
A Prophesy about the 2008 Recession 
and the American election 

 
Here are some comments I passed on to a friend in early 2009. She sent me this 

prophesy, and I found it rather annoying. Now that I have started a “bad prophesy – 
please learn from it” section I have resurrected it.  

 
Re: A reply to the Steve Foss Prophetic Message/Warning 
For the full prophesy as sent to me, see page 6 to 9. 

 
1. Unprecedented wealth in the last decade? (1998-2008)  

“Multitudes of people were able to sell real estate before the housing market collapse, and 
received incredible transfers of wealth.” 

Incredible transfers of wealth? No I haven’t noticed that, and I’m not sure many would 
agree with him; it’s been a prosperous time, but let’s not go overboard. The only thing 
unprecedented has been the rise in executive salaries.  

Please tell me honestly – how can you say that there has been unprecedented growth 
when the stock market took a huge hit, and house values have dropped dramatically? It 
will take many years to regain these losses. 

Oh, I get it. He meant unprecedented wealth for some (those that could sell their 
excess property and shares in time), and disaster for most of the others! Yes that is true, 
but how is that good? 

The last 10 years have been reasonably prosperous in most of the western countries 
of the world, if you have eyes to see the fall coming. Of course it is nothing much to do 
with George Bush, they have been reasonable years in most places around the world. 
These things tend to go in cycles that are not difficult to predict – And yes I agree that 
the next five years at the very least will be difficult – but I don’t need to be prophetic to 
know that. I may be a prophet, but without being prophetic at all I predicted that. Two 
years ago (2007), I started warning my son that the housing market was almost at its 
peak, so be very careful of buying property, it is likely to drop 10% or even more. If he 
was into shares, I would have warned him about those too! 

Tell me, if they were such good years and George Bush a good president, why did 
the U.S. deficit keep going up? In good years it must go down, or the good years have 
been wasted, and a president who wastes a lot of good years can be never be viewed 
as a good president. 

 
2. More millionaires?  

“If you look at the wealth created, there were more millionaires created in the last eight years 
than any time in history.” 

Yes of course there are more millionaires. Inflation (etc.) guarantees that anyone in 
the western world with a house is close to being a millionaire now. If you have a house 



and some shares you probably are a millionaire even if you have not done the math. 
This multiplying of millionaires has little to do with wealth creation, or any particular 
president.   

This prophesy was written after some thought, but apparently not enough thought to 
work out the real logical reason this is happening.  

 
3. A big recession?  

Yes it could be true. It will certainly be felt hard in the US, because that’s where it all 
started. If Bush had wanted to do something really useful, he could have taken some 
steps to deal with the sub-prime problem that had been brewing for all of his 8 years in 
office.  

Many people in the industry did know about the sub-prime loan problem (and other 
problems), and were making noise about it. They were being ignored by those making 
money and dodging trouble, but that is exactly what government is meant to monitor isn’t 
it? 

 
4. “…while he was speaking I saw all a powerful spirit of violence coming 
out of his spirit…” 

Ok, points one two and three don’t bother me that much, they are just annoying, 
however I do take exception to this sort of rubbish. It’s hard to know what makes people 
say stuff like this. Sometimes I think Christian leaders are just weird! If you receive stuff 
like this, and don’t know who it refers to – fair enough, that makes it difficult.  But what 
kind of discernment would tell you this applies to Obama?  

Sometimes I despair at the state of the prophetic in the church! Surely there must 
have been a few warning lights flashing saying, “Hmm, maybe I got this wrong?” No, 
apparently he saw no warning lights at all.  

This is not a warning prophesy, it is a defamatory prophesy. Before you make 
defamatory statements you want some proof of what you are claiming – a vision without 
proof is not enough. Apparently Steve Foss waited some time before publishing this, so 
where is the proof. If there are no examples you can point to, it is a defamatory 
statement. Why should church leaders get away with that?  

I’ll get straight to the point, there is NO powerful spirit of violence coming out of his 
spirit. Someone needs to seriously remind Steve Foss about this one in a few years 
time, and then start up a campaign for him to issue an official if belated apology. People 
need to take responsibility for their bad prophesy, especially if it is defamatory like this is. 

Do I think he will apologize? No, I don’t think he will. People that give a bit of bad 
prophesy rarely apologize. He will either ignore it and carry on (if this happens he has 
done it before); or he will try to duck and weave his way out of it.  

I think I got a little exited there I think – but stupidity in God’s name gets me stirred. 
Have we forgotten that both the Bush’s and other Presidents were the ones that started 
or fueled wars on foreign soil? If you want see violence of the human spirit you only have 
to look there. Oh that’s right – we called those justified humanitarian wars didn’t we? At 
the end of Obama’s time I expect we will note that he tried to scale back the level of 
American “violence” being exported to the world.  



 
5. God said, "It depends on the Christians." 

Now that is sensible, but not at all prophetic. Any Christian will and does say this, but 
actually, it is not always right. Many times God has to use non-Christians because there 
is a great need to change things that Christians do not want to change. 

 
6. “I am not going to endorse a candidate, nor am I telling anyone who to 
vote for.” 

Who is he fooling? What else is he doing? There is nothing subtle here; this is the 
sledge hammer approach. This prophesy is extremely political, and extremely divisive. 

 
7. The most ungodly president?  

Must admit, I was not impressed by the Godliness of last Bush. You see I am more 
interested in what people do, than what they say. Now we will all wait and see what 
Obama does. One thing is for sure – he will not have an easy time. All recessions are 
painful and there will be many difficulties. There will be pain and anger from those doing 
it hard. 

As someone not caught up in US politics, this prophesy sounds politically motivated. 
It may be motivated on a subconscious level, but it is easy to see. 

Many Christians these days don’t like to rock the boat, even in response to extreme 
stuff like this. However there are plenty of prophets in the Bible that were bold enough to 
speak up and risk being unpopular. We should not leave it up to the non-Christians to be 
sensible for us.  

The big question is – when we hear biased prophesy, will we recognize it for what it 
is? Far too many do not. 

If this prophesy was motivated by God, then when he “heard” the prophetic thought 
“ungodly” I think he really heard that Obama is not “conservative minded”. Not all 
Christians are “conservative minded” and thank God there is a little variety out there. We 
would be truly lost without it. It does not however mean that he is ungodly. 

Let’s be Scriptural for a moment. What would a Godly president do? These would do 
for a start. 

James 1:27  Show no partiality (very hard to do in politics).  
Mat 25:40  ‘…as you did it to the least of these… you did it to me.’ 
Micah 6:8  He has showed you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
8. “…the rage that would be unleashed against those who oppose and 
stand in the way of Barack Obama's agenda.” 
There are a few issues here 

What sort of rage is he talking about? Rage about what? Answer – apart from 
“violence” we are not told! Therefore the reader will end up making an association 
according to their imagination. This will rarely be the one the prophet intended. 



Vagueness is an emotive tool often used by prophets, and one I don’t like much. 

All presidents are meant to have an agenda – we elect people to do the things they 
said they wanted to do – that’s why they were elected…  

Unlike the writer of this prophesy, I have heard observers of Obama say that he likes 
to “work the room” and find out what good ideas people have. This means he has leant 
to appreciate the value of statistics and consensus and other ideas, not just the weight of 
party agenda, personal opinion and strong personality. This is not the personality type of 
a man that will unleash rage and violence.  

In a recession, there is always a bit of rage going around. In fact you have to actively 
put it out. It comes from ordinary people doing it hard. 

I suspect Obama will prove to be a man that actively tries to draw people together 
and put out outbreaks of rage (i.e. the opposite of this prophesy!), though this will be a 
hard gig! 

 
9. “Never in my 22 years of ministry have I seen such a spirit of delusion 
released upon our country.” 

You cannot make a statement like this without qualifying what it means, and for the 
most part there is little qualification! A few general comments are not enough. Without 
real data this is just scare mongering. Prophesy should never employ scare mongering 
tactics. 

 
 
The Bottom Line 
Four Years Later  
(… it’s 2013 already – how time flies!) 

I think this prophesy was all mixed up. Some things are the wrong way around, and 
some are just make believe. Knowing Bush and Obama are going to win did not require 
any prophetic insight. Both of them stood out from the pack. Even after a tough 4 years, 
when most of the world’s leaders have been thrown out, it easy to see that Obama 
would be reelected. Things became a little tight, but from the other side of the world we 
could tell he was going to win.  

Before the last candidates were chosen, a radio station DJ had a running bet with a 
reporter on who the Republican opposition on the 2 candidates that would be chosen 
and who would win the Presidency. No money was put on the line because they both 
agreed on both of these outcomes. I also agreed with them. If we can do that from where 
we live, then surely most Americans can do that as well. Claiming this sort of thing as 
prophetic insight is a bit strange. 

Trying to be nice, I think this (style of prophesy) might be a classic case of someone 
that does not primarily receive prophesy in words – not everyone does.  It is possible to 
receive prophesy in a combination of pictures, impressions and words. If we interpret 
some (or many) of them incorrectly then the prophesy will end up incorrect by the same 
amount. I have seen a number of people do this. Especially when there is a strong 
element of politics involved. Sometimes when people have learnt incorrect thought 
associations, they just keep repeating the same mistakes. The more a mistake is 



practiced, the more the mistake is accepted as correct. When you put a few of them 
together – look out! 

One church I know of was half demolished by this sort of prophetic error from a 
visiting preacher. His word was acted on, and the consequences were drastic. Of course 
he just happily carried on to the next church blissfully unaware of what he had done. But 
4 years later, that church had still not recovered.  

There are also many people that simply find it hard to tell the difference between 
God’s small voice and their own small voice. I used to work with a pastor like this – he 
regularly dropped “clangers” when using the gifts of the Spirit, but he rarely noticed, and 
did not like to admit it when it was obvious to others (and he is not alone). 

The style of this prophesy, is one of short prophetic statements padded out with 
personal opinion. Personal opinion heavily colors and qualifies a prophesy. The usual 
problem with this style is that the prophet tends to reinterpret the information received. 
For example it would be just as possible for me to rework this message in a more central 
political view. The result would be drastically different. I imagine someone could do it 
with a left field political view, the result of that would be unrecognizably different. 

So how do you make this style of prophesy work? If we are required to add 
commentary, we need to make sure that the prophetic words stand clearly alone! I 
recommend starting with the straight prophesy. Then, in a separate section we can mix 
our personal opinions with prophesy. It is very important to make this distinction. If you 
can’t resist adding a little political commentary, then perhaps you should just stop after 
writing down the prophesy! 

It may make you popular to cross the line prophetically, but it does not make for 
accurate prophesy. 

Time reveals many things. So far we can see that the prophesy was largely wrong. It 
has of course been a difficult time, and most countries are still trying to control their 
deficits and get some economic growth happening. There has been a level of violence in 
many countries, but not much in America! – so much for the “violent spirit coming out 
of his mouth.” If the prophesy had been true, there would have been a significant 
doubling or even tripling of violence in America.  

Fortunately this did not happen. The writer of this prophesy indicated a definite 
increase of “rage and violence” but there has been little more than the frustration you 
would expect in a recession.  

We now all know that the world economic collapse could have been largely avoided, if 
companies has been forced to confront their bad practices much earlier, though some 
still like to believe it was inevitable.  

Unfortunately no one had the political guts to take the warnings seriously, dig deeper, 
and confront the problems. Intervention 4 years earlier would have had a significant 
beneficial effect. I was telling anyone that was interested that a property and investment 
collapse because I heard these early warnings about two years before the collapse. I 
heard these warnings. but I am an unpopular prophet, often a bearer of bad news. The 
fact that it’s normally accurate bad news will never help me be popular. Where were all 
the popular prophets with big followings then? 

In my reply I stated that “At the end of Obama’s time I expect we will note that he tried 
to scale back the level of American “violence” being exported to the world.” So far it 
seems that I am right. Four years is more than enough to test the important elements of 



this prophesy. I guess that means it is time for Steve Foss to apologize – but I won’t hold 
my breath.  

“If Barack Obama is elected, the attacks against free speech, against 
those who believe differently than he does, and the systematic use of 
the government and laws to silence the voice of fundamental Christians 
will be unlike anything ever seen in this nation before.” 

Ok, it’s now 4 years later, so have these things happened? Have fundamental 
Christians been silenced? I would have preferred them to be a little quieter, but no, they 
are just as loud as ever. What about “the death of free speech … unlike anything seen 
before,” no, once again, it seems like business as usual.  

We can now see that there was nothing prophetic about this. Now then, this prophesy 
was full of strong language, so if it was not prophetic, it must have been a deception. If I 
wanted to be fundamental I would ask, who provides deception?  

However I believe in a more reasonable prophetic approach to Christianity. There are 
some really bad errors in this prophesy, let us learn from these lessons. I don’t want 
anyone that reads this article to make the same mistakes. 

“But I want to remind you, every word God has spoken to me over the 
last eight years and every word which I have prophesied about the 
American government and the elections has come to pass.” 

Since this prophesy was a bit of a dud I have to wonder, has every word of other 
prophesies come to pass? This prophesy makes me wonder if it has? Perhaps he still 
thinks this one is true as well.  

My last words of advice are – don’t let your own words fool you! Test the words that 
come out of your mouth, be willing to learn from your mistakes, for that is the way to 
prophetic wisdom. Most of all, apologize for your bad prophesy, honest Christians will 
love you for it. If others don’t like Christians willing to apologize that is their problem. 

 
The Editor 

Prophetic International 
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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION . 
Prophetic Warning 
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       A Prophetic Warning from Pastor Steve Foss Sat, 25 Oct 2008 

       I am writing to you today an urgent message concerning the coming American 
election. God has released me to share with you a powerful prophecy He gave me eight 
years ago. I have shared this prophecy in a number of public meetings, but I have never 
published it for all our friends and partners. 

       In January of 2000 God gave me an incredible insight into what was about to 
happen in the coming elections in America over the next decade. 

       I am not using this e-mail to tell you, who are citizens of America, who to vote for. 
However, you need to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying. Never in my 22 years of 
ministry have I seen such a spirit of delusion released upon our country. 

       In January of 2000, while the Republican nomination for president was far from 
being decided, God spoke to me that George W. Bush would be the president of the 
United States. 

       He told me it would be the hardest fought election in American history. I'm sure we 
can all remember the incredible battle that took place in Florida. He told me that 
President Bush would be elected to two terms. He told me that during Bush's term there 
would be a season of unprecedented economic prosperity. 

      Now despite what the media has said, the economic wealth created during the last 
eight years was unprecedented. I know the media and one of the political parties has 
been trying to paint the last eight years as the worst economic time in American history, 
but it is absolutely untrue. If you look at the wealth created, there were more millionaires 
created in the last eight years than any time in history. 

      Multitudes of people were able to sell real estate before the housing market collapse, 
and received incredible transfers of wealth. I could spend hours showing documentation 
of the wealth created, but suffice it to say, the evidence is there. 

       God then said to me, "At the end of President Bush's second term there would be 
an economic collapse." As everyone in the world knows, we have just faced the greatest 
economic threat since 1929 and the Great Depression. I will speak a little more about 
the present economic situation a little later in this message. 

       Every detail that God gave me has come to pass exactly as He said. Now there is 
one more important thing that God spoke to me. This is the purpose and the reason I am 
writing this e-mail today. God spoke to me that after George W. Bush, America would 
elect its most ungodly president ever. 

       I'm going to say that again. God spoke to me that after George W. Bush, America 
would elect its most ungodly president ever. 

       As of the writing of this e-mail we are now less than two weeks away from voting for 
our next president. At this time the polls are strongly showing that the Democratic 
nominee for president will easily win the White House. 

       Now in 2006 I began to ask the Lord, "Is that guaranteed to happen in 2008?" He 
spoke to me very clearly and gave me the key words to what I believe holds this election 
in the balance right now. He gave me these key words that can forever change what is 
about to happen in America. 

       He said, "It depends on the Christians." 

       I am not going to endorse a candidate, nor am I telling anyone who to vote for. I am 



simply sharing what God has shown me. 

       I had a vision earlier this year. I saw Barack Obama in this vision. He was speaking 
to a large crowd and being broadcast on television. He was speaking incredible words of 
unity, peace, and bringing all sides together; the words were elegant, the words were 
comforting, and the words were inspiring. 

       But while he was speaking I saw all a powerful spirit of violence coming out of his 
spirit feeding into the spirits of those that were hearing him. That spirit of violence was 
directed at anybody who opposed what he was saying. Those who heard his words and 
received it had the spirit of violence being implanted inside of them. It was a rage like I 
have not seen before. 

       It was the rage that would be unleashed against those who oppose and stand in the 
way of Barack Obama's agenda. We are already seeing the beginnings of this spirit 
manifested here in America. The vicious attacks against Sarah Palin have been unlike 
anything we have ever seen before. The sheer hate for this woman from people who 
knew nothing about her, and who claim to stand up and protect the little people, and 
women, has been shocking. 

       We now see it with Joe the plumber. These people who are under the influence of 
this demon spirit of rage desire to completely destroy this man because he dared to 
question Barack Obama. In fact it wasn't just the question; it was because Barack 
Obama revealed his true agenda that Joe the plumber became a threat. So the 
supporters of Barack Obama who had been fed and affected by the spirit of violence 
went into full swing to destroy a fellow citizen; the very kind of person that Barack 
Obama has been speaking about in his eloquent speeches, saying how he is the only 
candidate fighting for them. 

       I want to put this deep in your spirit. I am speaking as a prophet. The words I'm 
about to tell you are "thus saith the Lord". If Barack Obama is elected, the attacks 
against free speech, against those who believe differently than he does, and the 
systematic use of the government and laws to silence the voice of fundamental 
Christians will be unlike anything ever seen in this nation before. 

       I have talked to many Christians, including pastors, not only here in the United 
States but around the world, who strongly support Barack Obama. Many of them are 
angry with the Republicans, and understandably so. Others are inspired by the thought 
of electing America's first African American president, while others believe Barack 
Obama to be a Christian who is very concerned with the poor and needy. I am not going 
to address any of the many concerns about Barack Obama and his form of Christianity. I 
am only speaking the words of thus saith the Lord, and you have to decide what you're 
going to do with it. 

       But I want to remind you, every word God has spoken to me over the last eight 
years and every word which I have prophesied about the American government and the 
elections has come to pass. 

       God does not give this prophecy to scare us, but to prepare us. 

       God said that the 2008 election is in the hands of the Christians. Just like when God 
spoke to Jonah about the judgment coming to Nineveh, when the Ninevites repented 
God withheld judgment; the same can happen in this election. Even though God spoke 
that America would elect its most ungodly president, He has given us the ability to stay 
this judgment. 



       Now you may be asking, "Are you saying that Barack Obama, if elected, would be 
America's most ungodly president ever?" Yes! 

       Now I'm not telling you who to vote for. Some people want an ungodly president. 
That's their choice. I have watched throughout the world, Christians support political 
leaders who are blatantly ungodly. So again, this is the people's choice. 

       I believe if the Christians will pray, repent, and hear the voice of God, a miracle can 
happen on Election Day. This nation lies in the hands of the Christians. Will we humble 
ourselves before God and pray for His kingdom to come and His will to be done? Or will 
we allow our emotions, our feelings, our angers, our greed, our race, the opinions of the 
media, our fears, to dictate to us and affect who we vote for? If you allow these things to 
affect you, whether you vote for Republican or Democrat, you are not being led by the 
Spirit. 

       We must spend time in deep intercessory prayer and cry out for God's mercy upon 
America. For all our friends who are not in the United States, if Christianity comes under 
the assaults that it would under a government controlled by Barack Obama and the 
Liberal Democrats, it will have horrible negative effects on the Gospel throughout the 
world. 

       All truth is parallel. People say when America catches a cold, the world suffers a flu. 
This present financial crisis is proof of that. When America is moral and bows its knee to 
God, it has incredible positive spiritual impact around the world. However, we have seen 
over the last several decades, when America becomes more immoral that too affects the 
world. 

       We need all the Christians around the world to pray for revival to come to America, 
and for God to have mercy and spare us from this judgment. 

       Finally, a brief word about the financial crisis. This is not the end time financial crisis. 
It is very serious, and it is shaking the foundations of the world's economic system. But 
we will come out of this, and there will be a time again of incredible wealth creation. 
However, the cracks in the financial system will not be healed. The door has been 
opened and the way is being made for a one world government system to overtake the 
world's economics. 

       The world will falsely look at this situation and say that when the governments 
individually, and with some unified coordination, jumped in to rescue the world, that it 
prevented a worldwide depression. In the future, when the true end time financial 
collapse takes place, it will be very easy for the nations of the world and the peoples of 
those nations to allow a new worldwide governing body to come to the rescue. 
Understand that everything that is happening has a significant spiritual purpose. 

       So don't panic by what you see happening today, but take this as a spiritual warning 
from God. Prepare yourself. Get out of debt. Hear the voice of the Holy Spirit in regards 
to how you handle money. Let God position you to handle the future complete economic 
collapse and the overtaking of the world's economic system. 

 

       Please pray for America. May God have mercy on us all. 

       Your friend, 

       Steve Foss 

 


