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Starting Definitions 
 
Priest 

• A believer in the Son of God! One who stands between people that do or don't believe, 
and God 

• One with a soft heart and resolute will, who lifts up prayers of intercession before God. (A 
holy nation, a royal priesthood, - the priesthood of all believers)  

• One who intercedes on behalf of the lost on their way to hell 
• One who pleads for mercy and asks God to forgive the sins of others.  
• One who asks forgiveness for the city or nation on specific issues 
• One who deals with people's relationships (i.e. our peace with God). 
• One who deals with individuals or groups 

 
Intercessor 
An intercessor is by their very nature a priest, someone that often stands between God and the 
people They intercede using the authority of their position on behalf of others lacking that 
authority (This authority of all believers, but not all have this persistence).  

I would have to say that most intercessors are far more pastoral than most pastors. It’s a great 
loss for the church that they are rarely considered for the job.  

I have a really strange dream that one day the church will select the right people. The ones that 
suit their job, want to work together, and enjoy a group ministry approach. Yes I know it’s just a 
pipe dream. The church would never be interested in this kind of multi fronted built for success 
coordinated approach. 

 

 

Prophet and Priest  
The ministry of a prophet is to a local group of people, a city, a nation, or even many nations. 
Depending on God’s purpose this could be based in one place or on the move, they may be a 
loner or part of a team. 

If a prophet has by nature an apostolic edge to their nature, you have an explosive (dynamos 
power) combination. You can't help but have a heart for the nations. 

 

Ezekiel 22:18 "Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to me; all of 
them are the copper, tin, iron and lead left inside a furnace. They are but the dross 
of silver. . . (20b) so will I gather you in my anger and my wrath and put you inside 
the city and melt you. . . . (26) Her priests do violence to my law and profane my 
holy things; they do not distinguish between the holy and the common; they teach 
that there is no difference between the unclean and the clean; and they shut their 
eyes to the keeping of my Sabbath's, so that I am profaned among them. . . .(28) 
Her prophets whitewash these deeds for them by false visions and lying 
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divinations. They say, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says'--when the LORD 
has not spoken. (29) The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; 
they oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the alien, denying them justice. 

(30) "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before 
me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found 
none. (31) So I will pour out my wrath on them and consume them with my fiery 
anger, bringing down on their own heads all they have done, declares the Sovereign 
LORD."   

 

Who still wants to be a prophet? Tell me – what would happen if God gave you one of those very 
strong angry words to pass on with gusto? To be perfectly honest, most people I know that call 
themselves prophets, would change half the words, either out of fear or because they 
misunderstand what they are receiving! That is why I don’t call them national or international 
prophets, they are still growing up, pretending to be important, and trying to discover their place 
(if that sounded strange – it’s probably because it’s the truth, everyone needs to grow up before 
they can handle an adult ministry). 

God said "I looked for a man . . . and I found none."  

What did the prophet think about that! Here is this godly man doing a tough job, a job that could 
get him killed. He has a heart for God and struggles with the hardness of the people. He has an 
open line of communication to God. God can tell him almost anything, he knows when God is 
grieving for His people and yet he has to write these strange words from God, "I couldn't find 
one." 

I know what I would be saying – Hey, what about me? Why didn't you ask me? That's my job 
you're describing! That's in my resume – “Has a heart for the people, can see in the spirit, loves 
to bind the strongman and loose the captives, cries over the people, sees a little of the agony that 
God sees, and cries some of the tears that God would cry . . . ! 

It makes you think – clearly you need more than a straight prophetic calling to do this, otherwise 
God would have had his man already in place. Something more is needed. 

 

Remember all that interplay between God and Moses - Exodus 32:9  

"I have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked 
people. (10) Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I 
may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation." (11) But Moses sought 
the favour of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "why should your anger burn 
against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty 
hand? (12) Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought 
them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? 
Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 

 

"Stand aside from these people - I will make you into a nation." God wants more from us than 
raising us to be someone or some people who can give a few nice prophecies and make people 
happy. That's nice for a start, but clearly God wants a huge amount more! He wants prophets 
who will see the suffering of people and nations, receive a holy grief for the people and learn how 
to wrestle with God for his wisdom and understanding.  

To wrestle with God to remove the curses & bless the people, rise up in the Spirit and prophesy 
to the principalities and powers, command binding and loosing. He wants Jacobs who will dare to 
become Israel's (fathers). A people who become personally offended when their children are 
attacked. 
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Prophets are meant to be those who are shaking and making the nation. What we bind on earth 
is already being bound in heaven, etc.  

 

Hebrews 12:25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not 
escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, 
if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? (26) At that time his voice 
shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heavens." (27) The words "once more" indicate the removing of 
what can be shaken--that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may 
remain. (28) Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, (29) for 
our "God is a consuming fire." 

 

God is waiting for us to be ready. When we are, the creative words of power to come out of our 
mouths can release the shaking God requires Sometimes we can be nice about it and sometimes 
not. It's our job to do some of the "removing of what can be shaken", our words that release the 
shaking and making - It's the God of the universe who says that the nations are like a drop in the 
bucket to him. He is waiting for us to get our act together. He's waiting for us to realize what 
immense nation wide power we can wield in his name - Scary Huh!  

When Jesus said be still to the wind, and be calm to the waves, he wasn't just showing off! He 
was demonstrating something important for our benefit. He wants a people of his own possession 
that will keep coming back and say, "Once more will I shake the heavens and the earth; again 
and again once more, until his will is accomplished here on earth" (Repeat after me - once 
more!). 

We are here to shake what can be shaken in the Spirit, and create in the Spirit what cannot 
be shaken! 

 

 

Big Stakes can equal Big Mistakes 
While we're passing by this way I want to shows you something. 
1 Kings 17:17:1 Elijah . . . said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, 
there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word." Please note – it 
does Not say by His Word – it says, by my word. That's what it says, though I'm sure that will 
annoy some people, but it seems it's OK to God to say it that way, because God could have 
changed it if it offended. I like to think it was deliberately included, and God really liked that piece 
of prophesy, even if it may have been improvised a little. It sure makes it personal doesn't it? You 
can't hide behind God if you say it that way, but it needs boldness & faith in God's revelation. 

Of course if the stakes are big - the mistakes can be huge too! Have you given yourself 
permission to make some really big mistakes recently, or are you playing it safe these days? 

 

To do that we first need, ‘The calling of the Lord’. 
With the calling of the Lord come ‘responsibilities!’ 

 

Ezekiel 12:17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so 
hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. (18) When I say to a wicked 
man, 'You will surely die,' and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from 
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his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will 
hold you accountable for his blood. 

Yes - Jesus has died for all of our sins but that's no excuse for disobedience. 

 

Who still wants to be a prophet? 
Again I ask you, have you become used to playing it safe. Have you given yourself permission to 
make some mistakes recently? I hate making mistakes and I’m sure you do too, but I know I grow 
much faster when I give myself permission. Unlike politicians, we need to admit it when we make 
them, so we can learn and move on.  

 

Prophetic Statements 
There are many well repeated and normally overdone prophetic statements. You will be 
comforted to know that I also find many of these embarrassing. One that’s very high on the 
popular list is: 

It's a new day. It's a new way. 

However, this prophet says, "The new day and new way is already here". 

In fact there are many new ways, and they have been available for many years. Those who are 
blind and can not see, and continue to ignore these ways or principles (preferring to promote 
another 10 or 20 years of the same) will be left behind to be like dinosaurs whose outer skins got 
tougher and tougher as they grew older (I’m sure we all know plenty of churches like that).  

 

 

Praying for Nations 
A Warfare Scripture 

Exodus 23:27 "I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into confusion every 
nation you encounter. I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run. (28) I 
will send the hornet ahead of you to drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of 
your way. (29) But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the land would 
become desolate and the wild animals too numerous for you. (30) Little by little I 
will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possession 
of the land. (31) "I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to the Sea of the 
Philistines, and from the desert to the River. I will hand over to you the people who 
live in the land and you will drive them out before you. 

 

This Scripture has enormous application in praying for nations. We have to learn to think a little 
like God thinks, and in order to do that we must come to grips with war and blood. We must learn 
to think like a compassionate general. If we are to pray for nations we need to have the mindset 
of a master planner, because that is what God is. If we are sons of the living God then we must 
learn to think like it. To follow God's strategy we must be flexible. All battles have similar 
elements, but the detail is often different, and the timing is always different. 

To our pastors heart we must add some other ministry dimensions in order to grow ourselves and 
our people. These dimensions will be painful for us. This should not be a surprise because they 
also painful for God. 
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A new dimension 
When we pray for a person - a word of knowledge or a 30 second prayer may be enough. We can 
command God's blessing or healing, and then go away and forget all about it, especially if we are 
free wheeling in another church. But when pray for a nation or our own town, suburb or city we 
must develop an overview, a viewing place in our spirits. One prayer session will rarely be 
enough to achieve anything. 

 

The One in a Million Prayer 
There are millions of people praying from an earthly plain every Sunday. All of these prayers do 
have an accumulated effect. But in the end we have to ask ourselves the question, are we 
satisfied with being just a one in a million type of Christian? 

Some years ago there was an experiment performed to determine the effect of prayer for healing. 
I can’t remember who organized it, but over a number of weeks various congregations were 
asked to pray for a selection of people. There was a comparison made between the improvement 
between that group and a similar group. It is no surprise to me that there was no distinguishable 
difference between the two groups. We can speculate all we like about why this happened, but 
my experience over some decades tells me that this is a normal response to the average 
congregational prayer.  

This is what I call the one in a million prayer. It is the kind of prayer that is prayed from a position 
of defeat, or at least with more hope than faith of God hearing us, and little expectation that he 
will answer the desire of our heart. We would probably be embarrassed to see our own tally of 
prayers if they were put into categories like this. It seems to make sod-all difference. I gave up 
doing this a couple of decades ago because operating at this level is largely a waste of time, and 
I really don’t like wasting lots of time.  

The one in a million prayer probably covers a huge number of life's situations, and unfortunately 
far too many Christians put themselves into this situation where they expect very little to happen 
and are even surprised when an answer comes through! God save us from this destructive and 
apathetic faith! 

God is just as willing to do miracles now, as any time in history, so let us not fool ourselves about 
that. The real questions we have to ask ourselves are, what does God really want for our lives, 
and are we willing to do what is required to operate at that level?  

 

 

The Overcomer Prayer 
Problem Number One 
Ephesians tells us that we are now (or should be!) seated in heavenly realms, far above all 
powers and principalities. The denomination I was a pastor of, had this as one of its standard 
platform statements. However a real life application is another matter entirely. 

Do we want this to be an accurate description of us, the type dynamic person we are in Christ - 
the sort of person who turns nations upside down? Then like it or not we must learn to do battle 
from the heavenly realms using our prayers as the strategic dynamite that they truly are when 
100% faith is in action. We must do battle from our dwelling place in the Spirit of God. That place 
of peace in the heart of God. We are meant to operate from the spiritual place (or room) that 
Jesus has prepared for his bride. 

Satan is always tempting us to slug it out down here. He wants us to be forever spiritually 
exhausted and no earthly use to anyone. He has a habit of pilling up problems to consume our 
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every waking moment. In fact he will use any tactic to stop from realizing & exercising our true 
spiritual prayer power. 

We are meant to skip over the top of the waves like the small stones we throw. We are not meant 
to sink to the bottom and learn to walk under water. 

We should be very careful about deliberately projecting ourselves mentally into the place we are 
praying for. This is a form of astral travelling, and is an abomination to God. There is a difference 
between deliberately doing this and responding to God’s invitation when presented with a vision. 

By all means visualize it, and see God at work in the situation whatever it is, but try not to adjust 
the picture your self beyond what God is wanting us to achieve. We want to see genuine victory 
and change in the Spirit Realms, not our own imaginings. Of course God forgives us when we get 
over enthusiastic, but we need to learn from our mistakes, not perpetuate them over and over.  

I believe that this is one of the most common ways that intercessors are burnt out. We can be 
spiritually attacked when we operate out God's covering whether deliberately or through our own 
ignorance. There is an expression that is true in law, and a useful rule of thumb - it says, 
"Ignorance of the law is no excuse." Satan operates under the law of sin and death! If we ignore 
God’s basic instructions about prayer, we can not claim ignorance. 

 

Problem Number Two 
The second major form of attack upon intercessors happens when we do large scale (whatever 
that is for us) warfare on our own. We may sometimes think that we can conquer the world, but in 
reality we will be burnt out by the world if we operate continually over our limit as lone rangers. 
We have been created by God, and his master plan says that we are designed to work together 
as the body of Christ in the Spirit under authority. I realize that it is very hard to find like minded 
people to team up with, but we need to at least find one or two others.  

There is also another way that group intercession can be achieved. God is able to call in others 
from any where in the world. If we find ourselves in the midst of a battle and need some backup, 
then ask for it! Like any conference call, God is able to bring others on line to fight the battle with 
you. Sometimes you need to ask for this to happen, other times God will just do it anyway. If we 
become aware it is happening then we can adjust our prayer style to suit the occasion. 

 

Planning Techniques 
When you come together . . . (1Cor 14:26). This Scripture is always taken to be how a church 
should operate. But I think this is far more appropriate when it comes to a breakthrough prayer / 
come intercession meeting. 

 

Seeing in the Spirit 
We need to know when we have achieved in the spiritual realm what we have prayed for. 
Whether you think in terms of a map on a wall, a battleground that looks like miniature pieces on 
a table, or whatever method, you must be able to follow what God is showing you in the Spirit. 
Somebody must be able to follow what is happening from Gods point of view.  

Of course I'm talking about seeing in the Spirit. Not everyone can do this, but every prophet or 
prophetic intercessor must have some way of listening to God and following what God is doing or 
else he or she is not a prophet. Whether it is in dreams, visions, pictures, a detailed description in 
words, a tickertape printout in the mind, a photo negative image, black and white or Technicolor 
images in the brain, or just misty Grey shapes & outlines, we must be able to follow God's leading 
in some way. Otherwise the spiritually blind are leading the blind, and Jesus said that when that 
happens they both fall into the pit! 
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That is not to say it is always easy to follow, but much practice will eventually make it easier. I 
believe that far too much prayer is wasted because we have moved to another prayer subject 
before we have completely achieved God's full agenda for the last important point. 

 

Praying for Specific Nations  
Some time ago God gave me a nation to pray for. It started as praying for a person and led to 
praying for the nation. That became quite frustrating, but rather than give up I decided to push up 
the ante and started praying on a strategic level over the nation, I was surprised to find that it was 
easier for me to do it that way. At first it was not very regular prayer, but as time went by I found 
myself often thinking about that country and checking it out spiritually - just to see if anything 
needed to be done. Now I have to add that I have never been to that country, but knowing 
someone there helped keep my focus.  

When we start talking like this about places we have never seen it sounds a little weird. However 
I don't know any other way to describe it. Does it mean I am the only person doing this? Certainly 
not! In fact I hope there are hundreds of us praying on a national level for that country in a 
strategic fashion. In fact I know there must be others because the prayer work can be fairly light 
sometimes. 

Sometimes I feel like I am leading the charge with plenty of power behind me, and other times I'm 
just one of many doing a worthwhile job. As always we have the dilemma of how to avoid getting 
a big head and keep our mind on what God is doing, while at the same time as trying to maintain 
a high level of world beating faith. Life is full of these problems; humility is truly the most difficult 
fruit of the Spirit to grow. I think God deliberately allows us to fail when our head starts growing. 

You can fight over these loose job descriptions but as far I'm concerned this is close enough to 
what they are. Considering how vastly different everybody is I'm amazed we find it necessary to 
make tight definitions. 

That kind of thinking is like a bunch of cow pads hung up to dry. Why? Because cow pads stink 
when their fresh, and only become useful when they’re hung out to dry. They're full of gas when 
they are fresh and they're only good for the fire when they're old and dry. Yes some people have 
occasionally said I'm full of it too. 
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