
 
 

PPrraayyeerr  iiss  lliikkee  tthhee  AArrrrooww  
((FFrroomm  22  KKiinnggss  1133))  

 

The following were originally sermon points. 
I have left them as is, so here is a ready made sermon for you. 

“Take the bow in your hands,” … Elisha put his hands on the king’s hands. 
“Shoot!” …“The LORD'S arrow of victory” … “Strike the ground.” (2Ki 13:13-18) 

  

1. Doing Your Bit (Activating God's reality) 
The King went to the Prophet for sake the nation. He knew his limitations. He was just a man in 
charge of others and needed the blessing of the prophet before he died. The man of God needed 
the king to draw the bow – because the king was the leader of the army. He didn't ask the king to 
do it because he was sick. The king had to exercise his authority as leader of the nation. The 
Body of Christ has spiritual authority on earth, but we all have slightly different roles to play. 

 

2. Take the High ground (Taking our Position) 
Elisha and the King were in a tower. We need to be seated in heavenly places when we pray. In 
other words we need to be in a position of authority. Towers are built in strategic positions; they 
were relevant to a locality. Elisha was first of all a national prophet; he was spiritually responsible 
to God for Israel so he was using his national authority. What has God called us to do? 

 

3. Reach for the Arrows (Prepare for prayer Action) 
Most of the enemy's energy is spent convincing people, especially Christians, that (1) it's no use 
praying so don’t bother! (2) Repetitive mumbled prayer once a week in church is good enough. 
He liberally sows the seeds of sarcasm apathy & depression.  

The Agincourt victory was due to superior archers. Half the opposition was defeated (before they 
turned up) before they engaged in hand to hand combat. Spiritual warfare & prayer is much the 
same.  

 

4. Draw the bow! (Use a Strategy) 
Half the battle is won when we decide to draw the bow. We have decided to fight, but the result is 
not automatic! There were 5 arrows in a quiver & no archer ever went into battle with just one 
arrow, or one quiver! We still need a strategy to target the enemy. The King had a number of 
enemies, and it seems he was desperate for a strategy to cope with so many problems. All prayer 
need some type of strategy, sometimes simple, sometimes a detailed plan. 

 

5. Adjust the direction and speed of the arrow (Follow it and keep Alert) 
Unlike an archer we can adjust the direction and speed of the arrow in mid flight. The prayers we 
pray provide the direction and the thrust for the Holy Spirit to speed the arrows on their way. If we 



can interact with the Spirit of God we can adjust the direction of our prayers so that we can even 
locate a difficult to find moving target. 

 

6. Make sure the arrow hits with effect! (Know what happens!) 
The tension in the bow is the momentum to reach the target. Unless we reach the target we will 
not achieved the intended result. As a boy I remember going to a carnival where there was an 
archery area - pay your money and have 5 shots. I was sure I could do it, but one shot told me I 
was wrong. Many prayers only go part way towards the target, and some hit but are ineffective. 
Unfortunately many Christians don’t know if their arrow has hit the target, like Samuel we need to 
“See in the Spirit” and effectively hit the mark. 

 

7. Don't lose the plot & stop! (Finish the Job) 
Even though the King was desperate, he lost the plot; he didn’t recognize the meaning of the 
arrows & stopped shooting. If we lose the plot, we lose the answer too. Asking correctly, 
perseverance, passion, seeing in the Spirit and patience are all very important keys.  

Effective Prayer is cooperation between God and us. God prompts us & provides the instructions 
(the how to), we speak/act it out, & God actions it. God wants the target hit! Sometimes our 
passion or understanding for the job doesn't match his. We need to persevere until we have full 
assurance that our petition has been heard and answered. 

 

May your ears hear, eyes see, your mind be focused, and your prayers be effective. 
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