
 
  

DDoo  wwee  rreeaall llyy  nneeeedd  DDeennoommiinnaatt iioonnss??  
 
Or a short ditty on,  

Why do we have Denominations? 
 

Introduction 
I would like to start these musings with a short point form meditation on how different types of 
bread equate to different types of spirituality. This is a sometimes amusing / slicing approach that 
can only be applied when the loaf has risen. At that point we can not only stare at all the 
ingredients in the mixing bowl and wonder how this process could even work; we can also smell 
the aroma, appreciate the fact that "it has risen," and then dissect a few slices to analyze some of 
its nutritional value. 

 

"An ode to Sourdough" 
Sweet Pastry  – TV church tastes so good. But you can't live on it, because it provides no 

incentive to be personally involved, so lead to health problems, and therefore 
shortens your life. 

Quick Rise  – Used to be for Pentecostal (but now Pentecostal's are slowly evolving and 
are much more like Multi Grain) 

Plain White  – Anglican - Ready cut, but can be much better than it looks. 

Mixed grain  – Baptist  - traditionally has more varieties than a plague of locusts 

Wholemeal  – Catholic - You think it should be good for you but don't really know why 

Multi Grain  – Now Pentecostal For all Denominations with a little bit of this and that - all 
with that popular taste. 

Alternatives  
No Yeast at all – Used for "religious" purposes or by those with more severe tolerance problems. 

 

Sourdough (The stuff of this web site!!!) 

For people that agree with Jesus that the "yeast" is indeed the problem. We're just not sure if we 
can really live without it. However we understand that we need to be wary of it. Spiritually it can 
be poison for us, and affect everything we produce with it. 

 

Why do we have Denominations? 
The usual answer promoted in church, is that they all have an important element of truth or 
revelation. This is true but it is very superficial. From a world point of view simple observation will 
tell you it often happens out of human disagreement. 

For Christians the truth is simple but requires a little more detail. We should ask more important 



question, and that is, why does God allow and even seem to promote these movements? 

My observation tells me that most denominations are born out of Revival or result from separation 
of distance, culture and personality. Everything else flows from that. Simple as that. Here endeth 
this sermon - Not quite. 

Wisdom - There have been theology based revivals and emotionally based revivals. The power 
of the Holy Spirit can flow through both, or through combinations of both. God responds to 
various types of oppression and intervenes to address issues. This intervention normally involves 
an emotional release from whatever is oppressing us, and also reveals desperately needed truth 
(What do we need now? What does God want to do now?) 

 

They will only succeed if they're from God; the proof is in the blessing  
– Yeh Right!  
Black and white Gamaliel thinking reigns supreme (Acts 5:34). It's hard to say if he really believed 
this or said it more in an attempt to keep the peace, but Scientology succeeded and is alive and 
well. Hmm, then there are those new religions created specially for the rich. If you are in the 
market for a bit of everything all mixed in (even if doesn't make much sense), there is the New 
Age - actually very old age but alive and spreading! Need I say more. 

 

Summary – So why do we have Denominations? 
1. To reveal Truth/Revival. 
2. To reveal the Kingdom mystery 
3. To bring Death - Slow death to previous old patterns 

The assumptions to slow death being: 

 IF we do not listen... Then we condemn ourselves to slow death. 
 If we live, think, or act like Old Covenant believers... Then...  
 If the HS is not in charge then... 
 If we can not move on from the milk of first principles then... 

 

So, do we need denominations?  
I suppose the answer is that we do need new denominations because the old ones (us people) 
are so resistant to genuine change. Of course if there was little resistance, there would be little 
need for any new denomination.  

Just think about this for a minute, if we were really flexible enough, we could simply move 
on with each large or small move of the Holy Spirit in the church and in the world, 
continuously remaining relevant in the world around us, and building on the work of those 
that have gone before us.  

Ah, what a beautiful  dream! Please don't  wake me, Zzzzz.. .  
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