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The Prophet you need 

The one that reveals the pure, undiluted word of God with love, 
that repentance may flow like a river. 

 

Base Reading 

Ramothgilead, or shall I forbear?" And they said, "Go up; for God will give it into the 
hand of the king." (18:6) But Jehoshaphat said, "Is there not here another prophet 
of the LORD of whom we may inquire?" (18:7) And the king of Israel said to 
Jehoshaphat, "There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD, 
Micaiah the son of Imlah; but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning 
me, but always evil." And Jehoshaphat said, "Let not the…  

(18:16) And he said, "I saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that 
have no shepherd; and the LORD said, 'These have no master; let each return to 
his home in peace.'" (18:17) And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "Did I not 
tell you that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?" (18:18) And 
Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left; (18:19) 
and the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab the king of Israel, that he may go up and 
fall at Ramothgilead?' And one said one thing, and another said another. (18:20) 
Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, 'I will entice him.' 
And the LORD said to him, 'By what means?' (18:21) And he said, 'I will go forth, 
and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.' And he said, 'You are to 
entice him, and you shall succeed; go forth and do so.' (18:22) Now therefore 
behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these your prophets;  

And Micaiah said, "If you return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me." And 
he said, "Hear, all you peoples!" 

 

The Ultimate Test 

Not long ago, I was again reminded of the ultimate test. An email full of suitably flowery prophetic 
phrases was forwarded to me by another Christian that I work with. It was a prophetic warning 
concerning a great disaster that would occur. Most of the email was the usual sort of waffle and 
padding (yes, I think it’s irritating stuff) that could mean almost anything, but it did provide a date 
when it would happen.  

This warning did not strike any chord with me (but so what? I can be wrong too), so I filed it away 
and kept the date. If something major had happened, and I mean almost anything, I would have 
contacted the prophet and commenced some genuine discussions on the world, universe etc, but 
alas nothing major at all was reported on the international news during that 24 to 48 hours, and 
the internet was also reasonably quiet on the disaster front. He did himself a great disservice that 
day. Once again the ultimate test was failed, and the bad reputation of prophets was confirmed 
for many.  

Of course the ultimate test is not the only test; prophesy is as much about content, purpose and 
attitude as timing. There are many reasons why a prophet might have a wrong date. However in 



the case of my previous example, because the content was so non-specific and fuzzy the only 
definite item was the date. 

I am not saying that we always have to be right, after all, detectives are not always right, even if 
they have a lot of evidence to follow. Never the less, the ultimate test is a test that must be 
passed more often than not! 

Much of what passes for prophetic today tends to be a combination of vague moralistic sentiment, 
conservative moralizing, and good advice that avoids all tests. This is the prophetic at an 
introductory level only. Many people could and do give this stuff without claiming to be prophetic 
or Christian. 

 

The Receivers Problems: 

Getting down to business, the biggest problem the prophet (and the church) faces is simple. The 
prophet most Christians want is a prophet that provides:  

 A pat on the back to the "beloved." 
 God's blessing on us for most of the things we do. 
 The OK to overlook most of the rubbish in the background, because we want God to be 

like a big cuddly daddy that's happy to overlook most of the bad stuff we do – in other 
words – a soft touch. 

This preference for human warm and fuzzy reassurance should not surprise us too much. 

 

The Prophet Preached 

One of the biggest hindrances to prophetic life today are the expectations created from the pulpit. 
People have the bad habit of accepting most of what the preacher says, even if some of it is only 
personal opinion and hearsay being preached (and even if you can’t remember it). 

The one prevailing view that is almost exclusively preached is that the job of a New Testament 
prophet is different from that of the Old Testament prophet, and that it’s now primarily to 
encourage the church. Sometimes this is taught by association only (i.e. the method is modeled 
by others), but the result is the same. I have some problems with this. It is a neat theory, but it 
creates a number of theological problems, for example:  

1. Human nature has not changed. Humans are just as devious and fallen and fallible as 
they were before Jesus was born, so where is the theological reason for the change? 

2. The church may now represent the Judaism/priesthood of the Old Testament, but who 
represents the OT prophet?  

3. This theory creates an artificial barrier between the Old and New Testaments. Yes there 
is a New Covenant, but Christians need to accept both Old and New Testaments as both 
prophetic and relevant today.  

I know there are differences between Judaism and Christianity, but we have made an essential 
error. The role of the Old Testament prophet was not to minister at the temple and address the 
believers; his job was far more wide reaching.  

Perhaps the problem is that we have simply believed what others wanted us to believe, because 
they heard it from someone else? 

For example, should we be exclusively encouraging? Of course not! Why would anyone but a 
controlling personality or someone that does not personally believe prophets are relevant today, 
want to reduce and cancel out the centuries of prophetic tradition in the Bible? 

The explanation could be as simple as confusing the gift of prophesy and the ministry of the 
prophet. This has been happening for centuries, and it normally results in a minimalist, let's try to 
avoid trouble approach, but I have spoken about these gift and ministry issues in other places. 



To reinforce some of the basics of prophetic ministry in both Old and New Testament here are a 
few useful statements. 

 

The following prophetic principles are still true today: 

 Without vision the people (and the church) perish. 
 The prophet should encourage people to follow God's purposes, even when it is the 

opposite of what was planned (guaranteed unpopularity). 
 The prophet must give warnings and/or advice as received, or the prophet receives the 

judgment. 
 The prophet must resist being blinded by the world (or the church), otherwise the purity of 

the message will be compromised, and the message inaccurate. 
 Biblical prophets did not conform to religious or political norms or tow the party line. 
 Real career prophets (the ministry of prophet) were, are, and should still be considered 

dangerous and therefore are not likely to be accepted in "religious" circles for very long.  
 Prophets were/are mostly killed (or these days ostracized) by the religion of the day. 
 The best opportunities for prophets are in newly established groups/churches, where 

tradition has not been cemented and it is possible to follow New Testament Biblical 
patterns. 

 

The Prophet we need:  

 Like Jesus, one that challenges our values 
 Provides God's Reality (not our easy options) 
 Provides Vision & some direction 
 Normally makes us feel uncomfortable when we are missing God’s divine purposes 
 Gets cross with us when we can't see we have missed the point 
 The one that challenges us to go up the mountain rather than travel around it a few more 

times 

 

However, the Prophet we normally accept is? 

 Comforting 
 Encouraging 
 Mild mannered 
 Challenges us a little but doesn't do much about it (i.e. no follow up) 

 

Normally we get the prophet we can accept, because:  

 That's the type we put up with 
 The rest get the cold shoulder 
 You don't talk to them unless you need to, because they might know what you're 

thinking/planning  
 The prophet you need, is rarely consulted till its too late, when discussions have 

happened and preferences have already been formed 
 People want nice, predictable, encouraging stuff, even if it produces little or no progress 

 

Why do we fool ourselves? 

There should be no surprise that we accept the prophet that meets our personal religious 
preferences, rather than any other version God may want. 



You may have heard it said that there were no more prophets after Malachi, but – yes you 
guessed it – I have another view on that. I think the "church" of the day had slowly stopped 
listening over 100's of years.  

A similar sort of thing happens today. People go around saying that there are no more prophets 
like Old Testament prophets. They say that New Testament prophets are meant to be different. 
Ultimately that means that anyone with an Old Testament type ministry will not be accepted in the 
church. The end result of this preference/expectation is a self fulfilling prophesy.  

I recall talking to a group of about 20 ministers about this. They were surprised to hear that I knew 
a prophet that sometimes knew "what the King was deciding behind closed doors" - they did not 
think they existed any more! I did not have the heart to tell these ministers that a real prophet 
would not feel comfortable in their churches, but it was true. 

Whether you see them or not, the various types of Old Testament prophets still exist, but they are 
not accepted in the traditional churches, and there are not many Pentecostal churches they would 
feel at home in either, so they have to operate outside the church. Therefore the church 
guarantees that the words and deeds of these real prophets are not officially recorded... And that 
means they will soon be forgotten (being forgotten does not bother us, at least it does not bother 
me, but the lack of acceptance does, because they are rejecting the correcting word of God and 
allowing church after church to decline). 

 

People normally don't notice the background dynamics of the Old Testament  

Example: Old Testament Prophets  

Normally: 

 Prophets lived out of town.  
 They wore odd looking clothes that identified them as prophets (it’s a good thing I don’t 

have to do that today!). 
 Normally they did not go to the temple (because it was either too far to travel, they were 

not accepted, or it was the wrong one, i.e. a Baal temple).  
 They did not write stuff down unless God said so (paper was expensive, most people 

could not read, and you needed a scribe!). 

We miss the importance of Gahasi, Elisha's failed apprentice who discovered he could make a 
living by telling the history of Elijah and Elisha, and told this story at the King of the Southern 
Kingdom's court where it would have been noted by an official scribe. Actually, this was quite an 
achievement, because scripture tells us he had become a leper, one of the unclean, yet was 
allowed to address the King’s court. I suspect we would know almost nothing about these Major 
Prophets if God had not arranged this.  

I have often wondered - how many "Major Prophets" are not even named in the Bible? The 
information in the Bible is not the total content of our spiritual heritage, it is a written subsection - 
a small selection that is supplied for our instruction.  

I can assure you that there are many prophets alive today. They may not wear funny clothes 
(thank goodness for that! Though it would make for good comedy routines), so they do not stand 
out as they walk down the street. They may or may not go to church. Sorry to disappoint you, but 
this lack of being accepted often results in prophets just staying at home, or roaming around from 
place to place. One thing is certain; they are rarely trusted unless they leave their gift at home.  

The truth is simple - God does not stop taking to those willing and able to hear, but there are long 
periods in history when leaders and religious organizations in many countries do not want to 
listen. 

Ugh, confrontation, responsibility, accuracy, decisions - they can all bad news!! So we all back off 
and work for conformity. We can never achieve conformity, though it seems there is much 



comfort involved in trying. But if we are ignoring Gods best plans, we will keep bumping into bad 
news. Perhaps we should just listen instead? 

Only if we can appreciate and accept a real challenge, will we be able accept a real prophet. 
Unfortunately, most of these people don't go to church. Decades of history tells us that churches 
normally attract conservative minded people. Inevitably this normally means churches want to 
minimalise or avoid change.  

It is a rare church that can keep pace with the society around it, and remain relevant. In fact I am 
yet to find one! A standard test I perform (to amuse myself) when I walk into a church is to work 
out what the delay factors are for music, liturgy, attitudes, etc. There is no standard time delay; 
each church is different and varied. However, I have found that even churches that consider 
themselves up with the times can have a 5 or 10 year time lag in the music department, and 
music is normally the most up to date element (and by the way, I also enjoy classical music very 
much!). 

These shortcomings are an understandable part of human nature, but it perfectly illustrates the 
problems God has to address. The thing is that God often uses prophets to highlight these reality 
delays. Real issues in society need real responses, not 10 year time lag responses, or policies 
that work directly against what God can do today. 

This is an age old problem; below I have listed some biblical examples of inappropriate but 
standard responses. 

 

A Biblical list of responses to a true prophet: 
The Weak-willed Response 

(1 Ki 18:17) When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, "Is it you, you troubler of Israel?" (18:18) 
And he answered, "I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father's house, because you 
have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals.  

Ahab’s weak will created these standard responses: 

 Deny the obvious 
 Accuse someone else of the problems you have caused 
 Ignore God's will when convenient (called – being flexible) 
 Try to circumvent judgment & consequences 
 Try to manipulate/deny the effects of judgment  
 Try to manipulate/deny the effects of bad/pointless decisions 
 Take the line of least resistance 

Throughout the time of the Northern Kingdom of Israel you can be sure that there was little 
recording of what God's prophets said, most of this summary would be from the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. 

 

The Religious Response 

(Acts 9:3) Now as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed about him. (9:4) And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?" (9:5) And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting; 

... being zealous for God as you all are this day. (Acts 22:4) I persecuted this Way to the death... 

The Religious spirit: 

 Is blind to the purposes of God  
 Blindness can block hope & fruitful vision 
 Often goes out of the way to persecute what God is birthing  



 Will see Jesus in history or recent history, not so much Jesus being relevant today 
 Is busy being zealous (sometimes also for God) 
 Perpetuates a “more of the same” approach for policies, programs & outcomes 
 Also persecutes those with the eyes of faith and most that disagree 

What did this mean for Paul? He was persecuting the church and Jesus because he was 
promoting a Biblical and culturally based understanding of religion, at the expense of what God 
was birthing. Paul found out the hard way that he was blocking God's will through the church of 
his day; and that God was not impressed! Paul was never the same after that. 

 

The Controllers Response 

Jezebel (Is there any better choice?) 

(1 Ki 18:13) Has it not been told my lord what I (Obadiah) did when Jezebel killed the prophets of 
the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifties in a cave, and fed them with 
bread and water? 

(1Ki 21:8) “So she (Jezebel) wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed them with his seal... 

The Controller: 

 Kills the true prophets 
4 standard ways - Rocks, Words, Attitudes, Policy (excommunication) 

 Uses all the usual bad and subtle religious responses to achieve what are really personal 
goals and preferences 

 Finds it difficult to distinguish between personal and religious motives 
 Can’t resist manipulating people and events (sometime even for the best motives) 
 Takes failure as a personal affront. 
 “The end always justifies the means” 
 Is not capable of operating any other way for very long 

 

The Foolish & Wise response 

1Sam 25:3 Now the name of the man was Nabal (the fool), and the name of his wife Abigail (the 
wise). The woman was of good understanding and beautiful, but the man was churlish and ill-
behaved 

Foolish 

 Blind (and can not see it) 
 Stupid but may not know it (may even think they have brilliant ideas) 
 Creates problems but often does not see the flow on consequences, and therefore will 

not want to accept or believe they caused them. 

Wise 

 Normally sees multiple problems & opportunities 
 Often sees too much (can be confusing) 
 Sometimes doesn't know where to start 
 Sees blindness in action, and plans that can only lead to spiritual death. These things are 

depressing to observe, and very difficult to change. 
 Gives advice that is often not accepted by the blind and foolish. 

 

The False Leaders Response: 

Please note that most of the following is done subconsciously. 



 To deliberately and/or unconsciously be true to personal leadership insecurities (these 
insecurities are often concealed) 

 Control all perceived threats by open and subtle means 
 Take over or subdue most good ideas 
 Can believe they are doing God’s will even if it’s the opposite 
 Will tend to schedule a 2 to 1 superiority of personal support into all important events  
 Will hog the limelight when possible 
 Willing to praise others only if they tow the line and stay in the background (or are no 

potential threat) 

  (Lk 11:48) So you are witnesses and consent to the deeds of your fathers; for they killed them, 
and you build their tombs.  (11:49) Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, 'I will send them 
prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute, 

(Mt 23:37) "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you... 

(1 Thes 2:15) who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease 
God 

 

Final Words 

It becomes obvious that a true prophet (if you can find one) will only be part of the "wise" group, 
and therefore will not feel at home with any group that tends to choose easy options.  

My walk with God has provided me with many visual examples of churches choosing “the prophet 
you want,” or more often, no prophet at all. This is not surprising, but it is always disappointing. 
Religion often tends to be an opiate of the people, but Christianity was not intended to be like 
that.  

No wonder Old Testament prophets lived in the outer regions. 
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