
 

  
The Social Media Church 
 

The following article was written in 2010-2011. It started as reply to an email, but 
quickly became a voice calling to those with eyes to see. 

 
 

This is voice of one crying out in the wilderness - not the wilderness of the world, 
but the wilderness of the church and its denominations. 

 

 The challenge is out there. How do you raise up a new spiritual model 
that centres on Christianity, humility, enjoyment of meditation, the 
benefits of understanding Scripture (i.e. quality exposition, etc), 
empowering the believer, and enabling the life giving power of the Spirit? 

 

To Whom it may Concern, 
I think I can safely say that the Charismatic church in Australia is dead, and has been dead for 

at least 20 years. Yes I have heard about the New Charismatic Revival, but it is far too early to call 
this a long term movement as yet. The original Charismatic movement swept across the nation, and 
across denominations. Ten years later it was still going strong, but now it is all history. 

From my point of view that is a good thing. Once you have started to ignore the principles that 
made something work, you might as well move on. 

The Pentecostal church thinks it is the successor of the Charismatic church, but it is not even 
close. As we should all know, it was actually a precursor of the Charismatic movement. Now it wants 
to pretend it embraced it with open arms. Unfortunately it does not have any of the flexibility or 
enough of the sensitivity the Charismatic movement had.  

The power driven (both human and spirit) style that is designed to steam role all in its path, has 
become accepted as the new Pentecostal model, because it works. But the fact that something works 
does not make it either spiritually beneficial or best spiritual practice. The truth is that the spiritual 
casualty rate in these churches is very high. Large numbers of people drift in and out. Many of these 
people do not try again. Whatever happened to the ‘see how these Christians love one another?’ 

The challenge is out there. How do you raise up a new spiritual model that centres on 
Christianity, humility, enjoyment of meditation, the benefits of understanding Scripture (and quality 
exposition etc), empowering the believer, and enabling the life giving power of the Spirit? 

I was a worship leader in a Pentecostal church for nearly 20 years, and eventually had to give it 
away because I could no longer reconcile myself to the way it was becoming more and more driven 



from the front. It was a steady but never ending transition from sharing worship with the congregation, 
to making sure the congregation does what the leaders want.  

These days it does not seem to matter what God wants to do. If the worship leader does not 
follow what the leaders are trying to achieve in the service they will soon find themselves demoted to 
backup singing. If one uses musical technique to craft a number of songs together with suitable 
emotion and creativity, it is possible to achieve the desired result whatever that is. This can be very 
beautiful to be a part of, but there is no way it can be considered as true worship. True worship is like 
true liturgy, it is “the work of the people” not the considered and crafted work of a few leaders.  

After many years of working at this formula approach, I found I could achieve a “spiritual 
outcome” almost every time (almost like clockwork), but increasingly I began to feel very cheap. 
People would still thank me for great worship. I know it was enjoyable and good, but I did not feel like 
I was not always worshipping God in spirit and truth. To tell the truth, I felt like I was often blocking 
God from moving freely. Sometimes I would ignore the directions of the pastor and follow the leading 
of the Spirit, but after the allotted time for worship, the pastor would step in and resume his own 
agenda. 

Give me the Holy Way style of worship any day! Spiritual stuff happens or it doesn’t, and either 
way we enjoy the presence of God with no pressure to perform. Everyone brings something spiritual 
to share – it’s so relaxed and refreshing!  

At the moment I do not attend any church regularly and – surprise, surprise – my spiritual life is 
more alive, and my worship is more real. Of course my church friends do not understand this. They 
think it must be a delusion. They still instinctively think non-church goers are all back-sliders that need 
to be saved. I think there will be some huge surprises in heaven! 

It is a sad truth that the church is afraid of the internet; and therefore it is trying to avoid a future 
that firmly embraces it.  

Two years ago (in 2009) I was really surprised to find that the Indonesian section of the Holy 
Way did not have any site at all – so many people (15,000 or more), and almost no information 
sharing (oh yes, they do use face book! – but not much theological discussion happens there! LOL!). I 
know we have to be careful, but this was ridiculous. It is however not out of character for the church in 
general. 

The immediate target congregation for the THW web site is at least 15,000 Indonesian Holy 
Way members and friends – not a shabby number to start with. After that there are the U.S. and other 
western connections. I do not have sites that will attract random interest, so whatever hits are 
generated will be purpose driven, and I like that. 

Occasionally when asked, I tell pastors about this, and they are amazed by these possible 
numbers – wow, 15,000! I’m sure most are green with envy. Yet at the same time they cannot 
understand why I do not try and run a normal church.  

Even though church leaders feel compelled to check their email every day, there is some kind 
of subconscious blindness (or fear) and misunderstanding operating here. It seems that many church 
people see the times and seasons we live in, but cannot recognize that we are required to do 
something directly about it.  

As I often say, more of the same, will produce more of the same results. If ‘the same’ is really 
working, well and good, but for most churches ‘the same‘ has not been working for many years. We 
are fooling ourselves if we treat the internet as a minor social distraction from ‘the real business of 
church.’ We call it social media, we reflect on what a major impact it is having these days, and then 
because we subconsciously do not like to think of how it will affect the church, we have to amend that 
statement by acting like it is not important for the church.  



Any form of major social interaction provides a major forum for church fellowship. Perhaps we 
should reflect that the church used to be a major part of social media. When John was writing letters 
to the churches, he considered he was having fellowship with those churches – how much more 
effective are the communication systems available today? We all know they far more effective, so 
they are capable of providing a major avenue for fellowship, and major fellowship equals church. 

To me, it is a matter of obvious truth – the church that meets on Sunday has been shrinking in 
Australia for many decades. What is it like in your region? Yet there is still a healthy percentage that 
consider themselves Christian (about 55% - This is despite the normal stigma attached to admitting 
you are Christian). Trying to live according to what happened 5 or 50 years ago while trying to appear 
relevant and with it, can only be viewed as a peculiar form of blind madness. It is the surest way to 
destroy whatever we are praying for and trying to create.  

The Anglican church does not have enough ministers. The Pentecostal church in Australia has 
more pastors than it needs, but the overall quality is not good, many of the good ones have left 
(pushed out by the ambitious ones), and have not been followed up. I know a number of these people 
who have excellent pastoral gifts – we need these humble pastors that are willing to step aside – we 
do not need the ambitious ones that take their place. This will only allow problems to continue 

Comparatively, there are very few ‘on line’ pastors, and the opportunities are always 
expanding. The only limit is our imagination. The pay is the same as most small churches $000 – yep, 
absolutely nothing, except that now you can do whatever paid work you like without being criticized by 
the flock because they don’t think it appropriate for church pastor – now don’t knock it, this is a huge 
bonus!.  

I know that large numbers of churches have web sites, but there is precious little on most of 
them. Most of these sites are used to advertise a physical address, and provide the general flavor of 
the physical church, but these sites are normally hard to find because they are so rarely used. They 
all suffer from the same standard problems – You have to know what you are looking for before you 
can find them, and you only use them once to find a phone number and address. 

Will on line churches/fellowships ever replace meeting together? I hope not! Surely the church 
as a physical meeting place will survive for many decades yet. However it will have to adapt to a 
society that is rapidly changing.  It is only a matter of time before on line churches become an 
accepted reality. They have not established themselves yet, and for the first 10 years or so they will 
be ignored and dismissed by the traditions forms of church.  

Seeing 10 years into the future is very hard (at least I don’t think it’s hard), but seeing 20 to 30 
years into the future is much more difficult. One thing is certain, there is no point in living 10 to 20 
years in the past, as is happening in the church at the moment. 

Do we really need to wonder what God is doing these days? Is it so hard to see? Fortunately, 
some of what God is doing is not hard to see.  

 

Predictions 
These would have to be the easiest predictions I have ever made! 

1. Various forms of On-Line fellowship will become the main form of fellowship for the majority of 
Christians over the next 20 years or so.  

Meeting together, will remain important but slowly become secondary as more and more church 
decisions are made at a social media level. Christians are a conservative lot, so this will take a good 
20 years. This change should not be a surprise, it has been at least 10 years in progress already. 
How strange that most churches are trying to stay in control, or are ignorant of it, but it does pose 
some questions like: 



• What will this do to the physical form of the church building? 
• What will it do to the insecurities of Christians that do not like the ‘bigger’ picture? 
• What kinds of mixed physical and social media churches will be raised up? 
• How will pastors survive in this new picture? 

This is already happening. Like it or not it will continue. We will only come to terms with it if we accept 
what is happening. If we fight it we will fall behind and become irrelevant. If we accept it, we can begin 
to work with what is happening. One thing is certain – God is capable working with any social 
movement, he may even be promoting it – and surely the job of a Christian is work with God, not 
against God. 

2. Eventually, all denominations will have dedicated on-line pastors (though I don’t know of any that 
deliberately do it yet). 

No, it’s not science fiction or spiritual fiction. Like a lot of prophesy, these are just obvious home truths 
that Christians are afraid of, because it means things will have to change.  

3. The speed of technological change will continue to increase. 

I remember the first businesses that decided to start large scale on line stores with no retail shops at 
all. People said they were crazy, it was a bit risky, and might not catch on! Seems like a long time ago 
now, but it was only 25 years or so (about 1985 I think). The speed of this type of change is still 
increasing. The church, that often appeared to be 10 years behind, will soon be more like 20 years 
behind the times. The next 20 years is a dangerous period for the church.  

4. Being 20 years behind the times today is a serious matter.  

Falling behind is easy and comfortable – keeping up is a constant challenge. Falling 20 years (or 
more) behind today is a serious matter. Unless as a church you are offering a quality product from 
yester-year (i.e. an excellent choir, classical music and mass, etc), you will be one of the churches 
that either fades away, or relies on transfer growth for your survival. 

5. Large numbers of traditional church buildings around the world will be sold on the open market.  

It has been a steady trickle for 50 years, but the water is rising so the flow must increase. Up to 50% 
of current church buildings will be looking for new owners over the next 25 years. Most of these 
buildings will be lost from country areas.   

6. As the church falls further out of step with what God is doing in the world, the moral accountability 
(and moral compass) of the church will continue to become less relevant for the society around it.  

Not because the Bible is irrelevant – on the contrary! The Bible is relevant to every age, and every 
decade. The question is, as the difficulties and needs of society change around us, can we find a way 
to remain relevant and impart this importance to others. 

Pastor Spencer  
 


