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Prophetic ministry is allocated according to the wisdom of God. As 1 Corinthians 12 and 
Ephesians 4 state, it is a matter of divine prerogative. It is also appropriate that the only one that 
can see the whole picture should be the one that allocates the ministry positions, not just the 
normal human methods.  

That's all very well for God, but personally, to understand what’s going on I need a little more 
explanation than that. One way to fill out the picture is to ask, what criteria is being used in the 
selection process. I have no doubt God is selecting the appropriate people for the various jobs; 
the problem I have noticed is that we find it much more difficult to understand his leading. When it 
comes to working out what our gifts and ministry are, it appears that far too many people are 
operating in the dark. For instance, when it comes to looking for a prospective prophet, what does 
God look for? 

The prophetic attribute descriptions that follow are the result of a novel approach I discovered 
recently. I discovered that if we note some of the people God has chosen in the past, apply in 
reverse some of the techniques (that should be) used to assess and match the suitability of 
people for personnel employment, and then add in some good observation techniques, what’s left 
is a list of attributes that appears to fit nine out ten prophets like a glove.  

These things are like essential talents or seeds that God has to plant, nurture, grow and polish till 
they shine through. They need to be individually tailored to suit each particular DNA. They may 
even need to be sandblasted. Then over the polishing of many years, based upon the quality and 
type of precious stone that is being produced, God allocates the ministry positions appropriate.  

One thing that becomes obvious when you study the prophets of the Bible is that ministry 
positions do not just come in standard small, medium and large packages with the same content. 
It’s more like a meticulously tailored suit where a master tailor manages to incorporate all the 
curves. All the many variations of personality and talent somehow become an integral part of the 
way the ministry operates. 

Contrary to what I was told when I was a young Christian, enthusiasm and dedication by itself is 
not enough. That is just the starting point, the first indicator that there is something of great worth 
waiting to be revealed. This X factor also has to be adaptable, sustainable and flexible enough to 
produce something after a long and sometimes painful gestation period. 

The following list was assembled to reflect a notable Bible Prophet. 

  

A few of the Essential Attributes are: 

       Effective discernment 

A gift of discernment is perhaps the hardest thing to find in Christian circles. Various forms of one 
eyed beliefs are popular. It appears that the ability to see beyond emotions, a tunnel vision, an 
imposed agenda, or formula based theology and short term results is a rare thing. Why is that? 
We have to recognize that this is the gift of Solomon, it is not just wisdom. There are many wise 
people (though never enough!). Discernment is the basis of all true wisdom, learning, and life 

 1



experience. It is a mysterious blending of all of these things. Without it, ministry mistakes multiply, 
dead end theology can appear sound, and accurate prophetic interpretation is difficult to achieve. 

       Spiritual maturity 

This can not be bought. It can be fast tracked by careful mentoring and accepting the right advice 
at the right time, but unfortunately some of life’s lessons can not be learnt without pain. Maturity 
may to some extent even be genetic, but the Holy Spirit will still need to use all life’s painful 
growth periods and accumulated experience to sharpen it. 

       Response + ability 

Response ability is a willingness to learn and adapt in the Spirit (not just by reading everyone’s 
faces), to ask and receive accurate answers. It is the flexibility to actually change the way (the 
paradigm) you operate to suit the situation. It requires combining real discernment and be a 
sharper instrument for God. This flexibility gift is the hallmark of a prospective major gift. 
Conversely the absence of this flexibility usually reflects that a person lacks the gifts necessary 
for a high degree of accuracy in a difficult situation, therefore they may never rise to that level. 

       Humility 

True humility is often viewed by leaders these days as a sign of weakness or lack of 'character'. 
On the other hand the Bible views real humility as a great gift that is close to God's heart. True 
humility is accepting that there is usually no real imperative to prove a point, especially if it is only 
to defend our reputation. God is the only witness that matters, and our reputation is of little 
importance (Mi 6:8, Num. 12:3, Isa 66:2, Dan 10:12). 

       Perseverance/Compulsion 

Perseverance speaks for itself, but in an increasingly instant world people are now beginning to 
revere long term perseverance as a strange and rare gift. Combined with this is a strange 
compulsion factor that is part of the prophetic gift. This compulsion factor is a combination of 
prophetic power addiction, vision response/ability, compassion, and covenant dedication to serve 
God (Jer 20:9). It is almost a compulsive disorder. This strange compulsion factor, (if genuine) is 
God driven, and is one of the major things that those who say there are no prophets today fail to 
understand.  

       Long suffering 

True prophets don't enjoy long suffering, it makes them burn with anger on the inside because 
they can see injustice, but they can also appreciate that waiting for God's timing requires it. Other 
people that see them waiting for long term answers may think they have it as a gift, but they much 
prefer swift justice. The truth is that prophets are patient only because they have to be, they wish 
they could be allowed to do more. 

       Not over awed by worldly position 

As a general rule, genuine high level prophets do not feel over awed or threatened by the 
authority of others, because they have touched God's authority. Even worldly aggression does 
not affect them much because they have no great love of this world, but rather long for the next. 
(Num 11:29, 1Ki. 18:18 - Elijah said to King Ahab: You are the real trouble maker!) 

       No real worldly ambition 

One of the mysterious aspects of a real prophet is they often suffer from a worldly detachment 
and have little regard for worldly ambition. This is probably a deliberate choice and may be 
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displayed in a many ways. Their houses may be falling down around them, they may or may not 
be interested in the news, they are likely to have little time for or interest in watching TV, but they 
can be intense people. It doesn’t mean they don’t care about these things, it means that the drive 
and desire for externals does not impress them! (Mt 23:25, Luke 11:39, 20:46) 

       Respect for God's order 

Prophets respect God's order and can become angry with those that change and adapt it to suit 
themselves; probably because, these adaptations are normally compromises for the sake of 
hoped for success (and money). However, the prophet knows that compromise only breeds more 
of the same whether it works or not (usually it doesn’t), and of course there is no way of telling 
how much compromise will be necessary once you begin accepting it. Only God can grow a 
sustainable church or a sustainable society. It is a question of perspective; for example, prophets 
are more interested in the kingdom and the King than putting bums on seats and pleasing people. 

       Desire for God's truth/teaching 

Unfortunately there is a general lack of real teaching in the church today. Keeping up with the 
latest fads – small group general discussions, testimony, general evangelistic content and 
motivational talks (etc.) have taken over. Of course there is nothing wrong with these things; the 
trouble is that these days they normally replace real Biblical teaching. In contrast, because 
prophets consider that Scripture is prophetically urgently and alive, there is a natural desire (from 
a prophet) to keep the covenant of God and promote genuine teaching that reveals its truth 
(1Kings 19:10, Dan. 9:13, Zech 8:16). 

       Authoritative Boldness  

Here boldness means being effective, not just being blunt, loud, riding roughshod over others or 
getting your way. In fact loudness has nothing to do with it. Spiritual authority is not conveyed by 
the volume or quantity of words (Mt 8:16 ... and he drove out the spirits with a word) (Acts 4:29). 
Authority is a matter of relationship to God, trust, receiving and delivering God’s delegated 
authority. The quantity of words or the volume level has nothing to do with it. Also boldness does 
not equate with making a spectacle of yourself. Often the national or international prophet is 
addressing spiritual principalities and powers (Eph 6:12), here volume level, smooth vocal 
delivery, or visual appearance means almost nothing at all, and usually there is no human 
audience to impress. 

This boldness is making a stand in the middle of a divided and uncertain situation in the certainty 
that God who prompted you will authorize the action you declared and make it happen in 
whatever way God thinks appropriate. Therefore it does not require any noise, carry on, or 
exhibitionist behaviour; in fact it is much easier to achieve without all those distractions.  

       Little regard for money and cannot be bribed 

With few exceptions the Bible prophet was traditionally a loner or group of loners with their own 
type of dress and life style. There is a strong impression of doing it hard, and even deliberately 
going without. A classic example here is Elisha refusing the very generous gratitude of Naaman 
(2Kings 5:15). Can you imagine a Tele Evangelist refusing an equivalent donation of perhaps a 
quarter of a million dollars from a grateful viewer? Strangely enough neither can I (see note 1). 

The reason why real prophets do not feel comfortable receiving money from the church, is 
because it compromises their basic information reception from God, they need to be free to speak 
against corruption and conflict issues, even in their own church without the threat of having their 
salary or privileges changed. Therefore in general they prefer to do a secular job that avoids this 
or just do without. It is a classic conflict of interest and prophets hate being compromised. A little 
bias goes a long way, and they would rather do without than compromise Gods work! As the 
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good book says, the heart is utterly deceitful; once you take the money you unconsciously make 
adjustments whether you like it or not. 

  

Footnotes 
Note 1: My admiration for Jesus went up (if that’s possible) when I realized that there is not a 
single inference in the New Testament that he carried any money, yet he allowed Judas to steal it 
(Jn 12:6); what an amazing hands off, approach that was. 

Note 2: The above items are a composite list. Some areas will appear more important than 
others depending on the type of prophetic ministry done. However at some level all are essential 
for effective, accountable prophetic ministry. 
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