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PPeetteerr''ss  VViissiioonn  
((EExxppllaaiinniinngg  //  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aa  VViissiioonn,,  PPaarrtt--11))  

 
An Allegory Vision  
This is possibly the first time the following Scripture has been used for the purpose of discovering 
visionary method and procedure in the Bible, but its simplicity makes it a prime target. 

Acts 10:13-14 – ‘Then a voice told him, "Get up Peter. Kill and eat." "Surely not, Lord!" Peter 
replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean".' - Please read the whole story 

(A brief inside story – From the receiver’s point of view) 
 

 

OBSERVATIONS 
1. This must have been the first time, or one of the first times Peter had 

seen a vision, because:  
 He did not trust the command 

Perhaps this is a new thought for you, but here is super bold Peter, ever since Pentecost it 
appears that he has been bold, decisive, enjoying the challenge of a totally new role. But as often 
happens, when we feel we are getting into routine, God has a way of throwing a spanner into the 
mix. Suddenly, God speaks to him in a vision. He recognizes it as God’s voice. The trouble was 
that God not only spoke, but requested Peter to do something that would challenge the socks off 
him (Did fishermen wear socks? It would be a good look with sandals). 

 
 It was all new ground to Peter. He was suddenly all at sea  

You can hear the cogs of his mind grinding away saying, “why would God ask me to do 
something that was so personally repulsive?”  

 
 He had no idea what to do! 

There were no familiar protocols for him to follow.  He was in shock; a cultural clash had just 
knocked him overboard and he was sinking. 

 

2. I note that he refused to interact with the vision even though he was 
invited 3 times. Why? 
 Traditions are comfortable 

He preferred his own religious tradition /parameters! Even though Jesus had often questioned the 
basis of religious customs, clearly Peter was frightened by this blatant disregard of something he 
believed in. You can hear him thinking, ‘this is scary stuff, what do I do!’ 

 
 Tradition can block visionary and prophetic reception 

Tradition was so strong for Peter that he could not escape it. Did you notice that the vision 
stopped? This is a very important point. As soon as Peter said “no Lord,” God replied with the 
punch line, “don’t call anything unclean that that I have pronounced clean”, then suddenly the 
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vision went into repeat mode. Fortunately it seems God was fully aware Peter’s dilemma. Even 
though after two repeats Peter not could progress any further with the vision, God provided a 
back up lesson via the timely arrival of the out of town visitors (predestination lives!). I love this 
part of the story, because the irony of this is that these visitors were a bunch of raw believers 
unsure of whom they believed in, yet they were fully co-operating with God, while the great 
apostle Peter was busy holding his ground repeating “Surely not, Lord!"  Of course there may or 
may not have been more possibilities to the vision, but we will never know now, because by 
refusing to co-operate, Peter had blocked it from progressing. 

 
 A Vision can be confusing 

Anyone who thinks that having a vision is just like a watching a neat and tidy report on the news, 
complete with editing, talk-over and well adjusted sound effects will be in for a severe shock, just 
like Peter. It is an encounter with another dimension. It can be unclear, messy, sometimes 
confusing, and even visually violent. Real visions can involve all your senses, including some gut 
wrenching emotions (People can fall over – just like in the Old Testament). 

 
 Perhaps Peter was scared! 

It’s highly possible that this was so new to him he was just plain scared. The trouble with all 
things new is you just don’t know what is possible, what is permissible, and what is just downright 
dangerous; even worse, you can't find the reality button. The scene may even have seemed so 
real that Peter felt genuinely outnumbered and afraid of all these wild animals. Of course being a 
bit of a macho guy this is not something he would have ever admitted. 

  

3. Clear Visual and Audio content 
 There was no confusion over the basic content 

God was very kind to Peter, because he knew exactly what he was seeing. You could say that 
the horizontal and vertical of the picture was well tuned in. Experience tells me that not all of 
Peter’s subsequent visions would have been this easy, however this one was. 

 
 He even understood the audible command! 

Peter’s response tells us that he fully understood the command, and knew it was God talking to 
him. However, even though the command was clear, he refused. An elementary understanding of 
a vision by itself is not always enough, it doesn’t always reveal what it means, and it certainly 
doesn’t always tell you how to react. He would not be the first or last to wear a stunned mullet 
look on his face. 

  

 

4. Peter was meant to learn something about himself 
 "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied 

Have you ever caught yourself thinking or even worse saying those classic words – I’ll do 
anything you say Lord just don’t ask me to do “…….”? Perhaps an even worse statement is, “no, 
God would never ask me to do that!” Well guess what, Peter just had a classic “no, that can’t be 
right!’ encounter of the religious kind. 

 
 God creates a challenge to move us forward 

God regularly gives us new challenges designed to move us forward. These challenges tend to 
open up new areas of ministry or thought. This was Peter’s new challenge.  
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5. The vision contained instructions on what to do 
 It revealed God's purpose (task) 

o Short term issues 

        As usual the immediate requests were reasonably obvious: 

                             - Kill, and eat! 

                             - Answer the door bell 

                             - Think and pray hard about the vision 

o Long term issues 

                             - What to do tomorrow? (To go or not to go, that is the question) 

   - Dealing with the Cultural Backlash 

                             - Processing the theological implications 

 

6. It heralded a New Direction in Peter's ministry 
 What to do next 

- I wonder what he had been praying for recently? 

 
 God was asking him to step out of the nationalism and go more international 

  

7. The vision was repeated 3 times 
Repetition has various purposes. Repetition is designed to: 

 'Knock on wood' 

                   - Hello, Hello is anybody there? God needs our to attract our attention 

 
 Give Emphasis 

                    - This point is really important, I repeat … I repeat ...! 

 
 Tell you, you just failed to do something that’s really important 

                    - Ignoring this may have serious consequences 

                    - You may have to go round the mountain again 

                    - The people/events referred to may be in trouble or require follow up.  

 

 Distinguish between the layers in the vision and what they mean 

            - Sometimes we need to see more than one angle to get the point  

         - It’s tempting to always reinterpret according to an old pattern 
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8. He was praying at the time 
 God rewards those seek him 

                   - To begin with we usually need to focus on God to receive clearly 

                   - God enjoys those that simply prefer divine company 

                    - Openness in prayer shows willingness to receive 

 
 Relaxing in prayer is the best way: 

                    - To receive new things from God 

                     - To find more effective ways of God given ministry 

  

9. The vision was given to inform his theology, and remove the blinkers 
 What is clean, and not clean 

                    - Cultural thinking can cloud our minds 

                    - Peter had blinkers on his theology, and therefore his ministry 

 
 God is always willing to challenge our theology 

A before and after image can be established, because later Peter commented with some wonder 
that God shows no partiality. Peter was clearly amazed by this revelation. The same correction 
principle still applies. A vision is an excellent place to have your understanding challenged. 

 
 After a theological shock, study and discover a more correct approach 

After a vision, sometimes you need to refresh your theology and straighten a few things out. This 
is best done through Scriptural reflection, not just the vision, so you can keep your thinking 
straight! That way you can build on solid ground for next time. We need to keep our imaginations 
scripturally informed and grounded. A head in the clouds vision only approach leads toward some 
of those crazy New Age ideas that just build upon themselves and make progressively less and 
less sense. In the end the reality holes are so big you could drive a Mack truck through them. 

  

Final words 
Peter’s vision provides a clear precedent that God still speaks and provides direction through 
vision in the New Testament. If this example had not been included in the book of Acts many 
would have totally denied it was possible, but it was included and is proof that God chooses to 
actively speak in this way. It also provides us with a vision that is full of useful instruction. 

 

Notes: 
The Allegory Vision – this is God’s training ground. It looks almost as real other visions but 
afterwards you realize that it was more like a trial run. Peter’s vision in Acts and the valley of dry 
bones vision are classic examples of this vision type. You have been asked to take charge and 
do something decisive but after the vision has ended you realize that the principle reason for the 
vision was to teach or reveal something important. 
 
(For an more explanation see ‘Vision Types" and “Vision Analysis, Part-2”) 
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VViissiioonn  AAnnaallyyssiiss  ((PPaarrtt--22))  
  
PPrraaccttiiccaall  TTeeaacchhiinngg  NNootteess  

1) When writing I try to 'include the obvious' since there is no way of knowing what items will 
be obvious to you. 

2) If you have not received a vision yet, the following information will be of little value. In fact 
teaching without practice may be counter productive and create false or confusing 
expectations. 

3) These articles are designed to clarify what you receive, not to replace it in any way - 'on 
God we rely.' 

  

Introduction 
It would be possible to construct a complete series of vision analysis points loosely based on 
observations from various Scriptures. While the study would be interesting and this sort of 
methodology is often used, and the end result would not be an accurate representation of any 
Scripture, just a collection of useful bits and pieces. As a teacher I will not pretend that a 
collection of bits and pieces is an accurate presentation of anything. For example, the article on 
Peter's vision is very revealing and instructive, because it is a clear interactive vision within a self 
contained story, it is possible to discuss in a little detail, but it is difficult to push that short 
passage much further than I already have without adding a lot of assumptions and opinions that 
are simply a matter of my own opinion. There are a few other passages that are also interesting 
and worth discussing, but no one in the Bible talks about the mechanics of a vision, they just 
receive and present them.  

A classic example of this is the Urim and Thummim that were used early in the Old Testament to 
discover the will of the Lord. “And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for 
him by the judgment of the Urim before the LORD; at his word they shall go out, and at his word 
they shall come in...” (Num 27:21). The point is that we have almost no idea what Urim and 
Thummim were, how they were used, what quality or talent was needed to make sense of them, 
or where they came from. And just to clear up a little misunderstanding, it was not the breastplate 
as some say, however (the stones or whatever they were) it was placed inside the breastplate 
next to the heart (Ex 28:30, Lev 8:8). 

It seems a beautiful and amazing thing that God's idea of best military decision making rested in 
the Urim next the heart of the priest. Therefore in this article when discussing the mechanics of 
visions I will write from experience and from the heart and refer to Scripture as seems 
appropriate, and leave it up to the reader to decide how good the result is. 

(Note: As a prophet it does not particularly matter to me what others think of my information 
process, I have come respect how God communicates. The whole purpose of these articles is to 
assist others to find their own way home as it were, so they can also move on with God and be 
more effective). 

 

A vision is a Living Thing  
Anyone that has seen a vision will probably agree with me that they appear to have a life of their 
own. It must be like being in the middle of another person’s dream. I have never heard an 
analysis of how you see a vision before, but there is no reason why I should not do it because 
there are a number of elements that can easily be described. 
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1. It has a journey (like a story) 
One of the common errors made is to assume that the visions we see, all come with equipped 
fully enhanced quality digital Technicolor with panoramic vision and added power point 
presentation. This is a rare luxury, normally we are expected to stretch ourselves and learn 
something. Don’t expect your lunch to come already pureed like baby food. 

 
It may be Black & White or Clouded 

First of all, there is nothing wrong with a black and white vision; many of mine are like that. After 
all black and White cinematography a very an expressive art form. However, if the vision is very 
faint or fuzzy the fuzziness can be distracting. There are many reasons for a clouded picture, they 
include, lack of personal focus, spiritual interference, bad human reception, and third party human 
confusion or distress. 

What do you do? Try to relax, ignore the confusion and get what you can out of it. Some 
experience will help reduce this confusion, because during fuzzy moments you will be able to 
lean more on familiar form recognition and what your senses are revealing. 

 
You will not see everything 

There is no such thing as full disclosure, in a vision you only see what you are intended to see. 
Even if you think you can see everything and it is all clear, be aware that there is always more to 
it. Sometimes it is hard to make sense of what you can see. However, no matter how much you 
can see, there are a few things you need to remember.  

  a.)       Only God can see the whole picture. 
  b.)       You may not be the only one seeing the vision. 
  c.)       God is the one and only director in charge of the show. 
  d.)       You are definitely not the only one praying. 

 
Follow the Vision Sequence 

There may be a number of visionary components, so good observation is essential. Like any 
short film there may be a number of story board or critical moments that give meaning to vision. If 
you fail to notice these you will miss vital information and come to wrong conclusions. Wrong 
conclusions will normally lead to wrong prayer and therefore less effective intervention/action.  

Prophetically this process is called discernment and it is the one of the most critical and precious 
gifts a prophet must have. Some people say it is a spiritual gift - well it may be spiritual and it is a 
certainly is a gift, but it is not really the spiritual gift mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12, that is the 
discerning of spirits, and in any case the gifts of the spirit are gifts plural, therefore it may be 
similar but it is not really the same thing.  

Prophetic discernment is really is more about spiritual wisdom and experience. It is about building 
on correct interpretation rather than building on bad assumptions. It is about learning to discern 
which of the avenues you see ahead of you is a more correct option, and learning how to follow it. 
Failure to appreciate, guard and develop this discernment will have serious consequences. How 
God can use and promote you as a prophet if you keep choosing the wrong options? The end 
result is that someone else has to keep picking up the pieces that you can't see, understand or 
appreciate. A lack of correct interpretation (that is discernment), is a serious problem in the 
church of today. 

Please note, that many people can be equally impressed by either good or only half right 
discernment, so human opinion is a very poor indicator here. The reason for this simple, most 
people know that 2+2=4, but it is possible to twist a vision in many directions it was not intended 
to go. 
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2. A Vision has a Primary Purpose 
The primary focus may not be obvious 

The primary focus may not be obvious at first, but it will develop as you follow the flow of events. 
Following a vision requires good observation techniques. Also you may be required to play a part 
in keeping the vision flowing to the end. Even if you are not sure what it’s all about you may still 
have to follow the prompts.  

 
The focus may appear to change 

The primary focus may appear to change, but that is probably because you don't know what the 
focus is! Don't despair, be as objective as possible (without losing the plot!). 

 
Don't become distracted 

If you ignore the big picture and become distracted by a small part of the vision, you literally loose 
the plot. It is important to let God drive the purpose of the vision and reveal what it means. 
Ezekiel, Isaiah and many others have had complicated visions, the best advice is to "go with the 
flow" and let God reveal what is important. 

 

3. A Vision has many Layers/Purposes 
Find the Priorities 

A vision has many layers therefore we need to find a rough order of priority for these, because we 
need to identify a primary purpose and because it is impossible deal with everything at once. I've 
found that often the easiest way to discover this priority is to assess the level of urgency. In a 
vision an urgent or now prompting from God must always be followed. Therefore it follows that 
what is less urgent will also be sensed. In fact with some practice it is often possible to 
differentiate between:   

  a.) The do it Now component.  
  b.) The What comes Next component.  
  c.) The tidy up Later component.  
  d.) The Reflect at your leisure component.  

 
Don't over do the analysis 

Try not to over do the initial analysis. Stay with what's happening. Just clarify the main points and 
keep up with it.  

 
Remain spiritually aware  

Hopefully after some on the job practice this will happen naturally. Remaining spiritually aware 
through the process of a vision is something that grows if you receive them on a regular or 
irregular basis; it's a bit like developing a spiritual peripheral vision. 

 
Finish the job! 

The primary purposes of a vision must be accomplished! God gives a vision for a reason. If you 
vision has primary purposes, then whatever that is follow it through. Lives may depend on it. 
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4. A Vision Interacts with You 
Some interaction is expected 

Some level of interaction is expected. This varies enormously (see Vision Types), the best advice 
is simply to be a good scout and be prepared to do anything. You may even need to enter into the 
vision to discover the purpose. This is not for the beginner; in fact I do not recommend it at all 
unless you regularly receive visions and there is an invitation to do so. A basic rule of thumb is - if 
there is no invitation, keep your nose out! 

 
Ask questions 

Don't be afraid to ask questions as appropriate (even dumb ones) but don't let the questions 
distract you. What questions you ask will depend on the vision and your usual modes of receiving 
information. Of course all questions need to be brief, clear, relevant, and phrased in such a way 
as to receive a brief understandable answer, otherwise there is no point asking. The form of your 
question needs to allow for both information and emotional responses at the same time, that is 
yes/no and positive/negative. Complicated questions or mixed double negatives are a total waste 
of time; the answers assuming you even receive them are too confusing. Just remember, at an 
elementary and medium level, you are probably not in control of the pause button, what you see 
as a vision may even be a real event happening in real time somewhere in the world. 

 
Avoid manipulating the vision 

Don't push it beyond its purpose or do anything fancy unless asked, a steady as you go approach 
works best. If you over do it, you may lose the plot and focus; after that you are running on your 
imagination only, and there is absolutely no point to that, you only fool yourself. Then someone 
else will have pick up the pieces. Our job is to discover what God wants to accomplish.  

 
Avoid Fantasy 

We need to safe guard God's reality in our lives and not lose sight of where fantasy begins, it is 
too easy to lower the reality bar and accept any mixture of suggestions as to what is the 'real 
thing'. This is not like a local church meeting where up half of the prophetic content given can be 
questionable (or just fantasy). As a local Christian you can ultimately check the reality of whatever 
is said because you know the people and can watch it all work out over time, but with a vision this 
is not always possible, so a high degree of accuracy and care is required. 

  

 

5. A Vision Interacts with Other People 
A vision changes lives 

We can change the lives of people in a vision. We have to assume that there is a God purpose to 
every vision. Some are for information or blessing only, however most of the visions I receive 
these days require me to do something to change what is happening. I assume this is a higher 
level of responsibility. Therefore I am responsible to God for my behavior and/or a correct 
interpretation and response that will achieve God's purpose. 

 
Don't be flippant 

Sometimes it's very hard to resist the urge to do something heroic or something that's physically 
impossible. These things are may just be distractions that result in you losing the plot. Try and 
focus your efforts toward achieving a satisfying result.  
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Finally 

I guarantee that anyone receiving a vision will enjoy the experience the most if they can follow the 
action, react appropriately, and find a satisfactory way of gaining understanding. No amount of 
wishing will make it happen, but if it does, a little understanding of the process will certainly help 
you keep your act together. 

 

 

VViissiioonn  AAnnaallyyssiiss  ((PPaarrtt--33))  
  

Introduction 
This effort to provide an understanding of a vision, and perhaps even describe the mechanics of a 
vision should never be considered as a definitive work. For my own part I consider it impossible to 
be totally definitive on this subject. The mystery of a vision is that it is also very personal, and 
since it is obvious that people are different from each other there will always be some mystery 
involved in the process of understanding what we receive. When writing I always try to 
incorporate other ways of receiving and processing information, but it is unfortunately impossible 
to cover everything. I hope that in taking time to carefully lay down some thought processes and 
options, I have laid a suitable platform for people to learn more about themselves and how they 
receive and operate. 

There are two common faults in teaching areas like this. The first is to say everyone is different 
and proceed to teach almost nothing useful. The second is to say everyone is different, but teach 
as if everyone is almost the same and tell people to “follow these steps” and approach it this way. 
The most difficult option is to plot a middle course where a number of options are discussed. This 
is what I always prefer to aim for, so I hope you will forgive me if I do not always hit the right spot 
for you. 

  

A vision is extremely flexible  
Anyone that has seen a few visions will understand what I mean when I say a vision can appear 
to be so amazingly flexible it is hard to know what is happening. Now if you are used to receiving 
your visions on a plate carefully labeled and easy to understand – well lucky you, aren’t we the 
fortunate one! You won’t need to read much further yet. However the day will probably come 
when like the rest of us you need to read the rest of this article and wrestle with all the 
possibilities. The mystery elements are not just restricted to, ‘what’s happening here?’ There are 
all sorts of other issues and questions that arise like, ‘what am I meant to do with this?’ and ‘how 
much of this is just my imagination?’ In fact there can be a mine field of questions that arise. If 
you are just used to receiving still frame pictures, you may wonder what the fuss is all about, but 
the issues generated by receiving a vision can be far more complex. How can it be any more 
complex? Read on and find out. 

 

1. Interpretation may not be Literal - But! 
It must be consistent 

Elements of a vision may not be literal; in fact a lot of interpretation may be required. The difficulty 
is always how to interpret the information and yet remain consistent with the message received. 
Unless great care is taken, a little inaccuracy with the interpretation will take you on a large 
tangent. The basic problem is that interpretation can be like assembling a puzzle, because the 
information/symbols will often depend on each other for their meaning. However unlike a puzzle 
there are no hard edges to help you sort it out, so if you get a few things the wrong way round, 
your understanding may end up so far off the mark it is simply irrelevant. 
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Interpretation must be clear (write a point form list!) 

Using a simple check list approach is very useful approach that will suit many people, whatever 
way you receive stuff. If you keep in point form, it keeps the whole thing brief, it helps identify the 
important elements, assists in working out what it all means, and keeps some of the ideas 
separate (for  check list example, see 'Check the dead pigeons’ under dreams). 

  
For Example 

Section 1 – Write a description of the original dream/vision, just as you received it without any 
additions, logical readjustments or extra fancy bits. Do not even adjust anything to help it make 
sense. If you are not sure about some of it, then state that clearly because after your mind has 
played the tape a few hundred times you may forget, merge it all together and consider all of it 
original. 

An Example: 

For an example, let's say that you have a vision of: 

Soldiers in uniform leaving a beach and walking on the water heading for a distant island  

If possible, as part of your general "live vision" experience and observation it would be useful to 
observe approximate number soldiers, what uniform/color they were wearing, and what they were 
carrying (if anything) - very difficult to do much later, but at the time of the vision it might be 
possible, just don't let it distract you. Also, as soon as possible it would be useful to note down 
some general impressions such as, warm and fuzzy, cold, definite, positive, or even negative 
impressions. 

If additional things occur to you the next day, or over time, these should be noted but kept 
separate, otherwise they will meld together, and probably change the original meaning. 

  
Section 2 – In another section, after a little reflection, write a point form check list of all the 
important elements and observations. This is a list of things you would reasonably expect to be 
able to identify in some way if the reality version of the vision turns up (assuming one is 
expected).  

Back to the example: 

a)       Soldiers were in army uniform when walking on the water 
b)       They left this country and traveled directly to another island/country 
c)        It is a good (or not good) thing for them to go  

(Note: All observations need to avoid straying into political opinion, we should only observe God's 
spiritual opinion, and write clear observations - for some people this is almost impossible. 
Likewise asking God to highlight the good guys is usually a mistake, because people on both 
sides are bound to be highlighted.) 

  
Section 3 – A possible interpretation of these elements. 

a)       The troops will travel direct, perhaps by ship (but probably not by walking on the water!) 
b)       The government has been (or will be) invited to send troops to another nation 
c)        It seems to be a peacekeeping mission (or whatever) 

  

Interpretation must be Appropriate 

Using this simple three stage point form process helps separate your opinion from your 
observation. It establishes two process barriers in the road, otherwise the only thing preventing 
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the interpretation from taking on a life of its own and changing the facts contained within the 
original vision is your will power. This is an important point, I suspect that most people’s will 
power is not past letting a few things cross the line, and that most errors of judgment are 
produced by people allowing after thoughts to adjust and change what was originally received. 
Perhaps the most important thing of all is that if you use a simple method like this, it becomes 
easy to later identify any odd bits of wrong interpretation, and learn from the experience.  

Even if it is impossible to accurately or precisely match a vision/dream to a real life event, it is 
reasonable to expect that the elements will clearly represent aspects of a real life event or 
situation in some relevant way; otherwise there should be some serious doubt that the event in 
question was the one referred to (assuming it was meant to be a real life event in the first place). 

  

2. The realities of Time 
Boldly where none has one before? - Well not quite! 

The U.S. Enterprise is not the only way to experience the confusing vagaries of time warp, and 
Dr. Who is not the only one to experience time travel. Vision space can also incorporate the 
vagaries of time travel. To cope with these mysteries, you will be required to develop some extra 
flexible observation techniques – fortunately you don’t have to learn to speak that weird sci-fi 
mumbo jumbo techno babble, that’s optional. Whatever your vision is all about you will still have 
to follow the prompts and you will still be required to meditate/analyze it later, even if it has 
confusing time problems. If you fail to do this it will not be long before someone else is receiving 
and following though on what is required, because the bottom line with most God given visions is 
that we do not receive them to make us feel important, or for our own amusement. 

  

Is it past, present or future? 
Visions of the past 

Example? Elijah, Ahab and the vineyard, Nathan and Bathsheba 

 (1 Samuel 9:20) As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; they have 
been found (With Samuel it is not really possible to distinguish prophesy from vision, because he 
described things with great detail as if he had seen it -- and he probably did). 

This is a good example of God allowing a potentially serious financially problem to occur, but also 
doing something about it. 

It is normal to expect a vision to be about the future, but in fact it is not unusual to receive a vision 
that contains elements of the past. God often gave prophets insight into past events so they could 
use them as examples for a current prophesy. This is not surprising, and it is reasonable to 
expect it to be a regular feature of many messages. It may refer to events that were deliberately 
hidden, or simply be God piecing a series of events together for us so we understand something 
important. 

  

Visions of the present 

A working definition - The past is the past, but because the earth is large and round, finding a 
working definition of the present, is not as straight forward as it sounds, because an international 
prophet often deals with different time zones. The odd thing about a different time zone is that 
even though you can phone a country and only experience a one second sound delay it may be 
many hours before it is the same time of day as you phoned.  

God is not bound by time and appears to make considerable use of this flexi-time concept. God 
often enables people on one side of the world to have visionary information of what is or will be 
happening on the other side.   
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It is not uncommon to have a vision of something that is obviously happening in a different time 
zone. Consequently I consider that a reasonable definition of 'current' or 'now' can not be limited 
to a strict simultaneous interpretation. A more reasonable definition allows for a twenty-four hour 
period. I realize that this will be difficult if not impossible for some to understand, but it is one of 
the fundamental differences between a local prophet, or one that uses prophesy as a gift only, 
and an international prophet. Of course no one knows how God does it, but I suppose that is why 
God is God, anyway, there are two clear varieties of ‘visions of the present’. 

Examples 

(1Samuel 9:15) Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed this to Samuel: (16) 
“About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him leader 
over my people Israel. (20) As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; 
they have been found. 

(Acts 10:13-14) ‘Then a voice told him, "Get up Peter. Kill and eat." "Surely not, Lord!" Peter 
replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean".' 

  

a)       Just happened 

(2Kings 6:8) Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he 
said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.” (9) The man of God sent word to the king 
of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there.”  (10) So 
the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha 
warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places. 

Sometimes God lets you know what has just happened, or why something has happened. This 
type of vision is for information, understanding, and sometimes it's just communication, God 
saying, 'hello, look what's been happened while you were asleep.' Some of this information may 
be disturbing, but we should still be thankful. It may be literal information that is easy to interpret, 
or like Peter we may have think about it for a while before we can work it out. 

  

b)       About to happen 

(1Samuel 10:2) When you leave me today, you will meet two men near Rachel’s tomb, at Zelzah 
on the border of Benjamin. They will say to you, ‘The donkeys you set out to look for have been 
found. And now your father has stopped thinking about them and is worried about you. He is 
asking, “What shall I do about my son?” ’ (10:3) “Then you will go on from there until you reach 
the great tree of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there. One will be 
carrying three young goats, another three loaves of bread, and another a skin of wine. (10:4) 
They will greet you and offer you two loaves of bread, which you will accept from them. (10:5) 
“After that you will go to Gibeah of God, where there is a Philistine outpost. As you approach the 
town, you will meet a procession of prophets coming down from the high place with lyres, 
tambourines, flutes and harps being played before them, and they will be prophesying. (10:6) The 
Spirit of the LORD will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be 
changed into a different person. 

Yes I know it was a long reading (for these days!), but it is one of the best, about to happen 
examples there are. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, Samuel was a very good prophet. 
Whether we are talking about a few seconds or a few hours, it is quite common for God to provide 
a prophet with a vision, a dream, or another form of prophetic insight that incorporates an element 
of early warning. You know, for me the best part of this reading is the reference to prophets in 
verse 5 and 6. No prophet of Israel would worship God at one of the Philistine’s high places, so 
this may have been a “group” of pagan prophets. Sometimes God does the strangest things (see 
foot notes on Philistine God’s). 

Question – Warning! Warning! How did Robbie the robot (from ‘Lost in Space’) know that a 
disaster was about to happen? 
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Answer – He didn’t, the script writer did! Now that answer is not as silly as you would think, and 
actually provides a few clues. First of all, I suppose the real answer is that in some mysterious 
way Robbie was able to analyze movement, sound and smell and tell if a dangerous situation 
was developing. Who knows, there may be some truth in this, for who knows what instincts are at 
work that make someone an international prophet, perhaps it really is possible to do pick up some 
of these spiritual vibes. The second more traditional answer is that God knows what people are 
doing and planning, and even though they have the freedom of choice to cause disasters 
according to a variety of distorted beliefs (religious, political, cultural, or personal), God also has 
the freedom to give some of this information to people in whatever way possible if they will listen 
and understand. A vision of what is about to happen later that day is an example of this. 

  

Visions of the future 

If you believe in visions to begin with, then a vision of the future is what you would expect to 
receive, and it is no surprise that the Bible has numerous examples. 

For example: 

The book of Daniel – Most of this visionary book contains classic examples of future large scale 
international political upheavals. 

The book of Revelation – Again, large scale future events are cryptically described. 

Some prophets described or acted out their future visions 

Elijah praying for rain – Elijah knew exactly where to go, what to do, he knew to keep praying till a 
cloud or suitable sign appeared, and even where the cloud would appear from, because he kept 
sending Elisha to look in the same area, so it is reasonable to assume he had already seen a 
clear vision of what to do. Even though the cloud was only the size of a man’s fist he was 
satisfied, so things must have been proceeding according to the vision. 

Jesus and the Temple – Jesus disturbed many by predicting the destruction of the temple. The 
way he accurately painted a word picture of what the Temple would look like with not one stone 
remaining on top of another, and the panic that would descend on the city, he must have been 
describing what he could actually see spiritually. He even predicted the time it would happen (Mk 
13:30 - Jesus was about 32, and 32 plus 1 generation just happens to equal the date the Temple 
was destroyed [A Biblical generation is about 38 years – according to Dt. 2:14], 32+38 = 70 A.D. -
- Now there's a sermon for someone with a number fetish!) 

  

Past, present, or different futures in the same vision? 

Sometimes I think God just lets this happen to keep you guessing, but there are some genuine 
reasons why it is possible to have this confusing combination. 

Example: 

a.) Jesus' explanation of the temple destruction (Mk 13) contains material with different elements 
of timing. Why did this happen? Well today the teacher bears all the responsibility for the clarity of 
the teaching, but there was a time (long ago!) when people were expected to remember exactly 
what they heard (not only what they read), and go home and study it. It was up to the hearer to 
use their ability to remember what Jesus actually said ( the benefit of an oral history culture) to 
recall and understand the mystery (in this case of different future fulfillment dates). The fact that 
we can't do this today doesn't mean that a culture used to oral teaching can't do it. 

b.) Daniel had a classic vision that incorporated a number of different historical periods. 

Why does it happen? 

I.) Sometimes the problem is, without knowing we ask a confusing question, that is, a question 
that is actually two or three questions in one, so consequently the answer will probably involve 
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more than one time period. 

II.) Perhaps the elements of your vision actually require different combinations of circumstances 
before things can be completely fulfilled. For instance it may require different governments to be 
elected. 

  

God's opinion of time is reflected in a number of verses, but Ecclesiastes has a few notable 
quotes, like the following: 

(Ecc 3:15) 
Whatever is has already been, 

and what will be has been before; 
and God will call the past to account. 

  

  

3. How should we respond? 
There are many possibilities here but most of them follow similar patterns of thought, so I will just 
mention three. 

 

A vision that requires action 
This action will require the usual forms of response; that is: 

a.) Prayer intercession required 
b.) Prayer command required  
c.) Spreading information publicly 
d.) Passing sensitive information to an appropriate person  

  

A vision as a warning? 
Is this just a warning? Some visions are given as a warning to hopefully prevent something from 
happening. To prevent this disaster either the prophet or a group of people have to acknowledge 
the warning and respond to it appropriately (e.g. Jonah's warning to Nineveh). 

A vision of a possible future requires: 

a.) Acknowledgement of a problem is required  
b.) Repentance and prayer required 
c.) Respond and listen appropriately 

  

A vision to teach us 
The purpose of a vision like this is for teaching; normally it's to prepare us for a future event. God 
often teaches prophets by experience, therefore we need take notice. 

How do you know it is for teaching / information only? 

a.) It may be a more transparent vision than usual. 
b.) The vision may stop at a strange place, waiting for you to understand and catch up. 
c.) It may not be possible to change anything in the vision or make anything happen. 
d.) You may not be asked to do anything except tag along and watch. 
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False Visions 
Ok, it is time to tackle a delicate issue. 

Sensitive people receive visions, so to use cricket terminology, it reasonable to assume we will 
occasionally bowl the odd ‘loose delivery’. I have heard people say strange things like, ‘well if I 
can’t trust God on that, then I can’t trust anything I receive.’ Rubbish! Nobody is perfect, so there 
is no point in throwing a spiritual tantrum, sticking your bottom lip out, sulking in a corner, or 
saying never again! The sooner we learn from our mistakes the better. In fact some areas are 
guaranteed to be difficult, so let’s begin by identifying some of these difficult areas. With most of 
these difficult areas the problem if there is one is normally found in the limitations of our 
response. 

a.) Matters of the heart 

Top of this list are all visions and words received regarding personal and emotional issues – 
Beware! Scripture says that the heart is utterly deceitful, and my observation tells me that we 
should beware of all revelation about personal relationships. Visions involving these matters will 
be just as compromised. My own way of dealing with this is to treat all visions and words with 
severe skepticism until followed through. It seems to be the only way to hang on to some 
perspective. Faith does not depend on blind obedience. Informed obedience is more far more 
useful. Blind obedience almost guarantees error. 

b.) Personal Involvement 

Personally involvement in is guaranteed to affect any subsequent revelation you receive to some 
extent. Of course it’s impossible to avoid all personal involvement, the trouble is that many 
become used to it and then forget to allow for the way it warps our thinking. The only way to deal 
with this is to remain aware of it no matter what! 

c.) Financial Involvement 

Where there is financial involvement it is common and in fact a human expectation that people 
will allow their theology and principles to stretch or even change; it is no different for a prophet, 
we need to be very careful of our motivations. Unfortunately financial influence is the hardest 
thing of all to allow for. The way many people appear to change as their wealth increases is a 
constant testimony to this. 

d.) Political and Cultural influence 

It is also very difficult for people to ignore these things – perhaps that is one of the reasons why 
there are so few prophets! It is certainly one of the reasons why they are not popular; we are 
often called to point out cultural problems that need to be changed. There is no doubt that political 
views play games with our discernment. For example, I have heard some very right wing 
interpretations of prophetic words. I'm sure it was not done deliberately, but the fact that it was 
not noticed and apparently could not be avoided guarantees that it will keep happening. 

  

Final Thoughts 
Having written these thoughts, they appear to be so inadequate for such a complex and personal 
spiritual area where there are so many possibilities. However I sincerely hope you can find a way 
of applying them to your mode of receiving. As general principals and insights into how God 
works and seeks to work through people I feel sure they will prove to be very useful. 

 

PP..  II..  EEddiittoorr  
©©  PPrroopphheettiicc  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall     
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Research Notes 
Here are a few Research Notes that somebody may appreciate. 
 

The Philistines & their Gods 
A Brief Internet Search 

It is likely that the "Sea Peoples" of the Egyptian records are the Philistines mentioned in the 
Bible. They had settled along the coast south of the Mount Carmel range and had formed a new 
federation of five chief city-states: Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Gath, and Ekron. This federation 
took on the name of its dominant group, the Philistines, and that name lives on today in the place 
name Palestine. 

http://www.angelfire.com/pa/WoundedDove/canaanite1.html 

Ashtoreth / Astarte 

The fertility goddess of the Canaanites and chief goddess of the Phoenicians. Her worship was 
closely related to Asherah's and she appears among the Philistines as the idol in whose temple 
they hung Saul's armour. Temples were dedicated to her in the Canaanite cities of Ascalon, Beth-
Shean, and Jerusalem between the reigns of Solomon and Josiah. 

Dagan / Dagon ("Small Fish") 

An ancient, west Semitic god whose cult was adopted by the Philistines when they entered 
Canaan. Dagon is the plant-growth, fertility, and soil god that was widely worshiped exclusively in 
the Middle East countries and father of Baal. His shrines are located at Ashdod, Beth-Shean, and 
Gaza. He has a temple at Ras Shamra. Dagon is depicted as half-man and half-fish. He is the 
inventor of the plough and known as the god of the Philistines. 

Baal ("Husband; Owner; Lord") 

The principal Canaanite and Syrian sky, weather, and fertility god. His name was originally 
applied to various local gods. Baal has been identified with the Greek god Zeus. He is the son of 
Dagon, consort of Anat, and brother and lover of Asherah. He is the father of seven storm gods 
and seven mid-wife goddesses. Baal is one of the many gods of the Canaanite pantheon and 
was their chief god until exile. He is believed to have been worshiped from 2000 to 200 BC. 

Myth portrays Baal as god of the sky and rain struggling with Mot (drought and death god). He is 
also in conflict with Yamm - struggle between fertility and sterility. Baal was of primary importance 
in Palestinian agriculture. He is portrayed as bloodthirsty and highly sexed. The erotic element in 
his worship was to stimulate him to mate with Asherah, thus bringing rain and fertility to the land. 
Hebrews were strongly attracted to Baal worship. Ahab and Jezebel actively promoted a form of 
Baal worship that was imported from Phoenicia. Athaliah (Ahab and Jezebel's daughter) married 
into a royal family, usurped Judah's throne, and promoted Baal worship until her death. 

(thus it is not surprising that Elijah  was asked to declare to Ahab that their would be no rain - P.I. 
Editor) 

Baal is depicted as a bull or a man. The Greeks identified Baal with Helios - the sun. He dwelt in 
a palace on Sapan (a mountain). 

Other Titles  

Aliyn Baal                     God of Springs, Sky, and Fertility            Hadad 

Lord of Rain and Dew     Lord of the Earth                                    Prince 

Rider on the Clouds       Baal-zebub 
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A Canaanite deity that was adopted by the Philistines. In the New Testament, Baal-zebub is 
transformed into Beelzebub (chief of the demons). His shrine was at Ekron. 

Ekron - A royal Philistine city (modern-day Al-ir: Syrian village). According to Hebrew text, it was 
the last place the ark was transferred to before being restored to the Israelites. 

El/Il ("God")  

The supreme god and head of the Canaanite and Syrian pantheon. He is the consort of Athirat 
and the father of Dawn, Dusk, and Anat. He is the father of all the gods (except Baal), time, and 
men and the chief deity of the western Semites. El is depicted as an old man with a long beard 
and two wings. He dwells on Mount Saphon. El is the personification of power and Master of 
Wind and Wave. He has been identified with the Hurrian god Kumarbi and Greek god 
Cronus/Kronus. 

(Note the disciples comment: "even the wind and wave obey him") 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02388c.htm 

Beelzebub, or Baalzebûb, the Philistine god of Accaron (Ekron), scarcely 25 miles west of 
Jerusalem, whose oracle King Ochozias (Ahaziah) attempted to consult in his last illness, IV (II) 
Kings, i, 2. It is only as an oracle that the god is known to us; no other mention of him occurs in 
the Old Testament. The name is commonly translated "the lord of the flies"... 

 

Scripture  
2 Kings 1:2-17 Ahaziah, a contemporary of Jehoshaphat of Judah, sent men to the Philistine city 
of Ekron to consult the god Baal-zebub. Ahaziah was grievously ill and wished to ask of the 
Philistine god whether he would recover. It illustrates the influence of the Philistines in Israel at 
that time. 

(Judges 10:6 RSV) Israel had fallen away from serving God, they had "served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, 
and the gods of the Philistines"  

Jeremiah 25:17ff., the Philistines and their cities Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and Ashdod are 
mentioned in the catalogue of peoples destined for annihilation. 

"For Gaza shall be deserted, and Ashkelon shall become a desolation; Ashdod's people shall be 
driven out at noon, and Ekron shall be uprooted. Ah, inhabitants of the seacoast, you nation of 
the Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines; and I will 
destroy you until no inhabitant is left. And you, O seacoast, shall be pastures, meadows for 
shepherds and folds for flocks" (Zeph. 2:4-6). 

 


