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There are a number of vision types. For those that have never seen one (and even for some 
that have) there is much mystery attached to it. Most people that have never had one think that 
visions are all basically the same, however this is not true, and the Bible accounts bear this out. 
Even if you have seen one you are probably not fully aware of the variety that God imparts. 

Another aspect often ignored is the responsibility attached to a vision. It is not just an amazing 
experience. Many people say they would like to have one, as if it is a nice coat you can put on 
and admire occasionally. After receiving one you will normally be required to take some sort of 
action. This action will take the form a few reasonably predictable options, that is – meditate on it, 
tell a specific person, proclaim it generally, do the appropriate intercession, or follow through on 
specific command prayer(s).  

What follows is a summery of different vision types and biblical examples.   

 

 

1. The Observe and Listen Vision 
First of all there is the watch and observe vision. At the time of the vision your only responsibility 
is to accurately follow the flow of events and remember them. The primary purpose of it is to 
impart information to the receiver. You may hear various people speaking, you may be required 
to make a few comments or ask a few questions, there may be the occasional commentary being 
added, but basically the purpose of all this interaction is to assist with accurate information 
transfer. There will normally be plenty of time associated with this vision variation. This time is 
deliberately allowed for observation, meditation and study. There may be even be time to sit back 
and admire it. 

As stated the purpose is information transfer, however this is no excuse for ignoring the purposes 
of God. The purpose, whatever it involves is always of paramount importance. 

Examples 

Gen 46:2-4 (Jacob – do not be afraid the go down to Egypt) 
1Sam. 3:1-15 (God calls to Samuel) 

 

 

2. The Passive Participation Vision 
The second distinct variety is where you both listen and reply. As with the last variety you are also 
invited to follow the some of the key characters (or action) around for while. This vision may or 
may not be happening in real time. You will be expected to take in and remember all the 
important information presented and meditate on it. To do this accurately without gradually adding 
in extra stuff over the next few days you need to write down the main points!  Otherwise the 
human imagination finds it difficult to resist embellishing or readjusting the original version. The 
act of moving with the vision adds to this difficulty. After your mind has repeated the vision a few 
hundred times it is often difficult to distinguish the original part of a vision from your added bits of 
fantasy, but of course if you can check the written basics of what you received when ever 
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needed, there should be problem maintaining vision accuracy, therefore write it down in point 
form as soon as you can! 

Once again the purpose is information transfer. The act of moving with the vision personalizes 
your involvement and brings you even closer to the action, this makes it more difficult to be 
objective, but heightens you perception of what is happening. The only way to deal with this is to 
learn to be aware of how your bias influences what you see. 

Examples 

Gen. 15:1-6 (Abram’s covenant) 
Isa. 21:2-10 (A vision of destruction in a few places) 

  

 

3. Judge and Jury 
This third vision type incorporates all previous possibilities but pushes the envelope even further. 
It is called judge and jury, because you are asked to endorse and sometimes announce God’s 
decisions. God is the judge but you are the leader of the jury. The jury leader has the job of 
announcing the considered judgment. In today's world this is not a politically or religiously popular 
category but it is scripturally accurate. Prophets were often used to inform people on God's 
judgment. Judgment is not always bad news; it can also be good news, the prophet has to give 
both good and bad. 

Examples 

Ez. 43:3 (Ezekiel taken from place to place and given various judgments and instructions) 
Isa. 1:26 “I will restore your judges as in the days of old ….” 
Dan. 2:24-45 (Daniel interprets the dream, also called a vision and judgments that are part of it) 
Mt. 19:28, Luke 22:30 (judging the 12 tribes of Israel) 

  

 

4. Judge and General (or Field Marshall) 
The fourth vision type is the action vision, where you are asked to make event changing 
decisions. Sometimes decisions may be handed to you, but the majority of the time you are 
expected to follow the vision and apply divine judgment. Not only are you required to make 
decisions, but you are normally required to be part of what is happening in the vision and find a 
way to make sure it happens.  

This position reflects the military position of a General of Field Marshall. Many important 
decisions may need to be made in a minute. Naturally, just as there are very few generals in a 
battle, and not many over a nation, God does not appoint many generals. It takes many years 
(decades) for God to train a general in waiting (and assuming they ever get there) once they are 
given the mantle, will operate in that or a similar position for some decades. 

 

There are a few variations of this vision type 

a) The battle scene – where you are in charge of the visionary army, or part of the army.  This is 
a one off event where you have to organize and deploy the troops. These ‘troops’ may be a 
combination of angels and prayer warriors from various countries. It is hard to explain why the 
battle scene is different from the next vision type (the allegory). The only way I can describe the 
difference is that a genuine battle has a heightened sense of life and death, once you have 
experienced both you realize this is the real thing. What you do really matters here and affects 
real lives. 
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Examples 

2Kings 6:13-23 (Elisha praying blindness on the army and leading them to the King) 

 

b) The Allegory – this is God’s training ground. It looks almost as real other visions but 
afterwards you realize that it was more like a trial run. Peter’s vision in Acts and the valley of dry 
bones vision are classic examples of this vision type. You have been asked to take charge and 
do something decisive but after the vision has ended you realize that the principle reason for the 
vision was to teach or reveal something very important. 

Examples 

Acts 10:9-20 (Peter’s vision of a sheet lowering and being asked to kill and eat) 
Ez. 37:1-14 (Valley of dry bones) 

 

c) The open vision – where as a part of your regular prayer load you may have been given the 
responsibility for a nation. No beginners are allowed here. Most people that consider themselves 
senior prophets will never be asked to do this. Please note that you will probably not be the only 
one in charge, but it may feel like that. The open vision refers to a spiritual landscape, place or 
nation that is always open for you because it is your God allocated responsibility to interact with it. 
This level of vision responsibility is most likely a natural extension of (or God approval) of being 
asked to regularly and responsibly intervene in the affairs of a particular nation. You may enter or 
be asked to enter part of this regular vision landscape regularly. What you do will depend on the 
nation involved, your job description, talents, and how you receive your spiritual information, but 
this is an open heaven in vision form. 

Examples 

2Kings 1:8 (Let fire fall from heaven – in other words, the King may think he is like God and can 
order me around, but if I am the one that really holds the spiritual responsibility for this nation, 
then this is what will happen) 
2Kings 6:8-10 (Elisha regularly seeing what the King of Syria is plotting) 
2Kings 13:14-19 (The King shooting the arrows and Elisha easily following the vision reality as 
opposed to the King just shooting arrows, and declaring the judgment) 
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