
 

  
  

EEaarrtthh  ttoo  SSppiirriitt  RReellaattiioonnss  
  

PPIIGGSS  AANNDD  SSPPIIRRIITTSS  
 
 

Index 
Introduction 
Boundaries 

Strength 
The Question of Permission 

Teaching by Example 
 
 

Introduction 
Matthew Ch 8 ...(8:28) When he arrived at the other side in the region of the 
Gadarenes, two demon possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They 
were so violent that no one could pass that way. (29) "What do you want with us, 
Son of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time?" 
Also see Mark Ch 5 ...(5:9) And Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, 
"My name is Legion; for we are many." (10) And he begged him eagerly not to send 
them out of the country... 
Also see Luke Ch 8 ...(8:31) And they begged him not to command them to depart 
into the abyss... 

This Scripture about Jesus, the disciples, the possessed men, the spirits, and the pigs, is one of 
the most interesting and informative New Testament stories there is, about human and spirit 
relations. A careful study reveals many things that are normally missed. They are normally 
missed because people are so unfamiliar with the landscape or spiritual dimension of fallen spirits 
that there is little hope of any other outcome. Sometimes everyone feels like Eunuch that said to 
Philip "How can I (understand), unless some one guides me?" (Acts 8:31). Unfortunately it is also 
likely that most who have to rely on teaching passed on by others will also have missed much of 
what is discussed below. This is not said out prejudice, rather because in the spiritual dimension, 
those that can not see much in the Spirit have to tread carefully in the shadows where it is easy to 
accept illusions as truth, and where the knowledge of others may be more useful than gold 
(assuming these “others” know what they are saying). If there are not enough clear markers (or 
lamp posts), even logic can lead us astray, and everyone knows there are many roads with no 
lamp posts at all. 

However, even crystal clear vision in the Spirit does not alter the guiding principles required for 
Biblical study. For this Scripture they are the same as usual, namely to work from what it actually 



says and suggests, rather than what our current experience, personal theology, and culture tells 
us. As always, when possible we must attempt to:    

a) Not let our enthusiasm for interesting possibilities confuse what God is saying. 
b) Weed out or ignore human and cultural misconceptions of Scripture (especially ours). 
c) Base our conclusions on solid evidence, or at least solid logic. 
d) Pay careful attention to reliable biblical sources (e.g. similar verses, commentaries, etc). 
e) Be careful of clever intranet articles that paint pretty pictures and sound convincing. 

This story is a situation piece, a nasty real life story with warts and all, where Jesus perhaps 
deliberately sets out to encounter a situation far beyond the ability of the disciples to both 
understand and cope with. I can only imagine what Liberal theologians think of this, because it 
must read like an unbelievable fantasy story unless you have been involved in these areas and 
also had to deal with weird things. 

No Gospel story is intended to be read in isolation or interpreted out of context. Context is not just 
the surrounding sentences, among other things it also involves a cultural understanding of the 
time, the overall intention of the writer, and an awareness of the people group the writer was 
addressing. So the following is a list showing part of the progression involved in the Gospel of 
Matthew. I hope it will be informative and provide a simple context for the discussion that follows. 

Ch1 The lineage of Jesus - not just for background knowledge, it establishes the eligibility 
that qualifies him to inherit the title "Son of David," the one that was promised. Unlike 
us "the Christ" could not be "grafted on" to the vine. 

Ch2 The birth of Jesus and various important childhood events before commencing his 
ministry, pointing out that the word of the prophets was fulfilled (Mt. 2:23). 

Ch3 The baptism of Jesus with the God statement (3:17) "This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased." 

Ch4 The temptation of Jesus, ministry begins, disciples are chosen, the healings begin. 
Ch5 The teaching and values of Jesus, (5:3) "Blessed are the poor in spirit..." 
Ch6 The Beatitudes become personal, the benefits of secret prayer and giving, teaching 

on prayer "Our Father".  
Ch7 Jesus as the door/way to heaven. He teaches and heals many. 
Ch8 Fallen spirits acknowledge Jesus as the one who is to come, the Son of God with full 

authority over the spiritual realm. 

If you have been in the church scene for some time you should have heard a few sermons that 
discuss the general background to this story about the possessed man the spirits and the pigs. At 
the very least the characters involved should have been discussed, so I will not be giving you 
another variation of the same stuff. Instead I will take it a step or two further and discuss some of 
the spiritual implications of this story, and in the process perhaps provide a few clues on how to 
deal with an unusual enemy force. The following article will discuss parts of the story not normally 
discussed (lest the natives be disturbed and be tempted to not return next week), but as far as I 
can see, issues like those discussed below are the main reason why Jesus engineered this 
encounter for the disciples.  

Jesus only had 3 years to teach the disciples face to face, so one of the best ways to understand 
the numerous strange events and encounters contained in the New Testament is to ask the 
simple question, what did Jesus intend to teach his disciples?  

Since most of the first disciples were down to earth working class people, after they had 
witnessed many being healed and been stunned by authority and content of his teaching, I have 
no doubt his disciples would have thought they were already seeing the strangest side of life that 
was possible. This is the point where chapter 8 begins and Jesus says "ok, now that you've seen 
the basics, it's time to dig a little deeper." In effect he says “welcome to the real spiritual world on 
earth.”  

 



Boundaries 
One of the things Jesus would have wanted the disciples to observe was how fallen spirits 
organized themselves. A few have some understanding of this but very few will mention it and I 
have never heard anyone mention it in a Sunday sermon, therefore for that reason alone it is 
worth discussing.  

I have heard a few dogmatic views on this subject, but my own opinions are less set in concrete. 
Most of the reason for this flexibility is due to the fact that there is no detailed teaching on the 
matter. To form any opinion we are required to read and weigh up many Scriptures. This process 
is by nature very subjective.  

Without getting obsessive about it as some do, a little observation of how spirits react to various 
circumstances can teach us a great deal. In turn this knowledge can instruct us how to approach 
unusual situations. First of all many people fail to recognize that spirits are aware their physical 
geography. However if you think about it, local geography must be important because spirits 
appear determined to interact with mankind, so even if there was no other reason, the fact that it 
is very important to us would be reason enough. Therefore it follows that these physical 
boundaries will also have a great influence on how they organize and structure themselves. 

In terms of the way regional spiritual boundaries apply on earth this story has some interesting 
elements: 

 

1) The military term "Legion" reveals that spirits are perfectly capable 
working together (legion - for we are many).  

And Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, "My name is Legion; for we are many" 
(5:9). 

 

There are a few well worn paths here that are in sore need some of common sense commentary. 

a) "What is your name?" 
There is a tendency these days for some with a deliverance ministry to ask spirits what their 
name is. Some people only do this when the going gets tough. However I have a few problems 
with this habit.   

• Jesus said Satan and therefore all fallen spirits are liars capable of telling devious half 
truths. 

• A general description (i.e. spirit of violence) is all that you really need for most cases, so 
what is the point of asking for a personal name? 

• If you want real information ask the person in front of you! Ignoring the person and talking 
to the spirit is what I call disgusting manners. 

• Knowing the spirits name gives you precious little extra authority than you already have. 
• Jesus never asked for individual names of spirits. Even though I'm sure they all have one, 

just as we do, if Jesus never needed them we don’t need them either. 

To expand on this last point, there is no example of Jesus ever asking for the individual name of a 
spirit, even though a third of his ministry was deliverance. The above Scripture is the one and 
only time it happened. Please note that even when he knew the answer he did not use the 
name he simply sent the spirits away as he normally did. Therefore it is worth speculating on a 
few reasons why he should bother to ask for this name at all. 

• It is possible he was simply curious about this large collection of spirits. 
• This may have been Jesus way of revealing to his disciples that there was a large 

number of spirits involved, otherwise it is likely they may have never known. 



• If we view this whole episode primarily as a deliberate encounter, then apart from 
correcting a gross disorder, it is reasonable to assume Jesus arranged this spiritual 
confrontation for the purpose of teaching his disciples how to deal with a well organized 
and violent enemy. If this is the case, then the question was designed to inform the 
disciples what they could expect to deal with. 

 

b) Our name is "Legion" 
There is a tendency to put great significance to the name of spirits (and angels), and this story 
provides yet another name to speculate about. Normally Scriptural names are important 
because they reveal a great deal about the character in question. I fully admit that a study on 
fallen spirit/demon names in Scripture is quite interesting if a little macabre. However, my opinion 
is that this Scripture is a bit of an exception to the rule. 

This name is different because it is general rather than specific. The dictionary says that Legion is 
a general military term for a group of between 3,000 and 5,000, so in fact it reveals almost 
nothing specific about these spirits apart from the fact that they were a very large number willing 
to work together. Unfortunately there is nothing remarkable about spirits organizing themselves 
and working together, this is what spirits normally do.  

It may surprise people that this happens on a large scale. It may seriously surprise many that so 
many spirits are capable of working so intimately together that they can coordinate as one, but 
the fact that they could succeed should not be a surprise. Like humans they may be territorial but 
they are also very capable of organizing themselves and press-ganging weaker spirits to 
cooperate if necessary.  

 

c) How many Spirits? 
There are a wide range of views on the subject of how many spirits there are. In fact opinions 
vary a great deal. Some of these opinions are interesting and worth reading even though they can 
not all be correct.  

One of the popular theories uses the number of two thousand pigs as an indicator of the number 
of spirits involved. I used to accept this as the most likely explanation, but I now reserve my 
opinion.  

Firstly, if we reflect on the narrative, we would also notice that this large (unstated) number of 
spirits, were residing in only one person (While it is obvious there were two possessed men, it 
seems that the "Legion" was only in one of them). Obviously if this is possible, then size and 
numbers are all extremely relative, and the concept of one spirit per pig is just numerical 
convenience. 

Secondly, it is unlikely that there were exactly 2000 pigs, this number is just a rough observation. 
If the exact number of pigs was important we would have an exact number not a round number.  

Thirdly, there is the obvious point that even though pigs can be reasonably intelligent animals, a 
herd of swine is used to following each other, when freaked out and panicked is likely to keep 
following each other, even if that means drowning themselves. Therefore there is no need to 
insist on one spirit for every pig.  

So as far as I’m concerned the jury is still out on how many spirits there were. About the only 
thing we can guarantee is that it was a very large number. 

 

2) The two possessed men were there to meet Jesus.  
This is a fascinating insight into earthly spirituality. We really don't know much about the nature of 
earthly (or regional) spiritual boundaries, but here is an example of why they are a reality. The 



spirits could sense Jesus coming. This was not entirely unusual, there are other examples of 
spirits being scarred of the presence or proximity of Jesus, but this example reveals much more. 
They were not surprised by this meeting. The commentary of the story reveals that they knew it 
was Jesus and were actually waiting to meet him. This is all speculation on my part, but I think it 
reveals that these spirits were the most influential spirits in that region and as such received 
information about regional matters from their network of numerous lesser spirits; therefore they 
were able to respond quickly to the report that a powerful spiritual presence was on route to that 
location and actually be there at the waters edge when the boat arrived. The other possibility is 
that Jesus was deliberately heading in their direction, either way the spirits were aware that it was 
Jesus. 

You could say, these spirits could sense Jesus "the Holy One of God" (Mk 1:24) coming, but the 
disciples had no idea what was coming. 

 

3) The two possessed men were at the edge of the Lake to meet Jesus.  
The boundary in this case was a natural one; as the verse says, the Gadarenes was another 
region. In most cases boundaries are both natural and spiritual. I imagine the reason for this is a 
purely practical one; that spiritual principalities are trying to influence mankind to act in certain 
ways, so in order to help achieve this spiritual boundaries are organized on similar geographical 
lines to ones we can understand. 

The spirits said they did not want to be sent away. We could interpret this in a few ways. 

a) It is possible that they were not lying, and were genuinely afraid of being judged and 
removed the earth. 

b) It is also reasonable to interpret this to mean the spirits did not want to risk being sent out 
of their regional area and losing their influential status. Unlike us spirits don't retire after 
50 years of work. This fact alone must make a big difference to opportunities in the 
spiritual realm. 

c) These spirits had enjoyed living in human flesh. There seems to be something about 
warm human blood and the life it contains that is seems very appealing to fallen spirits. 
This may in part explain their desire to possess humans.  

d) We could also speculate that they had become addicted to the adrenaline rush of 
violence. The narrative reveals that they enjoyed the physical control that could be 
experienced through intimidating and overpowering anyone they chose to. 

e) On a simpler level, spirits are not all seeing and all knowing. Spirits that understand a 
certain region would probably feel out of place (like a foreigner) in another country, just 
like we would. 

 

4) “You can’t fool us, we know who you are!” 

Those around him may not have been able to understand who he was or what he was doing, but 
when it came to the spirits there was instant recognition (Mk 1:24). They can hear them saying 
“you can’t fool us, we know who you are!”  

This is an interesting matter for meditation. It's like there was a 'call sign' attached to his 
spirituality. It did not appear to matter what town or region he travelled to. We could just attribute 
this to news spreading around but there appears much more to it. After all, why would any fallen 
spirit want to accept Jesus as the holy one of God unless there was no way to avoid it? It was not 
simply that spirits were recognizing God or a general higher authority. They recognized him in a 
personalized way. 

Even though we do things in the name of Jesus there is little doubt that the enemy not only 
recognizes and responds to the name of Jesus, but also quickly comes to recognize our own 
individual presence or spirituality. This is one of the reasons why there can be such a huge 
difference in how spirits react when confronted. Most Christians are surprised to learn that their 



spirituality could be as clear to the enemy as a spiritual credential hanging around their neck, and 
that spirits can in some way sense it.  

Of course spirits are not all knowing, so if we are new in town they will probably test us out to see 
how real our faith is, how confident we are, and whether they can fool us in any way.  

Another very revealing passage for this is the one that says, 'One day the evil spirit answered 
them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" ' (Acts 19:15). 

If you are naturally creative, you can sometimes get away with a lot, but when you are faced with 
a violent spirit your true spirituality is revealed. Fallen spirits are like your worst ever boss, they 
enjoy exposing, exploiting and manipulating your inadequacies and insecurities, especially when 
it comes to Christians. Unfortunately these are very easy to expose because most have no idea 
how to deal with the realities of the spiritual realm. Perhaps the most pressing reason spirits are 
willing to push us so hard is that they hate failure even more than we do, because they all 
understand that the stakes are very high. For us failure may only be a disturbing and 
embarrassing learning experience, but the rule of Satan is based on punishment for failure. 

For the new kids on the block I will take a little space to note some of the ways spirits react when 
we claim the authority of Jesus: 

a) First of all, they may simply ignore a pretender even if they are a minister (this makes no 
difference). There may be no response - if they think you are no threat they may not even 
bother to acknowledge your presence. 

b) They will try to confuse you. An easy way to do this is to create a heavy (creepy) 
atmosphere (normally achieved by inviting their friends around) that makes you feel 
spiritually inadequate. 

c) On the other hand, if you are dealing with spirits (and perhaps a people group) that can 
be violent by nature, they may use violence whenever possible, so do your homework 
before you begin. 

d) They will easily resist someone with little real authority because they are very sure of 
themselves. 

e) Any spirit with real strength/authority will easily find a way around an inexperienced 
Christian, because they are more persistent, more experienced, and more cunning. They 
may even let you think you won, after all, there's plenty of time for plan B after you have 
left. 

f) They will fight any Christian with real deliverance experience, with all the strength and 
dirty tactics they can muster, and call on their friends if possible. 

g) One thing is certain, no matter what qualifications, or what certificates hanging on our 
walls, they will not help us when it comes to a real spiritual encounter. Those encounters 
require "spiritual reality" qualifications. 

h) Finally, a word of advice, don't close your eyes when you pray for deliverance, instead be 
very observant in both the physical and spiritual world! 

 

Strength 
These spirits had become used to successfully overpowering all that came their way. Perhaps 
they were now so confident they thought they had a chance against Jesus? But when the reality 
turned up in the flesh (and Spirit) it was simply not possible. They realized straight away they did 
not have what it takes to overpower Jesus. Almost immediately they started talking terms of 
surrender, hoping to escape punishment.  

You may or may not have noticed that when Jesus has a power encounter with fallen spirits there 
are a number of interesting differences between what he did and what is common practice today, 
with Jesus: 

a) There is no power struggle, spirits back off, or are overcome almost immediately 
b) There are no formulas used, every situation receives an individual response 
c) There are no issues of binding or not binding the enemy 



d) There are no issues about how you deal with the spirits you encounter, Jesus just lets 
them move on 

e) Unlike all the TV shows that picture epic struggles between good and evil, there is no 
question of who will win 

f) There is no fuss, no shouting (from Jesus), and in the end no real struggle 

We may find it very hard to follow this example today, but it is refreshing to read the New 
Testament and find such a simple approach being successfully used by Jesus. 

 

Tactics 
Over the years there have been a few attempts to discuss the concept of enemy tactics, though 
compared to the proliferation of other things preached in church these days, it is not enough. I 
have discussed this subject at some length under the heading of “Enemy Armor” also in this 
section (please read).  However, in brief, at a general level there are three distinct methods of 
attack used by a spiritual enemy. 

1) Networking – They achieved the element of surprise, by way of using a network of spirits. 
A great deal of information can be gathered this way, and we should remember that 
unlike human beings, spirits do not forget! 

2) Brute Force – Not many spirits are into subtle tactics, they just used traditional smash 
and bash tactics to control everyone. 

3) Fear – Everyone in that region was afraid of them, these are classic enemy tactics. 

 

The Question of Permission 
One of the issues probably never mentioned by preachers is this issue of why the spirits 
mentioned in the above Scripture felt the need to request permission to transfer to the 
pigs? It is certainly a curious mystery, and is one that will probably continue to puzzle all readers 
that notice it (See - "Boundaries"). I certainly don’t have all the answers, but the beauty of this 
question is that it raises some great issues. As with all questions, it is impossible to adequately 
consider them without some relevant background understanding. In this case one of the central 
(but rarely discussed) factors is the matter of "the legitimacy of fallen spirits on earth" therefore I 
will mainly address this theme. 

It seems to me, the main reason this passage of Scripture is a mystery, is the fact that there are a 
number of interwoven issues. The casual reader will find it difficult to separate, understand, cope 
with, or even list some of the invasive possibilities (as listed below). Therefore many reading the 
Gospels simply shake their heads, think "that's really weird" and move on. 

This Scripture contains the full gamut of difficult concepts for any so called enlightened thinker, 
including: 

1. Earthly Legitimacy of Spirits 
2. Human Possession by Spirits 
3. Spirits organize themselves in large numbers 
4. Issues of enemy Strength, Tactics and Influence 
5. Divine authority & human interaction with major and minor territorial Spirits 

It's no wonder that strange reactions are prompted by this passage. It is a very short piece of 
interactive history that is well worthy studying. 

 

Legitimacy 
The following comments are offered because over the years I have heard a number of strange 
opinions on the subject of the legality of spirits on earth. Very few have been included in sermons. 



For the most part I will be speaking to various strange beliefs held by ministers that were privately 
discussed. 

 

Contradictions 
An interesting part of observing the theological positions held in the area of fallen spirits is the fact 
that many people simply adopt the views of a preacher deferring to their greater study and 
understanding. In fact as a young Christian it is difficult to avoid adopting large slabs theology 
from the pulpit. However, not every preacher has a teacher’s mindset so this trust may be 
misplaced. Also since most churches tend to have a succession of pastors that stay for a few 
years and move on, it is must unlikely that any unified theology will prevail. 

Unfortunately this type of process paves the way for contradictory positions to be held at the 
same time. For example on one hand it is possible to accept that the devil owned all the regions 
that he offered to Jesus when he was tempted (Mt......), and on the other hand agree that spirits 
are not legitimate on earth. If we add to this the wonderfully black or white teaching that Satan is 
under our feet and all we have to do is stamp on him occasionally, we have a fascinating but 
confusing mixture. Even though it is not possible to fully reconcile all these (and other) positions, 
they may all be simply be accepted by any that get their theology from the platform. The effect of 
this is to give Satan easy ways to confuse and undermine us. 

 Though I do not agree with the practice, it’s no wonder some resort to shouting and stamping 
during deliverance ministry.  

 

Did the spirits need the Pigs? 
It has been suggested that the spirits Jesus cast out, needed the pigs (to be legitimate), even if 
the pigs did reacted by immediately killing themselves (Mt. 8:30), but personally I consider this 
kind of teaching is only half correct, and about as solid as the spirits referred to, as it doesn't 
consider enough of the issues, because whether we like it or not: 

a) Until Jesus turned up those spirits were in effective control of that area and the story 
reveals that they clearly did whatever they liked. Many would consider that this level of 
control equals legitimacy (possession is 9/10's of the law?). 

b) A Scriptural argument would be - Jesus said he saw Satan fall like lightening. Whether he 
was pushed or fell does not matter much, because God either did the pushing, or at least 
agreed that it was a permissible outcome. If God allows the outcome, then whether we 
like it or not, the result is legal for the moment. 

c) Jesus said Satan was a liar and deceiver from the beginning, but Jesus never disputed 
his legitimate right to be on earth, or his right to tempt people. Therefore those same 
rights apply to those under his authority. 

d) If fallen spirits have authority to be on earth, then they’re likely to be at least as devious 
and as humans, so don't expect a straight answer to anything, and certainly don't base 
your theology on half truth.  

 

The Spirits asked for Permission 
The question of "permission" to enter the pigs, is an odd aspect for this story. Indeed if you 
understand the implications to some versions of demonology theology you would wonder why 
spirits needed to ask? 

A well accepted version of demonology says that the fall of man enabled Satan (and therefore all 
the fallen spirits that serve him) to take a position above mankind in the spiritual food chain 
(difficult to do if you are not legitimate). However, if this is truly the case, no permission would be 
required to enter animals that are lower than mankind even if they are still under our care.  



Some may point out that in that in Biblical "God encounters" angels have asked people if they 
wanted to accept the task before them, but it is stretching an argument a long way to apply a 
similar argument to fallen spirits. These days it is true that there is little Biblical foundation to a 
public understanding of angels, views range from total denial to total acceptance of any 
spirit/angel as good. Perhaps this has always been the case and is one of the reasons why God 
is very interested in willing volunteers. However when God applies judgment, our permission is 
never considered, (though sometimes there are options as to how judgment will proceed).  

Satan however does not respect our free will; his tactics are to put out invitations in the form of 
various temptations and direct invitations as well. Any invitation is always willingly accepted, and 
fallen spirits will take whatever advantage is available, then apply a large wedge and take more, 
but Satan has no right of judgment. God alone is our judge. I have dealt with this matter in more 
depth elsewhere, but this is another example of a confused theology that freely gives Satan more 
authority than he has any right to, and lots of room undermine our prayer life. The truth is more 
straight forward. The fact that spirits can not possess us without our permission (even though it's 
normally given at a weak, vulnerable or naive moment), and that something similar seems to 
apply to animals, is one of many proofs that although they may be legitimate on earth, fallen 
spirits are actually below us in the food chain, not above us. In the light of this, Paul's statement 
that Satan is beneath our feet is perhaps more a statement of fact, than an invitation to jump up 
and down and claim a hard fought victory. 

 

Teaching by Example 
Therefore we see that there is far more to this question of legitimacy and why spirits do what they 
do than can be answered by simplistic yes or no answers to a few simple questions. It is well 
worth digging deeper to uncover the more difficult to answer grey areas. In the end, the 
satisfaction of thinking we know a few theological answers is of little value. Jesus knew that 
theology without practical experience can be a disability. Since we have the responsibility of using 
God's authority in a hands-on fashion, it is invaluable to have an overall perspective on how the 
spiritual realm operates as well as a sound theological base. Often a well tuned combination 
approach will alert us to bad theology when it is preached, and prevent us falling for the lies and 
half truth of the enemy during seasons of ministry. 

Spiritual reality does not always fit in with our ideals or our preferences. Perhaps it never really 
does! One of the interesting points we should notice is that this was one of many examples where 
Jesus taught by example and revealed the theory later. Because Jesus operated this way, the 
eye witness reports in the Gospels are often raw accounts reflecting just how uncomfortable the 
disciples felt. For me the best part of this is that the less they understand, the less they try to 
explain. The outcome is this briefly described and very strange series of events. Of course we 
should note that Jesus appeared to be the ultimate teacher. When teaching by example he 
manages to set an excellent example. He manages to avoid the standard overwhelming desire to 
explain everything before the disciples had time to reflect. The fact that they operated from the 
culture of a strong oral teaching tradition, meant that were capable of accurately representing 
these events. Therefore we end up with this fascinating collection of elements: 

a) A story line that's stranger than fiction.  
b) A realization that the disciples did not understand what was happening and must have 

felt like nervous spectators. 
c) In respect to this encounter, the disciples did not comprehend what the rules of 

engagement were with a physically violent spiritual enemy. Perhaps like many today they 
did not believe that this sort violence and possession were possible till they saw the 
devastation it can cause in lives and communities. 

d) Some of these characters reveal how "out of this world" they really are, or perhaps what 
this world really is. 

e) This is a story that seems to end before we understand what has happened. This feeling 
is always a sign of being out of our depth. 



f) It is full of unpredictable behavior, unless you can see/sense what is happening in the 
spirit. 

g) Jesus finds hidden spiritually ways to bring resolution. Though I note that most would not 
find any resolution in this story, for Jesus a resolution did not mean tying up all the loose 
ends, the Gospels reflect that he was most interested in people and least interested in 
money. 

h) If we are honest we don't really know how Jesus does it, because an important lesson we 
can learn from a story like this is that none of us can operate in exactly the same way.  

i) I also note that unlike many today, Jesus did not gave his disciples a list of rules for 
successful ministry, never taught them to do everything exactly the same, he never tried 
to control his disciples, never stopped them from making mistakes, and he never felt 
threatened by their moments of success. 

 

Some other possible points / conclusions from this discussion are that: 

a. Satan is only under our feet if we can exercise our available authority 
b. Fallen spirits are fully aware that the Son of God has full authority on 

earth 
c. These spirits that were on record as being physically powerful enough 

to overpower the average person, but were frightened of Jesus 
d. Spirits know there is an allotted time for judgment 
e. Spirits think that their judgment will be like torture 
f. Spirits know God will be their judge 
g. Whatever we are asked to pray/say, God can carry out the reality of it 
h. Everything happens on God's word, authority, and timing (not ours!) 
i. To begin engaging in spiritual warfare, all Jesus had to do was turn up! 

 

Many may find this Scriptural discussion disturbingly uncomfortable – good! – I make no apology 
for that. I prefer to acknowledge the uniqueness of Jesus and the fact that he wants us to learn 
from this uniqueness how to release the potential within us for God. Those who, prefer feather 
weight theology, don't take the spiritual world as a serious reality, or prefer to let their pastor do 
most of the work will be easily swept away by a very real enemy.  

There is nothing wrong with using a prayer formula approach (if it works for you), that relies on 
covering all bases; this legal type approach can be quite effective for many. However, even the 
formula approach requires the user to exercise genuine spiritual authority, otherwise little good 
will happen. Jesus preferred to combine his authority with very real and often quite unique 
solutions. Each of us that find ourselves moving in these ministry areas will all face similar 
difficulties. No matter what we are faced with, we have to find a solution to what is often a long 
standing problem, and when the solution finally shows itself, we have to employ genuine spiritual 
authority, even if those around us don't understand or believe what we have done. The question 
as always should not be, "was our method correct?" for questions like that can be difficult to 
answer at the time. The questions for us are the same as they were for Jesus, namely, did it 
happen? Was it an acceptable outcome for God? And did God get all the glory? 
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