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BAD HABITS (of Prophets) 

Just to show that I am even handed when it comes to pointing out problems and discussing 
them in embarrassing detail, here are some of the problems exhibited by prophets. That's right, a 
prophet revealing the dirty laundry problems of prophets! Wonders will never cease. The reason 
for this little exposé is that I want people to recognize these problems before they become 
established and hard to remove. Also it is my hope that more leaders and prophets will learn to 
recognize them, become concerned about these matters and work with me to teach good habits. 

These comments more accurately apply to the average local prophet, the occasional prophet, the 
want to be prophet, the pretender, the out of their depth, the manipulative leader, the pastor that 
travels occasionally and likes to prophetically impress, and the ambitious prophet, rather than the 
genuine article. However, we all make mistakes sometimes. The question is – do we learn to fix 
the problem, or do we actually enjoy the rush of performance (and then refuse to accept it is a 
problem). 

Some of this material has been drawn from other sections as seemed appropriate, but most is 
new. 

Everyone has a few bad habits. A lot of genuinely prophetic people are eccentric, and so by 
nature have a few more. It is noticeable that strange things tend to happen when people change 
into prophetic mode. It's as if an alternate universe switch has been activated. This can be 
genuine or contrived. Unfortunately it is also a universe that is sometimes infiltrated by rude, 
impersonal, irritating, even humiliating bad habits. Some of these habits are even flexible enough 
to allow the telling of a lot of porky pies in the name of religious prophesy. It’s not that people 
deliberately set out to lie; in fact the intention is no doubt the opposite.  

Over the last 30 years I must have experienced at least 150 visiting pastors and others that used 
the prophetic as a large part of their ministry. Also, having travelled and lived in a few countries I 
have either seen or been part of many churches. As I reflect on these, there are numerous 
experiences that stand out, many of them unfortunately are a direct result bad ministry habits. 
However, since there are so many people to choose from, if you know someone they apply to, 
that does not mean I know them! Many of these problems have popped up as regular 
offenders. 

  

1. BAD RECEPTION 
a) Bad Scripture Application 

Word of knowledge - Scripture 
Some people give a lot of advice in the form of inspired Scripture. A classic here involved a verse 
given to my London pastor. He was given a verse that referred to the drunken priest. Since he 
was a teetotaler, it was very amusing. It only goes to show that when you can, you should always 
check things out; otherwise you may be viewed as a joke! 
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I think this is sometimes done to add an extra stamp of authority. The theory being, that if you 
hand out pieces of Scripture people will think it an extra important word for them. Unfortunately, if 
the original thought was wrong, then the Scripture you associated with that thought may lead 
someone up the proverbial garden path. 

The Evangelastic method 
This is taken from the evangelist’s habit of taking almost any Scripture and bending it towards 
another meaning. In this case it is stretching the prophetic wisdom and application far beyond 
whatever it is you have received. It’s often tempting to do this, but I’ve found that a few simple 
words are usually even more profound, and certainly much more to the point. Countless prophetic 
messages have become confused by a misplaced desire to spell it out in graphic detail. Usually 
all that is added is an extra one or two hundred words; a lot of holy baloney to beef it out a bit.  

Ok, the last paragraph makes sense to me, but I have noticed that most of those fond of the 
evangelistic method don’t realize they use it. They think they are being true to Scripture, and that 
they are acting reasonably. In fact they don’t understand the difference. I know this is true and it 
is a human mystery. 

 
b) Words out of Thin Air 

Sometimes they are over 50% hot air! 
Some people give a lot of words of knowledge. Now there’s nothing wrong with giving words of 
knowledge, I like to do that as well; however, sometimes it seems that the speaker is unable to 
distinguish between the voice of God and their own imagination. It appears they are just saying 
the first reasonably inspired thing that comes into their head. For a prophet that believes in the 
sanctity of the inspired word, this is a very disturbing thing to observe.  

For a long term congregation member with an analytical mind these so called ‘words of 
knowledge’ are easily assessed. Assuming someone has taken notes – time, personal character 
and results will test the validity of all things! But of course not many people are interested in what 
someone said a year or two ago, so the make believe prophet (who thinks he/she is doing the 
right thing) normally gets away with it time and time and time again. 

  

 

2. WRONG ASSOCIATIONS 
a) Bad Connections 

Mistaken Prophesy 
Quite simply, this is piecing the wrong thoughts together. People have changed churches or 
dropped out of church because of mistaken words and assumptions. It is like building bad 
foundations. Prophets need to keep a firm grip of what is being given, the assumptions being 
received, and what are just loose ideas and tangents that should never be spoken. I have been in 
meetings where I’m sure that 50% of the prophetic stuff was dodgy or just wrong. It makes me 
mad as hell when you could do just as well by guessing or tossing a coin!  

Prophesy given to the wrong person 
Too many times have I seen this, when a combination of local congregation knowledge and 
prophetic discernment has told me the person that really needed that piece of information was 
someone else in the congregation. A classic example of this that I have seen happen at least a 
dozen times, is where someone has been told they will have a ministry of music, but in fact they 
have no real interest in music and are reasonably tone deaf. Time has usually proved the obvious 
to be true.  
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At least twice I know that the preacher simply pointed to the wrong person. This is just stupid 
practice, because there is no need for this. It is so destructive, and those that are given crap like 
this can be stunted in ministry and gifting when the leaders act on these bad decisions. The easy 
solution is to either give the message without pointing to anyone, or give it as more of a question 
that invites a response; that way you can check if it is the right person! Please be sensitive! 

 
b) Political, Idealistic and Cultural Bias 

The miscued directive 
This is the frustrating habit of following a reasonably accurate basic prophetic word concept with 
a bad or just plain biased explanation; it has caused many people to miss-direct the focus of their 
prophetic ministry. The end result is the right ball in the wrong pocket. I have heard up to half the 
meeting’s prophetic words confused and misdirected in this way.  

The effect of a misdirected explanation 
Normally, biased explanations only lead to confusion, but when a specific personal or church 
directive is given, the possibilities for disaster are increased at least 3-fold because these 
directives are usually delivered with a lot of extra emphasis. I have seen church decisions and 
programs inappropriately implemented because of this, and subsequently some have left the 
church.  

How can you tell when an explanation has been misdirected? If you know the history and 
character of the people, and you can recognize political, idealistic, cultural or even ethical bias, 
then it is possible to tell. In other words, if you have the sort of discernment and common sense 
that can usually see future problems you have a chance of correcting the problem. For example, I 
know of a church (now dead) that decided it had to prophetically prepare for more people by 
moving from their cozy large room into a local hall. It was a disaster, no one new came, the hall 
was not a friendly place to meet, and the members felt like they had lost a say in what should 
happen. The end result was a church that died within two years. All they did was trade something 
that worked well for something that didn’t work.  

 
c) One Size Fits All  

Universal prophesy 
When you see almost everyone in prayer line being given prophetic prayer for similar things you 
know that the auto pilot has been switched on. It may be appropriate, it may be needed, it may be 
good ministry being offered, but that does not in any way make it prophetic. 

Popular Prophesies 
Some of the prophetic things regularly said in church are very ordinary. The standard ‘I love you 
my children’ message is often just a reflection of a prophetic type having an extra warm and fuzzy 
moment. Don’t get me wrong here; I’ve said those words myself, the difference was that I was 
probably trying not to say them at the time! 

BYO (Bring Your Own) Prophesy 
I've noticed that when some visiting prophets do their thing it tends to reflect whatever he/she has 
been doing, with little or no adjustment for the local people or the local atmosphere. This is very 
predictable stuff. It’s not really prophetic at all. In fact it’s no different from what your average 
visiting teacher or preacher does, it is just spoken using prophetic terminology. 
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3. BAD EXECUTION 
a) Irritating Delivery 

Irritating delivery habits 
People that don’t do much public speaking, or are reluctant to do it, often develop odd 
idiosyncrasies. This is compounded by the feeling of urgency to deliver an important message, or 
doing something particular for God. For instance, an annoying habit that comes to mind is what I 
call the auto-punctuation habit; that is not being able to resist inserting phrases like, Lord God, 
Father God, and God wants to remind us, after every three or four words of the message. 
Another is using a loud wailing voice just because they normally do, or switching to King James 
language. This sort of thing may have been the unfortunate way we started off, but why are we 
still doing it? Even more to the point why do we put up with it? If we let people do these things for 
years without finding a way of sensitively suggesting there are other ways of doing the job, we are 
just preventing them from rising to another level. 

  
b) Private not Public 
(This section highlights a tradition of prophetic misuse) 

Airing the dirty laundry 
Fortunately this is rare, but prophets have been known to reveal peoples sins in public. This is a 
disgusting practice that shows no basic sensitivity at all. When you add to that the fact that they 
might actually be wrong it is the last thing that should happen! 

Broadcasting sensitive information 
Almost as bad as the last item, this refers to discussing sensitive and embarrassing details in a 
prayer line where others can hear it all. I have witnessed this many times and it simply not 
appropriate. Prayer lines are a bad place to deal with anything sensitive. It is no wonder that 
prophets sometimes have a bad name. 

 
c) Prophetic Presumption 
(More tradition of prophetic rudeness) 

Hogging the Stage 
You are not alone, so don't hog the platform! 

One of the mistakes made by almost every visiting prophetic type is assuming that because they 
were invited they should take all the available air space from the moment they are asked to stand 
up until the end and then some more. It is possible that there others in the meeting also receiving 
prophetic information. This more corporate approach may take a little more effort and normally 
requires a leader to give a little specific direction that it is alright, but if the congregation is used to 
occasionally joining in, and has some basic rules for how to be inclusive and responsible, it 
releases far more prophetic material. Also this more inclusive method will probably be more 
appreciated than the pulpit only, show time approach, because it provides opportunity for others 
to learn about their gifts. 
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