
 
 

SSppeeaakk  tthhee  WWoorrdd  
((OOrr   ppeerrhhaappss  nnootthhiinngg  wwii ll ll   hhaappppeenn??))   

 

To Whom It May Concern, 
This is one of those articles written for all those out there that like myself get a little tired of 
listening to people making bold statements or bold assumptions that contain little or perhaps even 
no credibility at all.  

This example is from a visiting preacher in about 2003, it irritated me enough that I put some 
effort into researching the point of view that was stated as if it was a certainty. The problem with 
these bold often unsubstantiated key statements is that they are often raised quite forcibly in front 
of a congregation and leave a lasting impression on the minds of many that they are correct. The 
fact that they are usually ignored by other leaders (or perhaps not even noticed) means that in the 
long run it takes many years before these strange ideas are really challenged and other more 
straight forward points of view presented. 

In this case the bold statement was made that “even Jesus had to speak the word before 
anything would happen,” the inference being that if he had to do it then there is no other way of 
achieving anything in the spiritual dimension therefore we have to follow suit and learn to speak 
the creative or commanding word; but is it true? It doesn’t sound too bad, that is until you 
consider all the limitations and implications of actually believing it. The main problem with a one 
shoe fits all approach like this, is that if you really accept things like this as gospel truth they tend 
to warp your perspective on many other things as well (Unless of course you keep your bits of 
truth isolated from each other in separate compartments as some appear to do). As usual when 
faced with a dilemma like this I did the obvious thing and went back to the source of all doctrine to 
search out some real truth.  

  

The Issue of Acts of Power (and how they happen) 
OR 
Did Jesus have to speak forth a creative word of power before anything 
could happen? 
In other words, is this really a Spiritual Rule or not? 

First of all let me say that it is obvious that speaking is the normal method of communication, and 
that prayer is normally done verbally! Indeed it is encouraging if it is done verbally. GOOD, having 
agreed with that, I was surprised to find such a large number of Scriptures that did not contain 
any prayer, or any creative word of power. I had expected to find a few exceptions. Of course the 
fact that I might find a few would be enough to prove that this was not a spiritual rule at all, 
because as you would realize, a spiritual rule must cover all situations, but as it turned out there 
proved to be numerous exceptions to this rule. I have included some of them below for your 
perusal. To be honest, I think they "speak" quite loudly for themselves.  

 

Mt. 20:32 Jesus stopped and called them. "What do you want me to do for you?" he 
asked. (33) "Lord," they answered, "we want our sight." (34) Jesus had compassion 
on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed 
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him (NIV). 

This is truly beautiful, no words at all, just compassion, touch and healing follows. 

 

Mark 7:26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to 
drive the demon out of her daughter. (27) "First let the children eat all they want," he 
told her, "for it is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs." (28) 
"Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even the dogs under the table eat the children's 
crumbs." (29) Then he told her, "For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left 
your daughter." 

Not only was no pray offered, I notice that Jesus says that the demon has left, this past tense 
probably means - while you were talking I asked it go without talking. By the way, I've noticed that 
it is possible to do some deliverance without speaking, and of course whatever we can do Jesus 
has probably done already. 

 

Luke 17:11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between 
Samaria and Galilee. (12) As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy 
met him. They stood at a distance (13) and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, 
Master, have pity on us!" (14) When he saw them, he said, "Go show yourselves to 
the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed. 

Here Jesus was only asking them to do what the law required. The priests had to attest to or 
approve their state of health. No words of healing, command, or release were uttered - merely a 
few simple words of direction. He did not even need to touch them, probably for the obvious 
'unclean' complications that would bring. One has the feeling that if they refused to follow those 
simple words of direction they would not have been healed, but then, we will never know that, will 
we?  

 

Mark 8:22 They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and 
begged Jesus to touch him. (23) He took the blind man by the hand and led him 
outside the village. When he had spit on the man's eyes and put his hands on him, 
Jesus asked, "Do you see anything?" (24) He looked up and said, "I see people; 
they look like trees walking around." (25) Once more Jesus put his hands on the 
man's eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw 
everything clearly. 

Once again no words of healing, command, or release were uttered, just a simple inquiry, touch 
and healing.  

Perhaps with deliverance ministry the reason why Jesus did not always need to speak has 
something to do with the recognition and fear shown when evil spirits came close and felt his 
authority/divinity...they squirmed, they were frightened, and recognized something far 
superior...For the record I also notice that spirits normally did this before he decided what course 
of action was best for a particular occasion. 

 

Mark 6:48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against 
them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. 

I don't imagine for one minute that Jesus actually needed to say out loud 'water be solid so I can 
walk on you' or verbalize anything at all. That would of course have been ridiculous. He just 
needed to know it was God's will and do it! 

 

Acts 5:15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds 
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and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed 
by. (16) Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick 
and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed. 

I'd be amazed if Peter prayed for this to happen. More likely he would have been in total awe of 
what was happening. 

 

2 Kings 5:9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door 
of Elisha's house. (10) Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go wash yourself 
seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed." 

This was more an explanation of what to do, relayed through another person, and certainly not a 
prayer or a command. Like Jesus, Elisha operated according to what he saw happening in the 
Spirit. It is not always necessary to speak out a command, or for that matter speak at all. If we 
can see how it will happen, all we need to do is act accordingly, or provide simple directions. 
There are of course other examples like this in the Old Testament. 

 

Lev 26:23 "'If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but continue to 
be hostile toward me, (24) I myself will be hostile toward you and will afflict you for 
your sins seven times over. 

I have included this to prove that, God is not limited by the necessity to speak things forth, and he 
is also more than able and willing to act on his own account completely ignoring man if he has to. 
If we are made in the image of God, it is reasonable to assume that we can reflect these 
attributes in a limited way. 

Perhaps the ultimate example is the resurrection of Jesus, where of course no words were 
spoken because he was physically dead and the disciples did not understand what was going on. 
You may say that God did it for him - yes, and this is exactly the point that all these verses are 
making.  

 

God performs miraculous acts when:  
 Words are spoken, or not spoken 
 We act out whatever it is we see in the Spirit 
 We pray silently according to God's will 
 We send up an arrow (grunt) prayer 
 Or whatever other strange methods God wants to use 

  

Final Comments 
The above list of Scripture is not exhaustive, as someone once aptly said, 'and there’s more!' This 
list covers both Old Testament and New Testament. It also covers the diverse aspects of healing, 
deliverance, and miracles. There are of course other interesting categories such as plain prayer, 
intercession, compassion, command, and God’s sovereign acts. On the basis of the above 
Scripture these could now be described as verbal or non-verbal.  

One could and probably should add further categories employed such as touch and no touch, 
close proximity and distance, questions and no questions, faith and no faith, money and no 
money. It would be fascinating to explore all these categories and how Jesus used these and no 
doubt others. Perhaps even more fascinating would be a quest to discover some of the 'whys' – 
why he made some of his choices and the effect this had on the situations and people he faced – 
(a worthy thought for another day!). 

It seems to me that a truly useful and practical ministry study would be to assemble a list of at 
least 5 to 7 methods Jesus used when confronted with the pain and suffering of this world. This 

 3



 4

would be quite a freeing concept, and provide all of us different personalities with some creative 
answers or avenues to explore when also faced with these same human tragedies and issues. 
The diversity of Scripture can truly be awe-inspiring. 

I could elaborate on the above Scriptures much more but I'm sure you will agree with me that 
they really speak for themselves. Basically, the above Scripture prove that God has provided free 
reign for himself. God will not be put in our boxes, but rather holds the right to act independently, 
and in whatever way seems to fit to achieve the goal. Likewise the actions of many Biblical 
characters (including Jesus) displayed that diversity of action. They did not stick to one method, 
but used them all displaying flexibility and creativity. They used them all because there is no 
golden rule or particular method for making things happen. 

  

PP..  II..  EEddiittoorr  
©©  PPrroopphheettiicc  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall    
 

P.S. – I actually sent a reply similar to this to the person in question (who will remain 
anonymous), and although I thought it would be received quite well, it wasn’t. In fact in his reply 
he hinted that “I had a problem,” and anyway, his point of view was correct, wasn’t it?  

Well, I suppose I fell for the old habit of assuming people will see the true variety of God if you 
explain it enough. I guess you can’t win them all; I will leave it to readers of this article to judge for 
themselves what is possible. 


