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I believe all prophets (& some others) see a little beyond this world. Otherwise they are 
probably not very prophetic, and perhaps not a prophet at all. I used to apply a very general, 
standard job description for a prophet. However, the more I understand the Bible and talk to real 
prophets, the more reserved I become about handing out the title. Now I believe that the 
prophet holds a unique place in God's order. In fact over the years I have come to understand 
that there is not just one type of prophet, a read through the Bible will reveal a number of 
prophetic roles. 

A prophet is not just a general description for almost anyone that says a few words or thinks they 
see a picture and want to share it. On the subject of seeing pictures - almost anyone can do that 
with practice and imagination, though accuracy is another matter altogether! A distinction also 
needs to be made between the gifts of the Holy Spirit (1Cor 12) that are available to all believers 
and the ministry leadership gifts in Ephesians 4:11; a good subject for another article. 

Firstly we need to understand a little about prophetic reception. Prophets really see things, but 
that is not all, they also hear, feel and even sometimes smell things prophetically. Does this 
happen all the time? No, thank goodness it doesn’t! However this makes a prophet reluctant to 
reveal everything, because after all, that sounds like all the classic signs of madness. The school 
of prophets referred to (in Kings) I now use as reference to understand that the true ministry of 
a prophet is the culmination of long term prayer, yearning and learning - in reality for most it 
requires decades of sharpening our senses and waiting on God - before one should truly given a 
prophetic position/mantle from God. You may sense it much earlier, but if you make the mistake 
of ambitiously grasping for it, it seems you just end up with a more popular public version that 
has much less power, authority and less insight. This sounds a bit like the classic story Jesus 
used of those that receive their reward here on earth. In all seriousness there may even be a 
sliding scale that allows for the proportion of ambition used and replaces human influence for 
God authority; God alone knows! 

Anyway, the one thing for certain is that there is a divine order for all these things, I have no 
doubt that this is all done as part of God's operational plan. It seems that there a number of 
reasons for the long ministry waiting time. These involve: 1. Eliminating as much worldly 
ambition as possible. 2. Developing a trust and ultimate reliance on the sovereignty and decision 
making of God. 3. Eliminating the future abuses that an increase of available power and authority 
will provide as the ministry evolves. Some would say that these reasons promote uncertainty and 
even suggest that God does not know what will happen. On the contrary, it proves that God 
gives us opportunity to make our own mistakes and in the process, reveal where our real 
treasure is.  

The life of a prospective prophet must have some basic ingredients. Assuming that you have the 
potential aptitude, discernment, humility, steadfastness etc. to begin with; there are a number of 
severe trials to go through; all of these are an integral part of the required training even though 
they may not be specified in any training manual. They come as part of regular life stages, and 
your authority is not increased unless you pass them. Whatever these tests are, they are all 
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essential and usually gut wrenching. Please note I am not referring to the usual personally 
painful issues of life; everybody has plenty of those.  

The growth challenges that relate to ministry are more specific. It may or may not be hard to 
specifically identify them as a painful ministry stretching trials; however there are signs to look 
for. For instance, are you being challenged to give up principles that for you appear to be 
essential? Are you seriously under fire because you won’t adopt someone else’s methods of 
operating? Are you being challenged to compromise with the hidden threat of loosing your job? 
Generally speaking these trials relate to external challenges on principles. No pain no gain? You 
said it; these attacks may go on for years! God takes human responsibility very seriously. He 
prefers to act alone rather than give spiritual power to untested people, people that will 
compromise at the wrong moments, or people that will just give up when the going gets tuff, etc.  

If I make this sound a bit clinical, the reality is anything but! God needs people willing to act with 
global responsibly. Why is there so much suffering in the world? Perhaps one of the reasons is 
that there are not enough people willing or able to do the hard yards required? I do not 
recommend the job of prophet to anyone, but for a few of us it seems an inescapable necessity. 

My study has revealed that except for Moses and Daniel (some of the time), prophets were not 
popular and were considered weird, set apart; trouble makers that often refused to follow 
religious and secular convention. They dressed, behaved and talked differently. They had a nasty 
habit of providing bad news that came true. The best thing to do with a real one was to kill it! 
Are you willing to be one of those? Well in the western world we don’t have to worry about that 
killing bit too much, but the rest sounds familiar. Therefore it is with a certain amount of 
skepticism that I read about advertised meetings with popular prophetic speakers.  

In defense of a real prophet, they don't normally use these anti-social things as a deliberate 
premeditated tactic, most of them try to stay out of the public eye. The behavioural things are 
instinctive, and part of the very essence that prompts a vision, they help alert a real prophet to a 
problem few others or no one else can see. 

  

How Do You Identify A Real One? 
Let’s get down to business and try to pin down some ways of identifying a real prophet. I should 
add a word of caution before we begin. Even with the following clues most people will still not 
know for sure, because it often takes prophetic discernment, sometimes a few conversations and 
detective work as well, but here goes!  

 
1. The first test I apply is the 'say no evil see no evil test' 
If the speaker does not believe in saying unpopular things, that is - the 'bless only' principle - 
then the prophetic message is already compromised and not worth the breath it takes. No Bible 
prophet ever used this approach. So anyone that believes in this ultra balanced approach can not 
be a real prophet. In fact there is no doubt that God rebuked prophets when they were slow to 
speak the truth, tried to avoid it or ran from it. 

Note: I don't mean using an irritating manner, being blind to how you are perceived, being 
deliberately provocative, or being unpleasant just for the sake of it. 

 
2. Is the message compromised by adverts? – Then forget it! 
A large amount of advertising always creates some doubt in my mind, but it can be hard to 
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quantify what is excessive advertising. One thing is certain, God alone is our testimony, and 
without a divine testimony, no other testimony is worth a cracker. Either God confirms what we 
say, or we should swallow false words, apologize, and learn from it. For a prophet the purity of 
the word is paramount. 

Product advertising by its very nature creates a dilemma for a prophet. Even though most 
probably have things they could sell, they would have to tread a very fine line. We have all seen 
and heard many examples where a little self interest has caused people or even thousands to 
change their opinion, or change their vote. This is the supreme difficulty for the prophet. They 
must remain uncompromised. 

 
3. Does what they say ring true? 
For example, if they are prophesying over a person, is what they are saying consistent with that 
person's life's journey? I have personally heard many examples of the opposite. There may be 
some new material but the bulk of it should reflect the character of the person being addressed. 

 
4. Is it scripturally correct or just hot air? 
One of the things that tend to be forgotten when someone starts to get prophetically 
enthusiastic, or starts talking about a brand new revelation is that there are a few basic questions 
like the following that need to be asked. (a) What is the point? Does this revelation have any 
earthly use? That is, apart from sounding very fancy and interesting, does it offer much real life 
application, or is it just a brilliant piece of personal revelation that should have stayed personal? 
(b) Has it been thought through, or is the logic full of holes? (c) Is the scripture being used 
correctly? 

Many questions could and should be asked, because all new revelation needs thorough proof and 
a practical purpose. 

 
5. What is their strike rate? 
Assuming they do work that can be assessed as true or false what is the strike rate? A 60/40 
result is not good enough, calculated guessing can achieve that! A real prophet needs to be into 
the 90% range with whatever it is they do. There is no point in pushing the boundaries and 
ignoring the results (assuming you can see them). There are those that would say it’s 100% or 
nothing, but I suspect that this argument is used more as a deliberate ploy to refute any 
prophetic activity. 

 
6. What is the Ultimate Human Test? 
Endorsement by others that have real prophetic gifts. This can get tricky, for instance I have 
noticed that people who think they are prophetic tend to recommend people with similarly 
ordinary or even misleading gifts. This is irritating and really makes it difficult to find the real 
ones, because an endorsement like this only means that their level of discernment is as bad as 
the person they are recommending. I even know of a genuine international prophet being 
rejected as a false prophet by a pastor that considered himself very prophetic. However as a 
general rule, the truth of 1 Corinthians should stand; the other prophets should weigh up what is 
said. 
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