
 
 

Dream – The Spiritual Dislocation of the Church 
A spiritual dream that ended up a bit like a nightmare. In early October 2009 I was given a 
disturbing dream on the state of the church. 

It went roughly like this: In a dream I was in traditional church building, and part of a gathering 
doing the normal sort of things that happen in a Penticostal church. The service  seemed to going 
to plan. There was a good possitive atmosphere in the meeting. Worship was good and the 
sermon was short but meaty (a difficult thing to achieve), As an observer and participant it was 
very familiar and I felt very much at home even though I had never seen any of these people 
before.  

After the sermon there must have been an alter call of some kind because most of the people 
including myself started moving down the centre isle torward the front. It got weird when we 
reached the alter rail.  

At the alter rail everyone turned left and was being briefly prayed for. After that they completed 
the circle back to their seats smiling. What distracted me was the vision of Jesus. Everyone was 
turning left two meters in front of Jesus and apparently could not see anything. Whether this 
was.Jesus in person or in vision was hard to tell (after all it was a dream), but.when I reached the 
front I intended to go straight ahead and ecounter this person or vision even if that meant 
stepping over the rail.  

When I reached the rail I couldn’t I move any further forward, it was like bouncing off a force field, 
and since there were people behind me I stepped back and went left like the rest. I was shocked, 
this force field was not a warm fuzzy God feeling, it felt like an enemy barrier. I don't take 
directions from the enemy, so I joined the queue three more times, becoming more distressed 
each time. After this  I woke up. I couldn't understand why I was the only one in the church that 
could see Jesus, and was distressed at being blocked from approaching and touching Jesus. 

I said one of my regular prayers, "What's going on!?" Now that I was semi-awake, I started to 
fight back in the spirit. By trial and error, i.e. by failing to break through this barrier, at the first few 
attempts and raising the bar each time, I investgated what the problem was. 

After some meditation I decided to analye the dream and detail what was wrong. I find this helps 
me avoid a lot of interpretation mistakes. Despite all the general appearances: 

1. The service was operating by standard keep it safe and don't rock the boat rules 
2. Worship was smooth but not spiritualy inspiring 
3. The spiritual gifts and ministries were not being encouraged 
4. The good feeling was based more on human familiarity than God 
5. No one knew Jesus was there 
6. Conversely, I guess no one knew he wasn’t there before the alter call happened.  
7. No one knew the way to Jesus was blocked 
8. Enemy activity could happen without the knowledge of the church 

I discovered that the problem was a new version of low level Christianity (or level 1 Christianity). 
This will take some explaining, so let me begin with a long quote. Just to show you I am not 
inventing new criteria to suit myself, here is a piece of old wisdom. 

 

From The Holy Way Newsletter, November 1972 

Level 1. Soulish (or Natural) Worship 
The first level, represented by the court of the Tabernacle is the level of the soul or of 
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human effort. Worship at this level follows an order of worship or liturgy designed by men, 
which is always the same for any given church or group of churches. Certain men called 
ministers are designated to read the liturgy, or "lead the worship." In addition to performing the 
liturgy, they usually preach or teach, using sermons or lectures which they have written. They 
deliver the fruit of their study and meditation on Scripture, divine truth and morals. 

In this kind of worship there are ministers who take an active part in leading the 
worship and lay people who are mainly passive, only making occasional set responses or 
joining in the singing of hymns… 

This type of worship is good because it represents men's best efforts to reach out 
towards their Creator, and to make a response to His love. 

Level 2. Spiritual Worship 
The second level, represented by the Holy Place in the Tabernacle, is the level of 

spiritual worship and walking in the Spirit. Jesus' said that God is a Spirit, and wants His 
people to worship Him in Spirit and truth. Worship at this level follows a free form determined 
by the Spirit, and conforming to the principles outlined by Paul in 1 Cor. 14 (see especially vv. 
26-33). Unlike men's worship patterns, the order of spiritual worship will rarely twice be the 
same. Spiritual worship is characterized by singing in the Spirit, with psalms and spiritual 
songs, the melodies and words being given by the Spirit. No one man stands in front to control 
and leads but all the members participate freely as the Spirit leads them. Ministry is by the 
gifts of the Spirit, in which the Lord speaks directly to His people. Teaching is given by 
inspiration of the Spirit, through people who are yielded to Him. 

Level 3. Perfect Worship 
The third level, represented by the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle, is the level of 

Christ's perfection in His Church. As we learn to worship at this level, we will enter fully into 
His rest. In the Most Holy Place, no thoughts, plans, or emotions of men can enter. There is a 
complete resting, in Him. All burdens and all earthly voices are excluded. We may feel empty 
or seem not to be doing anything at all. Self is forgotten and we gaze, in wonder at Him and 
His beauty. We see Him face to face, looking upon His glory with unveiled face. We talk with 
Him and He with us. He shares all His heart and all His mind with us. We begin to know the 
secrets of His heart, to know Him as He knows us. Before His throne in His Most Holy Place 
there is a perfect union with Him and with each other. There will no longer be any slipping or 
falling or drifting. For we have seen the King in His beauty, and we have become one with 
Him. This type of worship is perfect before God, and is the greatest desire of His heart. 

 

I used the term "low level Christianity" which no doubt will offend people, but having provided my 
framework for judging the viability of Christianity you will begin to understand why. People doing 
level 1 worship or ministry may believe completely in Christ, but they have chosen a public 
expression of their faith that is lacking in depth. In fact, to use the analogy of my dream, they 
become so used to the outward form of their religion that they could not see Jesus if he was 
standing in front of them.  

I had become used to thinking of a reasonable Pentecostal church as using level 2 worship. I now 
see that time has moved on, and so has the Pentecostal church. In its move towards the middle 
ground of Christianity, the western Pentecostal church is well on the way to joining those offering 
level 1 worship and ministry. It can certainly be an enjoyable experience, but it is becoming a 
well managed form of worship that has to tick all the boxes and meet all the right criteria 
before the worship is considered acceptable. These days most of our so called, free church 
worship responses are suggested and prompted by the worship leaders, and we follow these (so 
called free responses) religiously trying to make the most of them. These congregation responses 
now tend to be fairly predictable.  

I had not realized how stage managed our singing and spiritual responses had become till I read 
these old definitions again. I feel ashamed to have deceived myself and others for so long. Like 
the frog in the saucepan I have become comfortable – very slowly heating up for a long time 
without knowing it.  
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I don't recommend it, but a year out of church can be spiritually enlightening. Now that I am out of 
the water I can feel the difference. I have been able to realign my spiritual senses and meditate 
anew on what God is up to. With much sadness, I have to report that the western Pentecostal 
church like all its predecessors thinks that by becoming more popular it is making ground and 
becoming more relevant, but in reality it is losing its spirituality.  

This abdication of spirituality has allowed a territorial spirit to slowly step into the vacuum and 
block access. The more churches become satisfied with nice fuzzy feelings generated through 
various feel good techniques, rather than through genuine Holy Spirit reality, the more room there 
is for the enemy to move. The church can not be satisfied spiritually by accepting level 1 worship. 
By nature, level 1 responses become soul inspired, they scratch us on an emotional level but 
don't go much deeper than that. This level of emotion is what we might receive at any music 
concert. The church is starving to death, (and round it all goes)…  

I have nothing at all against emotional response. Emotional responses are essential and they 
belong in church as much as anywhere else. Over the last 20 years Pentecostal churches have 
developed a more professional approach, but it will not help us avoid this problem – that is just a 
more professional version of the same problem. The same thing that is starving the church to 
death. It is the overall lack of spirituality that is the problem.  

I recognize this pattern. History has seen many of these similar moves to the centre followed by 
gradual fade out. Yet this time it is a little different. The cycle seems much faster this time, 
what took many centuries in the past seems to be happening in only one century. There is always 
a remnant left from a move of God. Sometimes denominations survive to live another day, 
surviving on the form of religion, till another wave of God passes by.  

This time there is an ongoing exodus from western churches (ongoing over many decades). This 
is complicated by the fact that census records tell us there are two to three times more Christians 
(in Australia at least) than go to church, though the census says the overall number of Christians 
is in slow decline. At the same time this is happening, there is an increase in Christianity in third 
world nations (though I have to take the word of others on this).  

The facts are obvious – the western church is suffering a massive dislocation from both 
western society and from Christians in general. It has become so obvious that the only 
way to ignore these truths is to stick your head in the sand (unfortunately many are doing 
this). 

Most people are dismayed by statements like this. Inevitably they think I am having a go at the 
church, however I am not a prophet of doom, I am a prophet of the future. What we have been 
talking about, is exactly the sort of process God enables/allows while preparing the next stage of 
a grand plan - i.e. another revival / renewal / great event / judgment. I believe in a future. I am 
revealing these things because I am exited by the thought of God breaking out yet again, in an 
unexpected way.  

I would like to think that the western Christians no longer going to church are out there pioneering 
a brave new way. But sadly on a large scale this is unlikely to be true.  

Feel good worship can not be a regular conduit for revival because it is "us" centered. It and we 
must be transformed by the breath of God. The strongman of my dream preventing access to 
God is now bound and I look forward to seeing what else God reveals. As for when God will 
break out – yes I feel all those questions too. The answer is that it does not matter how long God 
takes to break out, but I know I will witness it with my own eyes.  
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