
 
 
 
 

Special Revelation (of / from God) - Part 2 
 
 
So having discussed various issues of Special Revelation as it is often presented today, 
this is a rare moment where we can push beyond the problems, the disappointing drivel, 
and junk that is often served up to us as special revelation. 
 
 
 

Here in this article we lift the bar a few notches and discuss: 

What is a more Biblical understanding of  
Special Revelation? 

 
 

(Erikson’s excellent “beginners” theological summaries were used as a 
foundation for the following short discussion of a more correct 
approach to the various elements and issues of Special Revelation 
today. I have tried my best to keep this discussion brief, but deep. I 
hope it prompts you to demand higher meat content in sermons!) 

 
At the start here I would like to acknowledge that theologically, 'special revelation' is 
normally viewed as knowledge from God that leads humanity toward God, or at least 
reveals more about the person of God. However I see no reason why this can not be 
extended to knowledge from God that reveals Gods character and purpose through the 
divine purposes and actions. Surely these things in their own way present attributes that 
should lead toward God.  
 
The Pagan Poet 
Before we begin discussing special revelation it is worth pointing out a certain home 
truth. Not all revelation comes directly from God. A fair amount of revelation is simply 
logical, because after all, belief in God is logical. In fact logic is a useful tool when it 
comes to checking out special revelation if it is combined with a good knowledge of 
Scripture. There is no need to be hyper spiritual and try to label everything with a super 
spiritual meaning, some very deep revelation is a result of stating logical conclusions. 
One such example is found in Acts (17:22-31) where a pagan poet (pagan is such an 
amusing word) had come to a spiritual truth without 'special' revelation. This mind 
blowing revelation was, that since there were so many man made Gods, it was almost 
guaranteed that there would be 'an unknown God' or two. Since many poets have a 
cynical and witty edge, perhaps this poet was hoping that one of these yet unknown 
Gods would prove to be the real deal and more useful than all the others put together! 
When you think about it, this revelation of God is quite profound, but falls into the 
category of general revelation as discussed below, not 'special.' 



 
What is Special Revelation? 
I hear some asking what is Special Revelation? Well believe it or not it is a genuine 
theological term, so here is a brief discussion defining general and special revelation.  
 
 
Revelation is the communication of truth. You could say that the theology (or 
understanding) of this truth is based on God's self revelation. Revelation is a very 
general term that is well used and abused these days, so here are a few more specific 
definitions. 
 
 
General Revelation without Natural Theology 
General revelation is the type of revelation that is generally available to everyone that 
lives and breathes. It is inherently a part of everything because God is the creator, 
provider, and sustainer of all. Whether you have a seven day understanding of creation 
or a more evolutionary understanding, we have the choice of either give thanks to God 
for everything or we can treat it all as an accident of natural selection. Paul says sin has 
marred the witness of general revelation, and that like the rest of creation it is under a 
curse (Rom 8:18-25). Romans says that even though the general revelation of God 
should point us toward God, it does not enable the unbeliever to find specific knowledge 
of God (Rom 3). As we all know it is possible for individuals and groups to substitute 
confusing and alternative concepts that lead away from the simple visible truths of God's 
creation. Also, general revelation tends to be interpreted through the windows of culture 
and experience.  
 
Calvin said mankind needs the 'spectacles of faith' or special revelation. The human race 
has always demanded proof, but the basis of salvation was the same in the Old 
Testament as it is in the New Testament - that is by faith, it is faith that delivers us from 
the condemnation of the law and the ideals we repeatedly fail to keep. Even those that 
like to claim to live a 'good' life must acknowledge that they often fail their own standards 
of good. Therefore even when general revelation succeeds and points us toward God it 
ends up making us guilty not righteous. Hence the proliferation of religions that either 
deny sin or provide an easy way out (i.e. convince yourself it doesn't exist, just pay for it, 
use various mantras, or pray a few times a day and hope God will work it all out 
somehow). 
 
 
Implications 
Therefore the implications of general revelation (as also revealed by Paul's masterly 
arguments in the early chapters of Romans) are that: 

1. All have access the general revelation and knowledge God.   
2. Sin distorts all revelation to some extent.   
3. Because all have known something of God, all are responsible for their response 

to God based on general revelation.   
4. A world wide knowledge of God already exists at various levels.   
5. Because of the confusion created by sin, general revelation does not provide a 

clear path to any Biblical revelation.  
6. God's truth has to be 'uncovered' by those that seek. 

 



 
 
God's Particular Revelation 
Special revelation builds upon general revelation, meaning that it will share a common 
subject mater (knowledge base), and understanding. Therefore if we make the mistake 
of accepting an imperfect foundation, whatever we build will incorporate and reflect 
those imperfections even if we can't see them ourselves. 
 
 
What makes Special Revelation Special? 
General revelation is just that - 'general.' The mystery of special revelation is that it hits 
home at a personal level - because: 

1. At a personal level, other aspects of God are revealed that were not previously 
understood (i.e. God reveals another name to Moses).  

2. God enters into personal covenant.  
3. God gives personal experiences.  
4. On a one to one level God is revealed and experienced as a person. 

 
 
God as a Transcendent Caring Being 
In Special Revelation God is revealed as a transcendent being, with unlimited power, not 
limited by the human limitations of knowledge, space & time. 
Therefore in many ways revelation involves God lowering himself to communicate at our 
level. God is trying to communicate divine thoughts through the severe limitations of 
human language, theology, daily experiences, and dreams. God does not do this lightly; 
it is obvious that such an endeavor will guarantee many errors and misunderstandings, 
but God perseveres with this course because it is the only way of interacting with us at a 
personal level with us.  
 
 
The Analogical Nature of Special Revelation 
God has our knowledge amplified to an infinite extent, the degree is much less. We find 
this difficult because unlike us God is knowledgeable on all sides of an analogy. 
 
 
Special Revelation can be revealed in Historical Events 
The Bible emphasizes a whole series of divine events by which God has made himself 
known. For example, the call of Abraham, the provision of Isaac, and the crossing of the 
Red Sea, were all examples of God's self-manifestation. 
 
 
Divine Speech 
'The word of the Lord came to me' (Jer 18:1), Despite the fact that there are numerous 
false prophets in the Bible (and also today), the prophet of God is charged with 
presenting the wisdom and revelation of God to all that will accept it.  
The other main avenue of receiving revelation is through the Son. God has spoken in 
times past, and now through his Son (Heb 1:1-2). Telling us about himself, plans, and 
will. It comes in a human language.  
 



Some use this Scripture to say that prophesy does not exist today, but this makes 
nonsense of both the verse and its wider context. The writer was not trying to argue for 
that, and other Scripture of a similar period supports revelation through prophesy. Also if 
you follow that thought through you would have to argue for the cessation of all special 
revelation since the birth of Christ (then what do you do with The Revelation of John?). 
Whether you say prophesy is from the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit, true prophesy 
still qualifies as revelation on some level. 
 
 
The Incarnation 
Christ’s humanity represents a contact to divine revelation.  Hebrews says the 
incarnation is superior to previous forms of revelation. Ephesians says the fullness of 
God dwelt in Christ, so it was not only by revelation; it was through the very presence of 
God. The message of Jesus, the voice of Jesus, the actions of Jesus demonstrated the 
Father's attributes. The ultimate revelation of God - We have looked, touched, and seen, 
'He who has seen me has seen the Father' (Jn. 14:9). 
 
An odd theory we could consider is that the incarnation has replaced all previous forms 
of revelation. This is an extreme theory but is selectively popular amongst those that like 
to construct their own versions of theology. It is an argument of selective convenience 
because there are any number of exceptions (like this) that can be conveniently 
adopted. Such a strict theory even rules out the Old Testament as a primary source of 
revelation. Ultimately the only argument required to dismiss any theory that follows this 
path comes from the same verse used to support it, namely that the incarnation is 
superior. The fact that the "incarnation is superior" does not mean we should dismiss or 
feel able to alter what came before. It means we need to examine it in the light of the 
incarnation. As a result, things like animal sacrifice are dismissed, some things receive a 
change of focus, but some things like our human need for revelation don't appear to 
change at all.  
 
 
Special Revelation: 
Propositional or Personal? 
The following points are extremely relevant considering how randomly the word 
revelation is often applied. 

1. Revelation is the communication of truth (not speculation or speculation dressed up 
as truth). Faith is the response to that truth.  

2. Revelation is also the presentation of a person; therefore faith is an act of personal 
trust.  

3. Theology is God's self revelation. 
 
 

From “The Lord from Heaven” (Leon Morris, p71) 
The phrase 'the wisdom of God' (Pr. 8:22ff) was commonly used to 
refer to God's revelation to mankind. This of referred to a very close (or 
deep) association between the giver (God) and the receiver. The depth 
of this association enabled God's revelation to be received clearly. 

 
 
 



Who can Receive this Revelation? 
I would like to say that all can receive special revelation from God in this way, but of 
course that is not exactly true, it takes more than relationship, otherwise there would be 
many 1000's receiving direct earth shattering wisdom and information and the world 
would be a much better place. Paul fully accepted this, that is why he described the body 
as having many parts (1 Cor 12:14), and later said “…Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 
Are all teachers? …”  
 
Never the less, the principle is sound that all may receive and accept a general 
revelation of God, because God is revealed through creation, through the law, and 
through Christ (Romans). Also, surely we should follow Paul’s advice, and make it our 
aim to prophesy. Special revelation can be an extremely personal thing, therefore we 
should all aspire to receive the special revelation of God at some level. 
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