible Training Centre have founded Training Centres on 
several other islands.  

 

Post Script 
I can not allow the story to finish there. After the family returned to the US, he was served at St. 

Timothy’s Episcopal church, and then at St. Pauls inner city church, Baltimore, as well as having 
responsibilities at an Episcopal retreat centre. It was my great pleasure to also spend a year at St. Pauls 
serving in whatever way possible. He was a quiet man, but Edwin Stube had a way of inspiring people to 
do things for God. This proved once again that noisy or controlling attitudes are not the best options if you 
want to create an impact that lasts for many decades. 

Father Stube “retired” and lived in Baltimore, Maryland. He served as organist, choirmaster, and 
priest associate at St. Andrew's Church in Baltimore, and as executive director of The Holy Way in the 
United States. He was also an intercessor for the city and the Church. During his holidays he would visit 
Indonesia to help encourage the saints, and the work of The Holy Way. 

Part of this “retirement” was spent working at the local St. Pauls Baltimore soup kitchen that helped 
establish – meditating as he peeled potatoes and the like. He did not believe in putting your feet up and 
watching the world drift by. In addition he continued to produce The Holy Way newsletter for many years, 
and even visit Indonesia every year or two till old age finally wore him down. In 2001 he went to the Lord. 

In his own quiet way he made a significant contribution wherever he went. This impact can be 
measured in many ways – i.e. The Holy Way mission in Indonesia has grown over 45 years from nothing 
to 15,000 members by 2011. This ongoing growth alone speaks volumes. 

He has a great number of children and grandchildren (and now great grandchildren), both physical 
and spiritual, on whom he smiled pleasantly from time to time.  

All his children still remember him well. He had a profound and formative influence on our lives. For 
many of us he is our primary spiritual father. Perhaps the largest compliment we can make is to admit that 
his influence will continue to have an important role in the direction of our lives. Many others try to alter 
our goals and methods (largely without success), but Edwin Stube truly accepted us as we were, and 
inspired us to do more, he will never fade from our vision. 

(Ps. Spencer Scrutton) 

 


