
 

Sand Mandalas   vs.  Sensational Christianity 

Introduction 

I wrote this after reading an email about Sand Mandalas – those strange but interesting 
Buddhist artistic constructions with a mystical meaning. It was an informative piece and I always 
enjoy be informed, but it also came with a lot of strange sub plots. I do not disagree with the basic  
information, but I object to many of the sub plots and comments, mainly because they are included 
as if they must all be true. 

I know many will think they are all true, but since I have lived in other countries around the 
world, I know they are not true, they are just personal preferences reinforced by cultural experience. 
Many other countries live quite successfully with different social, economic, and political patterns.  

Culture and politics should not be a major influence on how we pray! So why is it, humanity 
keeps falling for it in such a big way? It creates so much division in the world. However one thing I 
have learnt over the decades is that Christians are prime targets for it, and will fall for it so often. 

Not only does it create division, it also messes with our theology. It is hard to find Biblical truth 
when we are viewing it through the telescope of our own politics and culture. 

The main problem is that it messes with what we pray, how we pray about it, and the results we 
expect to see. We may expect to see results that confirm our culture and politics, and completely 
miss what actually happens.  

The form of this article will be controlled by the email itself, with a running commentary after 
most paragraphs, and a more general commentary at the end. In this way no one can accuse me of 
omitting important statements so I can twist the meaning of what was said. All of the emails main 
content is included. 

 

The Main Content (the email) 

These sand mandalas invoke demons of chaos. In studying mandalas, these particular mandalas 
are to bring about a societal collapse or chaos which will result in the coming antichrist. Be aware 
that these mandalas, when dissolved and placed in water, create a water palace where demonic 
entities reside. They are usually strategically placed near places of power. All the mandals that have 
been done in the U.S. so far have been in places of state capitols or financial capitols. Now it appears 
they are challenging the powers of the Most High across Christian worship places or teaching places. 

• Collapse… resulting in the antichrist. We start off with the big bogy man, the antichrist. I 
suppose you may as well start your argument with a bang. Of course, God chooses when the 
antichrist will appear, not the Buddhists or even evil spirits. First up – I have not checked this 
out, but I would be surprised if the concept of the Antichrist and the predicted results of the 
mandalas are synonymous. Second up – after 2,000 years of waiting, why are we in a hurry 



to expect the antichrist (after all, so many little ones have already appeared, and I guarantee 
there will be more). Third up – this statement is rather like prophesy, we can test it by what 
happens. I do not expect the antichrist any time soon (it’s at least 20 years away, and I’ve 
been saying that for 35 years so far), so I guess after 2.000 years it would be more 
reasonable to assume this is false until it happens. Forth up – If it is false or just hopeful 
prophesy, i.e. speculation based on personal preference in theology, it is a very bad way to 
begin! 

•  …placed near places of power. Yes of course, that’s where the people are. There is power 
because of people which creates power… . Why would you go anywhere else? There is no 
need to make a big statement here. One could ask, why do pizza shops open in big cities? So 
they can sell pizzas of course.  

• Now they are challenging the power of the Most High. What do you mean “now”? When 
have they or any other religion not challenged the power of the Most High? Even atheists do 
that. It does not matter if the challenge is in a home, a state assembly, in a church, or on a 
beach!  

Do you not see? Do you not hear? A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown. One 
year ago there was a Tibetan Buddhist sand mandala built in Pasadena, California at the Pacific Asia 
Museum on September 11, 2011. Less than three months later a severe wind storm ripped through 
the area with winds clocked at over 100mph. 

• Later, the writer admits there have been at least 500 mandalas, but apparently only one of 
these coincided with a severe storm? But wait on – oops, it happened 3 months later – wow 
what a connection! Surely we have to do better than this! This is not prophetic and not a 
connection; it is pure spiritual sensationalism at its worst.  If both had coincided with each 
other, or at least been within a few days, I would have been interested.  A single event, with 
a three month gap however is as they say “drawing a rather long bow!” I have to ask – why 
can the writer not see this? 

"As morning broke Thursday (December 2, 2011) in Pasadena, the entire city appears to have 
been affected by ferocious winds that knocked down trees and power lines -- posing hazards for 
motorists and city workers alike. Fire and police officials reported "throughout the entire 26 square 
miles of the city, streets are littered with trees and tree limbs, downed power lines and wires," said 
Pasadena City Manager Michael Beck, in an interview in the basement of City Hall. "Pasadena 
seemed to be the epicenter" of the windstorm, he said." 

Why? After warning others about the destructive nature of the sand mandalas since 1989, I've 
witnessed how Tibetan lamas perform rituals prior to their construction in order not to be possessed 
by demons. Afterwards, they perform ancient rituals inviting approximately 722 deities, we'd call 
demons, to take residence in the mandala which essentially is a rite of territorial possession. 

They've built over 500 mandalas throughout the United States, financed through grants from 
actor Richard Gere's foundation as well as the Rubin Foundation. Mandalas are temporal "tantric 
palaces" that are ritually dissolved wherein the sand is scooped up and distributed to those attending 
the dissolution ceremony and the remainder is put into a ritual vase and taken to a designated body 
of running water or the ocean and emptied according to a series of ritual prayers. This has been 
repeated in thousands of locations around the globe in the name of peace and of blessing the 
environment. From Tower One in New York to the National Mall in Washington, DC to the plains of 
Kansas sand mandalas have brought nothing but human destruction, drought and natural disasters. 

• Nothing but human destruction, drought, and natural disaster. More spiritual 
sensationalism, considering we have not yet been given one example that I would consider a 
direct link. If these spirits are as powerful as claimed, their must be many direct links – so 
why not give us the facts? I am more than willing to believe the statement, but would like to 
see some proof. 



• On the other hand, we know that the droughts and natural disasters happening at the 
moment are mostly a result of human, or I should say, western civilizations greed and bad 
practice gone rampant – there is no point in blaming evil spirits or Buddhists for our own 
errors, in fact it is deceptive to do so. 

When new gods were chosen, the enemy was in the gates. Idolatry is a major step in a nation's 
fall. Our US Congress funds the Dalai Lama in psychological operations against China. Our US 
Congress awarded him the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor striking gold coins in our San 
Francisco mint to a man considered god to his people. 

• Idolatry. This is a really weird argument! All coins and notes have images on them, don’t 
they? At least, last time I looked they all did. Let me see if I’ve got this straight – if you are 
considered a God you should not be on a coin, because it is idolatry. Yep, I think that’s what 
the writer is saying, and that is really weird! Perhaps we should just agree with Jesus and 
give to Caesar what is his, and give to God what is God’s. 

Do you remember the admonition not to build your house on sand, but on the Rock? Let him 
who has ears to hear search his own heart if this is not true. "On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all 
other ground is sinking sand." We each must choose this day who were serve, God or Baal. 

Now again, sixteen years after the Dalai Lama was awarded the Key to the City of Pasadena and 
one year after the construction of a mandala on September 11 and the resulting storm, in 
conjunction with their mandala ritual politics and the Democratic National Convention, four sand 
mandalas are being constructed. Just last year at a talk to 2500 high school leaders in Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Texas he claimed three times that he was a socialist and proud to say it in a Democratic 
country. I was shocked when the entire crowd at Southern Methodist University loudly applauded. 
His talk was attended from former President George W. Bush. 

• Oops – Here we are claiming that direct storm link again. 
• He was a socialist. I hate to give bad news, but at least 2 billion people around the world 

must be socialists by nature or choice. This statement is just conservative Christian scare 
mongering. We should have some respect for those that do not agree with our politics 
(unless of course we also want them to dismiss our politics in the same way). 

• The entire crowd loudly applauded. If the writer wants us to also be shocked, we would 
need to know a lot more about the speech. 

The first sand mandala is being constructed in one day at City University of New York, 
"coincidentally" occurring on the opening day of the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. I just found out yesterday that it was to be built in one day beginning Tuesday, 
September 4 at 8:00AM at Baruch College’s Newman Vertical Campus Building and dissolved at 
6:30PM EST. It has already been dissolved and emptied into the waters, a process usually happening 
over the course of four to seven days.  

According to their press release, "The Baruch-Rubin Museum of Art Project, established in July 
2010, aims to enrich students’ college experience and improve their critical thinking skills through 
exposure and participation in the arts. Baruch College was awarded a five-year grant of $1 million 
($200,000 per year) by the Shelley & Donald Rubin Foundation." This is the same foundation that has 
funded the spread of Tibetan Tantric Art all over America and helped fund the Chakrasamvara 
Mandala at the LA County Museum of Art. X-rated material displayed before busloads of elementary 
school children. Your tax dollars at work! 

• “Coincidently” (nudge nudge, wink wink) – the writer has already acknowledged that there 
have been at least 500 mandala in the U.S. So what if one is on a convention day? – There 
are so many Mandala, and so many political conventions and rallies in different States on 
different days! If this was a deliberate policy, there would be plenty of opportunity to 
organise at least 20 on convention days. Some kind of prejudice is revealed here.  



• Tax dollars at work? Really? Wait a minute, the writer just said it was foundation money, 
not government tax money – so much for that argument. Yes I suppose a small percentage 
of the money given was originally tax deductable, but rich people do not pay much tax in 
America anyway, and that is a different sort of problem. 

Why are they rushing to build the mandala? This is an example of ritual mandala politics, aka, 
Dark Tantric Magic. Years ago, I attended the 7th International Conference on Christian-Buddhist 
Dialogue, (very light on the Christian btw), and one of the sessions was held at Hsi Lai (Coming to the 
West) Temple sponsored by the International Buddhist Progress Society, one and the same as the 
Temple involved in the election fundraising scandal with Mr. Al Gore who received many $5,000 gifts 
from nuns who had taken a vow of poverty. Insiders in his campaign admitted that Mr. Gore was a 
crypto Buddhist. Anyway, at the session I attended, a series of speakers addressed the concept "the 
mandalization of politics." It is real and operational even as we speak. 

• Why are they rushing? The same reason we all rush to do things, to be effective! Can’t 
blame them for trying. Why are we asking questions with obvious answers?  

• “The mandalization of politics”. World wide, politics is such an easy target for any pressure 
group if it is effective. Effectiveness is not limited to religious groups, in fact big business is 
even better at it. 

There are also three other sand mandalas that are concurrently being constructed in the United 
States at this time by other travelling teams of Tibetan lamas (priests). Today, September 4 at 
10:30AM at the Spencer Museum of Art at the University of Kansas, Department of Information 
Technology in Kansas City Tibetan lamas will begin construction of a sand mandala. Kansas City is 
well known for the controversial International House of Prayer and the Kansas City Prophets. In 1992, 
I attended the International Society of Frontier Missiology in Kansas City and was invited to be the 
guest editor of a special issue on Mission to Buddhists which was published in 1993. Governor 
Brownback, formerly a Senator from Kansas who served on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
was asked to co-sponsor a bill with Senator Diane Feinstein honoring the Dalai Lama. After I sent a 
prayer letter out exposing the underlying agenda, it is my understanding that he withdrew his name 
from the bill. 

• Controversial… Hmm, sounds like a selective argument here – once again we need to 
remember that their have been at least 500 mandala, so why not have one in Kansas? I 
could ask – why only one? Do they have something against Kansas? This kind of selective 
argument may be popular, but it is not helpful, and it is not reasonable. 

• Labelling an area as spiritually controversial is a distraction from the real issues that need 
prayer (History may also prove this to be incorrect, so why say it?). Maybe this is the other 
way round, the Buddhists only had one mandala in Kansas because there was not enough 
support or too much spiritual opposition? 

• Honoring the Dalai Lama? Even if you do not agree with his politics or his spirituality (and I 
don’t!), you should honor his position as an acknowledged national leader of his people. It is 
rude, disrespectful and a little stupid to do otherwise. It would be like my refusing to 
acknowledge a U.S. president. 

The third sand mandala will be constructed at the Pacific Asia Museum across from Fuller 
Theological Seminary beginning on Wednesday, September 5 at 10:30am and dissolved on Sunday, 
September 9 at 4:30PM whose sand will be given to those attending and the remainder ritually taken 
and poured into the Pacific Ocean at an undisclosed location. 

 

 



Final Comments 

As I said before, I do not disagree with the information, I will have to research it further and 
check it out. I do however object to information being messed up with sub plots, comments and 
personal opinions, mainly because they are included as if they must all be true. The text information 
itself reveals that they can not all be true. 

As usual, many will think I am just criticising the writer of this piece, and Christians should not 
do that right? Well then tell me – If I do not bring some perspective to this, who will? The answer to 
that is often no-one! I will not sit silently by, and hope the congregation slept through the sermon. If 
stuff is not right I will explain why it is not right. Then way we may be a little wiser next time. 

It seems that the writer has from time to time been on the speaking circuit talking about these 
things. So this must be a brief version of a lecture. That being the case it is disappointing. It would be 
so much better with a little more real information; and less distracting opinion. 

Should we pray about these things? Yes of course we should pray! But if we pray in a biased or 
miss-informed way that does not take into account what is happening in the world, or what God is 
comfortably capable of doing, then our prayers will be stunted by our blindness (and there is no 
blindness like spiritual or political blindness). 

What should our prayer be based on? 
• The authority of God to bind and drive out the enemy?  Yes. 
• Our personal bias for a particular political system? No. 
• Our limitations for effective prayer? No. 
• Will enemy resistance be fierce? Yes we should expect the retaliation of the enemy. 
• Will we succeed? Yes we should. How effective is your prayer warfare?  
• Will we have to attack political links in prayer? No, this is a predictable distraction. Believe it 

or not, there are quality Christians on all sides of the political fence.  
• Do we have to stand against Buddhism? Interesting question – I suspect if we do this we will 

lose the plot. You can end up praying against people rather than identifying the powers and 
principalities that hold the real power. Not many Christians have the staying power for these 
type of battles – most drop out after a few serious sessions.  

Just remember, your prayers will need to be very effective in the world, not just in the cosy 
comfortable confines of the church. To succeed in this type of prayer requires real dedicated 
warfare. Forget the comfortable prayer meeting, that will have limited effect, you may as well stay 
home (and most will anyway).  

The devil does not play by church rules, does not take prisoners, and likes to cause collateral 
damage. If he can’t get you he will try to attack your congregation or your family instead – most of 
whom are vulnerable to attack. He knows his power and limitations, the question for the Christian is, 
are we really prepared to engage the enemy over a long period of time in many different locations? 
One off’s will not do this job. 
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