
 

 
HHaass  PPrroopphheeccyy  CCeeaasseedd??  

 

Has Prophecy Ceased? 

I am fully aware that most people including perhaps 70 percent plus of Christians think that 
prophesy is either a thing restricted to the draconian period of pre-grace in the Old Testament 
(followed by a fade out), or a complete con job these days, but as you might expect, as the 
editor of this site I disagree with both of these options. No doubt there are even some current 
practitioners that just make it up as they go along, or even worse prepare it way ahead of time, 
but this is the exception rather than the rule. 

 

 

TThhee  CCaassee  FFoorr  aanndd  AAggaaiinnsstt  
  

INTRODUCTION 
 
The Bible as a whole, supports prophesy 
Various arguments are traditionally used to support the extinction of visionary and predictive 
prophesy, some of them are quite interesting and contain some points worthy of consideration. 
However even the well intentioned arguments seem to the have been developed out of a 
reluctance to sufficiently allow for the effects of human co-operation with the Holy Spirit. In fact 
it appears that the anti prophetic argument is based more on interpretation of early church 
history and the centrality of the NT writings rather than what that Scripture says. I could just 
begin and end with the fact that the thousands of years covered by the Bible fully support it, and 
the New Testament apostles also fully supported the ongoing importance of prophesy in the 
church. There is also no indication that Jesus or the apostles considered it would become extinct 
in the church or the world around them. 

Some smart person came up with a good one liner that says, “God is still alive, so he's still 
talking.” This short phrase sums up the result of any reasonable biblical study. However, using 
this straight attack method is a cheap trick. Some fool illustrated this by using another one liner 
“I think, therefore I’m an atheist;” another straight attack that sounds smart, but is really just a 
stupid excuse for believing whatever you want. The frontal attack is often used, but relies on 
ridicule rather than real debate. From my point of view, there is no fun to be had if your first 
straight right to the jaw wins the fight knocking out the challenger before he can try his best and 
spar for at least a few rounds. 
For the subject of Prophesy and whether it still exists, there is no specific Scripture we can point 
to, but this is probably because Scripture assumes that nothing has changed and it is still 
needed, but let’s amuse ourselves and investigate a little further. 
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RROOUUNNDD  11 
The Bible fully supports prophesy 

The basic drift of the anti-prophesy lobby is that God now speaks through the written word of 
God, and the living Son of God, therefore has no need of prophets to speak for him. This makes 
a basic error of judgment that all prophets do is speak, but that is another story. 

The Round One position is that I don't actually have to prove that prophesy has ceased at 
all. This is not a cop out position, because those that believe the theory that prophesy is now 
extinguished seem to have largely accepted the opinion of others and forgotten that the bulk of 
proof is on my side. A few are presenting anti prophetic arguments, but most are just following a 
convenient line of thought. Perhaps we should face the fact you only have to read the Bible to 
see that historically the Bible fully supports the existence and importance of the prophetic 
operating in the world around us. Therefore the ball still remains well and truly in the court of the 
opponents to prove the opposite! I would also add that since they have to prove the opposite, a 
large amount of convincing proof will be required to redefine what the Bible actually says about 
the fallibility of mankind, and the fact that God always reveals his plans to his servants the 
prophets, etc... not just a collection of interesting theories. 

  

 

RROOUUNNDD  22  
The book of Revelation 

Another minor problem for those that say that Jesus is the last real prophet is the book of 
Revelation. To overcome this some have allowed for a fade out effect, which provides a limited 
amount of extra visionary time, but here is a major visionary/prophetic work many years after 
the death of Jesus. It is Important enough to be included in the New Testament.  

A bigger problem for the anti-prophetic lobby is that Revelation actually refers directly to Major 
Prophets performing great acts in the future. The two main ways to get around this is say that, 
a. they are genuine Old Testament prophets like Elijah or, b. the fade out has happened and 
then view the book of Revelation as not very literal at all, but that makes for even more problems 
when it comes to considering end time Revelation events like the rapture and the two prophets.  

The whole problem with denying things is the flow on effect, because all the extra contingencies 
you then have to deal with keep multiplying. For instance, following one of these through, just 
about the only way out is to insist that the two prophets of Revelation are literally Old Testament 
prophets (whatever two you prefer) returning to earth. However this is quite dangerous, because 
although there is a popular theory to this effect there is no proof. Also we know that when Jesus 
talked about the prophetic coming of Elijah before the Messiah, he identified that person as 
actually being John the Baptist, not a literal returning of Elijah to earth. Discovering that the 
Elijah that must come (Mal 4:5, Mt 17:10) was not literal, must have been quite a blow for the 
literalists of Jesus day (I’m sure they also simply denied it was true). Therefore putting all your 
hope on the two Revelation prophets being literal Old Testament prophets is not the best idea. 
The main alternative is to reduce Revelation to being just a visionary picture of the kingdom with 
no literal or specific information for end time theology. Of course if you allow for the ongoing 
work of Major and Minor Prophets in the world today you don’t need to do any of this ducking 
and weaving. 
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RROOUUNNDD  33  
God now speaks through the written word of God 

The supremacy of the Word 
There is no argument required regarding the supremacy of the Word. Generally speaking all real 
prophets lean towards the literal side and regard an attack on the word as seriously as a personal 
attack. Some of those that see in the Spirit have even seen the Angels bow down and worship 
God when The Word is read publicly. Once you have seen these things you can not thereafter 
forget them. Therefore you will find no argument from prophets about the supremacy of the 
word.  

Does the Word extinguish Prophesy? 
Does the existence of the New Testament Scripture extinguish prophetic ministry? 
This statement has one reasonably fatal flaw, having previously agreed on the supremacy of the 
word, it seems that the proponents of this theory have just backed themselves into a corner. If 
we use the Bible as a whole to test the theory that the supremacy of Word extinguishes 
prophesy, we actually find that the Old Testament books support the need for prophets. Over the 
centuries there were many variations but the role of the prophet continued.   

To work through this I need to identify some specifics about the role of a prophet. The role of 
the prophet is not primarily one of teaching or administering the sacraments. This is the domain 
of the priest. The prophet may do some teaching and enjoy it, but it is more of a secondary 
function. Depending on the individual many other talents may be present, but the main prophetic 
roles are God’s spokesperson and God’s interventionist. It is worth pointing out that the existence 
of the Old Testament writings did not extinguish these; therefore one should assume that the 
existence of the New Testament will not extinguish them either, because humanity still suffers 
from the same destructive urges and these still need to be addressed. Also it is clear that most 
people do not read the Bible or listen to those that do, therefore just as in the time of Ahab, God 
still requires his servants to act as spokespeople and interventionists. Occasionally this is done in 
public, but the vast majority of the interventionist work is done in the privacy of the prayer room. 

  

 

RROOUUNNDD  44  
The Miraculous Prophesy? 

One of the main arguments the anti prophetic lobby uses is that the prophetic needs to 
completely miraculous in character. They go on to comment on the inaccurate, confusing, and 
sometimes contradictable nature of what passes for prophesies in many Christian circles. Well I 
completely agree with the last part of that but not the first. I too find it frustrating that there is 
so much rubbish spoken in a prophetic manner. However I prefer to lay the majority of blame for 
this on the basic break down and total abstinence of New Testament guidelines (e.g. 1Cor 14:26) 
for this disgraceful state of affairs. These days it seems that assuming they are allowed to speak 
up, people can say almost any prophetic thing they want. No one except the pastor is likely to 
apply some official judgment what they say. If he or she is a prophetic novice then all is lost. 
However it was not meant to be like this. The error of the individual or the church should not 
cancel out the genuine article. 
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The argument that the prophetic needs to 100% accurate in character or else all prophesy today 
is false, is interesting. It is a very convenient argument, but it ignores some important practical 
points.  

First of all it ignores the digesting of the scroll (Ez. 3:2). The importance of this digesting of the 
scroll is often ignored. The prophet often has to eat it, and fill the stomach with it. It is sweet as 
honey in the mouth but after consumption it may be bitter and heavy in the stomach. I note that 
after 7 days Ezekiel was given something to say (3:16). Had he spoken earlier of what he had 
seen, he may have been inaccurate and possibly missed the main emphasis of the message but 
as far as God is concerned he would still have been a prophet! The notion that a prophet can not 
open the mouth and speak without the 100% total sovereign control of the Holy Spirit is just 
plain weird! We are not robots! 

Prophets are called to be emotionally involved in their work. There is no perfect isolated 
prophetic state from which the prophet utters words of total perfection without the interference 
of culture and prior life experience. Even when the delivered message is confirmed by an act of 
God that does not mean that it was delivered perfectly and flawlessly with precisely all the right 
words and gestures. It just means that the authorizing of that act was God’s intention, the 
prophet was asked to release it, he acted it out keeping as close as possible to whatever he was 
receiving, and God backed up the request. This is the real interactive dynamic of the prophet, it 
does not require the ultimate in perfection; it requires an intimate understanding of God’s intent 
and willingness to listen and act accordingly. 

Secondly, 100% instant accuracy is about as achievable as pure, instant doctrine (just add 
water?). No doubt once every hundred blue moons it happens, but the rest of the time the best 
we can manage, is to try hard to hear correctly, aim for 100%, and judge afterward which ninety 
something percent it was. The important aspects are to remain accountable to God and continue 
to learn. The 100% accuracy argument falls down is a number of ways.  

 It takes time (sometimes years) to digest the scroll and all its implications.  

 The point of 1Cor 14:26 was to help weed out inaccuracy and promote correct 
interpretation, not promote a concept of infallibility.  

 If some prophesy today is inaccurate why does that mean that all has to be 
inaccurate?  

 Just as numerous books were set aside when carefully selecting the material for the 
New Testament, it is reasonable to allow for a similar but ongoing process  be 
allowed in respect to prophetic messages today to allow for the setting aside and 
weeding out of inaccuracy (since the prophetic is ongoing just as the act of 
formulating doctrine is ongoing). 

  

 

RROOUUNNDD  55  
New Testament prophesy is a different style 

The Anti-predictive Argument 
I have heard it said, that New Testament prophesy and all that comes after it is a different style 
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or type of prophesy. However I can not find any real Scriptural evidence for this assertion. To 
change a tradition that spans numerous generations on a subject that is also mentioned many 
times in the New Testament you would expect to find some genuine evidence. Unfortunately 
there is no real evidence of change. On the other hand there is evidence of ongoing prophetic 
action. For instance, Peter’s prophetic words of prediction that Sapphira (Acts 5:1) would be 
carried out feet first; the words of warning Agabus gave to Paul (Acts 21:11); and the book of 
Revelation that is very much in the grand style of Daniel.  

In fact rather than say that prophesy has changed and is no longer predictive, etc., I would say 
that another dimension has been added. Now as a direct result of the fulfilling of the Joel 2:28 
that our sons and daughters can all prophesy (Acts 2) it would appear that the possibilities for 
prophetic and visionary prediction, intervention, interaction, and anything else have increased. 
Perhaps in reality prophesy has not increased a 1000 fold as Joel 2:28 may imply, but it would at 
the very least be another strong argument for the continuation of the prophetic today. 

  

 

RROOUUNNDD  66  
The huge double standard 

A humanistic argument 
Human nature is a very strange thing. On one hand western people will say that we don’t believe 
any of that prophetic 'thus says the Lord' rubbish, modern scientific and medical research 
provides all the answers we need; and on the other hand many of those that are not Christian 
are the same people that are more than happy to get their star chart done, go and visit a 
psychic, believe in meditation to a higher being, or get their palm or tarot cards read, etc. 

There is nothing more amusing than a huge double standard. It seems to me that what a lot of 
people are really saying, is that they don't mind too much which of the alternatives they use, as 
long as it’s not Christianity. Therefore people try out all kinds of things, even the ones that are 
dangerous, addictive, or make no sense at all. 

  

 

FFIINNAALL  RROOUUNNDD  
To finish this seven round bout, I can't resist doing a small but revealing exposition. One the best 
confirmations that prophetic and visionary insight has continued and is still operating today, is 
found in 1 Corinthians 13. I know this is the most read and listened to chapter in the Bible, but 
have you ever noticed this?  

(1Cor 13:9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part, (13:10) but when perfection comes, 
the imperfect disappears. (13:11) When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, 
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. (13:12) Now we 
see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then 
I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

The anti lobby has noticed it, and it has chosen to interpret the ‘perfection’ as the word of God or 
rather the New Testament. But if you really want to substitute anything other than the obvious 
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resurrection and perfection of the body in the perfect Kingdom of God, why not substitute 
‘Christ’.  

Of course if you are trying to argue that prophesy faded out after a 100 years you have a 
problem, because surely prophesy would have ceased at the first appearance of Christ. 
Unfortunately that would mean there was no prophesy in the New Testament times, so that 
doesn’t work because we know there was. On the other hand, if we say it refers to the second 
coming of Christ, we return to a more logical framework that does work.  

1. There's Always More 
When it says (13:9) 'we know in part and we prophesy in part' all of us know this to be true. 
There is always more that is not revealed; more clarity, more understanding, more of the vision. 
In fact it is safe to say that until we have been perfected bodily there will always be more of 
everything that we can not understand.  

2. When Perfection Comes 
Do we all agree that the world is not perfect yet? Good to hear it! Some have said that this word 
“perfection” could also be translated “maturity”, by using this they hope to change our 
understanding. The argument now is that we are moving to maturity with the coming together of 
the New Testament writings so that by the 2nd century there is little need for the apostle or 
prophet. This is very clever, but as in previous rounds some of the same important points are 
ignored along the way. 

 The Old Testament writings (the Torah) were in existence but numerous prophets 
still arose.  

 The Bible is rarely read or studied by the general populace and very few people go to 
church therefore the role of the prophet to proclaim and intervene is still required. 

 Only a severe optimist would say that humanity is maturing spiritually. It appears to 
be the other way around! 

In the Old Testament the basic authority structure of Prophet Priest and King remained despite 
the attempts of various leaders to adjust and change the way it was done. Perhaps this was 
because it reflected aspects of Divine nature. In the New Testament the prophetic role had the 
opportunity for drastic change. Instead we find that the prophetic role was just as vital as ever 
and continued to follow a similar course. In similar fashion Priests and Kings also maintain their 
role. 

Well then, as this 1Cor 13:9-12 says, prophetic stuff will continue until perfection arrives, and so 
far it’s been a long wait.  

3. A Poor Reflection 
(1Cor 13:12) Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

This excellent description of ‘seeing’ like ‘a poor reflection in a mirror’ accurately identifies the 
problem visionaries have; some see a clearer picture than others, never-the-less that does not 
prevent visions and prophesies arriving like homing pigeons when the time is right. The anti 
lobby has a basic problem in understanding the concept of prophetic reception; it does not allow 
for a prophet to process the message before we speak it. Prophetic reception is a many varied 
thing. In order to describe it a little a suitable analogy is that of an interpreter. Not many 
prophets see a print out of words, for most it is a combination of actual words, words sensed, the 
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intent behind the words, and pictures/video footage. If necessary all of these can be linked 
creatively together by God. Therefore the prophet is like an interpreter that strives to accurately 
interpret the words, symbols and impressions received and present the message in an 
understandable way. When Paul talked about seeing as a poor reflection he was describing the 
dilemma of the prophet, because he was a prophet himself. I intimately recognize this dilemma 
he is describing. Those that do not see in the spirit will not fully grasp this. God does not bypass 
all our senses he uses them all!  

Somehow the anti lobby expects us to receive a perfect word for word structure. This assumes 
that prophets operate like teachers in that they receive information in clearly structured 
sentences. I must protest here that not even all teachers do this! They have to meditate, study, 
formulate, and in the end discard many things that could have been said. The prophetic person 
also receives things in a variety of ways and must also apply diligence. A study of Bible prophets 
reveals that prophets are given their message through a variety of media connections. Jeremiah 
and the potter’s wheel is a well used example of an alternate connection. 

  

 

TTHHEE  EENNDD  
This then brings us to the main point and a perfect place to end. When we are perfect we will no 
longer prophesy because we can all know fully. People operating with a corporate 100% certainty 
of themselves, what God is saying, and the future, do not need any fuzzy edged visions, or 
difficult to understand prophetic words and concepts that require decades of studious 
consideration.  

It's time to rework an opening phrase. 
"The world is still is still a mess, 

We are still made of dust and fallen, 
So God is still talking."   

Selah.  

Am I longing for that time to come? Amen ... maybe then I can look up the heavenly 
redeployment and training agency, see what kind of opportunities there are for out of work 
prophets, and move on to another job! 

Here endeth this lesson and this argument. 

 

 
PP..  II..  EEddiittoorr  
©©  PPrroopphheettiicc  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall    
 


