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Introductions (Section 1) 
 

The following articles were initially prompted by an extreme sermon I heard. They are not 
intended as an exhaustive study on demonology. I may include one of these studies on my site at 
a later date, but this collection of articles (now integrated as a book) are more an introduction and 
discussion of various issues that are sometimes ignored. As always, I recommend that readers 
should first become accustomed with traditional theology. If we start from a position of 
ignorance then some degree of chaos or confusion is assured.  

The following discussions will be a bit confusing to any without a basic understanding of the topic, 
so as one with a teaching gift, I recommend that you gain an overall understanding first. If you 
have read any of my stuff you will realize that I do not post many complete theologies on 
subjects. There are a number of reasons for this. It takes many years to assemble such 
exhaustive studies, and I recognize that others are better at this slow methodical work than me. 
My talents lean more towards revealing errors (sometimes drastic ones) in religious theology and 
practice. Following that established prophetic tradition, the following chapters are designed to 
correct incorrect interpretation and provoke a thoughtful response (I hope I succeed).  

I sincerely hope you do not find everything I have written provocative; that would prove that these 
errors are far ranging indeed. Of course there are many errors I have not written about (or are not 
yet aware of). I do not want anyone to simply accept what I say. I am a firm believer that people 
need to “get a brain” and personal experience tells me that this process can be slow and painful. 
However it is a “must do” experience if the church is to survive the extremes of apathy, 
statements of ignorance, statements from the extreme right, and whatever else will be thrown at 
us over the years to come.  

I sincerely want everyone to check up on the preacher, there is so little of this done these days, 
that people can get away with almost anything. In fact I would like to start a revolution along these 
lines! Perhaps then the quality of the product would start to rise again (instead of steadily falling). 

Anyway, to kick off this book, I will simply point out that almost every line of theology on evil 
spirits deliverance (etc) – even the complicated ones, have their origins in the first few chapters of 
Genesis. A detailed study of these chapters, and an understanding of what Jesus really said (and 
did) directly and indirectly on these things, is a must for understanding the subject. For example: 

(Gen 1:26) Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let 
them rule (have dominion) ... over all the earth ... 

The above Scripture makes some bold assumptions; it does not present an argument, but rather 
presents a few simple statements as a brief theological summary. We may all wish for more 
detail, but – guess what – more is not going to happen! Genesis is like that, we want much more 
detail, but – get over it – It will not happen! 

The preacher that prompted me to write a number of these articles said, “God's rule depends on 
our co-operation because we have the legal authority upon the earth” (I’m not saying I agree with 
this!). He based his message on Genesis 3, and it made me think about some of the speculative 
thoughts that often pass for theological statements. In particular I spent most of his sermon 
considering the implications of how the introduction of sin would affect the above Genesis 3 
statement. There is nothing like hearing a different perspective (even if it is extreme) to prompt 
some interesting meditations.  

For instance, God gave us the privilege to rule over the earth, and even though we have making 
a real hash of the job, I note that God has never withdrawn this statement (Gen 1:26). You may 
remember that some not very pleasant conditions were attached as a consequence for sin, but it 
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is a surprise to many to find that our ruling authority itself was not cancelled. Some teaching 
today assumes that this sovereignty was revoked. One of the main assumptions made today is 
that Satan took over this authority, but even though I have examined Genesis 3 many times, 
there is no statement that gives sovereignty to Satan. In fact, you may remember that the 
consequences for Satan were quite severe. The reality is that God cursed Satan, and actually 
removed power and privilege from Satan, and put in place some area restrictions (Earth). I 
challenge you to find any reference that says Satan received authority. No, the truth is that Satan 
did not any receive anything by way of authority, special privilege, and he certainly did not receive 
our authority. If you still find that hard to believe then please read the passage again and again, 
you will find no mention of our authority being transferred to Satan. 

  

False Assumptions 
This new look at Genesis 3 prompted me to revisit the basic areas of legality that all mankind 
operates from. This God established legality is the foundation of all we can humanly do, and 
therefore without an adequate understanding of our legal authority we will probably be laboring 
under some false assumptions, and perhaps even false limitations.  

These (and other) false assumptions and limitations have the effect of limiting our level of our 
authority and confusing some of our responses. Needless to say, the main beneficiary from the 
effects of false assumptions is Satan. We supply him with authority because we have convinced 
ourselves that we don’t have it. What a cunning little devil he is.  As you read this, there are 
millions of Christians going about their business convinced they do not have authority on earth. 
Please, please, please, read Genesis 3 again and do not fall for this deception. 

If you think about it, this revelation makes good sense. And by the way, all humanity has this 
authority to rule over the earth, not just Christians!  

  

Are Evil Spirits Legal? 
Do spirits need bodies to be legal? 
Ok, to kick this off let’s take a look at a weird but strangely revealing error. There is some 
teaching around that says spirits need a living body to have legitimate legal status on earth, but is 
that correct teaching or just another piece of assumed theological baloney? 

Where would such a weird idea come from? 

Who knows for sure where it would come from? But it has been suggested that the spirits Jesus 
cast out, needed the pigs, even if the pigs reacted by immediately killing themselves (Mt. 8:30), 
but personally I consider this kind of teaching is only half correct, a bit confused, and about as 
solid as the spirits referred to because it doesn't consider enough of the issues involved. Still, it is 
a useful topic or vehicle for providing discussion, and finding some interesting answers. 

  

Some Answers 
So where are the grains of truth in this confusing subject?  

Do fallen spirits need a human/animal body to be a legitimate legal entity on earth?  

The short answer is NO they don't because they are already legal. We need to be careful we are 
basing our theology on what God says more than what people say, or even worse, what Satan 
says. For example, Jesus said that he saw Satan fall (Lk 10:18), therefore it is reasonable to 
propose that God was the one that pushed Satan and his followers to the earth. This falling to 
earth suggests a change of both position and authority. Therefore, if God has done it, their status 
as spirits on earth is already as legal as it gets. If you disagree, then please feel free to take the 
matter up with God, but I have to assume that in such a fundamentally important matter that 
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affects the life of the entire planet God acted in a way that was completely legal, and that this 
change of status continues to be legally acceptable. You may argue that it is a temporary 
arrangement until judgment, and I would agree with that, but that still provides legal status until 
then. Being cursed doesn't in itself cancel authority. 

Also it is significant that Genesis 3 assumes spirits, and certainly Satan was legally roaming the 
earth, before the fall, therefore Jesus' comments about Satan falling, and the curses applied by 
God were given in part to restrict an enemy that was already at work on earth. 

A number of verses could be considered here, but arguably the most influential passage of all is 
the temptations of Jesus. Satan took Jesus to a high place and said "All this I will give you," he 
said, "if you will bow down and worship me" (Mt 4:9). This passage has a subtle influence on 
most Christians. I have heard people say it must be true, and many others must think it is true 
according to other associated things they have said. People have said that Satan must really 
have control of the land and people being offered because Jesus did not deny it; but that is 
proclaiming something as true by a crude association only, and we need to do much better than 
that. 

It’s time for me to introduce you to the "who says" principle. This is a principle I created 
because over the years I have become frustrated at hearing all manner of misleading theology 
and false teaching. Some of this has come from accepting Biblical comments that were not 
intended to be the accepted as whole truth. All sorts of claims and comments are written in the 
Bible. Any Biblical researcher must start with an assumption that they can not all be 100% literally 
right, because some of them contradict each other. This fact does bother me that much, in fact it 
makes the process of belief more interesting.  

To sort out a preliminary stage one understanding of these I have constructed a "who says" 
guide. For instance, Jesus said Satan was the father of lies and a liar from the beginning, 
therefore if the Bible quotes Satan as saying something, we should first assume it is either not 
true or only half true. The difficulty then becomes, which half is true, and how has it been 
twisted? I have personally heard far too many sermons that assume the comments the devil 
made were true! This basic error of understanding is very revealing; let me ask you a simple 
question, even if we were talking about a human being, why would you expect a known 
compulsive liar to speak the truth? 

  

The "Who Says" Principle 
1) Whatever Satan says – is never 100% true and always misleading. 
2) Whatever fallen Angels say – the truth is always compromised. 
3) Whatever people say – needs to be investigated if possible to check whether it is correct, 

misleading, exaggerated or perhaps even intended to be false (even if it is in the Bible). 
4) Whatever good Angels say – is always true, but usually needs careful interpretation and 

application, because they know more than we do. 
5) Whatever God says – if it really is God, it's always true, but likewise needs to be 

understood before we jump to conclusions. 

If we follow these basic guidelines we will not make the error of believing Satan, we will assume it 
is a lie. Therefore when Satan says 'I will give you all this'; using the above principle, instead of 
assuming it must be true, we would assume it is not written for us to believe he owns it; rather it 
is written for us to understand the nature of temptation, and that his comments are based on 
subtle deception, because as everyone knows (or should know!) 'The earth is the LORD's, and 
everything in it ...' (Ps 24:1), and you can sure the Lord will not be handing over the keys! There 
is a dilemma here, you can not seriously accept both statements as true, there is no middle 
ground here, either God owns it or Satan owns it. You see, some be people have become 
deluded and now thing that Satan has no imagination. It is true that he uses some very blunt 
tactics, but many of his deceptions are very subtle, and even though this is part of the temptations 
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of Jesus and must have been included in the Bible to teach us the subtle nature of temptation, 
this temptation has still managed to confuse multitudes of Christians.  

The best temptations are not total lies, Satan learnt long ago that the best temptations are the 
ones that look like, or mirror the truth. When it comes to Satan we must not confuse influence 
with ownership. Influence is not ownership, and by its very nature influence can never be 100%. 
You remember the parable Jesus told about the absentee landlord and the tenants? Even if the 
tenants think the owner has been away so long he will never return – that does not mean they 
own it! The owner will return and punish the tenants, because he has ownership and maintains 
the right to rule over it. 

This is a major area of confusion for most people. One of those classic "the devil made me do it" 
statements always reveals when someone has totally fallen for the trap of believing Satan has so 
much influence it might as well be called control. Most of the time the issue is the simply the age 
old problem of the human will; even if we know we should not do a certain thing, if we want it 
badly enough our minds will create all sorts of excellent reasons why it is perfectly acceptable 
and even a noble thing to do. Our human free will may choose all kinds of things, it may even 
facilitate evil influence, but it is a deluded mind that blames the devil, God, another religion, 
another culture, politics, or even serious illness for bad personal choices or deliberate bad 
choices that collectively provide large amounts of influence for the enemy. Despite a general 
reluctance to do the right thing, people still like to blame external influences when bad stuff 
happens; however in spite of this, God is still in charge, because God believes holds all the 
ownership rights. 

  

Till Judgment Only 
If we accept any of the half reasonable interpretations of the book of Revelation, then fallen spirits 
only have legality till judgment, so being the devious little devils they are, it seems obvious that 
they are trying to gain some form of strategic advantage now while they are legitimate. Exactly 
what result this advantage will have is hard to say. This is hard to determine, because it is all 
based on deception and misunderstanding. An added confusion to this is that since Satan is an 
expert liar I would assume he also lies to other evil spirits to convince them things are going to 
plan (as do all tyrants). However the Bible is very clear on the disastrous fate of evil angels after 
judgment (Rev 20:10).  

There are also bound to extra motivations. The few Biblical descriptions we have of possession 
illustrates that evil spirits really enjoy the process of possession. It may be that these spirits being 
degenerate, crave the warmth of a human body; they may crave the experience of human sin, 
they may crave all sorts of things, but legitimacy on earth only requires permission to be granted 
by God, and it has been granted (till judgment), so this can not the main reason for possessing 
anybody. 

A case could be argued that they secretly acknowledge our authority, because they feel required 
to “take over.” If they have to take us over then they must know they are not really in control. In 
fact we could interpret their invasive strategies to mean that they think they only have authority if 
they can take over our wills or destroy us. They may well be experimenting with us, in order to 
find a way around the problem that time is running out (now there’s a nice  thought). In any case 
these things directly imply that we are higher in the food chain. 

The theological error that suggests we are currently lower than fallen angels (dealt with in the 
next chapter), probably arises from our ‘how could God allow that’ thinking. This idea that God is 
just a warm and fuzzy God pervades western thinking and consequently provides obstacles for 
straight thinking. Once again the fact is, that God did cast Satan out and enemy forces are at 
work on earth, and Jesus said he say Satan fall, so there is no point trying to reason your way 
around the legalities.  

Over the ages humans have developed a mystical awe of angels. Some people worship angels 
even though in the Old Testament good angels never asked to be worshiped. When you add to 
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this the fact that most TV shows portray angels as a higher stage of human evolution, it's not 
surprising that people think they must all be above us and have more authority. 

The real battle on earth is not about will power, temporary authority, or regional authority. These 
things (that are happening around us) are just the battle ground for the real prize; and that is the 
privilege of eternal legitimacy on earth and beyond. They have temporary legitimacy, and we 
have the eternal promise (that is why the NT speaks of a new heaven and a new earth – 
otherwise the old fallen one would be the only one available) 

  

The Authority of Fallen Spirits 
So what is the actual position of authority for fallen spirits? 

The reality is that fallen spirits, often referred to as Principalities and Powers of this present world, 
have no designated earthly authority at all from God. This may go against everything you have 
assumed, but it is argued from a solid theological position. The argument goes like this - the devil 
relies on deception for all his authority. As Anselm points out, from the very first temptation, 
deception was a key tactic used to usurp authority and purpose from mankind. The problem 
Satan discovered was that any position of power and authority supposedly gained by illegal 
means is by its very nature illegal and not recognized by God. Even if the deception was 
very effective in creating big problems for mankind, no transfer of authority could be legally 
enforced. Mankind still has authority on earth, and all ultimate authority is still in the hands of God 
and those that worship God. All other authority is illegal and therefore temporal in nature.  

Satan may have sharpened up his methods, and developed the subtlety a little, but the basic 
approach has not changed since Genesis 3. This brings the words of Jesus into focus. When he 
said Satan was the father of lies, he was not just making a casual comment; he was correctly 
identifying the modus operandi used by the leader and therefore the followers as well. Satan has 
created the ultimate dilemma. Whatever foothold can be levered out of mankind by these 
methods will be forfeit, but since the restrictions of the curse there is no other way of operating. 
So in reality the only change in tactics since Genesis 3 is that Satan has used the greed, pride, 
and ingenuity of mankind to invent a multitude of delusions that lead away from the truth. 

Does that mean Satan has no power? Of course he does have power but it doesn't come from 
God. Humans are constantly making decisions that provide for large amounts of influence. We all 
have a choice of 'who to serve'. However God can exercise divine authority at any time because it 
is God's by right. This is why prayer is effective - we have the right to plead for God's mercy and 
intervention. There is only one predestined outcome and all the others are dead ends. You could 
even say that God chooses to use people to intervene in earthly affairs because it was us that 
loused it up in the first place. Therefore we are given the opportunity to make a real difference in 
the world.   

One preacher said that even the Holy Spirit needs to dwell in us, before there is a legal position to 
operate from. I will do all that I please (Isa 46:11) (that is - through us). Personally I believe that 
he was pushing his point too far. I only agree with this with the provision that it is not exclusive; 
after all, if the Spirit of God can hover creatively over the face of the waters without needing 
anyone’s help or permission, then God must remain supreme as God and not be viewed in a 
compromising position.  

There are probably other scenarios - e.g. there are territorial spirits that link to these more 
personal spirits, and it seems these territorial spirits do not need to possess anybody. 

Remember the expression that says ‘possession is nine tenths of the law’? The possessed 
may agree, but in the spiritual reality it is not true. That rule is only true for physical objects 
that rust and decay. In the end the only law that holds true is God's eternal spiritual law and 
reality. This law can be enforced whenever God agrees with us that it should or rather we agree 
with God. You see it is not just a matter of 2 or 3 agreeing on earth, and applying forceful human 
personalities to achieve something. For a true God intervention in earthly affairs, it also has to be 

 6



agreed by God, and be in God's timing, be released by God, and normally it is released through a 
human agent. That is where a prophet can sometimes be useful. I say sometimes because God's 
timing is also difficult for prophets to understand! Unless there is an emphatic NOW request from 
God, the issue of the timing of this intervention can always be debated (and some prophets 
receive everything as NOW requests – hmm, you see how difficult this can be!). 

The restrictions placed on Satan must flow on to all evil spirits. This brings us to a very interesting 
and controversial area (one of many!). These controversial areas often have sections of 
inadequate or inaccurate theology. People don't like to offend, and often steer clear of these 
issues. The result is a theology that remains inadequate, and is left in the background. 

Before I move on to some interesting stuff, one of the most misused verses is Jn 14:30 that refers 
to “the prince of this world.” I have just two things to say about this. Yes Satan must be a prince 
because he has many followers, but who is the King, and who do we serve? Also, I see no 
reason why we should give Satan any more authority than God gave him on earth, and as you 
will see, he was not given authority over us. 

 

Fallen Spirits - Another Perspective 
One of the classic areas of Christian misunderstanding is the area of fallen spirits. There are 
many questions (not normally asked) that need real answers here, for instance; since they have 
been booted out of heaven, how earthly are these fallen spirits? In what way are they earthly? 
Apart from using a theological dictionary, what does fallen really mean? They may have started 
as 100% eternal but it is stating the obvious to say that fallen spirits are clearly not as perfect now 
as they were when they were created, so what does that mean in theory and what does that 
really mean for us at the pointy or conflict end. 

As a way of approaching some of these difficult issues, we could ask the question - since the 
original curse was given by God and was God's own response to the fall of mankind, what does 
this Genesis Scripture say of Satan’s status, and how does this reflect on those that serve him? 

(Gen 3:14) So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 
"Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on 
your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. (3:15) And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 

When we combine this with the previously discussed comments of Jesus about Satan falling 
(Intro 1a), we see that this curse of Satan is a severe curse, and we would expect something this 
severe to apply to position, status and authority in general, and therefore it must follow that the 
curse would flow on to all evil spirits that come under Satan's control (in a similar way that 
blessings are passed on). Therefore some interesting issues are raised by these verses, and are 
worth considering. 

  

1. CURSED 
'Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals.' 

Position in the food chain! 
I disagree a little with the theology that says that Satan usurped mankind’s position and man 
ended up lower in the created order.  

This curse from God must have been a severe shock to Satan, who must have thought he held a 
privileged and secure position of influence. Perhaps the original strategy had assumed that if 
mankind had freely chosen to sin, then most of the retribution for destroying God's perfection 
would only be directed at them. If this was the case then the serious nature of the curse must 
have been a stunning blow for Satan. If we meditate on the level of the curse for Satan, we find 
that the severity of the curse equals the level of responsibility for creating the problem.  
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The level of the curse can also be measured by the amount of authority that was removed. A 
careful look at this verse and others shows that Satan was cursed more than all the livestock and 
wild animals. This is a direct reference to God's created order, and I note that man was 
considered more important than wild animals, but before we go any further let's consider some 
other Scripture. 

Various Scripture has been used to support the theory that because of the curse, man has 
dropped lower in the created order, but much of it is miss-directed. A typical example is in 
Matthew, where Satan said all these lands are mine, or more correctly (Mt 4:9) "All this I will give 
you...", but Jesus never agreed with him! Jesus knew they actually belonged to God as creator. 
Jesus did not need to say anything about this, because the Bible agrees that the creator has 
never given up ownership of creation, no Israelite would suggest such a thing, and therefore God 
is still in control. Yet despite this straight forward and even logical conclusion, other theories are 
often preferred. You may remember Jesus said of Satan, that he was a liar from the beginning. 

  

The Bible speaks the straight truth when it says: 

(Ps 66:4) ALL the earth bows down to you; 

(89:11) The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you founded the world and 
all that is in it. 

Therefore it is better if we don't let the subtleties and claims made by the father of lies influence 
our theology. It is better to first identify the truth God has spoken. 

In Genesis 3 God declared Satan’s position, 'Cursed are you above ... all the wild animals!' 

It is clear from this verse that compared to mankind, Satan received the lion's share of the curse, 
yet the full impact of this curse it is not always understood. 

 

An Incorrect Order 

    God 
    Angels 
    Satan + Fallen Angels 
    Mankind 
    Various Animals  

 

A revised pecking order based on what God says of Satan in Genesis 3 would be: 

Correct Genesis 3 Order 

    God 
    Mankind 
    Good Angels (either above or below man, depending on your theology) 
    Various Animals 
    Satan & Fallen Angels  

 

An order based on the Genesis 3 statement by God, reveals that the only authority Satan has on 
earth has to come from other fallen spirits that serve him and those higher up, that is animals and 
humans that directly give him their authority, and others that refuse to acknowledge God and 
therefore are open to wide scale deception. 

To put this another way, Satan may be legally allowed on earth, but has no special heavenly 
authority on earth. The main influence gained comes from humans through misrepresenting God, 
and spreading fear and lies. His servants the fallen spirits can only assist Satan by similarly 
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gaining personal influence over people and how they think/react. Lies and deceit are the stock 
and trade of fallen spirits; therefore God will always have the divine right of reply and intervention, 
because ownership and truth is a "no issue." 

The following Scripture is one that confirms this and is accepted and used by those that prefer 
other theories.  

(Heb 1:14) Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 

This Scriptures, stated as if it was readily accepted fact by the readers, quite clearly states that 
one of the major tasks allocated to angels is ministering to an 'unregenerate' mankind.  That is, 
even before we accept Christ we are in the care of angels. You can not argue that a change of 
status happens after we accept Christ, because the status of being a child of God is effectively 
part of an eternal inheritance that takes greatest effect after we die or after judgment. Also, only 
God knows who will accept Christ. This Hebrews passage confirms that despite all our human 
problems that are without doubt serious and numerous, while we are on earth and waiting for the 
final judgment our position is above the good angels.  

Once you accept that this is the most likely of all possibilities, you realize that there is no way that 
evil spirits can be positioned above us, or above the good angels in the pecking order. It becomes 
ludicrous to even suggest it. Never the less that is the realty of what some believe and say. 

The “supernatural” is the only area that at first glance appears to be an exception. However, if 
you accept the supernatural possibilities offered in the New Testament, where we can reconnect 
with our God’s intentions for our lives, then there is no problem there either.  

  
2. EAT MY DUST! 
(Getting back to Genesis 3) 

If you don't want my blessing you'll have to eat your own dust. This is one of the many 
confirmations in Scripture that there is only one good option (i.e. following God!). 

'...You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.' 

  
• This assumes a change of Status 

Here is another confirmation of Satan’s change of status. It is said we are made of dust, but that 
is not said of angels.  To say that some angels will now have to eat dust all the days of their life, 
suggests a serious change of status. At this point it is necessary to point out that the language 
used may be a direct and an accurate picture of the change of circumstances, but it is not literal. 
Nobody needs to conjure up amusing images of spirits turning into snakes and developing an 
instant craving for eating dust! This may be very amusing but I don't think it's what God had in 
mind. What it directly suggests is a change of status.  

a. This change will be instant 

Just as the change for mankind was immediate, so was the change for these spirits. After God's 
pronouncement they became fallen spirits. It is important to remember that when we talk about 
immediate change in the Bible, it does not have to mean “in the blink of an eye” change. It 
normally means that the process of fast or slow change is now under way.  

b. They will be earth bound 

Apart from other possibilities the mention of eating dust, suggests they will bound to the earth, or 
more correctly to the planet earth and therefore the fate of humanity. 

  
• Assumes a repulsive life 
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The concept of eating dust also implies a life based upon, or relying upon earthly decay. We may 
be made of dust but it does not say that we have to eat dust. The Bible states that we are 
destined for greater things. The degree of this status change (and life style change) is revealed in 
the language used, of course how much earthly decay can affect a cursed eternal being would be 
a matter of endless debate, but there is no doubt that Satan has lost a heavenly focus and is now 
consumed with earthly affairs (Mt 16:23). 

  
• Assumes some form of limit 

'... all the days of your life.' 

There is now a 'limit of days', even if that is many thousands, but what does this mean? 

There was a beginning, now there will be an end; fortunately this question has a number of 
verses that shed some light. 

The Bible states many times that angels are eternal beings. Mankind may die physically, but we 
will are also eternal beings and will have to face judgment. A clue to this Genesis verse about 
Satan’s end can be found in the conversation with Eve. Satan said that she would not die, but 
would be an immediately changed for the better and be more like God. It is therefore not 
surprising that God reveals Satan’s punishment as an immediate change for the worse. This is 
followed by an 'end of days' (I love that phrase), however Revelation tells us that this end or final 
punishment will also be eternal (Rev 20:10). Satan has miscalculated the seriousness of all these 
outcomes from the very beginning. 

If you like being cryptic, Satan’s end will have no end, and the process will have a number of 
stages with things going from bad to worse.  

Satan       - is on a downward spiral 

Mankind   - has heavenly possibilities 

  

3. PRIVILEGES REVOKED? 
First - Heavenly Access Denied or Restricted? 

'...You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.' 

  
• Privileged Information    Gone!! 

Good News!  

Satan has no privileged information; there is no special access to the heavenly spiritual data 
base. Observation is the only way fallen angels can accumulate data. If they are serious about it, 
a great deal can be gathered over many decades, however, this is still good news, because, as 
we all know, this means there will be many gaps and inaccuracies. Also, there will be many blind 
spots. 

  
• Higher thinking    Gone!! 

More Good News!  

Whatever the situation was before, now we know that Satan does "... not have in mind the things 
of God, but the things of men" (Mt 16:23). 

What does that mean? It means that Satan: 

- Has little or no heavenly perspective 

- Is consumed with earthly motives and goals  
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It means that Satan is now consumed with trying to change destiny. More correctly, Satan is 
simply trying to promote himself. Therefore he has only a shallow and limited understanding of 
the future. Because of this the only option left is to try and gain control of earth. But even though 
Scripture appears to say he is the prince of the air he is not even in control of the air. God 
remains in control of creation, the destiny of mankind and eternity. We do not need to fall for the 
lies that say there is doubt about this. God retains control of mercy and justice. No matter how 
many bombs may be thrown, and how many million people die, God keeps a full account and will 
apply correct judgment and justice to all. God is not surprised by events. If God is our friend, then 
death is not our enemy. 

  
• Permanence /Eternity 

Bearing in mind that a fallen human being has an eternal spirit (soul), it is reasonable to assume 
that all these fallen spirits that were eternal will in some way also remain eternal. There is a great 
deal of strange teaching, or more correctly confused opinion, that assumes the soul – that eternal 
part of the fallen (both human and angelic) will be extinguished at the time of eternal judgment. 
This is simply not correct.  

  
• Perfection    Gone!! 

 The only guarantee that can found from Scripture is that the quality/status of Satan's eternal 
destiny can more accurately be described as one of eternal judgment. It's a case of, things can 
only get worse! This is standard Biblical teaching. This being the case, the onus is on those who 
advocate the opposite to put forward a very strong (Biblical) case to prove the rest of us wrong. 

  
• Purpose        Gone!! 

For fallen spirits the original purpose of worshiping and serving God has obviously been lost. This 
has been replaced by one of survival, manipulating people, and hope of ultimate domination 
(climbing the greasy pole!). 

  
• Peace        Gone!! 

Assuming there was ever a time when Satan had a measure of peace (this will depend on your 
preferred theology), there is no doubt that he has now lost out in all dimensions. 

Lose, lose, lose, lose.  

  
4. ENMITY 
'And I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; 

  
• Assumes offspring from spirits 

This is an unpleasant thought, and some have suggested all kinds of possibilities between fallen 
spirits and even humans. Personally, I offer no recommendations here because there is no way 
of confirming exactly how accurate any of these speculations are. However there seems little 
doubt that some of these unpleasant possibilities must be correct. 

  
• Assumes constant battle  

One of the things many of the people that preach a message of ultimate reconciliation 
conveniently ignore is that God has promised there will be constant conflict with Satan. This 
conflict is seen on a regular basis, and is a guarantee that will continue no matter how much 
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"good" we think we are doing, or how successful we are in any peace process. Any reasonable 
overview of world history will support this. 

  

• In battle there is always death and defeat 

Ah yes, the promise of death and taxes - or was that death duties? Yes in battle there is always 
the possibility of death, no concept of protection is ever total. 

(1 Cor 15:55) "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" (56) The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. (57) But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Rom 8:38) For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, (8:39) neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

   
AND THE POINT WAS? 
The point of all of this ground work was to establish the Biblical position of Satan. There is much 
Scripture that refers to fallen angels, but all would acknowledge that their position is relative to 
their leader. In the same way most comments that relate specifically to Satan can be directed 
toward the enemy in general. For instance this well used an abused Scripture states: 

  

(Rom 16:20) The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

Naturally enough, nobody who quotes this will limit it only to Satan. 

  

That was one of the longest introduction I have ever done. Point being that a reasonably full or at 
least rounded understanding of the theology is essential before you can start to express stand 
alone opinion. Opinion should be based on sound teaching and study, and not just an emotional 
response based on experience and cultural background. 

I would really like say a great deal more about these verses from Genesis as they are pivotal for 
understanding human /spirit interactions in this world. Another time I hope. 

   
Footnote: 'Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals.' 

It is interesting to note that there were both livestock and wild animals before the fall. A point often ignored. 

 

 

 

ADVANCED Teaching (Section 2) 
A. Someone Stronger  
As previously stated, this is neither a simple how to do it guide for would be exorcists, or a course 
in basic demonology. Some basic theology is extremely useful, and I always recommend it, but 
as you can tell from my section on introductions, I do not agree with everything in the basic 
theology course. Hopefully this was just a matter of some errors introduced by the Pentecostal 
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church and Bible College where I did my theology, but I suspect these errors are more wide 
spread.  

This section concentrates on a few of the more pivotal stories and testimonies Jesus used to 
teach his disciples how to deal with evil spirits. I fear we have not learnt half as much as we need 
to know. The very nature of this ministry is extremely confronting in all ways. It has the capacity to 
make you feel very small and inadequate. In fact unless you have gained real experience in these 
fields you will not even understand why those matters of theology (that I have just been pointing 
out) need to be addressed.  

When theory needs to become practice in a hurry, most Christians are found wanting. They 
normally call in the “big guns.” Sometimes this works, but if the problem of possession or 
oppression is complicated, you will soon discover that the “big guns” may preach nice sermons, 
but they don’t have very much deliverance experience either. Once they have tried the few things 
they have used before, it can quickly escalate into a rather pathetic shouting match or something 
like that.  

The people with the real hands on Christian experience in this field do not advertise! They work in 
various ways, but you will discover that they work systematically. Real exorcists work quietly, and 
calmly. Most of them are not pastors in a church, because churches are nervous about this stuff 
too.  

The ordinary theoretical teaching is alright for very simple issues that happen in a church. 
However it should have occurred to a few bright people out there that (apart from dramatic 
movies) fallen spirits don’t normally bother that much with churches. Churches are more than 
capable of destroying themselves; not much help is needed from the devil. Fallen spirits also 
don’t need to bother with churches because the people out of church are far more interesting to 
play with.  

Christians need to deal with evil where it happens. When we read about the strong man in Luke 
11:21, we need to stop thinking nice neat theories, and start thinking about messy, violent, foul 
smelling fallen spirits. Think about entering the house of a messy, violent, foul smelling spirit. How 
do you think it would react? If you can imagine this, then you will begin to understand what we are 
really talking about here. 

  
(Luke 11:21) "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 
possessions are safe. (11:22) But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers 
him, he takes away the armour in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 
(Luke 11:22) But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him... 
The similar Matthew verses: 

(Mt 12:29) speak primarily about the need to bind the enemy before, but this 
Scripture does not concern itself with how good your binding technique is, or even 
how pure your faith is, it adds in another dimension.  

 
First of all we should take notice of the Scriptural progression that leads up to this chapter: 
The Gospel of Luke  

Ch 5        - The calling of the first disciples 
Ch 6        - The authority of Jesus (the Lord of the Sabbath) 
Ch 7        - The faith of the Centurion 
Ch 8        - Jesus travelled from town to town 
Ch 9        - The 12 disciples are sent out 
Ch 10      - The 72 disciples are sent out 
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10:17  - The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to 
us in your name." 

 Chapter-11 
11:01 - Teach us to pray 
11:14 - Jesus driving a demon (out of a mute person) 
11:15 - By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons. 
11:21 - When a strong man... 

(Jesus teaches more about deliverance) 
  

The disciples may not have noticed at the time these things were happening, but on reflection 
Luke has brought to our attention a visible and natural progression. The momentum is continually 
building, Jesus fully aware of the times and seasons (and the fact that he only had three years 
with them), so he has moved on, and the former lessons have been assumed. The disciples have 
come back after having some success, so now Jesus is developing the issue. Little time is 
allowed for the disciples to slap each other on the back, or to swap and compare miracle and 
deliverance stories. This is not just a standard teaching seminar, designed to give the basics of 
Christianity 'one more time'. Jesus did not give seminars like that. 
His comments as recorded were designed to provoke some inner reflection. It's not only what he 
says, it's the implications behind it that are really interesting. Jesus is throwing out a challenge, 
and the motivations for this challenge could be described in questions like this: 

a. Did you understand what was happening when you were ministering?  
b. Can you develop this to a deeper level? 

   
 
1. Do you understand what happened? 
Jesus starts this mini teaching session by replying to the accusation that he was using Satan to 
cast out Satan, which is an interesting issue in itself considering some of the methods used by 
many "spiritual" people (namely spiritualists, new age healers, etc.) today, but he uses this as a 
background to challenge his disciples and anyone else willing to listen. Seventy-two have just 
been on a mission trip and I can hear the echo of some unasked questions.  
  
For instance, Jesus is effectively saying, you have been casting out demons in my name, but: 
A)  Did you understand what was happening, or are you still like the crowd that 
understands very little? 
A question that follows on from that is; were you just using my name like a formula that hopefully 
has a high success rate and not too many side effects? 
The basics of deliverance and spiritual warfare can be attempted by any novice when the 
opportunity arises, but whether this is advisable is another matter entirely. Personally I always 
advise people to find out what they are getting into, and always be in the company of an 
experienced person. Those that open or try to close the door into another world should be 
prepared. 
Most professions taught in school, and learnt by the applying a series of formulas, but whether we 
are talking about management, customer relations, baking a cake, or spiritual warfare, the 
learning of a four step formula or a recipe will never be enough to do an effective job if there are 
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complications. Meaningful deliverance ministry and spiritual warfare at a high level can only be 
sustained if it is accompanied by a deepening level of understanding of the motives and 
aspirations of God. I would also say that in deliverance ministry there are often complications that 
need to be dealt with on the run.  
Note: I have occasionally observed managers that can only operate by formulas admonishing 
employees that have moved way beyond the rigid confines of a formula. This kind of inflexibility 
destroys initiative and prevents people from finding out how their gifts operate. 
  

 
B) When you prayed, did you close your eyes and hope for the best? 
It seems that a large amount of deliverance ministry falls into this category; in part because it is 
often done by people "just having a go." However this is only a small part of the problem. 
Everyone has to start somewhere, however if you assume that most people we minister to have a 
history of previous ministry and have already tried at least one other semi-spiritual option if not 
many more. So before you close your eyes to pray, it's a good idea to ask about the history of the 
problem - how long have they had difficulties, what were they doing before it started, who has 
been helping them at the moment, and what have they tried - you may learn a lot in a few 
minutes, that is very enlightening. For instance, they may have been to a spiritualist, new age 
healer, etc. They may have a medical condition, and really need a doctor, not deliverance prayer 
– please spend a couple of minutes – apart from anything else, that few minute may be the best 
pastoral care that person will ever get.  
The seven sons of Sceva, is a classic example of people trying a formula based approach, 
hoping for the best, and having some success. It may have been an interesting idea, but 
eventually they encountered some side effects of using the name of Jesus that were obviously a 
bit extreme for their liking (see Acts 19:14). This example proves a number of almost 
contradictory positions.  

i. First off, there is no replacement for real faith/authority.  

ii. You need to believe in what you are doing.  

iii. Even though Jesus didn’t use a formula, and did not teach people to use one, it is 
possible to create a formula out of what Jesus was doing.  

iv. However, these seven sons did not really know Jesus and little understanding of what he 
was trying to achieve. 

(Prayer Tip: It's best not to close your eyes when praying for deliverance. You can’t react fast 
enough if people fall over or have a fit! Also, people’s reactions or even lack of reaction can be 
revealing). 
It always worth remembering that we do not have to pray for everyone! The pool of Bethesda (Jn. 
5:7) must have been full of sick people but Jesus only healed one and then moved on. 
  
C) Did you know why you were doing it, or were you just doing it because I asked? 
If the task is straight forward and elementary then the there is only one answer required for this, 
and that is “to free the captives and proclaim the good news.” But as the going gets tough, which 
definitely at some point, that level of simplicity becomes impossible to sustain and you will have 
questions that need answers, and if these answers do not arrive, then disillusionment will set in. 
At this point , no matter what the preacher might say, faith alone is not enough to answer 
those questions, and faith must be supplemented by he other essential ingredients, that is 
experience, knowledge, wisdom, and discernment. 
  

 15



I know some will not be convinced by this statement, so I have set out a simple set of definitions 
as follows: 

I. Faith – the substance of things hoped for. For a prophet this means things you can’t 
physically touch, because they may have been seen in the Spirit.  

II. Experience – the “been there and seen that” If this is accurate experience, then this is 
invaluable information to pass on. 

III. Knowledge – the information required to understand what we see (or are told in the 
Spirit). In other words, what are the keys to make sense of the symbols, words Scripture, 
video, etc. 

IV. Wisdom – the depth of understanding to know what the knowledge means, and what the 
choices there are, rather than just the one someone else tells you. 

V. Discernment – the God given perspective necessary to make the right decisions 
regarding those choices. This is a rare gift to have in the church these days – you 
normally find more of it outside the church. 

You could say that man can not live by faith alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God (a deliberate misquote from Mt 4:4). Unless the gaps in our experience, knowledge, 
wisdom, and discernment are filled in, we will be forced to fill them with other things, or more 
likely just give it all away and do something else that actually makes more sense. 
  
2. Can you develop this to a deeper level? 
Even though I have no idea what formula based approach the Jewish exorcists of Jesus day were 
using, there can be little doubt that the major reason the deliverance ministry of Jesus stood out 
as unique was that he was very effective and didn't use a method. In fact it appears to be a bit 
different every time. The word that stands out is authority; he simply didn't need a formula. He 
didn’t need to shout and carry on; in fact his presence was all that was required to make fallen 
spirits want to leave. We can observe a number of principles at work in the way Jesus operates, 
and it is possible (as many have done) to turn these into a general formula but Jesus didn't use 
one. The ministry of Jesus is characterized by this difference, that unlike the Pharisees, he 
applied the guiding principles of Scripture but avoided using a law or formula based approach. 
Sometimes he even acted in ways that were deliberately provocative. For example, why did he 
give permission for that legion of spirits to enter the pigs (Mt 8:30)? Even if the spirits didn't 
realize it, Jesus would have known the result would be total chaos. 

(Luke 11:21) "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 
possessions are safe.  

I suppose we have to agree that this story is an allegory about spiritual warfare and deliverance 
ministry, but assuming we can  agree on that, Jesus starts this challenge with a throw away 
statement that he took for granted; unfortunately it is a surprise to most Christians. Unlike 
humans that lock their houses walk away and hope they will be secure enough, Satan does not 
leave things unguarded. The question is how strong is the guard (or guards), and what defenses 
are there? Not only do spirits come in various shapes and sizes, they also come with a variety of 
strengths and defenses. 
In this context it is not just a matter of using God's authority. The challenge being given is now 
one of character and strength, and being able to adapt to what's happening. The main question 
Jesus is asking is, are you stronger? You may recall an occasion the disciples were not able to 
deliver someone.  

(Mk 9:17)... "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has 
robbed him of speech ... I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could 
not." 
(9:20)... When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion... 
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This story illustrates that the very presence of Jesus was enough to cause great distress to 
spirits. After this outward display of total authority it is no wonder the disciples were dismayed 
they could do so little. With this understanding of how difficult it could be for mankind to operate 
by faith, Jesus urges us all to a deeper level of understanding. 
We hear Paul reply and say I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil 4:13). He 
recognized the challenge and rose to it by with that bold reply, and we know by his life they were 
not idle words.  
  
Binding, Humility and Authority 
The elements of character, strength and being able to adapt come into play because we are 
asked to deal with the strong man. It is not just a theoretical exercise of measuring who is 
stronger and the weaker bowing out honorably. We have been asked to bind the strong man, so 
we should assume it will require some effort and we will need to understand what is happening. 
It is traditional and in a humble way appropriate to say, "It is all Christ, not me." This is a worthy 
principle in that it puts the focus back on Christ where the authority and victory comes from. 
However, when it comes to how we appropriate that authority, it does not provide all the answers. 
There is more to the concept of authority than that worthy phrase can explain. For instance, the 
demons could also say that all their power comes from Satan. Yet we can see that some demons 
are far more powerful than others. Some Christians appear to have large ministries, others small, 
and I am not referring to popularity levels. The fact that small is also important doesn't negate the 
obvious. So it would seem that there are other important factors in play. After all, the Bible is 
stuffed full of potential promises, and it is obvious that we can not appropriate them all (e.g. the 
will of God that all should be over comers, etc).  
We all know that some people like to big note themselves, and others prefer to melt into the 
background, but this is just a distraction here. Power/authority and the ability to use it, does 
not equal earthly position or popularity, and neither does it equal a natural ability to 'waffle on' 
all day without drawing breath or tell amusing stories that draw a crowd.   
If the main factors that identify heavenly authority are not identical to the ones normally 
recognized on earth, then what are these other factors that affect our ability to work effectively for 
God? If we can identify some of them, we may all be able to benefit. 
  
Who Is Stronger? 
A first question in search of these other factors (in Luke) is simply who is spiritually stronger?  
 
So where does our spiritual strength come from?  
No surprises are intended here: 

• Single mindedness (but not fanaticism) 
Single mindedness does not as some think, exclude being able to work on a number of things at 
the same time. It is more a matter of being able to recognize and follow through on those that are 
truly important. It does not need to include any form of extremism or weird behavior. Actually a 
person that finds it difficult to think on more than one track at a time will have trouble interpreting 
spiritual dreams and visions.  

• Faith (or faith of Christ) 
The ever essential gift of faith is always top of the list. We have to bear in mind that there are 
many types of faith (e.g. saving faith). The faith of Christ I am referring to must incorporate the 
leap of faith, that can discern (or see) the heavenly reality, grab onto it, and establish (or enforce) 
it on earth. 
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• Spiritual gifting 
Whatever our spiritual gifts are they will play a vital part in forming what our strengths are, and 
how they work together. 

• Character strength 
This does not mean an instinctive ability to ride roughshod over others, deliberately arranging 
things so you usually get your way, or other manipulative and controlling behavior you will in and 
out of church. It means an ability to find and hold firm to God's will in a situation and resist the 
urge to show off or take some of the glory. It is these – take over, show off, or occasionally fail to 
act moments that normally reveal weaknesses in our character. Once you reveal what your 
shortcomings are, even if you can’t recognize them, you can guarantee the enemy will arrange 
circumstances (especially in ministry) to exploit these as often as possible. Humility is true 
strength of character that needs to be constantly encouraged. 

• Steadfastness and all the fruit of the spirit (Gal 5:22) 
Part of spiritual strength is the ability to see as it were through God's glasses. Without a healthy 
amount of the Fruit of the Spirit it is impossible to see clearly, receive clear instructions or discern 
a steady course. 

• Ability to stir up the gift within (2 Tim 4:2, 1 Th 5:11) 
Nobody can be constantly on high alert. The ability to stir up the gift within is not just an ability to 
rise to a visible challenge, people involved in spiritual warfare need the spiritual instinct to see or 
feel things coming so they can rise to meet them – not be hit first and then react. 

• Adaptability and Discernment 
In this case it also includes the ability to allow the Holy Spirit to provide inspiration and direction to 
our spiritual energy. Though it's difficult to achieve, our discernment needs to be free from 
personal, political and cultural bias or else we will be of limited use to God when it comes to a 
cross cultural international ministry. 
If you felt the need, you could find multiple Scripture to support all of these. Only two of these are 
primarily faith based. Of course faith itself is number one, but only because it is normally the 
spark that precedes the others 
 

Spiritual Strength 
Just to reinforce an important point, spiritual strength does not come from: 

    1.  "Leadership ability" or whatever normally passes for it on earth 
    2.  "Good Looks" or any form of physical personality attraction (e.g. popularity) 
    3.  Physical strength, or even physical ability 
    4.  Intellectual I.Q. 

Of course a bit of the above is very useful, but none of these things in themselves can provide a 
place for a precious gift of God to be nurtured, and without a doubt too much of these things will 
be guaranteed to get in the way, if only because there is a limited amount of time available in a 
day for our lower priorities. 
The Bible says, faith is a gift of God, but you could also say that our ability to hold firm to the faith 
is of crucial importance and is linked to all the others. All pastors are frustrated by the apparent 
inability of many to hold onto the faith they receive, it appears to slip through many peoples 
fingers. Paul urged Timothy to stir up the gift within, but also not to neglect other more basic 
disciplines. All references preachers make to the parable of the sower syndrome is just cold 
comfort. For others, developing and establishing their faith appears almost impossible. Never-the-
less, the gift of God remains the same - fully accessible to all.  
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 Our giftings are also linked to our general character. While too much self analysis is a total waste 
of time, some is extremely valuable if it enables us to develop our work with God. 
 
Concerning Attack  
"If someone stronger attacks..." 
Christ is not given enough recognition for his direct attack on the spiritual world around him. This 
lack of recognition has happened because of today’s preference to preach peace, love, and 
tolerance.  

If we look through the Gospel’s it is another story entirely. Jesus admitted that he did not come to 
bring peace to the world (Mt 10:34). Unlike preachers today, Jesus did not feel the need to pacify 
the masses with feel good sentiments or anti-war speeches. 
We could argue as to the meaning of this 'strength' he refers to, but I see no need to limit it in any 
way. It should cover all the possibilities displayed during Christ’s life time, including purity and 
faith. The zealous aggression displayed when he made a whip to drive out the money changers, 
and the strength of resurrection power when he rose from the grave. 

The way Christ attacked the forces of Evil is a most interesting study. It is simplicity itself. He was 
himself. He did not hide away, but he did not around looking for trouble either. As opposites 
attract, he attracted evil and dealt with it as he went. I note that he preferred tried to deal with it 
quietly, not from centre stage. 
  
Concerning Strength 
'... When someone stronger attacks and overpowers him...' 
  
Are you willing to overpower fallen spirits? 
How much of an issue would this issue have been in Jesus' day?  
Who can tell for sure, however it is a real issue today. Over a period of many years I have met 
multitudes of Christians and of course others that firmly believe it is a sin to cause anyone harm 
or pain, to whatever degree. Let's face the facts here - it is not possible to physically attack and 
subdue a powerful person without causing some, if not a lot of physical and mental pain. When it 
comes to spiritual attack (through prayer!) the usual way out of this was to spiritualize the Bible 
story, the interpretation, and the answer. However reasoning that spiritual attack (through prayer) 
has no actual physical consequence would be laughable if it was not so dangerous a belief. Try 
telling that to the father that watched his son convulse, roll around under the struggles of an evil 
spirit, or fall in the fire (Mt 17:15); or to the relatives of the numerous people killed world wide by 
those subjected to evil "spiritual" brain washing.  
The reality is simple. Jesus recognized that both spiritual and physical actions have spiritual and 
physical effects, therefore when we are engaged in spiritual attack (through prayer!) we should 
expect there to be some physical response.  

Just perhaps – Just perhaps Jesus meant what he was actually saying - that he was physically 
and spiritually stronger, and that is why these spirits cringed when he came near them. One thing 
is certain; Jesus wanted us to do much better than the disciples that could do nothing. 
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B. Enemy Armor  
 

The Text Restated 

(Mt 12:29) "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his 
possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.  

And Also 

(Luke 11:21) "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 
possessions are safe. 

(11:22) But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him,  
he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 

'... he takes away the armor in which the man trusted  ...' 

  

What is the enemy’s armor? 
Excellent Question! 
Extremely Excellent Question! 

    ** In fact it's so good ** 

That I have never heard a sermon on it before!  

Apart from the fact that too many people tend to preach things they read or hear somewhere else, 
there are two main reasons for this. First is the false theology that says we don’t need any armor. 
Second, there is another theology going around that encourages people to constantly put on their 
own armor. I suppose there is a third option that simply doesn’t care about the enemy. These 
main two options are just two versions of the same problem, and two of the many reasons why 
the whole area of spiritual deliverance and warfare is little understood. 

I have heard a few sermons on enemy tactics in fact I've given one myself - BUT What about the 
armor? It seems we're meant to take it away - but - err - take what away? One of the 
mysteries of the Bible is that even though millions have read it, and many thousands written 
commentary on it, it is still possible to find something that appears fresh and untouched. It is 
entirely possible you have never considered the enemy's armor before – but seriously people, 
apparently Jesus thinks it is really important for us to take away the enemy’s armor, so – err – 
what is it we are taking away? 

  

DEFENSIVE ARMOR 
Intro and Product Warning 

The following items are from the prophets perspective, however since it is a valid Scriptural 
question, I am sure there will be something here for everybody. This is as good a place as any to 
apply a product warning. You know, the sort that says don't try this at home! What I mean is, I 
am doing this from a ministry perspective not a nosey onlookers perspective, therefore please 
consider the following matters seriously. 

a. If you have no reason use any of the things in these articles then don't! I don't 
usually go around looking for a fight. 
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b. I also notice that Jesus sent his trainees out in pairs and there is great wisdom 
in this. 

c. When in doubt, work with someone more experienced that you respect, and 
with good judgment (if you can find any of this rare breed). 

d. The disciples had an excellent teacher, how good is yours? (Do you have one? 
Can you find one? If not, try harder!) The best teacher is more mentor than 
teacher. If your teacher just wants to do what they do they are no good! 

e. This is not a do it yourself site for raw amateurs, in fact it is full of dangerous 
information for all beginners. 

Enough of the warnings and friendly pleasantries, for this discussion a general working 
description of a piece of enemy armor will be: Something used by a spiritual enemy to 
confuse, distract, discourage, to possibly defeat the attacker before and during a battle, 
and to ware them down and discourage them from trying again. 

  

Here are few items of defensive enemy armor that were prepared before we were 
born. 

1. - The Louie the Fly effect 
"Big & mean & mighty unclean" 

When encountering an established spiritual stronghold, a spiritually sensitive Christian (and 
others) may experience a number of confusing and possibly disgusting pieces of armor. These 
could be considered as the enemies own version of 'incense, bells and whistles.' The basic 
intention is to assault the senses of any person spiritually sensitive enough to be aware of the 
enemy’s presence and scare them off before they consider mounting an attack; these disgusting 
items include: 

a) A feeling of nausea. If it’s really bad you may feel like throwing up     
b) You may feel scared (cold chill) 
c) You may feel oppressed. You may feel heavy or short of breath. 
d) You may feel tingling sensations in your hands, etc. 
e) A really bad lingering odor (spiritual B.O.)  
f) Experiencing aches and pains in some are of your body 

If the impressions are severe, it probably indicates that the enemy has had this well established 
position for some time. In cases like these the problem is an old one, so little can be gained by 
rushing in immediately. I recommend that you make good use of solid preparation, planning, 
God’s timing, and prayer. Then when the right moment presents itself – don’t hold back – hit hard! 

Te effects of assaulting the senses can be severe. Do not expect to overcome this in one day! 
Bring some light, and flush the place out – Lemon Fresh-Clean! Yes I agree this is a simplistic 
answer, and sometimes even with the best spiritual eradication program possible, it can take 
some time and repeat efforts to turn the atmosphere and situation around. There may be any 
number of spirits attached. Be very patient, I believe in instant answers too, but I also believe in 
long term solutions, not just one off visits, so prepare well, follow up often, and don't forget the 
best follow up plan of all - lots of coffee and cake! 

I feel that I have not stated the need for perseverance enough. A serious problem requires a long 
term strategy!!!!! Short term hopeful solutions tend to bring more problems than they solve. Plan 
to be part of a solution. Christians should not plan to be part of a long term problem by providing 
insufficient help. Sometimes it is better to not help at all, rather than provide false hope because 
of time constraints. Don’t be afraid to think outside the box. (Even contact me if you need to). 
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2. - Force of Numbers 
Sometimes a network is used. The enemy learnt to network 1000's of years ago. Enemy 
networks are very effective. There are many reasons for this, but as far as I can see the best 
reason is because they don’t need to sleep! They can wear us down through perpetual motion. 
They don’t mind a little hard work. Enemy networks learnt a long time ago that humans are lazy 
creatures that give up easy! In my own spiritual work I find this is one of the main issues I have to 
deal with. Even if the enemy is not doing very much, all they to do to defeat the average Christian 
is keep doing it for longer than you.  

I am well aware that “one can put a thousand to flight… blah blah blah” but the thousand can 
return a few hours after you have gone home. As far as they are concerned, they are coming 
home. They keep this up indefinitely, so you need a much better strategy if you want to win a 
battle.  

To put this topic into some perspective, some problems are a result of a multitude of spirits 
working together, but most have just a few (Note: beware - if you look too hard your imagination 
will start enjoying itself, and you'll find stuff every where!). 

The enemy can use numbers like armor. It's becomes hard to mount a specific attack because 
you sense a lot of stuff, and can't figure out where or how to start. Don't let it put you off, get 
assistance from experienced people, do some preparation, be methodical, cover all bases, and 
review the results later on so you know what to do next. 

  

3. - The Bill of Rights/Contract 
I can hear some people saying, "What has a contract got do with this deliverance type stuff?" 
Well actually, the legalities of ownership are often used as part of an overall defense strategy to 
stay put. Sometimes is a specific part of the defense to stay putt. Perhaps the most important 
reason for having an understanding of this is that even if you are not aware of this strategy, this 
will not stop it being used.  

On a basic level, the enemy will accept any ground we surrender as his by right. This is the 
adverse possession principle. Just as your neighbor has a right to a slither of your land if you fail 
to notice that the fence line is in the wrong place (for more than 15 years I think), the enemy 
thinks he has a right to whatever ground you fail to claim, or willingly surrender. It is no surprise 
that this right of entry becomes entrenched over time. He also believes in widening his 
boundaries, and will fight to hold ground! 

There is some very good news on this subject. True theology is on our side! Ultimately, it does 
not matter if the enemy holds ground because we made a formal contract, our parents made a 
formal contract, or it is a matter of adverse possession. All enemy contracts can be broken, 
because they are illegal to begin with. This fact is little understood, by Christians, because they 
have become convinced that the devil has authority over us on earth.  

This is where the theological introduction becomes so very important. The fact is that he does not 
have any authority over mankind apart from what we give.  More than that, even what we give the 
devil does not belong to him because he has obtained all of it by deception. This is an extremely 
important point, ignorance of the law is no excuse; we can not plead ignorance and get away with 
anything. At the very beginning, Satan made a fatal error of judgment. In Genesis, God judges 
that Satan had caused the fall through deception, and he and his followers therefore he would 
receive the most judgment. Because of this God given principle, we also have this understanding. 
The basis of law states that anything contracted or obtained through deception is not 
contractually binding!!!! 

This is really nice point, but it does not make everything automatically right or easy to fix. 
Sometimes there will be consequences. Just as in the world around us, there can be 
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consequences to breaking a contract; even if we are in the right, the same sorts of complications 
can apply.  

Christians tend to assume that the spiritual world is so black or white, and that because they have 
read that they have authority, they can just do anything in the name of Jesus and everything will 
be alright. What a load of rubbish. In fact it is part of the very reason Christians find spiritual 
warfare difficult. We need to get out of this Sunday morning understanding of Christianity, and 
discover the 24/7 reality of Christianity. A 24/7 understanding can be distressing, where a great 
amount of suffering exists in the world because of what we do or fail to do – even if we are 
Christians. 

Even if we understand all of these points, the enemy will still try to convince us of access rights, 
or even ownership rights, by any means possible. A standard contract will be something like the 
following: 

The Contract  

A contract or right of ownership is claimed on the basis of a human decision or action. The 
standard bill of rights has a few standard variations, such as: 

A. Person   x   has given full authority for me   y   to have permanent resident status, and 
spiritual influence over everything in their lives. 

B. Person   x   has given full authority for me/us   y   to have full spiritual influence over their 
lives and possessions (including house). 

C. By formal agreement, sealed by this oath of allegiance (this act, sacrifice, dedication, 
etc.) person   x   has given full authority for me/us   y   to have right of influence over the 
lives of their family for   x   number of generations. 

Please note that spirits often use this approach because the contract was genuinely agreed to. 
The fact that the person in question may be ignorant of doing this is fairly irrelevant. Legally 
speaking ignorance of the law is no excuse, and agreements made by previous generations 
may still be in force. If you made one of these agreements, or feel that one exists, you need to do 
something about it. 

The Bottom Line 

The good news is that these contracts have more loop holes than a Swiss cheese. No matter 
what the contract price was, what the consequences were, or how long it has been operating, 
there are two important ways out! Firstly we need to recognize that the devil has deceived us. 
Secondly, we have a great advocate, because Jesus has paid the ultimate price for our sin! The 
main point of Christianity is that a price had to be paid for the deliberate sin of mankind and 
Jesus paid it. Therefore Christians not only have the authority to cancel contracts with the 
enemy, but also receive and encourage forgiveness for our part in this mess, and promote 
reconciliation with God.  

This whole process assumes that the people in question really want to follow Christ, otherwise 
get ready for trouble. Theoretically you do not need to be a Christian to break a contract with the 
devil, because the great deception that the devil is in charge has affected all mankind, not just 
Christians. The problem is our sin, and our weakness of character that makes it hard to escape 
our own problems. When difficulties arise it is hard for people to hold onto a spiritual victory they 
don’t believe in. We need to hold on to a spiritual victory because the devil is a spiritual enemy. It 
is best to keep this in mind, because it may all come back to some Christian hanging in there 
trying to do everything for the people concerned. A general rule of thumb is that the longer the 
contract has existed the more difficult it can be to provide an effective deliverance, but personality 
and various other factors can also apply. Don't just hope for the best, be prepared for the worst!  

For Example: A basic formula method is: 

a) Bind the enemy! Not just the immediately obvious enemy or problem. Also assume there 
are other associated spirits or problems and cover all bases. 
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b) Cut all cords and other items that bind the person/item. These are personal attachments 
deliberately made to enforce the keeping of the contract. Even if the people involved are 
dead, it is still best to do this, because it is likely that the contract has passed on to the 
next generation. Satan believes in an afterlife, and family based blessing and cursing, 
even if you don’t. 

c) Cancel contract (literally rip & burn it) 
d) If this doesn't appear to happen (i.e. if the contract keeps reappearing), take some time to 

destroy the Seal (i.e. normally looks some kind of a traditional wax seal) and any 
attachments you see. (The seal may also equal or include items like – promises, oaths 
made, curses/consequences) 

e) Blood spilt (many occult or pseudo/imitation occult practices include the use of sacrifices 
and/or blood, so clean it up spiritually!) 

f) Ask forgiveness for sin, wrong actions etc... 
g) Spiritual cause and effect Cancelled 

(Note: Of course, if you can’t see in the spirit, then there is little point in doing any of this, because 
you have no idea if anything has happened. If you can see in the spirit, but don’t spiritually see 
any of these things happen, then they probably haven’t!!!) 

(Also Note: You should think yourself lucky. This is possibly the only formula you will ever get 
from me because I don’t normally use them. However they are very useful – especially for those 
new to this business. I recognize that we all have to start somewhere. These days I use some 
quite different variations that suit my giftings – but I will not be writing these down in point form – 
life is a spiritual journey, and you should find your own way to be more effective for God. As long 
as you do not fool yourself you are being effective, when in fact you are being irrelevant – I will be 
happy for you.) 

  

4. - 100% Faith 
What do I mean? It's not just Christians that operate by faith. Fallen spirits believe 100% in Satan 
so there is little room left for compromise. Strictly speaking they do not need faith because they 
know Satan exists, but I'm sure you know what I mean; the die is cast, pleading with them to see 
reason will have little effect. Spirits wear this 100% certainty as armor. In comparison some 
believers find their level of belief sorely tested by this wall of confidence (Personal speculation: 
spirits are able to perceive our level of faith/confidence/fear, and react to it – perhaps they also 
sense our level of anxiety). 

Contrary to popular belief, carrying a cross or reading Scripture to fallen spirits will not achieve 
much. Words or actions, like the sprinkling of holy water, have little effect; the question really is 
what do you really believe, and what can you command?  

I have known some people that walked into deliverance situations hoping for the best, even 
though they did not believe God answered their prayers very often – you can imagine how 
pointless that was. The problem is that it’s worse than pointless; it spreads an opinion that the 
devil is stronger than God.  

There is an easy answer to this situation. I only pray for things God tells me to pray for. All other 
situations must be waiting for someone else to pray for, so I am happy to refer people to other 
ministers. If that sounds too simple, that’s because it is simple. We do not need to make 
everything difficult. However, it must be too simple because there are very few (less than a 
handful of) referrals in my direction. It seems that real Body Ministry is a dying theology these 
days. 

There is no shame in not being able to do everything; learn to work with others. This way we can 
increase our knowledge of how to beat the enemy on many fronts. We can overcome the 100% 
faith weapon of the enemy, by the faith and truth revealed through belief in Jesus. The community 
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around us will come to realize that the church really does work together, and does have authority 
on earth. 

  

5. - Webb of Deceit 
As we all know, most people will readily believe a lie if it appears reasonable and appeals to what 
they believe, want to believe, or are trying to achieve. Normally, enemy lies fall into two standard 
categories, the human level, and the spiritual level. 

•           Satan is happy to operate on 50% lie / 50% truth content. 

A lie can be easier to believe than the truth as long as it is not overt or stupid, and it is an 
excellent way to confuse the truth. It is not difficult to achieve this. Satan and followers have a 
wealth of experience in this area. 

•           Perverted Spirituality (evil) 

If you are prone to go for spiritual philosophy of whatever type, then you will find a plethora of 
possibilities being advertised (many being 100% lies). Satan is a master at providing great 
looking alternatives for the spiritually inquisitive. Personally I think some of them are very clever 
indeed. Of course others are really stupid, but strangely enough, they still attract a reasonable 
following. This fact does not reflect well on humanity. 

  

  

OFFENSIVE Armory/Tactics 
Offensive armor is very similar to the offensive tactics used by the enemy. This subject is 
occasionally (though rarely) discussed in church so I will only provide a few points.  

 

1. Bravado 
Big presence -- Little essence 

For those that can see in the spirit, this means they will often see an inflated picture of the 
enemies’ reality. These visual effects could literally be anything, but most likely they are nothing 
but illusion (smoke and mirrors).  This does not mean spirits are all easy targets, successfully 
dealing with them still requires exercising authority. 

  

2. Tactical Initiative 
Traditionally most enemy attack has been blunt. In third world countries it has always been blunt, 
because that is all that’s required. It is just basic, instinctive and can be spiritually or physically 
violent. Normally the enemy uses simple tribal rivalries, greed, and wide spread occult practices 
to achieve everything. 

Things have changed over the last 500 years or so. In western cultures spirits have learnt to 
adapt to our skepticism. Our disbelief though rather stupid, has had an interesting effect on the 
spiritual realm. Because they have not been able to gain power over us through fear and displays 
of power, they have readjusted their tactics. They have learnt to be more deceptive, but more 
than that, they have learnt to ignore the church most of the time (to let it destroy itself), and 
concentrate on creating individualism, selfishness, etc, in the world. This way the church is forced 
to accept all these things in the end. As a tactic it is not really subtle, but this lateral thinking 
approach has managed to take on a life of its own and is now feeding on itself. This is a very long 
term objective, and we should take note that our enemy is capable of such long term goals. 
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As a piece of armor, this is like the wool that is permanently pulled over our eyes. When you look 
through it, everything looks a bit different. However if you know it’s there you can allow for it. The 
trouble is that most people don’t want to know it’s there (so they don’t allow for it). 

Don’t let the enemy fool you, humility, patience, etc, are very hard to find, in the church and in the 
world.  

  

3. Did God really say that? 
This is the standard sermon based on Adam and Eve in Genesis. Hopefully you have heard this 
useful discussion on how Satan always confuses and distorts the truth a few times already.  

There is no doubt Enemy spirits use this strategy, the mystery is that multitudes of people 
(Christians and not) allow them to do it, time after time. 

  

4. Physical Attack 
Finally we should not ignore the possibility of an actual physical attack. If people are effectively 
being controlled by fallen spirits there is a real possibility of this happening. Certainly this is one of 
the enemy’s preferred methods. For Christians, allowing for the variables of circumstances, belief 
(level and type, or doubt), being in or out of God’s will, the armor of God (etc), we can argue the 
case for a level of protection, but this will not prevent the enemy from planning an attack, trying to 
bring it about, or prevent all the effects on other people.  

There are many examples of this, but one from the New Testament is the 7 sons of Sceva (in 
Acts 19:11). In this example there was no protection because those involved did not believe in the 
person’s name they were invoking (that is Christ), therefore there was no reason for the spirit to 
feel bound by anything they said. 

  

5. Spiritual Presence 
Spirits do have a spiritual presence. Sometimes this is the collective presence of many spirits 
working together. There is a tendency for many people to dismiss it all as harmless spooky 
superstition. Nothing could be further from the truth, some of it will be superstition, some of it will 
be spooky, but it is not harmless. Spirits can have real power. Just as Christians can perform 
miracles in the name of Jesus, the enemy can also give people the ability to do some weird things 
(like the move the glass on the board thing). For some reason Christians don’t want to accept 
this, but to ignore this reality is foolish. The enemy will use these weird abilities to make feel 
uneasy, fearful, confused, and hopefully prevent us from following through on God’s purposes. 

 

How do we take it away? 
Just to remind us of what we are talking about: 

(Luke 11:22) But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him,  
he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 

We have worked through a long list of the enemy’s armory, and I have already highlighted some 
of the answers, but there is no such thing as a comprehensive list of answers. It someone tells 
you there is – don’t believe them – that person is a fake. There are so many possible variations, 
that it is far more important to know what God wants you to do in any given situation.  

 

1. Be prepared.  Unless it is a simple matter that can be dealt with on the spot, we need to 
take a little time to assess and prepare our response. Do your prep work – find out some 

 26



of the background, do some prayer and fasting. Big problems normally arrive with a long 
history. This history may belong to the people, the property, or the area involved, and a 
little digging will be very revealing. Organize some people to pray in another location 
(don’t just think about it – do it!), have someone that other location that can see in the 
spirit, talk to them on the phone when you are doing you thing. Make sure you take 
somebody with you that some experience, or can at least be helpful! When I say be 
prepared I really mean it – too many people fail to plan, so they may have actually 
planned to fail. If don’t plan to succeed, don’t blame God if you get into trouble.  

 

2. Don’t be caught out by the force of numbers. There is a huge difference between in 
church and out of church numbers of spirits. Evil spirits don’t like going to most churches 
– funny about that, who would have thought? It is better to organize your first few 
experiences “in church.” If you are doing ministry in the real world as opposed to the 
artificial controlled atmosphere we often create inside the church you will soon find that 
the differences are often extreme. Some people have written that you should always do 
ministry within your own comfort zone. I understand the reasons for that, but that will not 
cover all situations.  

You may think you can gain an advantage by praying for the people in church, but you 
also run the risk of being irrelevant, and the church is already becoming far too irrelevant 
in the world. People still have to live out their victory at home, so why not find out what 
things are like at home? If you are asked to minister in the homes of long standing 
Christians there will be little difference, but the first few times you walk into real enemy 
strongholds and feel the oppression, you will realize that it is like entering another world. 
This oppression is probably real; the question is how to neutralize it? This world cannot 
be defeated by staying in our churches. Evangelism is a legitimate part of deliverance as 
well as Pastoral Care, and should not only be done at the church. We must learn to be 
relevant too the world around us, so be prepared, follow the step in point 1, and do your 
homework. 

 

3. Stabilize the Louie the fly effect. Assuming there is a problem, it is essential to do this. 
Note – It is not because the devil is in charge, and we need to fight back. We do not need 
any knee jerk reactions. God is in charge (meaning God is much more powerful, and 
probably wants you to prove it), no matter what strange smells and bells are happening.  

God is waiting for us to arrive and turn things around. First up, you need to be aware that 
after you arrive and find out what you should be doing, their may be a delay of up to 20 
minutes between when you start praying, and the atmosphere settling down. Don’t be in 
a hurry; wait for your prayers to take effect before you move on. It is important for the 
enemy to know we are not worried about his special effects. It is also important for those 
we are ministering to, to experience the touch of God. Once things have settled down 
(aim for at least 50% improvement in the atmosphere before you continue), and our 
enemy has lost some of his confidence, you can start dealing with all the more important 
stuff that needs doing. An added advantage of waiting is that you will now find it easier to 
see in the spirit.  

 

4. We need to neutralize any magic tricks these spirits can do. For example, on one 
occasion I was asked to attend a funeral in a new age church. During their meetings 
these new agers were used to letting spirits play games with them, by whispering sweet 
nothings, tickling their ears and such. Since I was sitting in the auditorium, I was 
determined that no such rubbish would be happening! However this was more difficult to 
achieve than it seemed, since I was praying on my own, and almost everyone else in the 
room either wanted it to happen, or had no idea how to stop it. At least it gave me 
something to do during the service.  
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Why do we need to neutralize magic tricks? I hate to give him any cheap victories, but 
apart from that, the magic tricks will convince the people you are trying to minister to, that 
the devil is in charge, and you have no power to stop them! So unless you do have the 
authority to stop them, I suggest you wait for backup. 

So, how do you neutralize magic tricks? Simple (in theory)! Bind the strongman (all of 
them), confuse, distract, and even provide a distraction or two by attacking the enemy (if 
God wants you to!), etc. In fact pray in what ever way God tells you to pray. Of course, 
unless you believe it will happen, you are probably wasting you time, and discouraging 
others in the process. 

 

5. Cancel all contracts. If you can’t see in the spirit this area will all be a mystery to you, 
but believe me it is important. It makes the whole process of restoration to God easier to 
achieve. There are other good reasons for following this through. Unlike us, the enemy 
does not think in terms of individual people. We try to convert people one at a time, but 
the enemy knows that it is possible to enslave whole families for generations. This is why 
we cancel contracts. Don’t just pray for the person you are looking at, also destroy the 
family connections. Knock down the walls preventing others from finding forgiveness and 
restoration. To begin with follow the steps outlined in the previous section on contracts, 
until you find an approach that suits your gifts.   

 

6. Don’t believe what the enemy says, but observe carefully what they do (or have done). 
Remember the “who says” principle? (The full principle starts about page 3). Don’t 
believe what evil spirits say. Any truth they give you will be twisted. It is very difficult to 
know what is being distorted, what their motivations are, and what type of twisted 
outcome they are trying to achieve. You can learn a lot more by observing what the 
enemy has been doing, but the best advice of all is to follow God’s instruction instead.  

 

7. Choose the tactics that God gives. God is in control. The only question is whether you 
follow your leader (God!). Sadly, often the answer is no, people can’t follow it; they get 
lost on the way! The Body of Christ is meant to have the advantage of being able to work 
together. In practice people tend to go it alone as there first option, and ask for help as 
the second or perhaps even last option. Working together is the first option! It should 
always be the first option.  

Prophetic types tend to work alone, but that is because of other reasons, and 20-30 years 
of experience tells them how to make this option work. Despite what people in church 
might tell you, there are not many high powered prophets in church these days (church is 
a really frustrating place for prophets). Church people need to work together when 
dealing with highly charged community based deliverance (etc) problems. Find God’s 
tactics and use them. Find a real prophet, (or someone used to crushing the enemy) 
despite the fact that we normally work alone, we are Christians and do like to help!! (This 
will test the character of your pastor! We are just rarely asked – people are a bit afraid of 
us – ergo – that’s why we tend to work alone – and round it goes – we don’t try to be 
scary, the world just happens to be a scary place, and we refuse to ignore scary stuff). 

 

8. Pastoral Care and Follow up. Don’t forget the most important stuff – the pastoral 
care and follow up! Don’t fall into the trap of doing anything just to fill in time. In many 
ways, to minister to people with possession problems or deliverance needs, we need to 
provide reassurance, pastoral care, and friendship. If you breeze through with a bunch of 
people, make some loud prayers, and disappear never to be seen again, you have 
destroyed a great opportunity to kick some enemy butt and share the love of God. Our 
enemy knows when we are not serious. If you do not have the time to follow up and 
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be a genuine friend to these people, then give the job to someone else! Show some 
real compassion; give the job to someone who cares! 

 

C. The Spoi ls  
 

Text Restated (Again!) 

(Mt 12:29) "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions 
unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.  

And Also 

(Luke 11:21) "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 
(11:22) But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in 
which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 

  

 

THE SPOILS 

(Luke 11:22) But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor 
in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 

  

An Old Testament Model 

In the Old Testament, depending on the type of offering, you might say that the priest had a 
portion of the spoils, for example, they received part of the animal sacrificed. This extremely 
practical provision meant that no matter how bad the cash offering was, or how tight was the 
economy, some of the priests would not starve! The church could learn a lot from that. 

Of course it was not always that clear cut. There is one story that suggests that many of the 
Levites had given up serving in the temple, probably because they were tired of receiving 
starvation rations and needed great encouragement to return. This is a familiar story today. Many 
promising pastors change profession for exactly the same reasons. The dilemma of being paid a 
good wage in a secular job for something you don't really care about, as opposed to a frustrating 
'stuff all' at the church for something you are good at and that really inspires you is one of the 
ultimate dilemmas of the local pastor. 

However this is probably only a small part of what Jesus was alluding to. We are really talking 
about the spoils of the enemy, so this may not be part of 'the spoils' at all. 

  

 

What are the spoils? 
Once again we find that if we look carefully at Scripture rather than what preachers say or copy 
from each other, we can find ourselves standing on slightly different ground, and therefore asking 
ourselves some rather different questions. One of those different and completely basic questions 
is "what are the spoils?" After all, it's very hard to appropriate and divide something if you're not 
sure what it is! 

There appears to be only two general lines of thought possible. The first being “the riches of the 
world” and the second being “eternal or kingdom spoils.” 
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1. Riches of the World 
Intentions 

1) Firstly the intension of Jesus was to challenge the disciples understanding of the spiritual 
power they had just used, and raise their spiritual awareness to a new level (see notes on 
advanced warfare).  

2) Secondly, when they were sent out they were told to not take anything with them, the 
instructions clearly communicated the intention that they were meant to minister as Jesus 
did.  

3) When you add in the fact that there is not any record in the New Testament of Jesus ever 
taking up a collection, carrying, using, or even handling money (yes – disturbing isn’t it!), 
you would be hard pressed to find even the smallest hint of financial reward hidden in this 
meaning of the spoils. 

 
Summary 
There is plenty of support for these assumptions. If we read the gospels there is general support 
everywhere, but if we look at the context of this passage leading up to the Luke statement about 
spoils (and the statement itself), the major thrusts, or purposes are: 

• Defeating the enemy 
• Freeing of captives 
• Overcoming evil 

  
Purposes 
There is a great of teaching around these days that either promotes or is designed to be 
sympathetic with the accumulation of 'kingdom wealth.' Whatever you thoughts may be on that 
subject (and catch phrase) it is hard to bend this Scripture in that direction. There is no doubt that 
the major purposes of the deliverance ministry referred to in these verses are defeating the 
enemy, freeing of captives and overcoming evil.  

Ok, I hope nobody will disagree that the defeating the enemy, freeing of captives and overcoming 
evil, is what it’s all about here; this describes the purposes of the ministry and the person doing 
the ministry, but it does not describe or identify the spoils that result from that ministry. 

It is reasonable to expect that a reward will reflect the initial action (at least that seems 
reasonable to me!). Therefore the spoils or reward for success in this case should reflect 
whatever the problem was, and the reality of what happened.  

If the reward reflects the initial action or purpose, then the spoils for the disciples will equal or 
reflect the challenge; which was to raise the disciples understanding and level of spiritual power. 
But is this all correct, or are we guilty of looking at this verse upside down, and once again 
putting ourselves first? 

  

WAGES and SPOILS and WHO divides them 
When sent out the disciples were told to “Take Nothing with them.” They were meant to minister 
as Jesus did. 

A brief analysis of how Jesus ministered reveals that he gave no thought to earthly reward. We 
find this whole concept very confronting, and in fact if we are honest with ourselves, we normally 
just find it hard to believe! However, these verses in Luke are very clear.  
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Luke 10:7 states quite clearly that the wages are to 'stay in that house, eating and drinking 
whatever they give you ...' In other words, the hospitality given is the financial element of the 
reward - and you have already received it, so there is no point expecting anything else, because 
anything else is a bonus. These are the wages, and like the portion of the sacrifice for the Old 
Testament Priest, they are designated for the one(s) doing the ministering; and like the Old 
Testament Priest, it is not right take (or pressure people for) more than they are willing to give, or 
take other parts of the sacrifice that should be burnt as a sacrifice.  

It is reasonable to suggest then that the spoils must refer directly to whatever it was the enemy 
was controlling or hiding (rather than side benefits for ministers). For example, if the person is 
sick, the spoils for the person healed are health and freedom from pain, rather than the fact they 
can now go to work and earn a wage. The fact that can now earn a wage is a flow on effect or 
benefit. 

This is an important point, because after much reflection it appears that the Luke Scripture 
works best if the spoils go to the one that is liberated rather than the disciple doing the 
liberating. The words of Jesus go even further, so that the disciples doing the liberating have 
full responsibility for "dividing the spoils." This of course means that we will also be judged 
on how we divide the spoils. If we take the opportunity to leverage a large reward for ourselves, 
or deal ourselves the lion’s share, whatever that is, or take it all, God will notice. We should take 
careful note of Jesus words about those that received their full reward on earth. Divide really 
means divide. Therefore we really need to know what the spoils are, so we can share the right 
things with the right people and divide appropriately. 

  

 

2. KINGDOM Spoils 
To focus on what Jesus was really talking about let's check out context of the passage. 

 

The Context 

The context of the passage is that the disciples were on mission trip for the Kingdom of God, so 
getting right back to basics, the 12 and the 72 were sent out (e.g. in Lk 10:9), and were asked to: 

a) Heal the sick who are there and … 

b) Tell them the kingdom of God is near you.... 

This is one of the shortest mission statements in the New Testament (the ultimate in plain speak!) 
and tells us that the focus is meant to be on the kingdom and for the kingdom. We should expect 
the spoils to reflect the aims and purpose of God's focus. There may be side benefits for us, but 
we should not confuse our monetary gains and other benefits, with spoils for the kingdom, 
otherwise we will miss the main lessons of these chapters in Luke. 

If I have a business, then the main focus is to make money, provide for my family, gain influence, 
and the side benefits include relationships with the people I meet along the way.  

On the other hand if we are about God’s business then: 

a) God's business is to bring people into the kingdom of God.  

b) God's kingdom is in heaven and on earth. 

c) The essential elements of God’s Kingdom we are promoting / creating / and 
releasing, are the eternal components, that moth and rust can not destroy. 
These are the things Jesus asked us to work for. (Mt. 6:20) 'But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy.'  
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SPOILS (All for the Kingdom of God) 
The following is a list of spoils for the kingdom – That is, things that are eternal by nature. 

 

For the Oppressed 

• Receiving the hope of a new future 
• Receiving back their freedom/health 
• Receiving back what the enemy wanted to destroy 
• Freedom from sin, bondage and oppression 
• Right thinking that frees us to receive the truth 

 

For the Liberator (the one who ministers) 
• More freedom to proclaim the Good News 
• The satisfaction of seeing the Kingdom of God increase 
• Opportunity for more signs of ministry (Mk16, Lk10:9) 
• A pre-ordained ministry (if you have not already started your own!) 

 

Summary 
The spoils are all the Kingdom things the enemy tries to hide and destroy, such as 
Kingdom values, people, health/freedom to live and serve others. 

  

A FINAL ARGUMENT 

One Scripture that might be used to counter this is Isaiah 53:12. This speaks of spoils, and at first 
glance could be used to speak about earthly wealth, but what are these spoils? 

Isa. 53:12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with 
the strong (or many).... 

Isaiah 53 describes the suffering and death of a righteous person. Christians see this as a direct 
prophetic picture of Jesus, and what he did for us. Once again, a close look at the context is 
required.  

The person referred to has been killed, therefore, even if this “portion” is divided amongst the 
living, the great portion referred to must be 100% eternal spoils, since the only portion a dead 
eternal being can receive from God is an eternal portion (or eternal inheritance), because eternal 
beings have no way using earthly possessions or a perishable reward, only things that can be of 
value in a heavenly body. Also, though this passage talks about dividing the spoils among the 
strong, it is difficult to establish from chapter 53 what earthly spoils if any would be referred to 
apart perhaps from suffering (v.11) and perhaps knowledge (v.12), because it points out quite 
clearly that it is not earthly beauty, or majesty. It does not mention riches apart from being 
assigned a grave with the rich (v.9), which we understand as being fulfilled by Christ being placed 
in the garden tomb (a rich man’s tomb). 

On the other hand, if we are dividing eternal spoils, there is no mystery involved, and no doubt 
what Christ achieved by his death, because these things are written at length in the New 
Testament; so according to this interpretation, "the strong" referred to are those that like Christ 
become liberated from oppression, accept their inheritance of being heirs of the kingdom and rule 
with Christ. Those that prefer to keep the fullness of their inheritance for heaven.  
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Section 3. What  D id  Jesus Real ly  Do?  
It’s time to discuss how Jesus acted on earth, in an effort to rediscover some 
clues to the source of Jesus spiritual authority (apart from the obvious 'Son of God' 
aspect) 

1 .  D i d  J e s u s  B i n d  t h e  D e v i l ?   

Revelation: 
•         Jesus NEVER bound the devil! 
Surprise, surprise! Now don't get upset, exit the site and accuse me of blasphemy. I mean 
he never followed what is standard teaching and practice today. I'm not saying that because 
he never did it therefore we shouldn't, after all there is that verse about binding the strong 
man, but if after some thought you find yourself agreeing with me, them like me you will also 
see that it poses an interesting dilemma well worth some meditation.  

This was one of those strange discoveries that can only be discovered after many years of 
reading through the New Testament, and then one day it is like the light is switched on and 
you realize it's not the same as you were taught, or at least not the same as you thought; but 
of course you discover the strangest truths when you read the Bible and also meditate on 
what you read. 

 
The Reason & Proviso  
I assume he never bound the devil because it finally dawned on me that although approximately 
33% of his ministry was deliverance based, he is never once quoted as verbally binding Satan or 
any spirits. With that many documented encounters you would think that if he did it we would find 
at least one reasonably direct reference to it somewhere. However there are only a few vague 
possibilities like the mention of prayer and fasting (Mk 9:29) sometimes being required, or telling 
spirits to keep quiet because they were revealing who he was (Lk 4:41). Preventing spirits from 
talking is definitely a form of binding, but if the only reason he did it was as stated, to prevent 
them from revealing who he was, then that doesn't really apply because it is totally different from 
any reasoning we would use. After all, logically speaking, since we don't have the problem of 
spirits revealing who we are, this is not a reason for us to bind anything. 

(Very amusing line of thought this - can you imagine a spirit saying -- Ah! I know who you are; 
you're Joe Bloggs from Lower Pig Town! -- Hmm -- No I can't imagine it either!) (Note: Pig Town 
is a real place, in Baltimore). 

Of course you may think I am making this all up, because surely there must be a few verses 
about Jesus binding spirits. Ok then, go ahead and find them! When you do, please let me know 
what they are, because I could not find any. I would like to list them, because then there would be 
something to base such a discussion on, but sadly there is nothing much to find. 

The Scripture on prayer and fasting (Mk 9:29) appears to be the best option there is, but 
unfortunately, a closer look at the context reveals that the emphasis is centered on our need for 
personal preparation for ministry. The motivation for saying this type of spirit required prayer (and 
fasting), was the fact that the disciples were not able to cast out a spirit. This is a story about 
extremes, Jesus who could do, and everyone else that could not, even as a group. As you read 
this narrative it is obvious that Jesus only has to stand there to put this spirit under severe stress. 
It is good to note that some of the disciples were also very annoyed they could do nothing, which 
is why we have the advice about using prayer and fasting to prepare ourselves before we begin. 
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The Scripture in Matthew (Mt 12:29) has often been used to emphasize the need to bind the 
strong man before you do anything else. But even though it may be good advice and the safe 
thing to do (ministry OH&S), it does not mean it's the only approach you can take. It does not 
mean we should do this in all circumstances, and it certainly does not mean Jesus must have 
done it – perhaps he just didn’t need to! Also once again I notice that this teaching was designed 
to challenge the disciples, and not really intended to be a "this is how I do it" statement (see 
article - 'Someone Stronger' in this section).  

So what is the answer? (What was the question?) Perhaps the reason why Jesus never needed 
to bind the enemy has something to do with the recognition and/or fear shown when evil spirits 
came close and recognized his authority and divinity. A read through the gospel accounts reveals 
that most spirits were uncomfortable, they squirmed, and they were frightened, and they 
recognized something far superior. A little reflection on the following encounters will reveal that it 
was not unusual for evil spirits to actually want to leave his presence as fast as possible.  

 

The Effect Jesus’ Presence had on Evil Spirits 
(Mk 1:23) Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 
(24) “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are—the Holy One of God!” (25) “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 
(Mk 5:3) This man lived in the tombs … (6) When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and 
fell on his knees in front of him. (7) He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won’t torture me!” 
(Mk 9:20) So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into 
a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth 

(Lk 4:34) “Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? 
I know who you are — the Holy One of God!” (35) “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out 
of him!” Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring 
him. 

 For the record I also notice that spirits had this reaction to Jesus before he said or did anything. I 
say this because there is some strange teaching going around that even Jesus could do nothing 
without speaking the word into existence. Apart from anything else this foolish theology ignores 
the fact that he is the living Word of God. Of course the reaction of spirits was not always as 
extreme as the above examples point out, some could remain quiet as if trying to hide, but if 
pointed out, none could withstand his command. After this reflection, I think you would agree that 
perhaps the reason we don’t find one reference to Jesus binding the enemy is because of the 
simple reason that he did not need to! 

  

2. What were the Prayer Habits of Jesus? 
Having now considered the possibility that the third of Jesus' ministry concerned with deliverance 
did not quite happen as we thought, it is perhaps time to look a little closer at the prayer life of 
Jesus. I am doing this because it is normally ignored in this context, and it has occurred to me 
that since we theoretically base our ministry on the example of Jesus, it should be very revealing 
to find out how Jesus really prayed for people and circumstances. 

There are a few assumptions regularly made about his prayer life, and the most common 
assertion is the claim that it was his habit to rise early in the morning and pray. For the purpose of 
being thorough, I will include a list of Scripture I considered in my New Testament search at the 
end of this article, with brief explanation as to what preceded and proceeded the prayer. This 
detective work proved most illuminating and led me to some unexpected conclusions. 
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Early In the Morning, and Authority 
Over the years I have heard many sermons attempting to discuss or even reveal the secret of 
Jesus authority. It has been attributed to many things but the most repeated and perhaps best 
guess, is without doubt the theory that Jesus always rose early in the morning to pray. This is in 
turn connected to the need for believers to be diligent, committed, and regular as clockwork in 
their prayer life. There is no doubt that this is a very straightforward theory. The fact that 
thousands do this without seeing anything at all spectacular happen, I suppose is in the end not 
that important. It does however pose some difficult questions for at least half of the world’s 
population that operates by flexi time, shift work, and can not really achieve this. 

I have heard this early morning theory so many times, that has almost been used as 
mantra by some ministers, but it is really true?  

(Mk 1:35) Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went 
off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 

This is the traditional Scripture used to verify that Jesus always prayed early in the morning. 

Now I'm sure that he prayed a lot, and probably prayed a lot more than us, but this is intended to 
be an investigation to discover if there is any discernable pattern to the prayer life of Jesus, so 
lets put this often repeated statement that he believed in early prayer to the test, and along the 
way we will hopefully pick up some trends in the way Jesus received and used authority in his 
ministry. 

The best and perhaps the only way to approach this topic, is to analyze all the references to 
prayer, based on detective work in the Gospels. The approach I have taken is to find out what 
time of day it was (if possible), note what was happening, and discover at what point in the story 
Jesus is said to have prayed. I hope this will provide a realistic framework for analyzing what he 
really did. 

 

Ref. Time of Day Brief Verse or Story Description/Situation Prayed 
Before/After  

G o s p e l  O f  M a t t h e w  
Mt 6:5 General Teaching “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites” Prayer teaching only 

Mt 6:9 General Teaching “Our Father in heaven...” Teaching only 

Mt 6:19- General Teaching “Do not store up … treasures on earth” Teaching only 

Mt 14:23 Afternoon/Evening Prayed after feeding 5000 & Before walking on water Prayed after Ministry 

Mt 26:39 Evening/Night Prayed after the Last Supper & Before being arrested Between Ministry 

G o s p e l  O f  M a r k  
Mk 1:35 Early Morning After a long period of ministry the previous evening 

and before the current days events 
Either After &/or Before 

Mk 6:45 Afternoon/Evening After ministry, and feeding the five thousand Prayed after Ministry 

Mk 9:2 Not Stated Mount of transfiguration “Prayer/Encounter” 
Mk 9:29 A few hours later “This kind can come out only by prayer.” Command Prayer 
Mk 11:24 Afternoon/Evening “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 

have received it,” (After Jesus cursed the tree). 
Teaching by example 

Mk 14:32 Evening/Night After the Passover, “Sit here while I pray.” Either After &/or Before 

G o s p e l  O f  L u k e  
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Lk 4:42 Early Morning After a long evening/night of ministry & before moving After late night ministry 

Lk 9:28 Not Stated The transfiguration - followed by more ministry “Prayer/Encounter” 
Lk 11:1 Not Stated “Lord, teach us to pray...” Teaching only 

Lk 22:40 Evening/Night After supper, “He withdrew … knelt down and prayed” Either After &/or Before 

Lk 23:46 The 6th Hour On the Cross, “… into your hands I commit my spirit.” After Earthly Ministry 

G o s p e l  O f  J o h n  
Jn 11:41 Not Stated “Lazarus, come out!” Prayer & Command 

Jn 12:28 Not Stated Public Prayer, “… Father, glorify your name!" During Ministry 

Jn 17:1 Afternoon At Passover, “he looked toward heaven and prayed” During Ministry 

There are many other indirect prayer during ministry references not included above 

These study findings show how exaggeration and assumption can cause inaccuracy. Perhaps the 
best way to explain these results is to say that to believe there is evidence for a theory that Jesus 
always (or even often) rose early to pray requires a great deal of faith because there is almost no 
evidence. I would like to think it's true, but there is no indication from Scripture that it was a 
regular habit, or even an occasional habit. A mention of him doing it once or twice among so 
many other prayer verses that say other things is definitely no proof of a daily morning habit or 
any kind of daily habit. 

Sometimes there is prayer before a time of ministry, but these prayer times were often following a 
previous evening of ministry. It is difficult to consider these prayer sessions independently from 
their context. The context reveals that it was prayer after ministry, and before another lengthy 
session of ministry. There is only one verse with no prior context that refers to Jesus rising early 
in the morning on that day. Unfortunately there is no mention of it being a regular habit. In fact 
there is no mention of any prayer habit; the best we can do, is make the most of the references 
we have. 

Prayer  Af ter  &/or  Before  a  Lengthy T ime of  Min ist ry  
Ref. Time of Day Brief Verse or Story Description/Situation Prayed 

Before/After  
Mt 14:23 Afternoon/Evening Prayer after feeding 5000 & Before walking on water Prayed after Ministry 

Mt 26:39 Evening/Night Prayed after the Last Supper & Before being arrested Between Ministry 

Mk 1:35 Early Morning After a long period of ministry the previous evening 
and before the current days events 

Either After &/or Before 

Mk 6:45 Afternoon/Evening After ministry, and feeding the five thousand Prayed after Ministry 

Mk 14:32 Evening/Night After the Passover, “Sit here while I pray.” Either After &/or Before 

Lk 4:42 Early Morning After a long evening/night of ministry & before moving After late night ministry 

This is an edited down list containing all the references that most resemble what we would call a 
prayer time. Remarkably, there is some sort of pattern revealed in this list. The most 
interesting finding and perhaps the only genuine fact I can discover is the evidence that Jesus 
had a habit of praying after a lengthy time of ministry. The strange thing is that although the 
above verses do provide us with some sort of prayer pattern, it is not a regular prayer pattern, it is 
an event or ministry based pattern.  
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Rather than collapse with exhaustion into bed after a challenging ministry time as we would 
normally do, it seems he would often find a quiet place and settle into a long session of prayer! It 
is a pattern that is flexible and does not have a day in day out reliance on the alarm clock. It is a 
flexible pattern that reflects what Jesus was facing on a day by day basis. It is clearly event 
based, rather than clock based. It can not become dull repetitive and boring, because this prayer 
and reflection is a response to the direct input of the Holy Spirit in his life.  

The Conclusions – 
1) Although it may be an excellent habit, the information we have does not provided any 

information about early Morning Prayer. 

2) It reveals how Jesus absorbed the maximum spiritual benefit from the moments he was 
flowing "in the Spirit" and probably how he recharged and prepared for the next main event. 

3) It's probably how he saw what "the Father would be doing" the next day or next week. 

4) These verses reveal some of the best moments to "rest in the spirit" – that is, when you can 
really feel it (and I don't just mean sleep!). 

5) Perhaps we also need to challenge ourselves, and find better ways of putting the zip back 
into our prayer life? We could do a lot worse than follow the example of Jesus. 

------------------------------------ 

This is a revelation worthy of any sermon it can inspire (for those that are bold enough). It proves 
that Jesus was much further down the path of holiness than any of us (no surprise there). It also 
makes good sense of the reference to prayer and fasting (Mk 9:29, note the above article). If the 
disciples understood Jesus' routine of often praying after ministry, they would have known he was 
referring to his own prayer habit, and recommending that they follow suit.  

Also as a last thought, I recall that Judas was aware of this routine, because without needing to 
ask, he knew that Jesus would be in the garden praying after ministering to the disciples. 

It all begs another interesting question (for another article); we can read how spirits reacted to 
Jesus, but how do spirits react when they see us? 

I hope you enjoyed that revelation.  

I certainly did. 
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3.  What  Do Spir i t 's  See?  
 
How did Spirits See Jesus & How Do they see Us? 

As part of this “what did Jesus do” series, another good set of questions are: 

1. How did Jesus present himself to the spiritual forces of his day?  
2. How did spirits react to Jesus?  
3. What did the spirits see when they saw Jesus?  
4. How did he deal with them?  
5. What do spirits see when they see us? 

  

1. How did Jesus present himself to the spiritual forces of his day? 
While there is no doubt that Jesus was in control of what happened during his earthly ministry, it 
is very hard to prove he exercised deliberate control over events that happened. Unlike most 
traveling ministries today and probably at the time he lived, he appears to have deliberately taken 
the opposite approach. He did not organize his schedule by letter in advance, a read through of 
the Gospels reveals that most of the time he did not even send someone ahead to prepare 
anything, he just turned up. He even tried to discourage word of mouth when possible.  

Far from taking the initiative and using a proactive approach, he appears to have used his 
responses to keep on top of what was happening around him. Just consider how his excellent 
answers to questions enabled him to make the religious leaders trying to trap him appear to have 
nothing worth saying. This ability to turn a situation around to his favor appears to happen without 
any particular effort, and is an important consideration when it comes to considering how Jesus 
presented himself to the spiritual forces of his day. 

In general terms there is no doubt Jesus believed in personal preparation, but it is certainly not 
what we would call preparation, there is very little evidence of any specific time of day based 
preparation (see previous article) except perhaps for festivals. Many people have turned one off 
situations mentioned in the Gospels into regular habits of Jesus that everyone needs to adopt but 
the only habit if you can call it a habit is his humble attitude. Also there is no evidence of him 
using a formula based approach to any situation. Unlike others of his day he did not use 
traditional read it from the book exorcism or healing methods. When you add all of this together, 
most people today would think it's a mystery how Jesus ever achieved anything.  

As you read the Gospels one of the startling and disturbing conclusions is that he is ultimate ultra 
flexible humble person and although he often ministered to thousands of people he doesn't 
appear to have organized or prepared anything at all. In fact the only time there is mention of pre-
organization, is the Last Supper which required a traditional formal meal and setting, and of 
course that was only for a limited number of people. 

Even though there are all the signs of a laid back, “let's just see what happens” approach, Jesus 
is still able to use every encounter in a positive focused way. In fact he normally uses what 
happens and his response to inform his next move. The ability to do this so effectively must really 
frustrate those that like to say (and sometimes preach) that this approach can not provide real 
focus and simply does not work. Therefore as we consider how Jesus presented himself to the 
spiritual forces of his day we need to recognize that Jesus was consistent, and made no 
organized effort to impose himself on them. Most people will only consider this in the area of his 
organizational approach, but in general Jesus used the same approach for all areas including 
the spiritual side of ministry: 

a. There was no special effort to impose himself over Satan and display his true authority, 
just consider his mild responses to the temptations of Satan. Jesus understood and 
taught that volume, quantity of words, and an energetic display were of no value. 
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b. Even though we can often sense his frustration at the suffering he encountered, there 
was no special effort to dominate or smash the spirits he encountered on a daily basis. 

c. There was no effort to make a display of his complete authority. The acts of deliverance 
and healing did this on their own, and there were no attempts to stage manage extra 
advantage. In fact he often tried to keep his success quiet. 

d. There was no attempt to set up an alternative political system for the sake of himself or 
his disciples. 

e. Considering that he was the Son of God, there was no attempt to change or speed up 
history by condemning spirits "on mass" ahead of judgment. 

  

These things are quite remarkable in themselves. I can not imagine any one else of his day, or 
today being able to totally resist the urge to show off in some way, or resist the urge to make 
money, or make political mileage out of such an amazing all round ability. 

  

So how did Jesus present himself to the spiritual forces?  
It is the ultimate in simplicity: 

I. He let his spiritual authority/presence do all the talking. 
II. He just turned up - and responded with humility. 
III. In today's language we would say he believed in keeping it very simple and keeping a 

low profile. 
IV. He did not appear to use any pre-organized plans of attack.  
V. He let the spirits react to his presence and then responded appropriately. 
VI. He didn’t let any ability, success, or earthly reward distract from him from the main goals 

of his mission on earth. 

I'd like to go on, but it really was that simple. Even when tempted by Satan he used the same no 
frills keep it simple, don't get distracted, and no need to make a scene approach. All the other 
window dressing we add today just gets in the way of this perfect original simple plan. 

  

2. How did spirits react to Jesus? 
The short answer to this question is they were afraid. In many cases the fear was extreme, but if 
we look past the fear we also see other reactions. These other reactions are interesting because 
they appear to be standard human reactions to confrontation. At this point it is worth pointing out 
that apart from the temptation of Jesus, all the other enemy spirit detailed responses in the 
Gospels are from possessed people. There are many other enemy influenced responses, but 
there is a clear difference between the cool calculating questions and responses of the devil that 
had a plan and trying to make it happen, and the often fearful responses of human beings that 
were possessed. 

a) The fearful / nervous talkative response (Lk 4:34 …I know who you are!) 

Some spirits like to talk as much as some humans do! It sounds a bit weird but really 
this should not be a surprise. 

b) The self-destruct (or rather human mutilation) reaction, the Christian jargon for 
this is manifesting. This strange reaction is designed to humiliate the person 
concerned, and confuse and I assume it is designed to disgust everyone that’s 
perceived to be a threat, hopefully putting them off completely (Mark 9:20 When the 
spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion).  
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c) The weird possessed behavior routine is a similar reaction to the previous, except 
that this could either attract interest, or repel uninterested passers by (Mk 5:2 Living 
in tombs, wearing rags, etc). Of course this tactic may also used by those with 
psychological problems and it can be difficult to tell the difference. 

d) The attack reaction (Acts 19:15 "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are 
you?") None dared try this with Jesus, but spirits can be quick to test out those 
unsure of their authority/faith. A violent attack may be unusual but it is not out of the 
question. As they are spiritual beings I suspect they have a spiritual way of seeing 
our certainty and level of belief. They are certainly not slow when it comes to testing 
any possible weaknesses we may have, so they must have ways of discovering in 
what areas of our lives these weaknesses can be found. 

e) The try and take control reaction (Mt 8:28 …They were so violent that no one 
could pass that way). 

Control is not only the main tactic of human leaders, it is also a predictable goal of all 
spirits, so this is not saying anything new. When it came to Jesus, none were able to 
stand against him. Even though these spirits in Matthew 8 appear to have been the 
strongest and most violent spirits in the region (and a type rarely encountered in 
western nations), yet they were powerless against Jesus. 

f) The stay cool and clever deception / response. Satan used this when tempting 
Jesus and Eve offering a different variation of the truth (Mt 4:1, Gen 3:1), and also 
used it on Jesus in the wilderness. There is no reason at all why other spirits will not 
also use a version of this tactic, by offering reasonable sounding statements that twist 
the truth. 

  

It should be good news that even when people are possessed the enemy is only capable of 
persuading people to use the type of response that would be part of the normal range of their 
personality. It proves that even though some spirits are scary they are not all powerful, and 
certainly not as powerful as the standard TV shows like to portray. Of course if third party physical 
persuasion is also used (e.g. Joseph Koney threatening children with death unless there kill 
others) anything is possible, but on their own, spirits can use very little physical persuasion. 
Note: There are many stories of evil spirits attacking people (i.e. laying on them, doing unmentionable acts, 
etc.), but although these things may be disgusting and intimidating, even non-believers can learn how to 
block these external non-physical attacks. 

 

3. What did the spirits see when they saw Jesus? 

a) They recognized his divine nature  
(Mk 3:11) "You are the Son of God." 

That is, they saw his natural authority. With Jesus there was no difference between his divine 
inheritance and his human authority (Even though the Pharisees refused to acknowledge both). 
Many people have a position and either over use, abuse, ignore or deny their authority, but with 
Jesus there was a simple acceptance of both position and authority without the need to justify 
himself or abide by the current religious/spiritual rules. We often fail to recognize that he was 
under constant pressure to change the way he operated, but he refused to change. 

 
b) They recognized his human nature  
(Lk 4:34) What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 

It is interesting that unlike people from western cultures, spirits have no problem recognizing and 
combining the spiritual and the physical. On one hand we have the teachers of the law trying to 
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prove a point and being careful to make sure people know that no prophet will come from 
Nazareth therefore ... , and on the other we have spirits that are completely willing to 
acknowledge your humanity, where ever you come from, and will recognize your spiritual status 
as long as you also display the spiritual authority that goes with it. One could suggest other 
modern day examples as well. 

 
c) They saw their own end  
(Mk 5:7) “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you 
won’t torture me!” 

There are a few revealing statements included in the Gospels that reveal a reaction of pure fear 
to the presence of Jesus. Reactions like this give us an excellent insight into the thoughts of 
spirits and what they consider the 'rules of residence' to be. There are a few clear concepts 
revealed here: 

i. There is a time limit for the current phase on earth (read the whole passage). 
ii. They had an understanding of what was possible &/or allowable for them to do 

on earth, and they knew they were pushing the envelope too far.  
iii. There is a sense of frustration that Jesus might be completely altering their 

understanding.  
iv. A clear acceptance that Jesus had the authority to change anything if he wished.  
v. They know that their judgment is probably inevitable, and they fear it.  
vi. While it was possible for people to thumb their noses at Jesus it was not possible 

for any spirit to ignore him. 

 
d) They saw his confidence  
That is, they saw that his confidence was firmly based on the previous 3 points.  

(Lk 4:35)  "Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down 
before them all and came out without injuring him. 

The confidence of Jesus, is the thing that people notice and preach about, and there is no doubt, 
that he had no doubt. It would however be more appropriate to preach on the spiritual reality why 
he had no doubt. 

  

4. How did Jesus deal with them? 
Jesus had very straight forward approach. It would also be correct to say that Jesus had a very 
humble approach to evil spirits. The thing that stands out most to me is that he did not try to use 
his obvious outstanding spiritual abilities and gifts to command obedience and loyalty from the 
crowd as countless others with far less ability have done. People came to see Jesus, he did not 
organize large meetings, in fact one of the reasons he kept moving was to avoid some of these 
problems, but the people were so thirsty for real spirituality that large crowds flocked to him. It 
was much the same with spirits, he did not deliberately organize the sick and possessed so 
everyone could see the miracles, if that had been his intention there were plenty of areas where 
the sick (including lepers and the possessed) gathered, and no doubt they were easy to find, but 
the truth is that he tried to minimize the effects of these extreme reactions.  

I know there is a popular teaching that says or suggests that Jesus used miracles to attract the 
crowd and proclaim the kingdom of God. Unfortunately this teaching is at best misleading, and is 
really one of those self justifying statements. Miracles do create interest, and Jesus did not shy 
away from performing miracles, but I do not believe Jesus did miracles to attract a crowd. If he 
wanted to do that, he would have done most of his miracles in large towns, and attracted crowds 
as is the popular method of Evangelists today.  
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The miracles were part of the total package, but it was often the part he tried to keep quiet. A 
read of the Gospels will reveal that when possible he preferred to do the miracles in private. In a 
similar fashion his interactions with evil spirits were deliberately low key. He could have made a 
great show of humiliating evil spirits everywhere he went – but he did not! Although it remains a 
mystery to us, his approach reveals that he often had compassion on them. If you need any more 
convincing it should be remembered that: 

I. He always sent the crowd away, left them for some solitude or found some way of getting 
away from them.  

II. He was constantly moving to another place to avoid attracting a large regular 
congregation.  

III. The huge number of miracles that Jesus did, were partly intended to challenge people 
about his divine nature. “…are you the Christ? … The miracles I do … speak for me” (Jn 
10:24-25). 

IV. His mission focus was: (1) the training of a small number of followers, and (2) his work of 
reconciliation /sacrifice on the cross.  

V. One sermon was deliberately designed to culturally offend and drive people away (Jn 6). 
VI. He did not trust himself to the crowd (Jn 2:24).  

 
Jesus used an understated approach and it is the same with his deliverance ministry. The fact 
that he would tell spirits to keep quiet is not just because they were saying he was the Son of 
God. There also other occasions (like Lk 4:35) when he dealt with something swiftly because a 
crowd was forming, the opposite of standard practice today. We have lost the significance of him 
saying do not rejoice that the demons are subject to your name, many scratch their heads when 
they read that statement. In reality all these things are related and part of the same attitude and 
approach.  

Jesus was here to reveal the good news of the Kingdom of God, and the mysteries of redemption 
that he would accomplish, and compared to that everything else needed to stay in perspective (in 
the background). Therefore all the flashy miracles and the encounters of the spirit kind were not 
the main show at all, if they were, there would have been no attempt to silence spirits or heal 
without people being aware of who did it, or closing the door before raising the dead. To put it 
simply, Jesus often dealt with spirits quietly because in the end they were a distraction and not 
that important, he certainly didn’t want them getting free publicity. Evil spirits may cause a great 
deal of distress, but thing of greatest importance is the kingdom, the message, what it offers, and 
God’s purpose being worked out in world, not the side show and the personalities that are 
popular but often distract us. Likewise the main purpose of all prophetic and visionary work today 
is to achieve a divine purpose, so like Jesus we should beware of the popular distractions. 

  

5. What do spirits see when they see us? 
We now have an insight how spirits reacted to Jesus, but how do spirits react to us? To help us 
along this path a useful question to meditate on would be - How did they react to Mother Teresa? 
Considering her gifts and the dedicated expression of her ministry, perhaps spirits retreated 
almost apologizing as they went? (I wouldn’t be surprised if they did exactly that) 

This is an interesting question, I suppose this is a bit like asking, what do we look like spiritually? I 
don't mean how do others see us, I mean what do we look like in the spiritual dimension to 
spiritual beings, and how do we express ourselves spiritually? Perhaps there is even an element 
of how do we dress ourselves spiritually, though I am certainly not referring to spiritual armor, and 
I certainly don't want to get into any concepts of spiritual fashion. This last idea of dress refers 
more to our giftings, and how God transposes this into a real spiritual setting/dimension. 
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Our spiritual identity/expression (and dress) is a combination of how much we believe, what we 
believe, our spiritual approach/ giftings, and our spiritual stature. The visual people reading this 
will I hope recognize an attempt to articulate a difficult but important concept.  

The response of spirits will depend on what the percentage mix is at moment of encounter. I am 
not being deliberately vague - because we are all human these things do vary, in fact they vary 
from day to day. When we are in a learning phase they may vary even more than usual.  

Another important ingredient in the mix is our response. It is difficult to quantify response, but it is 
possibly the thing that varies the most. For instance, many people mistake hyper activity, a lot of 
flowery words, and the decibel level as signs of effective response. If we were battling a physical 
enemy I'm sure they would be very useful. However, this battle is with spiritual forces and not 
flesh and blood, physical things are good for impressing the congregation, but to win the battle 
against spiritual forces we really need to work on our spiritual authority, seeing in the spirit, and 
our understanding of what God requires of us (discernment), are the things of greatest 
importance - this is the essence of our spiritual response. Spirits see through the rhetoric 
because that is our physical response to what we see, our spirit response including our ability to 
improvise in the spirit reveals how we truly operate. This is ultimately how the battle can be won, 
and this is what spirits see when they see us. 

 

 A brief Scriptural analysis of the effect Jesus had on Spirits. 

The Effect Jesus’ Presence had on Evil Spirits 

Ref. Approach Taken Brief Verse or Story 
Description/Situation 

Spirit’s Reaction  

G o s p e l  O f  M a t t h ew  

Mt 4:24 No specific 
approach 

People with various diseases came, those 
suffering severe pain, demon-possession, 
various seizures, and the paralyzed, and 
Jesus healed them. 

Not Stated 

Mt 8:16 He used his 
spiritual 
authority/command 

Many who were demon-possessed were 
brought to him, and he drove out the 
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 

Not Stated 

Mt 8:28 A wait and see 
approach, from 
beginning to end 

At Gadarenes, two demon-possessed 
men from the tombs met Jesus. They 
were so violent that no one could pass 
that way. 

The spirits were 
afraid, & bargained 
for a deal (let us 
have the pigs!) 

Mt 9:32 The demon was 
“driven out” by 
Jesus 

A demon-possessed man who could not 
talk – the demon was driven out by Jesus, 
the man spoke. 

Not Stated 

Mt 
12:22 

Jesus reacted to 
the situation at 
hand 

Jesus healed a demon-possessed man 
who was blind and mute – he could both 
talk and see. 

Not Stated 

Mt 
15:22 

Jesus reacted to 
the situation at 
hand 

A Canaanite woman asked  
for mercy – Her daughter was suffering 
from demon-possession." 

Not Stated 

Mt 
17:18 

Jesus 
demonstrated how 
easy it was! 

Jesus rebuked a demon – It came out of 
the boy, and he was healed at that 
moment. 

Not Stated 
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G o s p e l  O f  M a r k  

Mk 
1:23 -
1:26 

"Be quiet!" 

"Come out of him!" 

A man in the synagogue who was 
possessed by an evil spirit cried out. 

The spirit shook the 
man violently & 
came out of him 
with a shriek 

Mk 
1:32 

People brought the 
sick to Jesus 

That evening after sunset the people 
brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-
possessed. 

The spirit was 
afraid and a 
nervous talker 

Mk 
3:11 

"Be quiet!" 

  

When evil spirits saw him, they fell down 
before him and cried out, "You are the 
Son of God." 

Spirits recognized 
the divinity of Jesus 

Mk 5:2 A wait and see 
approach, from 
beginning to end 

A man with an evil spirit came from the 
tombs to meet him. “What do you want 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? (Don’t torture me!)” 

In fear they used 
reason & asked to 
use the pigs 

Mk 
7:25 -
7:30 

 A wait and see 
approach, with 
testing questions. 

A Greek woman’s daughter was 
possessed by an evil spirit and fell at his 
feet, begging Jesus to drive it out. After 
testing questions he said, "For such a 
reply, you may go; the demon has left 
your daughter." She went home & the 
demon gone. 

Not stated 

Mk 
9:17 -
9:29 

Jesus 
demonstrated how 
easy deliverance 
should be. 

  

A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I 
brought you my son, who is possessed by 
a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 
Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to 
the ground. He foams at the mouth, 
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid.  

The spirit saw 
Jesus, & 
manifested – 
shrieked, violently, 
convulsed the boy 
& came out. 

  

G o s p e l  O f  L u k e  

Lk 4:33 
-4:36 

Deliverance by 
Command! 

(Be Quiet) 

Jesus reacting to 
the situation 

In the synagogue a possessed man cried 
out at the top of his voice, “Ha! What do 
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are — the Holy One of God!” … 
"Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out 
of him!" 

Fearful, talkative 
and violent. It threw 
the man down and 
came out without 
injuring him. 

Lk 6:18 “Power was 
coming out from 
him” 

All those that were troubled by evil spirits 
were cured, and all were healed of their 
diseases. 

Not Stated 

Lk 7:21 Not Stated Jesus cured many with sicknesses and 
evil spirits, and gave sight to many who 
were blind. 

Not Stated 

Lk 8:2 Not Stated … and also some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary 
Magdalene from whom 7 demons had 

Not Stated 
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come out; 

Lk 8:27 By command The demon-possessed man from 
Gadarenes that lived in the tombs. 
Though he was chained hand and foot 
and kept under guard, he had broken his 
chains and had been driven by the demon 
into solitary places. 

Responded with 
fear, begging to 
have the pigs. 

Lk 9:38 Jesus 
demonstrated how 
easy deliverance 
should be. 

“A spirit seizes him and he suddenly 
screams; it throws him into convulsions so 
that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely 
ever leaves him and is destroying him. 
Even while the boy was coming, the 
demon threw him to the ground in a 
convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil 
spirit, healed the boy and gave him back 
to his father.” 

The spirit saw 
Jesus, & 
manifested – 
shrieked, violently, 
convulsed the boy 
& came out. 

Lk 
11:14 

By command Jesus was driving out a demon that was 
mute. When the demon left, the man who 
had been mute spoke, and the crowd was 
amazed. 

Not Stated 

Lk 
13:11 

By Command – A 
deliberate act of 
deliverance 

A woman who had been crippled by a 
spirit for eighteen years. She was bent 
over and could not straighten up at all. 

No negative 
reaction stated 

  

G o s p e l  O f  J o h n  

There are no direct references in the Gospel of John 

  

A c t s  

Acts 
5:16 

Peter, using the 
see what happens 
approach. 

Crowds gathered also from the towns 
around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and 
those tormented by evil spirits, and all of 
them were healed. 

Not Stated 

Acts 
8:7 

Phillip used an 
evangelist 
approach 

With shrieks, evil spirits came out of 
many, and many paralytics and cripples 
were healed. 

Some come out 
violently 

Acts 
16:16 

Paul tried to ignore 
spirit – probably 
hoped it would go 
away! 

A slave girl who had a spirit by which she 
predicted the future. She earned a great 
deal of money for her owners by fortune-
telling. “These men are servants of the 
most high God.” Finally Paul…said to the 
spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I 
command you to come out of her!"… 

Talkative, nervous, 
attracted to 
believers 

Acts 
19:12 

An inspired 
approach 

… even handkerchiefs & aprons that had 
touched him were taken to the sick, and 
their illnesses were cured and the evil 
spirits left them. 

Not Stated 

Acts They used Jesus Some Jews who went around driving out These Jews found 
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19:13 -
19:16 

name as a formula 
– but the formula 
alone was not 
enough. 

evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the 
Lord Jesus over those who were demon-
possessed. They would say, "In the name 
of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I 
command you to come out." One day the 
evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, 
and I know about Paul, but who are you?" 
Then the man who had the evil spirit 
jumped on them and overpowered them 
all. He gave them such a beating that they 
ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 

a violent spirit that 
would not budge by 
a formula alone. 
Some spirits like to 
fight back. 

  

Effective Response Includes: 

• Discerning God's assignment   

- I have written much about this already in other articles. 

• Proceeding with reasonable faith  

- Of course there no point proceeding without faith! But more important is a realistic 
assessment of our faith. As Jesus said, we should not begin something we can not 
finish. 

• Achieving all the goals  

- The only real question is what you need to do to achieve these goals. 

• Hitting the nails on the head  

- Near misses, and marks on the floor don't count when you're nailing floor boards! As 
an apprentice, a “two-bob” was the indent left in the floor when you missed the nail. 
These "two-bob's" are an excellent visual example, you may have scared the nail half 
to death but the only result was a lasting memory of your mistake, because floor 
sanding does not remove all the evidence. 
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Dealing with Spirits 
  

So How should we deal with them? 
The short answer is that we could do a lot worse than follow the example of Jesus. 

Like Jesus we should pay as little regard to religious and public reaction as possible, beware of 
the popular distractions and focus on achieving the purpose or plan of God, but for a real answer 
to this question that tells us how to do it, we need to get personal because that is the real point. 
The often overlooked and ignored point, is that the whole ministry of Jesus reflected his ultra 
flexible human and spiritual persona. The fact that he understood himself so perfectly that he 
could allow his ministry to develop as a natural unforced extension of himself is part of the miracle 
that is Jesus. This achievement is one of main things that either challenges or frustrates all that 
read the New Testament. Much ministry these days can only happen with hyper activity, high 
volume, new technology, or showmanship, where the minister tries to project an image 3 times 
(or even more) that of true reality, so the humble simplicity of Jesus' ministry is a breathtaking 
change. 

In contrast many preachers (usually the visiting ones) breeze through churches giving messages 
that say “I’ve discovered a great secret, do this and you will unlock great blessing and be far more 
effective.” I can’t remember how many times I have heard variations on this theme; these days I 
find it so embarrassing that everyone has to put up with sermons like this. We need to do much 
better than assume everyone will unlock spiritual purpose by being almost the same. In reality, 
although we can learn a lot from each other there is an enormous variety in our spiritual persona 
and spiritual purpose, because there is an equally large variety in our individual personality type. 
Like Jesus we need to find ways to unlock our inner dynamics, not compromise, ignore, confuse 
and superimpose another operating system on top of them.  

Also, there has to be a more flexible way to begin ministry than the standard options that require 
us to apply ourselves to things that do not really interest us, do not suit our gifts, and cause us to 
'prove ourselves' for many years in the hope of some church based ministry reward. 

There are a number of books on deliverance ministry, and I’m sure some of these are very good. 
There are also a small number of seminars from time to time. These are likely to be more useful, 
because they also put you in touch with other like minded people.  

In this section, I do not want to duplicate what can be found in books. So rather than talk about 
specifics that will lead to people creating even more methods than already exist; I will devote this 
discussion toward encouraging variety, less control, and I hope more spiritual responsibility. I will 
deliberately try to avoid being specific about step by step methodology, mainly because people 
tend to get locked into these before they fully reflect how their persona operates. I hope that a 
discussion of the main deliverance and overcoming spirit battle options will be informative and 
help guide people toward a sustainable understanding and approach. The best approach of all is 
to be flexible enough to go with whatever is most appropriate, but I recognize this will be difficult 
for most. 

 

Repentance 
Also before we start, I need to emphasize that this sort of ministry should always be done in an 
atmosphere of humility, repentance, faith and pastoral care. These things are not optional. It is 
tempting to promise people you can do anything in the name of Jesus, but without repentance 
especially, it can be difficult to achieve a lasting breakthrough.  

Repentance is not a method of deliverance; repentance is a principle of Christian living that 
enables us to stay close to God. Therefore repentance is a central part of all ministry including 
deliverance ministry. 
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Different Deliverance/Confrontation Styles 
1. Command 
The command is the most common method and some think it’s the only real way to do it (but not 
me!). A quick read of the gospels will reveal that Jesus often did this, and it appears from Acts 
that his disciples followed his example, so no particular explanation is required to justify this 
practice; however there are many and various ways to do it.  

Despite the definite/absolute nature of this style it is not as successful as it should be, personally I 
pin most of this failure on the elements of presumption and hoping for the best (a lack of 
flexibility). Contrary to much popular practice, Jesus did not try to pray for everyone that wanted 
prayer. As far as we know, everyone he prayed for was healed and/or delivered, but that is not 
the same as saying he prayed for all the sick that wanted prayer. There is also at least one record 
of him praying when not asked (Jn 5:6). This example also proves he did not pray for all that 
needed prayer.  

There is much confusion on this topic. Some say healing is all a myth, and other are confused 
about what healing really means. I suppose these are all normal human reactions. 

To understand the command prayer, we must first be flexible enough to not pray; or to put it 
another way, only pray when God says so, not because there is a line of people expecting it. 
Success still depends on faith interacting with individuals/groups, and God's will/timing, 
circumstances, our authority, expectation, etc. There are a few standard issues often debated 
here, including how important the other person’s faith is, when telling something to go; after all if 
you tell it to go it has to go! (Doesn’t it? hmmm). But I note that it is almost impossible to prevent 
someone deciding it's too difficult and giving in, or even asking for the familiar whatever to come 
back, and what about the faith/authority issue, or the insight/ timing/ and understanding of the 
person doing the commanding? As you may have noticed I just love raising question and 
throwing a lot of mud in the water, not because I want to confuse you, but because I want you to 
notice that the mud was already there! 

 

There are 3 basic ways of achieving the command result: 
a) The simple public command.  

The public command has been studied for centuries and many books written on the subject. Yet it 
is a still a beautiful mystery, it is a combination of a God moment, faith in action, faith in response 
and often a lot of history. The Bible has a few varieties of this command: 

a. The simple command – e.g. Be quiet and come out of him (Mk 1:25).  

When it comes to deliverance, success in initially getting the spirits out depends almost entirely 
on the faith of the one doing the commanding. Keeping them out requires a number of things to 
work together, & this is a study that requires individual treatment. 

b. The subtle command – e.g. But go show yourself to the priests (Mt 8:4).  

This is an interactive command with minimal conditions. Assuming the command is authorized by 
God, it requires only simple acceptance, to create a leap of faith that releases the command. 
There may be a condition attached, but the condition is not the trigger that releases the blessing 
(This is normally associated with healing but there is no reason it could not be appropriate for all 
areas). 

c. The conditional command – e.g. "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your 
flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean." (1Ki 5:10).  
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This directly conditional command is rarely used. The result is completely conditional, the would 
be receiver must faithfully comply fully with the condition before the blessing is released. It is 
probably a good thing it is rarely used, because to be honest, there are not that many prophetic 
types around that can hear clearly enough to accurately apply this method on a regular basis. 

 

b) The simple command used with nobody present.  

The main difference between this and the command in public is that it relies completely on the 
relationship of the person doing the commanding with God, and an understanding of what God 
requires/desires/allows, etc.  

The effects of crowd dynamics and crowd faith are removed. Most leaders can work off a crowd 
but it takes true authority to successfully operate without these supports. 

This is the favorite method of many prophets and intercessors (especially international ones). 
Generally speaking these people achieve results with few others knowing, or even nobody at all – 
it can be very satisfying; I recommend it, it is excellent for developing humility, an acceptance of 
what really happens and what doesn't (because there is no point in fooling yourself), and a depth 
of relationship with God. The fact that nobody else knows what you did can also be frustrating, 
but that’s why it’s so good for our humility. 

 

c) Methodical Deliverance Ministry.  

There is another type of command that is often used for deliverance ministry. I have great respect 
for those that use this method, mainly because most of them are quiet and methodical people, 
and far from being loud, brash and public, they prefer their deliverance ministry to preserve as 
much privacy and dignity as possible (long may they prosper!). It is such a refreshing change to 
see people that are willing to work together, to quietly see in the spirit, command change, and 
monitor results. It can be so quiet that an average person in the next room may not even hear 
them. This is normally a method approach, and with enough flexibility built in, can be extremely 
effective. It seems that the Pharisees also used a step by step method of deliverance (Acts 
19:14). The example of the seven sons of Sceva is perhaps used for too many things, but is 
certainly proof that one should not try to ad-lib too much when using a method approach, much of 
the safety and effectiveness is built into the method! I’m sure they learnt their lesson. The fact 
that Jewish leaders would use a method approach based on the name of Jesus, is also a 
secondary proof that many leaders of the time were extremely impressed with the deliverance 
ministry of Jesus. 

 

2. Praise 
Here I mean genuine active enthusiastic, heart felt, I love God, abandoned, want to do it for the 
rest of my life, praise to God (not just “till I get rid of the damn thing then I'll probably carry on as I 
did before!”) – This could be done individually, but would normally be done in a group situation. 
The only proviso' with this method approach is that you don't stop until you achieve a real break 
through. You will also probably need some regular sessions to reinforce a particular victory, and 
enough adjustment in lifestyle that will ensure continued success.  

This method is not a cure all solution, but it is very useful. To begin with, it reveals the desires of 
the heart. If people, don't turn up, leave, or give up before the point of break through happens, 
this reveals that they don't yet have the will or desperation to sustain an operational victory. It 
also reveals that they are willing to be part of the process, and don't just want someone to it for 
them. Of course achieving the initial victory is just the start, you have to live it as well. As a wise 
Catholic friend of mine once said, "salvation is a life of decisions for Christ, not just one!" and I 
agree with that comment completely. The down side of this method is that there will be a number 
of people that do not achieve a lasting result because they lack the motivation for new things, or 
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are too full of doubt/fear and will become disillusioned with God and the church so it is best used 
in conjunction with other options. 

 

3. Just pray and be Saved 
Being 'saved' may enough to fix a problem, that’s partly why evangelism really works. However, 
some Christians are also oppressed and a few are even possessed (some black or white thinkers 
will think this heresy). These problems will normally stem from the period before they were 
reconciled to God. 

It is possible this method may also fail, because sincere belief and enthusiasm on its own does 
not fix everything in life.  

One thing is for sure – being a true friend /heir of God helps enormously when it comes to staying 
free from oppression. 

 

4. Temporary Fix 
There are many patch up and temporary methods (e.g. Words with no power- using a formula 
with little faith & no follow up). There are many one off deliverance sessions that simply don’t 
follow through with any regular contact, especially when needed. Unfortunately the reality is that 
people not regularly attending church do not really trust what you are doing, and if they consider 
that nothing or not enough has happened, they will just move on and ask the next minister or 
spiritualist, and then the next to have a go (or just give up). Despite the fact that is very irritating 
for the minister this is a very practical thing to do, but if they simply move on, the fact is you have 
actually achieved a negative result. People that seek after God, for whatever reason, will only do 
it a limited number of times!  

 

5. Under New Management 
This is a bit like the saved method, except that the new management should incorporate a small 
group of people willing and available to be regular visitors (and on call) that are capable of 
dealing with whatever comes up.  

This is certainly the best concept for after care, it provides genuine follow up care. My opinion is 
that you achieve much more from genuine coffee and cake friendship than you can from any one 
off ministry session. 

 

6. Others 
Because there are always other ways, most of these will work for a few and not for others. 

 

7. Weird + Wacky 
All weird and wacky methods that require pushing people around, laying on them, attaching other 
'stronger spirits' to them for protection, consulting wee-gee boards and anything else prohibited in 
the Bible (e.g. divination, etc.). These are to be totally avoided, because these things reveal a 
mixed authority which also guarantees mixed spiritual influences and motives. Those lacking the 
necessary authority should be humble enough to work with others that really have it and learn as 
they go.  
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Many Motivations 
In the article on prophetic types I discussed a number of prophets in the Bible; of course when 
you discuss many of the leading biblical prophets it is easy to see that:  

a) God deliberately chooses many personality types with different motivations because 
there is a range of different tasks to be accomplished.  

b) The way our spiritual gifts/ministries interact with our personality is a very important factor 
in how God can use us. 

c) There is the God factor – that is how God interacts with our personality and seeks to 
develop our spiritual gifts/ministries. 

After some meditation on these things, it should be obvious to all that none of the prophets in the 
Bible are alike. In fact they are all different and some are extremely different! If we follow that line 
of thought we could say that apart from the fact that they were Jews and were very committed to 
what they did they were not particularly like Jesus either.  

At this point some people will suddenly start talking New Testament and Old Testament 
differences, but I note that Jesus was happy to call John the Baptist (a cousin of Jesus) a 
prophet, and John believed in Jesus but was also very different! (In fact most of the time 
differences between the New and Old Testament are only pointed out because of convenience, to 
make dramatic point, or to avoid the need to for an in depth study). Some things are different, but 
ministry is ministry! 

 

In addition we should reflect that: 

a) Jesus objected to rules that excluded the way his authority worked - or more precisely 
rules that excluded other reasonable interpretations of the original intention. Leaders 
hated the way Jesus simply ignored their long standing rules and carried on doing what 
he did best (Not many church leaders like it today either). 

b) Jesus also objected to rules that created Scriptural conflict, confused real understanding, 
limited real action, limited real authority, and blocked the way for others to rise to the 
challenge. These things could make him angry.  

 

A method approach is not the only way to deal with spirits 

The point I’m emphasizing here is that God is not limited by rules. God enjoys the variety of 
possibilities revealed by our personalities. There appear to be all sorts of limitations and 
expectations placed on the role of prophets and those doing deliverance by the church in general 
these days that limit what God can do, what can officially be done, and these in effect limit the 
personality types that can work within these limits. Guidelines can be very useful, but the problem 
is that most church guidelines are handed down by leaders and therefore are designed as 
limitations to preserve order, rather than guidelines. These very guidelines can make it difficult to 
deal with spirits. There is also another problem, I’m sure church guidelines are reasonable for the 
average spirit that attends church (or waits outside), but what about the rest? I appreciate that 
there are plenty of nut cases out there capable reeking havoc, but nut cases rarely abide by 
guidelines anyway, they just create their own and twist Scripture to say what ever they want.  

Church guidelines are by nature designed to restrict something. They are not like job 
descriptions, because they are not established to attract suitable applicants. They are designed to 
limit extremes of religious behavior more than enhance ministry. These behavioral extremes can 
embarrass me as well, but unfortunately only a few of the many Biblical prophets would be able to 
operate within standard church restrictions. For example – Jesus would not do it! 

National and international prophets are not primarily concerned with local religious behavior (if at 
all). Likewise the spirits they normally deal with are not primarily involved in local religious issues 
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either. It's another case of horses for courses. Unfortunately one of the standard outcomes of 
establishing rigid guidelines is to encourage a steady exodus of prophetic types from the church. 

You will have to excuse me if this appears like a very long introduction to this section - I need to 
keep underlining who I'm really writing this for and raise some of the basic issues that need 
addressing, otherwise many will revert back to thinking in terms of local church and gifts of the 
spirit only. 

 

Dealing with spirits at a local level 
1) The good news is that at a local church level the spirits are not very powerful, local church is 
more about powerful personalities and the spirit problems should be within the capability of at 
least one person in town or region. 

2) However at the local community level it's a different story, I’m afraid that anything beyond a 
simple manifestation/problem will probably be too much for the local church (unless it is very big 
church), simply because the local western church never really deals with this stuff, and becomes 
easily confused by the ongoing mind games that spirits like to play with people (especially 
western spirits).  

3) It can be very disturbing for local church leaders to find they actually have very little spiritual 
authority to help community members suffering spirit/demon oppression. If very little actually 
happens, telling people that their faith is the real problem is very cold comfort indeed even if it is a 
relevant point. 

4) After the first round of enthusiasm has past it often becomes apparent that spirits have more 
stamina than most Christians will ever have. 

5) Unfortunately, any perceived lack of success will become a serious matter for a local church 
leadership, and the many that disagree with engaging in “that sort of thing” may well leave the 
church. 

6) Good News! There are people with the experience and determination to see things through – 
so ask them to help! This way you can delegate responsibility and be seen to be acting in the 
interests of the people at the same time (who said I can't be deviously political?). Just make sure 
you get someone that's available for the long haul – not just a day or two!  

You may be disturbed to discover that some of these people don't go to church, but that is 
normally a long term response to the churches general lack of spiritual authority, and tendency to 
choose the path to mediocrity (And the fact that people think they are weird). 

 

Sorry if this section is a bit short. I applied self 
censorship at this point, and removed some stuff. 

 

How should we deal with spirits at a national level? 
Most of the “deliverance styles” as discussed above arise out of a church based operation. 
However the national or international prophet will rarely have the luxury of regular support like 
that, even if they are part of church. I hear people asking, what is the problem? Well it’s like this: 

a. Most of the time when God calls and things need to be done, and there is simply not that 
much time for consultation and meetings.  

b. By the time you have figured out the problem and how to approach it, most of the job is 
done. The praying part may be simple by comparison, so there is little point in sending 
out a dozens emails, after the fact. 
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c. The thing about being an international prophet is that most of what you receive is meant 
to remain a secret. 

d. Having discovered how to deal with a problem, I am not normally interested in a dozen 
well meaning opinions and alternatives (yes, I know – such a selfish attitude, but true!) 

e. The prophets (and others!) are responsible to God for following through on what we 
receive and for making the “whatever it is” happen. 

f. This lone wolf attitude disturbs many (and I am not too keen on it myself) but it serves a 
purpose, and there are not many people you would want to talk about international stuff 
with anyway – who would believe you apart from someone that does a similar job? 

g. All of this only goes to show that just like the prophets of old, for these reasons and 
others, we tend to work alone. 

 

I know we like to call some of the pastors that come to our churches “international,” and 
sometimes “prophetic,” but even if this is on occasion actually true, they should rarely reveal in 
church any of the sensitive things they are dealing with. Why?  

a. Because it will probably change the dynamics of the problem/issue they are dealing with. 
b. Because there’s no point in telling the Devil what you are going to do before you do it. 
c. Dirty spiritual laundry should not be hung out to dry in public. Normal procedure is to deal 

with things prophetically and privately first. Of course if it’s on the front page it’s not a 
secret anyway.  

d. Yes I know us Pentecostals have a history of airing dirty laundry, but Jesus didn’t do it. 

 

Working at a Higher Level 
This site is really about national and international ministry which is different from local ministry so 
I will try to move on. In terms of explanation, there is little difference between national and 
International level, a similar approach is required for both. It may sound a little strange, but 
compared to a local level, it can be easier to deal with spirits at a national level, because there is 
less of the human factor involved.  

 

Authority (or Oils ain't Oils) 
It is tempting to think that authority is just authority, but this is not true in the natural realm so why 
should it be true for the spiritual realm? In the natural realm it is not always easy to distinguish 
what it is that makes one person stand out from the rest. “Charisma” contains many natural and 
cultural elements; it is not just force of will and experience. There must be a thousand seminars 
on leadership around the world every year, but it seems that there is little practical understanding 
of how to grow in it without destroying yourself along the way. 

In the spiritual realm it appears that the mystery is just as deep. Many consider that our 
relationship with God is the key ingredient. Other people have suggestions like character, prayer, 
sacrifice, obedience, holiness, early morning prayer, covenant, baptism in the Spirit, etc. and 
insist that their opinion is the magic answer. If only it were so simple! While it may be true that for 
us, one thing may stand out from the group, these are all very admirable and necessary things. 
There is no single magic bullet that will do it. There is no combination that suits everyone either.  

Our relationship (and ministry) with God develops over a long period of time and needs to be a 
flexible thing. Relationships are quite simply a mystery, there are a myriad of things that can be 
used to develop our intimacy with God. The power and authority of our prophetic ministry will 
always be a natural extension of that intimate relationship. 
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One of the stupid things assumed at these leadership seminars is that anyone can develop into a 
quality leader if they follow the principles. This is rather stupid and false advertising; by contrast I 
can personally guarantee that very few people will develop into national and international 
prophets, even if they religiously follow everything on this site. Despite the fact that this false 
hope is exactly what many try to promote, the calling and gifts of God can never be assumed or 
applied so frivolously. 

It may be stating the obvious to say that a national prophetic role takes far more authority. But the 
question is – what are those differences? Certainly it feels like and is a different type of conflict 
with different types of spirits. Though there are many subtleties that can not be ignored, in reality 
it is an all or nothing authority, that is, either what you pray for happens or it doesn't! On a local 
level it's frustrating when you get it wrong and/or nothing happens, but there are few 
consequences other than a little embarrassment and bruised pride. 

However at a national level, even if nobody sees what you are doing, God does, and since God is 
the one that gives you the prophetic work that is the only audience you need.  Like many 
situations in life if you can't work out what you are doing wrong, or can't iron out your blind spots, 
someone else will soon get the job. 

One of the real day by day differences of this job, is that it’s often more difficult to understand 
what's really happening because it's often different from what's reported and said. People that 
simply pray according to newspaper reports are often praying incorrectly or inadequately. Politics 
is a devious, dirty, and dangerous business. If you like black or white answers, then this is the 
wrong business to be in, because there is a great deal of compromise in politics, and the motives 
for implementing many policies (/actions) are often hidden, therefore prophetically the solutions 
can be also be complicated. An ability to see accurately in the spirit, adjust and readjust your 
prayer accordingly is a mandatory requirement. 

In politics telling the truth can be dangerous, for example, if you reveal all the bad news, the price 
of the dollar might fall, or factories might close, but it can also be dangerous (and disturbing) for a 
national / international prophet, to share what has been heard in the spirit. No doubt the people 
that do this, normally do it to engender an atmosphere of "look at me I'm important!" (Simon the 
sorcerer used that ploy as I recall). In Christian circles truth can also be dangerous, but I’m sure I 
have discussed this in another article. Therefore it is a wise person that learns to correctly 
understand and operate according to what the spirit reveals, and also learns to keep silent in 
public when appropriate, which must be most of the time. Of course if God doesn’t think you are 
being silent enough, your work load will become lighter. 

One of the first major disappointments encountered by an emerging prophet is the realization that 
there are very few groupings of good guys and bad guys. For example, one in the middle of a 
prophetic vision I was having a little difficulty identifying what I should be doing, so I asked God to 
highlight the "good" people --- that was even more confusing, because some of the enemy 
soldiers were also highlighted. Let that be a lesson to us all, for asking stupid questions! These 
days I try to use more appropriate and certainly more useful questions.  

The good guys are not always good, and the bad guys are not always bad. 

 

Task Orientated 
National and international prophetic work in general tends to be task related, it may develop some 
short to medium term routines, but it is rare for even these to fall into any long term routine. The 
“routine”, if there is one, will be a list of things we become irregularly asked to deal with.  

Since we work on a spiritual dimension, encounters of the fallen spirit kind will be part of our 
regular work. This means that fallen spirits: 

a) Will learn to recognize us, and the type of work we do if we regularly deal with the same 
countries or cities. 

b) Will be able to gauge and test the level of authority we have. 
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c) Will become familiar with how we operate, what makes us angry and what distracts us, 
etc. 

d) Will over time figure out our bad habits, bad theology, and exploit our self imposed 
limitations and use them against us; and most importantly will try to convince us to use 
these things in an irrational way (even against our friends) – so beware. 

e) Will know that if they can distract us and send us on a few regular tangents, they may be 
able to stunt our growth and beat us in the long term. 

The fact that the job is task orientated work gives us opportunity to develop good observation 
skills and fine tune what we do. Ultimately this is a key factor for longevity in the prophetic.  

 

In Conclusion  
I feel that I have said more than enough to either wet the apatite or turn people off completely. So 
to conclude, I will reintroduce some of the final comments from another article. 

Our Effective Response Includes: 

• Discerning God's assignment 

• Proceeding with reasonable faith  

Of course there no point proceeding without faith! But more important is a realistic assessment of 
our faith. As Jesus said, we should not begin something we can not finish. I am not referring to 
home jobs left undone, these only annoy us, but half done spiritual work can impact very heavily 
on other people. 

• Hitting the nails on the head.  

Near misses, and marks on the floor don't count when you're nailing floor boards! As a 
carpenter's apprentice we used to call the indent left in the floor when you missed the nail a “two-
bob”. This is an excellent visual example, you may have scared the nail to death a few times but 
the only result was a lasting imprint of your mistake, because guess what,  floor sanding does not 
remove all the evidence, in fact it often sharpened the edges of the dents! 

• Achieving all the goals 

The only real question is – what do you need to do prophetically to achieve God’s goals? 

 


