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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
As a commentary on Biblical prophesy this is an interesting piece. It is a warning in a few ways. It 
reminds us of some important difficulties. These difficulties are regularly ignored or glossed over 
by too many, and thereby ensure that the errors continue, for example:   

1. The difficulty of detailing an interpretation of Biblical prophecy as it applies to a particular 
short period of history. 

2. The difficulty (or perhaps even impossibility) of using Biblical prophecy as a tool for the 
analysing and interpretation of political philosophy.  

3. The difficulties of grappling with the concepts of war, suffering, and Biblical prophecy, in a 
way that presents truth, justice, judgment, and the compassion of Christ. 

All the same, this is an interesting document. I sympathised with some of the conclusions, even 
when I was disagreeing with some of them. I could see why one would think that way; therefore I 
feel it is an interesting document for prophetic types to read.  

Editor - Prophetic International 

Original Introduction 
IN the old days before the war I confess I was not a keen student of the Bible. Like millions of others, I was 
content to take it for granted; the world seemed to be a pleasant enough place, and I neglected to read the 
Scriptures and to think things out for myself. 

 Then came the onslaught of Prussianism. The question immediately arose; What was the position of 
Christianity in regard to the war? Was the war a vindication or a negation of the religion of the Son of Man? 
All manner of arguments were put forward, but none was very convincing. The leaders of the Churches 
themselves did not seem to be sure of their ground. We were all groping in the darkness for light. 

It was suggested to me that the Bible, and especially the Bible prophecies, might throw some light on the 
subject. And so I took up the Bible and read it and studied it, to the best of my ability, keenly, critically, and 
without prejudice. 

 I was astounded. I had carelessly fallen into (13) the modern habit of regarding the Bible as somewhat 
out-of-date; and here I was reading words that seemed to be addressed to me personally. The more I read 
the more I was amazed. Darkness gave place to light, doubt to understanding. There was not a portion of 
the Scriptures which did not have some more or less striking and vital application to the events of to-day, 
and to all the history of the past. The Gospel, the story of the chosen people, the words of the prophets, both 
in the Old and New Testaments, all combined in giving strength, comfort, and understanding. 

Thus did I realise that the Bible is indeed the Word of God addressed to this and to every generation; that 
its vindication is to be found in the events of to-day and yesterday; and that he who reads it may run straight 
and fearlessly in the race of life. Many months have passed, and in the meantime I have read and reread the 
Bible again and again. It has never once failed me. I have never opened it without gaining something more 
in strength and understanding. 

It is probable that within a short time I shall be in the firing-line. It is possible that I shall never see these 
words in print and that by the time you read them I shall be one of the thousands who have sacrificed all for 
the cause of Right. I only know that I shall be proud and happy to (14) make that sacrifice. And this I owe to 
the Bible and the Bible alone. 

My experience is not unique. It is the experience of thousands. It may be that it is yours. In that case this 
book may enable you to obtain even more comfort and strength and understanding. 

It may be that it is not your experience, for the simple reason that you have not put the Bible to the test. In 
that case I ask you, for the sake of the cause in which we are fighting and for the sake of humanity, to put it 
to the test. I ask you to accept neither my word nor any man's word; I ask you only to make use of your right 
to read God's Word and to think for yourself. We have a heavy responsibility, you and I. We have not only to 
achieve victory over the forces of Might, but we have also to make it a victory I that will prove a blessing and 
got a curse to humanity.  

I only know that thousands have found the Bible a sure source, indeed, the only source, of I comfort and 
guidance in these and similar circumstances. Is it not possible that you will also I find it to be the Word of the 
Living God? (15) 



CHAPTER 1 
The Bible Prophecies 
 

"WE have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:" 

 "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation." 

"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Those words are among the most valuable to be found in the whole of the Scriptures. They 
occur in the second Epistle General of St. Peter. They were addressed to the whole Christian 
Church, to all who believed that the Son of Man was also Son of God. But they were not merely 
addressed to the Christians of nineteen centuries ago. They were addressed to the Christians of 
every age, to the believers of to-day and of to-morrow as well as to those of yesterday. 

Some there are who have fallen into the delusion that the Bible has no vital message for (19) 
the world to-day. They regard God's Word as made up of moral platitudes and ancient history. 
They call themselves Christians, and yet, consciously or unconsciously, they believe that after 
causing the Bible to be written, God changed His mind and changed His plans. 

Such ideas are pitiful, and they slander God. Those who hold them can never realise the 
contentment of the complete Christian. God is not a man, a creature of whims and a slave to 
circumstance. He does not change, and the fact that we are acquainted with the uses of 
drainpipes, with wireless telegraphy and aeroplanes, and have learned a few of the secrets of 
nature has not rendered His Word out-of-date. God is eternal. 

Remember the story of the Jews. They persisted in regarding God as changeable and in 
disregarding His warnings. Again and again He punished them. The Babylonians and Assyrians 
desolated them. But repentance was always short-lived, and finally they made the most tragic 
blunder of all. The Jewish race to-day is a living proof of the fact that God does not change and 
that His words are not idle. 

The fact that the Bible refers with as much force to the world of to-day as it did to the world of 
two thousand years ago requires no argument. God does not have to rely upon the (20) doubtful 
support of human logic. The proof is available to all. It is only necessary to read the Bible with an 
open mind in order to realise that it is indeed the Word of God to this and to every generation. If 
the Bible fails, human arguments will be of no avail. 

But the Bible will not fail. There is not a man or woman living, no matter what their 
circumstances may be, who will not find in the Scriptures words which might have been 
addressed to him or to her personally. And they will be words which bring comfort, strength, 
contentment, and peace of mind. 

In the days when St. Peter wrote, Christians were in sore need of comfort and strength. They 
were being subjected to a ruthless persecution which hesitated at no infamy and heaped horror 
upon horror. It was a time of trial and tribulation. To-day is also a time of trial and tribulation. 
Christians find themselves taking part in the greatest and most hideous war the world has ever 
known. Those of little faith wail that there can be no God or He would not permit such things. And 
doubtless in the days of Nero there were faint hearts who wailed in a similar manner. Others 
maintain that a soldier cannot be a Christian and profess that as Christians they cannot resist the 
evil which seeks to dominate the world and destroy its freedom. Others maintain that a Christian 
must be a coward who will not protect (21) his wife and daughter from death and worse than 
death. 

If these despairing ones would but study the Scriptures which they profess to believe, they 
would realise that Christianity is a religion of joy and hope and not of jaundiced pessimism. 



St. Peter says that if we will turn to the Bible prophecies we will find enlightenment, comfort, 
and encouragement. The world, he says, and never was the description more apt than it is today 
is a dark place, but the prophecies provide us with a guiding light which will keep us on the right 
path until the day-star rises, heralding the dawn of a better time. But he adds a word of warning. 
The prophecies must be approached in the right spirit. 

He reminds us that no prophecy is "of any private interpretation."? This warning was also 
emphasised by Christ Himself. In the discourse to the disciples recorded in the twenty-fourth 
chapter of St. Matthew, He says: "For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. . . . And 
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. . . . Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but My words shall not pass away. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but My Father only." (22) Christ, like St. Peter in the words noted above, might 
be addressing the world today. 

There is no more profitable study than that of the prophecies of the Bible, when they are 
approached in the right way. And there is no more unprofitable study when they are approached 
in the wrong way. Many well-meaning and earnest Christians have done Christianity an ill service 
by not paying heed to the words of Christ and St. Peter. Carried away by their zeal, they have 
treated the prophecies as if they were of their own private interpretation and as if it were possible 
for man to learn that day and hour. And the results of their efforts have been but to add to the 
arguments of the scoffers and to bring the study of the prophecies into disrepute. They have 
made Christians afraid of the prophecies, caused them to neglect and distrust a third of the 
Scriptures, and pandered to the modern pastime of whittling at God's Word and reducing it to a 
collection of harmless moral maxims on a level with the writings of Confucius. 

The purpose of the prophecies is not to pander to man's curiosity. They are not a puzzle with 
which he can amuse himself in his spare moments. The prophecies have been given to us 
because God in His infinite mercy gives each and everyone of us all encouragement to hold fast 
to the truth under all circumstances. Their purpose is to (23) reveal while concealing, and to 
conceal while revealing. They are a constant reminder that it is the first duty of every Christian to 
watch and to be prepared for the second coming of Christ. And they are a constant reminder that 
God is for ever watching over the faithful. There may be persecution, war, horror, trials and 
tribulations of all kinds. But the prophecies tell us that such things are to be, right up to the 
second coming of Christ, that God knows that such things are to be, and also that "he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." That is the purpose of the prophecies, and that 
purpose has been fulfilled continuously from the days of Christ down to the present time. 

This war is not a negation of Christianity; it is a complete and triumphant vindication of the 
Bible. There is not one word in the whole of the Scriptures which warrants the belief that war will 
cease before the time when Christ comes again to rule the earth. On the other hand, anyone who 
reads the Book of Revelation will see that it is definitely foretold that towards the close of the 
Christian era there will be wars more terrible than any that have been before. Civilisation has 
nothing to do with the Kingdom of Christ. Christ is divine and perfect; civilisation is human and 
imperfect. In order to realise the imperfections of civilisation one has only to (24) pend an hour in 
northern France or Belgium. 

There is much in the theory of evolution that is splendid, but it does not take the place of the 
Bible. Evolution says, that the world will automatically progress towards a man-made heaven and 
now, just when we were priding ourselves on our marvellous knowledge and progress, the world 
is witnessing the greatest and most hideous war of history. 

The people who are panic-stricken are the so-called Christians who do not read their Bibles. 
They seize on a few texts and ignore all the rest. They have not studied the prophecies or any 
other portion of the Scriptures. They do not know that Christians have a duty to perform to the 
State ("Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's"); that Christ realised the necessity of 
soldiers, as when He praised the faith of the centurion; and that Christ did not order His followers 
to be cowards or curs, who, to save their own skins, will permit their wives and daughters to be 
ravished and their children tortured. 



Nothing is more pitiful than the half-faith which the war has revealed as being so prevalent in 
these days. What a vast amount of vain and miserable quibbling the world would be spared if only 
Christians would trust God and study His Word for themselves. A little more independence, a little 
more determination to think (25) things out for ourselves; then we would find the true comfort and 
contentment of the Christian. That was the spirit of our Puritan forefathers, the men who laid the 
foundations of our freedom and our greatness. 

There is nothing in Christianity which justifies a man in accepting his religion at second hand. 
The Bible is the fountain of truth and faith, and it is available for every man to read and study. 
"Search the Scriptures," says Christ; "for they are they which testify of Me." 

But again the warning is necessary. The Bible must be studied in the right spirit. The Scriptures 
must be read neither in a spirit of unquestioning credulity, nor in one of sneering antagonism. 
They must be read with intelligence. And it also must be borne in mind that although man knows 
a great deal, he does not yet know everything. Modern science is marvellous, but there are 
innumerable secrets yet to be wrested from nature. What is accepted as truth to-day is proved to 
be wrong to-morrow. A few years ago nothing seemed to be on a firmer basis than the atomic 
theory. Then the discovery of radium caused us to modify it. We have constantly to change our 
ideas in order to keep pace with the advance of knowledge. If there were a prophecy in the Bible 
to the effect that men would fly in the air, we would have laughed it to scorn thirty years ago and 
said (26) that it was absurd. Today we would accept it as a matter of course. 

The greatest tragedy in history was due to the wrong interpretation of the prophecies. The 
Scribes and Pharisees were great students of the Scriptures, but their studies were carried out in 
the wrong way. They treated the Scriptures as if they were a phylactery. To them they were not 
the Word of God, but part of an elaborate ceremonial, lifeless and serving merely as an excuse 
for endless quibbling. Thus it was that the Jews were unprepared for the first coming of Christ. 
The long-promised Messiah came, but they were so engrossed with their quibblings that they did 
not recognise Him. Instead, they crucified Him. And ever since they have been suffering, as it 
was prophesied that they should. 

Indeed, from whatever standpoint the subject is viewed there is no study more essential and 
more profitable than the intelligent study of the prophecies. In times of trial and tribulation the 
prophecies give comfort, strength, and understanding. In times of peace they keep the Christian 
on the paths of faith and watchfulness. 

There are some who maintain that the prophecies must all be regarded from one standpoint. 
They say that they must be interpreted either literally or symbolically. But it is wiser to remember 
the words of St. Peter and to avoid dogmatising on the subject. It is the open mind, (27) utterly 
free from prejudice and preconceived ideas, which obtains the greatest profit. Strain neither after 
literal interpretation nor after symbolical, but admit the possibility of both. The prophecies 
regarding the first coming of Christ undoubtedly received a complete and literal fulfilment. 
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son." "Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, 
and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." Other 
prophecies have obviously received a symbolical fulfilment. For instance, the prophecies 
contained in the Book of Daniel are symbolical prophecies. King Nebuchadnezzar had a vision of 
a monstrous image. The head was of gold, the breast and arms of silver, the legs were of iron, 
and the feet partly of iron and partly of brass. Daniel gives the key to the interpretation of the 
prophecy in his words to the Babylonian king: "Thou art the head of gold." And in so many words 
he explains to us that the prophecy must be regarded symbolically. 

But a prophecy may have more than one fulfilment. It may have a literal fulfilment and a 
symbolical fulfilment. Indeed, in many prophecies we may see the reflection of many events. 
These events may not be complete fulfilments; that, in many cases, has obviously yet to come. 
But we see how they have been particularly (28) fulfilled in the past and how the words of the 
prophets hold true throughout all the ages. 

In the thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah we read: "Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
cars of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of 



the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert." The 
context clearly shows that these words refer to the second coming of Christ. Nevertheless they 
undoubtedly received a partial literal fulfilment in the first coming of Christ, for He cured the blind, 
the lame, the deaf, and the dumb. And for nineteen centuries those words have been daily 
receiving a partial symbolical fulfilment in the effect of the Gospel on the spiritually blind and deaf. 

Thus do we see the events of today mirrored in words of the prophets of old. Not a day passes 
but the power of the Gospel adds another fulfilment to the words of Isaiah. But Isaiah was not the 
only prophet; a third of the Scriptures are prophetical. Are we then not justified in seeking for 
comfort, guidance, and strength among the prophecies in the midst of this time of unparalleled 
trial and tribulation? (29) 



CHAPTER 2 
The Book of Revelation 
 

THERE is no Book in the Bible more fascinating and more difficult than the Book of Revelation. It: 
is fascinating because it deals with the future, with the great events of the latter days, and the 
second coming of Christ, the supreme event of Christianity. It is difficult because it would be 
impossible for it to be anything else. God's purpose in the book is not to provide us with a mirror 
of the future and to satisfy our idle curiosity. It is to encourage us to remain steadfast in faith in 
spite of unprecedented tribulation. In His infinite mercy He understands that in times of stress 
there will be many whose faith will grow faint; and so He tell us that such things must be, but that 
in the end evil will be utterly defeated, the righteous will be saved, Christ will come again and will 
reign over the earth. 

Such a subject and such a purpose obviously precludes the use of anything other than highly 
symbolical language. The Book of Revelation (33) is not a book for hasty reading. It requires time, 
care, and thought. Otherwise it is better left untouched. "Write the vision," says Habakkuk, "that 
he may run that readeth it." The reading must be done before the running, and the prophet 
expressly warns us against scamping the reading. "Though it tarry, wait for it." The Book of 
Revelation is difficult, but if we persevere we obtain our reward. And that, after all, is the keynote 
of Christianity. It is not an easy religion, the way of faith is hard, and Christ warned us that it 
would never be anything else. "But he that endureth to the end shall be saved." 

The fact that the Book is difficult and obscure is not a reason for neglecting it, but a reason for 
persevering and striving to understand. "Watch," says Christ; "for ye know not at what hour the 
Son of Man cometh." The prophecies, says St. Peter, are as "a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn." Shall we then neglect the very prophecies which deal exclusively with that 
glorious day when the Son of Man will come again, for no better reason than that they are 
somewhat difficult to understand? 

There is no mystery about the origins of the book. It is an account of a vision which came to St. 
John while on the Island of Patmos. But it is the most marvellous vision that man has (34) ever 
known. There are other visions in the Bible, those of Nebuchadnezzar and Pharaoh for instance, 
but they are as nothing compared with the vision of St. John. They were but ordinary dreams, 
isolated incidents. But the Apocalypse is stupendous; it is a stream of visions. More marvellous 
still, it is coherent, in spite of its mighty length. The stuff that dreams are made of is ordinarily 
chaotic, but there is nothing chaotic about the vision of St. John. It never swerves from its theme, 
and we may trace it in all its continuity. There is only one possible explanation of the Book of 
Revelation, and that is that the book is what it purports to be – divine. 

"The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to shew unto His servants things 
which must shortly come to pass; and He sent and signified it by His angel unto His servant John. 
. . . Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein: for the time is at hand." 

Those are the opening words of the book, addressed to each and everyone of us. St. John then 
goes on to describe how he saw a vision of seven golden candlesticks. Christ Himself explains 
this vision, saying that the candlesticks represent the Christian Churches. And He orders John to 
write down what He says (35) about them. Some of the Churches are commended for their faith 
and constancy, but others are reproved because of their errors. Pergamos is reproved because of 
its false doctrines, and is urged to return to the Christianity of Christ. Thyatira is reproved for 
paying heed to false teachers. Laodicea is denounced because its faith is lukewarm – it is neither 
hot nor cold. 

It is well that we twentieth-century Christians should take to heart the words which Christ 
addressed to the Christians of the first century. In speaking to them He speaks to us as well. It is 
essential that we should rid ourselves of the errors He points out. Are we free of the error of false 
doctrine? Do we pay too much heed to false teachers? Is our faith only lukewarm? These are 



questions which each must answer for himself, but the warning is clear that we must not and 
indeed cannot, shirk the issue. Christ tells us that He "hates" these errors. Our Christianity must 
be Christ's and not a manmade imitation, and our faith must be hot. 

In particular we must beware of that miserable half-faith which brings Christianity into 
contempt. "So then because thou art lukewarm, I will spew thee out of My mouth. Because thou 
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, (36) and blind, and naked: "I counsel thee to buy of Me 
gold tried in the fire. . . . Behold, I stand at the door, and knock." 

You and I, are we quite sure that we have heard that knock and have opened the door? St. 
John goes on to describe how he saw God enthroned in heaven, holding in His hand a book, 
which bears seven seals. Only Christ, the Lamb, is worthy to open the seals, and this He 
proceeds to do. At the opening of the first seal a rider on a white horse appears. A crown is given 
him, and he sets off "conquering and to conquer." The second seal is opened, and a rider on a 
red horse appears. Power is given to the rider to take peace from the earth, and his career is one 
of bloodshed. On the opening of the third seal a rider on a black horse appears, and in his hand is 
a pair of balances. "A measure of wheat for a penny” cries a voice; "and see thou hurt not the oil 
and the wine." Famine and scarcity, then, are to follow in the wake of the rider on the red horse. 

The fourth seal is then opened, and St. John sees Death riding on a pale horse with Hell in 
attendance. Death is given power "over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with the sword, and with 
hunger." The fifth seal is opened, and the prophet sees the souls of the slain before the altar of 
God; and the souls cry out, "How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge (37) and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" 

In the opening of the seals can we not see the reflection of modern events? The rider on the 
white horse is a beneficent power. White in the Bible is always the colour of truth and goodness. 
And although the rider goes forth "conquering and to conquer," there is no mention of his killing. It 
is a power for good, and where it conquers it brings happiness. Can we not with justice say that 
the rider on the white horse may be taken as symbolising Democracy? In these modern times 
power has been given to Democracy, and everywhere the spread of the democratic ideal has 
uplifted the human race. Democracy has slowly extended its conquests, it has raised man from 
slavery, it has educated him and given him the right to fulfil his destinies and to call himself a 
man. Our greatest pride is that we are democratic, and we have but to look at Prussian-ridden 
Germany or to remember Russia in the dark days of Tsardom to realise the blessings of 
Democracy. 

The rider on the red horse is of a very different nature. The colour of his steed is that of blood. 
He is a power for evil; not happiness, but suffering follows in his train. He has a great sword and 
he takes peace from the earth, so that the people kill one another. Just as the rider on the white 
horse symbolises Democracy with its peaceful (38) ideals, so the rider on the red horse 
symbolises the opposite of Democracy-Autocracy and all that it stands for. It is Autocracy which 
tyrannises over the people with its Prussianism, its militarism, and all the other abominations and 
false ideals which have taken away peace from the world to-day and drenched it with blood. 

The opening of the third seal reveals famine following in the trail of militarism. Again we see the 
condition of the world today reflected in the words of the prophet. There is a shortage of food 
everywhere. Not only are the warring peoples affected, but those who stand aloof. The whole 
world-harvest is scanty. 

It is unnecessary to comment upon the fourth rider-Death and his attendant, Hell. Death indeed 
has been given power in these days. It is stalking over the land, in the air, on and under the sea; 
everywhere it is reaping its grim harvest. 

On the opening of the fifth seal St. John sees the souls of those slain in the cause of 
righteousness crying out in anguish, " How long, 0 Lord, dost thou not judge them that dwell on 
the earth?" Is not that cry being echoed to-day? Does it not seem at first glance that God must 
have deserted the world, or He would assuredly judge them that dwell on the earth? Only the 
Bible enables us to understand these things and keeps us from despair. (89) 



Thus we see how the Bible and the Bible alone comforts us and strengthens us in faith in times 
such as these. The Book of Revelation is the only light we have in this dark place guiding us until 
the great day dawns. Were it not for the prophecies of St. John we might well despair. The war is 
a hideous mockery of our so-called Christian civilisation. Indeed there were many who openly 
confessed that they regarded it as the negation of Christianity. They were dazzled by the 
progress which man had made and they forgot their Bibles. They thought that the Millennium was 
going to evolve in a placid way out of the present, and that the second coming of Christ was but a 
symbolic reference to the prospective evangelisation of the world. The war has shattered those 
dreams, and we see now how utterly unwarranted they were. But the Book of Revelation helps us 
to understand and to realise the error of the past. It reflects the events of today and tomorrow. It 
tells us that God knew that these things were going to be, and that the present was destined to be 
a time of tribulation so terrible that men will cry out in anguish to God. 

But the Book does something more than remind us that the present is a time of unparalleled 
tribulation. It tells us that no matter what we may be called upon to endure, no matter what 
horrors the future may have in (40) store for us, the end will be one of triumph. It tells of the 
stupendous struggle between Christ and Antichrist, between Right and Might. But in the end the 
triumph of Christ is complete. Antichrist is vanquished and the new heaven and new earth arise. 

But before proceeding to examine that conflict in the light of present events, let us recall the 
words of St. Peter. We have already seen how the essentials of the present struggle between the 
forces of Democracy and those of Militarism are symbolically mirrored in the opening chapters of 
the Apocalypse. But we must guard against the error of concluding that present events are a final 
and complete fulfilment of the prophecies. This is not the only time of trial and tribulation that 
Christians have been called upon to endure. As will subsequently be seen, these prophecies 
have already received partial fulfilments in events happening centuries ago. The present may be 
only a further partial fulfilment. Or it may be that the world is about to witness the complete and 
final fulfilment. It is not for us to know these things with certainty, for the prophecies are not of any 
private interpretation. It is for us to read the Scriptures with understanding and to be ever 
watchful. (41)  



 

 

CHAPTER 3 
Antichrist 
 

As every reader of the Bible knows, the Book of Revelation is concerned with a stupendous 
struggle between Righteousness and Evil, in the course of which the righteous suffer the most 
grievous afflictions. But the triumph of Evil is short-lived. Christ comes in all His glory, Evil is 
driven from the earth, and Righteousness comes into its own. The first half of the book deals with 
the persecutions of the righteous, the latter half with the second coming of Christ, the Judgment, 
the Millennium, and the joy of the faithful. 

The leader of the forces of evil, who is to afflict the righteous so sorely, is usually referred to as 
the Antichrist, a name bestowed upon him by St. John the Evangelist. This incarnation of evil is 
referred to again and again by the prophets, both in the Old Testament and in the New. Indeed, 
there are more prophecies referring to the Antichrist than to any other subject. (45) 

 

In the Apocalypse the Antichrist is symbolised in various ways. First of all, there is the Beast. 
The first mention of it is in the eleventh chapter, where we are told that in its rage it will slay the 
two witnesses of God. But in the thirteenth chapter we have a more detailed portrait. .. And they 
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? And 
there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. . . . And he opened his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that 
dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: 
and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him. . . . And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means 
of those miracles which he had power to do. . . . And he causeth all, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads." 

 Next we have the figure of the Great Harlot, "with whom the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication. . . . And I saw a woman sit (46) upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of 
blasphemy. . . . And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold 
and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and 
filthiness of her fornication: and upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON 
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw 
the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." 

We have another view of the Antichrist in the description of Babylon given in the eighteenth 
chapter. "Babylon is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage 
of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of 
the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. . . . 

"Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in 
the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived 
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am 
no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, (47) death, and 
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire. . . . 

"And the kings of the earth who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall 
bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning. . . . And the 
merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any 



more. . . . The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the 
fear of her torment, weeping and wailing. . . . For thy merchants were the great men of the earth; 
for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of 
saints, and of all that were slain on the earth." 

Thus from the Book of Revelation we obtain an insight into the character and career of the 
Antichrist. First and foremost, he is bitterly antagonistic to God and to Christianity. Again and. 
again his blasphemy is insisted upon, and the fact that he speaks "great things" against God and 
the righteous. But words are not a sufficient outlet for his hatred. He makes war upon the 
righteous, fills the world with horror, and becomes drunken with the blood of the saints. And in his 
insensate fury he slays not only the righteous but many others as well. Death, mourning, and 
famine follow in his train. Blindly intolerant, he is also unscrupulous and cunning. He will (48) 
deceive many with his marvels, so that they will worship him. And all who refuse to worship him 
will become victims of his rage. In particular the kings of the earth will become subservient to him. 
He will live in great worldly splendour and the merchants will wax enormously rich. In short, he 
will be the incarnation of all that is material and worldly and evil. 

Throughout the Scriptures, both in the Old and New Testaments, there are continual 
references to the Antichrist, which give us further information regarding him. In the second Epistle 
to the Thessalonians, St. Paul tells us that the Antichrist will apparently be a Christian. The "man 
of sin" or "son of perdition," as St. Paul calls him, will be regarded by many as a Christian and his 
true identity will remain unknown. Moreover, he is represented as being born early in the 
Christian era and living until the second coming of Christ. This, at first sight, appears to be a 
difficulty, for, of course, the Christian era has already lasted some nineteen centuries; but, as will 
be subsequently seen, this passage upon examination proves to be of great help in elucidating 
the prophecies. 

The words which St. Paul addressed to the Thessalonians might have been addressed to us 
to-day. "Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto Him, that ye be not (49) soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man 
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God. . . . For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who 
now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of 
His coming: even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and 
lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved." 

St. Paul thus concentrates his attention on the religious aspect of the Antichrist. The man of sin 
is to be nominally a Christian, but in reality he will be bitterly antagonistic to the true religion of 
Christ. St. Paul knew that Christianity would not preserve its early purity; indeed, he told the 
Thessalonians that even in those early days there was a falling away from the truth which Christ 
left. And for nineteen (50) centuries that falling away has continued. Man must meddle even with 
the divine, and seek to improve it and bring it up-to-date in accordance with the latest ideas of 
science. These are the things which are preparing for the Antichrist. Men whittle at God's Word, 
seeking to improve it; faith is destroyed; false doctrines are taught; Christianity becomes 
materialised and worldly; the Churches acquire vast wealth; popes and bishops wear jewels and 
fine raiment while professing to preach the religion of the Son of Man, Who was lowly and 
humble, and carried neither scrip nor purse. 

This is the state of affairs which Christ predicted in the parables of the leaven and the mustard 
seed. These have been thoughtlessly taken by some to represent the gradual evangelisation of 
the world by the Gospel. That this view is wrong is obvious. On the fourth of August, 1914, it 
received its death-blow. "Many are called, but few are chosen," and Christ knew that the Gospel 
is not destined to perform any miracle. And He knew that there would be a falling away, and that 



man, as a result of his misguided efforts, would obscure truth with worldliness. 

As every student of the Bible knows, the word leaven is always used in the Scriptures to 
denote unrighteousness; and there is no reason for assuming that in the one case of the parable 
(51) Christ should use it to denote righteousness. And the fowls of the air which rest in the 
branches of the tree springing from the grain of mustard seed are not converted into doves. They 
remain the fowls of the air, which Christ denounced as the wicked one because they devour the 
seed scattered by the sower. 

The fact that the Antichrist will in some way be connected with Christianity is also indicated by 
the prophet Zechariah. After prophesying the rejection of Christ by the Jews, he deals with "the 
idol shepherd" in whose features we recognise those of the Antichrist. "And the Lord said unto 
me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in 
the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that 
that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their 
claws in pieces. Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock!" 

So the Antichrist is to be a spurious and renegade Christian. How spurious is shown not only 
by the Book of Revelation, but also by the prophet Daniel. The little horn of Daniel is the same as 
the beast and harlot city of the apocalypse. "And, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: (52) and, 
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things." "And out 
of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and 
toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; 
and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, 
he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken 
away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. And a host was given him against the daily 
sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised and 
prospered." 

Thus has God through the mouth of His prophets given us ample warning as to the Antichrist 
who is to afflict the righteous. There will be no excuse for those who fail to recognise him and who 
are deceived by his lying wonders. Neither will there be any excuse for those who hastily jump to 
the conclusion that some ordinary megalomaniac is the Antichrist and forthwith proclaim that the 
prophecies are fulfilled. The true Christian is he who studies the Scriptures with intelligent 
understanding. He realises that the lot of the righteous is not an easy one, that they are beset 
with trials and tribulations. He knows that such things will be until Christ comes again finally to 
vanquish (53) the forces of evil. But he also realises that the Bible and the Bible alone gives the 
faith and the strength to endure all. 

How, then, will such a man regard these prophecies concerning the Antichrist? Will he interpret 
them as signifying that some individual is destined to fill the world with horror, or will he interpret 
them symbolically and assume that they refer to some force or institution? He will maintain an 
open mind on these questions, knowing that it is not for man to tell such things with certainty. He 
will keep before him the possibility of either or both a literal and symbolical fulfilment, knowing 
that some prophecies have the one, some the other, and others both. And he will also remember 
that many prophecies receive partial, typical fulfilments as well as the final and complete ful-
filment. 

"Even now," says St. John the Evangelist, "are there many antichrists." (54) 

 



CHAPTER 4 

Antichrist as Man 

 

WHENEVER Christians have been called upon to endure persecution or any other severe trial, 
they have always turned to the prophecies concerning the Antichrist. Again and again have these 
brought comfort in suffering and given the strength to endure. The prophecies have never failed. 
No religion has inspired more insensate hatred and been the cause of so much bloodshed as 
Christianity. Christ Himself was persecuted and was called upon to taste the pangs of death for 
the sake of the truth. He was hated by the priests and Pharisees with that blind rage which 
satiates itself in blood. And ever since the tragedy of Calvary His followers have been forced to 
share His cross with Him. The history of Christianity is one of persecution and martyrdom. 

Is not this one of the grandest proofs we have of the essential truth of Christianity? Would a 
cause that is false inspire millions in all places and in all times to face torture, hatred, and death, 
(57) voluntarily and gladly? Falsehood may delude many, but it cannot withstand so terrible and 
searching a test. There is only one explanation of the seemingly paradoxical fact that the martyrs 
on the rack or at the stake are and always have been more happy and contented than their 
tormentors; and that explanation is that Christianity is the Truth Divine, raising men up superior to 
the flesh and its sufferings. 

There are scoffers who jeer at the stories of the martyrs and regard them as legends. They 
cannot believe that righteousness is a cause for which men are happy to suffer and to die. But the 
spirit of the martyrs exists to-day. Go to Armenia, and you will see Christians suffering 
persecution as fierce and rabid as any the world has known, and you will find that these simple 
Armenian peasants have the happiness which only faith can give, in spite of all their sufferings. 

They know that such things must be and they know that Christ will come again. The 
Armenians are a living testimony to the truth of the Bible, and above all to the efficacy of the 
prophecies. There are many among them who believe that the Turks are the Antichrist. 

So it has been with persecuted Christians in all ages. They have turned to the prophecies of 
the Antichrist, and these have given them strength, comfort, and understanding, so that (58) in 
the end they have triumphed over their adversaries. 

The early Christians believed that Nero was the Antichrist. Again and again the early writers 
refer to the Roman Emperor under that name. Undoubtedly they were justified in their belief, for 
Nero had many of the attributes of the Antichrist. He made war upon the saints with a mad 
ferocity which sought to exterminate them utterly. Christians, men, women, and children alike, 
were thrown to the lions as a spectacle for the degenerate Roman populace. They were tied to 
stakes, covered with pitch, and burned as living torches. No death was too diabolical for a 
Christian, no scene of torture too sickening to satiate the lust for blood of the Roman Emperor 
and his subjects. Nero indeed was "drunken with the blood of the saints." 

He spoke great things against God and set himself in His place. Nero indeed announced that 
he was a god and forced his subjects to worship him, just as was foretold of the beast of 
Revelation. The Christians refused to worship a homicidal maniac so degraded that no sin was 
too foul for him to commit. And they paid the price with their lives. "And as many as would not 
worship the image of the beast" he caused to be killed. 

There are people who think that such a hideous personage as the Antichrist could not exist. 
(59) They think that the prophecies are overdrawn in their frightfulness. They have but to read the 
story of Nero to realise that it is quite possible for a literal Antichrist, fulfilling in every hideous 
detail the terms of the prophecies, to arise. Nero, to use the words of the prophet Daniel, "cast 
down the truth to the ground, practised, and prospered." He was a degenerate of the worst type, 
a madman; but he was Emperor of Rome and he used his great power for evil to the full. His rule 
was one of unmitigated evil. Torture was to him a pleasure; he could watch with a smile Christian 
children being devoured by lions before the eyes of their mothers. There was no sin, even the 
most abominable, that he did not commit. He openly satisfied his lusts on his own sisters. He 



announced that he was a woman, and publicly married one of his creatures. 

Might there not have been some excuse for the Christians of those times if they believed in 
despair that God had deserted the world? They saw this monster of iniquity seated on the throne 
of Rome, with millions under his sway. They saw him living in luxury, draining the world of its 
wealth. They suffered unspeakable tortures at his hands. And God did not seem to interfere. Evil 
flourished and held the world in its grip. Righteousness was persecuted with such ferocity that it 
seemed that soon it would be (60) exterminated. Would our faith have been strong enough to 
endure under such circumstances? 

But the early Christians turned to the Scriptures, and they read of "the great whore that sitteth 
upon many waters: with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication." In these words 
they saw the reflection of the terrible times in which they lived. Rome ruled over the whole world 
and her sway spread over many waters. And the inhabitants of the earth were drunk with the 
spirit of evil. 

Further study only increased their belief that Nero was the Antichrist. "And the woman was 
arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: and upon 
her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." To those whose nearest and dearest 
were being thrown to lions and who knew that any day they might be called upon to suffer the 
same fate, these words could have had but one meaning. The woman arrayed in purple, (61) 
decked with jewels and the mother of abomination, was the ruler of Imperial Rome. 

Indeed, the Scriptures themselves indicate that the prophecies refer to Rome. The angel who 
interprets the prophecies of the harlot city to St. John says: "And the woman which thou sawest is 
that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth." In those days such words could have 
referred only to Rome, at that time mistress of the then known world. 

Moreover, the luxury of Imperial Rome is strikingly described in the prophecies relating to the 
Antichrist. "Merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, 
and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all 
manner vessels of the most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, 
and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men." The whole world, in 
fact, was ransacked to pander to the luxury-loving souls of the effete Romans; even, as the 
prophecy says, of the souls of men. 

The early Christians, therefore, had ample justification for regarding Nero as the Antichrist. 
Living in the midst of terror, they could appreciate to the full how hideously close was the 
resemblance between the Roman Emperor (62) and the figure of the prophecies. But we know 
that those prophecies did not receive a complete and final fulfilment in Nero. He had not all the 
attributes of the Antichrist. Generally speaking, Nero fulfilled some of the prophecies, such as 
many relating to the beast and the harlot city in Revelation and the little horn of Daniel. But there 
are many details in Revelation and Daniel which he did not fulfil, and he fulfilled none of the 
requirements of St. Paul's prophecies concerning the man of sin and the son of perdition. Nero 
was a pagan, and he had none of the spurious Christianity which St. Paul tells us will be a 
characteristic of the Antichrist. 

We may say, then, that in Nero we have an example of a partial fulfilment of the prophecies. 
He was a warning to the world that a literal Antichrist is a possibility and not an exaggerated 
vision of the prophets. 

Here we see the infinite mercy of God. He has always given man ample warning and 
encouragement. The tragedy is that man, with his innate perverseness, will not pay heed. No 
better example of this could be had than the example of the Jews. God promised them 
innumerable blessings if they fulfilled His commands, and He warned them that if they failed they 



would be punished. So long as Israel remained constant in truth it enjoyed unexampled 
prosperity. But it fell away from (63) truth. Punishment was inflicted on them; there were the wars 
against the Philistines, the Babylonians and Assyrians. In captivity the Israelites repented and 
were again restored to favour. But again and again they fen away and went "a whoring after other 
gods"; and again and again they were punished. At last they were guilty of the greatest perversity 
of all. They rejected the Messiah and crucified Him. Their punishment has been long and terrible. 
They have been persecuted by all the nations of the earth and for centuries have been a people 
without a home. But the prophecies tell us that God in His mercy will again restore them to favour, 
and will fulfil the promises which He made with their forefather Abraham. 

As with the chosen people, so with us. God not only warns us in the prophecies that the 
righteous will always have to suffer in the cause of truth, but He also gives weight to these 
warnings by proving that the prophecies are true. We have the story of the Jews before us; it is 
for us to take that awful warning to heart and to make sure that we are not guilty of the same 
blindness and hardness of heart. 

A century ago, men believed that Napoleon was the Antichrist. Again there was some 
justification for the belief, but Napoleon, like Nero, only possessed a few of the characteristics of 
the Antichrist and was not a complete (64) fulfilment of all the prophecies. It was simply another 
case of a partial typical fulfilment. 

Similarly to-day there are those who regard the Kaiser as the Antichrist. Again we have a 
partial fulfilment of the prophecies, but not a complete fulfilment. The Kaiser, like Nero and 
Napoleon, is typical of the Antichrist of the Scriptures, but he is not the actual Antichrist. To say 
that he is, is to ignore the greater part of the prophecies and to concentrate our attention only on 
a few. Nevertheless, it is profitable to see how far he possesses the attributes of the son of 
perdition. 

"And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon 
to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him 
a great sword." Here we have a very apt description of the events of August 1914. The Kaiser, 
armed with the great sword of military power, set off to take peace from the earth, with the result 
that he has drenched Europe with the blood of thousands. The crushing of Belgium and Serbia, 
the fiendish sufferings inflicted upon the inhabitants, the wanton destruction of unfortified towns 
and villages, and all the other barbarities which the world has come to associate with the Kaiser 
and his army are fully in keeping with the character of the Antichrist. "Thou shalt ascend and 
come like a storm, thou shalt (65) be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and 
many people with thee. . . . And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will 
go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither 
bars nor gates, to take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places 
that are now inhabited." In these words the prophet Ezekiel describes how the Antichrist makes 
war upon those who are at peace and forces them to take up arms, just as the Kaiser with his 
methods has forced all the peace-loving peoples into league against him. 

The Kaiser, too, speaks great things against God. The public utterances of the war-lord in the 
early days of the war, when it seemed that nothing could withstand the might of his gigantic war-
machine, were full of blasphemous self exaltation. 

But there are many prophecies which the Kaiser does not fulfil. He has taken peace from the 
earth, but dominion has not been given unto him. He has not conquered the world as he expected 
to do, and as the prophecies tell us the Antichrist will do. He has many of the characteristics of 
the Antichrist, but he has not the supreme genius necessary to bring his evil plans to success. 

Thus we see how in the course of the world's history individuals have arisen who have borne 
(66) certain of the characteristics of the Antichrist. In each case certain of the prophecies hold 
true, and in each case, as will be shewn subsequently, the prophecies concerning the ultimate 
fate of the Antichrist have been fulfilled. Each has taken peace from the world, and each has 
afflicted the righteous. But the prophecies have always remained true, a sure source of 
encouragement and strength. 



It will be noticed how all these typical Antichrists have one attribute in common. They have all 
been despotic tyrants trampling on the liberties of those whom circumstance has caused to be 
their subjects. Nero and Napoleon were autocrats whose whims, for good or evil, were law. Their 
rule was absolute, and there was none to gainsay them. It is the same with the Kaiser. He is the 
only autocrat remaining in the civilised world. He is the all-highest, and his subjects have hitherto' 
been under his absolute control. It is the Kaiser who makes war, just as he makes laws for the 
German people; the Germans have no control over their own destinies; they are mere cannon -
fodder whose duty it is to do as they are told. It is the same to-day as it was in the days of 
Napoleon and of pagan Rome. It is and always has been some unscrupulous megalomaniac of 
an autocrat who takes peace from the world and brings sorrow and suffering to humanity. (67) 

 



CHAPTER 5 
Antichrist as Church 
 

IF the prophecies of the Books of Revelation and Daniel were the only ones in the Scriptures 
referring to the Antichrist, then we might well be justified in regarding the Roman Emperor who 
used living Christians as torches, and the German Emperor who, with the aid of modern science, 
obtains high explosives, soap, and pig fodder from the bodies of his slaughtered troops, as 
complete fulfilments of the prophecies. But there are hundreds of prophecies concerning the 
Antichrist, and each prophet concentrates upon a different aspect of his character. We must study 
all the prophecies and not merely a few; we must pay as much attention to St. Paul, Isaiah, and 
Ezekiel as to the Apocalypse and Daniel. By such means only shall we be assured of a proper 
understanding of these things. 

The early Christians who suffered at the hands of Nero, the Armenians and those who regard 
the Kaiser as the Antichrist, concentrate their attention wholly upon the prophecies of (71) 
Revelation and Daniel and in smaller measure upon those of Isaiah. They suffer persecution, and 
naturally they turn to the Scriptures in which they can see the reflection of the events which they 
are called upon to endure. And they are right in doing so, for God intended the prophecies to give 
them the strength to endure by assuring them that righteousness in the end will triumph. 

But emperors and similar temporal autocrats are not the only ones who have persecuted the 
righteous and become drunken with the blood of the saints. The prophecies of St. Paul have 
received a partial fulfilment as well as those of Revelation and Daniel. 

The chief point in St. Paul's prophecy, as has already been mentioned, is that the Antichrist is 
to arise within Christianity. Moreover, the son of perdition was in existence in the days when St. 
Paul wrote and is to continue until the second coming of Christ. 

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first; and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. . . . And now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might be revealed in his time. For the mystery (72) of iniquity doth already work: only he who now 
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His 
coming: even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 
wonders." 

It is impossible to associate these words with Nero, Napoleon, or the Kaiser. They were not in 
existence in the days of St. Paul. These words must refer to an Antichrist which was then in 
existence, although hidden and restrained by some power, which would shortly disappear, 
revealing the man of sin who is to exist through all the centuries until the coming of Christ. It 
would seem, then, that the son of perdition is not an individual, but a succession of individuals, 
holding some office and power. 

It we turn to the Book of Revelation these things are made clear. The angel who shewed St. 
John the vision of the harlot explained to him the meaning of the prophecies. "I will tell thee the 
mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten 
horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and 
go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in 
the book of life from (73) the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is 
not, and yet is. And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, 
on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other 
is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, 
and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. And the ten horns 
which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as 
kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto 



the beast. . . . And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are 
peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. And the ten horns which thou sawest upon 
the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 
flesh, and burn her with fire. For God hath put into their hearts to fulfil His will, and to agree, and 
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fufilled. And the woman, which 
thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth." 

The last sentence clearly refers to Rome, which, as the prophecy says, sits on seven hills. And 
the rest of the passage shews that it is Papal Rome and not Pagan Rome which is the Antichrist. 
(74) 

When Pagan Rome fell, new kingdoms arose from its ruins and the ten horns of the beast 
sprouted up. At the same time, as foretold in the prophecy, Papal Rome took its rise. The 
kingdoms and the Church received power "in one hour." There were no more persecutions; 
Christianity became a religion of State importance and the Bishop of Rome became the 
acknowledged head of the Church. The kingdoms, says the prophecy, give their power and 
strength to the beast. It is an historical fact that the kingdoms which arose after the fall of the 
Pagan Roman empire did surrender themselves to the dominion of the Roman Church. Italy, 
Switzerland, Poland, Hungary, France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, and England were for centuries 
subservient to the Pope. The story of King John is a typical example of the enormous power of 
the Roman Church in the Middle Ages. It ruled Europe, body and soul, and the Pope was the 
richest and most powerful potentate in the world. 

The prophecies tell us that the kings who gave their power to the beast will come to hate the 
harlot and will desolate her. This is exactly what has happened. The countries which were once 
under the sway of the Pope have turned against Rome. The Reformation and the French 
Revolution tore away her power, and, one by one the temporal possessions of the Papacy have 
been taken from her. (75) 

All the great Protestant reformers, John Knox, William Penn, Martin Luther, and innumerable 
others, firmly believed that the Antichrist was Papal Rome. And undoubtedly they had justification 
enough for their belief. 

We gather from St. Paul that one of the chief features of the Antichrist will be that his success 
will in part depend on false doctrines and lying wonders. "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 
in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, . . . if it 
be received with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer." 

Asceticism and external religion, then, is to be a feature of the Antichrist. The great complaint 
of the Protestants against the Church of Rome has always been that it is concerned with empty 
externals more than with true inward religion. Outward piety has too often proved a cloak for 
corruption. 

The woman on the beast is clothed in purple and scarlet, and the Babylon of Revelation is a 
city of worldly luxury. Again we see how the prophecies are fulfilled in the Roman Church. (76) 
Wholly concerned with the externals of religion, it has dragged Christianity from its early purity 
and made it a thing of worldly magnificence. The Son of Man was lowly and humble, but the 
Popes who claim to be His representative on earth wear jewelled vestments. "Merchandise of 
gold and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and 
scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most 
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, 
and frankincense, and wine, and oil. . .." The description of Babylon the harlot-city applies with 
equal aptness to the Church of Rome. 

The Antichrist says great things against God and usurps the place of God. The Pope sets 
himself in the place of God by claiming to be infallible. No better example of the way in which the 
Roman Church "sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God," could be had than 



the indulgences which papal emissaries hawked about Europe in the Middle Ages. The Popes 
proclaimed that they were able to forgive sins, and it was only necessary to pay something into 
the papal coffers in order to obtain forgiveness for any sins which the" faithful" might have 
committed in the past. If a large enough sum were paid, it was even possible to obtain 
forgiveness for any sin which they might care to (77) commit in the future. A prince who wanted to 
marry his cousin had to pay a thousand pounds, a poor man who had murdered his wife obtained 
salvation for three pounds. Armed with an indulgence, the most heinous sins could be committed 
with impunity. This hideous travesty of Christianity proved an inexhaustible source of wealth and 
power for the Papacy. Its appalling effect on the" faithful" requires no comment. 

"Power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations." Moreover, we know from 
the prophecies of Daniel that whereas the other great powers, Babylon, the Medes and Persians, 
the Greeks, and Pagan Rome were to obtain their dominion by the sword, the Antichrist is to build 
up his dominion by other means. The Popes indeed built up an immense power over kindreds, 
tongues, and nations without having to fight for it. By the arts of diplomacy and by fostering 
darkness and superstition they gradually brought all kings and peoples under their sway. It was 
the boast of the Popes that all the kings of the West reverenced them as God on earth and dared 
not oppose their will. 

The Antichrist is to maintain his dominion by means of "lying wonders"; he will foster super-
stition and darkness and will be bitterly opposed to truth. The Church of Rome has always denied 
the right of man to read the Scriptures. The (78) translators of the Bible have always been cursed 
by Rome for their "impious blasphemy," their translations have been publicly burnt, and to this 
day are on the famous Index of books which the "faithful" may not read. 

Of course, the most prominent feature of the Antichrist is that he will oppress the righteous. 
Christians have suffered more persecution at the hands of the Church of Rome than at those of 
all the pagan emperors. Papal Rome has indeed become drunken with the blood of the saints. 
The Inquisition was the longest and most frightful persecution that the world has ever known. 
Men, women, and children whose only crime was that they were following the precepts of Christ 
have been shot, stabbed, stoned, drowned, beheaded, hanged, drawn, quartered, impaled, burnt, 
buried alive, roasted on spits, baked in ovens, thrown into furnaces, tumbled over precipices, cast 
from the tops of towers, sunk in mire, starved, hung on tenter-hooks, suspended by the hair of the 
head, by the hands and feet, stuffed and blown up with gunpowder, ripped with swords and 
sickles, tied to the tails of horses, dragged over streets and flints, broken on the wheel, beaten on 
the anvil with hammers, blown with bellows, burned with hot irons, and torn by red-hot pincers. In 
these and innumerable other horrors, which exhaust the whole art of pain, we see the Antichrist 
at work. (79) 

But the Church of Rome is not a complete fulfilment of all the prophecies concerning the 
Antichrist. The dominion and persecution of the Antichrist is to continue right up to the second 
coming of Christ. But the temporal power of Rome and the Inquisition have long since vanished 
from the earth. We must conclude therefore that Papal Rome is, like Nero and the other tyrants, a 
typical Antichrist, a partial fulfilment of the prophecies, but not the final and complete fulfilment. 
Just as the early Christians were justified in regarding Nero as the Antichrist and in going to the 
Scriptures for strength and comfort in their hour of need, so were the Protestants justified in 
regarding the Papacy as Antichrist and in holding fast to the Word of God. It is for us to mark the 
features of these typical Antichrists and to profit by the experiences of our forefathers. 

There is one feature of the Church of Rome which it is well to bear in mind. It is, and always 
has been, the autocrat of the Churches. It is tyrannically intolerant of all who do not happen to 
agree with it, and yearly the Pope curses all who do not own allegiance to Rome as heretics. 
"May God Almighty and all His saints curse them, with the curse with which the devil and his 
angels are cursed. Let them be destroyed out of the land of the living. Let the vilest of deaths 
come upon them, and let them descend alive into the (80) pit. Let their seed be destroyed from 
the earth; by hunger, and thirst, and nakedness, and all distress, let them perish. May they have 
all misery, and pestilence, and torment. Let all they have be cursed. Speaking and silent, let them 
be cursed. Within and without, let them be cursed. From the crown of the head to the soles of the 



feet, let them be cursed. Let their eyes become blind, let their mouth become dumb, let their 
tongue cleave to their jaws, let not their hands handle, let not their feet walk. Let all the members 
of their body be cursed. Cursed let them be, standing, lying, from this time forth for ever; and thus 
let their candle be extinguished in the presence of God, at the Day of Judgment. Let their burial 
be with dogs and asses. Let hungry wolves devour their corpses. Let the devil and his angels be 
their companions for ever. Amen, amen, so be it, so be it." 

In this spirit are opponents regarded by the Church which claims to be the sole representative 
on earth of the Son of Man, Who, when He was crucified, said, "Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." Everything in the Roman Church savours of the autocrat. The Pope is 
infallible; believe and do as he tens you, or be damned. Is that the spirit of the Son of Man or of 
the Antichrist? (81) 

 



CHAPTER 6 
Antichrist To-day 
 

THE most noticeable feature of the various typical Antichrists which have risen in the world is that 
they have been autocratic. Nero, Napoleon, Wilhelm, the Church of Rome, all have first and 
foremost been autocrats. Power has been given them, and they have exercised that power solely 
for their own ends. They have all been absolutely intolerant of others and have stamped upon the 
rights of their fellowmen. As the Book of Revelation says, the souls of men have to them been but 
merchandise. 

An equally noticeable feature of the religion of Christ is that it is the direct opposite of auto-
cratic. It is democratic. There are no classes in the eyes of Christ, with Him birth and wealth count 
for nothing. All are as one, and merit is the sole criterion. 

Again and again Christ insisted on this fact. "I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." He called Himself the Son of Man and not the Ruler of Man; never did He (85) boast 
of the fact that He was the Son of God. Throughout His sojourn on earth He lived, spoke, and 
acted as the friend, comforter, and counsellor of all, without distinction. 

"I am meek and lowly in heart." Every word of the Gospels goes to prove the truth of that 
statement. He was born in a manger in the lowliest circumstances. His apostles were humble folk, 
fishermen and the like, whom the priests with their exclusive conventions of caste could never 
regard as their equals. He lived the life of the people; the humblest were His friends; sinners sat 
at the same table. "And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many 
publicans and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples." He hated everything that 
savoured of the Pharisees and their sanctimonious snobbery. 

"Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother." 

There has never been a finer exposition of the ideals of democracy than the Sermon on the 
Mount, and the Preacher of that wonderful sermon was and is the champion of the people. He 
raised the lowest to the highest, and brought the highest down to the lowest. He brought them all 
face to face with God His Father, not as rich men, poor men, kings, slaves, learned and ignorant, 
but simply as His friends. (86) 

It is well to remember this democratic aspect of Christianity. The religion of the Son of Man is a 
religion of the heart and not of mere appearances. The most regular of church or chapel goer’s 
may not be a true Christian. The man who never enters church or chapel may be the truest of 
Christians. Christ is our only mediator, and He confers on each and everyone of us, no matter 
what our worldly circumstances may be, the right and the power to attain everlasting life. 

The more the Scriptures are studied, the more obvious it becomes that the true religion of 
Christ is the perfect expression of the highest ideals of democracy. Everything that is opposed to 
democratic ideals is in spirit, if not in fact, opposed to Christianity. But it must be borne in mind 
that everything that passes for democratic is not always in accordance with the principles of true 
democracy, and indeed is often bitterly antagonistic to them, just as everything which is called 
Christian is not necessarily in accord with the true religion of Christ. There are false democrats 
and false Christians. 

The principle of Christianity is that all are equal and that merit alone is the criterion of a man. 
That is true democracy. The ideal of democracy is that every man shall live not for himself but for 
all his fellow-men, and will exert his talents and capabilities to the utmost for the common welfare 
of mankind. That is both (87) Christianity and democracy. But there is nothing of anarchy in 
either. The ideal of anarchy is each for himself alone. Democracy, like Christianity, stands for 
freedom, anarchy stands for licence, and between the two there is an impassable gulf. 
Democracy, like Christianity, requires restraint and sacrifice of self, anarchy imp1ies the 
glorification of self. . 



Christianity is essentially the religion of peace. Here, again, the religion of Christ expresses the 
same ideal as democracy. A Christian world and a democratic world will be a world of peace. A 
world at war is one in which neither Christianity nor democracy have triumphed and in which both 
are opposed by the forces of ignorance and reaction. The world is at war to-day because it is 
neither Christian nor democratic. Selfishness, arrogance, lust for power, ignorance, intolerance, 
and all the kindred vices flourish on the earth to-day as freely as in the days of Nero, the 
inquisition, and Napoleon. 

There will always be men who are a prey to these vices; they will never be wholly eradicated. 
What is possible, however, is that these men should be denied the power to fill the world with 
horror as a result of their base passions. Nero butchered thousands of Christians because he had 
the power to gratify any mad whim that entered his degenerate brain. He was a homicidal 
maniac, but he was born to the imperial (88) purple and so he had within his hands all the mighty 
power of Pagan Rome. None dared oppose him. It was the same with Papal Rome. For centuries 
the Popes had been building up their dominion over all the peoples of Europe. That dominion was 
based upon ignorance and superstition, but it was absolute. No king dared to oppose the will of 
the Pope. And so, when the dawn of modern democracy began to suffuse the darkness of the 
Middle Ages with light, Papal Rome was able to stamp upon the liberties of man as ferociously as 
Pagan Rome had done in the centuries before. 

The power behind Nero was the military might of Pagan Rome. The power behind the Popes 
was the military might of all the kings of Christendom. The power behind Napoleon was the 
military might of France. And to-day the power behind the Kaiser is the military might of Prussia. 
So it has always been. Christianity stands for democracy, for the right of every man to think for 
himself. Autocracy, both temporal and spiritual, says that man is its slave, a thing without liberty. 
And autocracy always has militarism ready with which to seek to enforce its views. The history of 
Christianity and democracy is the story of an unequal struggle against,' militarism. 

Have we not, then, justification for saying that militarism is the Antichrist, or at any rate that 
(89) we may regard it as a typical and partial symbolical fulfilment of the prophecies? 

The more we study Prussianism-militarism in its most modern and most complete develop-
ment-the more plainly do we se e how fully it agrees with the portrait of the Antichrist given to us 
by the Scriptures. The Antichrist speaks great things against God and sets itself in the place of 
God. This is precisely what Prussianism does. It boasts that Might is greater than Right, and thus 
openly denies the power of God. It proclaims itself greater than the God of Justice, of Mercy, and 
of Battles. With its heavy guns and high explosive it seeks to banish Christ from the earth, just as 
Nero and the Inquisition sought to banish Him by means of torture and the stake. 

Prussianism contemptuously dismisses every essential of Christianity as impracticable and 
effete. It is in direct and bitter opposition to every teaching of Christ. 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
"Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. (90) 
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. . . . 
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father Which is in heaven. . . . 
"Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he 

shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. . . . 

"Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." 



Such were the teachings of Christ. In August 1914 Prussianism made its reply clear to all the 
world, and definitely challenged Christianity. 

"Blessed are the haughty: for theirs is the kingdom of earth. 
"Cursed are they that mourn: they shall be left only eyes with which to weep. 
"Blessed are the proud: for they shall conquer the earth. 
"Cursed are the meek: for they shall be exterminated. (91) 
"Blessed are they which do lust after evil: for they shall be sated. 
"Blessed are the merciless: for they shall conquer. 
"Blessed are the evil of heart: for they shall attain their ends. 
"Blessed are the war makers: for they shall hold the world in thrall. 
"Blessed are they which persecute: for theirs is the kingdom of evil. 
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your evil deeds, and tremble in 

terror at your frightfulness. 
"Whosoever shall break the commandments, and shall teach men so, the same shall be 

great on the earth; but whosoever shall do and teach the commandments, the same 
shall be given into slavery. 

"Hate your enemies, curse them that bless you, do evil to them that love you, with fright-
fulness bully all them that are weaker than you." 

That is the creed of Prussianism as revealed to all the world during these past few years. 

By word and deed Prussianism has deliberately sought to stultify the teachings of the Son of 
Man. 

Prussianism with its might has sought to stamp out Right from the world, and in so doing has 
fulfilled prophecy after prophecy concerning the Antichrist. (92) 

St. Paul tells us that the Antichrist will be nominally a Christian, but that his faith will be a 
spurious one, a mass of false teachings. Prussia is nominally Christian, but its deeds prove how 
utterly spurious is its Christianity. The armies which have overrun Belgium and Serbia may call 
themselves Christian, but their deeds are those of -heathen barbarians. The conduct of the 
Germans in Belgium can be compared only with that of the Babylonians and Assyrians when they 
conquered Israel and Judah. And the modern so-called Christians have proved themselves far 
more brutish and more merciless than the heathen hordes of old. A Power guilty of the infamies 
inflicted on Belgium may call itself whatever it cares, but the world at large most emphatically 
denies that it has any right to call itself Christian. 

"And it was given unto him to make war with the saints." How fully Prussianism has fulfilled 
those words requires no comment; it is indeed drunken with the blood of the righteous. "And all 
that dwell on earth shall worship him." Again the prophecy has been fulfilled. For years before the 
war militarism was the curse of the world. All the nations had become tainted, in a greater or 
lesser degree, with Prussianism. In Germany, where the Kaiser is an autocrat, the Junkers are 
supreme, and the people have no power at all, militarism found a (93) congenial hotbed in which 
to flourish. It developed into the antichristian and antidemocratic monster which we know as 
Prussianism. The instinct of self-preservation caused all the other nations to become more or less 
unwilling worshippers of the beast. Mercifully, in all the other countries democracy was able to 
restrain militarism and to prevent it developing into its worst forms. The militarism of France, 
Britain, and the United States was essentially a defensive militarism. Aggressive militarism, or 
Prussianism, was restricted to the place of its birth. 

Prussia set the pace; other nations had to adapt themselves to it or run the risk of extinction. 
France, with nothing between her and Germany, was forced to train an army numbering millions 
and to keep it always in readiness. Britain, with a narrow strip of sea between her and Germany, 
was spared the necessity of maintaining a defensive army of millions, but was forced to rely upon 
sea-power' to protect her shores and those of her empire. During the past twenty years Europe 
has spent a hundredfold more on the voracious needs of militarism than on social reform. But for 
the mad race which the blustering aggressiveness of Prussian militarist autocracy forced upon 
the world, this war would have been impossible, and what now are democratic ideals would have 
been accomplished facts. (94) 



.. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 
which he had power to do." To-day we see the wonders and miracles of militarism. Men are 
fighting in the air, on the land, on the sea, and under the sea. There are guns which fire pro-
jectiles for miles with an uncanny accuracy which can be reckoned in yards. There is poison-gas 
which fills the air with death. There are the high-explosives which shatter the strongest fortresses 
into dust. The world is full of miracles and wonders. But they are lying wonders and bastard 
miracles. Militarism has perverted science and utilised it for its own foul ends. 

Among the prophecies dealing with Babylon we read: .. And the kings of the earth, who have 
committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when 
they shall see the smoke of her burning. . . . And the merchants of the earth shall weep and 
mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more." 

Here again militarism fulfils the prophecies of the Antichrist. Militarism has always been 
associated with autocracy. To-day the Kaiser is the most autocratic monarch in the civilised world 
and Germany is the greatest military power (95) the world has ever seen. It is the same in the 
past. Napoleon, Cresar, Alexander, Nebuchadnezzar were all of them autocrats; their power over 
their subjects was absolute; and they were all the leading military powers of their times. Militarism 
was the means by which they sought to sate their ambition. On the other hand, those countries 
have always been comparatively free from the curse of militarism in which democracy has 
flourished. 

Similarly the merchants of the earth have waxed exceeding rich because of militarism. Even in 
times of peace the great armament firms were enormously wealthy, but to-day their wealth has 
increased a thousand-fold. 

We have, then, in militarism, the fountain head of tyranny, several points of resemblance with 
the Antichrist of the Scriptures. Militarism in every detail and from whatever point of view it is 
regarded is antichristian. 

To-day the democracies of the world find themselves fighting militarism in its most terrible and 
most hideous form. Prussianism is our Antichrist, just as Nero was the Antichrist of the early 
Christian martyrs, and the Church of Rome was the Antichrist of the martyrs of the Inquisition. 
Our forefathers turned to the Bible in their hour of trial and tribulation. Shall not we do likewise? 
(96) 



CHAPTER 7 
The Struggle against Antichrist 
 
THE supreme purpose of the prophecies is not merely to warn Christians that there will be Anti-
christs who will oppress the righteous and drench the world with blood. That would be sheer 
pessimism, and the keynote of the Scriptures is optimism. God not only warns the righteous that 
they will be called upon to endure suffering, He tells them that they will pass through suffering to 
triumph and explains why they will be called upon to suffer. God knows that we are human, that 
when trials and tribulations oppress us there will be many who will whine and whose faith will 
grow cold and faint, and so He gives us the prophecies for our comfort and enlightenment. 

Hitherto we have searched the Scriptures for the characteristics of the Antichrist, and we have 
seen how the prophecies have been partially fulfilled again and again in the course of history. 
From the days of Nero, only a few years after the Crucifixion, down to the present day, when a 
(99) bloated militarism seeks to dominate the earth, exterminate righteousness, and set its mark 
upon man, there has been a succession of Antichrists. We have now to turn to the Scriptures and 
to learn what the prophecies have to tell us concerning the career of the Antichrist. Is Right or 
Might destined to conquer? 

Regarding the question from the merely worldly standpoint, it is obvious that Might ought to 
win. There is no material reason why materialism should not attain its material aims. Nero, with 
the might of imperial Rome to enforce his whims and fancies, ought to have exterminated a few 
thousand Christians. Prussianism ought to be dominating the world to-day. In 1914 it flung 
against the world the mightiest and most perfectly organised military machine the world has ever 
seen. There was apparently no obstacle between it and complete victory. Every material 
consideration shows that the big guns of Krupp sought to have crushed the non-militarist 
democracies of the world as surely as they smashed the fortresses of Liege into dust. 

The aim of Prussianism is material; it is to dominate the world by sheer force of arms. To 
achieve that aim, it prepared the most powerful army known to history; it organised everything 
and left nothing to chance; it called to its aid every advance of science; it pursued its ends (100) 
with an unexampled and unscrupulous ferocity and determination. Opposed to it were com-
paratively small and ill-prepared armies. By the spring of 1915 Prussianism ought to have had the 
world at its feet. It seemed as if it could not fail to conquer. If under such circumstances Might 
fails to stamp out Right, there can be no material explanation of the failure. The only possible 
explanation is that there is something greater than the greatest worldly might; that Might, in spite 
of its blustering and its big guns, is subject to Right. And that is the explanation of the Bible. God 
is supreme, and the Antichrist but an instrument of His will. 

There are some who cannot bring themselves to believe in the miracles because they cannot 
find a material explanation for them. But the events of the past four years are the greatest miracle 
of all. 

From the Book of Revelation we obtain very few details of the actual struggle against the 
Antichrist. From the eleventh chapter we learn that two witnesses will arise and will prophesy. 
They will arouse the rage of the Antichrist and he will slay them. "And their dead bodies shall lie 
in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 
was crucified. And they of the people and kindred’s and tongues and (101) nations shall see their 
dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 
And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts 
one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. And after 
three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their 
feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven 
saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their 



enemies beheld them." 

After the death and resurrection of the two witnesses the only other detail we obtain is the fact 
that the kingdoms which voluntarily surrendered their power to the Antichrist will turn against him 
and bitterly oppose him. "And the ten horns which thou sawest: are ten kings. . . . These have 
one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. . . . And the ten horns which 
thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, 
and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire." 

But although Revelation gives us few details concerning the actual career of the Antichrist and 
the struggle against him, it leaves us in no doubt as to his fate. He sets out to dominate (102) the 
world; he fills the earth with the horrors of war; be becomes drunken with the blood of the 
righteous. But in the end he fails miserably. God is supreme, and the Antichrist, in spite of all his 
blasphemies, is subject to His will. 

. "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with 
her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. . . . 

"And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were 
dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. The merchants 
of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for fear of her torment, weeping 
and wailing, and saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and 
scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is 
come to nought. . . . Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God 
hath avenged you on her. 

"And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, 
Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be (103) thrown down, and shall be found no 
more at all. And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be 
heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any 
more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; and the light of a 
candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be 
heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great ones of the earth; for by thy 
sorceries were all nations deceived. 

"And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the 
earth." 

The Antichrist, then, is to be exterminated, utterly and completely. We also gather from the 
words of the prophet that he will be struck down at the height of his power. "In one hour so great 
riches is come to nought." 

The prophet Isaiah gives a description of the descent of Antichrist into hell. "He who smote the 
people in wrath with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and 
none hindereth. The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing. . . . Hell from 
beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the 
chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings (104) of the nations. All 
they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? Art thou become like unto 
us? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under 
thee, and the worms cover thee. . . . They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and 
consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; 
that made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house 
of his prisoners?" 



Such will be the end of the power which is destined to turn the world into the shambles which 
Ezekiel has pictured. "Wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down, even her, and the 
daughters of the famous nations, unto the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into 
the pit. . . . They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the sword: she is delivered to the 
sword: draw her and all her multitudes. The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the 
midst of hell with them that help him; they are gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the 
sword. Asshur is there and all her company: his graves are about him: all of them slain, fallen by 
the sword: whose graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her company is round about her 
grave: all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which (105) caused terror in the land of the living. 
There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, 
which are gone down uncircumcised into the nether parts of the earth, which caused their terror in 
the land of the living; yet have they borne their shame with them that go down to the pit. - They 
have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all her multitude: all of them uncircumcised, slain 
by the sword. . . . There is Mesech, Tubal, and all her multitude: her graves are round about him: 
all of them uncircumcised slain, fallen by the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of 
the living. . . . There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, which with their might are laid by 
them that were slain by the sword: they shall lie with the uncircumcised, and with them that go 
down to the pit. There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, which are 
gone down with .the slain; with their terror they are ashamed of their might; and they lie 
uncircumcised with them that be slain with the sword, and bear their shame with them that go 
down to the pit. Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his multitude, even 
Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword." 

All peoples will be decimated, righteous and unrighteous alike. How terrific will be the 
Antichrist's military power and how complete (106) will be his fall is shown by Ezekiel. "And they 
that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the 
shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they 
shall burn them with fire seven years: so that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut 
down any out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with fire: and they shall spoil those 
that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed them, saith the Lord God. And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers 
on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury 
Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven months shall 
the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land." 

Daniel, Zechariah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah all testify with Revelation that such will be the 
end of the Antichrist. Right will triumph over Might, and the forces of evil will be slain before the 
brightness of the Lord. "And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of 
the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred 
furlongs." 

But what is God's purpose in permitting the Antichrist to desolate the earth before He strikes 
(107) him down? We may be assured that God has some purpose in these events as in 
everything else. Every reader of the Bible knows that nothing happens that is not in accord with 
the Divine Will. Just as God's purpose is apparent in the stone that slew Goliath and in the 
Babylonian captivity, so His purpose is apparent in the wars of to-day and in the career and final 
overthrow of the Antichrist. We have only to turn to our Bibles for enlightenment. 

"O Assyrian, the rod of Mine anger, and the staff in their hand is Mine indignation. I will send 
him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of My wrath will I give him a charge, to 
take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets, 

"Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and 
cut off nations not a few. . . . Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed 



His whole work upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the 
king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have 
done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and 
have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man: and my hand 
hath found as a nest the riches of the people: (108) and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have 
I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or 
peeped. 

“Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself 
against him that shaketh it ? . . . Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat 
ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. And the 
light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his 
thorns and his briers in one day; and shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, 
both soul and body: and they shall be as when a standard bearer fainteth. . . . Behold, the Lord, 
the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be hewn 
down, and the haughty shall be humbled." 

In these words the prophet Isaiah explains God's purpose. In spite of the Bible and Christianity, 
man will persist in sin. The Antichrist is both a punishment and a warning. God allows him to 
desolate the world as a punishment for the world's sin. But the Antichrist ascribes his success to 
his own might rather than to the will of God. He boasts himself superior to the Divine, and in his 
turn he is punished. Thus man will be purged of the dross of evil and become a fit subject for 
Christ the King. Man (109) will realise once and for all that the wages of sin is death and that 
Right is greater than Might. 

Again and again is this process exemplified in the Bible. The chosen people fell into sin and 
went "a whoring after other gods." They pursued false ideals in spite of the fact that their own 
experience proved that right ideals resulted in prosperity. They learnt to their cost that false ideals 
inevitably result in wars and desolations. The story of the Babylonian captivity, the Assyrian 
captivity, and the sack of Jerusalem is but the story of the Antichrist. 

You and I have our Bibles. We know the warnings, the punishments, and the promises of God. 
It is for each to decide whether he will open or close his eyes to the light. There will be no excuse 
if we fail. God is the God of Mercy. He has given us the Bible. It is all sufficient. It explains 
everything. But we must be worthy of God's mercy, for He is also the God of Justice. (110) 



CHAPTER 8 
 
The Struggle against Antichrist the Man 
 

FROM the merely human point of view the position of the Christians in the days of Nero was 
utterly hopeless. There was nothing, seemingly, that could save them. They were doomed to 
suffer ferocious persecution until finally they were exterminated. On the one hand there was 
Nero, mad with the lust for blood and cruelty, with all the power of Imperial Rome at his disposal. 
On the other there was a handful of humble folk, without the slightest influence or power, hated 
alike by the Emperor and his subjects. The Christians were persecuted not only by Nero, but also 
by the Romans. Christians were regarded as something less than human beings, and there was 
no more popular entertainment with the degenerate Roman populace than the spectacle of 
Christian men, women, and children being devoured by wild beasts. 

Have we, you and I, the faith to endure under such circumstances? Would we face ravenous 
(113) lions, defenceless and without hope of escape, for the sake of Christ? Or would we deny 
Him and, to save our skins, worship a homicidal maniac who proclaimed himself to be a god as 
well as an emperor? 

Those are questions which we must ask ourselves if we are to appreciate the faith of those 
early Christians. They had none of the advantages which we enjoy. In those days the world was 
openly pagan, and evil in its worst forms prospered, seemingly unhindered. To-day the world is 
nominally Christian, and public opinion is sufficiently advanced to hold the worst forms of evil in 
check. In those days Christianity was a very small affair, a minor religion which had attracted a 
few adherents, chiefly from the lower ranks of life. To-day Christianity is of State importance, rich 
in influence and worldly wealth. It is very easy to be nominally a Christian nowadays; lip-service 
costs nothing and entails no penalties. But the service Christ demands is the service of the heart, 
the service of the early Christians who endured all, even the fiercest persecution, for the sake of 
truth.  

If we but partly appreciate the circumstances under which those early Christians lived and 
suffered, we must realise that the fact that Christianity survived so terrible an ordeal was a 
miracle as great as any recorded in the Bible. (114) There is no possible material explanation of 
the failure of Nero and his subjects to stamp out Christianity. They had every possible material 
advantage, and they approached their task with a fiendish enthusiasm which was dead to every-
thing that savoured of mercy and humanity. The persecution was as thorough as it was pitiless. It 
must have been obvious to every Christian in those days that nothing but a miracle could save 
Christianity from extinction. 

Many an early Christian must have despaired of his religion surviving the persecution to which 
it was subjected. Impossibilities are not supposed to happen in this world. Not one, even in his 
most optimistic dreams, could have considered the possibility of Christianity becoming a religion 
of State importance or could have imagined that the Emperor of Rome, in whose person seemed 
to be concentrated all the attributes of the Antichrist, would one day be a Christian. 

Yet it is a matter of history that such was what actually happened. Comparatively few years 
after the death of Nero the Antichrist, Constantine the Great, Emperor of Rome, was baptised a 
Christian. No longer were Christians smothered in pitch and used as torches, or Hung to wild 
beasts at the circus. The impossible came to pass, and Christianity not only survived its terrible 
ordeal but conquered the gods of (115) Pagan Rome. Jupiter, Venus, and the whole throng of 
fellow-gods and goddesses vanished, never to appear again. Christianity not only took their 
place, but has remained ever since the religion of all the most advanced and most civilised 
peoples of the earth. 



What is more miraculous from the worldly point of view is the fact that this stupendous victory 
was achieved without force. The early Christians were few in number, they had neither wealth nor 
influence; and public opinion, when not actively antagonistic to them, was utterly indifferent to 
their fate. They could not oppose force to force. They simply persevered, enduring all the trials 
and tribulations which persecution could devise for their torture, knowing that their cause was 
right and that in the end Christ was destined to triumph. 

It was this spectacle of a faith raising men and women, even the humblest, superior to the 
sufferings of the flesh, which conquered the Romans. It was a phenomenon which struck at the 
very root of all their materialistic ideas. They had believed that force was supreme, but here was 
something greater than force. They were astounded and amazed. The pagan gods could not 
inspire such faith. 

Hatred and contempt began to be tempered with curiosity. Persecutors began to grow 
interested in their victims. People sought for (116) the explanation of this phenomenon and began 
to study this new religion which was so different from all the others. The seed fell upon fruitful 
ground. For centuries the old mythology had lost its grip over the Romans, and they were a 
people practically without a religion. Mere unbelief was pitifully empty, and it had brought Rome to 
a decadent materialism. First one and then another turned to the rich fullness of Christianity as 
thirsting men turn to a sparkling stream in the desert. Gradually the ranks of the Christians grew; 
no longer was it the religion of the poor and wretched; intelligent people of all classes became 
converts to the new religion of truth and hope. And so the process continued, until the conversion 
of Constantine marked the complete triumph over the Antichrist embodied in Nero. 

Many an early Christian must have wondered in the midst of his sufferings whether there was 
any purpose behind all the sorrow and pain and tribulation. But we to-day, with subsequent 
events to help us, can see God's purpose at work in all the hideous doings of Nero. At the very 
outset of its course God gave Christianity every help and encouragement to remain what it was 
when His Son gave it to mankind-the religion of perfect truth. When Christ ascended into heaven 
He handed over His religion to us, to preserve it in its purity or to mar it in our (117) blundering 
human way. There were dangers and pitfalls ahead. And so God raised up an Antichrist as a 
practical warning to all Christians. 

In the first place, the persecution of the early Christians and the subsequent triumph of 
Christianity is a demonstration of the supreme power of faith. "And Jesus said unto them, . . . for 
verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you." 
The truth of those words was proved and more than proved by the events of those early 
centuries. Faith and faith alone achieved a far greater miracle than the moving of a mountain. It 
not only withstood but conquered the arrogance of Pagan Rome. Never were Christians in direr 
straits, never was their faith put to a sterner test, but faith conquered and achieved the 
impossible. 

The first great lesson, therefore, which we and the Christians of all the ages have to learn from 
the triumph over Nero the Antichrist is that true faith is unconquerable and all-conquering. We 
owe our Christianity to those early Christians whose faith was such that they endured the most 
hideous persecution that the world could inflict upon them. We in return owe it to Christ Himself 
that our faith shall be of a similar quality. (118) 

The second great purpose of God was to demonstrate to us that Right is greater than Might. 
Never was there a more unequal contest than that between Nero and the early Christians. On the 
one hand there was all the might of imperial Rome; on the other a handful of humble folk, 
despised and misjudged by all. It was not a contest, but sheer butchery. Might had every possible 
material advantage, Right had every possible disadvantage. Nevertheless, the spiritual Right of a 
few despised outcasts conquered the whole material Might of Imperial Rome. And it was no 



chance victory. Right conquered solely on its merits. 

That, then, is the second lesson which we have to take to heart. The outlook for Right can 
never be so dark that it need fear the power of earthly Might. We could not have a more striking 
and more conclusive object-lesson. With the triumph of early Christianity before us, we need 
never despair. Right has in the past triumphed against greater odds than any it can be called 
upon to face to-day. 

In the third place, the events of those early centuries were a triumphant vindication of the all-
sufficiency of the Bible. Christianity triumphed because faith raised men up superior to the 
sufferings of the flesh. But that faith was inspired and maintained by the Bible and the Bible 
alone. In those days Christianity (119) had not developed into an organised religion such as it is 
now. It had no power and no wealth. It was simply an affair between Christ and man. It was 
democratic in the completest sense of the word. Men were Christians not because it was a 
fashionable religion, not because they had been brought up in the faith; they were Christians 
because each thought for himself and studied the teachings of the Son of Man at the fountain-
head-the Bible. They were Christians because they believed, honestly and individually. It was the 
appeal of the Gospel, without the aid of any intellectual quibblings or human arguments, which 
won men over to Christ. 

Just as the Bible inspired faith, so it also maintained faith. There was in those days no 
encouragement to be a Christian. Bitter persecution was the lot of the faithful. But the Bible gave 
the strength to endure in truth, because the Bible tells that such things are to be and that in the 
end Christ will triumph. Without the prophecies relating to the Antichrist, his persecutions and final 
overthrow to sustain them, would the Christians who suffered at the hands of Nero have had the 
strength of faith needful to endure? Without the words of the prophets, their sufferings would have 
seemed meaningless and inexplicable, a negation of Christianity, and not understanding, (120) 
their faith would have failed and they would have fallen into despair. But with the prophecies 
everything was clear. They understood, and their faith remained proof against every affliction. 

Many centuries have passed since those days. The religion of the Son of Man has been long 
left in erring human hands. Dogmas, doctrines, and quibblings may fail us; but the Bible always 
remains. It is always available. In their doubts, perplexities, and tribulation Christians today can 
go straight to the fountain-head of truth just as did the Christians of the days of Nero. It was the 
Bible and the Bible alone which gave them the faith to achieve the impossible. Need we then fear 
that it will fail us? 

We must never forget that the triumph of Christianity over Pagan Rome was a triumph of 
democracy. The victory did not lie with bishops, or ministers, or priests, but with the people 
themselves. Each man thought and believed for himself. The triumph of Christianity was the 
triumph of the ideal which is the corner-stone of democracy and which has been bitterly opposed 
by autocracy in every age the right of every man, the lowest as well as the highest, to think for 
himself. There are no secret mysteries in Christianity which are the perquisite of any particular 
class. The truths of Christianity are freely available for all, for (121) the rich and the poor, for the 
learned and the unlearned, for the righteous and the sinner. God cares nothing for outward 
appearances or for worldly conditions; He looks straight into the heart of every man. 

There is one other divine purpose which we can trace in the persecution of the early 
Christians by Rome. God knew that Right was destined to triumph over Might and that the 
contemned religion was to become the faith of Roman emperors. He knew what dangers and 
pitfalls beset Christianity when it became involved in worldly state, fashion, and wealth. 

It was necessary that the triumph of Christianity should be won through suffering. If the victory 
had been too easy, man would have put it down to his own superior intelligence. He would have 
become boastful and arrogant, and the dangers and pitfalls would have increased a hundredfold. 



But persecution is the great winnowing fan of faith; it separates the corn from the husk, the true 
from the false. It is the great furnace which separates the pure metal from the dross. False 
doctrines and vain quibblings cannot withstand its fierce breath. It is only truth that can endure. 
Hence the Christianity which survived the persecutions of Nero was the life-giving religion of the 
Son of Man. God gave that religion to the whole world; it was for man to preserve it in its purity 
(122) or to debase it with worldliness. But God in His infinite mercy gave man every help and 
encouragement to remain steadfast in truth and to realise the impotency of false doctrines and 
false ideals. 

It is the story of the chosen people, only on a greater scale. (123) 

 



CHAPTER 9 
 
The Struggle against Antichrist the Church 
 
JUST as the chosen people refused to pay heed to the warnings which God gave them, so the 
world refused to take to heart the lessons of the struggle of early Christianity against Nero the 
Antichrist. Those lessons were, as we have seen, (1) that faith is invincible and can achieve what 
worldly considerations shew to be impossible; (2) that spiritual Right is greater than material 
Might; (3) that the Bible is all sufficient and is the only inspirer and sustainer of faith; and (4) that 
the religion of the Son of Man is essentially the religion of democracy, regarding all men as equal 
and demanding intellectual freedom for all. 

If man had profited by those lessons the history of the world would have been very different. 
But man did not profit by them. "Narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it." Man with his innate perversity and stubbornness refuses to follow the way, no matter how 
clearly its advantages (127) may be indicated to him. Just as the chosen people of old refused to 
pay heed to the warnings of God in the shape of the desolations of the Babylonians and the 
Assyrians, so Christians refused to take to heart the lessons of those early centuries. 

As with the chosen people, so with Christianity; stubbornness brings its own inevitable retribu-
tion. "For as much as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly. . . ; now therefore, 
behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of 
Assyria, and all his glory." If Christianity had profited by those lessons, the world would have 
been spared infinite suffering, misery, and evil. The fact that it failed to profit by them made 
suffering, misery, and evil inevitable. 

The conversion of Constantine marked the complete triumph over the Antichrist embodied in 
Nero. It also marked the opening of a new stage in the history of Christianity. No longer was it 
hated and contemned. It had power, influence, wealth, and fashion. It was one of the greatest 
opportunities in the history of the world. Man had but to open his eyes and stretch out his hand to 
grasp it in order to obtain blessings innumerable. But man remained blind, he refused to see, and 
the opportunity was allowed to slip away. (128) 

Right conquered Might, but it failed to convert it. Instead it allowed itself to be corrupted by the 
false ideals which it had vanquished. The prophecy of St. Paul was proved to be only too true. 
"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken 
out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed." The pagan emperors were the barrier 
which prevented the revelation of the mystery of iniquity, and with the conversion of Constantine 
the barrier was taken away. 

Christianity was no longer the religion of the poor and wretched and humble; it was the religion 
of the greatest and most powerful in the land. The Bishop of Rome found that worldly power, 
wealth, and magnificence were his for the asking. He was the acknowledged head of Christianity. 

The seeds of corruption thus sown brought forth an abundant crop. The bishops were given 
the title of Pope. Their temporal power and wealth grew apace. By the unscrupulous use of the 
diplomatic arts they managed to obtain increased power and increased wealth as a result of the 
break-up of the Roman Empire. Their arrogance increased with their magnificence. They not only 
were the leaders of Christianity, they usurped the place of God Himself. 

Thus the hideous figure of the Antichrist (129) loomed up within Christianity. Faith gave place 
to superstition, right to might, democratic ideals to autocratic tyranny, the Bible to the commands 
of men. The autocracy of the popes was in every way as tyrannical as the autocracy of Nero. By 
fostering ignorance and superstition, it effectively checked everything that savoured of "heresy." 
For fifteen centuries it kept the Bible a closed book, and deliberately withheld God's Word from 



man. It denied the right of man to think for himself. It was the open boast of the popes that all 
men, from the mightiest princes to their humblest subjects, dared not disobey the will of Rome. 
When at last freedom refused to be stifled any longer, Rome sought to stamp it out by means of a 
persecution which, as we have already seen, was in every way in absolute accord with the 
hideous ravenings of the Antichrist. 

When we come to consider the protagonists, we find many marked similarities between the 
struggle against Antichrist in the shape of Pagan Rome and the struggle against Antichrist 
personified in Papal Rome. In the first place, Papal Rome, like Pagan Rome, stood for autocratic 
tyranny. The power of the Papacy over the whole of western Europe was absolute, and can be 
compared only with the complete sway exercised by the Caesars over their subjects. "Omnes 
reges servient ei," "all kings serve her," was the boast of the papal coins. (130) And these were 
no empty words. In the dark ages of ignorance and superstition no king was powerful enough to 
dare thwart the will of Rome. And as the monarchs and princes were subservient to Rome, it was 
impossible that their subjects should be in any better condition. The popes tyrannised over the 
whole of so-called Christian Europe, and all men, from the highest to the humblest, were their 
spiritual slave!). The pope could suspend all religious observances, from the baptism and 
marriage of the living to the burial of the dead, for as long a period as he chose. If any man 
demurred, or dared to think for himself, or to read the Bible, he was promptly branded as a heretic 
and the rack or the stake soon put an end to his rebellious mood. 

Papal Rome, then, was the negation of all the democratic ideals of true Christianity. The great 
Protestant reformers and their followers, on the other hand, were democrats in the fullest sense 
of the word. They contended and suffered for the right of every man to think for himself and to 
read the Bible in his own tongue. They refused to admit that the pope was infallible and that his 
word was necessarily divine. They refused blindly to accept a man-made distortion of Christianity 
as the true religion of the Son of Man; they demanded the right to (181) go straight to the 
fountain-head of truth, to the Bible. 

Protestantism, indeed, has always been essentially democratic. Whereas the organisation of 
the Roman Church is autocratic, that of the Protestant Churches is democratic. Rome starts with 
the pope and works down to the people whom it regards as spiritual cannon fodder, their only 
purpose being to do and believe what they are told. It proclaims its priests to be a superior race of 
men, blessed with superior wisdom and standing midway between God and man. The Roman 
Church denies that an ordinary man can deal direct with God; the priest in the confessional takes 
the place of God. The organisation of the Protestant Churches is the exact opposite. With them 
the people are the chief concern. They have no priestly class with pretensions to superior sanctity 
or superior wisdom. The minister is a man as other men; he is a guide and not an autocrat. Rome 
insists that she is complete mistress of the souls of men; Protestantism asserts that every man is 
master of his own soul. 

The religion of Rome is a religion of ceremonial. It is made up of crossings, genuflexions, and 
candles. It concentrates on outward appearances and neglect the inward religion of the heart. 
Protestantism asserts that ceremonial is but the husk of religion and that (182) inward religion is 
the core. It insists that thoughts are of more importance than genuflexions. 

Christ is nominally the central figure of papal religion, but He is surrounded by a crowd of 
satellites which in practice overshadow Him. In the hands of Rome, Christianity has developed 
into a veritable mythology and saints are placed in the position of Christ. All these demigods have 
special powers and interests credited to them. Sailors pray to St. Someone, those suffering from 
rheumatism pray to St. Someone Else. And so on for a myriad saints. Is it to be wondered at that 
the followers of Rome are apt to pay more attention to the saint who is supposed to watch over 
their interests or to cure their ills than to Christ Himself? Protestantism, on the other hand, 
concentrates on Christ. It sets up no demigods to obscure Him. It maintains that every man is in 



the spiritual presence of the Son of Man, and that the saints, no matter how splendid their lives 
may have been, were men and women, ordinary flesh and blood, and not demigods. To Rome 
the saints are supernatural beings; to the Protestant the saints are human beings whose faith was 
greater than that of ordinary men. 

Another parallel between the struggle against the Pagan Antichrist and that against the Papal 
Antichrist is that in each case the Antichrist (188) was resplendent with worldly pomps and vani-
ties, and in striking contrast to the opponents he sought to exterminate. The luxury of Pagan 
Rome was notorious. The whole of the then known world was drained of its riches to contribute to 
the splendours of the Caesars and to sate the jaded sensuality of the effete Romans. The luxury 
of the Papacy was on a similar scale of magnificence. The palace of the popes was more 
grandiose than those of the wealthiest princes. Their vestments were ablaze with jewels and 
precious stones. 

The early Christians lived in the humblest circumstances. Poverty and wretchedness were 
their lot. And the Protestants, in vivid contrast to Rome, have always contemned earthly pomps 
and vanities. The Puritan founders of our greatness, with their serviceable homespun, are typical 
of Protestantism, just as the Pope with his gorgeous raiment and jewelled vestments is typical of 
Romanism. 

We have seen that the struggle against the Pagan Antichrist was a contest between Right and 
Might, in which every material advantage favoured Might. It was the same in the case of the 
struggle against the Papal Antichrist. Every worldly consideration showed that it ought to have 
had no difficulty in stamping out Protestantism, just as Pagan Rome ought not to have had any 
difficulty in stamping out Christianity. (184) It had unlimited wealth and power. At its beck and call 
was the material force of every king in Christendom. 

The Protestant reformers, on the other hand, were for the most part humble folk without power 
and influence. Moreover, they were distrusted by kings and statesmen, who suspected that their 
democratic ideas were not confined to the realms of religion. Rome, too, had popular prejudice on 
her side. The people were ignorant and superstitious, and wholly in the power of the priests. 
Promises of all the terrors of hell for" heretics" and of unlimited bliss in heaven for informers 
constituted not the least of Rome's weapons against Protestantism. 

These advantages were pressed by Rome with an exampled vigour and unscrupulousness. 
The inquisition burst over Europe in all its hideousness. No country was free from it. Every priest 
was a spy in the service of darkness. None was safe. The slightest act or the merest word which 
might be construed or twisted into evidence of sympathy with Protestantism was sufficient. The 
rack, the stake, death in every torturing form which fiendish ingenuity could devise, sought to 
consume the new spirit of freedom. Men, women, and children were tortured to death for the 
heinous offence of reading the Word of God. The translators of the Bible were hounded into exile 
when they managed (185) to elude the stake. They were ceremoniously cursed with the most 
terrible fulminations that Rome could invent. Their works were burned, and the faithful were 
prohibited under pain of the torments of hell from reading such "blasphemous" productions. 

But in spite of all, Protestantism triumphed and the tyranny of Rome was smashed. Pro-
testantism not only survived persecution, but its ideals spread over the whole civilised world. Like 
night before the dawn the spiritual tyranny of Rome melted away, and today it is but a faint 
shadow of its former absolutism. With spiritual power went temporal power. First one and then 
another nation shook itself free from the papal yoke. Finally, in 1870, the last shred of Rome's 
temporal power vanished with the foundation of the kingdom of Italy. 

What is the explanation of this victory of Right over Might? We have seen that no material 
explanation is possible, because every material advantage favoured Might. The only possible 
answer to the question is that the triumph of Protestantism was due to faith and to faith alone. 



Just as it was faith that enabled the early Christians to endure the persecutions of Nero and to 
triumph over Pagan Rome, so it was faith which enabled the Protestant reformers to endure the 
persecutions of the Inquisition and to triumph over Papal Rome. Faith raised (186) them up 
superior to earthly suffering and earthly prejudice. The rack and the stake could torture and 
destroy their bodies, but they could not destroy or even shake their faith. 

What inspired this faith which could endure through suffering to victory? Again the answer is 
not difficult to find. The Protestant reformers, like the early Christians before them, relied solely 
upon the Bible. Protestantism indeed sprang directly from the Bible. For centuries Rome had kept 
the Word of God a closed book. But at last the time had come when man could no longer be kept 
docile in the shackles of ignorance and superstition. First one and then another venturesome 
scholar braved the fulminations of Rome and dared to translate the Scriptures into the language 
of the people. Like a shaft of sunlight breaking the gloom of a closely shuttered dungeon, the truth 
burst upon the world. It was as if Christ Himself had come again to earth. Christianity was reborn. 
Men read the Scriptures for the first time, and they compared the teachings of the Son of Man 
with the man-made religion which called itself Christianity. 

To-day the Bible has been an open book for generations; we are familiar with the Word of God 
from our earliest days. But still we find it to be the only inspirer and sustainer of true faith. It is not, 
then, difficult to understand how (137) it was that the Bible, coming fresh, as it were, from Christ 
Himself to the Protestant reformers, inspired them with a sublime, evangelising faith and enabled 
them to remain firm in that faith in spite of an tribulations. 

In the struggle against Antichrist the Church we can trace the same great purpose of God as 
in the struggle against Antichrist the Man. In each case the contest and ultimate triumph of Right 
was a warning to man that he was pursuing false ideals, leading inevitably to misery and 
suffering. When the religion of the Son of Man was given to the world, God in His infinite mercy 
gave mankind, as we have seen, every encouragement to preserve Christianity in its divine purity 
and to keep steadfastly to its teachings. 

But the lessons of the struggle of early Christianity against Pagan Rome were not heeded. 
Man persisted in the errors which that struggle proved conclusively to be vain and dangerous 
delusions. Nominally man became Christian, in reality he remained Pagan. The world under both 
Pagan and Papal Rome was a prey to the same false and materialistic ideals. 

And so man received another unmistakable warning. That warning was necessarily bitter and 
stern. Just as the Babylonian and Assyrian desolations were necessary to rouse the chosen 
people to a sense of their sin, so the persecutions of the Inquisition were necessary to make men 
(138) realise the error of their ways. God is the God of Justice as well as the God of Mercy. 

Once again were the eternal truths conclusively and clearly impressed upon man. Experience, 
the greatest school of all, told him that faith is supreme, that Right is greater than Might, that the 
Bible is indeed the Word of God and the sole fountain-head of truth, that the religion of Christ is a 
democratic religion, and that Christ died for all men and not merely for kings and priests. Man 
was given another chance to repair his blunders of the past. To-day we are in a position to judge 
whether that opportunity has been utilised for good or for evil. (139) 



CHAPTER 10 
 
The Struggle against Antichrist Today 
 

WITH the defeat of the Antichrist typified in Pagan Rome man was given an opportunity of 
moulding a veritable instead of a nominal Christian world in which the truths of Christianity were 
applied to daily life. That opportunity was neglected. The leading peoples became Christian in 
name only, true Christianity remained divorced from the ordinary life of the world, tyranny kept its 
grip on the souls and bodies of mankind, and the religion of the Son of Man became lost under a 
mass of false doctrines, false teachings, and material arrogance. This state of affairs inevitably 
led to the evolution of the Antichrist typified in Papal Rome. This Antichrist was in its turn 
vanquished by Protestantism, and another opportunity was placed in the grasp of man. We have 
now to consider to what extent that opportunity was utilised. 

It is plain enough what man ought to have done; the question is, what did he do? Lessons 
(143) and warnings are useless unless they are acted upon. That would seem to be an obvious 
statement. And yet the history of man is the story of a tragic and blundering disregard of warnings 
and lessons. 

The lessons and warnings embodied in the struggle against the Papal Antichrist were no 
exception to the rule. They were not wholly disregarded as were those of the struggle against the 
Pagan Antichrist. In that case victory was turned into virtual defeat by the corruption of the victors 
with the ideals of the vanquished. The victors over the Papal Antichrist did not commit that 
stupendous blunder. The lesson was, at any rate, partly understood and heeded. 

The first great principle which was realised was that Christianity is a democratic and not an 
autocratic religion. Christ's message was for all men, from the highest to the humblest, and for all 
generations. Spiritual tyranny received its death-blow. No longer was man to be starved with a 
man-made perversion of Christianity; no longer was he to be forced to believe what the Pope or 
any other man told him. He obtained the birthright of which he had been defrauded, the right to 
believe only what Christ Himself told him. And so the Book which had remained closed for 
centuries was opened at last. The Bible was translated into the ordinary language of the people, 
and it was no longer a crime to (144) read it. For centuries this great work of translating the Bible 
has continued, so that today it is available in hundreds of tongues and dialects, carrying the 
message of Christ direct to all mankind. 

But the glories of what has been done must not blind us to what has been left undone. Has 
man used this hard-won right of the open Bible to the best of his capabilities? Our Puritan 
forefathers fought, suffered, and died that we might have the benefit of the true Word of God. Are 
we deserving of their sacrifice? We can justly say that there are many who appreciate the 
blessings of the open Bible to the full, and who find it, as did our forefathers, a constant source of 
strength and comfort and understanding. But must we not also admit that there are many who 
treat the Word of God as a pretext for vain quibblings and hair-splitting arguments, after the 
manner of the Pharisees? And are there not many who ignore it altogether, never reading it from 
one year's end to another, and regarding it merely as a more or less excellent schoolbook for 
children and a textbook for ministers? Familiarity breeds contempt, says the proverb; and it is 
true, even in regard to what is divine.  

The second great principle which was more or less partly realised as a result of the struggle 
against the Papal Antichrist was the fact that true Christianity is a practical religion. The (145) 
ideals of Christianity can be applied to our ordinary daily life. In the dark ages man suffered under 
a twofold tyranny. Spiritually he was the slave of the Pope, politically he was the slave of 
autocrats. Such power as he had over his own destinies was comparatively negligible. 

But the smashing of the spiritual tyranny of the popes was an indirect blow at the temporal 



tyranny of autocrats. With the spirit of religious democracy the spirit of temporal democracy 
flourished on all sides. Before the Reformation, democracy had made but the feeblest advances, 
but when once the Bible became an open book it went on from triumph to triumph. Oliver 
Cromwell, William Penn, and all the other great champions of democratic liberty were the direct 
outcome of the Reformation. Man demanded and obtained the rights which tyrants had filched 
from him. The Bible told him that before God all men are equal and that the greatest are not 
necessarily those who are born to thrones or worldly riches, but those who utilise their abilities to 
the utmost in the service of God and man. Temporal as well as spiritual liberty was a result of the 
triumph over the Papal Antichrist. 

We may well rejoice in the blessings which democracy has brought to us. The lot of the poor 
and humble has improved a thousandfold. (146) We have the right to control our earthly as well 
as our future destinies. Everyone has the opportunity of making the most of his earthly existence. 
But the temporal lesson, like the spiritual lesson, was not wholly learnt. There are strongholds of 
autocratic tyranny which still defy and threaten democracy. Even in the midst of our twentieth-
century civilisation autocratic tyranny flourishes as arrogant, as unscrupulous, and as intolerant 
as in any of the days of the popes and feudal princes. 

There is Germany, where all power is in the hands of the King of Prussia and of those who 
have gained an ascendancy over him. The people are under the absolute rule of the Kaiser, as 
much as the Romans were under the complete sway of the Caesars and the people of the dark 
feudal ages under the dominion of the Pope. There is, of course, that mockery of democracy. the 
Reichstag, in which the representatives of the people are allowed to talk to their hearts' content. 
But the Reichstag has not a shred of power. Its vapourings count for nothing, the word of the 
warlord is law. 

The inevitable curse of such a form of government is, as is plain to all the world to-day, mili-
tarism. Where government does not depend on the will of the people it must depend upon 
coercion. The only alternative to freedom is force. Throughout the whole length of human (147) 
experience, autocrats, without exception, have had to depend upon worldly might for their 
dominion. The Kaiser is but a survival of ideals which have been proved false again and again in 
the history of the world. What was true of Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Pagan Rome, and Papal 
Rome is true of Germany to-day. Militarism and autocracy go hand in hand. And, as has already 
been shown, in militarism we can discern the characteristics of the Antichrist. 

The existence of Prussian autocracy and Prussian militarism is proof of the lamentable lack of 
heed which man paid to the lessons of the fall of the Papal Antichrist. And we must admit, further, 
that democracy itself has not been free from the taint of the modern Antichrist. Partly as a 
defence against the menace of Prussian militarism and partly owing to the mistaken belief that 
Might is greater than Right, the democracies have more or less surrendered themselves to 
militarism. Instantly we are reminded of the words of Revelation: "They shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast." 

In so far as democracy was actuated by purely defensive ideals it was justified. The Kingdom 
of Christ is not yet, and until it comes we must be practical Christians. But the military power 
developed by the democracies was by no means altogether defensive. The spirit of militarism 
was not confined to Prussia. Europe's mad (148) race for armaments during the past twenty 
years made the present war inevitable. 

Thus are the calamities of the present the outcome of the mistakes and blindness of the past. 
Lessons were only partly realised, opportunities were only partly seized. If full advantage had 
been taken of the triumph over the Papal Antichrist, and man had held steadfastly to the truth, 
this war would have been impossible. But the false ideals of the Antichrist were allowed to 
continue and flourish and were not stamped out; and so they have developed until now the world 
finds itself menaced by a new Antichrist, which has shed rivers of blood and caused unthinkable 
misery and suffering in its efforts to set its mark upon all men. The time has come when militarism 



has developed in power and arrogance to such an extent that it believes itself destined to 
conquer the world. 

There are some points in which the present struggle differs from the struggles against the 
Pagan and Papal Antichrists. The triumph of early Christianity was, as we have seen, a pyrrhic 
victory, and the victors allowed themselves to be perverted and corrupted by the ideals which 
they had set out to vanquish. Thus it was inevitable that the whole battle between Right and Might 
would have to be fought again. It was fought again, and once more Right triumphed over Might. 
But this time the lessons were not (149) wholly neglected. The victory over the Papal Antichrist 
was no empty one: it had lasting and beneficial results which have revolutionised the world. Man 
was not to be deluded into surrendering the liberties and rights he had won at so dear a cost. But 
he allowed the menace of the old false ideals to continue, and he has allowed them to flourish 
and increase, until now they threaten to regain their lost dominion. Democracy to-day is fighting to 
retain what it won in the past and to retrieve and correct the mistakes of the past. 

But apart from this the struggle against the militarist Antichrist is similar in every respect to the 
struggles against the Papal and Pagan Antichrists of the past. It is essentially a struggle between 
Right and Might. On the one hand we have worldly might seeking to tyrannise over all the world. 
To-day, of course, when Prussianism realises that its present attempt will be foiled, at any rate in 
part, Might has shed much of its arrogance, and whines that it is fighting in self-defence. It forgets 
that man has a memory. In 1914, when Might forced the war upon the world and it seemed that 
nothing could hinder it from smashing its way to victory, it was at no pains to conceal its ambition. 
Then the Kaiser openly boasted that Prussian militarism and Prussian "kultur" were about to 
dominate the earth. (150) It’s easy to whine of self defence when one is forced to do so, but for 
the true objects of Prussianism we must remember the words of the Kaiser, his ministers and 
generals, in those early days of the war, when they were puffed up with victory and seemed to 
have the world at their feet. From those words we know that, if Prussianism were to win, then the 
world need expect no mercy. The ideals of the Antichrist would not only dominate the world; they 
would seek lo stamp all other ideals out of existence. 

Opposed to the militarist Antichrist we have the leading democracies of the world. From the 
beginning there has never been any doubt as to their aims in the conflict. They are fighting in the 
cause of Right. In the first place they are fighting for their own right to exist in freedom, which 
Prussianism would deny them; in the second place they are fighting to vindicate the right of the 
smaller and weaker nations to exist in freedom; and thirdly they are fighting for the right of the 
whole world to be free for ever from the menace of the false ideals and ambitions of the 
Antichrist. Prussianism is fighting for the power to tyrannise over all men; the democracies are 
fighting that all men may be free. Germany is fighting for the ideals of the Antichrist; the Allies are 
fighting for the ideals of Christ, as they are plainly set before us in the Scriptures. (151) 

In this struggle, just as in the struggles against the Papal and Pagan Antichrists, every 
material advantage favoured Might. Nero ought to have exterminated the early Christians, the 
papacy ought to have stamped out the spirit of Protestantism, and Prussianism ought to have had 
no difficulty in attaining its ends. For a whole generation it had been sedulously preparing for "der 
Tag," the day when it was to seize the dominion of the world. With infinite care and forethought it 
built up a military machine, the like of which the world had never known before. It had a fully 
trained army numbering millions; it had every detail of organisation perfected; it had provided 
itself with every possible perversion of science; it had its army of spies and agents at work in 
every corner of the globe. Everything was prepared and nothing was left to chance. Prussianism, 
too, chose the moment best suited to its purposes for striking its blow. 

The democracies, on the other hand, were but ill prepared for the conflict. France only had a 
trained army approaching the immense size of the Prussian hordes, but it was not so well. 
equipped. Britain had but a handful of trained men to throw into the struggle, and it took more 
than two years for her to build up and train a force capable of being a decisive factor in the course 



of events. In 1914 it appeared that (152) Prussianism had only to march in triumph to Paris, 
London, Petrograd, and every other centre of civilisation. 

Prussianism has utilised these material advantages with a determination and unscru-
pulousness which shrinks from nothing. It trampled upon all laws, human and divine, and 
declared that the only law in the universe is contained in the three words: "Might is supreme." Not 
content with its military superiority, which seemed to be crushing enough, it displayed its utter 
lack of every moral sense by descending to the meanest and most criminal trickery. It tore up the 
famous scrap of paper which guaranteed the neutrality of Belgium. When unable to progress by 
legitimate means it resorted to poison gas, liquid fire, and submarine piracy on the whole world, 
enemy and neutral alike. 

Every material consideration shows that Prussianism ought to have triumphed. For the first 
two years of the war the Allies seemed to be in a hopeless position. They lacked men, munitions, 
everything which Prussianism had in abundance. Nevertheless the seemingly impossible 
happened. Prussianism has failed. If it is destined not to be completely conquered in this war, 
then, at any rate, it has been baulked of its dreams of world dominion. That much is certain, for it 
admits as much. No longer do (153) we hear of the prospective triumph of kultur and other 
Prussian ideals. The arrogant tones have vanished, and we have pitiful protestations of a lifelong 
love for peace. 

Why is it that Might has failed and Right has triumphed in spite of all its difficulties? In the first 
place the mighty military machine of Prussianism displayed some of the defects inherent in the 
most carefully planned human organisations. Prussianism is man-made, and with all his science 
and unscrupulousness man cannot eliminate the human habit of erring. Why did von Kluck turn 
aside when Paris was in his grasp? Why did not the Germans press on when only a handful of 
gas-choked Canadians barred the road to Calais? Hundreds of other instances might be 
mentioned. And were these fatal errors of judgment and hesitancies due merely to blind chance 
or are we to discern in them the workings of a higher/power? 

But primarily Prussianism has been defeated, just as the Papal and Pagan Antichrists in the 
days of old were defeated, by faith. Faith in the righteousness of their cause and faith in the 
democratic ideals for which their forefathers fought and died has raised up the democracies 
superior to circumstances and given them the strength to endure. The faith of the early Christians 
who suffered at the hands of Nero and that of the Protestant reformers who were per (154) 
secuted by the Inquisition was such that although it might seem that their position was desperate 
in its utter hopelessness, yet they knew that in the end their cause would triumph. They refused to 
regard material facts in a worldly light; they kept their gaze steadily fixed upon the ideal. The faith 
of the democracies has been of a similar nature. Prussian generals have explained their failures 
by lamenting the fact that their opponents do not understand when they are beaten. The 
democracies have refused to be appalled by material facts. When the Prussians were hacking 
their way towards Paris and it seemed impossible that anything save a miracle could hinder their 
advance, when the Prussians could fire a score of shells for every one they could fire in reply, 
when they were hopelessly outnumbered in men and munitions, they refused to admit the 
superiority of Might and were unshaken in their faith in the ultimate triumph of Right. 

Prussianism has made the same cardinal mistake as the papacy, Nero, and every other 
example of tyranny relying solely upon worldly might. It has misjudged the power of faith. It is the 
old story of David and Goliath. The giant may go forth in all the glory of his armour and brute 
strength, but the stripling will slay him with a pebble. The idea that Might is greater than Right has 
been proved to be false (155) innumerable times in the history of man, and yet it is a delusion to 
which he has always persistently clung. Man cannot bring himself to believe that appearances are 
not everything, even in this world. 

The great question for us at the present moment is whether these lessons are being 
appreciated to-day or not. By the thoughtless, doubtless they are not; to them the struggle is 



between Might and Might, and Right enters but little into their calculations. But by the vast 
majority these lessons are being more or less appreciated. If the war were to have no other result 
than the freeing of Russia from the tyrannous and antichristian shackles of Tsardom, it would not 
have been fought in vain. Democracy has achieved no greater triumph than that. But a short time 
ago the soul of Russia lay crushed beneath an autocracy as intolerant and cruel as that of the 
Hohenzollerns. Indeed it had never been anything else. But today it is free; the Russian has won 
for himself the right to call himself a man. 

And there are other portents equally encouraging. In spite of their unparalleled sufferings, the 
faith of the democracies still endures, and there appears to be every probability that it will endure 
until the end. Victory and the prospect of victory has not corrupted their faith with worldliness. 
There is no arrogance or boasting, (156) only the simple determination to endure and triumph in 
the cause of righteousness. The rights of all men and the ideals of democracy are still the objects 
for which they are fighting. At first the war was the attack of Prussianism on the world. To-day it is 
the war of the world on Prussianism. It never has, and, please God, it never will be, a war on the 
German people. The democracies are fighting as much on their behalf as on their own. They are 
fighting to free every man, Germans included, from the menace of Prussianism, which is 
Antichrist. (157) 



CHAPTER 11 
 
The Responsibilities of Triumph 
 
RIGHT will triumph in this present contest with Might. If the democracies have the faith to endure 
to the end, then that triumph will be achieved as a result of this war; but if their faith waxes cold 
and they have not the strength to endure, then triumph will be delayed. More wars and more 
suffering will be necessary. But in the end Right will triumph over Might. 

From whatever point of view we approach the problem, we are led to that conclusion. An 
inconclusive peace can only result from the waning of our faith and our consequent faltering in 
the pursuit of the ideals which have hitherto sustained us. It would of necessity leave Prussianism 
with a certain amount of power. That power would be a perpetual menace to the peace of the 
world. It would develop and increase, just as it developed and increased in the past. And so to 
conclude an inconclusive peace now would be but to sow the seeds of future war. So the process 
would continue until (161) finally Right has the faith to remain steadfast to the end. 

The supreme necessity of the moment, then, is faith, or rather, the continuance of faith. During 
these years of terror miracles have been wrought by faith. In the past, when the position of Right 
appeared to be one of hopeless despair, faith enabled us to endure the stress of tribulation and to 
beat off the attacks of overwhelming Might. No longer is the position of Right one of 
hopelessness. The terrors of the night have passed and the dawn is breaking. Our faith in the 
righteousness of our cause has been justified. But that faith is as necessary to-day as it was 
yesterday; indeed it is even more necessary. The faith of the democracies has enabled them to 
withstand the onslaught of Prussianism, but in the process it has been subjected to the strain of 
time and suffering. The worst dangers have been averted, suffering and sacrifice have taken a 
heavy toll. It is easy for faith to wane under such circumstances. We are weary of bloodshed and 
suffering; it would be so easy to patch up a peace of some sort or other. 

But we have to consider the future as well as the present. To win peace now at the cost of war 
in the future, would be to pay too dear a price for the temporary comfort of the present. All the 
faith and all the sacrifice of the past would have been in vain. (162) 

It is for us, then, to remain strong in faith, remembering that triumphant peace can only be 
gained by the faith which endures unto the end and which makes us not only superior to the 
desolations of Might, but also to time and weariness. We must not allow ourselves to be appalled 
and despondent if the way to triumph is long and arduous. Right never yet won an easy victory 
over Might. It has always been a long and uphill fight. The struggles against the Pagan and Papal 
Antichrists lasted for generations. And, as we have seen, the struggle against the militarist 
Antichrist is similar to those former struggles in practically every detail. It is not for us to grow faint 
in faith because the way is arduous and long, it is for us to remember how but a. short time ago 
Prussianism possessed every material advantage, how dark was the outlook for Right. It is for us 
to compare the outlook of the past with the outlook at the present moment, and to realise what a 
miracle has been wrought by faith before our own eyes. It is for us to remember the words of the 
Bible, " Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life." If we but realise that faith 
has already wrought a greater miracle in the cause of righteousness than the moving of the 
mountain, then we will remain strong in faith, confident that Might can no more conquer Right in 
the future than it (163) has done in the past. Remember Mons, remember the Inquisition, 
remember the persecutions of Nero, remember Christ upon the cross. And remember that faith is 
the weapon with which Right always has and always will triumph over Might. 

In these long and arduous struggles against the various Antichrists we can discern the pur-
pose of God. If victory had come easily and quickly without faith having been put to the test, the 
victors might have been tempted to ascribe their triumph to their own strength and power; the 



axe, to quote the words of Isaiah, would boast itself against him who heweth therewith. If the 
Allies had conquered Prussianism in six months, as some enthusiastic optimists prophesied, 
would the victory have been so very much different, from the point of view of humanity and the 
world at large, from a victory of Prussianism? Would it not have been more than likely that a 
cheap victory would have let loose all the lower passions, with the result that what might have 
been a triumph for Right would in reality prove to be a triumph for the ideals of the Antichrist? But 
the long and grievous war has sobered us. We have passed through the furnace of tribulation, 
and the arrogance has been purged from our souls. Our sacrifices have made us realise that we 
are fighting not for personal gain to sate personal (164) hatreds, but for the sake of the future of 
all mankind. 

Moreover, we must bear in mind that the war is a punishment for the omissions of the past, as 
well as an opportunity for repairing those omissions. If early Christianity had remained true to its 
ideals, the Papal Antichrist would have been impossible. If democracy had been true to its ideals, 
the militarist Antichrist of to-day would have been impossible. Lack of faith and lack of courage in 
the past are being punished to-day. 

The Antichrist, in no matter what form we consider it, is, in spite of its might and arrogance, 
the instrument of God. In its desolations we may see the workings of the God of Justice, 
punishing man for his blind perversity and proving to him that Right is greater than Might. And in 
its ultimate fall to the dust, we may discern the workings of the God of Mercy, giving man a further 
opportunity of amending his ways and repairing the sins and omissions of the past. 

"O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. . . . Against 
the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to 
tread them down like the mire of the streets. . . Wherefore it shall come to pass that. . . I will 
punish the fruit of the stout (165) heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For 
he saith, By the strength of my hand have I done it, and by my wisdom. . . . Shall the axe boast 
itself against him that heweth therewith?. . Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send 
among His fat ones leanness; and under His glory He shall kindle a burning like the burning of a 
fire. . . . Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, O my people, . . . be not afraid of the 
Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee. . . . For yet a very 
little while, and the indignation shall cease, and Mine anger in their destruction." 

The Bible, history, and our own experience combine in strengthening us in the belief the Right 
will conquer through faith. The democracies will triumph over Prussianism. But the supreme 
question of all remains. What use will they make of their triumph? Will they remain strong in the 
faith which has brought them to victory, or will they allow themselves to be intoxicated with the 
wine of material power? Will they forget the true ideals in the moment of success and allow 
themselves to be perverted by the false? 

Victory is nothing; the results of victory are everything. A triumph which is not put to the best 
possible use is a triumph wasted; a triumph which is put to wrong uses is a crime (166) against 
God and man: it were better that it had never been won. 

The dangers of victory. are far greater than the dangers of the actual struggle. The dangers of 
battle are material, and so are obvious to the meanest intelligence. We can see, hear, and feel 
the dangers of battle. But the dangers of victory are moral; they cannot be seen or heard; they 
are the more insidious because they are so easily underrated and so easily forgotten. The mere 
instinct of self-preservation prompts the fool to guard himself against the material dangers of 
battle; but it is only the wise man who is on his guard against the moral dangers of victory. 

It is a common phrase and a true one that the world is in the melting pot. It will never be the 
same again. It will be changed for the better or the worse, and the responsibility will rest with the 
victors. The future will reap what the victor’s sow. They will be entrusted by God with the future of 



humanity. Their decisions and actions will be irrevocable. If they realise the enormous 
responsibility which has been laid upon them and steadfastly pursue the right ideals, then, 
inevitably, the world will be a happier and a more righteous place and the horrors of the present 
will be as nothing compared with the blessings of the future. But if they fail in their charge and are 
led astray by false and worldly ideals, then misery will be the inevitable result. (167) The wages of 
righteousness is life, but the wages of sin is death. 

We have but to remember the past to realise how enormous are the responsibilities of victory 
and how tragically easy it is for victory to be a curse rather than a blessing. The early Christians, 
as a result of their faith in truth, triumphed over Pagan Rome. The world was then in the melting 
pot. When the Roman emperors became converted to Christianity there was a glorious 
opportunity for remodelling the world on the democratic ideals of the true religion of the Son of 
Man. But the opportunity, as we have seen, was thrown away. Right became perverted with the 
ideals of Might. A manmade mockery of Christianity usurped the place of the true religion of the 
Gospel. The sufferings of the martyrs were in vain. Might was still supreme in the world although 
it cloaked itself in the guise of Right. 

Ever since, humanity has been paying in suffering for that error. For centuries man was 
cursed with the darkness of ignorance and was denied the light of the Gospel. The Protestant re-
formers suffered, and as a result of their faith they in part retrieved the error. And we are suffering 
to-day because of those same omissions and failures. 

Is this process of error and resulting misery to continue? Is Right at last to gain a victory in 
(168) deed as well as in name? Is victory to prove a blessing or a curse to the world? The 
answers to these questions lie with us, with the democracies who are fighting in the cause of 
Right against Might and who will in the end triumph as surely as Right triumphed over Pagan and 
Papal Rome. The responsibilities of victory lie on our shoulders. 

Faith has enabled us to beat off the onslaught of Might and has carried us along the road to 
victory. If we have the faith we shall triumph. But more is necessary. Our faith must be strong 
enough not merely to triumph over the material dangers of the present, but also over the tempta-
tions of the future. We must be so strong in faith that we shall make it a triumph for Right in deed 
as well as in word. 

The battle with the material forces of Prussianism is but one phase in the struggle against the 
militarist Antichrist. The second phase, that against the ideals of Prussianism, will be an even 
more critical struggle, and it will put our faith to a sterner test. This second phase of the attack will 
not be made by Prussia; it will come from within. Our faith must be strong enough to conquer the 
base and false instincts within us, as well as to conquer the material forces arrayed against us. In 
conquering the menace from without, we must remember and be on our guard against the 
menace from within. (169) If we hesitate or falter, then the future will pay for our weakness and 
blindness in suffering. 

The necessity of the future, then, is the same as the necessity of the present. We must have 
faith in righteousness. If we have the faith, we will triumph; and if we have the faith, that triumph 
will be the greatest blessing in the history of the world. Without faith we shall fail, our sacrifices 
will have been in vain, and misery and suffering will be the result. 

We have already proved the power of faith. Faith and faith alone has enabled us to beat off an 
attack on our liberties which had every possible material advantage to help it. We have but to 
remain steadfast. "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life." Those words 
are addressed to each and every one of us to-day, in battle and in victory. 

The democracies are not fighting against the German people, they are fighting against 
Prussianism, the Antichrist which seeks to set its mark on all the world. They are fighting for 
humanity, of which the German people are part. They are fighting to free the world from the 



burden of the curse of militarism. They are fighting that men may be men indeed and not slaves. 
They are fighting that Right may come into its own and that the usurper Might may be banished to 
the pit whence it sprang. Those are the ideals of democracy which are (170) bringing us to 
victory. Those are the ideals to which we must remain true. And those are the ideals of true 
Christianity. In our careless human way we often speak as if these ideals were new things, as if 
we had discovered them ourselves, and as if they were products of our modern civilisation. But if 
we turn to the Gospel we find that they were preached by the Son of Man two thousand years 
ago. Many perhaps may not realise it, but the democracies today are fighting for the Bible, and 
their triumphs are a glorious vindication of the Word of God. 

But some do realise these things, and on them rests a further responsibility. They have not 
only to remain constant in faith, but they have also to strengthen and encourage others. They 
know from personal experience that the Bible is indeed the Word of God addressed to every 
generation. They know, that in the Bible is to be found the perfect expression of the ideals of 
Right. They know, as did the Protestant reformers and the early Christians, that the Bible is the 
great sustainer of faith, a sure source of comfort, strength, and enlightenment in times of trial and 
tribulation. They realise that Right is indeed greater than Might, and they realise the 
responsibilities of those who conquer in the: cause of righteousness.  

Their duty to God and man is plain. They must read and study their Bibles with renewed (171) 
zeal and sharpened intelligence. Thus will they make certain of their own faith. And they must 
proclaim these things to their fellow men. "What ye hear in the ear, that preach ye on the 
housetops. And fear not them which are able to kill the body and are not able to kill the soul." 
Men are suffering and dying for righteousness without knowing the greatness and the divinity of 
their cause. Help them to know and to understand. Do not give them dogmas and .doctrines. This 
is no time for subtleties of ceremonial or hair-splitting arguments. Give them the Bible, where they 
will find the true religion of the Son of Man, the great champion of Right and democracy. 

The early Christians and the Protestant reformers preached the Bible from the housetops in 
spite of the terrors of the stake and the rack. You and I, are we going to admit that we are 
unworthy of their sacrifice and example? 

The future happiness of humanity and the sacrifices we have made alike demand that our 
victory shall be a victory of Right in deed as well as in word. We must have the faith to be worthy 
of the responsibilities of victory. To-day, as in the past, the Bible will give us faith in .abundance, if 
only we will turn to it. 

 


