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An apology to the Receiver  
The following article was started during a one of those light weight throw away feel good sermons 
that is all the rage these days. However, rather than waste thirty minutes of perfectly good time 
receiving a pep talk I didn’t need I put my mind to better use. This article is definitely my opinion 
because there is very little Biblical material that speaks directly to this modern day prophetic 
ministry style (this in itself is worth reflecting on).  

I have probably written this as an apology on behalf of all those that for the most part are 
probably unaware they have been giving (for some it is perhaps up to 50%) incorrect prophetic 
words. The problem is that people giving bad prophesy almost by definition may never become 
aware they have done it, and won’t apologize; therefore I apologize on their behalf. A great deal 
of confusion can be generated by bad prophesy being imposed on those that receive it, so to help 
you the receiver understand how to sort through all the strange things people sometimes tell you, 
here are a few helpful thoughts.  

The following comments almost without exception apply to the popularly accepted version of 
prophetic word that is witnessed in church services from time to time. In fact the popular brand is 
about the only variety I have ever seen operating in any church for a long time. There are other 
forms of the prophetic, but that is food for another article.  

  

Where people can get it wrong 
 

Personality styled prophesy 
After more than 30 years of listening and observing people delivering prophesy to a variety of 
people types, I have come to the conclusion that some of the people that receive a prophesy 
simply attract a certain type of prophetic word/attention. It appears to be a personality and 
spirituality based thing, but it may even be psychological in nature, or an almost instinctive 
reaction to a general appearance or personality type, that is strong enough to influence what the 
person receiving the prophesy is thinking and receiving. If the person giving the prophesy is 
unaware of this it is a trap easy to fall in to; I recall doing it myself a few times. 

A common factor for some of these prophesies is the inclusion of a mini character analysis as 
part of the word. I think it was this character analysis that finally alerted me to the fact that the 
purity of the prophetic word was being influenced and sometimes motivated by external visual 
human factors and not just God’s desire to communicate something of importance. In saying all of 
this I am aware that I will annoy a lot of prophets, but it is the only satisfactory way of explaining a 
puzzling phenomenon.  
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Face reading 
On a similar line, I suspect that a number of prophetic types appear to be just as motivated by the 
expression on your face and your personality type as they are by what God says. Maybe I'm the 
only one that has noticed it, but this slightly unnerving thought has occurred to me many times as 
I've watched others at work. If true this method approach reveals a disappointing lack of trust in 
God. An expression on a persons face can mean almost anything! 

Face reading is actually useful, but it should be relegated to areas of prophetic confirmation. If 
you suspect you have received one of these dodgy messages it is best to analyze what was said 
with a little more thoroughness. There is no need to throw it out completely, just be more careful. 

 

Mistaken prophesy 
This is the largest problem area of all for obvious reasons. It is understandable that people will 
occasionally make mistakes. The problem comes when these are taken as true and acted on. I 
know a few people that have left churches to do whatever it was, before the error was discovered. 
Whether this arises from an error of presumption or an error in what was received in the end is 
irrelevant, any serious effects will be the same for receiver. 

 

Bad Theology 
Bad theology is an interesting inclusion here, but it is warranted because our understanding or 
lack of understanding is important when it comes to correctly interpreting the heart, character and 
motivation of God. A prophet needs to reflect the heart of God, if our understanding of what God 
is like is skewed, extreme, vague, politically biased, or just based on very sloppy theology, then 
as God's spokesperson we are likely to say some strange things out of keeping with divine will. 

Sometimes if it is on tape and can be replayed it is obvious. I have included a quote I read 
allegedly from a well known TV preacher. It illustrates the problem of bad theology perfectly.  

'Don't be disturbed when people accuse you of thinking you are God ... 
They crucified me for claiming that I was God. But I didn't claim I was God; 

I just claimed I walked with Him and that He was in me. Hallelujah! 

Does he read the same Bible? (See Jn. 5:18, 23; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9; 15:26; 20:28, 29, etc.) 

This was part of a prophetic word allegedly recorded on tape so it could not be dismissed as 
badly misquoted and denied. The stupid thing is that it seems it must really be what he believes 
because it was allegedly brought to his notice but he would not admit any theological mistake. If 
true this is both amazing and totally pointless because it proves it’s false prophesy. This sort of 
thing is like committing ministry suicide with anyone that knows the basics. Naturally enough God 
would never proclaim as truth what is clearly rubbish theology, therefore if we proclaim rubbish, it 
proves we must be talking absolute rubbish that is not from God and definitely not prophetic. 

 

Out of their depth 
Personally speaking, other people have given me many strange prophetic words that are out of 
keeping with God’s primary purpose for my life. Therefore these days I do not encourage 
anybody to prophesy over me because most of what is given (perhaps up to 80%) is simply 
rubbish that is all over the place and has no relevance or focus. I have pondered on this for a few 
years and found it quite difficult to understand. All I can offer is a considered opinion that since 
nobody really knows what I do prophetically and since generally speaking it is out of their sphere 
of understanding, most people will be out of their depth; when it comes to passing on something 
prophetic, if people are unable to understand the concept of the message they are searching for, 
but rather than say nothing, instead search for and find something else to say. There are very few 
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people with the prophetic ability to deliberately search out an accurate prophetic word in this way. 

I say this by way of helping you to understand the difficulties of the prophet. If you have no 
understanding of what you are talking about it can make the job extremely difficult. If you add a 
lack of flexible discernment to this, the answer will be a very strange prophetic word. If you have 
also received a few of these strange messages that appear to miss the mark by a wide margin or 
appear to be referring to something you did years ago and is not relevant now, you may have 
experienced a similar problem. If I might add a word of wisdom here to other prophets, when 
not sure what to say – say nothing and move wisely on; the world will be better for it. 

 

So when is a prophetic word an imposition? 
 

When it contradicts or confuses a life long revelation /direction 
God reveals things in a reasonably steady and progressive way. Human beings operate with 
short bursts of enthusiasm often moving onto new ideas before the previous one is complete, but 
God does not constantly have new contradictory ideas for direction of our lives. We should expect 
to have periods of consistent direction that last for years (at least seven years is not uncommon) 
before a change occurs; therefore if you understand that, it should be easier to distinguish which 
prophetic words contain strange and ridiculous ideas. 

  

When there is no confirmation of message 
Large scale changes of direction require confirmation.  Sorting out what is and what is not 
confirmation can be difficult. I recall consulting a wise friend long ago about this, because I had 
been considering a certain career path, and as if in reply had received an advertising brochure 
through the mail. His wise council was – never trust this kind confirmation! I have found this to be 
extremely useful advice over the years. 

On a more serious note, it is possible that another visiting preacher may give the same bad 
direction as a previous one. If this happens it may be that you are suffering from one of the 
method approach messages mentioned near the start of this article. However it is best at 
moments like this to call a friend (or two, but definitely do not use 50/50). 

  

When it comes from a visiting preacher with a prior agenda 
For a Church – When a visiting preacher gives a prophetic word that sparks off a change of 
ministry direction for a church, it creates an interesting dilemma.  

First of all, you should have seriously asked, why are we doing this? These ideas can often be a 
pointless imposition from outside the local square. The fact that it was accepted, may simply 
reflect the fact that your leadership was lacking in vision at the time, and the preacher was very 
convincing. 

You have to ask, what happens when the preacher with the vision leaves in a few days time, and 
everybody else is left to carry on with it – how long will it all last and what will the point be then? 

Normally some months or years later, no one can work out why these things seemed like such a 
good idea.  

      The pointless waste of resources (frustration) and focus these intrusive ideas create can 
cause real dedicated visionary types to leave the church in frustration, especially if they already 
had some good ideas and enthusiasm that were ignored. If it is a small church this can be very 
serious. 
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For an Individual – The problem is the same, when a visiting preacher gives a prophetic 
word that sparks off a change of ministry or direction it provides inspiration where there may have 
previously been some confusion, but the end result may be just as serious. Unless there is some 
friendly wise intervention to help limit the damage, the result will be a loss of purpose, direction, 
and perhaps even worse. It is a very rare moment that someone else’s prior agenda just happens 
to be the one you desperately need and can live with! 

 

When it comes from a controlling leader 
A leader that operates by exercising various levels of control (subtle or overt) is often unable to 
distinguish between a good idea that could make a useful local contribution to the community or 
an individual and a word from God. This type of leader normally lets a prior agenda take 
precedent over God’s primary direction for people. This is sometimes done by promoting an idea 
through prophesy and then following it up by a church program and reallocation of resources. In 
turn the authority for this reallocation is based on prophesy to complete the circle. It is a well used 
and abused sequence. 

 

Other? 
You may have your own painfully experienced category you could add in here! 

It is my hope that this will prove to be enlightening and empowering. Whether you agree with my 
explanations or not these general categories appear to be alive and well in the church, so it is 
better to be fore-armed with a level of understanding. 
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