
 

  
AA   PPrroopphheett ii cc   TT iimmee   LL iinnee   

  
  
PPBB--44    PPrroopphheett iicc  LLii ffee  SSttaaggeess   
 
A Note to the Reader 
By the time I had written three pages on this subject I realized that I had still only 
scratched the surface of what is a huge subject. There are books on management 
development, prophecy in general, prophesy in church, and books on understanding life 
stages, but I have never seen one that puts these things together in a way that helps a 
prophet make any long term sense of what's happening in their lives. Taking a bird’s eye 
view of life is a very useful method of obtaining some perspective and I hope it helps in 
dealing with some of the stress that's all part of dealing with change. I sincerely hope 
that these notes will help. 

  

Intro 
In life the saying is true, there are times and seasons for everything. 

Also within these times and seasons there are times of growth. One thing I have noticed 
is that growth brings about changes, however change is often uncomfortable, confusing, 
and can certainly be very painful, which is why people must try to avoid it. The fact that 
change can also be hard to understand doesn't help. 

An extra complication is that change for a prophetic/visionary type person has a number 
of life stages that include many confusing elements. 

Timing is Everything 
There is a saying 'timing is everything' and so I will proceed to anticipate at least half of 
the questions that will arise. These are the half that will be about timing issues. Timing is 
something that constantly crops up for westerners that like everything to have a start 
date, a schedule, and a deadline. Far too often we expect to have things neatly labeled 
and in order. That really doesn't happen for prophets, but it doesn't stop us hoping it will. 

It is an interesting fact many of the questions tend to be misleading because they make 
assumptions. For instance, in reply to something Jesus was saying, the disciples asked 
Jesus a question: (Mt 24:3) "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be 
the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"  

Unfortunately the disciples had just made the classic mistake of basing a question on 
what was either a cultural or false understanding. This is a very important point, if we ask 
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a confusing question sincerely believing it to be crystal clear; we are guaranteed to 
misunderstand the answer. The disciples received an answer to what was really a few 
different questions mixed together. It is not surprising that the answer contained a few 
answers with different timing. In hind sight we can see some of the answers accurately 
reflected in history. It is most interesting that Jesus didn't bother pointing out the problem 
with the question, and equally interesting that he was able to answer the various issues 
clearly, even though the disciples couldn’t sort out the timing issues. 

When it comes to the times and seasons of prophetic growth, the questions asked are 
likely to be just as confused. Some of these questions can be addressed by meditating 
on the following points: 

a) Prophetically the concept of time is traditionally very difficult. Unlike us humans 
God thinks on many levels at the same time and has an understanding of what to 
achieve and many way of achieving it. When we combine this with the millions 
outcomes desired by different people, it is no wonder we find it difficult to work 
out what is happening, but God is not confused.  

b) It is to be expected that there will be some progressive growth within each 
prophetic stage of life.  

c) While there may (or may not!) be specific points of time where one stage ends 
and another begins, it is more likely that these stages may overlap, perhaps by 
one or two years.  

d) There is no particular reason for stage one or even stage two to start when you 
first believe in Christ. They may start earlier or later! God is not limited by 
whether we believe or not.  

e) The normal experience of a prophetic ministry is that there will be “clumps” of 
activity followed by gaps of less activity where it can be difficult to find and 
maintain a focus. This cycle makes it difficult to gauge overall progress and 
understand what is happening.  

f) There is plenty of variety in the prophetic, so be very careful where you get your 
advice, don’t get it from someone that wants to mould you into the wrong shape; 
it could even be a shape that operates on a different time clock.  

g) Stating what should be obvious, it is normal to learn most during times of 
pressure when most is expected. These lessons need to be consolidated during 
the more quiet periods (or else they will need to be learnt again later on!). 

  

SSTTAAGGEE  11  ((aatt  lleeaasstt  77  ttoo  1100  yyeeaarrss!!))  
Throughout this article I will be referring to the overall way the detail or whole package is 
given to prophets and nurtured by God. In the beginning because we have little 
understanding of what is happening God tries to give easy slabs of information and 
sometimes large prompts as well. As we learn how to relay this information to the 
hearers these slabs of information grow larger. We may think we are processing this 
information, but really we are just learning what the symbols and impulses we are 
perceiving mean, and learning how to respond to God. These speaking prompts are 
quite interesting because God uses everything including all our basic body functions 
including emotion, sight, smell, and intellect to prompt us. Although there will be 
similarities between all, there may also be significant differences between the symbols 
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and impulses that guide us and those that others use. When Jeremiah describes the 
prophetic urge as eating and digesting a scroll from God, and in another place an urge 
that can not be contained, (Jer 6:11 ”But I am full of the wrath of the LORD, and I cannot 
hold it in”). He is not just being poetic, he is speaking literal truth; it can be exactly like 
that. The urge that starts within our gut, wells up with a life of its own, and almost forces 
us to open our mouths and speak may be a regular feature of stage one, stage two, and 
is one that will find its way into whatever stage 3 has in store for us.  

These differences will be pivotal in shaping who we are, how we will receive information, 
how we will see in the spirit, how capable we are of responding, and ultimately how God 
can use us. They are the building blocks that are our talent.   

Stage 1 is a period when we are trying to understand everything because everything is 
reasonably new. We are trying to make sense of the bible and hopefully reading through 
it for the first 2 or 3 times. We are trying to cope with faith in general and learn how to 
interact with God, and we are trying to understand the strange urge to speak, and the 
equally strange instant sickness that hits us if we fail to speak. When I look back on it, 
it's a mystery how anyone survives stage 1. The truth is that many prophetic types do 
not survive it, disillusionment, and rejection, can become too much.  

Why does this stage last so long? 
Many will find it hard to believe that any of these stages really last for seven years or 
more. This may just be the reaction of an instant western culture. Apprenticeships may 
be very short these days, but when I was wearing nappies that some of them took at 
least 5 years. We should be happy, that God cares for us and does not mind spending 
time with us teaching us. 

This introduction phase applies no matter how good you are at receiving information. In 
fact regardless how good anyone thinks they are, or how fast they learn, or how clearly 
they hear the voice of God (like Samuel), it still takes a lot of time to familiarize yourself 
with the Bible, how God wants to use us, etc. A mystery of life is that sometimes, the 
easier it is for people to learn a thing the less they appreciate it and stick with it. This is 
definitely a job for people with bagfuls of persistence and stick-ability. 

Also because this stage takes many years most will become either permanently stuck at 
this level or drop out completely. 

  

SSTTAAGGEE  22  ((aatt  lleeaasstt  77  yyeeaarrss))  
The next stage grows out of the first and can be confusing because although it appears 
we are reasonably comfortable with speaking out, it seems like there is less spoon 
feeding, and we are given less to say. However this is soon fixed -- that is, it is soon 
fixed if we slowly realize we can reach out to God and find something appropriate for the 
moment (see “technique 1” at the end). In fact it is secretly pleasing to be able to do this 
whenever needed. All the same the fact that the ground rules for receiving stuff appear 
to have changed can be a little disturbing. The big question we are being asked in 
stage 2 is, do we have enough reliance on God to go with the changes that are 
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happening and trust that this new unfamiliar ground is actually leading us 
somewhere? If the answer is that we have grown to rely on the previous stage for our 
“ministry” or “personal identity” and want hold on to a lot of what we have, we are in 
trouble, because we may be granted our wish and not progress much further. This is the 
fate of many, including many leaders. 

There is Less, and there is More 
I am not referring directly to the quantity of visions, dreams or prophetic word we 
receive, the quantity depends on other factors that will (I hope) be discussed later; in fact 
the quantity may increase. 

What do I mean? 
One of the mysteries of a revelatory ministry gift is that there is a progression in the way 
God imparts information. This mystery is never understood by some, who try to cover 
their misunderstanding by a few well used techniques that are usually accepted by 
listeners as part of the gift itself. 
 
1) You receive less that refers directly to yourself. In stage 1 there can be a great deal of 
self revelation. This is an essential part of discovering who we are and what is 
happening. This self revelation will of course continue, but will develop more of a natural 
focus, as a means to an end, toward enabling us to be available, usable and focused. 
 
2) Less every day mundane messages are received. These may have been standard 
before, but they slowly reduce in number. In other words you are moving out of the 
postman phase. Some people specialize in the postman phase and become well known 
for it. They may become popular but in doing this they also lock themselves into specific 
ways of operating on a local level. Even if they have a traveling ministry, they are still 
using a gift/ministry that is mainly limited to where they are physically standing; and that 
makes it a local gift/ministry. Now don’t get me wrong, of course there is nothing wrong 
with that; what I am saying is that there is much more available. 
 
3) There is less local focus about your revelatory content. At a local church level people 
can ask a lot of questions about what the words mean. In fact this can be quite 
annoying. These questions normally reveal that what people are really after is just a bit 
of “spiritual fortune telling” (I can just imagine some of the reactions I will get from that 
comment), some – “what do I do next” free guidance; perhaps this is to be expected, but 
it often reminds me of the Hebrews verse that says most of us should be teachers by 
now, but too many still need to be spoon fed. One of the problems associated with this 
spoon feeding is the need to ask others what is God's will for our lives, and cash in on 
some free prophetic direction. Unfortunately I have known too many of these prophetic 
words to be wide of the mark. I recall one that led to a couple being in the wrong church 
for a few years before they realized it was just very bad advice. Fortunately it's a good 
thing that most people don't remember exactly what they are told, because it is probably 
not accurate or detailed enough to inform them much about their future. Of course there 
are many worthy prophets that are exceptions to these errors. A more interesting 
question is, can you tell the difference between an accurate word and an inaccurate 
one? Considering they may both refer to a future that has not yet happened, analyzing 
the confidence of the delivery style will not help very much (That was an interesting little 
tangent).  
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There is less local focus about your revelatory content. I guess what I’m saying is that 
there will be an occasional wider area focus. This may be interchurch, national or 
international; however a local church scene is still your main focus. If it has not already 
happened, one of the things that should be occasionally happening by now is that you 
should be receiving a little more information by some form of vision rather than just 
receiving still frame pictures. As this change begins to slowly happen, there is a natural 
change of focus toward what is happening to the vision/event. At this point the prophet 
needs to follow the advice “buyer beware!” All may not be what it seems. It is very easy 
for the prophet to learn some bad interpretation techniques that are very hard to fix later. 
To illustrate this point for your self, you only have to present the same vision 
independently to ten different people, and you will probably have 10 variations of 
interpretation, while some of these may be similar a few will lead in totally different 
directions. See the “Vision” section of this site for some advice on this topic. 
 
4) You may occasionally find yourself praying for/participating in things where the 
outcome is impossible to monitor. Everybody occasionally prays for one off events, but 
at this level the occasional one off assignment will be received. Most likely these will be 
designed to stretch our scope of understanding in a way that will be important later on. 
These are assignments that need to be followed through prophetically. Contrary to 
popular opinion, with these early assignments, winning the battle or being proved right 
are not the only positives to be achieved. Even if we feel we were only partially 
successful there are other vital lessons to be learnt like:  

1) I need a lot of help on this; I didn’t know what to do!  
2) I need more authority!  
3) Understanding our reliance on God for true interpretation.  
4) Learning to be more flexible  
5) Help, I’m not sure I understood what I was being taught. 

Ok then, with all of these responses we need to do some homework/study, consult with 
someone you respect in these areas and be more prepared next time. Of course it goes 
without saying that if you accept and act on bad advice there is no telling how this will 
adversely affect what you do. As a general rule of thumb, your adviser should have 
genuine experience in the same field as you or be flexible enough to not push their own 
preconceptions and interpretations onto you. We need to find the fellowship of one or 
two like minded people, so we can learn to find some personal reflections of truth. 
 
5) Less will be handed to you on a plate – that is less, repeat after me messages. You 
will be expected to use and develop your discernment to a higher level. As said in this 
and other articles, some people choose to do this by interpreting the essence of what 
they receive, but use the same wordy formula. I have to say that I have never sensed 
God giving anyone a repeat after me, live to air 500 word prophesy. At some point after 
50 to a 100 words I normally wonder what they are waffling on about and where are all 
these extra words coming from? I normally feel sorry for the receiver (or even amused, 
which can be embarrassing). An important lesson to remember in this can be found in 
Deuteronomy 4:2 that we must remember not to add or subtract anything to what God 
commanded (see article on “Hearing God” and also articles on interpreting visions). 
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As you would expect when we are in a learning phase we are normally expected to think 
more about what we receive. In fact there will be occasions we are given so much time 
we become totally confused, but this is all part of the learning process. 

  

This stage has a few pit falls 
Personally I think these pitfalls were deliberately included to weed out those that 
tend to get distracted in earthly pursuits. 

S o m e  o f  t h e s e  p i t  f a l l s  a r e :  
1) Speaking on request even when God doesn't 'turn up,' just to please the crowd. 
2) Thinking we have to add some padding and speak 300 words when we are only 

given 30. 
3) Showing off on stage; that is, using the prophetic ministry as one of many tools 

that builds your own reputation. There is quite a difference between responding 
to God's prompting and arranging public sessions that will deliberately showcase 
what you can do. I note that biblical prophets avoided doing this. In fact they did 
the opposite. They preferred a one on one meeting, kept to themselves and 
avoided a crowd when possible.  

4) Using the best idea that comes to mind. Good ideas are not guaranteed to be 
God ideas! For us a good idea is often just a clever idea and may actually be 
irrelevant or completely misleading - too many words of knowledge fall into this 
category.  

5) Developing a personal style and allowing this expression of your personality to 
override, redirect or control what God is really trying to do.  

6) When wrestling with developing spiritual understanding, it seems that far too 
many people neglect to take notice of the small problems and keep them under 
control. The result of this omission is that the problems are multiplied as well.  
What problems? Personality issues, various bias issues, delivery style, attitude in 
general. All these things influence our reception, interpretation, delivery, and how 
we are received by others. The fact that most of those hearing what you say don't 
really know you and can’t tell the difference is no excuse. How do you fix it? – 
You could always ask someone that can tell the difference to help! 

7) Making the false assumption that this ministry stage is mainly for the church or 
people in leadership. 

8) Making the false assumption that this stage is mainly for those that have a public 
ministry, when the opposite is the truth. 

9) A false assumption that biblical study / perspective does not matter that much for 
prophetic work. 

10) A false assumption that stage 2 is the end of the line these days. 
11) Perhaps the most ridiculous assumption is believing it is somehow ‘our ministry’. 

It is all God's work; we have an important but very small part to play. As all real 
prophets know, God can turn off the supply of fresh revelation at any moment, 
leaving us grasping for whatever is left. 

12) Add your own personal misdemeanor here. 

These errors or false assumptions are the most common things that stunt and misdirect 
our growth. In most cases it is not God that holds us back; it is normally our own 
accumulation of bad choices that blocks our progress. To put it bluntly, the need is 
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huge, but few are available or useable beyond stage 2, because they are too 
compromised, carry too much personal baggage, or are filled with personal conflicting 
rules, regulations and restrictions. 

  

SSTTAAGGEE  33  ((aatt  lleeaasstt  77  yyeeaarrss!!))  
Stage 3 may never happen because most people combine the previous stage with 
church ministry, learn to enjoy the side benefits, and are content to stay in that groove.  

Missing the Mark 
(A useful tangent) 
A general explanation as to why God allows people to miss the mark, and/or why people 
often don't really notice they have missed it. 

This missing this mark and not really noticing that you missed it, was a mystery to me for 
a long time. An allegory that helps explain this would be a singing "idol" audition show. It 
never ceases to amaze me the number of hopefuls that perform their piece totally 
ignorant of how bad they are. They think they are hitting the notes, but the judges are 
squirming in their seats. Their friends may enjoy what they do, but that does make it a 
quality product.  

The prophetic also has many hopefuls that keep missing the target - enthusiasm may be 
very useful but it is not enough; even a little discernment and self awareness is no 
guarantee. This is complicated by the fact that it can be hard for the public to tell the 
difference. Just like with singing it requires a tuned ear. That is why Paul says that other 
recognized prophets should weigh what is said (1 Cor 14:26). It’s not that others can't do 
it, it's written that way so that there will be a considered opinion, because even prophets 
can find it tricky. The church has made this very difficult by being extremely reluctant to 
officially recognize prophets, and even in the circles that may do it, there is little 
consensus on how to do it, or what this recognition means. Usually it is just another title 
for a traveling preacher or leader with a prophetic side to their ministry. Unfortunately 
this does not guarantee they are actually prophetic, and excludes most people that are 
real prophets. 

However, getting back on track, if you manage to survive the stage 2 pitfalls, and if you 
are still willing to make the necessary (and increasing) sacrifices, you may over time 
move on to a ministry stage that depends on God's timing and prompting (not Sunday 
Services). This ministry will probably earn you $000.00, because it draws little or no 
popular attention. It is probable there will be negative reactions. Many of your former 
ministry colleagues will tend to forget who you are, because this is not a ministry you put 
on show. At this point there is also no doubt that if you try to talk about these deeper 
level revelations and ministry in church, people will definitely consider you have lost the 
plot. There may be a few variations of a revelatory style of ministry that can be 
discussed publicly, but all will contain information that needs to remain private. Although 
the standard way of operating a spiritual (gift) ministry is accepted in some churches 
anything outside of those perimeters is rarely accepted. 
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Missing the Mark -2  
Before I move on, I was just reminded of another type of missing the mark. There are 
also many forms prophetic self delusion. I may perhaps write some more about these 
one day, but the one I have just been reminded of is the habit of some to fill books with 
strange prophetic messages that get filed away on shelves at home, but in reality no one 
will ever read them. I have personally known two people that fell into this category. One 
person saw the light after I had talked to him over the period of a year or two, and 
admitted to me he had simply been living in his own private world and deluding himself, 
which is unfortunately not hard to do. The other person probably went to the grave still 
writing and filling the shelves, until the family threw out all the weirdo books.  

There is an easy answer to this dilemma of, are you or are you not wasting your time. All 
prophetic work is intended to have a purpose – sounds simple doesn’t it, well it is simple. 
The whole purpose of the prophetic is to achieve something. It was certainly never 
intended to be a mystical mystery for a select few with a logic that doesn’t make any real 
sense. That is what some new age writers and unfortunately some Christian writers have 
turned it into. There will always be a few difficult issues in regard to interpretation, and 
there will always be some mystery prophesies that appear to have no application, but in 
general God gives revelation through prophesy, vision and dream in order to achieve or 
speak to something. If two people were willing to talk to me about their self absorbed 
prophetic habits and discuss this with me, there must actually be many hundreds of 
them around the world. 

  

What Changes in Stage 3?  
1) It is rare to receive things that refer directly to yourself (unless you are in danger 

or part of the out working of the vision). 
2) Every day mundane messages (for others) become a genuine rarity. At first this 

is confusing, you start to feel like a spectator in church because you watch 
familiar routines happening, yet are receiving nothing much, but don’t worry, it 
makes sense in the long run. 

3) There is little local church focus and little local area focus about your revelatory 
content. Perhaps in part because this should expected, because there is a limit to 
how many fronts you can operate on at the same time. This lack of local church 
focus is likely to be the catalyst for a number of disagreements between the 
prophet and the pastor. Unfortunately despite best efforts at resolution, most of 
these will tend to be ongoing disputes, because there will be less and less real 
common ground for understanding. A local pastor and an international prophet 
have very different focus points. Even in a prayer meeting tension will develop as 
you continue to pray week after week about specific overseas issues that are 
critically important to you. The pastor/leader will eventually want to control the 
meeting, and using a standard controlling technique your prayer points will 
quickly disappear from the whiteboard (for the common good!). 

4) There is less focus on what the words/actions mean literally, and much more 
focus on achieving what God wants to happen in the vision/event. Its not that the 
meaning is less important, not at all - in fact it is the achieving of the outcome that 
becomes more imperative. Also, by this stage there should be a greater 
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understanding of how God communicates to us, and therefore normally ideas 
should be received with more confidence. 

5) You will definitely find yourself praying for and participating in things that can be 
impossible to monitor or physically affect. The standard dilemma of the 
international prophet is how to verify information received and monitor action 
taken. Unlike a local issue, you can not physically walk down the street you have 
seen spiritually, and accurate area-specific international news can be extremely 
hard to find. 

6) You will have seasons of regularly working on a national or multinational scale, (if 
not, you are not yet in stage 3) but this does not guarantee anyone will know who 
you are, since most of this work is done by prayer/command. Like Biblical 
prophets, the prophet of today is happy to be anonymous. It is can be hard 
dealing with the consequences of some of your actions. Dealing with the mixed 
reactions and constant skepticism of most people as well would be very difficult. 

7) You should expect to occasionally/regularly see actual physical effects of what 
ever it is you do (the “whatever” you are praying for). At this level almost all will 
see in the spirit, however you should also expect occasional news reports 
confirming what you are doing. God does not expect us to operate in a vacuum, 
and will occasionally provide appropriate encouragement and direction if we are 
on track, and redirection if we are not (e.g. news coverage of the same street you 
saw in the spirit).  

8) It is ministry based on intervention and correction rather than guidance. Like 
Jeremiah, I have discovered that guidance is rarely asked for; therefore you 
should expect reluctance or even resentment at your spiritual or physical 
involvement. Biblical prophets were rarely welcomed with open arms, because 
they often brought bad news, or interfered with a leader’s bright ideas. 

9) Stage 3 ministry is normally received spiritually, and may be delivered spiritually 
or physically according to Divine direction. It is ministry that is achieved 
spiritually, very little is achieved through exercising personal influence.  To put 
that another way, you could say that if you achieve it through personal influence 
or subterfuge, it may be a good thing but it is not prophetic. Anyway the main 
reasons why these things are difficult to achieve through personal influence are 
quite humbling: 

 People don't believe/trust you enough to go along with it 
 People can't fully explain to their superiors where the recommendations 

came from, and they are reluctant to "take the blame" if it all drops 
through, therefore they may nod and smile but say nothing, or only pass 
on what suits them. 

 If you have a very high success rate, and people actually seek you out 
they are not likely to give God the credit, but rather use it for their financial 
benefit and progress up the political pole. God is never happy when 
others take the glory.  

 Anyway the more people become involved; the more simple instructions 
can become confused, compromised, and ignored. 
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Times and Seasons 
This stage 3 ministry is a more private ministry by nature, it is based on relationship 
between God and a prophet, the "modus operandi", that is the particular spiritual gifting 
of that prophet, and operates according to information received from God who of course 
understands our talents, potential and limitations. Also this information concerns the 
problems of people in geographical areas; therefore it is subject to times and seasons.  

I am trying to be careful with these descriptions because I know there are many strange 
but convincing people with excellent imaginations that get off on acting the part of a 
prophet. Perhaps some of these genuinely believe they are the real deal. Fortunately 
God has no problem sorting us out. 

It is international rather than local, so it will be based on events affecting individuals, 
tribes or groups nationally (or issues that link nations). In other words it will concern 
God's will on earth. It will often involve sensitive information from God that requires 
sensitive attention. Any attempt to take advantage of "insider information" will probably 
limit or put an early end to the supply of that information. Blatant story telling from the 
pulpit is also guaranteed to compromise your perspective making it much more difficult 
to be objective. 

More of everything is expected 
It almost goes without saying that in stage 3, more of everything is expected. However, 
the most important elements of this more includes: 
(Please note: "message" in this article is generic and includes all forms of revelatory 
communication - prophesy, vision, dream, etc) 

I. More purity of the message 
II. Less adding to the message 

III. More "response"-"ability" 
IV. More clarity of discernment 
V. More responsibility for correct delivery of the message 

VI. All of the previously mentioned “Pitfalls” in stage 2 still apply; however, because 
of these problems, most stage 2 people do not progress to this point. 

VII. Etc. 
  

The Old Prophet 
In passing, it is worth making an observation. There are many curious characters in the 
Bible. Some of these are like extras in a movie that only have a few lines, and then the 
plot moves on. One of these was an "was a certain old prophet living in Bethel" (1 Kings 
13:11). We are not told anything about his ministry in the past, but from his response 
and his desperation to spend time with this new prophet I would say he was in long term 
waiting phase. Prophetically he was between jobs and waiting (perhaps even desperate) 
for something to do, and like all people in that phase he was at a loose end and feeling 
very empty. From experience I can tell that he would have been wondering if there was 
another prophetic assignment or whether that was it for him. Revelatory gifts are very 
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addictive; whatever you receive you normally want more. The down side of enjoying the 
rush of something addictive is the longing for more, and emptiness of a drought period. 

If it's not happening for you the next best thing is talking to someone that's doing it. For 
me, this side story speaks volumes about the difficulties of living with a prophetic gift that 
does not fit into a weekly church service. It has all the elements of prophetic emotion, the 
highs and lows, and serious consequences of remaining open to God. As this story 
points out it's certainly not a bed of roses in easy street! 

  

SSTTAAGGEE  44   

I'm sure there is a stage 4 (and I’m not referring to the afterlife!), but I will not speculate 
about things I have not personally fully experienced. The reality will no doubt prove to be 
different from the observation so I will remain silent. 

 

The Process of Change 
No going back! 
The one constant about change is that there is no going back. People may try to act the 
same but they can never be the same. In fact we may become very good at acting the 
same but that act will turn into a mask that has to be put on daily. 
 
Times and Seasons Table (Revelatory stages) 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

At least 7 to 10 years At least 7 years At least 7 years 

Establishing & Testing the Call Testing the character Testing "Call, Character, Aptitude" 

What am I (our God shape) Who am I (God within) 
What am I capable of  

(God working through us) 
Learning: what gifts we have? Learning to be humble (or else!)  Coping with: ‘Don't want to' - Vision  

How do they operate? Frustration – "Must be More" Authority for more, at a greater cost 
What shape are they? Frustrating – how can I do more? Imperative – "See what happens" 

 Frustration – “Waiting for more”  Imperative – “Follow it through”  
Learning: Learning to: Learning to: be a spiritual authority 
To battle with rejection / acceptance  Wait for God moments The anchor that holds 
The basics of receiving / giving Interpreting a complex message A leader that finds a way to prevail 
(1) Being a mouthpiece Interpreting multiple symbols Grappling with Times & Seasons  
(2) Learning from many mistakes To be more accountable More outcome focus 
(3) Coping with bad reactions Interpret visions More discernment based work 
(4) Coping with emotional prophesy Ministry perspective Interpreting mixed time Visions 
   
Notes: No stage is clear cut, a matter of progression with various things being learnt at various times. 
There is a progression that can be observed over a period of many years. 
It is an emotional journey that remains emotional, No Emotion = No Message. 
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(Daniel 2:19) During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then 
Daniel praised the God of heaven (2:20) and said: "Praise be to the name of God for 
ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. (2:21) He changes times and seasons; he 
sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 
discerning. 
 
 
PP..  II..  EEddiittoorr  
©©  PPrroopphheettiicc  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall    

  

(1) (At least X years) - I deliberately included a time scale for:  

a) Those that like to achieve things overnight.  
b) Those that delude themselves that doing some brief prophetic studies will do it 

for them.  
c) Those that live in their own fantasy world.  
d) Those that need some perspective - I hope some of the detail presented here will 

help.   
e) Etc. 

Of course there are always a few exceptions; people that have very high levels of 
perception from early on.  However, no amount of accurate perception can negate 
regular crisis moments. In the Bible; No Suffering + No Struggle = No Growth. 

Note1: Technique 1 – "We slowly realize we can reach out to God and find something 
appropriate for the moment." Many prophetic types will find they can develop this 
technique. However there can be serious problems associated with it, because it 
depends on the person using it developing a deeper level of spiritual sensitivity and 
discernment. Without this the quantity of mistakes and inaccuracy will multiply to a high 
level, making a mockery of the gift. I have noticed that there are many people using this 
technique these days, but not enough have either noticed or care about the level of 
inaccuracy (it's easy to see that inaccuracy is one of my pet issues).  

Note2: There is a common practice of just letting prophesy that might be dodgy pass by 
without any comment. When it comes from the congregation this policy has some merit, 
but it should be a different matter to simply ignore prophesy given by leaders or visiting 
leaders. People will tend to assume they are more experienced and are speaking the 
truth. Ignoring potentially misleading statements from the pulpit is a dangerous principle. 
Dealing with this problem is not difficult. All that is required is for a leader to give a 
simple and honest appraisal the following week. If everyone including the visiting 
speakers knows it will happen, there can be no accusations of criticizing people behind 
their backs. Also if specific people need to be counseled about the bad advice/guidance 
they received, then that is an important pastoral care issue that should not be ignored. 
 


