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FOREWORD  
 
 

Every church and denomination has its own liturgies and traditions of 
worship. These forms differ greatly; and each group defends its own 
traditions with considerable heat.  
 
These traditions all grow out of a genuine desire and need to worship 
and glorify God. The form that the worship takes is at least in part 
influenced by the particular personality or tastes of the worshipers and 
is thus a valid expression of their relationship with God. 
 
But with all their differences, these traditions of worship all have one 
thing in common: they almost completely ignore the admonitions 
concerning Christian worship found in the Bible. This peculiarity is 
causing many serious minded Christians today to re-examine their 
forms of worship. and to seek the way back to the pattern which God 
has given us from the beginning. 
 
This present study examines several aspects of the Biblical teaching 
on worship. showing how the Old Testament types are fulfilled in the 
New, how the New Testament Church worshipped, and making 
suggestions for worship in the church of the Twentieth Century. 
 
The author is fully aware that much which is said in the following 
pages will perhaps seem too radical to many people in the churches. 
But these Biblical truths are set forth here for the benefit of those who 
wish to re-examine their forms in the light of the New Testament 
practice. It is also hoped that some will be encouraged to investigate 
these matters more fully and to seek ways to return to a more Biblical 
type of worship. 
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CHAPTER 1 
 
ATTITUDE IN WORSHIP  
 
Jesus told the woman in Samaria (John 4:24) that: "God is a Spirit, 
and they who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth."  
 
 
1. Worship in Righteousness 
God wants us to approach Him in truth and righteousness. Many 
times in Scripture we see the instruction to "worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness" (Psalm 96:9). Again in Psalm 24:3,4 we read: 
"Who shall ascend to the hill of the Lord, and who shall stand in His 
Holy Place? He that has clean hands. and a pure heart, and has not 
lifted up his heart unto vanity or sworn to deceive his neighbour. "  
 
"Clean hands" speaks of our deeds the works of our hands. If we wish 
to approach the Holy God, we must walk in righteousness and do 
those things which are right in His sight.  
 
"Pure heart" speaks of God's righteousness within us. God wants not 
only righteous deeds, but hearts and minds which are free from evil 
intentions, and in which God's holy laws are written (Jer 31:33; II Cor 
3: 3).  
 
We are not to "lift up our heart unto vanity." This means that we not 
only avoid sin, but we avoid all needless conversation, all small talk. 
all activities, thoughts, and words which do not advance God's 
Kingdom.  
 
In saying that we must not "swear to deceive our neighbour," the 
Psalmist is teaching us that we must be honest with all men, not 
deceitful in business or in our talk with others. Jesus said, if you come 
to offer your gift to God, and there remember that your neighbour has 
any occasion against you, you must first make this right with the 
neighbour, and then come and worship the Lord. 
 
In our churches today, there are perhaps many people who are not 
really converted, they have not yet really received God's 
righteousness. They are still walking in their sins, at odds with God 
and with their neighbours. Our evangelistic efforts often have only 
attracted people to come to church, and have not really brought 
people into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. We have hoped 
that once in the church, they would eventually believe and be saved, 
and receive God's righteousness. Worse yet some churches have 
accepted sin as "normal" , expecting their people to come and confess 
their sins, only to go out and continue in sin.  
 
But God seeks those who will worship in truth and righteousness. He 
wants worship only from those who are truly "born again" and made 
righteous through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom 3:21,22). We cannot 
make ourselves righteous through any amount of effort. But by faith 
we can receive the righteousness of God as a gift of grace (Rom 
3:24). When we believe in Jesus Christ and receive Him as our 
Saviour, we are saved (set free) from our sins. We are made 
righteous by faith in Him (Rom 5:1). We are not sinners any more, but 
righteous in the sight of God. All our past sins are forgiven by God and 
not remembered anymore. More over, the power of sin is broken. We 
are dead unto sin, but alive unto righteousness.  
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Properly our evangelism should be adjusted to bring people to believe 
and accept Jesus Christ and His righteousness first; and only then 
come to church. If we are in a state of sin, we should settle this matter 
first; and then gather to worship God "with a pure heart."  
 
The Christian life not only begins by faith, but it also continues by 
faith. In the Gospel is manifested the power of God It from faith to 
faith; as it is written: 'He who is justified shall live by faith"' (Rom 1:17), 
We are justified (made righteous) by believing in Jesus' salvation. We 
continue in righteousness by believing in Jesus' continual grace to 
help.  
 
Many Christians fail to live holy lives because they do not know that 
they can. "According to your faith be it unto you." If we believe that the 
power of sin is so great that we cannot get free of it, then we shall no 
doubt continue in sin. But if we believe that His grace is sufficient for 
us, then, no doubt, we shall continue in His holiness. We shall yield 
our members to God as instruments of righteousness (Rom 6:13). 
Then when we gather for worship we shall be able to worship "in the 
beauty of holiness." 
 
Therefore, why should we make our church services into occasions 
for publicly lamenting our sins? How much more pleasing to God if we 
would get right with God and man first and then gather to worship in 
truth.  
 
 
2. Worship in Spirit 
God also wants us to worship in Spirit, because God is Spirit. Much of 
the worship in our churches is good, but it is not spiritual worship. It 
comes out of the heart and the mind of man, and follows patterns set 
up by men. 
 
The Bible speaks of a more radical, spiritual type of worship, in which 
God's Spirit causes our spirit to worship according to His patterns. In 
Eph 5:18,19 we read: "Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess, but 
be filled with the Spirit of God, speaking to each other in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and giving praise to the Lord in 
your heart." Or again in Eph 6:18 we read: "Pray continually in the 
Spirit." We are asked to worship God continually in the Spirit. 
 
In I Cor 14:14,15 we find the definition of prayer in the Spirit and also 
of the spiritual songs mentioned in Ephesians: "If I pray in tongues, 
my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. What shall I say then? I shall 
pray in the Spirit and I shall pray also with my mind; and I shall sing in 
the Spirit, and I shall sing also with my mind." Thus prayer in the Spirit 
is prayer in tongues (i.e., in the Spirit's own language); and singing in 
the Spirit is singing in tongues. Spiritual worship includes prayer and 
praise in the language which the Spirit Himself gives; and it is worship 
which is inspired and directed by the Spirit. 
 
In our private devotions we will pray much "in the Spirit," because "he 
who prays in tongues edifies himself" (I Cor 14:4). We need the 
edification of the Spirit: "building up yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Spirit" (Jude 20). As we do so our spirit becomes 
one with His Spirit, our will is united with His will, our thoughts become 
as His thoughts. "we have the mind of Christ" (1 Cor 2: 16) , and our 
most unruly member, the tongue, is yielded to Him to use as He wills. 
The Spirit of God flows in us as we let His words flow from our lips. 
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Our feeble praises are perfected by the Spirit's praise in us. Our 
words which are so inadequate are displaced by His wealth of 
expression. The Spirit continually witnesses within us to the wonderful 
comforting, strengthening presence of Jesus, and the Spirit of God 
bears witness with our spirit that we are the sons of God (Rom 8:16).  
 
When Christians gather together, their spiritual worship should include 
the exercise of the nine manifestations or gifts of the Spirit listed by 
Paul in I Cor 12:7-11. As our tongues and other members are yielded 
to the Lord, He is able to speak through us and to direct our worship 
according to His plan. He will use all the members of His Body to 
minister one to another with prophecy, word of wisdom. knowledge, 
etc. This is our worship together. We do not just hear man's words, 
but the words of God Himself. Our worship is no longer passive -- just 
listening to one man lead the liturgy and preach. But all take part in 
the spiritual worship under the direction of the Spirit, who divides His 
manifestations to all as He wills (1 Cor 12:11).  
 
The close relation of the spiritual gifts and Christ's commandment to 
love God and one another is shown in I Cor 13. Some people have 
tried to interpret the love of I Cor 13 as a substitute for the gifts or 
manifestations of the Spirit. But if we examine the context, we see that 
love is here presented as the "more excellent way" to receive and 
exercise the gifts of the Spirit (I Cor 12:31). Without love, we may 
minister in the Spirit, but the fruit of the Spirit is not evident in our 
lives. We are empty and make a poor witness through our personal 
life.  
 
But love without the gifts of the Spirit is merely a nice feeling or 
emotion. If my neighbour is sick, I can sit at home and feel love for 
that person. But the love of Jesus makes me go there, lay hands on 
him, and heal. If my neighbour is discouraged or depressed, I go in 
the love of Jesus and deliver a word of wisdom or prophecy for 
"edification, exhortation, and comfort." (I Cor 14:3). The proper order 
of things is: (1) follow after love, and (2) seek spiritual gifts (I Cor 
14:1). The spiritual gifts make the love practical and demonstrable. 
 
We will not be proud as we minister to God and to each other in the 
Spirit, for we will realise that this spiritual worship is not of ourselves, 
but a gift from God. We are servants, ministering to each other, 
delivering God's blessings. Our own words and deeds, we recognise 
as inadequate to worship God or to meet the needs of our neighbour. 
Therefore we do not try to minister by ourselves. We let the Spirit of 
God work in us and through us to minister His life-giving love to 
others. As we exercise the gifts or manifestations of the Spirit, we truly 
worship God, and we truly manifest God's love.  
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CHAPTER II 
  
OFFERING SACRIFICE 
 
Central in all true worship is an element of offering or sacrifice. God 
loved and He gave; He sacrificed His only Son for us. If we love God, 
we will also want to sacrifice something for Him. Under the Old 
Covenant daily worship centred around two types of sacrifices, the 
sacrifice of animals on the altar of burnt sacrifice, and the offering of 
incense on the altar of incense. In order to understand the 
significance of this we must have some understanding of the 
Tabernacle and its furnishings. The Tabernacle consisted of a large 
court yard which opened on one end. Just inside the gate of entrance 
was the altar of burnt sacrifice. Every day the priests slew animals in 
the court yard, poured out their blood, arid burned the flesh on the 
altar. Also in the court yard was the laver where the priests observed 
ceremonial washings.  
 
Towards the back of the court yard was a tent which was divided into 
two parts. The first, called the Holy Place, contained a table with the 
shew bread, a seven-branched candle stick, and the altar of incense. 
This altar of incense was placed directly in front of the veil which 
separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, which contained 
the Ark of the Covenant with the tables of the Law. The priests 
ministered daily in the Holy Place; but only once a year, on the Day of 
Atonement, the High Priest alone was allowed to enter the Most Holy 
Place.  
 
 

 

 6



 
All things in the Tabernacle and in Old Testament worship become 
types which are fulfilled in New Testament worship. We shall therefore 
receive understanding of Christian sacrifice as we consider the two 
centres of Old Testament daily worship -- the altar of burnt sacrifice 
and the altar of incense. 
 
 
1. The Altar of Burnt Sacrifice 
Every day the people offered animals which were without spot or 
blemish. These were killed by the priests. Their blood was poured out 
and their flesh burned on the altar of burnt sacrifice. In God's 
economy there is an unchanging principle that "without the shedding 
of blood, there is no remission of sin" (Heb 9:22). We could also say 
that without offering of sacrifice, there is no true worship of God.  
 
We do not any longer offer animal sacrifices on the altar; because this 
type has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who, as a Lamb without spot or 
blemish, offered himself as a perfect and sufficient sacrifice for all the 
sins of all people for all times.  
 
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that 
have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made 
with hands. that is. not of this creation) He entered once for all into the 
Holy Place. taking not the blood of goats and calves but His own 
blood. thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of 
defiled persons with the blood of goats, and bulls and with the ashes 
of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God. Heb 9:11-14.  
 
We do not need a tabernacle or temple anymore because the 
tabernacle was only a type of heaven; and the Ark of the Covenant of 
the throne of God. Jesus entered into heaven itself and sits upon the 
throne. We do not need to kill animals because Jesus has become the 
Lamb of God. We do not need to pour out the blood of animals, 
because Jesus has shed His Blood. 
 
The animal sacrifices could not save people from their sins. They only 
covered the sins and diverted the wrath of God. But Jesus' sacrifice is 
able to "save to the uttermost those who come to God by Him" (Heb 
7:25). He brings perfect forgiveness; He breaks the power of sin; He 
gives a conscience free from blame; He gives us free access to the 
very presence of the living God. We are set free from dead works of 
the Law, to worship the living God in Spirit and truth.  
 
If God has offered His Son for us, we also want to offer something to 
Him. 
 
I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your rightful worship (Rom 12:1).  
 
We offer ourselves to Him. We offer our bodies to Him to use as He 
pleases. We offer our members to Him that they may become 
instruments of His righteousness (Rom 6:13). We put ourselves and 
everything we have into His hands -- our jobs, our pleasures, our 
families, our money (!), our possessions, our friends, everything. This 
is the ultimate meaning of conversion.  
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Formerly we claimed all these things for ourselves, and we wanted to 
control them and order them according to our plan. Now we know that 
all is gift from God. We no longer call anything our own. We even 
know that we are not our own, but have been bought with a price, the 
price of Jesus' blood. Now all is in His hands to control and order 
according to His plan. 
 
This offering of ourselves as a sacrifice to Him is true worship.  
 
But let us notice that we offer a "holy sacrifice , acceptable unto God." 
Under the Old Covenant men offered animals "without spot or 
blemish." Dare we offer an old, sinful nature to God? Should we not 
rather offer Him the new nature, justified, sanctified, saved to the 
uttermost through Christ's sacrifice and the washing of His blood. 
 
There is a time to confess our sins and to make things right with God. 
This is repentance. Repentance is not worship. but must precede 
worship. Let us not fool ourselves into continually coming before God 
with fake humility, confessing our sins over and over; and calling this 
worship. Rather let us straighten these things out first that we may 
offer acceptable sacrifice to God, worshipping "in the beauty of 
holiness." We can walk continually in God's holiness so that we may 
offer this holy worship unto Him. 
 
God has given us a form of worship in which the sacrifice of ourselves 
is united with Christ's sacrifice. This is the Holy Communion. Here 
Jesus offers the sacrifice of His broken Body and His poured out 
Blood under the appearance of bread and wine. We receive His Body 
and His Blood, uniting our sacrifice of ourselves with His great 
sacrifice of Himself. Mankind has invented many other acts of 
worship. But this is the one Jesus Himself gave us, so that, receiving it 
daily, we might continually remember His sacrifice and its benefits -- 
that we might continually walk by His strength in the new life, with a 
conscience free from blame, in fellowship with the living God, entering 
with Him into heavenly places, united in one Body with Him and with 
all the saints of all ages, praising and worshipping God together.  
 
 
2. The Altar of Incense 
Every morning and afternoon in the tabernacle, the priests burned 
spices on the altar of incense, prepared, mixed, and offered in 
accordance with God's specific instructions. The smoke from the 
burning of these spices ascended before the mercy seat of God as a 
sweet smelling savour in His presence (Exodus 30:7-9; 34-36). 
 
As we apply the symbolism (types) in the tabernacle to the Christian 
life, we will see the entrance gate as a type of Christ, the "door of the 
sheep." By the door we enter into the new life (court yard), where we 
are justified and sanctified by Christ's sacrifice (altar of burnt 
sacrifice), washed by the water of Baptism (laver), dead unto sin, but 
alive unto righteousness. This prepares us for the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, symbolised by the entrance into the Holy Place. The Holy Place 
speaks to us of the life in the Spirit.  
 
The altar of incense is found, not in the courtyard, but in the Holy 
Place, precisely in front of the Most Holy Place and the Ark of the 
Covenant. Thus we must understand that the worship of the altar of 
incense is spiritual worship, offered by they who have been washed, 
sanctified, and filled with God's Holy Spirit. The smoke of the burning 
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incense represents our prayers in the Spirit ascending as a sweet 
smelling savour before the throne of God. 
 
In the Early chapters of Acts God has associated two events with the 
offering of incense in the temple. These events represent for us two 
types of prayer in the Spirit.  
 

 
 
 
The first of these events occurred on the day of Pentecost at the time 
of the morning incense. God's Holy Spirit was poured out upon the 
disciples as they prayed together; and they began to praise God in 
new languages as the Spirit gave them utterance, "proclaiming the 
wonderful works of God." Thus for us the morning incense is fulfilled 
in our praise in the Spirit. This spiritual praise and worship is 
described in Eph 5:18-20 as follows:  
 
Do not get drunk with wine for that is debauchery; but be filled with the 
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 
always and for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to God the Father.  
 
This spiritual praise is recommended as a continual sacrifice: 
Through Him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His name, Heb 13:15. 
 
With our own words we would have a hard time to praise God 
continually. But the Holy Spirit gives us a song in our heart and words 
on our lips, which are adequate to praise Him continually. Our prayer 
and praise in the Spirit is an offering acceptable to God, ascending 
before His throne as a sweet smelling savour. 
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The other event is recounted in Acts 3. Peter and John were going up 
to the temple at the hour of the afternoon incense. They met a cripple 
whom they healed in the name of Jesus and with the power of His 
Spirit. In this we see the afternoon incense associated with the 
inspired anointed word of spiritual ministry. The Word of God 
produces the thing of which it speaks. With the word of His mouth 
God was able to call into being the whole created order. With the gifts 
of the Spirit we receive the life-giving, creative words of God in our 
mouths. We too can heal with a word of command in the name of 
Jesus. We too can speak prophetic words of comfort, exhortation, and 
guidance, impart ministries and spiritual gifts, and proclaim the Gospel 
of the Kingdom with saving power.  
 
The Spirit also helps us in intercession, "for we know not what to ask 
for as we ought; but the Spirit intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words" (Rom 8:26). Intercession in the Spirit is powerful. We 
can believe God to answer prayer in the Spirit, for we know that the 
Spirit prays according to the will of God. As we continue to pray in the 
Spirit, often He will give us a deep burden of  intercession, and we will 
struggle and do battle in the Spirit. Sometimes we will know for what 
need the Spirit is interceding; sometimes we will not. But eventually 
we will feel the burden released, and we will know that the Lord has 
heard and answered. The powers of darkness have been defeated 
and God's victory secured. 
 
This ministry by the gifts of the Spirit and by intercession of the Spirit, 
we also offer to God as a sweet smelling savour, acceptable to Him.  
 
We need to remember that God gave express instructions concerning 
the spices used and the method of mixing the incense (Ex 30:9, 34-
38). And God forbade them to offer anything which was not according 
to His specifications. This can serve as a warning to us not to attempt 
to offer praise and prayers to God or to minister to other people 
according to our own thoughts and wisdom or according to earthly 
worship patterns, but only according to the anointing and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
When Moses had set up the first tabernacle in the wilderness 
according to all God's plan, and the first animals were sacrificed on 
the altar according to God's instructions, it was not necessary for them 
to light a fire on the altar. Fire came down from heaven and devoured 
the sacrifice (Lev 9:22-24). It is not because of our eloquence or 
cleverness or enthusiasm that our worship is effective, but because of 
the anointing and fire of God's Spirit which He sends when we offer 
ourselves. We put ourselves in His hands, to follow His guidance and 
His instructions; He supplies the power -- power to live a sanctified 
life, to overcome temptations, and all the difficulties of this life, power 
to overcome sickness and fear, power to proclaim His Gospel. 
 
Our praise and ministry must be in the power of God's Spirit, not in 
our own enthusiasm. Aaron's sons tried to offer incense on the altar of 
incense using fire which they made themselves, and they were struck 
down by the anger of God (Lev 10:1,2). They should have used the 
fire from the altar of burnt sacrifice which was kindled by God Himself. 
 
As we yield our bodies to God as instruments of His righteousness to 
be used according to His will, He gives us the anointing and the power 
for worship. As we yield to the guidance of His Spirit, continually 
praising and praying in the Spirit, His Spirit places His words upon our 
lips and we minister powerfully and fruitfully.  
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CHAPTER III 
 
PRIESTHOOD 
 
If sacrifices are to be offered. there must be also a priesthood to offer 
the sacrifices. 
 
Under the Old Testament, God chose one of the tribes of Israel, the 
tribe of Levi, to minister in the temple and to offer the sacrifices on 
behalf of the nation. They had the care of all the furnishings in the 
temple. They were responsible for receiving all the tithes and offerings 
and animal sacrifices from the people and for offering these things to 
God. They offered the daily sacrifices, kept the shew bread in its 
place, lit the lights at night and extinguished them in the morning. 
They led in all the worship, the singing, the praise, and the rites and 
ceremonies appropriate to each of the yearly festivals. 
 
From this tribe of priests was chosen one man to be High Priest. The 
High Priest served for his life time; and then another had to replace 
him. 
 
The High Priest was the only person allowed to enter the Most Holy 
Place. Even he was only allowed to enter once a year on the Day of 
Atonement. On that day he entered once bearing the blood of a heifer 
to be offered as an atonement for his own sins. Then he entered once 
more bearing the blood of a goat offered as an atonement for the sins 
of the people. The blood was offered on the top of the Ark of the 
Covenant, which was known as the mercy seat of God. By this 
offering of animal's blood, the sins of the people were covered and the 
wrath of God averted. But these sacrifices could not deliver men from 
the power of sin; they could not perfect the salvation of the people or 
give them a conscience free from guilt. Therefore the sacrifice had to 
be repeated over again each year. 
 
But in the Providence of God and in His good time, He made a New 
Covenant with His people with a new priesthood, new and more 
perfect sacrifices, and new forms of worship. 
 
Jesus became the High Priest of this New Covenant. "He was called a 
High Priest after the order of Melchisadek" (Heb 5:10). Melchisadek 
was a priest who appeared to Abraham as he returned from battle, 
gave Abraham a blessing, offering him bread and wine. His origin and 
ending were not known. Jesus also was not chosen from the tribe of 
Levi, not chosen by men, but by God Himself, His priesthood is 
without beginning or ending, but lasts forever and ever. His priesthood 
will never pass to another (Heb 7:24). 
 
For that reason He is able to save to the uttermost all who come to 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them (Heb 
7:25). 
 
The ministry of the Old 'Testament priests could not deliver from the 
power of sin. But Jesus our High Priest "saves to the uttermost those 
who approach God through Him." We are set free from every bondage 
of sin. Since His one sacrifice offered for sin is perfect and complete, it 
is not necessary that this sacrifice be repeated. It is sufficient to 
deliver all men in all ages from every bondage.  
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This High Priest did not offer the blood of animals, but His own blood.  
 
For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and 
bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the 
flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself  without blemish to God, purify your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God. Heb 9: 13. 14.  
 
Our justification, our sanctification, and every victory of the Christian 
life rest upon the firm foundation of this perfect sacrifice, which Christ, 
has already accomplished for us. Because this sacrifice has already 
been completed once for all, we dare to believe for our perfect 
salvation and sanctification and victory over all trials and temptations, 
that we might "reign in life in Christ Jesus."  
 
Jesus, our High Priest, did not as His predecessors had, enter into the 
Most Holy Place in a tabernacle or temple built by man's hands. For 
the Most Holy Place in the temple was only a type or symbol of the 
real Holy Place, which is heaven itself. Jesus entered heaven and sat 
down on the right hand of God the Father; not just once a year, but 
continually (Heb 9:11, 24). 
 
Formerly there had been a heavy curtain or veil separating the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy Place. When Jesus died on the Cross, the 
veil in the Temple was rent from top to bottom, showing us that there 
is no longer any hindrance to entrance into the Most Holy Place. 
There is an easy access to the presence of the living God through our 
great High Priest who has already ascended. 
 
How wonderful to know that we have this great High Priest who has 
offered the perfect sacrifice for us, has entered the presence of the 
Father in heaven, and ever lives to make intercession for us.  
 
But this is not all. For in I Pet 2:9 we read that we are "God's chosen 
people, a royal priesthood." We also are chosen of God, not on the 
basis of race or nationality (or even as some claim, church affiliation), 
but in Christ Jesus (Eph 1:4). If we are born again and become "a new 
creation in Christ Jesus," then we are chosen in Him to be priests in 
His Kingdom. 
 
This calling is an everlasting calling because the gifts and calling of 
God are without remission. In Christ Jesus we have entered into His 
eternal life and have been given an eternal priesthood. But let us 
remember that this calling is "in Christ Jesus". For this reason we 
want to abide continually in Christ. 
 
God has "qualified us to be ministers of a new covenant, not a written 
code, but in the Spirit" (11 Cor 3:6).  
 
We are able to live in the victory and minister effectively because our 
access to the throne of God is not like the priests of the Old Covenant, 
but like the great High Priest of the New Covenant. The veil has been 
rent. We enter freely into the Holy of Holies, not in an earthly 
tabernacle but into heaven itself. This is not a promise for an indefinite 
future time, but a present reality.  
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Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which he has consecrated for 
us , through the veil, that is to say, his flesh. Heb 10:19, 20 
And has raised us up together, and made us to sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Eph 2:6. 
 
This access to the presence of God in heaven is not a once a year 
experience, but a continuous one. Our true home is with Christ Jesus 
in the heavenly places, "Far above all principality. and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come." This is why Paul can also say 
in Rom 8: "We are more than conquerors through Him that loved US." 
All the powers of darkness, all temptations and trials, all sickness and 
trouble, all fear and unbelief are beneath our feet. Therefore we have 
victory in our own Christian walk with God, and we have victory in our 
ministry as priests of the King.  
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CHAPTER IV.  
 
PLACE OF WORSHIP  
 
If you wanted to build a church or place of worship, what materials 
would you use? Stone, brick, wood, mud, bamboo? The Scripture is 
quite explicit about the material to be used.  
 
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord 
of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands, Acts 
17:24.  
 
The proper house of God according to the New Testament is Christian 
people in whom the Holy Spirit dwells.  
 
Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? I Cor 3:16.  
 
But if we are God's house and He is to dwell in us it is absolutely 
essential that we walk in holiness. Paul gives a strong warning:  
 
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple you are. I Cor 3: 17.  
What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which you have of God, and ye are not your own? For 
you are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's. I Cor 6:19. 20. 
 
If we are to be a fit dwelling place for God and His Holy Spirit, we will 
avoid all uncleanness, all sin, even the appearance of evil. We will 
yield our members to Him to become instruments of His 
righteousness so that we can glorify Him in our body.  
 
Furthermore, as Christians we will let go of all idols, magic, and magic 
charms.  
 
What accord has Christ with Belial? or what part has the temple of 
God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God. II Cor 6:15, 
16.  
 
Jesus made it abundantly clear that the Lord's house is to be kept 
clear of all idolatry, sin, and worldliness. At the beginning and the end 
of His ministry He went into the Temple in Jerusalem and in a rage 
drove out all the merchants and money changers who were disturbing 
the atmosphere and the worship there (John 2:14-17; Mark 11:15-17). 
Similarly Christians as individuals need to eliminate everything in their 
lives which separates them from God or disturbs their continuous 
fellowship and worship.  
 
Furthermore the church has to purge itself from all sin. We may not 
receive into our fellowship people who are still walking in sin, or who 
are still worshipping idols or using charms. If any member of our 
fellowship is doing anything which is displeasing to God, it is the 
responsibility of the others to exhort him to get right before God. And if 
after sufficient exhortation, he does not leave his sin or other error, he 
must be expelled from the fellowship (Mat 18:15-17). The purity and 
holiness of God's house must be maintained.  
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Paul speaks to us concerning the harshness with which we must deal 
with sin in the Church in I Cor 5: 2-7:  
 
And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that has 
done this deed might be taken away from among you.  . . . To deliver 
such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is not good. 
Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 
unleavened. 
 
As a small amount of leaven in a large lump can leaven the whole 
lump, so one sin undealt with can eventually affect the morals of the 
whole congregation. Is it possible that failure to follow this rule has 
caused our churches today to be very weak spiritually? Is it not the 
time for judgement to begin at the house of the Lord?  
 
We have said that the Church (temple of God) is not made of stones 
or bricks, but of people -- Christian people, sanctified and filled with 
God's Spirit. But these individual people need to be built up according 
to the plan of the Master Builder.  
 
Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth into an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye 
also are builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit. 
Eph 2:20-22.  
 
In this building Jesus Himself becomes the corner stone, from which 
everything else is measured and reckoned. The rest of the foundation 
is made up of the foundational ministries: apostles and prophets. 
These must have their lives patterned after Jesus. They must, as it 
were, be of the same measurement as He, so that the building may 
have a sure, stable foundation. They must also be able to say with the 
Apostle Paul, "'Be ye followers of me, as I am of Christ" (I Cor 11:1).  
 

  
 
Apostles and prophets are called the foundation of the Church and 
are always listed first in the lists of ministries (Eph 4:11; I Cor 12:28), 
because these are the first ministries to be used in the founding of 
new churches. It is the apostle who goes into a new area first to 
proclaim the Gospel with signs following. He gathers a fellowship 
together and begins to instruct them. The prophet is necessary to give 
the work a firm foundation, because he especially delivers God's 
words to the people for their edification, exhortation, and 
encouragement. God speaks directly through him to the people at a 
time when they are new in the Spirit and not yet accustomed to 
manifest the gifts of the Spirit themselves.  
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On this foundation the Lord builds up the whole structure according to 
His plan. We become living stones which must be of the shape and 
measurement of Jesus, so that the structure may be orderly and 
strong. If for instance, we try to use stones of assorted shapes, or if 
we try to use straw or mashed potatoes or worms, instead of stones, 
the structure will no doubt fall. 
 

  
 
If Christians try to operate in their own strength, they are more like 
straw or mashed potatoes than they are like Christ the Rock. If they 
do not receive their guidance and their sanctification from Him, they 
are more like a worm than the man God wants them to be.  
 
So it is necessary that we let Christ make us over into His likeness.  
 
Be ye not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. Rom 12:2.  
 
The stones cannot place themselves in the building, nor should we 
attempt to place ourselves in the Body of Christ. If I try to elevate 
myself to a certain position in God's house, I will no doubt fall. But 
God has a ministry for each of us, and we need to know what it is. 
 

  
 
In the New Testament Church there are many ministries and every 
member has one. Some are called to the foundational ministries -- 
apostles and prophets. Some will be evangelists to bring people to 
Christ and bring them into the fellowship of the Church. Others will be 
teachers to instruct people after they come into the fellowship, so that 
they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of God. Still others will 
be healers to minister Christ's healing power to the sick. Still others 
will be elders with authority to rule and to order the affairs of the 
church. Some will be pastors, who encourage and order the other 
ministries and keep the people from going astray. Unknown in the 
New Testament is our present custom of hiring one man from another 
city to do as much as possible of the ministry in the "church". The New 
Testament ministries arise out of the fellowship of the local 
congregation.  
 
If we pray and walk continually in the Spirit, God will reveal each one's 
ministry. This revelation may come by a word of prophecy or by some 
other manifestation of the Spirit; or the Lord may simply lead us into 
our ministry step by step as we yield to the leading of the Spirit. 
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Usually God will confirm this calling not only directly to the person, but 
also to the fellowship. If it is really the Lord's leading, there must be 
agreement among those who are close to the Lord.  
 
Often after the Lord has called us, there follows a time of preparation. 
Jesus, after His Baptism, and the voice from heaven, spent forty days 
of prayer and preparation in the desert alone with God. Paul spent 
several years in the desert and then a year or more in the church at 
Antioch. Actually the best training for these ministries is to live in a 
fellowship where these ministry gifts are in operation.  
 
These ministries supplement one another and build up one another in 
the faith. The end result is that all may come to the perfection of 
Christ. This is not possible in isolation, but only in the fellowship of the 
Body where all minister one to another in love.  
 
And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the equipment of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ; so that we may no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles. Rather, speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by every joint with which it is supplied, when each part is working 
properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love. Eph 4:.11-
16.  
 
As we yield ourselves in the Master Builder's hands, He cuts us and 
moulds us into living stones shaped according to His pattern. He sets 
us into our proper place in His house. As we fulfil our several 
ministries, working together and ministering one to another, we grow 
together in love into the fullness of the perfection of Christ. 
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CHAPTER V.  
 
THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH  
 
In Acts 2:41-47 we find a brief survey of daily worship in the earliest 
Christian community in Jerusalem. We read that they continued "daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house."  
 
We must remember that in Jerusalem beginning with the day of 
Pentecost there were over 3000 Christians. But present day 
Christians are surprised to learn that they built no meeting houses 
(churches) or buildings of any kind. They all gathered in the Temple 
and praised the Lord together as a public witness of the joy of the 
Lord that was in them. But the Temple was not a place of Christian 
worship, and the worship there could not have been according to 
specifically Christian patterns. The specifically Christian worship took 
place in smaller, more intimate groups gathered in homes, where they 
could break bread together and pray. This was worship in Spirit and 
truth and was exclusively for Christians. 
 
The worship of the early church consisted of four elements (Acts 
2:42).  
 
 
 
1. The Apostles' Teaching 
Jesus had gathered a little group of twelve young men to be trained 
for the continuation of His ministry. His training program was not like 
any ordinary school. They learned through fellowship with Him. He 
called them to be with Him, and they ate and slept and lived together 
continually in a close personal relationship. They saw His miracles 
and heard His parables and other teaching. They observed His 
confrontations with all sorts of people -- the poor, the sick. the sinful, 
the Pharisees, the crowds, the thieves who were crucified with Him. 
When there was time they sat down wherever they were and 
discussed the things they had experienced.  
 
Occasionally Jesus sent them out to put into practice what they had 
learned. All of their training was thoroughly practical; it was learned 
through actual ministry day by day. But more important even than the 
facts they learned or the experience they gained. was the constant 
personal contact with the love of God in Jesus Himself.  
 
These twelve men who were with Jesus throughout His three and one 
half years of ministry and were trained in such close personal contact 
with Him, became the teachers for the Christian community in 
Jerusalem. They did not found schools or hold classes. They taught 
as they had been taught -- by example and by fellowship. They 
ministered as Jesus had ministered -- healing. preaching, forgiving, 
casting out demons. The new Christians observed this ministry and 
received the necessary explanations from the Apostles. They talked 
with the Apostles and had fellowship with them. Soon they began to 
put into practice what they had learned. and all the people became 
useful members of the Body of Christ.  
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2. The Apostolic Fellowship 
We have said that the twelve Apostles lived in the closest fellowship 
with Jesus. They did not write in their notebooks that the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, etc. They experienced God's love, joy, and 
peace in Jesus' fellowship with them. They learned from this 
fellowship with Him to love one another and to love all men.  
 
This loving fellowship was passed on by the Apostles to the new 
believers and was continued as they met day by day in the Temple 
and in their homes. This loving fellowship was so characteristic of the 
early Christians that people exclaimed: "See how these Christians 
love one another!" In order that this close fellowship might be 
maintained, Christian worship was normally observed informally in 
small family gatherings in homes, rather than in large auditoriums.  
 
Instruction in the Christian faith took place in this informal atmosphere 
and close fellowship. They built no church buildings; they established 
no schools. But they were taught according to God's own plan and 
they grew quickly in their Christ-like character and in their ministry.  
 
 
 
3. The Breaking of Bread 
On the night in which He was to be betrayed. Jesus celebrated the 
Passover with His disciples. He gave new meaning to two of the 
elements of the Passover meal: the bread and the cup. When He took 
the bread and blessed and brake it, He did not speak of deliverance 
from Egypt according to the liturgy of the Passover. But He said: "This 
is My Body which is broken for you." When He blessed the cup He 
said: "This is My Blood of the New Covenant." He then told the 
disciples that they were to continue to break bread and to drink the 
cup as a "remembrance" of Him. This Breaking of Bread or Holy 
Communion was the one form of worship actually instituted and 
commanded by Jesus Himself for the continuing worship in the 
Christian community. 
 
After His Resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples and was 
recognised by them in the breaking of bread. They no doubt also 
remembered His words, which they had not understood at the time He 
spoke them: "Whoever eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood, shall have 
eternal life. For My Body is food indeed and My Blood is drink indeed. 
Whoever eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood, he shall abide in Me 
and I in him." (John 6:54- 56). 
 
The early church therefore continued the Breaking of Bread day by 
day as a remembrance of Jesus' victorious death and resurrection, so 
that they might receive spiritual food to strengthen them and keep 
them in the promise of eternal life. But even more, in this Breaking of 
Bread together they experienced the same intimate fellowship that the 
first disciples had had with Jesus as they walked and talked and ate 
and slept with Him. They knew that they were abiding in Him and He 
in them. They were bound together with Him and with each other in 
the wonderful love of God. This is why we read that they ate "with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favour 
with all the people" (Acts 2:46,47). 
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4. Prayer 
Jesus' disciples had observed His life of prayer. They had noticed Him 
before daybreak slip out alone to pray up in the hills to have fellowship 
with His heavenly Father and to receive guidance for His ministry. 
They had seen Him wrestle with temptation. They had seen Him 
transfigured, glorified, bright and glistening on top of the mountain. 
And they had seen the fierce agony of the Garden of Gethsemane. 
They knew that His closeness with the Father, the holiness of His life, 
and the victories of His ministry were all dependent upon His prayer 
life. 
 
Thus the early Christians gave the utmost importance to prayer, both 
in their personal lives and also in their gatherings in the homes. 
 
Prayer is fellowship and conversation with God. It must always contain 
elements of praise and thankfulness. Sometimes there will be great 
struggle as we encounter temptation or have to overcome difficulties 
in our ministries. But there must also be times of waiting upon the 
Lord and listening to His voice.  
 
In our private prayer and waiting upon Him. God will usually speak to 
us quietly in our hearts with His "still, small voice" giving us the 
assurance of His presence and guidance.  
 
But when Christians gather together, God speaks normally through 
the gifts or manifestations of the Spirit. This is why Paul admonishes 
us (I Cor 14:1) to seek all the spiritual gifts, but especially prophecy, 
that God may speak His words to His people through us in a voice 
that can be heard and understood by all. When we gather together for 
prayer we need to talk to God, but we need even more to hear Him 
speaking to us. 
 

  
 
These four elements of worship which were present in the early 
church should also be present in our worship.  
 
We cannot listen to the teaching of John or James or Peter or 
Matthew, but we can read their teaching in our Bibles. Bible reading is 
an essential element of every Christian's worship. We should not only 
read and study Bible alone, but also in fellowship with other Christians 
(this does not mean listening to lectures about the Bible, but prayerful 
discussion together).  
 
Christians must be in continual fellowship not only with God; but also 
with. all other Christians; not only those of our own group or 
denomination, but all those who love our Lord. We can experience 
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this fellowship, not only in large public meetings, but also in the less 
formal, more intimate atmosphere of the home, where all can gather 
as the Lord's family, and all can minister the love of Christ one to 
another. 
 
We greatly need the spiritual food of Christ's Body and Blood, that we 
may be united with Him and with one another, that we may participate 
in His eternal life, and that we may have a constant remembrance of 
His victorious death and resurrection. 
 
We also greatly need continual prayer contact with God, not only 
personally but also in the fellowship of His people the Church, so that 
we may know and obey His voice. 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
In addition to this daily worship in the Temple and at home, we read 
also in Acts about several prayer meetings for special reasons.  
 
As the Church began to grow and prosper, persecution arose. John 
and Peter were detained and threatened by the authorities. The 
congregation began to be aware of the seriousness of the struggle in 
which they must be engaged as Christians. They gathered and prayed 
together asking the Lord to anoint them with power from on high, and 
boldness to preach the Gospel. The result of this prayer was that the 
place where they were praying was shaken. They received a fresh 
anointing of God's Spirit and they went out with boldness to bear 
witness to Jesus Christ with signs and wonders following. Formerly 
John and Peter had done most of the ministry. but after this many 
began to work boldly and effectively (Acts 4:23 ff).  
 
In times of crisis the Christians gathered together and prayed 
sometimes till late at night. One such prayer meeting took place in the 
face of persecution when Peter had been put in prison. As the 
Christians prayed in a home in the middle of the night, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in the prison and sprang Peter (Acts 12: 12).  
 
Sometimes the early Christians fasted and prayed for a while, waiting 
upon the Lord and receiving His guidance. We read of one such 
prayer meeting in Acts 13:1-3. As they were waiting on the Lord, the 
Spirit spoke clearly to them to separate Barnabas and Saul to be sent 
out on their first missionary journey.  
 
In Acts 16:25.26 we read of an unusual prayer meeting. Paul and 
Silas had been put in prison because of their preaching the Gospel. 
They sang and praised the Lord and prayed in the prison until late at 
night. The Lord answered the praise and prayer by an earthquake, 
which caused the prison to be opened up and the jailer and his family 
to be converted. 
 
When congregations were visited by apostles or teachers from 
outside, they gave them ample opportunity to minister and teach. We 
need to distinguish between such apostolic meetings and normal 
congregational meetings. In the congregational meeting (as described 
in I Cor 14:26 ff) all the members took part, ministering to each other 
as the Spirit directed. In the apostolic meeting, the leadership was 
yielded to the visiting apostle. In this case, Paul taught the people until 
after midnight. After Holy Communion together, they talked and 
enjoyed Christian fellowship together until morning. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT REGULATIONS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
In I Cor 11-14 Paul gives us quite complete instructions for worship 
services. This is essentially the only discussion of this subject aside 
from the examples we have already considered in Acts.  
 
Celebration of the Holy Communion is discussed in I Cor 11:17-33. 
Paul condemns the Corinthians for coming to partake of the 
Communion when there are divisions and dissentions among them. 
What would he say if he could see our "churches" today with all their 
denominations, factions, misunderstandings, and hatreds? We cannot 
properly eat the Lord's supper as long as we are out of fellowship with 
other Christians.  
 
But let us remember that we do not seek organisational unity, but the 
oneness of heart and spirit, that we have only in Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul also warns the Corinthians not to come to the Lord's table 
seeking natural food, but spiritual. He tells them that the necessary 
condition for worthy reception of the Lord's supper is "discerning the 
Lord's Body" (verse 9). This means primarily recognising that in the 
Communion we do not receive ordinary bread and wine, but the Body 
and Blood of our Lord. If we receive it in faith, recognising His Body, 
we are healthy and strong in body, mind, and spirit. and we inherit the 
promise of eternal life. If we fail to discern the Body, we eat and drink 
damnation, and many become sick and even dead (verse 30). 
 
Discerning the Body also means recognising all believers as members 
of one Body, and not just as members of a denomination or sect. 
 

  
 
The charismatic aspect of New Testament worship is discussed in 
detail in I Cor 12-14. 
 
In prayer it is more important that we hear from God than that He hear 
from us. Because He already knows what we are going to say, but we 
do not know what He wants to say. And even when we pray to Him it 
is wise to let Him direct the prayers, so that we will definitely pray 
according to His will.  
 
When we pray alone the Lord usually speaks to us (as to Elijah) with a 
"still, small voice," that is, by putting His words in our hearts.  
 
But in a public meeting, when we pray together, the Lord must speak 
with an audible voice so that all may hear. He does this through the 
exercise of the gifts or manifestations of the Spirit.  
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After we have received the Baptism of the Spirit and surrendered our 
tongue to Him, the Spirit begins to use us for the nine manifestations 
of the Spirit listed in I Cor 12:7-11. He distributes these manifestations 
according to the demands of the ministry and according to the will of 
the Spirit (I Cor 12:11). We yield our tongues to Him and He gives us 
His words. When we have begun to pray in tongues, then we can pray 
to interpret (I Cor 14:13). We open our mouths in faith and speak, and 
He gives us His words.  
 
Paul says that He wants everybody to speak in tongues, but even 
more to prophesy (I Cor 14:5). He also says if we speak in tongues, 
we should pray to interpret. Thus all can speak in tongues, all can 
interpret, all can prophesy and deliver the other manifestations of the 
Spirit according to the Spirit's will. For our own personal devotions, 
prayer in tongues is important because "he who speaks in tongues 
edifies himself," but in a gathering of Christians we should emphasise 
the other gifts such as prophecy, so that all can understand and be 
edified.  
 
The regulations for our normal Christian order of worship are given in I 
Cor 14:16-33. These also show the place of the manifestations of the 
Spirit and how they are to be regulated.  
 
How is it then brethren? When you come together, let each be with a 
psalm, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, an interpretation. Let all things 
be done unto edification. If any speak in a tongue let there be only two 
or at most three, and each in turn; and let one interpret. But if there is 
no one to interpret, let each of them keep silence in the church and 
speak to himself and to God. Let two or three prophets speak, and let 
the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is made to another sitting 
by, let the first be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that 
all may learn and all be encouraged; and the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to prophets. For God is not a God of confusion but of 
peace. I Cor 14:26-33.  
 
The order of worship outlined in these verses is not led by anyone 
man, but each member of the congregation yields to the Spirit and 
follows the Spirit's leading. If we follow the Lord's order of worship, we 
follow a free form which is ordered by the Holy Spirit. Perhaps one 
person has a song, another a teaching, another has an exhortation or 
prophecy as the Spirit directs. We should not attempt to pray with long 
prayers in our own words. Rather we should yield our mouths to the 
Holy Spirit and pray with His words. 
 
The members of the congregation will minister to one another. If there 
is one with a need in his body, mind, or spirit, the others will pray for 
him, and the Lord will speak and minister through them as the Spirit 
leads.  
 
If one person is ministering in prayer or with one of the manifestations 
of the Spirit, let the others be quiet and listen to the Spirit's words. 
"For all may prophesy one by one so that all may understand and all 
be exhorted. The spirit of the prophets is subject to the prophets; for 
God is not a God of confusion, but of order" (I Cor 14:31-33). If there 
is a manifestation of tongues in the meeting, it should be interpreted. 
There should not be too many of these. Paul's limit is two or three 
(verse 27). As all members of the congregation learn to yield to the 
Spirit's guidance, we can have meetings which are entirely under the 
leadership of the Spirit and according to His order. There will be a 
balanced use of all the manifestations of the Spirit. The order of 

 23



worship will perhaps not be twice the same, but will always be 
wonderfully suited to the needs of all present and the Spirit's purpose 
to edify His congregation. 
 
We have to admit that the worship patterns of most churches at 
present are very far from this New Testament pattern. People have 
forgotten that this is God's plan for Christian meetings. They interpret 
verse 40 ("Let all things be done decently and in" order") to mean 
"according to our order." But God wants us to follow His order which is 
outlined in these chapters, with the Holy Communion and the 
charismatic ministry led by the Holy Spirit.  
 
How can we receive God's order into our meetings?  
 
First, all the members of the gathering need to receive the Baptism of 
the Spirit and yield their tongues to Him. Then they will begin to pray 
freely in the Spirit, that is, in a relaxed, yielded manner, not with 
struggle. It is not difficult to pray in the Spirit. In fact is it easier than 
praying in our own language. Spirit baptised Christians should pray 
continually in the Spirit. The purpose of this is to yield our tongues, the 
most unruly member of our body, to the Spirit, so that He can use 
them freely as He wills.  
 
When the Christian has begun to pray continually in the Spirit, the 
Spirit has control of the tongue. We can then pray to be able to deliver 
all the manifestations of the Spirit (such as, interpretation, prophecy, 
word of wisdom, etc.). 
 
We should pray that all these manifestations of the Spirit be exercised 
in our prayer meetings. Whenever someone has received the Baptism 
of the Spirit, we can encourage him to pray for interpretation of 
tongues, prophecy, and the other manifestations of the Spirit.  
 
In our meetings we can always have testimonies of God's help and 
goodness; we can always minister one to another; we should always 
have praise and worship; we should always break bread together; and 
we should always let the Lord speak directly to us. All members of the 
fellowship can take part in this ministry, not only to strengthen each 
other, but also to gain boldness and experience for ministry and 
witness to people outside the fellowship.  
 
This free, spiritual type of worship can best be put into practice first in 
small informal fellowships, like the house meetings of the early 
church. If we arrange the seating, not in rows as for a lecture, but in a 
circle as a gathering of family and friends, we can more easily realise 
that we are indeed the Lord's family, gathered with Him in the centre. 
There is no one man in charge. But everyone present feels himself to 
be a useful member of the one Body. All will feel free to take part in 
ministry by the power of the Holy Spirit in accordance with His 
leadership. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
The two most prominent features of the worship of the early Christian 
Church were fellowship and participation.  
 
The Christians were very aware of their oneness in the Body of Christ. 
They were bound together with all other Christians by the 
supernatural love of Jesus, operating in and through their lives. As 
John said: "If we do not love our brethren whom we have seen, how 
can we love God whom we have not seen?" It is impossible, John said 
further, to see and know Jesus as He is without feeling the same love 
for all other Christians.  
 
This loving unity was manifested in the worship patterns of the early 
Church. Each member was asked to gather, not so much to seek his 
own edification, as to edify his brother. When we pray by ourselves 
privately before God, we may want to shut out all thought of other 
people and be aware only of the glorious loving presence of our living 
Lord. We can just let Him love us and we can fall in love with Him. But 
when we gather together we have an opportunity to forget ourselves 
and our own relationship with the Lord, and focus our attention on our 
brethren and their relationship with the Lord. "Let all things be done 
unto edification." That is, let all things be done to edify the others. 
 
We gather not so much to be ministered to as to minister. Our love for 
God and for one another is not just a feeling within us, but it is a 
burning desire to minister, which must issue in helpful activity. 
 
Because the Holy Spirit gives a desire to minister one to another, all 
members of Christ's Body rightly want to participate in worship 
services. The patterns given in the New Testament presuppose a 
many membered Body where all take part and all minister one to 
another. As they minister to each other in love they build one another 
up in the faith; they receive God's healing and sanctification; they 
grow up in "the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ" (Eph 4: 13). 
 
These two characteristic elements of the early church are precisely 
what we do not have in most of our present day church services. 
 
Fellowship is difficult because people no longer meet in an informal 
home like atmosphere, but in church buildings which are arranged like 
theatres or lecture halls with one person (or several) up front 
performing, and the rest sitting as audience. Those toward the front, 
far from having fellowship with those in back, can not even see the 
other worshippers. Those towards the back see only the backs of their 
brothers' and sisters' heads. So they all come just to listen or to watch 
the show. 
 
Sometimes churches try to make up for this lack of fellowship in their 
worship services by having suppers, socials, or even basketball 
games and dances. But none of this is specifically Christian 
fellowship; and increasingly the churches lose out to other community 
organisations.  
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This one person ministry also gives little opportunity for participation. 
We try to get people "involved" by singing hymns, standing up, sitting 
down, reading responsively, etc., etc. But this is participation in forms 
and ceremonies, which are simply repeated over and over. These 
ceremonies are not bad, but they differ from the New Testament 
practice in that they are not spiritual worship and they do not involve 
people in ministry to one another. 
 
Recently Bishop Hall of Virginia interviewed two students at the 
University of Virginia. who gave expression to this problem. When 
asked about worship in the churches one said in part:  
 
But about the church, ever since the fourth grade, when I became old 
enough to go upstairs and sit through services until the offering, it was 
always the same service every Sunday. You could memorise it. That's 
fine, but sometimes you just say the words, and you don't realise what 
you're saying. I'd rather do things with other people. 
 
The other had a very constructive suggestion:  
 
If everyone could get involved in it somehow, that would be better. It 
could be like a camp-fire. If you could get around it and participate in 
it, instead of just having to sit in those pews, you could really get 
involved (quotes from The Virginian Churchman, June 1969). 
 
Come to think of it a campfire may be nearer to the order of worship of 
I Cor 14:26 ff than most present day church services. At a campfire, at 
least, there is fellowship and participation. I wonder how those two 
young people would have felt about the worship patterns of the First 
Century. 
 
Actually each church has a part of the truth. The Catholics know that 
we need the Body and Blood of Jesus (in Holy Communion). The 
Fundamentalists know that one has to be born again. The holiness 
groups know that we should worship "in the beauty of holiness." The 
Protestants know that people need teaching. The Pentecostals know 
that people need to be baptised in the Holy Spirit. The Quakers and 
the Brethren know that we should follow the New Testament order for 
church organisation and a free, informal form of worship led by the 
Spirit. The only trouble is that these groups are too suspicious of one 
another to learn much from each other. So they all remain incomplete.  
 
But as Christians more and more study the New Testament teachings 
and instructions for worship, they will also increase in understanding 
of each other and many of these barriers will come down. Already this 
has begun to happen in thousands of informal interdenominational 
groups meeting in homes; and the churches are being influenced to 
re-examine their worship in terms of the New Testament and make 
some adjustments accordingly. As this process continues, Christians 
will be brought back into closer fellowship one with another, each will 
learn from the other, one supplying the lack in another. The glory and 
the power and the love of God will return to fill His Body and to perfect 
it as His Bride, holy and beautiful and acceptable to Him, ready to be 
raised up on the glorious Day when He shall come again to receive us 
to Himself. 
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