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God's Judgment Part-1 
 

Pastoral Perspective 
or - Will the real pastors please please stand up! 

Prompted by a standard, and perhaps even predictable 
blooper as reported in The Age 11/2/09 

"What a cheap shot!" 
The ability of preachers to take the moral position reached another high point with the immediate 
aftermath of the 2009 Victorian bush fire disaster. It appears that the "Moral High Ground" has 
found another pastor to champion its cause and keep the flag flying! I can only imagine how thin 
and rarefied the air is up there. 
 
Christians will as usual have to excuse me for speaking the plain truth, that is, the plain truth as 
recognized by 90-plus-% of all Australians. This known (Australian Resident) preacher needs to 
remain anonymous because I have no doubt that many would be willing to string him up by his 
thumbs for airing such morally pathetic and disgusting comments. 
 
The really sad thing is that this sort of considered public comment is that it's only made by 
people that really believe it. This is single minded spiritually blind morality that offers no real 
reflection, but simply says that these things happened so "this must equal that". A breathtakingly 
simple view of God' judgment. 
 
Pastoral Perspective 
To borrow a phrase from Andre Agase, a lot of leaders (especially Christians) need to take their 
fortnightly pastoral pay and invest in some real life pastoral perspective. On a more practical 
track they should also find a mentor with a more rounded common sense understanding of 
Scripture. 
 
So What's Real Judgment? 
A friend of mine said "how can you tell the difference?" 
At fist this question really irritated me, I thought it should be obvious! However, this is exactly 
the point, it should be obvious, but for far too many people it is not obvious at all. 
 
Of course many people do not believe in God's judgment at all, but I think it is possible to 
provide an argument for at least two main lines of thought on judgment. 
 
1. The Random judgment of sin 
I think we could all agree that whatever our definition of "sin" there is such thing as random 
judgment. Random judgment is a destructive force more than capable of producing the apparent 



random chaos and tragedy we find in the world.  
The random effect is just that - Random! - just as the sun shines on the good and the bad, the 
painful complications of sin, (i.e. our mistakes deliberate or otherwise that affect others) just 
keep rolling on. Christians are not immune to this effect. Bad things happened to Jesus and those 
around him too.  

Ultimately we have no idea how much our decisions and bloopers affect people around us. We 
don't like to think of this as judgment. Let's face it we don't like to think about this at all. 
Someone said "life wasn't meant to be easy," but actually it was! It is our sin that makes it really 
difficult. The crazy part is that much of the judgment from sin is passed on to the society around 
us. 
 
2. Specific Judgment 
If we study the Bible there is a a case to be made for a more specific form of judgment. It is a 
considered and in some way appropriate judgment. It is certainly not random and indiscriminate, 
because it is relevant to a person and what they are responsible for. 

One of the problems in identifying what's happening, is that the general effects of sin often 
increase when specific judgment is operating. People are more likely to join in, act out their own 
personal justice, and settle old scores. 
 
Examples of Specific Judgement in the Old Testament are: 
Flood                 - everywhere (Gen 6:12) 
Sodom               - the local area (Gen 13:13)  
Plagues of Egypt - Affected everyone from the King down 
Aai                    - The whole family because Akan was head of the family  
                      (the family should have said something and saved themselves) 
No Rain              - In all of Israel (for 3 years) because Ahab was the King 
Exile - All the leaders and those that made decisions 
Saphira - Just themselves (Acts) 

The point I am making should by now be completely obvious. The one thing we should never do 
is say that a general disaster in one place, is a direct judgement from God for something that 
happens in a different place. 

Once we do that we are admitting that we don't understand God's judgment at all - - and we 
insult large numbers of people that are suffering -- and -- If they take you seriously, why should 
they bother with church again? 

  

God's Judgment-2 
 

The Grading of Sin 
Even if you didn't know point one, there is another excellent reason for thinking twice before 
opening your mouth in judgment. For readers of the Bible, the reasoning of the following 
theology should also be reasonably obvious. 
 
(Luke 13:4) Or those eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think 
that they were worse offenders than all the others who dwelt in Jerusalem? (13:5) I tell you, No; 
but unless you repent you will all likewise perish." 
 



This story about the 18 killed by the tower must have doing the rounds to get a mention here. I 
can just imagine the comments "why them, what had they done to deserve judgment?" Jesus 
offers his own commentary on this judgmental approach. I notice that he does not confirm or 
deny an act of judgment. As often happens, Jesus is more interested in our attitude / response 
because it reveals our true selves. 
 
There is far too much grading of sin! We are all suckers for this stuff, and it's so deceptive 
and such a waste of time and effort. The worst result of this process is the fact that produces 
conflict and even violence. This happens because one persons number one sin can be 
insignificant to another. If these are major cultural or religious offences, the results can be a total 
disaster. Almost every day the news has one of these stories.  

One of the secrets of how to avoid taking offence, is to accept the Jesus position, and avoid 
categorizing our sin from mild to serious! 

We have number of accounts where Jesus deals with or commenting on issues that everyone 
agrees is sin. For example, the woman caught in adultery (Jn. 8:3), or the woman to whom Jesus 
said, "for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband" (Jn 
4:18. Church leaders would do well to read examples like these regularly, there is a quiet 
acknowledgment of sin and need for change, and a complete lack of "attitude and punishment!"  

We can distinguish between various judgmental comments made to Pharisees and every day 
citizens with a couple of easy tests. Firstly the woman caught in adultery knew she was sinning, 
there was not even a pretence of innocence. The Pharisees insisted they were righteously 
observing and protecting system of law. Jesus said they were preventing people from entering 
the Kingdom. Those that acknowledge their sin are much closer to the Kingdom of God. 

The second test follows on from the first, Jesus response to these issues was that the inside was 
much more important than the outside, if we whitewash the outside we condemn ourselves. 
Many people consider they are "good people," but such statements have no objective reality. As 
Paul pointed out, a little sin is still too much. Also a little whitewash for a little sin, will never be 
enough! On the other hand, if we are outspoken advocates of some moral high ground but have 
a number of unresolved sin issues in our own lives, we have fallen for the same "pharisaical 
trap." 

The concept "WWJD", and "being like Jesus" needs to begin with basic attitudes like this. If 
across the board we can master this type of true Christian response, we may find that many 
more people will be willing to "do church." 
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