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PPrreeffaaccee  
TThhee  ssuubbjjeecctt  ooff  ““vviissiioonn””  iiss  rraarreellyy  wwrriitttteenn  aabboouutt  bbyy  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann..  
TThheerree  iiss  ssoo  mmuucchh  iiggnnoorraannccee  aanndd  ffaallssee  aassssuummppttiioonn  oonn  tthhiiss  
ssuubbjjeecctt  tthhaatt  aass  aa  pprroopphheettiicc  tteeaacchheerr  II  ffiinndd  mmyysseellff  oobblliiggeedd  ttoo  
mmaakkee  aa  sseerriioouuss  aatttteemmpptt  aatt  iitt..  
TThheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  ffeeww  bbooookkss  ooff  vviissiioonnaarryy  eexxppeerriieenncceess,,  bbuutt  II  
aamm  yyeett  ttoo  ffiinndd  aa  bbooookk  ffrroomm  ssoommeeoonnee  bbrraavvee  eennoouugghh  ttoo  wwrriittee  
oonn  tthhee  tthheeoollooggyy  aanndd  mmeecchhaanniiccss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  VViissiioonn..  
TThheerreeffoorree  II  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  mmuucchh  ttiimmee  ttoo  aasssseemmbbllee  tthheessee  
rreefflleeccttiioonnss..  II  hhooppee  tthhaatt  tthheessee  wwrriittiinnggss  pprroovviiddee  aa  pprraaccttiiccaall  aanndd  
uusseeffuull  ffrraammeewwoorrkk  ffoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  nneeeedd  ooff  SSccrriippttuurraall  iinnssiigghhtt..  



VVIISSIIOONN  --  SStteeppppiinngg  IInn  ((PP--11))  
 

 

SStteeppppiinngg  IInnttoo  aa  VViissiioonn  ((PPaarrtt--11))  
Preface 2 and Disclaimer 

I. I am not referring to the popular meaning of vision – as in a couple of good ideas with a 
lot of imagination, that is only a couple of good ideas with a lot of imagination, and 
certainly contains no element of Biblical vision. 

II. We should only step in if requested, otherwise nothing will really happen and you will only 
be fooling yourself (as many do!). 

III. Stepping in without an appropriate invitation/opening or expectation is never a good idea, 
and may simply move you into your own little fantasy land. 

IV. Most prayer generated in church does not really ask for (or expect) intervention, it is 
really just sympathetic prayer (i.e. "our thoughts and prayers are with them"). This is very 
nice and comforting, but ultimately just a humanistic phrase. If we pray like that we will 
evoke little more than some useful sympathetic support. 

  

 

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
 
Events are related 
All religious belief systems agree that spirit and flesh is interrelated. But that is where the 
similarity stops. Those of us that believe in prayer, and believe that prayer has the capacity to 
alter physical reality all have the difficulty of understanding how that change happens. Of course 
for most Christians there is little need to follow through on this need for understanding so it's 
normally left in the land of warm and fuzzy mysteries. This is very convenient in many ways, and 
enables the holding of a great many unsupportable and even contradictory positions. For 
example, from a position of complete safety it is eminently possible to be a pacifist and reluctantly 
agree that someone needs to defend people against those wielding machetes, however this is 
simply a confused theology of convenience. When the wolf is knocking on our door, the true state 
of our beliefs is fully revealed. At that point we normally act with our feet and ignore our beliefs. 

For some of us the need for understanding is completely necessary. For me the most urgent 
reason for understanding is the need to quantify the results of our intervention prayer. After all, no 
one likes wasting time – there is never enough of it to waste. 

Even the simplest prayer may be answered in many ways, and whenever an answer is received, 
an interaction has occurred. Many of these interactions involve physical changes (major or minor) 
to the world around us. We don’t live on a desert island, but even if we did there would still be 
some identifiable change, if we are sensitive enough to notice.  

 

 

SSTTEEPPPPIINNGG  IINN  
For all of us that are often expected to interact with a vision, sometimes before we understand 
what's going on, Peter’s experience as told in Acts 10:13-14 is quite reassuring (see Pete’s 
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Vision). In a perverse sort of way it is comforting to know you are not the only person seeing 
strange things and not having a clue what they mean. Whether it even occurred to Peter that he 
could enter into the vision is a question I will have to ask him one day (of course there could be a 
very long queue!), but I suspect the idea never entered his mind and he probably had very few 
vision experiences; his temperament was more suited toward evangelism than teaching or 
prophetic work. 

 

Stepping In - A Definition 
Stepping In – Entering into and/or interacting with a vision in a way that changes the visible reality 
of the physical world around us to an outcome acceptable to God’s purpose. 

Of course if you don't believe such a thing is possible and consequently don't believe a word I'm 
saying, you probably think I'm a few kangaroos short in the top paddock (yes, that tells you where 
I was born), but then why are you bothering to read this, Hmm? Actually, it’s not as bad as that, 
because if you believe in prayer, then have already agreed that God steps in to change things. If 
we both agree on that, then this becomes more a discussion on one of the ways God achieves 
that stepping in.  

This "stepping in" is not foreign to Scripture, but it is rarely referred to. Of course the Bible was 
not written as a text book with definitions for everything included (even though many would have 
preferred that). However there are many examples where “stepping in” can be observed. Let’s 
consider the life of Elijah and Elisha, and the words of Elijah to Elisha that I often use and have 
paraphrased "if you see it happen." 

2 Kings 2:10 "You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah said, "yet if you see me 
when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not."  

There is plenty of background to Elisha, because we are introduced to him from the moment 
Elijah calls him to leave his family and follow if he dare. However prophetic training is not like a 
normal apprenticeship where things are taught step by step and the apprentice does the hard 
labor jobs till the skill level increases. Prophetic training is very different; it’s more like a 
combination of an action PC game and endless amounts of waiting when you wonder and hope 
God will use you again. There are certainly moments when skills and knowledge can be observed 
and learnt but there is more to it (see earlier vision articles and prophetic timeline for details). 

This moment in 2 Kings 2:10 is the defining moment of Elisha's ministry, and as with all prophets 
(at least all the ones I know of) before his ministry has really begun Elisha is being challenged to 
face hard spiritual reality. In other words before he has done anything, and when nobody except 
Elijah believes in him, and with nobody but God to help, he has to survive one of the toughest life 
changing tests he will ever have. All this is true but I suspect that this 'if you see it' moment was 
not a surprise to Elisha; let’s take a brief look at the ministry of Elijah and see if we can find some 
clues as to why Elijah made his comment , "yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be 
yours…” 

First of all, the request Elisha made was for a double portion of Elijah’s prophetic anointing. 
Knowing how much ministry trouble Elijah had, and how his life was constantly at risk, this is a 
strange request, yet it tells us a good deal about the character and determination of Elisha. 

I have heard a few sermons on the miracles of Elijah and a few on his meeting with God, but 
even though these are great stories, individually they do not tell the real story of how Elijah 
operated. Most of these sermons were designed for a one off purpose and were not really 
concerned with Elijah’s modus-operandi and certainly not interested in why he made that 
statement to Elisha, but for a prophet in training this is very useful information. For me the 
defining quality of Elijah's ministry was how he appeared to mix the physical world he walked 
around in with the spiritual world he could see, of course many would say this explanation is just 
fantasy - but I disagree, and will set out my observations. The whole reality of “stepping in” is 
different for different people, but I consider it is reasonable to say that Elijah’s prophetic ministry 
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was centered round it. He had his own way particular way to receive and interact with his spiritual 
vision. Let’s consider some of the major events he was involved with. 

 

Overview & Observation  
No rain …  

1Ki 17:1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the 
LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in 
the next few years except at my word.” 

۩ This revelation as given to Ahab sets the tone for all of Elijah's ministry, that is boldness, a 
minimum of words, an appropriate amount of show, and maximum effect. It is hard to believe this 
is almost the first thing Elijah did prophetically, because it shows confidence and experience. Also 
there must have been many provincial tasks before being asked to stand before the king. This 
revelation could have be received in either prophetic or vision mode. 

 

The widow’s oil & flour that did not run out  
1Ki 17:10 So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow 
was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a 
little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” (11) As she was going to get it, he 
called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” (12) “As surely as the LORD 
your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a 
jar and a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a 
meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” (13) Elijah said to her, 
“Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small cake 
of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something 
for yourself and your son. (14) For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day 
the LORD gives rain m on the land.’ ” (15) She went away and did as Elijah had 
told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 
(16) For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in 
keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah. 

۩ This is the open option – where identifying the God moment is the most important thing, and 
much more important than the option you choose because there may be a few acceptable 
options. There is never an endless supply of options, and I’m sure there would have been many 
that were not acceptable to God. It was up to Elijah to choose what way to move, it is interesting 
that he chose such a practical and visual miracle. These days this miracle is often reduced to a 
'use what you have in your hand' message, and that tends to ignore the reality Elijah faced. The 
truth about this miracle is far more interesting. His choice had a number of benefits:  

a) It would be a continual reminder of God's provision  
b) It would remind the widow to take care of Elijah 
c) It would remind Elijah that there was more ministry to come during 3 years of exile  
d) It would be a daily reminder to Elijah that life in a foreign land was a temporary 

arrangement!  
e) It was God's way of providing financially for the Widow. That is, there was nothing to stop 

her from selling some of the produce from the never ending jars to others who were 
starving (God is not stingy - the real question is, are people greedy?) 

f) The moment the miraculous provision stopped may have been God's timing mechanism 
to inform Elijah it was time to return and confront Ahab. 
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Raised from the dead 
1Ki 17:21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times and cried to the 
LORD, “O LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” (22) The LORD heard 
Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him… 

۩ One of the facts of Elijah’s ministry that is rarely appreciated is the way he 'acted' things out on 
a large stage. For others, the words they said were more important than the way they said them. 
There is very little recorded of what Elijah said, and what we do have indicates he was a man of 
very few words, but what he did and the way he acted out his prophetic message stands out for 
all to see.  

This miracle is an example of his acting out his ministry, because even though he was behind 
closed doors and there was no need to put on a show he simply carried on as usual. Since this 
'acting out' was the standard way of operating throughout the whole of his ministry it is no 
surprise to see him doing it when no one is looking. Having worked in the theatre for many years I 
can testify that actors are by nature extremely visual people, even when reading a new script, it is 
second nature to visualize what is happening. When God uses the senses of a visual person they 
will normally receive their message in a visual mode, and the words they speak are often a 
reflection of what they see rather than the other way around.  

Even though this should be obvious, I find I have to say this because most leaders and pastors in 
general are not visually oriented and fail to understand the significance of how this affects the 
way visionary people operate. If I had to create a profile of Elijah, I would say he fitted into this 
mould perfectly. Even though on the outside he appears to be a rugged tough individual, on the 
inside he is a classic vision orientated prophet.  

 

Prophets of Baal and Asherah  
1Ki 18:24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of 
the LORD. The god who answers by fire —he is God.” 

۩ I know people think prophets are mad, and I know Elijah was bold, but no one would do this 
unless they had a clear vision of what would happen. People have stood on the sea shore and 
waited in vain for a tidal wave to hit There are just so many things that could go wrong! This 
episode reads like it is a script, and Elijah is one of the lead characters of the play, he is directing 
the scenes and waiting for cue after cue to happen so he can say his next line, and that is just 
what a vision can be like when you see the real life version of it happen. 

850 prophets were slaughtered that day by who knows how many people and the King and 
Queen were humiliated (by association). I repeat, no one would attempt to do this on their own 
without a clear vision of what God was going to do, otherwise they would be guaranteeing their 
own death. 

 

Rain again 
1Ki 18:1 After a long time, in the third year, the word of the LORD came to Elijah: 
“Go and present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land.”… 

1Ki 18:41 And Elijah said to Ahab, "Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a 
heavy rain." (42) So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top 
of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his knees. (43) "Go 
and look toward the sea," he told his servant. And he went up and looked. "There 
is nothing there," he said. Seven times Elijah said, "Go back." (44) The seventh 
time the servant reported, "A cloud as small as a man's hand is rising from the 
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sea." 

۩  I love the start of this of this chapter, 'after a long time,' I'm sure it felt like an eternity to Elijah. 

Most of these chapters have been used a thousand times for sermon material. Fortunately people 
are seldom interested in preaching about vision reality, so there is plenty of interesting stuff left.  
An alternative way to look at this passage would be to list all the things Elijah knew: What Elijah 
knew should tell us quite a lot about how he received his information. For example, he knew 
where he should go to pray, he knew where to tell his servant to look for rain, he knew what he 
was looking for (even if he failed to tell his servant about it), he knew he had to persevere in 
prayer, not just proclaim it and move on, and he knew how much rain there would be.  

These were not just idle choices, idle choices would never have been enough, they are all the 
signs of someone that was not just praying for rain (he could have done that anywhere!). Elijah 
was acting according to what they could see in the spirit. He was following a revealed plan, and 
he was acting on a big stage. Of course if he was wrong he would have been killed for it, hence 
my assumption that Elijah was being very careful to follow the plan to the letter. 

 

Outrunning the chariot  
1Ki 18:46 The power of the LORD came upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into 
his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 

۩ This is an unusual miracle; in fact it’s one of those that makes you wonder what’s going on. 
You could say it was not really necessary because it did not really achieve anything. However, 
other biblical experience helps to make sense of this. Do you recall that Moses had to put a veil 
over his face after talking to god, because his face glowed? He is not the only one that’s had a 
powerful afterglow experience, in fact many experience it. The reality is that the afterglow is a 
reflection of the initial action. Sounds technical? Not at all, people make a common mistake of 
thinking that an afterglow is just a nice feeling, with Moses his face glowed because he talked 
with God ‘face to face’. It is not just a nice feeling it is part of the event itself, for an action prophet 
like Elijah that acted out his miracles it is not surprising to read that after an extremely powerful 
experience with God he was still feeling highly charged. It says that the power of the Lord came 
upon Elijah, but I believe it’s just as correct to say that the power of the Lord was still with Elijah; 
he was still highly charged, the miracle of rain was still building, the rain clouds were still 
multiplying. Elijah saw it was possible to act out this, so he just did it. These afterglow effects 
normally fade after a few hours, Moses did not need to wear a veil all the time. Unfortunately the 
higher the high, the more likely it is to be followed by an extreme low! 

 

God & the cleft in the rock 
1Ki 19:12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And 
after the fire came a gentle whisper. (13) When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak 
over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said 
to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

۩ This is the most referred to story of Elijah, in many ways it is consistent with other vivid scenes 
from Elijah’s ministry, but there is an important difference. This is the first major experience that 
does not appear to have a witness. This is just before he selects Elisha, so it is highly likely that 
the description was passed on from Elijah alone. What difference does that make? Well, following 
on from previous observations, it is interesting because no particular distinction is made between 
vision and physical reality (assuming there was one).  

This story flows as if there is no difference between vision and physical reality, and it is no 
surprise to find the elements of earthquake, wind and fire featuring highly. It may be that for Elijah 
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there was little or no difference between these things. As we read the biblical account there 
appears to little actual difference.  

 

Throwing the Mantle around Elisha 
1Ki 19:19 ... Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. … (21) Then 
he set out to follow Elijah and became his attendant. 

۩ Here we have Elijah acting out an extremely theatrical moment. Most people would have taken 
the quiet approach, and had a private conversation, but Elijah felt obliged to make a big show out 
of it. Elisha discovered right from the start how unusual life would be following Elijah. 

 

Fire from heaven  

2Ki 1:3  But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, 'Is it because 
there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baalzebub, the god of 
Ekron?' [4]  Now therefore thus says the LORD, 'You shall not come down from 
the bed to which you have gone, but you shall surely die.'" So Elijah went.  
2Ki 1:10 Elijah answered the captain, “If I am a man of God, may fire come down 
from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” Then fire fell from heaven and 
consumed the captain and his men. 

2Ki 1:15 The angel of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be 
afraid of him.” So Elijah got up and went down with him to the king. 

۩ This is the most curious episode of all; once again we have fire from heaven. Once again it is 
demonstrated to be very real fire, but it is hard to find a rational motivation and understanding for 
this. Many people are completely confused by this story, but if you have followed the previous 
clues, you will not be surprised to now find some understanding where none previously existed.  

It is not until verse 15 that a possible explanation for his strange behavior becomes clear. Verse 3 
tells us that Elijah receives a clear instruction from God. He is told to go and meet the 
messengers of the King. From the previous stories, we have become aware of how carefully 
Elijah listens to God and follows instructions. Having learnt this, we should not be surprised to 
find that Elijah knows where these messengers will be, and is sitting waiting patiently for them to 
arrive.  

What happens next is the thing that shocks western readers. It is this killing of the messengers by 
holy fire that confuses the most. However, if we can see through the strangeness of this act, we 
will also find the answer to the riddle of what it means.  

We find Elijah acting with a strong element of self defense. This is difficult for a reader too accept 
because their life is not at risk. But the real question is not why he kills the messengers, but why 
he feels the need to defend himself; after all, he has just been instructed to meet and talk to them. 
However, if we approach this from the position of a careful vision oriented person, the problem 
becomes clear. It is obvious to me that Elijah is waiting for the reality to line up with the vision. He 
has a message to deliver, but it is not just a message that could be delivered to anyone at 
anytime, otherwise he would have found an easy way to do it. It was a message of judgment, and 
Elijah normally acted out God’s judgment out with some demonstration of the power of God.  

So here was Elijah, he watches the soldiers arrive, and becomes a little confused by what 
happens. We would have made up another plan on the spot, but he would not move unless either 
the reality to line up with the vision, or he received further instructions. On the other side, we had 
some soldiers trying to give the impression that they could order Elijah to do whatever the King 
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wanted. Unfortunately both the King and Elijah knew that tactic had never succeeded before.  

The thing that impresses me most about this story of confrontation, is that Elijah has learnt the 
hardest lesson of all. He knows that if he stays within truth of the vision, he can not be defeated. 
Most people would have invented a clever alternative and play for time. Whenever we do this and 
ignore God’s instructions we lose! Elijah was certain of the vision and knew he had the authority 
to wait as long as he needed to wait, and God was happy to defend him. 

I note that at the right time, the angel of the Lord that intervened in this confrontation, with further 
instructions. This solution tells us a great deal, because the original instruction came via an angel, 
and was carried out. Elijah must have been frustrated, but he seems to have waited a period of 
some days for these instructions. It seems that he was now so used to trusting what he could see 
that without a vision he was not willing to move forward.  

One of the criticisms sometimes leveled at prophets is that they fail to take initiative. Considering 
the weird things they are willing to do for God this is hardly a fair criticism. It is one of those 
criticisms that normally comes from people that consider doing anything is better than nothing. 
However in general, prophets (want to do something but) believe that making it up as you go 
along is a waste of time because there is no power of God /authorization. Prophets believe that if 
there are no instructions then it is better to wait for them, because it is better to do nothing than 
commit yourself to fruitless action. This is no way to please people, but normally that doesn't 
bother a prophet too much.  

Another important part of this story is the fact that as a prophet Elijah was not really subject to the 
king (see – ‘prophet, priest and king’ in prophetic), just as an international prophet is not really 
subject to a pastor, Elijah was responsible to God the same as the king was. The captain made a 
bad mistake when he said “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down now!’“ Whenever God’s 
authority is challenged, especially by someone that refuses to acknowledge God's authority, the 
prophet has a possible opportunity to act. Challenging someone with a history of using fire, water 
and wind is a huge blunder.  

 

Parting the Water 
2Ki 2:8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the (Jordan) water with it. The 
water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry 
ground. 

2Ki 2:14 Then he (Elisha) took the cloak that had fallen from him and struck the 
water with it. “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he 
struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. 

۩ This is the final miracle of Elijah, and it’s no surprise that the basic elements (this time water) 
are being commanded. It is very fitting that the final act for one prophet was the opening act for 
the one that succeeds him. This hand over moment is a rare happening in Biblical history, and is 
one of the reasons why Malachi 4:6 says Elijah ‘will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, 
and the hearts of the children to their fathers’…  

No doubt this was the first time Elijah ever crossed a river by parting the water. A small relief for 
those that sometimes have trouble with their faith level is Elisha’s comment revealing how 
nervous he was that the water would part on the way back. For Elijah nothing changed, he was 
still acting out the miraculous according to what he could see was possible, but for Elisha it was 
treading on new ground. Scripture shows that Elisha would take a more reserved and definitely 
less theatrical approach but his ability to see accurately in the spirit was just as critical to his 
ministry. 
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Ascending in a whirlwind  
2Ki 2:11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went 
up to heaven in a whirlwind. (12) Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My 
father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!”… 

۩ I note that the chariot was there to separate them, so that Elijah alone would be caught up in 
the whirlwind – it’s amazing how many people think he was taken in the chariot! 

It is totally in keeping with the ministry of Elijah that God's choice for Elijah would be this grand 
exit plan, it was is just as theatrically dramatic as his ministry.  

 

 

A Few Misconceptions 

۩  I have heard it preached a couple of times that because Elijah had a moment of fear and ran 
from Jezebel his time had been cut short and he had to be replaced as a prophet. People say the 
most stupid things in the name of theology. In reply to this I will make a few obvious statements; 
or should I say, statements that should be obvious:  

1) Prophetic work is normally done in bursts of activity followed by quiet periods.  

2) Jonah was not replaced when he ran away in fear, God turned him around and pushed 
him back to Nineveh. There is no doubt that Elijah was afraid, but the truth is that he was 
told to stop complaining and get on with his job. An important part of this job was training 
Elisha. 

3) When someone trots out this nonsense, perhaps you should point out that Elijah did not 
actually fail to do any of the major work God asked of him!  

4) Because his prophetic work did not rely on anyone agreeing with him, Elijah was one of 
the most effective prophets in the Bible.  

5) Having someone to succeed you is a rare honor that very few prophets enjoy. Why 
anyone should see this outcome as a failure is beyond me.  

6) God honored Elijah by taking him before he died. 

7) Elijah was on the mount of transfiguration talking with Jesus - another great honor. 

 

 

General Observation  

۩ The pouring of the oil, the blowing of the wind, the falling of fire, the falling rain, the ascending 
in a whirlwind, are great signs that were witnessed by many people. Elijah is a prophet unlike any 
other, it’s like a return to the days of Moses with the pillar of cloud and fire, and the parting off the 
Red sea but different. Of course Elijah does not have the nation following him, rather the 
opposite. Others during Elijah’s era would have been giving prophetic messages, but Elijah was 
acting out what he could see in the spirit using the elemental forces of nature in a way that must 
have made many experience the full spectrum of Godly fear.  

The story of Elijah and Elisha is one of stepping in, or being able to take a vision and run with it in 
both real earthly time and heavenly time. 
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TThhee  BBaassiicc  PPooiinnttss  
OOkk,,  lleett  mmee  ssuummmmaarriizzee  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppooiinnttss  ssoo  ffaarr,,  tthheenn  wwee  wwiillll  mmoovvee  oonn..  

1) That unless Elisha could see what Elijah saw (or at least see what God was doing in 
some similar visionary way), he could not have double the ministry of Elijah. 

2) Elijah was not just praying for things to happen. He was not just giving prophetic 
messages. He was seeing what was possible, and he was acting it out. 

3) That by recognizing the visionary aspect of Elijah it is possible to find a harmony that 
links his prophetic acts. Without this, some of them are very hard to understand. 

4) That sometimes Elijah could see what was happening in both the spirit and in the 
physical world, and when given the authority or permission, he could create this 
spiritual/vision in the physical world, through a combination of acting and/or speaking out 
what he saw. 

5) This is not the only way of ‘stepping in’ but is certainly a very dramatic one, and it 
demonstrates that it is an extremely biblical concept. 

 

 

EElliisshhaa  &&  tthhee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ‘‘SSeeee  IItt  HHaappppeenn’’  
The bottom line is that Elisha had either witnessed or heard about all these prophetic moments in 
the life of Elijah as discussed above.  

Some have said that the request for a double portion was motivated by a desire to be far more 
effective and achieve lasting Godly change in the nation. This has some merit, but is extremely 
narrow in thought because Elisha must have realized that a double portion would not be enough 
either, even a ten fold portion may not have been sufficient for that.  

Elisha was a very observant person and would have noticed that all the time he with Elijah, the 
hearts of the people were easily swayed and lacked any genuine desire to follow the God of 
Abraham. Having experienced the ministry of Elijah he would know that when it came to making 
big changes in the nation, there was no point in expecting much human assistance or 
acceptance. In fact, being very observant he would have expected this enormous resistance to 
continue, and unless there was another powerful prophet to succeed him, he would have 
expected the people to continue their ways of convenience. 

So when Elisha made his request for a double portion of anointing it was not just an unusual 
prayer request with an ultimately positive outcome, it was a request made that came with a hands 
on understanding of what was required and what he could expect.  

Elijah's answer was also immensely practical. Elijah knew that to receive any positive answer to 
this request Elisha must be able to see things happen in the Spiritual realm and find a way to mix 
them with physical reality. Otherwise after all the asking, pleading and wishing were over, Elisha’s 
request would not be granted because he had not been given (or possess) the essential ability to 
see in the spirit. If you can not see in the spirit, that is through a vision or by being able to see the 
spiritual world (or a combination), it is not only harder to make stuff happen; it is simply not 
possible to do it like Elijah did!  

I have heard a few sermons about this change over moment, but there appears to be little 
understanding of how critical seeing in the spirit was. Much is made of the moment Elisha picked 
up the mantle of Elijah and struck the water. I have no doubt it was a very nervous moment, but it 
was the visible sign of what had already happened moments before. The mantle is the visible 
sign of authority, but the gift (in this case ministry) of spiritual sight is the real invisible mechanism 
that enables the relationship between prophet and God. Without this relationship there is no 
prophetic ministry. There is little point wearing the robe if you don’t have the gift!  
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It appears to be true that prophets were recognizable in the Old Testament, so they must have 
dressed according to a certain style, but unlike the high priest the prophetic garment was not an 
oil anointed vestment. The real anointing was the Holy Spirit within. There were also other 
important elements that are just as important today, like having a temperament conducive to 
receiving a prophetic message, as the scripture says, not all are prophets (now that would be a 
crazy world!). 

It is perhaps also interesting to reflect that Elijah was all too aware that no one else could do what 
he did, or do it the way he did it. His comment to God that he was the only prophet left probably 
meant that apart from the fact that most had been killed, he thought he was the only one really 
doing anything! I imagine these feelings were all part of the emotional statement that Elisha had 
asked a hard thing. It makes you realize that before this event Elijah was operating on faith alone 
that Elisha was up to the job. It is interesting to reflect that the moment Elisha hits the water with 
Elijah’s mantle seems to be the first time Elisha had actually done anything important in the spirit.  

It is my opinion that no one can be a national or international prophet unless they can accurately 
see in the spirit. I don’t include people that are often inaccurate (the 50 / 50 prophet) and tend to 
be burdened with personal, cultural, ethical, or political bias that clouds their judgment. Also I 
don’t just mean those that see some nice pictures, give some words of knowledge, and prophesy. 
That can apply to at least 10% of all senior pastors I know, but it does not make them national or 
international prophets. In fact the human recognition factor is almost totally irrelevant. It is not a 
matter of popularity or human charisma. It does not matter if people can recognize you, or 
conversely if people wouldn’t know you from a bar of soap!  

Most real prophets I know are quiet perceiver types that prefer to stay in the background. Being 
quiet doesn’t prevent you from being very bold in the Spirit, and having an important ministry. It is 
a matter of God’s authority working through you. There are moments when this authority feels so 
intimately connected to you it almost feels like it is your authority, an surely this is to be expected, 
followed of course by other moments when you feel quite stupid. What matters is whether God 
thinks you can do the job, and therefore gives you the work load.  

 

What is God interested in? 
1. The first question God asks is, are you spiritually responsible?  

2. The second is can you see it happen? (As discussed in this article).  

3. The next question is always whether the vision (and if you can check it, the real world) 
outcome is in line with the will of God as revealed?  

4. Fourthly, did God get the credit (or did you keep some for yourself?). If the answer to 
these four questions is yes, then God is happy and will probably trust you with more 
work. 

 

Elisha Stepping In 
One of the best passages dealing with this subject is where Elisha was already using his vision 
awareness and was interacting with it as he prayed that his servant’s eyes would be opened. 

(2 Kings 6:17) And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." 
Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills 
full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

In this example, Elisha was clearly a seasoned campaigner, and quite accustomed to receiving 
and fulfilling his part of the vision. In this case he may have been scared by the confrontational 
nature of having a whole army out to get him; he may have been shaking in his boots, but he was 
also accustomed to this visionary combination of heaven and earth physically interacting 
together. He just took control of the situation as usual. He stepped in and created the outcome 
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that God desired. This is stepping in! It is actually the opposite of showing off; even if it is done 
secretly behind closed doors it is all about bold humility and revealing God. If his servant had not 
shown such fear, Elisha would have dealt with the situation without revealing any of the spiritual 
vision. In fact he appears so skillful at this spiritual version of armed combat and spiritually 
manipulating real life events, that the passage is almost amusing. His way of operating is 
definitely more understated, but very bold, and different from the acting out of Elijah, but they both 
could see and operate in the spirit. 

 

Conclusion to Part 1 
I took this opportunity to do a long overview of the ministry of Elijah because even though there is 
no large label reading, “Prophet that operated by stepping in,” a reasonable overview reveals that 
he was a master of it. As a young Christian and later a young prophet I never understood the 
process of this. I just thought that people like Elisha were really weird scary dudes that must live a 
lot of the time in another world altogether. Yes, well funny I should say that --- I still believe it --- In 
fact now I know it --- Only difference is that now I've joined the weird scary dudes. 

(Enough of this worthless introspection that I'll have to delete later – but then again, no I think I’ll 
just leave it as it is!) 

 

 

SUMMARY  
Points covered, even if not directly discussed. 

That’s right it’s time to use your imagination, even if I have not directly discussed these points 
here is a list of some of the important issues: 

1. The act of entering in is part of engaging the enemy to achieve God’s outcome.  

2. Entering in, may visibly alter the scene before you, that is, depending on the vision, what 
you do or say might actually happen. 

3. A vision is not just a fuzzy experience about the future; it can also be about the here and 
right now! 

4. These entering in actions normally involve a combination of real life people, events in a 
real life location, and angelic beings.  

5. It is made available to you because there is a pre-organized part being offered for you to 
participate in.  

6. A vision scene like this is alive – already happening before you and because it requests 
you to enter in, it requires your presence to achieve the divine intended result. 

7. The actions performed within the vision will most likely change real life events as we 
know them, "when you see/make it happen" (Note the 4 questions earlier). 

8. We need to be careful of the paths we choose, because some of the people in the vision 
are likely to live with the reality of these changes (after all - that is the point of prayer!).  

9. We also need to make correct choices, because they also have a long term effect of 
changing us personally, and because we have to live with the fall out.
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Stepping in to a Vision (Part-2) 

 

 

RRuulleess  ooff  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt    
Rules of what? 

Yes - engagement! 
We could be cute and call it a revelatory interaction designed by God to inform the prophet of 
future events and bring a realignment of these revealed events, according to divine will. I could 
probably come up with an interesting new fancy theology that incorporated this fancy definition 
and made some money. 

Or we could just use a military term and call it engagement. This guarantees it will not be popular, 
but that is a good thing, if the popular ministry collective ever gets into this there would be far too 
many painful public and embarrassing mistakes. As can be seen by the activity of all the Major 
Prophets in the Bible, this is for the most part a private, keep it to yourself ministry. It runs parallel 
to the ministry of an intercessor, but clearly it is more invasive than any intercessor would feel 
comfortable with. After all ‘entering in’ usually involves spiritually invading at least one other 
persons comfort zone. It involves seeing, hearing and/or doing things that the person planning 
them did not intend anyone else to see, hear and/or do (Dan 2:19, 2Kings 6:12). These things are 
usually revealed in order to directly change the outcome or provide a suitable warning time to 
give people the option of changing direction. 

An appropriate verse used to support all of this is 2 Kings 6:12. "... Elisha, the prophet who is in 
Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom." 

 

 

RRuulleess  ffoorr  IInntteerrvveennttiioonn  ((&&  AAssssuummppttiioonnss))  
The justification for this is based on a number of things: 

• It is essential that the information is revealed 

Most things real international prophets receive are designed for private consumption only. Not 
everything in life is meant to be spoken in public or posted on the net, the more sensitive the 
information you receive the less public is your ministry and the less you can share and therefore 
perhaps paradoxically the more you can really achieve.  

(One of the odd things we have to regularly cope with are comments about us not doing much in 
church and therefore apparently not doing anything. Nothing could be further from the truth, but it 
is an assumption that never goes away. Of course if one was to find a fellowship that thrived on a 
variety of genuine prophetic ministry there would be no problem, but I know of only 2 such 
organizations.)  

• The details were delivered appropriately 

Some of the things Elisha received would have been of military and political importance, e.g. 
troop movements, plots, political tactics, etc. so the correct people needed to be informed and no 
one else! The ability to really keep secrets and reframe from sharing these revelations to show 
how important you are, or even generally hint you are important, is one of the key criteria for 
becoming a real international prophet. In the case of the prophet that acts or does things directly 
without needing to inform anyone - they still need to act on things appropriately in the spirit with/to 
the correct spiritual beings or authorities (and keep quiet about it).  
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The reason I emphasize this need for appropriate secrecy, is that almost every self proclaimed 
prophet I know tells every congregation they attend a selection of their best stories. No doubt they 
are hoping for more preaching gigs, but it gives God a dilemma, because he has to find others for 
the really sensitive stuff. This in turn creates the curious impression that people like Elisha don't 
exist any more. It is useful to remember that most of the Elisha story would not be known but for 
his servant Gahazi who later ended up travelling around retelling these stories. I also note that 
these stories must likely be true, because they were told to the King (& court scribes) who would 
have known many of them already (including the above story that included the King), and telling 
lies to a King is not a healthy move. 

• The fact that detailed information or instruction on what to do was received is 
reason enough to follow it through. 

In other words, there was divine reason for divine intervention in another nation’s affairs. To quote 
an old hymn, God was working his purpose out as year succeeds to year. God's covenant 
responsibility and care are strongly involved here. 

Once you have entered in, engagement is what you do, so there must be some basic rules or 
guidelines that can be followed. Whether you are a novice or a veteran, it's good to be aware of 
the basics. 

So what are the rules of engagement when it comes to entering into a vision? They are not 
complicated, some of them may be common sense (except that it's not always common enough). 
Also there are other vision articles that discuss this area. 

 

 

BBaassiicc  PPrriinncciipplleess  
1. Be Observant 

• Follow the various plots, even if you don't understand what's happening. Being observant 
is one of the key qualities of a prophet. Being a genius is optional, but good observational 
skills are not optional.  

• Most objects and situations will have some purpose or meaning (but not all !). One of the 
most useful pieces of advice I can give is to reserve all judgment unless it is required, this 
alone can prevent most false impressions before they begin.  

 

2. Trust & Follow the Prompts 

• Even if you can not trust anyone else you must trust God here. 

• There should be regular prompts how to precede in a vision (if you notice them), previous 
experience can be a useful indicator but one should not rely on it, every situation is a little 
different and some are completely different. 

 

3. Use your Existing Authority 

• Lives may be at risk, and even if that is not the case we should assume that life will not 
be the same after we have intervened, so be careful and don't exceed your limits unless 
specifically instructed. We will often be asked to build on what we have learnt before, but 
too much enthusiasm and launching out into uncharted territory can leave you wondering 
what went wrong. 
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4. Ask Questions 

• Clarify the basics as you go, or as needed. This assumes you have a good 
understanding of how to ask questions and receive answers on the run. Like me you may 
have heard many stories of people that have heard God say many things that God 
obviously did not say or would not say! 

Asking questions 

This can literally be asking questions, but I suspect that most people will lose the plot if they 
have to do this. If you often receive visions one way to do this is to develop an understanding 
with 6od. Those that are regularly asked to 'step in' will probably find themselves being asked 
to do a predictable range of things. Once you have established what that range normally 
includes, you are in good position to develop a few reasonably instant question / answer 
routines (Please note - the only reason I am elaborating on this is because I have heard far 
too many stories and sermons based on terrible, misleading and even biblically incorrect 
answers that obviously did not come from God!). 

For Example 

The 'nod' question - One of the regular things we are asked to do is protect people, however 
it is not always obvious who we are meant to protect. One way to deal with a vision that 
contains a number of people is simply to nod in the direction of the most likely candidate (or 
candidates). God understands our thoughts so no words are required. If you are correct there 
may be no response, but if you made an incorrect assumption there should be some negative 
feeling/feedback.  If you are one of the many that have difficulty understanding God's 
directions, I recommend you examine how God normally reveals things to you, this should 
also contain the seeds to unlock more accuracy in other areas.  

In fact in a vision, the more we interrupt the flow and question what is happening the more 
confusing it can get. 

The Yes or No question 

The yes or no question is a most useful one for anyone that needs to converse with God. The 
usual problem is in receiving correct answers. I have talked to so many people that have 
misunderstood God’s replies. Far too many of these answers seem to have little to do with 
God’s will. There are many reasons for this, in fact more than enough to fill a book or two. 
However, assuming you are able to keep your questions clear, and can understand the 
difference between a yes or no reply, it is an excellent aid to prayer.  

 

5. Ignore Political & Cultural Agenda 

• When it comes to visions from God, political agenda and political bias is largely irrelevant, 
but for many people it is almost impossible to ignore their bias. I have heard more than 
my share of politically influenced vision and prophesy - "it does not impress me much!" 

• Good guys and bad guys don't exist. There may be victims in any given situation, but the 
usual good and bad categories are a total distraction. Simplistic categories of good and 
bad are normally a rare luxury. There are normally a few good guys on all sides. In the 
Bible invading armies from Syria may have been given the go ahead by God but that did 
not guarantee that they in any way "good." People reading the Bible often make that 
mistake. 

• Issues of race, religion and culture are another distraction.  

Asking God to highlight what religion people in the vision are is a pointless exercise (and a 
little stupid!). This misses the real reason for the vision. The standard reasons for receiving a 
vision are to achieve a specific purpose, e.g. protect, save, apply judgment, or change a 
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specific situation (not about yourself!). Issues of race and religion will normally only confuse 
the interpreting of the vision and therefore also confuse what you do. 

 

6.  Ignore Spiritual Agenda 

The following items are also a distraction 

• Current spiritual issues. 

• Pet hates. 

• Personal preferences. 

• Current media ethics. 

It will be hard for people to accept this but to correctly interpret a vision you have to set aside all 
spiritual agendas, even preaching the gospel and converting the nations. When working at a 
national or international level it is highly likely that will be a spiritual agenda, but since we can't 
see the big picture there is no way of guessing exactly what it is or how complicated it is to 
achieve, therefore we should not try to second guess what God is really doing. In fact you may 
never know enough of the real agenda to understand it, so keep all of the guessing for later. 

 

7. See It Happen 

• If asked to do or change something, make sure you see it happen, don't just carry on 
regardless. It's vital that you develop an understanding of when something has or has not 
happened, otherwise you are blind and visions are for those that can see. 

• If it doesn't happen, ask why! There is no time to feel sorry for ourselves or start 
apologizing for mistakes. Our personal satisfaction is secondary to achieving a 
satisfactory end result.  

• Convincing yourself it probably happened is a very common error. With international 
prophetic action it is occasionally possible to find hard facts to prove you're on track, don't 
ignore these moments. It's important to learn from our mistakes not ignore them. There 
are plenty of people in churches giving bad words of knowledge and irrelevant prophesy 
because they do not monitor their accuracy rate, we don't need to join them by 
experiencing false make believe visions. 

• Once you have discovered the missing piece of any situation puzzle you can precede 
with the job again. 

 

8. Later, Note the Basics 

(Hab 2:2) And the LORD answered me: "Write the vision; make it plain upon 
tablets, so he may run who reads it. (2:3) For still the vision awaits its time; it 
hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seem slow, wait for it; it will surely come, it 
will not delay. 

 

• Note down a Mystery Revelation or Vision 

This is more appropriate for dreams, but sometimes visions are a total mystery or contain 
elements of mystery. When this happens it is important to note down the basic plot, including the 
elements you don't understand. This way it is possible to keep a small collection of mysteries. 
This is important because it shows God you want to follow through and provides a constant 
reminder of the need to improve. 
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• DON'T adjust, or reinterpret!  

There is far too much of this. The best way to avoid this is to write in point form a brief summery 
that incorporates all the initial essential elements and impressions of the vision.  

• Be prepared to wait! (Hab 2:3) 

Don't anticipate the interpretation. A mystery is a mystery, be patient and wait for the explanation.  

• Keep the speculation separate 

If you can keep your speculative thoughts and explanations separate from your brief vision report, 
it may be possible to stop your over stimulated brain cells from combining the two and then 
adding or readjusting by as much again! It is always tempting to make a definite out of a mystery, 
or just fill in some of the gaps from your imagination over the next few days.  

• Further Revelation 

Also it is wise to keep to all further revelation on the subject separate. This is a similar problem to 
the last because the information boundaries just disappear after a while.  

If these boundaries disappear, it becomes impossible to distinguish between the vision, what we 
did, what happened, our thoughts, other opinions, news paper reports, and the all important 
moments of God revelation that bring understanding. 

 

 

PPuurriittyy  oorr  AAccccuurraaccyy  ooff  tthhee  MMeessssaaggee  
If you really value your credibility and accountability to God, you will put this into practice. All 
prophets need to be accountable to God for the purity of the message. The purity or accuracy of 
the message is a high priority for God.  

 

Emotion V's Issue 
I'm not referring to the purity of the prophet (though this may be an issue for some), but there is 
no acceptable excuse or reason for allowing any negative personal issues cross over into the 
prophetic. Having said that, it is to be expected that God will from time to time (or perhaps even 
regularly) deliberately develop emotions within us. This is done expressly for the purpose of 
stirring us up. If God stirs us then we should respond and use these emotions prophetically. 
These can be very difficult areas to work your way through, but any prophet worth their salt will 
often find themselves trying to discover why they are feeling certain strong emotions and try to 
figure out what God wants to do with them (if anything!). 

 

 

God’s Motivation 
So what is God's priority in all this? 

Why would God give visions and pictures to imperfect people? Well we could have a lot of fun 
with this typical but stupid question. For a start, the perfect ones are very hard to find, there are 
plenty that know it all but they irritate everybody. Perhaps the perfect ones don't want them? Ok, 
the real answer is that no flesh and blood human being is perfect, but we all knew that already. 

A more useful question is what are visions for? There may not be many direct answers to this but 
there are so many dreams and visions in the Bible that the answers should be very clear.  
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• Mercy and Justice 

a) Rewarding Faithfulness 

b) Not ours! - Because I'm not referring to one off gifts of the spirit, it will be unusual to 
receive a vision about yourself, therefore they may be God's response to other peoples 
faithfulness. 

c) Implementing justice according to God's time scale. We know little more than the news 
headlines can tell us. Only God knows what the big picture requires, therefore God's view 
of Justice and what time to administer it will definitely not be the same as ours! 

• Keeping Covenant Promises 

a) God takes his promises very seriously and will find (sometimes unexpected) ways of 
honoring his part. It is worth adding here that there may be many generations affected by 
any covenant agreement, therefore they should not be made lightly, and on a human 
level should not be made with people likely to discard them later in life. 

• Ordering World and Eternal Affairs 

a) Informing his servants (the prophets). The more you receive the more often you will 
receive bits of information. Some of these are simply God keeping in touch with the kids. 
Some of this information may even be serious/disturbing, but why should it all be warm 
and fuzzy when life is not like that? God is not always warm and fuzzy either! 

b) Guidance and intervention are the usual reasons for an international prophet to receive a 
vision. 

• Answered Prayer 

a) Daniel received a number of answers because he was faithful and persistent. This is 
however not a magic formula as some like to preach. When making these sort of claims 
people overlook the fact that he was Israel’s national prophet, therefore there were 
genuine reasons for asking and receiving. I hate being a party pooper but there are other 
prophets that simply pray, get on with life and let the answer arrive later. Other people 
are simply willing, so God communicates with them whenever the occasion is 
appropriate, without even asking. To use a musical term, we need to discover the rhythm 
of our heart with God not rely on magic formulas. 

 

EEsssseennttiiaallss  
There's Only Two! 

Achieve an end result that is acceptable to God's plan, and let God keep all the credit. 

 

Last of All (Afterwards)  

• Find a way of internally processing the result. 

• Because last of all the goal is not to gloat about how spiritual you are. From experience I 
can tell you there are just as many regrets and feelings that you could have done better. 
Just give thanks that you finally did something useful, and that your name is written in the 
book of life, etc. 

• The goal is how you can learn and grow, and be or more use.  

• Learning from and meditating on the elements of your performance/interaction that felt 
less than satisfactory (this always keeps your feet on the earth) 
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PPoosstt  SSccrriipptt  
Here are some extra point form notes I discovered recently that seem to fit here. This must 
have been a very lucid moment, I assure you, my ideas rarely look so organized! 

 
The Cause, Effect and Assurance of Intervention 
Effective payer = permissible prayer plus the other requirements 

 Faith (that God exists and ...) 
 Caveat’s of circumstance 
 Caveat’s of ministry (personal) 
 Obedience (following instructions) 
 Observation (checking the results) 
 Make adjustments! (achieve the result) 

 
The Ultimate Question 
For the prophet the ultimate question is, after following the appropriate action plan, was there a 
spiritual stamp of approval? Depending on how the prophet perceives God, one of the following 
needs to happen. 
 
The Assurance Test: 

 Did you really see it happen in the spirit? 
 Did you receive assurance? 
 Were you given an appropriate scripture? 
 Did feel the 'Amen' happen? 
 Did the picture change appropriately? 
 In general, did you receive an appropriate confirmation, or are you just hoping for the 

best? 
 
Please – Don’t be afraid to admit when you get it wrong! 
A warm and fuzzy feeling is not enough - that may only be the effect of to much pizza for lunch. 
All prophets need to develop clear communication with God. This is a basic essential. Even if the 
situation is confusing, and the information received contradictory, the prophet must still be able to 
follow directions and achieve the desired result.  
 
 
PP..  II..  EEddiittoorr  
©©  PPrroopphheettiicc  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall    


