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A short prophetic story 
(2Chr. 18:6) But Jehoshaphat asked, "Is there not a prophet of the LORD here 
whom we can inquire of?" (18:15) The king said to him, "How many times must I 
make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?" 
(18:27) Micaiah declared, "If you ever return safely, the LORD has not spoken 
through me." Then he added, "Mark my words, all you people!" 

 
 
The Situation 
This section from Chronicles illustrates the very reasons why prophetic ministry needs to remain 
independent and uncompromised. It provides a classic tension between the officially accepted 
way of doing things, that provides you with a recognized job, money, and a strict job description, 
and the alternative life style of the outcast, that may or may not be grudgingly consulted from time 
to time, but certainly no support or recognition given. 

Before Kings go to war they all like to know if they will win. Nothing much has changed has it? 
The tradition in Israel at this time was to have recognized court prophets. These were introduced 
as part of providing an alternative religious system to the one organized from Jerusalem. They 
also used an alternative God; it seems like almost anything local would have done as long as it 
had no connection to that lot in the South (the Temple in Jerusalem). Like I said, nothing much 
has changed. 

 

Compromised by Position 
In walks Jehoshaphat. It’s clear he did not trust the chorus of court prophets that all agreed with 
the king. He was a very wise man. Irrespective of the question of their prophetic gifting (i.e. did 
they have any?), he could see that both their independence and religion was compromised. Their 
very life depended on either agreeing with the king or being very careful with their replies. So 
Jehoshaphat asked the obvious question "Is there not a prophet of the LORD here whom we can 
inquire of?" 

 

Even liars want the truth 
This renegade from the bush, had long ago taken his independent stand, even though it might 
cause him to be killed tomorrow, and in some strange way Ahab respected him for it. Ahab’s reply 
reveals a previous sparring history. The phrase translated "How many times must I make you 
swear …” reveals an uneasy history of meetings between the king and the prophet. You can tell 
that the prophet did not trust and probably did not even like the king. It is equally plain that the 
king did not like consulting with this prophet. Even though he considered anyone he could not 
control as a trouble maker Ahab kept consulting him. The fact that he had asked for his prophetic 
insight many times, reveals how much reluctant respect Ahab had for Micaiah. 



 

 

Nothing but the Truth 
If prophets become priests in order to receive ministry recognition they will have to battle with a 
compromising position. A battle that will regularly be lost. A prophet is charged with speaking the 
truth. If the prophetic truth is spoken regularly by the priest, it is almost guaranteed that people 
will leave the church. It is said that when the going gets tough, truth is the first casualty. Of 
course, sometimes it wasn’t even there to begin with! The unfortunate truth is that sometimes a 
prophet is the only one willing to speak up. When that happens, he or she is usually reminded of 
the loneliness of the office. When taking a stand the thought, ‘my it’s cold and conspicuous out 
here’ usually goes through your mind. Also you wonder why everyone is just following the crowd, 
but the truth is that whether they are leaders or not, most people can’t see the problem you are 
talking about till you mention it, and even then they may not consider it to be a problem. Whether 
it refers to manipulation or the blind leading the blind, normally only a few can see the problem or 
the consequences till much later when the pain factor rises. 
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