
 
 

GGoodd  iiss  aa  CCoonnssuummiinngg  FFiirree  
(Hebrews 12:18, 12:28) 

 

 

SSoo  WWhhaatt  aarree  wwee  MMiissssiinngg??  
I often write about church problems and the associated fall out that's normally ignored. 
However, a recently I had a spiritual dream that was both vision and prophetic sermon and 
is worth trying to translate it into words, because it was a presentation of both problem 
and answer.  

 

The Dream 
The dream was simple enough. I was on fire, but it was not the normal sort of fire, it was holy fire. 
It hurt, it was confusing. I have to admit being a little afraid at first, because it was a very vivid 
dream and looked like real fire, but after the initial fear past, I didn't want it to stop. It was 
wonderful. However it was a visionary dream so it was intense, too short, and was immediately 
followed by prophetic teaching / interpretation.  

 

The Dream Revelation 
God is a Consuming Fire 

The following revelation that began while I slept revolved around Hebrews 12:28, the chapter that 
reminds us that our God is a consuming fire. It's no surprise that the stuff that hurt so much was 
the sin attached to me. As the fire was making me feel truly alive, it also passed through the sin 
and cleansed me. I was having trouble dealing with the power of God that seemed to be all over 
me, but the revelation was that unless you allow the fire to consume you the cleansing will not 
last. Also it will not radiate from your skin like fire and overflow out of you like the river of life you 
are crying out for. It must radiate from your heart, from the heart that has the words of the new 
Covenant written in blood, the same color as the fire you crave for.  

In the days of Noah people were ignoring the warnings of disaster and carrying on with business 
when God acted in a dramatic way. God has a tradition of using elements of fire and water. It can 
be used spiritually as an illustration for other events. Fire and water can both be used literally as a 
form of judgment, cleansing, and deliverance (e.g. Elijah used this literally). It can also be used 
literally in a spiritual way. The fire of the Holy Spirit was visually seen at the burning bush, at 
Pentecost, and other places. I can testify that it is not just an illusion, it feels hot! 

Isaiah saw the Lord and felt unclean (Isa 6). Here was a prophet accustomed to worshiping and 
waiting on God. A man who heard the deep and meaningful thoughts of God. A man who not 
afraid to speak difficult words, but the true presence of God filled him with Holy Fear (awe). He 
needed  a burning coal from the altar, (Isa 6:7) to touch his my mouth before he felt clean enough 
to stand before the Lord. 

Moses first encountered the reality of God when he was called to be a prophet and leader. The 
God of the burning bush appeared to him (Ex. 3:2). People normally talk about his reluctance to 
speak for God. This may be true, but those that speak this way normally ignore the effect of 
encountering a holy God. Moses was suffering from the same overwhelming feelings that were 
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common in face to face meetings. He had become a humble man and so he spoke the truth to 
God of how inadequate and afraid he felt to represent such a powerful God. There is nothing 
wrong with having a holy fear of God, as long as it does doesn't prevent us from following 
instruction. 

Moses and the nation came before the Lord at Mt. Horeb (Ex. 24) (Heb 12:20). We conveniently 
forget that they were there to worship God. They were ordinary people like us, and when they 
heard the thunder and felt the closeness of God they were afraid. They had experienced the fire 
and judgment of God as a literal act that consumed whatever was in its path. They became aware 
of their mortality, and asked Moses to meet with God and do everything for them. 

We forget that this was a tough people used to surviving oppression and slavery. They were not 
wimps, but they discovered that they could not stand in presence of their God.  

John the Baptist came and because he was a prophet and preparing the scene for the Christ, 
he chose a location out of the city, away from the mainstream of religion. He chose water baptism 
as a visual act of repentance from sin and dead acts of devotion. For John, baptism was used to 
point to a new future, a preparation for the coming King, a way to escape "the wrath to come" (Mt 
3:8). As the new Elijah he was aware of his commission to prepare the way for the Christ who 
would "clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire" (Mt 3:12). 

We have overcome those foolish and misleading concepts of Jesus meek and mild. There has 
never been anything mild about Jesus. When Jesus travelled to an area, the spiritual forces knew 
about it. They could sense his presence, and often made odd defensive comments as they 
struggled to hold on to their self assurance.  

 

Prophetic Wisdom 
When revival arrives it provokes a response. The world normally thinks it is amusing, to see 
apparently normal people behaving in such an emotionally open way with God. The devil tries to 
ridicule it and label it as extremism. Many churches reject it and actively work against it because it 
does not conform to any tradition. 

Pentecostal churches often speak of renewal and revival and ask God to inhabit their worship. 
Having been a Pentecostal for 20 years (and Anglican for over 20) I understand this approach. 
We ask God to help us worship, then we sing with a little more feeling and imagine our prayer has 
been answered. We forget that God always enjoys our worship. The problem is not on God’s 
side. 

How easily we confuse group enthusiasm with the Spirit of God. We have become blasé about 
worshiping God. We think we are in the presence of God when we worship, but normally this is 
only true in the general sense that God is everywhere and enjoys our efforts of worship.  

Many worship leaders can bring real quality and make worship sound very spiritual. They can 
"flow in the Spirit" and enjoy interacting with the congregation. Most of the time this “flow in the 
Spirit” is a combination of: musical talent, sensitivity, good planning, and experience. People 
think, "God has turned up!" Being a muso and keen observer I learnt how to do this trick a long 
time ago - it seems to impress people, which is nice, and it does feel very satisfying, but to be 
perfectly honest, there is very little about it that is spiritual. It relies on a good talent more than 
anything else.  

When it comes to church, worship leaders are normally promoted for their musical talent, their 
ability to manipulate the “magic formula” (as discussed above), and their crowd motivating 
abilities. As a result of this, there are not many worship leaders that can actually bring the 
presence of God into a room by being themselves. To be fair, if Pentecostal worship leaders tried 
to use a low key natural approach, they would probably be left off the roster. This is disturbing to 
me.  
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Since I am accustomed to presenting uncomfortable truth, I should point out that there are 
problems with this approach. To bring this into focus, just consider, there are numerous movies 
with “magic formula” moments capable of lifting our spirits on cue and bringing emotional and 
meaningful tears to our eyes, but I never hear anyone shout "God has turned up", at those 
moments.  

Some Christians are capable of entering the presence of God the moment they begin to worship, 
but they are a minority, and not many can stay there. My experience tells me that most people 
need to be carried (and sometimes lifted) bodily into God's presence and soon after the music 
stops they are back on earth again. 

We fool ourselves with comforting thoughts of the Holy Spirit living inside us, but unfortunately 
most people restrict the Holy Spirit to a fairly low level of spiritual access and activity in their lives. 

I am revealing some of the worship leader’s trade secrets and speaking with total honesty here, 
because I want you to understand there is a difference. You see, we have learnt how to imitate 
some of the signs of revival. To begin with we did this for spiritual reasons, because it is so 
beautiful to regularly bask in the presence of God, but real revival bears little resemblance to our 
often repeated formula based forms of worship. We have done this for so long now that we 
readily accept the imitation, and even criticize the musicians if they are not good enough to give 
us our regular free heavenly ride. 

 

The Raw Reality of Revival 
When we really enter God's presence we are blown away. Our spirituality becomes like filthy 
rags.  It can be difficult to do anything. Even staying upright can be difficult. Christians feel dirty 
but know they are facing their maker. Non-Christians are convicted of their sin and their life style. 
This is what revival is really like. It is messy, uncomfortable, hard to deal with. It is popular 
amongst leaders to say stupid things like "we are organizing and preparing the church for revival," 
but all of this organizing normally achieves the opposite of their desires. If revival does come, the 
first thing God will do is blow away our misconceptions and our organization. However it is more 
likely that out efforts to provide strong human structures of organization and well practiced modes 
of worship will prevent revival from arriving in the first place. 

Revival does not respond to organization, it responds to availability, openness and enthusiasm. If 
people want to run with it, it will continue.  There are many examples of this. Normally these are 
from third world countries where the organization is more difficult to achieve and miracles more 
desperately needed. There are places that have experienced revival for over 20 years. However, 
once revival has begun people normally try to organize it and fix the problems that come with it, 
but this only succeeds in chasing it away because it is not a thing you can control. The problem 
with this approach is that we are effectively telling the Holy Spirit “we don’t like the way you are 
working here, we think we could make a lot of improvements.” Of course the truth is that we can 
never improve on the work of the Holy Spirit, our efforts are pathetic in comparison. 

Unless you are willing give God full control there is no point in praying for revival to happen. 
Alternatively, if you accept you can are not meant to control it, your organization takes a 
completely different shape. Instead of organizing an inward looking church you shape an outward 
looking church interested in spreading what it has received and is spilling out of your church. You 
empower people for evangelism, teaching, and free spontaneous worship, etc. You also promote 
spiritual gifts, prayer for the sick, and visitation as the Spirit leads. You observe what the Holy 
Spirit is doing, you enable it, you try to keep up with it – these are the only things that revival 
respects. You encourage people to grow swiftly into their ministries; you don't keep them bogged 
down in lots of needless meetings. In other words you do the opposite to what normally happens, 
you take your hands off and enable, not control and disable. It will be very messy, and you will not 
be able to keep up with God.  

At this point I would like to venture an opinion, that the large majority of prophets become 
prophets because they have accepted the fact that it is better to wait on God and respond to what 
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God is doing than be part of a thousand committees running a thousand programs God is not 
asking us to do. My spiritual father in the faith summed it up with the prayer, "Lord I want to be 
where it's going to happen, not where it's been and gone." Where it's been and gone there is a 
healthy looking congregation and a great deal of organized activity. The church is finally 
becoming comfortable and accepted in the community. Human activity is on the way up, spiritual 
activity is on the way down. It looks wonderful but the rot has already set in. The challenge for the 
church is to keep the hands off, and do what is necessary to stay in the happening mode where 
God is in charge and calls all the shots. 

 

Common Factors 
Every time a form of revival breaks out, there are some common factors such as: 

a) An involuntary (often spontaneous) emotional reaction to the presence of God. 
b) Deep repentance from sin. 
c) Repentance from dead works (inc. dead church programs). 
d) Repentance from controlling/crippling behavior in the church (at least to begin with). 
e) There is plenty of religious opposition. 
f) Dedicated religious people like Paul need a 'Damascus Road' experience to realize they 

have been achieving the opposite of what God wanted. 

 

 

Key Scripture 
(Heb 12:24) and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks 
more graciously than the blood of Abel. (12:25) See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. 
For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less shall we 
escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.  

(Heb12:28) Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus 
let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe. 
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